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Embracing the 
long game
Sebastian Castro has 
become a critical piece 
of the Hawkeye defense 
after turning heads on 
special teams.
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Five things to watch
1.	Rutgers’	run	game	

Unlike its last contest, 
Iowa will take on one of the 
best rushing attacks it will 
see all year with the Scarlet 
Knights.  Third-year running 
back Kyle Monangai leads 
the Big Ten with 903 rush-
ing yards on 168 attempts, 
averaging more than five 
yards per carry. Iowa line-

backer Kyler Fisher credited Monangai for 
his ability to get downhill. Hailing from New 
Jersey, Monangai dashed for a 45-yard run 

against top-ranked Ohio State 
last week, the longest play the 
Buckeyes’ defense has let up 
this season. 

The Scarlet  Knights ’ 
second-leading rusher is 
quarterback Gavin Wimsatt, 
who’s amassed seven rushing 
touchdowns and 45.7 yards per 
game on the ground. Against 

Indiana, Wimsatt scampered for 143 yards 
and three scores, including an 80-yard dash. 
Containing a star running back has become 
routine for the Hawkeye “D,” but with this 
mobile of a quarterback under center, the 
Hawkeyes will have their work cut out for 
them on Saturday. 

2.	Improvement	in	the	punting
Just to clarify, Iowa punter 

Tory Taylor has been one of 
the Hawkeyes’ most critical 
players this season and one 
of the best at this position in 
the FBS. Ranking eighth in 
the nation in yards per punt, 
Taylor has downed 38.3 per-
cent of his boots inside the 
20-yard line, gifting the Iowa 

defense great field position and making oppos-
ing offenses travel quite the distance to the 
end zone. 

Against Northwestern, however, Taylor was 
somewhat off his game, averaging 39 yards per 
offering. It was his lowest output of the season, 
nearly seven yards less than his career average. 
In the eyes of Iowa special teams coordinator 
LeVar Woods, Taylor is more than capable 
of bouncing back. Woods said Wednesday 
that the punter from Melbourne, Australia, 
is a mentally strong athlete and “rises to chal-

lenges.” Taylor will have quite the challenge 
before him on Saturday, as field position will 
be premium in what’s sure to be a close-score 
game. 

3.	Kaleb	Brown	resurgence
Iowa second-year receiver 

Kaleb Brown ignited plenty of 
cheers from the Black and Gold 
faithful at Wrigley Field last week 
when he snagged his first catch of 
the season; a 23-yard grab in the 
fourth quarter on the Hawkeyes’ 
game-winning drive. Talking to 
reporters on Tuesday, Brown said 
it felt nice to “break the ice” and 

that the catch was something he needed conside-
ring the work he’s put in behind the scenes. The 
Ohio State transfer said he knew he had to step 
up once starter Diante Vines suffered an injury 
against the Wildcats, and he did just that, all in 
front of his family in his hometown Chicago. 

Back on the two-deep depth chart this week, 
Brown will have to be a factor again versus a 
Rutgers passing defense that ranks sixth in the 
nation in passing yards allowed. Aside from run-
ning routes, Brown can also be an asset in the 
run game, taking jet sweeps alongside corner-
back Cooper DeJean. 

4.	Offensive	line	shuffle
Wrigley Field wasn’t so kind to the Iowa offen-

sive line, as four linemen went down due to injury 
last week. This group included starters Logan 
Jones, Rusty Feth, Mason Richman, and backup 
Beau Stephens. While Stephens is out for Sat-
urday, the trio of starters are all listed at their 
usual respective spots on the depth chart, but 
Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz hinted Tuesday 
that plenty of players are banged up and will have 
“up in the air” statuses against Rutgers. If any 
of those three cannot go Saturday, expect Tyler 
Elsbury to be the first man off the bench. 

Having the ability to play the tackle, guard, 
and center spots, Elsbury excels at identifying 
defensive fronts and making calls at the line of 
scrimmage. Iowa starting right tackle Gennings 
Dunker labeled him as the “dictionary” of the 
group.

