
The Daily Iowan

PREGAME
Standing out among the rest 

Iowa quarterback Deacon Hill has an 
unconventional background, but his 
unique past has guided his journey. 
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Five things to watch
OFFENSE
QB	 10	 Deacon	Hill	 Soph
	 5	 Joe	Labas	 Soph

RB	 2		 Kaleb	Johnson	 Soph
	 4	 Leshon	Williams	 Jr

FB	 88		 Hayden	Large	 Sr
	 41		 Rusty	VanWetzinga	 Fr

WR	 0		 Diante	Vines	 Jr
	 18		 Alec	Wick	 Soph

WR	 89	 Nico	Ragaini	 Sr
	 6		 Seth	Anderson	 Soph

TE	 83		 Erick	All	 Sr
	 86	 Steven	Stilianos	 Sr

LT	 78		 Mason	Richman	 Jr
	 71		 Jack	Dotzler	 #Fr

LG	 60	 Rusty	Feth	 Sr
	 76		 Tyler	Elsbury	 Jr

C	 65		 Logan	Jones		 Jr
	 66		 Jeremy	Chaplin	 Soph

RG	 77	 Connor	Colby	 Jr
	 70	 Beau	Stephens	 Soph

RT	 67		 Gennings	Dunker	 Soph
	 79		 Daijon	Parker	 Sr

PK	 18	 	Drew	Stevens	 Soph

DEFENSE
LE	 45		 Deontae	Craig	 Jr
	 48		 Max	Llewellyn	 Soph

LT	 94		 Yahya	Black	 Jr
	 95		 Aaron	Graves	 Soph

RT	 85		 Logan	Lee	 Sr
	 55		 Jeremiah	Pittman	 Soph

RE	 13		 Joe	Evans	 Sr
	 49		 Ethan	Hurkett	 Jr

	 37		 Kyler	Fisher	 Sr
	 29		 Sebastian	Castro	 Sr

MLB	 34		 Jay	Higgins	 Sr
	 41		 Jaden	Harrell	 Soph

WLB	 10		 Nick	Jackson	 Sr
	 37		 Kyler	Fisher	 Sr

CB	 3		 Cooper	DeJean	 Jr
	 2		 TJ	Hall	 Soph

SS	 1		 Xavier	Nwankpa	 Soph
	 29		 Sebastian	Castro	 Sr

FS	 30		 Quinn	Schulte	 Sr
	 4		 Koen	Entringer	 #Fr

CB	 27		 Jermari	Harris	 Jr
	 20	 Deavin	Hilson	 Soph

P	 9		 Tory	Taylor	 Sr

OFFENSE
QB		 8		 Tanner	Mordecai	 Sr
	 18		 Braedyn	Locke	 #Fr

RB		 0	 Braelon	Allen		 Jr
	 34	 Jackson	Acker	 Soph

WR		 9		 Bryson	Green	 Jr
	 4		 CJ	Williams	 Soph

WR		 13	 Chimere	Dike	 Sr
	 5		 Quincy	Burroughs	 #Fr

SLOT		 6	 Will	Pauling	 Soph
	 11	 Skyler	Bell	 Soph

TE		 87	 Hayden	Rucci	 Sr
	 38		 Tucker	Ashcraft	 Fr

LT		 79	 Jack	Nelson	 Jr
	 66		 Nolan	Rucci	 Soph

LG		 60	 Joe	Huber	 Jr
	 56		 Joe	Brunner		 Soph

C		 63		 Tanor	Bortolini	 Jr
	 61		 Dylan	Barrett	 Soph

RG		 74	 Michael	Furtney	 Sr
	 67		 JP	Benzschawel	 Soph

RT		 71	 Riley	Mahlman	 Soph
	 78	 Trey	Wedig	 Jr

K		 90		 Nathanial	Vakos	 Soph

DEFENSE
DE		 56	 Rodas	Johnson	 Sr
	 96		 Cade	McDonald	 Jr

NT		 94	 Gio	Paez	 Sr	 	
	 68		 Ben	Barten	 Jr

DE		 90	 James	Thompson	Jr.	 Jr
	 19	 Darian	Varner	 Jr

OLB		 17	 Darryl	Peterson	 Soph
	 52	 Kaden	Johnson	 Jr

ILB		 54		 Jordan	Turner	 Jr
	 39		 Tatum	Grass	 Sr

ILB		 55		 Maema	Njongmeta	 Sr
	 36	 Jake	Chaney	 Jr

OLB		 98		 C.J.	Goetz	 Sr
	 44	 Jeff	Pietrowski	Jr.	 Jr

CB		 2		 Ricardo	Hallman	 #Fr
	 21	 Jonas	Duclona	 Fr

SS		 24	 Hunter	Wohler	 Jr
	 14	 Preston	Zachman		 Jr

FS		 13	 Kamo’i	Latu	 Sr
	 26	 Travian	Baylock	 Sr

CB		 11	 Alexander	Smith	 Sr
	 10		 Nyzier	Fourqurean		 Jr

P		 49		 Atticus	Bertrams	 Fr

Leo/
Cash

1. Containing Braelon Allen 

Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz called Allen 
“a tremendous player” at his press confer-
ence on Tuesday, but his words might be an 
understatement of the Wisconsin running 
back’s talent. A third-year from Fond Du Lac, 
Wisconsin, Allen is perhaps the best rusher 
the Hawkeyes have faced this season, putting 
up 472 rushing yards and seven touchdowns 
to the tune of 6.5 yards per carry. The 2022 
consensus All-Big Ten second-teamer is also 
a factor in the receiving game, catching 18 
passes for 64 yards so far this season. Accord-
ing to Hawkeye defensive tackle Logan Lee, 
Allen has great contact balance and has the 
ability to break tackles, meaning that the Iowa 
“D” needs to be all-hands-on-deck in the run 
game. 

With Badger backup RB Chez Mellusi out 
for the year with a fractured fibula, Allen 
will be the sole focal point of the Wisconsin 
offense. How he does against the Hawkeyes 
remains to be seen, but the Iowa defensive line 
and linebackers need to be at their best to pre-
vent any explosive runs.

2. Improvement of Deacon Hill

The Black and Gold faithful got their first 
