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Fifth-year defensive tackle 
Logan Lee is dedicated to 
helping his teammates 
grow on and off the field.
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Five things to watch

1.	Performance	of	tight	ends
Now with Erick All out for the season, Iowa 

is left with a tight end room that has caught 
a grand total of eight passes in the Black and 
Gold over the past two seasons. Five of these 
receptions have come from senior Steven 
Stillianos, who is now listed as the starter on 
the depth chart. A transfer from Lafayette, 
Stillianos earned All-Patriot League first-
team honors in the spring and fall of 2021. 
Stillianos said he’s valued his time in Iowa 
City, especially learning from Hawkeye TE 
coach Abdul Hodge, who has taught him to 
be an all-around tight end, one who is both 
confident to run routes and unafraid to block 
in the run game. 

Also, Hawkeye head coach Kirk Ferentz 
mentioned fullback Hayden Large as another 
possible option at tight end, as Large played 
the position for three years while at Dordt 
University in Sioux Center, Iowa. During 
that time, Large recorded 62 catches for 950 
yards and 12 touchdowns. Don’t be surprised 
to see a mixed bag of tight ends out there, as 
probably three to four will see action as the 
Hawkeyes run multi-TE sets a lot. I’m not 
saying these replacements must put up num-
bers, but they need to at least catch passes 
when needed, especially on third down.

2.	Run	game

Time and time again, the Iowa ground game 
has proven it’s capable of carrying the offense, 
but oftentimes this production comes through 
one big play, such as Kaleb Johnson’s 67-yard 
score against Purdue and Leshon Williams’ 
82-yard TD run last week against Wisconsin. 
Eliminating Williams’ highlight, the Hawkeyes 
ran for just 2.5 yards per carry. Nevertheless, 
Minnesota is rather average against the run, 
ranking 65th in the FBS in terms of rushing 
defense, allowing 137 rushing yards per game 
to its opponents. 

Completing passes at a 34 percent clip this 
season, Hill’s accuracy at QB is still a concern, 
so Iowa’s offense on Saturday will feature 
plenty of handoffs. How consistent the run 
game can be will be answered on Saturday, 
and the Hawkeyes will receive a much-needed 
boost with the likely return of running back 
Jaziun Patterson, whom Ferentz hinted could 
be back on the field this weekend against the 
Gophers. 

3.	Deacon	Hill	turnovers
I know I’ve been saying this for the last cou-

ple weeks now, but Hill can throw for as few 
yards as he wants, as long as he doesn’t turn 
the ball over. The Wisconsin transfer almost 
threw two picks against his former team last 
week, the second of which would’ve put the 
Badgers within field goal range. The last thing 
the Hawkeyes need to do is keep their defense 
on the field longer than it has to be, as the unit 
will be taking a physical beating as a result of 
Minnesota’s tendency to keep the ball on the 
ground. Hill will throw the ball when he needs 
to, but  he has to keep possession, or else Iowa 
will be in trouble, and the idea of backup Joe 
Labas under center will be a stronger possi-
bility.

4.	Defensive	line	impact
Minnesota has been known for having size up 

front on its offensive line, and its 2023 squad is 
no different. The smallest person on the Gophers’ 
front five is center Nathan Boe, who stands at six-
foot-five and 300 pounds. Stationed around Boe 
are six-foot-five and six-foot-seven guards Tyler 
Cooper and Martes Lewis, while on the edges at 
the tackle spots are 2022 All-Big Ten honorable 
mentions Quinn Carroll and Aireontae Ersery.

Breaking through such a “wall” of an offensive 
line will be tough on Iowa’s rather undersized 
defensive linemen, such as Joe Evans, who is 
listed at six-foot-two and 252 pounds. Evans said 
Tuesday that proper fundamentals and staying 
low in his pass rush will prevent him from being 
“thrown out of the club” by his opponents. With 
the health of six-foot-five defensive tackle Yahya 
Black in question, the Hawkeyes’ QB pressure 
needs to be consistent if they want to be as dis-
ruptive as they were in the past two contests.

5.	Limiting	penalties
Here’s a fun fact: Minnesota and Iowa rank 

fourth and sixth in the nation, respectively, 
in fewest number of penalties on the season. 
Why that is could have to do with a lack of pass 
attempts, as pass blocking often results in more 
holding calls, but I’m not certain. What the stat 
does tell me is both squads are disciplined, and 
will have to continue to be so on Saturday. 

Against Wisconsin, Iowa had an unusual 
amount of penalties, registering five flags result-
ing in a total of 55 yards lost. Those five nearly 
make up a quarter of the Hawkeyes’ total of 22 
for the season. While it may sound obvious, pen-
alty yards will be a huge difference-maker in this 
game, especially with the lack of offensive power.
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OFFENSE
QB	 10	 Deacon	Hill	 Soph
	 5	 Joe	Labas	 Soph

