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Unwavering loyalty
Iowa defensive lineman Aaron Graves always 

knew he wanted to be a Hawkeye.
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Five things to watch
OFFENSE
LT	 78 	 Mason Richman	 Jr
	 71 	 Jack Dotzler	 #Fr

LG	 56	 Nick DeJong	 Sr
	 60 	 Rusty Feth	 Sr

C	 65 	 Logan Jones 	 Jr
	 76 	 Tyler Elsbury	 Jr

RG	 77	 Connor Colby	 Jr
	 70	 Beau Stephens	 Soph

RT	 67 	 Gennings Dunker	 Soph
	 79 	 Daijon Parker	 Sr

WR	 0 	 Diante Vines	 Jr
	 3 	 Kaleb Brown	 Soph

WR	 89	 Nico Ragaini	 Sr
	 6 	 Seth Anderson	 Soph

TE	 85	 Luke Lachey	 Jr
	 83 	 Erick All	 Sr

QB	 12 	 Cade McNamara	 Sr
	 10	 Deacon Hill	 Soph

RB	 2 	 Kaleb Johnson	 Soph
	 4	 Leshon Williams	 Jr

FB	 88 	 Hayden Large	 Sr
	 41 	 Rusty VanWetzinga	 Fr

PK	 18	  Drew Stevens	 Soph

DEFENSE
LE	 45 	 Deontae Craig	 Jr
	 48 	 Max Llewellyn	 Soph

LT	 94 	 Yahya Black	 Jr
	 95 	 Aaron Graves	 Soph

RT	 85 	 Logan Lee	 Sr
	 55 	 Jeremiah Pittman	 Soph

RE	 13 	 Joe Evans	 Sr
	 49 	 Ethan Hurkett	 Jr

	 37 	 Kyler Fisher	 Sr
	 29 	 Sebastian Castro	 Sr

MLB	 34 	 Jay Higgins	 Sr
	 41 	 Jaden Harrell	 Soph

WLB	 10 	 Nick Jackson	 Sr
	 37 	 Kyler Fisher	 Sr

CB	 3 	 Cooper DeJean	 Jr
	 2 	 TJ Hall	 Soph

SS	 1 	 Xavier Nwankpa	 Soph
	 29 	 Sebastian Castro	 Sr

FS	 30 	 Quinn Schulte	 Sr
	 4 	 Koen Entringer	 #Fr

CB	 8 	 Deshaun Lee	 #Fr
	 20 	 Deavin Hilson	 Soph

P	 9 	 Tory Taylor	 Sr

OFFENSE
LT 	 75 	 James Neal	 Soph
	 50 	 Tyler Maro	 Soph

LG 	 54	 Jarrod Hufford	 Sr
	 55 	 Darrell Simmons Jr. 	 Sr

C 	 63 	 Jim Bonifas	 Soph
	 73 	 Brady Petersen	 Jr

RG 	 67	 Grant Treiber	 Sr
	 79 	 Deylin Hasert	 #Fr

RT 	 66	 Tyler Miller	 Jr
	 76 	 Oluwafunto Akinshilo	 Soph

WRM 	 13 	 Jaylin Noel	 Jr
	 23 	 Quaron Adams	 #Fr

WRX 	 9 	 Jayden Higgins	 Jr	 	
	 16	 Daniel Jackson	 Jr

WRZ 	 85	 Aidan Bitter	 Jr	 	
	 14	 Dimitri Stanley	 Sr

TE 	 49	 Stevo Klotz	 Jr
	 82 	 Tyler Moore	 Soph

QB 	 3 	 Rocco Becht	 #Fr
	 10 	 JJ Kohl	 Fr

RB 	 5 	 Cartevious Norton	 Soph
	 6	 Eli Sanders 	 Soph

PK 	 19 	 Chase Contreraz	 Sr

DEFENSE
LEO 	 52	 Joey Petersen	 Jr
	 88 	 Ikenna Ezeogu	 #Fr

DT 	 58	 J.R. Singleton	 Jr
	 51 	 Tobechi Okoli	 Soph

E 	 11	 Tyler Onyedim	 Soph	
	 89 	 Trent Jones II	 Soph

WLB 	 32	 Gerry Vaughn	 Sr
	 44 	 Jacob Ellis	 Soph

MLB 	 33 	 Jack Sadowsky V	 Fr
	 0 	 Zachary Lovett	 Soph

SLB 	 14 	 Carson Willich	 #Fr
	 23	 Will McLaughlin	 Soph

MS 	 17 	 Beau Freyler	 Jr
	 25	 Trevon Howard	 #Fr

BS 	 7 	 Malik Verdon	 Soph
	 18	 Ben Nikkel	 Sr

FS 	 4	 Jeremiah Cooper	 Soph	
	 22 	 Blake Thompson	 Soph

CB 	 5 	 Myles Purchase	 Jr
	 10	 Darien Porter	 Sr

CB 	 2	 T.J. Tampa	 Sr
	 31 	 Jontez Williams 	 #Fr

P 	 80 	 Tyler Perkins	 Soph

Leo/