5.	Cooper	DeJean	snaps
Iowa fans got their holiday gift early this year, 

as DeJean got his first two touches on offense this 
season last week. Taking a handoff eight yards 
and then running as a decoy on the next snap, 
DeJean’s day on the offense was over  in the blink 
of an eye. The last thing the Hawkeye coaching 
staff wants is an injury, but DeJean ought to get 
at most 10 snaps on offense Saturday. 
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OFFENSE
QB	 10	 Deacon	Hill	 Soph
	 5	 Joe	Labas	 Soph

RB	 4		 Leshon	Williams	 Jr
	 2	 Kaleb	Johnson	 Soph

FB	 88		 Hayden	Large	 Sr
	 41		 Rusty	VanWetzinga	 Fr

WR	 0		 Diante	Vines	 Jr
	 3		 Kaleb	Brown	 Soph

WR	 89	 Nico	Ragaini	 Sr
	 6		 Seth	Anderson	 Soph

TE	 86		 Steven	Stilianos	 Sr
	 87	 Addison	Ostrenga	 Soph

LT	 78		 Mason	Richman	 Jr
	 71		 Jack	Dotzler	 #Fr

LG	 60		 Rusty	Feth	 Sr	
	 56	 Nick	DeJong	 Sr

C	 65		 Logan	Jones		 Jr
	 76		 Tyler	Elsbury	 Jr

RG	 77	 Connor	Colby	 Jr
	 58	 Kade	Pieper	 Fr

RT	 67		 Gennings	Dunker	 Soph
	 79		 Daijon	Parker	 Sr

PK	 18	 	Drew	Stevens	 Soph

DEFENSE
LE	 45		 Deontae	Craig	 Jr
	 48		 Max	Llewellyn	 Soph

LT	 94		 Yahya	Black	 Jr
	 95		 Aaron	Graves	 Soph

RT	 85		 Logan	Lee	 Sr
	 55		 Jeremiah	Pittman	 Soph

RE	 13		 Joe	Evans	 Sr
	 49		 Ethan	Hurkett	 Jr

	 37		 Kyler	Fisher	 Sr
	 29		 Sebastian	Castro	 Sr

MLB	 34		 Jay	Higgins	 Sr
	 41		 Jaden	Harrell	 Soph

WLB	 10		 Nick	Jackson	 Sr
	 37		 Kyler	Fisher	 Sr

CB	 3		 Cooper	DeJean	 Jr
	 8		 Deshaun	Lee	 #Fr

SS	 1		 Xavier	Nwankpa	 Soph
	 29		 Sebastian	Castro	 Sr

FS	 30		 Quinn	Schulte	 Sr
	 4		 Koen	Entringer	 #Fr

CB	 27		 Jermari	Harris	 Jr
	 20	 Deavin	Hilson	 Soph

P	 9		 Tory	Taylor	 Sr

OFFENSE
QB		 2		 Gavin	Wimsatt	 Jr	 	
	 10		 Evan	Simon	 Jr

RB		 5	 Kyle	Monangai	 Jr
	 27	 Samuel	Brown	V	 Soph

WR-X		14		 Isaiah	Washington	 Sr
	 29		 Ian	Strong	 Fr

WR-Z		9	 JaQuae	Jackson	 Sr
	 00		 Max	Patterson	 Jr

WR-SL		6	 Christian	Dremel	 Sr
	 8	 Rashad	Rochelle	 Soph

TE		 21	 Johnny	Langan	 Sr
	 87	 Shawn	Bowman	 Sr

LT		 72		 Hollin	Pierce	 Jr	 	
	 63		 Taj	White	 #Fr

LG		 65	 Brian	Felter	 Jr
	 53		 Mike	Ciaffoni	 Sr

C		 59		 Gus	Zilinskas	 Jr
	 57		 Ireland	Brown	 Sr

RG		 51	 Curtis	Dunlap	Jr.	 Sr
	 69	 Kwabena	Asamoah	 #Fr

RT		 70	 Reggie	Sutton	 Sr
	 55	 Kamar	Missouri	 Jr

PK		 44	 Jai	Patel	 #Fr

DEFENSE
LE		 71	 Aaron	Lewis	 Jr
	 12		 Kenny	Fletcher	 Soph

NT		 92	 Mayan	Ahanotu	 Sr	 	
	 90	 Rene	Konga	 Jr

DT		 9	 Isaiah	Iton	 Sr
	 51	 Troy	Rainey	 Jr

RE	 23		 Wesley	Bailey		 Jr
	 14	 Jordan	Thompson	 Jr

WLB		 17	 Deion	Jennings	 Sr
	 2		 Moses	Walker	 #Fr

MLB	 22	 Tyreem	Powell		 Jr
	 8	 Jamier	Wright-Collins	 Jr

SLB	 1	 Mohamed	Toure	 Sr	 	
	 44	 Timmy	Hinspeter	 #Fr

CB		 7		 Robert	Longerbeam	 Jr
	 4	 Desmond	Igbinosun	 Jr

SS	 6		 Shaquan	Loyal	 Jr
	 37	 Joe	Lusardi	 Jr

FS		 10	 Flip	Dixon	 Sr
	 20	 Elijuwan	Mack	 Jr

CB		 16	 Max	Melton	 Jr	
	 00	 Eric	Rogers		 Jr

P		 95		 Flynn	Appleby	 #Fr

Leo/
Cash

Monangai

Wimsatt

Taylor

Brown
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‘When he hits people, they go down’
Iowa fifth-year defensive back Sebastian Castro credits his capabilities to his Chicago roots. 

Cooper Worth   
Pregame Reporter 
cooper-worth@uiowa.edu   

Colin Votzmeyer   
Assistant Sports Editor 
colin-votzmeyer@uiowa.edu  

When defensive 
back Sebastian Cas-
tro first arrived at 
Iowa  in 2019, he 
didn’t expect it would 