RB	 4		 Leshon	Williams	 Jr
	 2	 Kaleb	Johnson	 Soph

FB	 88		 Hayden	Large	 Sr
	 41		 Rusty	VanWetzinga	 Fr

WR	 0		 Diante	Vines	 Jr
	 18		 Alec	Wick	 Soph

WR	 89	 Nico	Ragaini	 Sr
	 6		 Seth	Anderson	 Soph

TE	 86		 Steven	Stilianos	 Sr
	 82	 Johnny	Pascuzzi	 Soph

LT	 78		 Mason	Richman	 Jr
	 71		 Jack	Dotzler	 #Fr

LG	 60		 Rusty	Feth	 Sr	
	 56	 Nick	DeJong	 Sr

C	 65		 Logan	Jones		 Jr
	 76		 Tyler	Elsbury	 Jr

RG	 77	 Connor	Colby	 Jr
	 70	 Beau	Stephens	 Soph

RT	 67		 Gennings	Dunker	 Soph
	 79		 Daijon	Parker	 Sr

PK	 18	 	Drew	Stevens	 Soph

DEFENSE
LE	 45		 Deontae	Craig	 Jr
	 48		 Max	Llewellyn	 Soph

LT	 94		 Yahya	Black	 Jr
	 95		 Aaron	Graves	 Soph

RT	 85		 Logan	Lee	 Sr
	 55		 Jeremiah	Pittman	 Soph

RE	 13		 Joe	Evans	 Sr
	 49		 Ethan	Hurkett	 Jr

	 37		 Kyler	Fisher	 Sr
	 29		 Sebastian	Castro	 Sr

MLB	 34		 Jay	Higgins	 Sr
	 41		 Jaden	Harrell	 Soph

WLB	 10		 Nick	Jackson	 Sr
	 37		 Kyler	Fisher	 Sr

CB	 3		 Cooper	DeJean	 Jr
	 17		 Brenden	Deasfernandes	 Jr

SS	 1		 Xavier	Nwankpa	 Soph
	 29		 Sebastian	Castro	 Sr

FS	 30		 Quinn	Schulte	 Sr
	 4		 Koen	Entringer	 #Fr

CB	 27		 Jermari	Harris	 Jr
	 20	 Deavin	Hilson	 Soph

P	 9		 Tory	Taylor	 Sr

OFFENSE
QB		 8		 Athan	Kaliakmanis	 Soph
	 12		 Cole	Kramer	 Sr

RB		 2	 Sean	Tyler	 Sr
	 21	 Bryce	Williams		 Sr

WR		 7		 Chris	Autman-Bell	 Sr
	 15		 Kenric	Lanier	II	 Fr

WR		 9	 Daniel	Jackson	 Sr
	 11		 Elijah	Spencer	 Jr

WR		 4	 Corey	Crooms	Jr.	 Sr
	 13	 Kristen	Hoskins	 Fr

TE		 88	 Brevyn	Spann-Ford	 Sr
	 87	 Nick	Kallerup	 Sr

LT		 69	 Aireontae	Ersery	 Jr	 	
	 59		 Tony	Nelson	 #Fr

LG		 75	 Tyler	Cooper	 Sr
	 55		 Karter	Shaw	 Sr

OC		 66		 Nathan	Boe	 Sr
	 55		 Karter	Shaw	 Sr

RG		 71	 Martes	Lewis	 Jr
	 78	 Ashton	Beers	 #Fr

RT		 77	 Quinn	Carroll	 Sr
	 50	 JJ	Guedet	 Sr

PK		 99	 Dragan	Kesich	 Sr

DEFENSE
DE		 97	 Jalen	Logan-Redding	 Jr
	 17		 Jah	Joyner	 Jr

DT		 93	 Kyler	Baugh	 Sr	 	
	 96		 Logan	Richter	 Sr

DT		 91	 Devon	Eastern	 Soph
	 8	 Darnell	Jefferies	 Sr

DE	 92		 Danny	Striggow	 Sr
	 13	 Chris	Collins	 Sr

WLB		 33		 Ryan	Selig	 Sr
	 45		 Cody	Lindenberg	 Jr

MLB	 9	 Devon	Williams		 Soph
	 19	 Joey	Gerlach	 #Fr

SLB	 6	 Maverick	Baranowski	 #Fr
	 15	 Rowan	Zolman	 Soph

CB		 5		 Justin	Walley	 Jr
	 24	 Tariq	Watson	 #Fr

SS		 27		 Tyler	Nubin	 Sr
	 7	 Aiden	Gousby	 #Fr

FS		 12	 Darius	Green	 Soph
	 16	 Coleman	Bryson		 #Fr

CB		 2		 Tre’Von	Jones	 Sr
	 18	 Ryland	Kelly	 #Fr

P		 96		 Mark	Crawford	 Sr

Leo/
Cash
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Lee

Logan Lee’s purpose extends beyond football
The defensive tackle is not only competitive, but committed to guiding others.

Kenna Roering  
Sports Editor 
mckenna-roering@uiowa.edu 

Logan Lee hasn’t had a sip of 
soda since Feb. 3, 2012. 

 After reading Tim Tebow’s 
book, “Through My Eyes,” Lee, 
11 years old at the time, couldn’t 
help but make a $100 bet with 
his father, Mitch, that he could 
stop drinking soda for a year.

A year-long bet turned into 
over a decade of dedication and a deal that the 

Orion, Illinois, native plans on sticking to for the 
rest of his life.

“I just remember as a kid being the most 
competitive in every area of life, almost a little 
excessive,” Lee said. “Whether that be in a board 
game, whether that be in a card game, whether 
that be playing soccer or playing football, I was 
just always trying to compete in every aspect.”

Lee’s competitive nature is just one reason 
why the fifth-year defensive tackle has started 
the last 34 games for the Hawkeyes. 

Treating this season like his last, the team 
captain says he is focused on having fun and 
making a positive impact on every single one 

of his teammates, whether that’s by helping a 
rookie improve their game, being a good friend, 
or sharing his Christian faith. The Hawkeyes’ 
Kirk Ferentz said having Lee’s leadership makes 
the longest-tenured head coach in the FBS feel 
like he’s “coaching a 40-year-old man.”

As the only married player on the Hawkeyes, 
Lee’s priorities stretch much further than win-
ning on the field. 

“There’s so much more to this than just foot-
ball … So being available, being able to help the 
younger guys, help the older guys just navi-
gate life, it’s a great opportunity as an elder,”  
Lee joked. 

 Path to Iowa
 
Lee said he didn’t watch much college 

football when he was a boy  but always had a 
dream of playing in the NFL. 