Cash

1. Facilitating the run game 
Against Utah State, Iowa rushed for just 88 

yards on 36 carries for an average of 2.4 yards 
per attempt. While starting running back Kaleb 
Johnson had an OK day of 63 yards on 19 car-
ries, none of the other backs exceeded 25 yards. 
Last season, Iowa finished with an average of 
2.9 yards per rush, so 2023 is not off to a good 
start for the Hawkeye ground game. 

Part of this slow start can be attributed to a 
lack of consistent film surrounding Utah State’s 
defense, as the Aggies’ defensive coordinator, 
Joe Cauthen, has been with various programs, 
including Arkansas State, Houston, Buffalo, 
and Stephen F. Austin. 

Cauthen’s Iowa State counterpart, Jon 
Heacock, has been with the Cyclones for eight 
seasons, so Iowa has plenty to work with. Yet 
even with such familiarity, Iowa State may still 
have something up its sleeve for the Hawks. 
How the O-line’s run blocking improves is criti-
cal for the Hawkeyes on Saturday. Johnson or 
backup Leshon Williams have no issues hitting 
the hole, they just need those gaps to open up 
if they and the Hawkeyes want to put points on 
the board. 

2. Pass protection 
While the Iowa offensive line was solid in 

its protection of quarterback Cade McNamara, 
yielding just one sack on the day against the 
Aggies, such a performance will be much-ne-
eded Saturday against Iowa State. The Cyclones 
boast some size up front with 6-foot-4, 335-
pound defensive lineman Domonique Orange 
and 6-foot-2, 300-pound, J.R. Singleton lined 
up at nose guard and tackle, respectively. How 
well the O-line keeps McNamara upright will be 
critical considering that both McNamara and 
Hawkeye head coach Kirk Ferentz agree the 
quarterback isn’t 100 percent healthy. 

McNamara said on Tuesday that his quad 
injury was “manageable” and that he would do 
all he could to get to full health, but chances 
are his right leg won’t be fully healed till later 
on in the season. With that in mind, any sack, 
QB hurry, or late hit has the potential to create 
serious problems for the Hawkeyes. 

3. The presence of Diante Vines 
and Kaleb Brown in the offense 

While tight ends Luke Lachey and Erick All, 

as well as wide receiver Seth Anderson, ate up 
a lot of McNamara’s targets against the Aggies, 
wideouts Diante Vines and Kaleb Brown were 
nowhere to be found. The pair combined for 
zero catches and Brown wasn’t involved in the 
punt return game. I’m not expecting the Haw-
keyes to completely abandon throwing to the 
tight end, as it hasn’t failed yet, but Vines and 
Brown can be potential vertical threats Iowa 
can utilize. Mixing those in with TE slants over 
the middle would be a great way to keep the 
Cyclone defense on its toes.  