look at Hill as the starting quarterback, and 
his performance last Saturday wasn’t the best 
first impression. With multiple overthrows 
of receivers and a completion percentage of 
just 29 percent, Hill deemed his handywork 
“shaky.” Fortunately for Hill, the Hawkeye 
ground game cut him some slack by grinding 
out 181 rushing yards against Purdue.

Against the Badgers, who boast the 
27th-ranked rushing defense in the nation, 
the Hawkeyes will need to rely on a more 
accurate passing game. Hill’s overthrows may 
have been inconsequential against Purdue, 
but Wisconsin’s secondary will make him pay. 
Badger cornerback Ricardo Hallman has four 
interceptions this season, tied for the best in 
the nation. Hallman, alongside safety Hunter 
Wohler, will pose threats downfield for Hill, 
who can’t turn the ball over in this critical 
matchup. As usual, winning the turnover bat-
tle is key. 

3. Badgers’ new-look offense
While Wisconsin still prefers to run the 

ball overall, the Badgers have run a lot more 
11 personnel than in recent years, lining up 
three wide receivers and a tight end along the 
line of scrimmage with just one running back 
in the backfield. Under center in this spread 
offense is Tanner Mordecai, who transferred 
from SMU over the offseason after throwing 
33 touchdowns and 10 interceptions in a sim-
ilar scheme. 

In Wisconsin offensive coordinator Phil 
Longo’s unit, Mordecai has completed 64 
percent of his passes but has a 1-1 touch-
down-interception ratio. While the Hawkeyes 
need to be geared up for Allen in the run game, 
they also need to be cognizant of the Bad-
gers distributing the ball around. How Iowa 
defensive coordinator Phil Parker balances 
defending the run and pass will be crucial in 
helping the Hawkeyes get stops against a team 
that averages 31 points per game. If anything, 
honing in on the run would be a better strat-
egy, as the Hawkeye secondary can make the 
plays needed to stop the big gains.

4. Tanner Mordecai’s mobility 

Saturday will also be when Iowa takes on 
perhaps the most mobile quarterback they’ve 
seen this season. Mordecai has kept the ball 
himself 47 times this season, eating up 153 
yards and visiting the end zone four times. 
With a long of just 18 yards, Mordecai does 
his best work in the red zone. The Hawkeyes 
will need to keep good eyes, have patience with 
zone-read options, and keep Mordecai within 
the pocket. While Iowa’s defensive line had a 
field day last week with six sacks, getting to 
Mordecai will be difficult against a physical 
Wisconsin front five that’s given up eight sacks 
all season. Iowa linebackers Jay Higgins and 
Nick Jackson will need to keep an eye out for 
Mordecai scrambles, especially on third down.

5. Iowa receiving corps
For the past three games, the Hawkeye 

wideouts have been practically extinct on the 
stat sheet, collecting eight receptions in 12 
quarters of football. Ferentz said there have 
been no issues with keeping the position group 
engaged, but it’s up to offensive coordinator 
Brian Ferentz to design effective plays that 
space out receivers and get them open. Run-
ning the ball as often as the Hawkeyes did in 
the second half against the Boilermakers will 
be too predictable against the Badgers. A bal-
anced offense won’t allow an opponent to plan 
ahead. Winning does mask a lot of issues, but 
the Hawkeyes won’t stay competitive in Mad-
ison without getting the receivers involved. 
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IOWA	-10 				IOWA	-10

TEXAS	A&M	+3.5 SAN	DIEGO	STATE	-6

UNDER	36.5 UNDER	36.5

When an underdog features a run-heavy offense, 
it makes it more difficult for the double-digit favor-
ite to pull away and actually cover. Iowa has run 
the ball on over 56% of its plays and ranks 89th in 
seconds per play at 28.4. Those triple option-esque 
splits are exactly what I’m looking for. 