take three years 
for him to start for  
the Hawkeyes. 

In a landscape 
marked by college athletes who can 
transfer without sitting out a year, 
most players in Castro’s position 
would choose to take their talents 
elsewhere instead of losing playing 
time.

Hailing from Oak Lawn, Illinois, 
Castro stuck it out in the Black and 
Gold and made a name for himself 
within the program, making plays 
on the scout team and competing 
alongside and against fellow defen-
sive backs and teammates Dane 
Belton and Riley Moss, who were 
each selected in the last two NFL 
Drafts, respectively.

Now, the fifth-year senior leads 
a stout Hawkeye defense in pass 
deflections and interceptions 
and was named a second-team 
midseason All-American by the 
 Associated Press.

“I’m kind of glad [how] it hap-
pened,” Castro said at a July media 
availability. “It’s like coming to Iowa 
and having to wait to play and just 

learning the whole 
time — it’s a hum-
bling experience.” 

Castro’s  three 
interceptions nine 
games into the season 
thus far is tied at third 
overall in the Big Ten 
and knotted at fourth 
in the NCAA, but he’s 

been making an even greater impact 
on Iowa fans for laying the hitstick 
on his opponents.

“Castro … he hits hard. Everybody 
sees it,” Iowa running back Leshon 

Williams said at an Oct. 17 media 
availability. “When he hits people, 
they go down.”

Castro approaches his hard-hit-

ting tackles in a methodic, 
systematic way. 

“I feel like it’s affecting [the oppo-
nents’] game because, in the back of 

their mind, they know that I can just 
come out of nowhere and hit them,” 
Castro said. 

One player who can attest to 
Castro’s hitting capabilities is Wis-
consin running back Braelon Allen, 
who Castro pounded on a fourth-
and-1 play late in their Oct. 14 
matchup, nearly forcing a fumble on  
the collision. 

“That’s the mental part of the 
game I try to enforce because 

whether or not they know [where 
I am], that’s breaking them down 
slowly and slowly,” Castro said. 

But his aggressive playstyle 
reflects the challenging upbringing 
he faced as an adolescent in Chi-
cago. 

“We didn’t play with pads,” 
Castro said in an interview with 
Our Esquina. “I got used to the 
physicality. We played tackle. We  
didn’t care.”

 Ayrton Breckenridge | The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Sebastian Castro prepares to tackle Utah State running back Davon Booth during a football game between No. 25 Iowa and Utah State 
at Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 2. The Hawkeyes defeated the Aggies, 24-14. Castro ranks first on the team with three interceptions this season.

Castro

Williams

“We didn’t play with pads. I got used to the physicality. 
We played tackle. We didn’t care.”

Sebastian Castro
Iowa defensive back
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Early	days 

Growing up in Oak Lawn, a Chicago sub-
urb, Castro, along with his mother and older 
brother, Roque, lived with his grandparents 
Jose and Teresa Gonzalez. The household 
would fill up to nearly 10 people as Castro’s 
cousins would also stay there. 

Castro was only a month old when his 
father was sent to prison, leaving both him 
and his brother to look toward Jose as a pos-
itive role model. 

“He’s the provider and protector of his 
family,” Castro said regarding his grandfa-
ther. “I always looked up to him.”