Now it’s one thing to target receivers, but 
another for them to achieve separation and get 
open. Doing so against a Cyclone secondary 
featuring plenty of playmakers will be a tall 
order, but in order to prove their worth on the 
depth chart, Vines and Brown need to show up 
on the stat sheet in Ames. 

4. Adjusting to 3-high
safety defense 

One of the hallmarks of the Cyclone defense 
is that it plays with three safeties in the secon-
dary. The safety position in the middle of the 
field serves as a hybrid linebacker of sorts. 
According to Lachey, this safety will drop down 
to get involved with the run game but also serve 
as an extra defender in passing situations. How 
McNamara and Co. find holes in this scheme 
will be critical for how well the offense flows, 
especially considering the talent the Cyclones 
have in the secondary. 

Senior cornerback T.J. Tampa earned secon-
d-team All-Big 12 honors last year to the tune 
of a team-high nine pass breakups. Safety 
Jeremiah Cooper was named Big 12 Defensive 
Freshman of the Year this season and already 
has two interceptions to his name in 2023. 
Keeping the football out of their hands is a must 
for McNamara, as losing the turnover battle in 
a Cy-Hawk game is never the recipe for success. 

5. Deshaun Lee’s performance
at right corner 

Iowa cornerback Deshaun Lee made the 
most of his first-career collegiate start aga-
inst Utah State last week, amassing six tackles 
and a would-be interception. Even though 
the Cyclones don’t contain much star-power 
among their wideouts, Iowa State now has film 
on Lee’s tendencies, so they’ll be a lot better 
prepared than the Aggies. How the 19-year-
-old responds to such a shift, and to a hostile 
stadium will be indicative of the player he can 
be for the Hawkeye defense.
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IOWA -4     IOWA -4

TEXAS +7.5 COLORADO -3

UNDER 36.5 UNDER 36.5 

I like Iowa to cover, for Iowa State’s performance 
against Northern Iowa doesn’t match what the fi-
nal score shows. The Cyclone offense was aided 
by a pick-six and a solid punt-return game. The 
Cyclones only gained 25.1 yards per drive: a huge 
cause of concern. 

The Hawkeyes will enter Jack Trice Stadium look-
ing for revenge after last season’s loss. Such a low 
spread means Iowa can get away with scoring 
less than 25 points, which is probalby what they’ll 
do anyway. Iowa’s “D” will have a field day against 
the Cyclone offense, and the Hawks will cover. 

Along with Iowa State’s offensive struggles, the 
Hawkeyes were only 6-of-17 on third down at-
tempts. On the defensive side, both schools ranked 
top-20 in the nation in terms of preventing explo-
siveness and finishing drives. Might as well call this 
game the “Under Bowl.” 

Upon first glance, this total seemed like an easy 
over. But then I came back to reality: This is the 
Cy-Hawk game. Including the ridiculous 2017 
matchup where both teams scored over 40 points 
each, the average total of the last 10 games is 39. 

Alabama’s Nick Saban is 2-5 against the spread 
at home as a favorite of seven or less. 

The Nebraska Cornhuskers’ dreadful offense 
won’t stand a chance against the Buffaloes. 

$95 $186

Ruden’s 2023 record: 1-2 McGowan’s 2023 record: 2-1

http://www.tech-assoc.com
http://www.kwikstar.com
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Graves fulfills his dream joining Iowa
At 15 years old, Graves was the youngest player to be offered a full ride at Iowa under Ferentz.
Kenna Roering
Sports Editor
mckenna-roering@uiowa.edu

Aaron Graves’ eyes were filled with tears.
It was June 25, 2019. Iowa football head 

coach Kirk Ferentz had just called the 15-year-
-old and offered him a full-ride scholarship to 
his dream school.

By the time the call ended, Graves was com-
mitted to the Hawkeyes. 