While I believe this Badger squad is way better 
than last year’s edition, the Hawkeyes shouldn’t 
be double-digit underdogs. Even though both 
teams may try to spread the ball around, they’ll 
ultimately succumb to running the ball, which will 
drain the clock and prevent a large lead. 

Another week, another under for the Hawkeyes. 
Deacon Hill has yet to prove that he can effectively 
carry this Iowa offense, as the Hawkeyes put up a 
Success Rate in the fourth percentile last week. I 
could see the Badgers struggle to sustain drives 
as well, ranking 80th in Quality Drives on offense. 

I really don’t know why sportsbooks still put a 
line out for the Iowa game total, as they only lose 
money when any fan with a brain picks the under 
and comes away with cash. The last three match-
up totals have all been under 36 points. Plus, early 
forecasts call for rain before kickoff. 

The Aggies have had a much more difficult 
schedule compared to their Tennessee foes. 

The Aztecs will be rested coming off a bye and 
will take on a struggling Hawaii team at home.

$997 $1084

Ruden’s 2023 record: 11-7 McGowan’s 2023 record: 12-6

The Daily Iowan’s official bettor’s guide to Iowa football’s
Week 7 matchup with Wisconsin.

http://www.tech-assoc.com
http://www.kwikstar.com
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Iowa’s Deacon Hill shows loyal leadership
The quarterback values trusting in others but also has confidence in himself. 

Matt McGowan  
Pregame Editor 
matthew-r-mcgowan@uiowa.edu 

While others were still learning to swim, Iowa 
quarterback Deacon Hill was learning to score. 

Hill, 4 years old and growing up in Santa Bar-
bara, California, wasn’t on the football field, but 
rather in the local swimming pool playing in his 
first water polo game. With three older sisters 
who participated in the sport, the choice was a 
natural one for Hill, who said he learned to swim 
at age 2. That decision paid off in the future. 

For Hill, his days playing water polo helped 
him develop what many call a “cannon” for a 
right arm. 

“The thing is with water polo, if you throw 
the ball hard enough, you shouldn’t be able to 
block it,” he said. 

This throwing capability is what turned 
coaches’ heads before Hill was even a starter at 
Santa Barbara High School. 

Recognized by most for his arm strength and 
6-foot-3, 258 pound frame, Hill’s athleticism 
jumps off the page. 

While he may not look like a prototypical 
quarterback, Hill’s love for the position set him 
on a track from the beaches of California to the 
plains of the Midwest, where he is now the start-
ing quarterback for Iowa football with only 35 
passing attempts under his belt. Along the way, 
Hill was guided by many, and the quarterback 
has become a confident leader who trusts others.

Surrounded by athletes 

The Hill household isn’t lacking in athletic 
talent. 

Hill’s father, Pe’a, was a standout offensive 
lineman at Fresno City College before playing on 
BYU-Hawaii’s basketball team and eventually 
representing the Polynesian national men’s bas-
ketball team. The quarterback’s mother, Cindy, 
earned all-conference and All-American honors 
her senior season as a basketball player at BYU, 
averaging 22.2 points, 8.7 rebounds, and 5.6 
assists. 

Those genes were passed down to Hill’s elder 
sisters, Sami, Kodi, and Abbi, each of whom 
went to UCLA for water polo. The oldest, Sami, 
even played goalie at the 2016 Summer Olym-
pics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, winning gold for 
the United States. 

Hill explained how growing up in this envi-
ronment provided him plenty of advice that he 
could emulate in his own life and athletic career. 

“This definitely helps me now [at Iowa], 
because now I can piece together what every-
body in the building says and see what will help 

me and what I can take and put into my own 
game,” he said. 

Hill’s first experience playing tackle foot-
ball started in fourth grade, but that trek was 
quickly cut short. Since the league Hill com-
peted in divided players based on height and 
weight instead of age, Hill found himself lining 
up against players two or three years his senior.  

“My parents ended up pulling me halfway 
through the year, because there were some 
teams with some ginormous dudes, and [my 
parents were] like, ‘You’re going to get killed,’” 
Hill remembered. 

After resorting to flag football for the rest of 
the year, Hill joined his age group in pads the 
following season. The sophomore said he was 
often teased about playing quarterback at his 
size, but his determination to start under center 
never wavered. Such was apparent to J.T. Stone, 
the then-varsity coach at Santa Barbara who 
first started working with Hill in fourth grade. 

“My first impression of him was, ‘Who’s this 
big kid trying to play quarterback?’” Stone told 
The Daily Iowan. “So that threw me off, but 
he was an attractive kid in regards to his size 
… I first thought of [former Pittsburgh Steel-
ers quarterback] Ben Roethlisberger. The kid 
wanted to play quarterback, he had a work ethic, 
and we got after it.”

One of Stone’s early critiques of Hill was his 
throwing motion being too akin to a water polo 
throw. According to Hill, the difference between 
the respective mechanics is found in the wrist. 
In water polo, the wrist directs where the ball is 
thrown, whereas in football the wrist needs to 
just flick forward.