When Lee started playing flag football in 
elementary school, he showed natural talent 
and a desire to win. 

Mitch recalled his son challenging an 
opposing team member to a race after one 
of Lee’s games in third or fourth grade. The 
father jokingly told his son that a kid on the 
other team looked faster than him —  and Lee 
wasn’t going home without testing it out. 

“I’m talking to the dads and look over, and 
Logan’s walking over towards that huddle. 
Next thing you know, him and the blonde kid 
were lined up because they were gonna race,” 
Mitch said. “It was funny to see him walk over 
there. He wasn’t mean, it was just like, ‘Hey, 
my dad says you’re faster than me. What do 
you wanna do?’” 

Lee won the race, but Mitch was quick 
to admit that someone walked in front of  
his son’s opponent and “blocked him for  
a second.”

Lee said he started taking football more 
seriously in eighth grade when he realized he 
needed to play in college to reach the NFL. 

Lee played tight end and defensive end on 
Orion High School’s varsity team for four 
years. He holds the career sack record at the 
school with 35 and earned unanimous all-con-
ference honors on offense and defense for 
three straight seasons. 

As a sophomore, Lee totaled 11 receptions for 
120 yards and three touchdowns, along with 28 
tackles, 10 tackles for loss, and eight sacks. The 
two-way player also excelled in wrestling. He 
won a state title at 220 pounds as a sophomore 
in February 2017. The next month, Lee went on 
an unofficial visit to Iowa, and newly-appointed 
offensive coordinator Brian Ferentz offered 
him his first scholarship. 

Kirk Ferentz said he and the coaching 
staff knew about Lee and his family early 
on and liked “everything about him” in the  
recruiting process. 

“So that was just shocking because usually 
you build up with non-Power Five teams,” 
Lee said of getting offered by Iowa. “You build 
those up, and then the Power Five teams 
start coming in, but that was my first actual  
college recognition.”

Michigan offered Lee three days later, and 
over the course of the next year, he received 
interest from Notre Dame, Ole Miss, Mich-
igan State, Northwestern, Minnesota,  
and Wisconsin. 

 Jerod Ringwald | The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive linemen Noah Shannon and Logan Lee tackle Wisconsin running back Isaac Guerendo during a football game between Iowa and 
Wisconsin at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022. The Hawkeyes defeated the Badgers, 24-10.
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Lee’s last visit before choosing Iowa was Wis-
consin, which offered him a scholarship on May 
24, 2017. Mitch said the visit to Madison went 
great, but he and his wife were “pretty confi-
dent” that their son would end up choosing  
the Hawkeyes. 

 Lee planned to go on another visit to Iowa on 
Saturday, June 24, 2017 — his third visit to Iowa 
City that month. The Friday before, Lee’s mind 
was made up.

He told his family he was going to verbally 
commit to the Hawkeyes during the visit. 

Lee’s sister, Ashton, was home at the time 
from Mankato State University, where she 
played volleyball. So, the whole family sat down 
at the dining table and talked about Lee’s deci-
sion to commit to the Hawkeyes, and everyone 
was in full support.

Lee and his parents drove the hour and 15 
minutes to Iowa City and walked into Kirk Fer-
entz’s office. The athlete was rubbing his sweaty 
hands nervously on his legs, causing the Iowa 
coach to ask if everything was OK. 

“‘I’m gonna be a Hawkeye,” Lee responded. 
Mitch said Ferentz was surprised and asked 

him and his wife, Susan, if they were OK with 
their son committing — the answer was an 
immediate yes.

Not only did Mitch respect the physicality that 
Ferentz instilled in his players, but he was also 
impressed by the coach as a person. 

“He is a class act. He always starts with  
Ash, and to this day, he knows my daughter’s 
name,” Mitch said. “He will say, ‘How’s Ash-
ton doing?’ It’s like, oh my gosh, how do you  
remember that?”

A three-star recruit coming out of high 
school, Lee felt Iowa was the best place for him 
to develop as a player and person.

“I really respected the developmental staff 
and the way they took no-star recruits and 
small-town kids and developed them into start-
er-quality individuals,” Lee said. 

Lee had great success in his final two years at 
prep school, combining for 54 receptions, 937 
yards, and 18 touchdowns, as well as 120 total 
tackles, 42.5 tackles for loss, and 27 sacks over 
that span. 

He won another state wrestling title at 285 
pounds as a senior, becoming just the third two-
time state champion in school history.

 
Family-oriented

 
Beside Lee through his high school career was 

his girlfriend and now-wife, Tori. 
Tori lived in Geneseo, Illinois, about 30 min-

utes from Lee’s hometown, when the pair met 
in seventh grade at a state track meet through 
mutual friends. Lee instantly thought Tori was 
cute, but it took some time before he mustered 
up the courage to talk to her. 

“I’m like, ‘Come on, say something, Logan,’” 
Lee said. “But we’re in seventh grade, so 
nobody’s saying a word. We’re just walking in 
silence.”

When Lee finally said something, he proved 
that first impressions don’t always mean  
everything. 

“I finally muster up the courage to say, ‘Did 
you see the girl eat it yesterday in the hurdles?’” 
Lee recalled. “[Tori] stands up, looks at me, and 
says, ‘That was me,’ and then walks away. And I 
didn’t see her again for another two years.”

The pair reconnected during their freshman 
year and started dating as sophomores. Tori said 
she didn’t even know Lee was the same guy from 
seventh grade until he brought it up three years 
into the relationship. 

Since Lee lived in a different town, Tori’s 
mother asked around to see if anyone had heard 
of the guy her daughter wanted to hang out with. 
The only response she got was when she was 
checking out at Walmart, and a random person 
butted in and said, “Oh my gosh, the Lees are 
such a good family. Logan is such a good guy.” 