“He would get letters from Notre Dame, 
Stanford, Penn State, and all these schools, and 
he would grab them and just throw them in the 
garbage. He wouldn’t even open them,” Graves’ 
father, Mark, told The Daily Iowan. “He was 
going to be a Hawkeye.”

The freshman arrived in Iowa City and didn’t 
expect to play a snap in his first season. Instead, 
he was just hoping to take some lessons from 
the players above him on the depth chart. 

But Graves fit right in with Iowa’s stout 
defense that has been among national leaders 
over the last several years in interceptions, sco-
ring, and total defense. 

“They set a really high standard for them-
selves in our group, and that’s something I 
want to carry through my career,” Graves said. 

All-around athlete

Graves, who hails from Dayton, Iowa, star-
ted athletics around kindergarten. The young 
athlete knew he wanted to play for Iowa foot-
ball at 8 years old after attending several games 
at Kinnick Stadium, and didn’t let anything get 
in his way.

It was the first high school football practice 
of Graves’ career at Southeast Valley High 
School. That one afternoon was all it took for 
varsity head football coach Mike Swieter to 
make a decision. 

“The very first practice, I walked up to him, 
and I said, ‘You’ll be on varsity for the rest of 
your career,’” Swieter told the DI.

Swieter said Graves was “hurting” the 
upperclassmen when the Jaguars started tra-
ining with pads on. On the makeshift practice 
field surrounded by corn stalks in Gowrie, 
Iowa, Graves was a man among boys. 

As a 6-foot-5 freshman in a town of less than 
1,000 people, Graves’ size was usually the first 
thing people noticed about him.

But it was the 230-pounder’s skill and atten-
tion to detail that made him rise above the rest.

“Size, strength, footwork, handwork, know-
ledge of the game, everything,” Swieter said. 
“I’ll probably never get the chance to coach 
another individual, another athlete like him.”

Swieter used Graves’ size to the Jaguars’ 
advantage against their smaller 2A-school 
opponents and rotated him at offensive guard, 
offensive tackle, defensive end, and nose guard.

Mark, an assistant coach on the team, said 
it was a joy to coach his son. When the pair 
were at  home, they never talked about football 
unless Graves brought it up first. 

One thing he did frequently talk about with 
his son was that he might not always be the 
biggest, fastest, or most gifted player on the 
field, but he can always be the hardest worker 
and best listener.  

“I think that’s how he still approaches life,” 
Mark said. “He’s not the guy that comes up and 
says, ‘I want this many tackles or this many 
sacks.’ He just says, ‘What can I do today to 
really improve?’”

Graves was initially recruited by former Iowa 
defensive line coach Reese Morgan and current 
special teams coordinator LeVar Woods. They 
first noticed the standout freshman when they 
came to watch Southeast Valley running back 
and current Iowa linebacker Kyler Fisher play 
in 2018.  

During the visit, Swieter took the two Iowa 
coaches into the gym where Graves was prac-
ticing with the basketball team. As the biggest 
player on the court, he shot 46.8 percent from 

3-point range with 5.6 boards per game as a 
freshman. 

“Aaron’s done a great job since he’s been 
here,” Fisher said. “It’s really cool because I 
played with him in high school and so the con-
nection between us is there. He’s got a lot to 
build on, and I’m excited for him.”

Kelvin Bell took over defensive line duties 
and helped with Graves’ recruitment following 
Morgan’s retirement in 2019. 

When Graves performed well at his second 
Hawkeye football camp on June 23, 2019, the 
Iowa staff knew they could not pass up on his 
talent. Graves said Bell pulled him aside after 
the linemen camp to tell him he did a good job 
and that the coaching staff would be evaluating 
him.

A couple of days later, Graves became the 
youngest player to be offered a full ride at Iowa 
under Ferentz. 

“He will come in here looking like the rest 
of the guys that have been here three or four 
years,” Bell said. “He’s physically ready to go.” 