With kids of all ages running around the 
Gonzalez home, Castro grew up recreating 
WWE moves and playing football with his 
older brother and cousins. It was during 
these early and sometimes violent instances 
in his grandparents’ home that Castro said 
he developed his hard-hitting mentality as 
a player. 

“Playing with older kids growing up, I was 
scared to go against them because I didn’t 
know what it felt like to get hit like that, 
and once I realized it wasn’t that bad, I just 
embraced it,” Castro said. 

Castro’s love for football grew as games 
in the backyard with his family evolved into 
Pop Warner football and eventually suiting 
up for the Richards High School Bulldogs. 

Castro learned how to play football at the 
next level from Roque, who’s three years 
older than him and was a defensive back for 
St. Xavier University, an NAIA school.

And Castro excelled for the Bulldogs, 
joining with Williams as the team made it 
to the state playoffs three straight seasons 
and earning first-team All-State honors as 
a junior and senior. 

Castro finished his final season of high 
school with 95 total tackles, 6.5 tackles for 
loss, and six interceptions. He was named 
Player of the Year by The Reporter and 
Daily Southtown. 

During this time, the three-star recruit 
began receiving offers from schools such as 
Iowa State, Minnesota, and Syracuse. How-
ever, he fell in love with Iowa following a 
visit in his junior year.

“When I first came here, I really knew 
nothing about Iowa, but when I just saw 
how everyone operated and the production 
and consistency they had, [committing] was 
almost like an easy decision,” Castro said at 
a Sept. 13 media availability.

Trusting	the	process
Castro redshirted at Iowa in 2019 and 

appeared briefly in just one game during 
the COVID-19-shortened 2020 season. He 
saw action in all 14 contests in 2021, rack-
ing up six tackles while playing mostly on 
special teams.

He admitted to being humbled his first 
few years at Iowa, struggling to see any 
meaningful playing time in a defensive back 
room that consisted of future NFL players 
Geno Stone and Michael Ojemudia.

“I was a star player in high school, and I 
think I’m going to walk into Iowa and just 
start,” Castro said. “I had the talent, but I 
wasn’t a good player. That was hard for me 
to accept as an 18-19 year-old.”

But he remained patient with his role in 
the program and took the time during his 
first couple of years at Iowa to master defen-
sive coordinator Phil Parker’s scheme while 

 Grace Smith | The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Sebastian Castro catches an interception during a Cy-Hawk football game between Iowa and Iowa State at Jack Trice Stadium 
in Ames on Sept. 9. The Hawkeyes defeated the Cyclones, 20-13. Castro finished his final season of high school with 95 total tackles and six picks.

 Grace Smith | The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Sebastian Castro sacks Kentucky quarterback Destin Wade during the 
TransPerfect Music City Bowl at Nissan Stadium in Nashville on Dec. 31, 2022. The Hawkeyes 
defeated the Wildcats, 21-0.

“Playing with older kids growing 
up, I was scared to go against 

them because I didn’t know what 
it felt like to get hit like that, and 
once I realized it wasn’t that bad, I 

just embraced it.”

Sebastian Castro
Iowa defensive back
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 Emily Nyberg | The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Sebastian Castro runs to tackle a Wisconsin player during a football game between Iowa 
and Wisconsin at Camp Randall Stadium in Madison, Wisconsin on Oct. 14. The Hawkeyes defeated the Badgers, 
15-6.

CASTRO
from 5

catching the eye of coaches on the scout team. 
“I heard rumors of what he was doing on the 

scout team his freshman year and how [coaches] 
would get mad at him for tackling 
guys, but he’s one of those dudes who 
just sits in Coach Parker’s room and 
listens to everything he says,” Iowa 
linebacker Jay Higgins said at Iowa 
football’s 2023 media day. 

It wasn’t until last season that Cas-
tro’s role on the defense increased, 
starting eight games at the CASH 
position, which is a hybrid position 

of a defensive back and linebacker. He finished 
the season with 33 tackles, two forced fumbles, 
and one sack, including a career-high five tackles 
in Iowa’s 21-0 Music City Bowl win over Kentucky 
last season.

“He’s an aggressive, tough guy, who’s totally 
committed and 100 percent onboard,” Iowa head 

coach Kirk Ferentz said following 
Iowa’s  20-13 win against Iowa State. 