While crediting water polo for keeping Hill in 
shape, Stone described how Hill’s release point 
on his throw was too high. By his sophomore 
year of high school, Hill had given up his “first 
love” and concentrated his efforts on football.

Power of loyalty 

Hill made his debut for the Dons’ junior var-
sity team in 2017, tossing 38 touchdowns in just 
10 games.  The following season, the quarter-
back was promoted to the varsity squad, but, 
similar to Iowa teammate Cade McNamara, 
didn’t earn the starting job right away. 

Slotted in front of Hill was senior Frankie 
Gamberdella, who had held the job for the past 
two seasons. While Deacon did get in a few reps 
early in the season, his time to start came when 
Gamberdella suffered a season-ending injury. 

With Hill at the helm, the Dons advanced to 
playoffs, clinching their spot in the postseason 
with a victory over crosstown rival Dos Pueblos. 

In that game, Hill completed 70 percent of his 
passes for 199 yards and three scores. 

“Deacon was calm, cool, and collected; it was 
just another game,” Stone said. “That’s what I 
loved about him. He made my life easy.”

That summer, Sam Fisher, who was train-
ing Hill as a private QB coach, got in contact 
with then-Wisconsin quarterbacks coach Jon 
Budmayr, who would eventually join Iowa’s 
coaching staff at the start of last season. Hill 
went on an official visit to Madison, and on 
June 25, 2019 committed to the Badgers before 
becoming the full-time starter in high school. 

“That was surreal,” Hill said of the experi-
ence. “I guess [Budmayr] saw something in me 
when I was young. I wouldn’t trade it for the 
world. I wouldn’t trade our relationship for the 
world, we’re very tight.” 

From an area that Stone referred to as the 
“black hole” for Division I football players, Hill 
was an exception. United with Budmayr in 
Wisconsin, the quarterback redshirted in 2021, 
but found himself on the bench behind Badger 
starter Graham Mertz the following year. 

Wearing the headset in 2022,  Hill appeared 
in just one game but did not throw a pass. Even 
though he did not see the field much during his 
time in Madison, Hill still found the experience 
valuable. 

“I think the biggest thing was I matured as a 
person,” Hill explained. “Learning to deal with 
ups and downs within my career and not trying 
to let that affect my life outside of football. I 
think there’s a genuine balance between life 
and football … If football’s not going that well 
you can find peace in life and on the alternative 
side, if things aren’t going great in life, you can 
find peace in football.” 

When longtime Badger head coach Paul 
Chryst was fired on Oct. 2, 2022, Hill entered 
the transfer portal just week later. After a few 
months in the portal, Hill committed to Ford-
ham, an FCS school in New York. According 
to Hill, just five days after he announced his 
intention to play for the Rams, he got a phone 
call from Iowa offensive coordinator Brian 
Ferentz. 

After discussing the matter with his parents 
and family, Hill decommitted from Fordham 
and signed on with the Hawkeyes on Dec. 25 
2022, citing the close-knit relationship with 
Budmayr as a main factor. 

“Loyalty is a big thing for me. I was very loyal 
to him and wanted to play for him,” Hill said of 
Budmayr, who gave the quarterback his first 
collegiate offer. “Him having that belief in me 
was the biggest thing in the world to me.”

Swapping out the dairy farms of Wisconsin 
for the cornfields of Iowa, Hill found more  

Ayrton Breckenridge | The Daily Iowan
Iowa quarterback Deacon Hill answers questions from the media after a football game between 
Iowa and Michigan State at Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 30. The Hawkeyes defeated the Spartans, 
26-16. 
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people who believed in him, and the quarterback 
made sure to return such conviction.

 
Impressing	at	Iowa	

Similar to the reactions he received as a youth, 
Hill’s arrival in Iowa City brought along plenty 
of dubious questions from his teammates, such 
as Hawkeye kicker Drew Stevens. 

“I’m not going to lie, my first impression was, 
like, ‘Gosh, is this a lineman, or is this a quarter-
back?’” Stevens recalled. “But when I saw him 
throw, I was like, ‘Yeah, I’d have that guy as my 
quarterback.’” 

According to the quarterback, he can throw 
up to 73 yards in the air, but Iowa running back 
Leshon Williams has a more simple way of put-
ting it. 

“I don’t think a receiver can outrun Deacon’s 
arm,” Williams said.

Hill’s athletic ability isn’t limited to the grid-
iron, as the prep basketball player is also an avid 
surfer. Last summer, Hill flew from Wisconsin 
to Texas to California. At 5:30 a.m. the following 
morning, he traded the runway for the beach, 
hitting the waves in Malibu with his best friend. 

Stevens said no one on the Hawkeye team 
can outdrive Hill on the golf course. The quar-
terback tends to slice the ball, but the kicker said 
he places ‘banana-shaped’ drives on the fairway 
every time. 