Graves also wrestled and threw the shot put 
for the Jaguars during high school. 

Swieter emphasized how important it is to be 
a multi-sport athlete. He said the skills Graves’ 
worked on in wrestling and basketball, such as 
hand-eye coordination, leverage, flexibility, 

and quickness translated over to the gridiron. 
Iowa coaches encouraged Graves to be involved 
in lots of activities.  

Because Graves was fully committed so 
young, he spent most of his time training 
to play in the Big Ten while other kids were 
visiting schools and attending exposure camps.

Mark said Graves started going to Premier 
Athlete Training in Ames, Iowa, for personal 
one-on-one workouts. He would make the 
40-minute drive once or twice a week during 
the school year and five times a week during the 
summer. On top of that, Graves visited the high 
school weight room every morning. 

Swieter said even when the multi-sport 
athlete was participating in basketball and wre-
stling, Graves never missed a workout. Swieter 
would tell Graves to take some time to recover, 
but the competitor refused to waste a day when 
he could be getting better. 

Graves enjoyed a stellar freshman football 
season and earned first-team All-District 
honors after racking up 67 total tackles, 15 tac-
kles for loss, and 10 sacks. He continued his 
dominance all throughout high school and led 
the Jaguars to their first state title as a team 
captain in 2021. 

“In the state championship, weighing 260 
or 270 pounds, he played every single play on 
offense, defense, and special teams,” Swieter 
said. “He was the punter, the kicker and eve-
rything. He never came off the field. That’s 
special in itself, let alone to be a big guy and 
do that.”

Graves set school records for sacks in a game, 
career sacks, career tackles, longest punt, and 
best punting average. 

His accolades continued off the football field.
Graves ended his prep basketball career as 

Southeast Valley’s all-time leading scorer with 
1,356 career points. He averaged 22 points and 
nine rebounds per game on the hardwood his 
senior season. 

On the mat, Graves, a heavyweight, placed 
fourth at the state wrestling tournament in his 
junior and senior years. He placed fifth in the 
track and field state championships as a senior 
and holds the school record for shot put throw 
at 52 feet 8 inches.

Graves was named the 2021 Gatorade Player 
of the Year and became the first athlete from 
Iowa to receive MaxPreps Male National 
Athlete of the Year honors. 

On top of his athletic endeavors, Graves still 
made school a priority. 

His parents said he was in the gifted and 
talented program since elementary school and 
took the ACT in fifth and eighth grade. 

He was taking the same classes as a junior or 

Ayrton Breckenridge | The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive lineman Aaron Graves and Iowa defensive end Joe Evans tackle Utah State 
running back Davon Booth during a football game between No. 25 Iowa and Utah State at 
Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 2. The Hawkeyes defeated the Aggies, 24-14.
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senior would his freshman year, but he needed 
more of a challenge. 

Graves’ mother, Amber, was a school nurse 
at Iowa Central Community College. She 
reached out to the academic staff and got 
Graves enrolled in college classes. Graves took 
college courses every summer and earned his 
associate’s degree with a 4.0 GPA. 

“I’d almost use the ‘freak’ word,” Ferentz 
said. “ I don’t want to do that. But he came in 
here with like 60 credits. He’s graduating next 
spring as a second-year guy.”

Amber said Graves managed his time well 
and was always responsible for doing his 
homework. He would bring his computer with 
him to wrestling meets on the weekends and 
complete his school work in between matches, 
as well as in the car or on bus rides to games. 

Although Graves said he is not a “huge video 

game guy,” when he got some free time back 
home he played the Wii.

“I’m pretty dangerous at Mario Kart,” 
Graves said with a smile.

“I think the biggest thing is he’s always 
stayed true to who he is, and he’s never let his 
fame get to him,” Swieter said. “He’s never 
once sat there and been like, ‘I’m this big-time 
player, so this is the way it’s gonna be.’”