Castro’s performance so far in 
2023 has been a bright spot on a 
7-2 Iowa team still in the running to 
compete for a Big Ten Championship 
despite being hindered by injuries on 
the offense.

 Iowa junior defensive lineman 
Yahya Black said the team can always depend on 

Castro being in the right position to make a play. 
“He’s a pretty soft-spoken guy, but he’s all busi-

ness, and when it comes time to play, 
he doesn’t miss,” Black said at an Oct. 
25 media availability. 

Once a three-star prospect and 
111th-ranked safety in his class accord-
ing to 247 Sports, Castro is now a key 
member of the 2023 Hawkeye defense 
as a top-five tackler and disruptive force 
for any opponent. 

Castro’s performance this season is a testament to 
his commitment to developing as a player — a commit-
ment he made with himself on why he decided to ride 
it out with Iowa. 

“I made a deal with myself that until you start play-
ing at a high level consistently all the time, you don’t 
have the right to transfer,” Castro said. “I felt if I did 
[transfer], I would regret it.”

“I made a deal with myself that until you 
start playing at a high level consistently 
all the time, you don’t have the right to 
transfer. I felt if I did [transfer], I would 

regret it.”

Sebastian Castro
Iowa defensive back

Ferentz

Black

Higgins
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IOWA	-1 				RUTGERS	+1

ARIZONA	-10 ALABAMA	-11

UNDER	28.5 UNDER	28.5

The Scarlet Knights boast a middle-of-the-pack 
run defense that allows 122.6 yards per game on 
the ground, but they rank 126th in defensive rush-
ing success rate and 125th in defensive line yards. 
The Hawkeyes don’t excel in those areas offensive-
ly, but they should prevail in a mucky one.

Even with the home crowd at Kinnick, Iowa is 
squaring up with the best rushing defense it’s 
seen since Minnesota, and we all know how that 
turned out. This Rutgers squad isn’t the laughing 
stock of recent years, and it has the potential to 
wipe the smiles off the faces of the Iowa faithful. 

Rutgers leads the nation in preventing explosive-
ness on the defensive side of the ball, while Iowa 
ranks outside the top 120 in creating big plays on 
offense. On the other side, the Hawkeyes’ defense 
comes in at second nationally in defending explo-
sive plays. 
 

Even if mobile Rutgers’ QB Gavin Wimsatt leads 
his squad to 17 points, his Iowa counterpart Dea-
con Hill, with help from his defense, will have to 
conjure up 12 points against the fifth-best scoring 
defense in the Big Ten, a unit that yielded just 28 
offensive points to the No. 1 team in the nation. 

New Wildcat QB Noah Fifita and his star re-
ceivers will dice up a poor Colorado defense.  

The Tide have won their past two games by 14 
points each, both against ranked teams. 

$1543 $1721

Ruden’s 2023 record: 17-10 McGowan’s 2023 record: 19-8

The Daily Iowan’s official bettor’s guide to Iowa football’s
Week 11 matchup with Rutgers.

http://www.kwikstar.com
http://www.tech-assoc.com
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#54 Anterio Thompson  •  Sophomore  |  Defensive lineman  |  6-foot-3  |   Dubuque, IA 

One on One:  
Anterio  Thompson
The Hawkeye defensive lineman talked 
cartoons and his pet Chihuahua with The 
Daily Iowan Sports Editor Kenna Roering.

Health Department Approved and Clean, Licensed FacilityHealth Department Approved and Clean, Licensed Facility
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119 ½ E. Washington St.,
Iowa City (next to Target)

319.339.TAT2 (8282)
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The Daily Iowan: What’s been your favorite part about Iowa City so far? 
Anterio Thompson: Just the bond that everybody has with each other. I mean, everybody’s gonna say 
‘Hi’ to you. Everybody’s gonna say, ‘What’s up,’ to you. It’s not like you’re just gonna come into this  
building and feel like you’re just alone.

Is there anything you like to do with your teammates off the field?
I mean, we’re very competitive. I wouldn’t say like we play basketball, [because] we know that we’re in 
season. But, like, we’ll go around, shoot a couple of hoops, play some video games here and there.

Did you have a favorite cartoon when you were younger?
“Courage the Cowardly Dog.” I just liked how you know it’s not real, but the fact that a dog is able to 
talk a little bit and do that, it’s just cool.

Do you have a lot of family come down to games being kind of a local guy?
My family comes all the time. And then I have some teammates. And then some coaches were popping 
up here and there, but they’re very supportive.