For Hill, working with McNamara, as well as 
former Hawkeye quarterback Spencer Petras and 

Hawkeye analyst Keller Chryst, a former gradu-
ate assistant coach at Wisconsin, has been “an 
absolute blessing.” When McNamara missed two 
weeks of fall camp with a quad injury, Hill got to 
take reps with the first team in practice. 

Hill explained how those two weeks were 
critical for him to build chemistry with center 
Logan Jones as well as his receivers. After only 
throwing eight passes in mop-up duty, Hill’s 
preseason experience was put to the test just 
five weeks into the season, when McNamara 
was injured in the first quarter in the Hawkeyes’ 
game against Michigan State. 

Just like back in high school, Hill’s oppor-

tunity for Iowa arrived in the event of a 
season-ending injury to the starter. While 
admitting that it’s never ideal for McNamara 
to be sidelined, he’s embracing his chance. All 
it took was a little contact for him to get com-
fortable. 

On Hill’s first play from scrimmage following 
McNamara’s exit, the Hawkeyes resorted to a 
play Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz was waiting 

all season to implement — the QB sneak. 
“He’s going to be a challenge to tackle, it’s 

going to take more than just sticking your hand 
out there,” Ferentz said. 

Stone said Hill has been practicing the play 
since he was young, taking each rep with the 
goal of reaching back to the line of scrimmage, 
which is what the quarterback did in his first 
snap against the Spartans. 

Yet on occasion, the line of scrimmage is the 
just the beginning of a longer, majestic run for 
Hill, who led Santa Barbara to the state cham-
pionship game his senior season. During the 
contest, Hill kept the ball on a counter run 
and dashed 60 yards to the end zone for the 
go-ahead score. 

Now that once was a possibility is a reality, 
Hill has only stepped up his duties. Hill said he is 
throwing 30 to 40 balls to wideout Diante Vines 
after each practice the week heading into his first 
official start against Purdue. 

Just as he has conviction in Budmayr and the 
rest of the Hawkeye coaching staff, Hill also has 
“100 percent trust” in his receivers, despite them 
dropping six passes against Michigan State. 

“I think in basketball, when a shooter is miss-
ing, you don’t tell him to stop shooting, you tell 
him to keep shooting,” Hill said. “I’m going to 
keep throwing them the ball no matter what 
because they’re my guys.”

For Stone, Hill has belief in himself, but not 
one that is egotistical. Instead, the quarterback 
is confident in his improvement, knowing he is 

always a “student of the game” and can never 
stop learning. After the Hawkeyes’ victory over 
the Spartans, Hill and Stone texted each other 
and discussed lessons taken away from Michi-
gan State’s defensive concepts. 

After McNamara left the game due to injury, 
Jones told Hill that he and everyone on the team 
believed in what he could do, and Hill took those 
words to heart. According to Jones, Hill had a 
simple message for his teammates in the huddle 
— “‘Let’s get this done.’”

Against Michigan State, Hill completed 40 
percent of his passes for 115 yards and a touch-
down. In his first-career collegiate start against 
Purdue the following week, the quarterback’s 
completion percentage dipped to 29 percent 
and his total quarterback  rating (QBR) dropped 
20 points. 

After the game against the Boilermakers, Hill 
said he was a bit “jittery” at the outset, tossing 
multiple overthrows. Ferentz affirmed he would 
remain the starter, adding that any change 
would be “silly.” 

Heading into a pivotal matchup against 
Wisconsin this week, one would think Hill 
would be looking for revenge, or to at least 
make a statement that the ‘Deac Show’ 
has finally arrived. Yet for the quarterback 
thrust into the spotlight, Hill doesn’t let it  
consume him. 

“I’m not too worried with what I want,” Hill 
said. “I’m just concerned with what the team 
needs and what the coaches need from me.”

“I don’t think a receiver can outrun 
Deacon’s arm.”

Leshon Williams
Iowa running back

http://mercycare.org/nursingcareers
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#29 Sebastian Castro
Senior 
Defensive back 
5-foot-11
Oak Lawn, IL 

One on One: Sebastian Castro
The Hawkeye defensive back talked about his ideal vacation spot and
passion for mafia movies with The Daily Iowan Sports Editor Kenna Roering.

Kenna Roering 
Sports Editor 
mckenna-roering@uiowa.edu  

The Daily Iowan: First, what would 
be the first thing you would do if you 
won the lottery?

Even if I had a lot of money, I wouldn’t 
even know what to do with it ... so I’ll say the 
first thing I’d do is probably buy a house. I 
don’t know how big — not too small. I’m a 
family man, so I’d like to have my family [at] 
a big house where everyone can come to.

Do you have a specific dream desti-
nation you’d want the house to be in?

I want to be somewhere by a beach. That 
would be really nice, some nice weather and 
warm weather. 

When you go to the beach, what do 
you like to do? Are you in the water? 

We’re just vibing out there, for real. It’d 
be cool to be out there for one or two days 
by myself. Like I said, who I’m with really 
matters.

And when you’re not with your fam-
ily or friends, what do you like to do?