Off to Iowa City

Graves transitioned from 2A competition to 
fighting for a spot on one of the best defenses 
in the nation — and he impressed Phil Parker 
and the coaching staff instantly. 

“It would be stupid on our part to redshirt 
him. He belongs on the field with the older 
guys,” Ferentz said following Graves’ perfor-
mance throughout his first fall camp with the 
Hawkeyes. 

Graves was one of eight true freshmen to 
see the field in 2022. In the third game of the 
season against Nevada, the exercise science 
major exploded off the edge and bullied his 
way to the quarterback for his first career sack. 

In 12 games, he registered 15 total tackles, 
six tackles for loss, and three sacks. 

Graves said he had a hard time understan-
ding the playbook at first, but seeing the field 
last season helped build his confidence. He 

said at spring practice in April that most of 
the progress he has made is due to his work in 
the offseason. 

He came into Iowa’s facility four or five 
times a week in the winter, and Bell gave him 
a list of stuff to work on, such as pass rush 
fundamentals and getting separation, for 45 
minutes to an hour. Graves said these drills 
helped him develop better field vision and 
anticipation

Graves has put on 20 pounds since arriving 
in Iowa and is up to 295. He attributed much of 
his weight gain to his frequent Chipotle order 
—a burrito bowl with double rice, double chic-
ken, queso, and guacamole.

Graves said he thinks his weight gain will 
help him defend the run game better and 
that he worked hard on his speed rush during 
spring ball and fall camp.  

“From a mental standpoint, he has really put 
his foot on the gas when it comes to understan-
ding the game and understanding how he can 
play in the game,” Bell said of Graves at Iowa 
football media day on Aug. 11. “The arrow is 
definitely going up, and I’m excited to have 
him this year.”

Another one of Graves’ biggest priorities 
his Christian faith. Every Monday, he attends 
meetings for Athletes in Action Iowa, a college 
athlete ministry that seeks Christian followers 
in every sport at the university. 

The sophomore also worked on his golf 

game over the summer. He joked that he’s not 
the best on the links, but he enjoys it a lot. 

“I’ve probably driven the ball like 240 
[yards],” Graves said. “I’m not too great. It’s 
not very straight. It’s probably 200 straight 
and then 40 or 50 yards to the right.”

Graves’ workload was expected to grow this 
season but has increased even more with Noah 
Shannon facing a one-year suspension because 
of sports gambling.

In the Hawkeyes’ 24-14 win over the Utah 
State Aggies, Graves recorded five total tackles, 
including one for an 11-yard loss. 

Amber said their other four kids have tried 
to come to as many games as they could last 
year and will again this season. She said her 
favorite part of game day is giving Graves a hug 
after he gets off the bus.

“I feel a little lost if I don’t get to do that 
before the game,” she said.

Mark said if Graves could go back in time, he 
wouldn’t change a thing about his decision to 
play for Iowa or ever regret the blood, sweat, 
and tears he shed to get where he is today.  

Mark and Amber could not imagine a better 
place for their son to display his talents and 
chase his dreams of playing in the NFL.

“It kind of brings tears to my eyes every time 
I see the Swarm come out,” Amber said. “You 
just know all the hard work that went into 
those kids being able to run out of that tunnel. 
It’s great to see it all come together.”

“From a mental standpoint, he has 
really put his foot on the gas when 
it comes to understanding the 

game and understanding how he 
can play the game.”

Kelvin Bell
Iowa’s defensive line coach 

http://mercycare.org/nursingcareers
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#94 Yahya Black
Junior 
Left Defensive Tackle 
6-foot-5
Marshall. MN

One on One: Yahya Black 
The Daily Iowan Pregame Editor Matt McGowan spoke with the Hawkeye 
defensive tackle at Iowa football’s media day on Aug. 11. 

Matt McGowan 
Pregame Editor 
matthew-r-mcgowan@uiowa.edu  

The Daily Iowan: I have some one-
-on-one questions here. Looking at the 
shoes, what size are those?