Tori’s mother questioned her initial good 
impression of Lee when he came to pick up Tori 
for the first time in a topless Jeep without doors.

“She was like, ‘You did not tell me it was a 
Jeep,’” Tori said of her mother’s reaction. “And 
then my mom actually sent the picture to my 
dad because he wasn’t home at the time of us 
driving away, and I will forever keep the screen-
shot of what he sent back.”

Mitch said he warned his son about picking 
Tori up in the Jeep for the first date, but Lee’s 
only other option was a van, so it was an easy 
choice for the 16-year-old. 

“They’re going on the interstate at like 60 
miles an hour, and they’re passing semis, and 
they can’t talk because there’s so much wind,” 
Mitch said. “So the first stage didn’t go so well. 
They’ve done pretty well since.”

Tori attended the University of Wiscon-
sin-Whitewater to run track, while Lee started 
his college football journey in Iowa City. The 
couple said being three hours away from each 
other was difficult, but it helped them develop a 
deeper appreciation for spending time together. 

Lee was hurt for much of his redshirt season 
in 2019, and a shoulder injury kept him out of 
spring practices in 2021.

Tori knew how to comfort Lee through his 

injuries because she tore both her ACLs in high 
school and had several major surgeries. Along 
with track, she played volleyball, soccer, and 
basketball but spent 22 months of her high 
school career in physical therapy.

“Once you lose your brace, or you’re a couple 
months into your long therapy, all that support 
kind of goes away from people because you don’t 
have that physical thing to show,” Tori said. “So 
just knowing that I was going to be there with 

 Daniel McGregor-Huyer | The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive lineman Logan Lee runs toward Northwestern quarterback Brendan Sullivan 
during a football game between Northwestern and Iowa at Kinnick Stadium on Oct. 29, 2022. 
Iowa defeated Northwestern, 33-13. Lee recorded one sack.

Jerod Ringwald | The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive lineman Logan Lee lifts his helmet while interacting with Iowa fans during a 
football game between Iowa and Minnesota at Huntington Bank Stadium in Minneapolis on 
Saturday, Nov. 19, 2022. The Hawkeyes defeated the Gophers, 13-10.

“I really respected the developmental staff and the way they took
no-star recruits and small-town kids and developed them into

starter-quality individuals.”

Logan Lee
Iowa defensive tackle 

 LEE	| 6
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him through it all, I think was my biggest thing. 
And just like checking in on him mentally 
because I feel like a lot of guys don’t talk about 
their feelings in that aspect.”

Lee asked Tori to marry him on Dec. 
30, 2021, during Iowa’s Citrus Bowl trip 
to Orlando. Lee bought the ring just a day 
before leaving and proposed at Univer-
sal Studios with his teammates watching  
from afar.  

On July 3, 2022, the couple got married at a 
small chapel in Tori’s hometown with just family 
in attendance. The reception was held at Lee’s 
parents’ house. 

For their one-year anniversary, Tori and Lee 
did vow renewals in Punta Cana in the Domin-
ican Republic. Tori said about 120 people 
attended, including some of Lee’s Iowa team-
mates – linebackers Jack Campbell and Kyler 
Fisher, tight ends Sam LaPorta and Jackson 
Frericks, and defensive back Sebastian Castro. 
Campbell was Lee’s best man in the wedding. 

“It was a party all week,” Tori said of the trip. 
“It was so much fun but very exhausting.”

Tori moved in with Lee and his four room-
mates — Fisher, Campbell, LaPorta, and 

Frericks — ahead of the 2022 season. At the 
time, Tori was a student-teacher in North Lib-
erty, so she had an opposite schedule from the 
players, who had the middle of the day off. 

Tori said she loved seeing how Lee and his 
teammates interacted and joked with one 
another. She also appreciated how they all 
treated her like family.

“I learned my biggest pet peeve is when peo-
ple put their dirty dishes in the sink when the 
dishwasher is empty,” Tori said of living with 
the five athletes. “But overall, it was super fun.” 

Lee said some of his favorite memories with 
his roommates came during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when Iowa’s strength and conditioning 
staff dropped off equipment so the group could 
work out from home. 

“We loved our garage workouts together,” 
Lee said. “It was just so much fun because you 
had to improvise with a lot of the exercises they 
were having us do. So we loved bonding through 
that.”

Tori says she fell in love with the North 
Liberty community while student teaching, 
so she and Lee moved there over the sum-
mer and now live about 20 minutes from the 
football facility. Lee may be farther from Kinn-
ick Stadium, but he still cannot escape the  
elder title.

“He goes to bed at 9:15 or tries to,” Tori said. 
“I call him ‘old man’ at home too, because if 
we’re not in bed by 9:15, he turns into a crab 
and stresses out about sleep.”

 
 Faith-driven 

 
Something that’s special to Lee and his wife is 

their Christian faith. Mitch said his son has been 
a firm believer in his faith since he was young 
and teaches him new things all the time, like 
how to read and interpret scripture.

The defensive end went on missionary trips 
to Detroit in eighth grade and Houston in his 
junior year of high school. 

“Football is secondary to what his faith is right 
now, in my opinion, and that’s not a gimmick,” 
Mitch said. 

Since Lee arrived in Iowa City, he has been 
involved with Athletes in Action (AIA), a college 
athlete ministry that seeks Christian followers 
in every sport at the university. He was on the 
introductory leadership staff as a first-year and 
has led the group since. Lee said he is thankful 
for the people in his life that he wouldn’t have 
met without AIA. 