I’m always just laid back. [I’d like to] 
watch a movie.

Do you have a favorite movie genre? 
I like those mafia-mobster movies. Those 

were my favorites, like Goodfellas. I mean, 
I watch a lot of movies. Those are probably 
the ones that come to mind.

Do you have any football pet peeves?
I mean, I’m the type of person who sweats 

a lot — too much, especially when there’s hot 
weather. When you sweat too much, it seeps 
through your gloves. [I] can’t catch the ball. 
Everything’s just wet. You try to dry your 

hands, and your towel is wet.

And you said you watch a ton of 
movies. If someone could play you in 
a movie, who would you pick?

Mario Lopez. He looks like me.

And how would you want your char-
acter personality-wise?

Just a laid back, funny guy. 

Do you have a piece of advice or 
motto you live by?

I don’t try to take life too seriously. We’re 
all going to die at one point, and this life’s 
not going to last forever, so I just try to enjoy 
it. [I] enjoy it for what I can [and don’t] take 
anything too seriously.

I assume that you plan to play foot-
ball as long as you can. When you’re 

done playing football, do you have any 
bucket list items, places you want to 
go, or things you want to do?

Yeah, I definitely want to travel a lot to 
a lot of tropical areas, to be honest. Beach 
areas, the Bahamas, I might end up living 
somewhere out there.

You had your breakthrough last sea-
son. How do you think that can trans-
late over this year? 

Just playing my role, just like anyone else 
on the team. I want to do my job.

Find more online
This interview has been lightly edited for
length and clarity. Read the full interview at
dailyiowan.com.

Breaking news,
top stories, Postgame

and more delivered
right to your inbox

Sign up at  dailyiowan.com/newsletters
The Daily Iowan

http://www.OldCapitolTownCtr.com
http://dailyiowan.com/newsletters


Saturday | 11 a.m. |

Indiana (2-3, 0-2)
No. 2 Michigan (6-0, 3-0)

Michigan Stadium 
Ann Arbor, MI

Line: Michigan -34 | O/U: 47.5

Saturday | 2:30 p.m. |

Illinois (2-4, 0-3)
Maryland (5-1, 2-1)

SECU Stadium 
College Park, MD

Line: Maryland -14.5 | O/U: 51.5

Saturday | 11 a.m. |

Michigan State (2-3, 0-2)
Rutgers (4-2, 1-2)

SHI Stadium 
Piscataway, NJ

Line: Rutgers -5.5 | O/U: 40.5

Saturday | 11 a.m. |

No. 3 Ohio State (5-0, 2-0)
Purdue (2-4, 1-2)

Ross-Ade Stadium
West Lafayette, IN 

Line: Ohio State -19.5 | O/U: 50.5

Saturday | 3 p.m. |

Iowa (5-1, 2-1)
Wisconsin (4-1, 2-0) 

Camp Randall Stadium 
Madison, WI 

Line: Wisconsin -10 | O/U: 36.5

Saturday | 2:30 p.m. |

Massachusetts (1-6)
No. 6 Penn State (5-0, 3-0)

Beaver Stadium 
University Park, PA

Line: Penn State -42.5 | O/U: 57.5
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WEEK SEVEN

Power Rankings
1. Michigan
The Wolverines’ defense is too good. 

2. Penn State 
It could probably sit its starters this week.  

3. Ohio State 
O-line needs to bounce back after a shaky per-
formance last week. 

4. Wisconsin 
The Badgers have been improving every week 
since that loss to Washington State. 

5. Iowa 
The return of Kaleb Johnson was huge for the 
Hawkeye offense. 

6. Maryland 
Playing Ohio State close is good for morale.

7. Rutgers
The Scarlet Knights had opportunities against 
the Badgers last week. 

8. Minnesota 
The Golden Gophers needed a break this week. 
They’ll need it for Iowa. 

9. Nebraska 
Two touchdowns in 10 seconds is crazy. 

10. Michigan State 
It seems Spartan fans have seen enough of QB 
Noah Kim.

11. Purdue 
The offense showed flashes against a tough 
Iowa defense. 

12. Illinois
Twenty-one total rushing yards aren’t winning 
any games. 

13. Indiana  
Hoosier fans had a nice break from suffering last 
week. 

14. Northwestern 
Shoutout to No. 15 on the offense for the Wild-
cats. Does he know Megatron? 

Cooper Worth 
Football Reporter

INDIANA MICHIGAN

ILLINOIS MARYLAND

MICHIGAN STATE RUTGERS

OHIO STATE PURDUE

IOWA WISCONSIN

MASSACHUSETTS PENN STATE

Maybe last week’s bye will 
help the Hoosiers against the 
Wolverines, but most likely 
not. Big Noon Saturday needs 
to be avoid the Big Ten like the 
plague. 

The Illini should be no prob-
lem for the Terrapins. Illinois 
will be shelled by at least 20 
points in this one. Why this is 
on national TV is beyond me.