Yahya Black: Size 17.

Is it tough to buy shoes at that size?
You know, it is. Everything comes up 

online. The highest they go in stores is [size] 
14.

So you got some special website then?
 I don’t. I just look for it, and it shows up, so 

I might as well.

What’s the best pair of shoes you’ve 
got?

I’m not a shoe guy, so my favorite pair of 
shoes are Crocs.

Sport mode?
Depends.

What’s your favorite sport outside of 
football?

I’m trying to get into golf. If you consider 
— I don’t know if people call it “bags” or “cor-
nhole.” I’m personally a bags guy. I’d say bags 
is my sport outside of football.

Have you seen it on TV?
 I’ve seen those guys.

They’re good.
They’re crazy good.

Have you ever gotten all four in the 
hole?

Oh, yeah. I’d say I’m pretty decent.

What’s a hobby you’ve got outside of 
football?

I like to listen to music.

Favorite artist?
My favorite artist is Adele.

What’s your favorite song by her?
My favorite song would be Right as Rain.

You listen to that for pregame? 
What’s your favorite pregame song?

Pregame, I listen to Adele.

You still listen to Adele?
It calms the nerves.

Do you think Adele has a hype song 
for you, or no?

I’ll listen to something right before I go out, 
but it’s just something nice and cool.

Do you use strictly Spotify? Have you 
got any vinyls, anything like that?

Apple Music.

What music is overrated?
Hot take, I’d say rap.

That would insult a lot of guys here.
Yes, it would.

Who’s the most overrated artist?
I don’t know. Maybe 21 Savage. Not a big fan.

What’s your favorite Adele album?
It’s got to be 21, easily.

Is she dropping any time soon?
She dropped three: 30, 25, then 21.

So her albums are just numbers?
I think they’re moments in her lifetime.

You’re quite a fan. What else are you 
passionate about?

Probably family. Family is a big one.

You got any brothers or sisters?
I’ve got a younger sister.

What’s the relationship like between 
you two?

We butt heads, but that’s any sibling relation-
ship. Any time we’re together, it’s a great time.

What are some petty arguments you 
guys have had?

Probably the last time I saw her, we argued 
over a cup. She got a large drink from Casey’s 
before we were going on a trip, and I drank the 
rest of it … She was mad about that.

Have you tried their breakfast pizza?
I love the breakfast pizza. Casey’s breakfast 

pizza will be the best. 

What’s your favorite TV show?
I like Dexter, if you’ve ever seen Dexter … I 

think it’s on YouTube TV. 

Find more online: This interview has been 
lightly edited for length and clarity. Read the full 
interview at dailyiowan.com.

Breaking news,
top stories, Postgame

and more delivered
right to your inbox

Sign up at  dailyiowan.com/newsletters
The Daily Iowan

http://www.OldCapitolTownCtr.com
http://dailyiowan.com/newsletters


Friday | 6 p.m. |

Indiana State (0-1, 0-0)
Indiana (0-1, 0-1) 

Memorial Stadium | Bloomington, IN 
Line: Indiana -33 | O/U: 46

Saturday | 11 a.m. |

Youngstown State (1-0, 0-0)
No. 5 Ohio State (1-0, 1-0)

Ohio Stadium | Colombus, OH 
Line: -41.5 | O/U: NA

Saturday | 11 a.m. |

Nebraska (0-1, 0-1)
No. 22 Colorado (1-0, 0-0)

Folsom Field | Boulder, CO
Line: Colorado -3 | O/U: 59.5

Saturday | 2:30 p.m.  |

UNLV (1-0, 0-0)
No. 2 Michigan (1-0, 0-0)