Do you have a piece of advice or a life motto you live by every day?
Just get one percent better. That’s the one thing I go by. [Iowa defenisve line coach Kelvin] Bell talks 
to me all the time, talking about how I just need to improve every day. Yes, I’m not in the rotation right 
now. But I’m improving, and if I get one percent better each day, I’m gonna get closer and closer to 
that. 

If you could eat one thing for the rest of your life what would it be?
A really good bowl of chicken Alfredo. 

What’s your favorite chicken Alfredo you’ve had?
I think the one that my mom makes. She makes the best ones. I tried the one at Olive Garden. It was 
good, but it wasn’t great. 

Do you have any pets?
I have a dog. It’s a Chihuahua mixed with a Wiener dog. We call her Lady. She’s at home. She’s a little 
brat. 

Find more online
This interview has been lightly edited for
length and clarity. Read the full interview at
dailyiowan.com.

http://hotspottattoo.com
http://marcosgrilledcheese.com
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http://www.OldCapitolTownCtr.com
http://www.coralvillepubliclibrary.org
http://mercycare.org/nursingcareers


Saturday | 11 a.m. |
 

Maryland (5-4, 2-4)
Nebraska (5-4, 3-3) 

Memorial Stadium 
Lincoln, NE

Line: Maryland -2.5 | O/U: 41.5

Saturday | 2:30 p.m. |

Northwestern (4-5, 2-4)
Wisconsin (5-4, 3-3)

Camp Randall Stadium
Madison, WI

Line: Wisconsin -10 | O/U: 44.5

Saturday | 11 a.m. |

Minnesota (5-4, 3-3)
Purdue (2-7, 1-5)

Ross-Ade Stadium
West Lafayette, IN

Line: Minnesota -9.5 | O/U: 53

Saturday | 11 a.m. |

No. 3 Michigan (9-0, 6-0)
No. 10 Penn State (8-1, 5-1)  

Beaver Stadium  
University Park, PA

Line: Michigan -5 | O/U: 44.5

Saturday | 6:30 p.m. |

Michigan State (3-6, 1-5)
No. 1 Ohio State (9-0, 6-0)

Ohio Stadium  
Columbus, OH

Line: Ohio State -28.5 | O/U: 46.5

Saturday | 2:30 p.m. |

Rutgers (6-3, 2-2)
No. 22 Iowa (7-2, 4-2) 

Kinnick Stadium
Iowa City, IA

Line: Iowa -1 | O/U: 28.5
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WEEK ELEVEN

Power Rankings
1. Michigan
Harbaugh’s in hot water — again.

2. Ohio State  
The Buckeyes’ defense doesn’t quite match up 
with the Wolverines. 

3. Penn State 
We will see what the Nittany Lions are all about 
this Saturday.

4. Rutgers 
The Scarlet Knights held tough with the Buck-
eyes.

5. Iowa 
The Hawks just keep finding a way to win. 

6. Minnesota
Squeaking out a win over Iowa is literally the 
only reason the Gophers are here. 

7. Wisconsin  
Tough last couple of weeks for this highly-antici-
pated Air Raid offense.

8. Nebraska 
I ranked Nebraska last at one point. This just 
shows how bad the Big Ten West is.

9. Northwestern  
Holding Iowa to 10 points isn’t impressive, it’s 
expected.

10. Illinois
The Fighting Illini’s last three games have been 
decided by four or fewer points. 

11. Maryland
The Terps started off hot with five straight dubs 
and have been a train wreck since. 

12. Indiana
The Hoosiers earned a good morale boost 
against Wisconsin after losing four in a row. 

13. Michigan State
I try to feel bad for the Spartans, but I just can’t 
after that 2015 Big Ten Championship game. 

14. Purdue 
The Boilermakers blow. 

Kenna Roering
Sports Editor

MARYLAND NEBRASKA

NORTHWESTERN WISCONSIN

MINNESOTA PURDUE

MICHIGAN PENN STATE

MICHIGAN STATE OHIO STATE

RUTGERS IOWA

With a win on Saturday, 
Nebraska will be bowl eligible 
for the first time since 2016. I’m 
not sure that’s a good thing.

A loss to the Wildcats would 
make an already-disappoint-
ing season for the Badgers 
that much worse. 

These two squads embody 
Big Ten West football — ugly. 
Look away, viewers. 