Bouncing back after a tough 
loss would help the Spartans 
tremendously. Fun fact: the 
East Jersey Old Time Village 
has a higher rating on Google 
than SHI Stadium. 

I think the Buckeyes’ defensive 
line will get to Boilermaker 
QB Hudson Card ad nauseam. 
He’s no ace, and will be folded 
by halftime. Best of luck. 

Wisconsin hasn’t played a 
defense quite like Iowa’s this 
season, but it won’t matter if 
the Hawkeyes’ QB misses as 
bad as he did last week. 

The year 1776 was last time 
the Minutemen were this 
much of an underdog. Never-
theless, this contest will be a 
Boston Massacre. 
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WISCONSIN
Madison blows, but it 
will be a House of Pain 

for the Hawkeyes.

IOWA
Big Deac energy. 

IOWA
I will never pick the 

Wisconsin Badgers to 
win a football game.

WISCONSIN
The return to Madison 
might be too much for 

Deac. 

WISCONSIN
Iowa limped to 20 

points against a bad 
Purdue defense. 

WISCONSIN
Still, Cooper DeJean will 
get an interception for a 

touchdown. 

IOWA
Badgers? We don’t 
need no stinkin’ 

Badgers. 

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

WASHINGTON
“Face me!!!” - Random 
of citizen of Seattle 
when I visited. 

OREGON
A clash of future Big Ten 

squads. 

OREGON
One last matchup be-

fore the two succumb to  
“run the ball and punt.” 

OREGON
The Ducks are the bet-

ter overall team. 

OREGON
The Ducks’ defense will 
be a difference maker in 

this one. 

WASHINGTON
Winner gets the Big Ten 

West title. 

WASHINGTON
This might set a Big Ten 

scoring record. 

NORTH CAROLINA
A fresh-out-the-club 
Michael Irvin could 

coach better. 

NORTH CAROLINA
Miami should’ve kept 
the turnover chain. 

MIAMI
The Hurricanes have 
trouble bending the 
knee to opponents.

NORTH CAROLINA 
What was Miami think-

ing last week?

MIAMI
I’d bet the house they 
kneel it out if they’re up 

late again.  

NORTH CAROLINA
At least the Canes won’t 
have to worry about the 

Victory Formation. 

NORTH CAROLINA
Miami takes a knee in 
the final seconds. Tough 

way to lose. 

USC
It’s OK, Ryan Day. Lou 
Holtz triggers me too. 
Plus, “Rudy” stinks. 

USC
Must-win game for both 

teams. 

USC
Caleb Williams will 

equal Stetson Bennett 
until he choses the NFL.

USC
A lot of questions for 

both teams heading into 
this game. 

USC
I don’t care if I’m right 
about this one, I’m just 
not picking ND again. 

USC
If only this would be 
a Big Ten game next 

season ... 

USC
If Caleb Williams wants 
to prove himself, then 
he should go to Iowa. 

OREGON STATE
Former Bruin Zach 

LaVine cannot be trust-
ed in the clutch. 

OREGON STATE
Beaver feaver. 

OREGON STATE
Go Beavers, future 

Mountain West cham-
pions. 

OREGON STATE
Give me the Beavers at 

home. 

OREGON STATE
Who’s going to adopt 

the PAC-2?

OREGON STATE
Another oddly fun PAC- 

12 game. 

OREGON STATE 
The PAC-12 is going out 

with a bang. 

BUFFALO
I once picked up a 4-7-
10 split. Please clap. 

BUFFALO 
Bowling Green’s colors 

being orange and 
brown throws me off. 

BOWLING GREEN
Who picks these 

games? 

BUFFALO 
The Griselda Records 

fan in me has to go with 
the Bulls. 

BUFFALO
Make it three in a row 

for the Bulls. 

BUFFALO
A lot of bad in this 

game. 

BUFFALO
Bowling Green is not 

the birthplace of a pop-
ular game day snack.

On The Line The Daily Iowan staff share their predictions and thoughts on this week’s upcoming games. 

Health Department Approved and Clean, Licensed FacilityHealth Department Approved and Clean, Licensed Facility

WE’VE
MOVED!

119 ½ E. Washington St.,
Iowa City (next to Target)

319.339.TAT2 (8282)
hotspottattoo.com

http://www.kathyfobian.com
http://hotspottattoo.com
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Madison Ramirez radiates positivity 
The 17-year-old Iowa football Kid Captain finds peace through cheerleading and music. 

Kenna Roering    
Sports Editor 
mckenna-roering@uiowa.edu 

Madison Ramirez’s selection 
as Kid Captain for Iowa football’s 
game against Wisconsin made  
perfect sense.

Not only will the game be played 
in Madison, Wisconsin, but the 
Badgers are sponsored by her 
favorite restaurant, Culver’s. 

Wisconsin Athletic Director 
Chris McIntosh gifted Ramirez’s 

family tickets to Saturday’s game 
at Camp Randall Stadium. The 
17-year-old will watch the game in 
her Hawkeye jersey with a big gold 
bow in her hair.