Some of his favorite memories with the 
group have come from the ministry’s annual  
Ultimate Training Camp and his two mission 

trips to Ecuador. 
Lee said that any college athlete can attend 

the Ultimate Training Camp.
“It’s really just trying to break you down phys-

ically, mentally, and spiritually so that you have 
nothing else to rely on other than the strength 
that you have in Christ,” Lee said of the camp’s 
purpose. 

During AIA’s trips to Ecuador over spring 
break in 2022 and 2023, Lee and other 
Hawkeye athletes passed out water filters 
and shared the gospel with those in need. 
AIA partnered with Filter of Hope, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to 
providing clean drinking water to families  
in poverty. 

Lee said he tries to encourage anyone who 
will listen to grow in their faith. Tori said she’s 
loved watching Lee’s spirituality grow in their 
relationship and added that his “love for Jesus” 
is one of her favorite things about him. 

“I don’t think he knows yet just how big of an 
impact he’s had on the football team and a lot of 
people around him,” Tori said. 

Lee credits his faith for the success he’s expe-
rienced in his college career. So far this season, 
the defensive end has amassed 30 total tackles, 
3.5 tackles for loss, two pass deflections, and two 
sacks, including a career-best 10-tackle game in 
Iowa’s 20-14 win over Purdue. 

Lee said early on in his career he struggled 
because he tried too hard to be perfect. Now, 
he’s not focused as much on filling the stat sheet 
but instead cares about having fun and learning 
from his mistakes. 

“You’d see him getting better with each game 
out there because he’s more comfortable and 
more instinctive,” Kirk Ferentz said. “Now, he’s 
playing really well for us and is a great leader 
on top of it.”

 Ayrton Breckenridge | The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive lineman Logan Lee lines up during a football game between Iowa and South Dakota State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday, Sept. 3, 2022.

LEE
from 5

 Photo contributed by Tori Lee of her and Logan Lee
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MINNESOTA	+3.5 				IOWA	-3.5

PENN	STATE	+4.5 TOLEDO	-1.5

UNDER	32.5 UNDER	32.5

I’m not sure how many more games Iowa can win 
when it throws for 37 yards. That’ll make Iowa in-
credibly one-dimensional on offense, which is bad 
news against a Minnesota defense that comes in at 
49th in Defensive Line Yards. If the Gophers com-
mit to stopping the run, Iowa will be in trouble. 

I know this sounds like the perfect trap game for 
Iowa, but I believe the Hawkeyes can weather the 
storm once more at home. Even though Minneso-
ta might be returning starting running back Dar-
ius Taylor from injury, it’s not like the Hawkeyes 
haven’t contained a star in the backfield before.

Both of these teams rank inside the top 25 national-
ly in rush rate, as Minnesota runs the ball on 63.9% 
of plays while Iowa takes to the ground 59.5% of 
the time. Add in the fact that both teams are in the 
bottom third nationally in Finishing Drives on the 
offensive side, and I’ll take yet another under. 

I will admit, I got a little tempted when I saw this 
total, but nevertheless, I must stay strong. Last 
year’s matchup yielded just 23 total points, and 
I doubt this one will be much better. Both squads 
prefer to run the ball, meaning that a lot of clock 
will bleed away in what’s sure to be an ugly game.

Ohio State is wearing thin at running back and 
will face a top-tier Nittany Lion defense. 

The Rockets have the better offense and return 
key pieces from their 2022 MAC title team. 

$1175 $1349

Ruden’s 2023 record: 13-8 McGowan’s 2023 record: 15-6

The Daily Iowan’s official bettor’s guide to Iowa football’s
Week 8 matchup with Minnesota.

Health Department Approved and Clean, Licensed FacilityHealth Department Approved and Clean, Licensed Facility

WE’VE
MOVED!

119 ½ E. Washington St.,
Iowa City (next to Target)

319.339.TAT2 (8282)
hotspottattoo.com

http://dst-ic.com
http://hotspottattoo.com
http://www.kwikstar.com
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#2 T.J. Hall 
Sophomore 
Cornerback
6-foot-1
Fresno, CA

One on One: T.J. Hall  
The cornerback talked favorite meals, fruit snacks, and basketball with
The Daily Iowan Sports Editor Kenna Roering. 

Kenna Roering 
Sports Editor 
mckenna-roering@uiowa.edu 

The Daily Iowan: So you’re from Cali-
fornia; what do you miss most about 
California, and what was your favorite 
thing to do back home?

T.J. Hall: The thing I probably miss most is 
the weather in the wintertime. It gets a little 
cold here, and back in California, it’s warmer 
in the wintertime, and my favorite thing is pro-
bably going to the beach or just spending time 
with family and friends.

What’s your ‘death-row meal’ if you 
had to eat one thing before you go?

I think I’m gonna go with this place in Fre-
sno, California,  and it’s called Country Fair 
Cafe. I get the No. 2 every time, which is two 
tacos, beans, rice, and two enchiladas. I’d pro-
bably go with that.

So what do you like to do in your free 
time?

If I’m not hanging with friends or family, I 
like to play a little bit of Madden.

Are you any good?
I’m pretty good. I think I’m one of the best 

on the team. 

Who do you think is one of the worst 
on the team?

Worst on the team? Probably [redshirt fre-
shman defensive end] Brian Allen.

So is Madden like your main video 
game, or do you play any others?

I’ll play UFC Fight Night and FIFA. I’d say 
FIFA is probably my favorite other than Mad-
den. 

What’s your favorite sport to watch 
besides football? 

I’d have to say basketball—I’m a big Lakers 
fan. 

Have you always been a fan of LeBron 
James?

I would say so. I’ve always watched him, and 
he’s always been one of the best, so you always 
like to watch the best play. 

What three items would you take with 
you if you were on a deserted island?

I’d probably take my phone, water, and pro-
bably some fruit snacks. 