Can the Nittany Lions dash 
the Wolverines’ hopes of an 
undefeated season? It’s more 
likely now than ever amid 
Michigan’s sign-stealing scan-
dal, but I doubt it. 
 

This should be a blowout, but 
I don’t think the Buckeyes will 
cover. 

This will be a tough game for 
the Hawkeyes, but I’m con-
fident the Iowa defense will 
come in clutch once again. 

http://dailyiowan.com
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KID CAPTAIN

Chloe Dinkla spreads joy around UIHC
Dinkla has been diagnosed with several spinal conditions, but doesn’t let them slow her down.
Grace Olson  
News Reporter  
grace-olson@uiowa.edu   

On Saturday at Iowa football’s game against 
Rutgers at Kinnick Stadium, Kid Captain 
Chloe Dinkla will have her moment in the spo-
tlight, so much so that the 11-year-old says she 
will be as famous as Taylor Swift.

Dinkla, who is from Winterset, Iowa, has 
faced many medical conditons in her spine, 
but through it all, has remained a bright per-
sonality and supportive character.

When Dinkla’s parents, Megan and Alex, 
applied to adopt her from China at 18 months 
old, they knew she’d have a clubbed left foot; 
however, when they traveled to bring their 
daughter home they realized there was more 
to the picture.

When Dinkla’s parents brought her home 
they took her to their pediatrician in Des 
Moines, Iowa. The doctor said Dinkla most 
likely had scoliosis, a curvature of the spine, 
and that they should bring her back in about 
half a year for another checkup, but the Din-
klas said they needed a second opinion.

The family ended up at the University of 
Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital where 
they met pediatric orthopedic surgeon Stuart 
Weinstein. He did an X-ray of Dinkla’s back 
and confirmed the earlier diagnosis. In addi-
ton, Dinkla was also diagnosed with spina 
bifida, which is an incomplete closure of the 
spine,  a tethered spinal cord, and a bony mass 
that split her spinal cord.

After Weinstein examined Dinkla’s X-ray, 
UIHC doctors were able to remove the mass 
and repair her spinal cord almost immedia-
tely. 

“We’re super thankful,” Megan, Dinkla’s 
mother, said. “Dr. Weinstein had said we were 
within months of her potentially being com-
pletely paralyzed because the bone spur was 
rubbing into her spinal cord. She was super 

fortunate that the only function that she lost 
initially was just that left foot.”

Now, Dinkla is 11-years-old and faces all 
her medical conditions with little to no worry.

“Chloe is an absolute rockstar,” Alex, Din-
kla’s father, said. “It is unbelievable how brave 
this little girl is. She has not let any part of this 
slow her down.”

As Dinkla has gotten older she only needs 
to visit her doctors at the hospital every three 
months to have her spine “stretched”. She 
has MAGnetic Expansion Control (MAGEC) 
rods in her back. These rods respond to an 
external device that spins a magnet in the 
rods to make them longer. This allows Din-
kla’s spine to grow normally as the rest of her 
body does. 

Once the pain gets to be too much, it’s up to 
Dinkla to tell Weinstein when she wants her 
permanent rod to be put in, one that will not 
grow as she does.

Living in Winterset, Dinkla goes to school 
and cheers on her siblings at their sports 
games. She loves singing and dancing and is 
most looking forward to meeting the cheer 
and dance teams on Saturday. 

Although she can’t participate in gymna-
stics or any movements that involve a lot 
of bending, Dinkla’s parents say one of her 
favorite activities is filming TikTok dances 
with her older brother, Brayden.

The song Dinkla chose to play during the 
wave will be “This Is Me” from “The Greatest 
Showman.”

“Sometimes before I go into surgery, I sing 
that song in my head,” she said.

The entire family is very excited for the 
game and the opportunity to celebrate Dinkla 
and all the kids in the hospital. Dinkla said 
she hopes that all the kids in the hospital feel 
happy all the time and hopes the wave makes 
them smile a lot.

“Chloe has to take a backseat a lot just 
because of things that she can’t do, and her 
siblings are all in sports and very active and 
I think sometimes it’s probably hard for her 
to sit in the background and watch them do 
things,” Megan said. “So this is really her 
moment to shine. It’s just really fun to see her 
excited about something and looking forward 
to something that’s truly for her.”