The bow is a perfect accessory to 
Ramirez’s bright and positive per-
sonality. 

“She’s so positive, and she always 
thinks she can do everything,” her 
mother, Megan, said. “She never 
gets down and upset.”

Ramirez, from LeClaire, Iowa, 
was born about 10 weeks prema-
ture. Doctors told Megan and her 
husband, Tom, that their daugh-
ter’s development would be delayed 
until she was around 2 years old.

But when Ramirez turned 
2 years old, she still hadn’t hit 
the developmental milestones  
doctors expected.  

Doctors searched for other 
possible neurological conditions, 
and Ramirez was diagnosed with 
cerebral palsy, which was later dis-
covered to be a misdiagnosis as her 
family kept looking for answers.

When Ramirez was about 2-and-
a-half years old, she went through 
genetic testing and was accurately 

diagnosed with spinal muscular 
atrophy (SMA), a genetic condition 
that weakens muscles and causes 
problems with movement. 

Megan was told there was no 
cure for SMA and that her daughter 
would probably use a wheelchair 
her whole life.

Megan said the news was devas-
tating to hear, but knew her family 
had to make the best out of her 
daughter’s life. 

She said when her daughter 
started kindergarten at 5 years old, 

she didn’t use her wheelchair much 
and could walk around her whole 
classroom.

There was a hope that Ramirez 
would defy all odds, but toward 
the end of elementary school, she 
started regressing and getting 
weaker. 

When she was 11, Ramirez 
started having seizures “out of 
nowhere.”

Megan took her to the Univer-
sity of Iowa emergency room for 
genetic testing because local doc-
tors weren’t finding anything. 

The UI came back with another 
genetic diagnosis: Dup15q Syn-
drome, the reason for her sudden 
seizures.

“She lost a lot of brain func-
tion,” Megan said. “At that time, 
she lost all of her mobility. She 
could no longer crawl because of  
her seizures.”

During this time, the first 
treatment for SMA was released. 
Ramirez receives a needle 
injection into her spine every  
four months. 

In 2020, a second SMA treat-
ment was released, this time an 

oral drug. 
“She’s actually gotten even a 

little bit stronger,” Megan said of 
Ramirez since she started taking 
the oral medication. “So she still 
will probably never walk but is able 
to crawl across the room, is able to 
feed herself, and can maintain her 
day at school and things like that.”

Health care professionals at the 
UI eventually found a combina-
tion of medications that have kept 
Ramirez seizure-free for 2.5 years. 

Ramirez finds happiness 
in reading, swimming, and 
cheerleading for the Pleasant  
Valley Sparkles. 

 When she’s not preoccupied 
with those passions, Ramirez loves 
listening to music. 

Her musical interest comes from 
her father, who plays the drums in 
an AC/DC cover band.

“I recently took her to a show, 

and this big, 350-pound, 6-foot-4, 
Harley [Davidson] dude came over 
to me crying and told me how much 
it touched him to watch her rocking 
out and loving the music,” Megan 
said. 

Now, Ramirez visits the UI 
about three times a month  
for checkups.

Kathy Matthews, a UI pedi-

atric neurologist, said Ramirez 
is on treatment now for her  
SMA medication.

“The nicest thing is that we 
can talk about improvements 
rather than just talking about los-
ing skills,” Matthews said. “The 
Kid Captain thing is a very nice 
sports-related honor for her. I was 
so happy about that.”

KID	CAPTAIN

Madison	Ramirez’s		
favorites:

Food:	Culver’s
Color: Pink or purple
Animal: Dog
Vacation spot: Going to SMA conferences every year  
Team: Iowa 
Player: Caitlin Clark or Tory Taylor

“She’s so positive, and she always thinks she can do 
everything. She never gets down and upset.”

Megan Ramirez
Madison Rameriez’s mother 

 Photo contributed photo by Megan Ramirez of Madison Ramirez and her family.
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Telluride

IOWA CITY’S BIG 3

278 E Court St

608.233.4440 | www.iowa-city.apartments

• First Floor Lounge Area
• Fully Furnished
• Internet Included

• First Floor Lounge Area w/Full Wet Bar
• Roof Top Grilling Area
• Fully Furnished
• Big Screen Smart TV Included
• Internet Included

• First Floor Lounge Area 
• Roof Top Grilling Area
• Fully Furnished 
• Big Screen Smart TV Included
• Internet Included

Whistler
416 E Iowa Avenue

Breckenridge
707 S Dubuque Street

J Michael Real Estate

Now Renting For 2024

http://www.iowa-city.apartments

	PREGAME
	di2023-10-13_p01

	di2023-10-13_p02
	di2023-10-13_p03
	di2023-10-13_p04
	di2023-10-13_p05
	Rosters
	di2023-10-13_p06
	di2023-10-13_p06-07
	di2023-10-13_p07

	di2023-10-13_p08
	BIG Game Guide
	di2023-10-13_p09

	On The Line
	di2023-10-13_p10

	di2023-10-13_p11
	di2023-10-13_p12