What are your favorite fruit snacks? 
I’d say there are two. One of them is the 

Welch’s, and the other is the Great-Value Wal-
mart Fruit Snacks. Those are the smiley-face 
ones. Those gotta be the top two. 

Do you have a favorite highlight play 
or your most embarrassing play in your 

football career? 
My favorite play as of right now would pro-

bably be back in high school when I got my first 
touchdown, which was a 100-yard pick-six. 
So that is probably one of my favorite highli-
ghts, and hopefully I can get one of those in 
the coming years. 

Do you have a go-to celebration, or 
are you not really one of those guys?

I don’t have a go-to celebration right now. 
I kinda like to celebrate, but it all depends on 
the moment. 

Find more online
This interview has been lightly edited for
length and clarity. Read the full interview at
dailyiowan.com.

 The unique tale of the Floyd of Rosedale Trophy
One pig represents over a century of cross-state tensions between Iowa and Minnesota.

Colin Votzmeyer 
Assistant Sports Editor 
colin-votzmeyer@uiowa.edu

The Iowa and Minnesota football teams 
duke it out each year for the opportunity to 
take home the Floyd of Rosedale Trophy. 
But few know the story behind one of college 
football’s most iconic rivalry hardwares.

The Hawkeyes and Golden Gophers 
first met on Nov. 2, 1891, with Minnesota 
capturing a 42-4 victory. And although Min-
nesota leads the all-time series with 67 wins 
to Iowa’s 47 — including a win streak of 12 
from 1891 to 1916 and 75-0 victory in 1903 — 
Iowa leads the trophy series with 44 of those 
wins to Minnesota’s 42.

The trophy series began with the 1934 mat-
chup between Minnesota and Iowa at Iowa 
Stadium in Iowa City. In that contest, the 
Golden Gopher defense targeted a barrage of 
rough hits at Iowa halfback Ozzie Simmons 
— one of the era’s few Black football players 
— forcing Simmons to leave the game injured 
a handful of times.

Minnesota won the contest, 48-12, set-
ting the scene for a hot rematch in 1935 in a 
return to Iowa Stadium.

Before the matchup, according to Gopher 
Sports, Iowa Gov. Clyde L. Herring said 
even if the officials ignored dirty plays on 
Simmons this time around, the Iowa crowd 
would not.

In response, Minnesota Attorney Gene-
ral Harry H. Peterson was outraged, and 
Minnesota football coach Bernie Bierman 
threatened to cut athletic relations with 
Iowa.

“Your remark that the crowd at the Iowa-
-Minnesota game will not stand for any rough 
tactics is calculated to incite a riot,” Peterson 
said, according to Minnesota Public Radio. 
“It is a breach of your duty as governor and 
evidences an unsportsmanlike, cowardly, 
and contemptible frame of mind.” 

But Minnesota Gov. Floyd B. Olson sent a 
telegram to Herring the morning of the game 
in an attempt to cool matters — a telegram 
that changed the rivalry forever.

“Minnesota folks are excited over your sta-

tement about Iowa crowds … I have assured 
them you are law-abiding gentlemen and are 
only trying to get our goat,” Olson’s telegram 
said, according to Gopher Sports. “I will bet 
you a Minnesota prize hog against an Iowa 
prize hog that Minnesota wins.”

Herring accepted, and the situation cal-
med before kickoff.

And Minnesota won the contest, 13-6, with 
no incident, as Golden Gopher players com-
plimented Simmons for his play in the game, 
with Simmons returning the praise.

Shortly after the loss, Herring obtained an 
award-winning prize pig — the brother of the 
pig in the Will Rogers movie “State Fair” — by 
way of donation from Allen Loomis, owner 
of Rosedale Farms near Fort Dodge, Iowa.

Herring named the pig Floyd after Olson 
and personally walked it into the Minnesota 
governor’s carpeted office.

And Floyd of Rosedale was thus born.
Although the pig died of cholera eight 

months later, Olson recruited Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, sculptor Charles Brioschi to cap-
ture Floyd’s image. The result was the Floyd 

of Rosedale trophy — a 98-pound bronze pig 
trophy that’s nearly two feet long and just 
over a foot high. On Saturday, the Hawkeyes 
will look to take Floyd home for  a ninth-stra-
ight year. 

 Nick Rohlman | The Daily Iowan
The Floyd of Rosedale trophy during Iowa’s 
game against Minnesota at TCF Bank Stadium 
on Oct. 6, 2018. The Hawkeyes defeated the 
Golden Gophers 48-31.
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top stories, Postgame
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Sign up at  dailyiowan.com/newsletters
The Daily Iowan
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Saturday | 11 a.m. |

No. 7 Penn State (6-0, 3-0) 
No. 3 Ohio State (6-0, 3-0)

Ohio Stadium 
Columbus, OH

Line: Ohio State -4.5 | O/U: 46.5

Saturday | 2:30 p.m. |

Northwestern (3-3, 1-2)
Nebraska (3-3, 1-2)

Memorial Stadium 
Lincoln, NE

Line: Nebraska -12 | O/U: 43

Saturday | 2:30 p.m.  |

Minnesota (3-3, 1-2)
Iowa (6-1, 3-1)

Kinnick Stadium 
Iowa City, IA 

Line: Iowa -3.5 | O/U: 32.5

Saturday | 11 a.m. |

Rutgers (5-2, 2-2)
Indiana (2-4, 0-3)

Memorial Stadium  
Bloomington, IN

Line: Rutgers -5 | O/U: 42.5

Saturday | 2:30 p.m. |

No. 2 Michigan (6-0, 4-0)
Michigan State (2-4, 0-3)

Spartan Stadium  
East Lansing, MI

Line: Michigan -24.5  | O/U: 48

Saturday | 2:30 p.m. |

Wisconsin (4-2, 2-1)
Illinois (3-4, 1-3)

Memorial Stadium 
Champaign, IL

Line: Wisconsin -2.5 | O/U: 42.5
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WEEK EIGHT

Power Rankings
1. Michigan
The Wolverines will play against actual
competition soon, right? 