Contributed by Taylor Vessel  | University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics

Chloe Dinkla’s favorites:
Food: Spaghetti 
Color: Teal 
Animal: Cat 
Vacation spot: Sandy Beach in Minnesota
Sport: Basketball  
Player: Caitlin Clark 
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RUTGERS
I’ve been scared of this 
game all year. Jersey is 

no joke.

IOWA
The Hawks have won 15 

of their last 16  
November games.  

IOWA
I’ll never pick against 

the Hawkeyes. Take that 
how you will. 

IOWA
Keep feeding Coop the 

ball on offense.

IOWA
Bet the under. 

IOWA
What the heck,  
it’s November.

 

IOWA
There is a real possibility 
that no touchdowns  

are scored.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

MISSOURI
Shakespeare’s Pizza is 
pretty good, especially 
on a midsummer night.  

MISSOURI
Missouri’s defense 

will be better this time 
against the Vols.  

TENNESSEE
Josh Dobbs, UTK alum. 

He is the future.

TENNESSEE
A revitalized Tiger team 
won’t make a difference. 
Vols’ win streak to five. 

TENNESSEE
Unless Chase Daniel’s 
at QB, I’m not buying 

Mizzou.

MISSOURI
A really fun SEC East 
game that doesn’t 

matter in the standings. 

TENNESSEE
Never forget when 

Missouri ducked Iowa in 
a football series. 

GEORGIA
Millie would growl with 
disappointment if I  
said otherwise.  

GEORGIA	
The Bulldogs are 

vulnerable but will pull 
out with a win.

GEORGIA
Boring.

GEORGIA
Great SEC matchups 

this week. 

GEORGIA
Bulldogs stay unbeaten.

GEORGIA
Get ready for another 
Bulldogs vs. Crimson 

Tide SEC Championship. 

GEORGIA
Two coaches with 

visors walk in, only one 
can leave.

MICHIGAN
49ers Jim aided my 

fashion sense. Come to 
the Bears. Please.  

MICHIGAN
In Happy Valley or not, 
Michigan is just better.

MICHIGAN
Let’s call this one, “The 
Battle of the Scandals.” 

PENN	STATE
Harbaugh suspended or 
not, give me the Nittany 

Lions at home.

PENN	STATE
Too much outside noise 
for Michigan right now. 

MICHIGAN
Wolverines have figured 
out James Franklin’s 
signs for flopping.

PENN	STATE
All signs point to the 
Wolverines missing 
Connor Stalions. 

WASHINGTON
Stay at the American 

Hotel in Seattle. 
Great place.  

WASHINGTON
I’m a huge fan of HC 

Kaleb DeBoer.

WASHINGTON
Utah is the most 

stagnant team that is 
consistently ranked.

WASHINGTON
Don’t mention Riley 
Moss 9/4/2021 to QB 
Michael Penix Jr.  

UTAH
Washington’s lack of 
defense will finally 

catch up. 

WASHINGTON	
Huskies have those  

CFP hopes.

WASHINGTON
The Huskies are a legit 

title contender.

OREGON
My uncle thinks Phil 
Parker will go to USC. 
What a joke ... right?

OREGON
USC scoring 42 points 
in a loss is insanity. 
Iowa could never.

OREGON
That camera operator 

was wrong for recording 
Williams crying. 

OREGON
Caleb Williams is the 
Drake of CFB. I’ll leave 
the meaning up to you.

OREGON
Iowa could score 25 
points against USC’s 
defense. Ducks roll.

OREGON
9:30 p.m. Saturday 

game on BTN  
next season.

OREGON
USC’s defense is the 

Iowa offense of defenses.

On The Line The Daily Iowan staff share their predictions and thoughts on this week’s upcoming games. 

http://www.kathyfobian.com
http://dst-ic.com
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Telluride

IOWA CITY’S BIG 3

278 E Court St

608.233.4440 | www.iowa-city.apartments

• First Floor Lounge Area
• Fully Furnished
• Internet Included

• First Floor Lounge Area w/Full Wet Bar
• Roof Top Grilling Area
• Fully Furnished
• Big Screen Smart TV Included
• Internet Included

• First Floor Lounge Area 
• Roof Top Grilling Area
• Fully Furnished 
• Big Screen Smart TV Included
• Internet Included

Whistler
416 E Iowa Avenue

Breckenridge
707 S Dubuque Street

J Michael Real Estate

Now Renting For 2024

http://www.iowa-city.apartments
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