2. Ohio State  
Marvin Harrison Jr. is him, but he also has a 
surprisingly long neck. 

3. Penn State 
Please stop playing nonconference games in 
October; it’s embarrassing for both sides.

4. Iowa 
Every sicko college football fan’s dream team is 
now in control of its own destiny.

5. Rutgers 
No one will talk about the Scarlet Knights’ 
20-point comeback, but I will. 

6. Wisconsin
Luke Fickell is in quite the pickle after losing to 
the worst offense in the Power Five. 

7. Maryland  
That Kevin James meme didn’t work. 

8. Minnesota
It will work its way to the basement soon.

9. Nebraska 
It’s Mediocre Central in Lincoln. 
 
10. Ilinois
Way to represent my home state and get that W. 
Governor J.B. Pritzker, pop the champagne. 

11. Purdue
Get that student a helmet, shoulder pads, and 
even an NIL deal. Forty yards are no joke. 
 
12. Northwestern
Apparently there’s a new stadium coming to 
Evanston? Good riddance, Ryan Field. 

13. Michigan State
Who knows how to do the Heimlich maneuver 
on a Spartan? 

14. Indiana 
Little known fact: the Hoosiers led by a touch-
down after 15 minutes against the Wolverines.

Matt McGowan
Pregame Editor

PENN STATE OHIO STATE

NORTHWESTERN NEBRASKA

MINNESOTA IOWA

RUTGERS INDIANA

MICHIGAN MICHIGAN STATE

WISCONSIN ILLINOIS

Finally, a watchable game in 
the Big Ten. The Nittany Lions 
have been haunted by the 
Buckeyes in the past. Either 
way, a toxic fanbase will win 
and annoy everyone.

These teams are practically 
identical. The only differences 
are their colors and helmets. 
Northwestern’s ‘N’ stands for 
“not good,” while Nebraska’s 
‘N’ stands for “knowledge.”

There should be a Manning 
Cast for this game, as it would 
be hilarious to watch the 
QBs keel over at the copious 
amount of offensive ineptitude 
in this game.

Please put some respect on 
Rutgers’ name. Meanwhile, 
Indiana is a dumpster fire. My 
Hoosier friend Eric should 
throw a chair on the field to 
send a message.

The Spartans will need at least 
two Kenneth Walkers, 12 Paul 
Bunyans, and perhaps one 
Draymond Green out on the 
gridiron if they want to have a 
chance on Saturday. 

The Badgers have to fuming 
after being embarrassed by 
the Hawkeyes last weekend, 
not to mention being trolled 
with “Jump Around.” They will 
take that anger out on good ol’ 
Illinois.
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KID CAPTAIN

Kid Captain returns for ‘profound moment’
 12-year-old Iowa football Kid Captain Bentley Erickson spent much his life as an infant in the hospital.

Cooper     Worth    
Pregame Reporter  
cooper-worth@uiowa.edu

For Bentley Erickson, returning to Iowa 
City usually isn’t a good thing.

The Ericksons have been visiting Iowa 
City and the University of Iowa Stead Family 
Children’s Hospital consistently for the past 
12 years, as their youngest son, Bentley, 
received multiple life-saving surgeries from 
physicians at the hospital.

But now that Bentley, 12, is being reco-
gnized as the Kid Captain for the Week 8 
Iowa football game against Minnesota, the 
Ericksons are looking forward to this trip.

“Having spent so much time at the hospi-
tal, we really established good relationships 
with all the staff that played a huge part in 
helping Bentley, so we’re looking forward to 
catching up with them,” Bentley’s mother, 
Kris, said.

Bentley, who has spent a lot of his life 
receiving care at the UI Stead Family Child-
ren’s Hospital, was born 31 weeks premature 
into his mother’s pregnancy, which caused 
him to develop Goldenhar syndrome, a rare 
disorder that affects the development of the 
face and skull, and VACTERL association, a 
group of conditions that affect the vertebrae, 
anus, cardiac system, trachea, esophagus, 
renal system (kidneys), and limbs.

He was also diagnosed early on with eso-
phageal atresia, where his upper and lower 
esophagus do not connect, preventing food 
from getting to the stomach, and tracheo-
esophageal fistula, an abnormal connection 
between the esophagus and trachea.

While Bentley stayed in the children’s 
hospital for four months after his birth to 
recover from his surgeries, the Ericksons 
became close with UIHC pediatric surgeon 
Graeme Pitcher, who would become Ben-
tley’s primary physician.

Pitcher would go on to perform the surgery 
to provide Bentley with a natural esophagus, 
a procedure Pitcher said was challenging due 
to Bentley’s Goldenhar syndrome. 

He said throughout his career, he’s never 
had to perform a procedure quite like Ben-
tley’s.

Kris credits Pitcher for saving Bentley’s 
life multiple times.

“[Pitcher] is our knight in shining armor 
… We do think he’s the best, and if anyone 
disagrees, we have a problem,” Kris joked.

Before their Zoom interview with The 
Daily Iowan, Kris told Pitcher that Bentley 

had eaten potatoes and carrots for the first 
time.

“That’s the first time that he ate them, and 
he was able to because [Pitcher] gave him a 
natural esophagus, and [Bentley] just did 
the happiest dance in the world because he 
accomplished that, and every inch-stone 
eventually will equal a milestone,” she said.

Pitcher said it’s been astonishing to watch 
Bentley progress throughout the years and 
said it’s great to see him healthy outside of 
the hospital.

“Bentley has now moved from the sick kid 
category to the healthy kid category, and it 
just gives me joy when I see him,” he said.

Natives of northern Iowa, the Ericksons 

moved to Brainerd, Minnesota, after Bentley 
was born. When asked if their family would 
root for the Gophers or the Hawkeyes, Kris 
gave a definitive answer.

“One hundred percent, we will be 
rooting for the Hawkeyes,” she said. “We 
are the obnoxious people in our Minnesota 
neighborhood who have Hawkeye flags and 
signs outside our door.”

Besides rooting for the Hawkeyes, Bentley 
also enjoys playing sports video games on 
his Xbox, spending time with his two adult 
siblings, Clint and Kennedy, and playing 
with his service dog, Maya.

Iowa head football coach Kirk Ferentz said 
Bentley is also a big fan of former Hawkeye 

tight end and current San Francisco 49er 
George Kittle.

Kris said the last time Bentley was in Iowa 
City was when the family attended Iowa foot-
ball’s Kids’ Day at Kinnick this past August. 
While there, she asked Bentley if he remem-
bered being in the hospital.

“I told him, ‘Isn’t it grand to be on the out-
side of the hospital for the first time here 
rather than on the inside of the hospital 
fighting for your life?’” Kris said. “I can’t 
tell you how many times we have stepped 
on the inside [of the hospital] just trying to 
survive, just praying to God not to die or to 
just get home … This is definitely a profound 
moment for Bentley.”

Carly Schrum | The Daily Iowan
Kid Captain Bentley Erickson reacts as he exits the Kinnick tunnel during Kids’ Day at Kinnick in Iowa City on Saturday, August 12, 2023. Erickson is 
the Kid Captain for Iowa’s game against Minnesota on Oct. 21. 
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IOWA
Deacon Hill throws two  
touchdown passes. 
There, I said it. 

IOWA
This little piggy is stay-

ing home.

IOWA
“He can’t keep getting 
away with it!” - Jesse 

Pinkman.

IOWA
The Hawkeyes persist 
through injuries like 

cockroaches to a nuke.

IOWA
The Hawkeyes could 
win this one, 2-0. 

IOWA
Fifteen points will be 

enough.
 

IOWA
Minnesota hasn’t won 
in Iowa City in the 21st 

century.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

OHIO	STATE
 From what I’ve heard, 
James Franklin isn’t fun 

to be around.  

PENN	STATE
This will be an all-timer.

OHIO	STATE
Game of the week. Why 

is it at 11 a.m.?

PENN	STATE
The Nittany Lions are 
peaking right now and 
will pull off the upset. 

PENN	STATE
Rematch of the White 

Out in Indy?

OHIO	STATE
The Buckeyes should 
score a lot of points. 

 

PENN	STATE
The Big Ten East gaunt-
let is almost as exciting 

as 15-6 games.

FLORIDA	STATE
Please, someone bap-
tize these Blue Devils.  

FLORIDA	STATE
National Championship 

contenders. 

FLORIDA	STATE
I regret what I said earli-
er. FSU football is back.

FLORIDA	STATE
I’m a big fan of Duke’s 
Old English jerseys. 

FLORIDA	STATE
I’m usually more excited 
to see these two on the 

hardwood.

FLORIDA	STATE
ACC games can be fun. 

 

FLORIDA	STATE
Duke reverting back 
to basketball-school 

status.

WEST	VIRGINIA
“Rocky Mountain High” 
has the greatest album 

cover of all time.

OKLAHOMA	STATE
The Mountaineers are 
coming off a heart-

breaker. 

OKLAHOMA	STATE
I’m a Rickie Fowler fan, 

so Go Pokes.

WEST	VIRGINIA	
The Mountaineers 
bounce back after a 
heart-crushing loss. 

WEST	VIRGINIA
Songs about Oklahoma 

aren’t as catchy.

WEST	VIRGINIA
Iowa State is a half-

game out of first place. 
in the Big 12.

WEST	VIRGINIA
One of these teams lost 

to Iowa State.

ALABAMA
Morgan Wallen, stop 
singing about sports 
teams. You’ll jinx them.

ALABAMA
Milton is mid. 

ALABAMA
Put Tyler Buchner in.

ALABAMA
Tennessee has screwed 
me too many times this 

season. 

ALABAMA
Bama rolls the Vols.

ALABAMA
Tide kinda-sorta has 
figured things out.

ALABAMA	
Somehow, ‘Bama is 

going to find itself in the 
SEC Championship.

AIR	FORCE
Iowa must really sup-
port the troops based 

on its offense. 

AIR	FORCE
Shoutout to my brother, 
who is in the Air Force.

AIR	FORCE
I love America, but 

these games are brutal 
to watch.

AIR	FORCE
AMERICA, HECK YEAH!

AIR	FORCE
I bet both teams finish 
with more passing 
yards than Iowa.

AIR	FORCE
Games featuring the 
academies can be 

entertaining.

AIR	FORCE
When will the Space 
Force have a football 

team?

On The Line The Daily Iowan staff share their predictions and thoughts on this week’s upcoming games. 
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Telluride

IOWA CITY’S BIG 3

278 E Court St

608.233.4440 | www.iowa-city.apartments

• First Floor Lounge Area
• Fully Furnished
• Internet Included

• First Floor Lounge Area w/Full Wet Bar
• Roof Top Grilling Area
• Fully Furnished
• Big Screen Smart TV Included
• Internet Included

• First Floor Lounge Area 
• Roof Top Grilling Area
• Fully Furnished 
• Big Screen Smart TV Included
• Internet Included

Whistler
416 E Iowa Avenue

Breckenridge
707 S Dubuque Street

J Michael Real Estate

Now Renting For 2024

http://www.iowa-city.apartments
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