Michigan Stadium | Ann Arbor, MI
Line: Team -36 | O/U: 57.5

Saturday | 2:30 p.m. |

Richmond (0-1, 0-0)
Michigan State (1-0, 0-0

Spartan Stadium | East Lansing, MI
Line: NA | O/U: NA

Saturday | 6:30 p.m. |
No. 19 Wisconsin (1-0, 0-0)
Washington State (1-0, 0-0)

Martin Stadium | Pullman, WA
Line: Wisconsin -4.5 | O/U: 59

Saturday | 6:30 p.m. |

Charlotte (1-0, 0-0)
Maryland (1-0, 0-0)

SECU Stadium | College Park, MD
Line: Maryland -24.5 | O/U: 51.5

Friday | 6:30 p.m. |

Illinois (1-0, 0-0)
Kansas (1-0, 0-0)

David Booth Kansas Memorial Stadium | Lawrence, KS
Line: Kansas -3 | O/U: 58

Saturday | 11 a.m. |

Delaware (1-0, 0-0)
No. 7 Penn State (1-0, 0-0)

Beaver Stadium | University Park, PA
Line: NA | O/U: NA

Saturday | 11 a.m. |

Purdue (0-1, 0-0)
Virginia Tech (1-0, 0-0)

Lane Stadium | Blacksburg, VA
Line: Virginia Tech -3 | O/U: 46.5

Saturday | 2:30 p.m. |

Iowa State (1-0, 0-0)
Iowa (1-0, 0-0)

Jack Trice Stadium | Ames, IA
Line: Iowa -4 | O/U: 36.5

Saturday | 2:30 p.m. |

UTEP (1-1, 0-1)
Northwestern (0-1, 0-1)

Ryan Field | Evansville, IL
Line: UTEP -1.5 | O/U: 38.5

Saturday | 6:30 p.m. |

Eastern Michigan (1-0, 0-0)
Minnesota (1-0, 1-0)

Huntington Bank Stadium | Minneapolis, MN
Line: Minnesota -20.5 | O/U: 48.5

Saturday | 6:30 p.m. |

Temple (1-0, 0-0)
Rutgers (1-0, 1-0)

SHI Stadium | Piscataway, NJ
Line: Rutgers -10 | O/U: 44
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WEEK TWO

Power Rankings
1. Michigan
The Wolverines are poised for another big 
season. 

2. Ohio State 
It will take a few games for the offense to click 
under QB Kyle McCord.

3. Penn State 
The Nittany Lions had a decisive win over a 
regional rival. 

4. Wisconsin 
I could unfortunately see the Badgers finishing 
near the top as the season progresses.

5. Iowa 
Fans got a glimpse of an explosive offense on 
the heels of transfer additions. 

6. Illinois 
The Illini looked slightly suspect in their 30-28 
win over Toledo. 

7. Maryland 
This is the season QB Taulia Tagovailoa comes 
into his own for the Terrapins.

8. Minnesota 
I really hope Oakley Sunglasses sponsor P.J. 
Fleck.

9. Michigan State 
The Spartans will need a strong rushing attack 
to succeed this season. 

10. Rutgers 
I can’t see the Scarlet Knights moving too much 
in the rankings this season.  

11. Purdue 
The Boilermakers are feeling the absence of key 
personnel from last season.

12. Nebraska 
Will this be the year Nebraska returns to great-
ness? I certainly hope not. 

13. Indiana 
The Hoosiers looked better than expected 
against the No. 2 team on the list. 

14. Northwestern 
They have bigger problems than football. 

Cooper Worth | Football Reporter

INDIANA STATE INDIANA

YOUNGSTOWN ST OHIO STATE

NEBRASKA COLORADO

UNLV MICHIGAN

RICHMOND MICHIGAN STATE

 WISCONSIN WASHINGTON ST

CHARLOTTE MARYLAND

   ILLINOIS KANSAS

DELAWARE PENN STATE

PURDUE VIRGINIA TECH

IOWA IOWA STATE

UTEP NORTHWESTERN

EASTERN MICHIGAN MINNESOTA

TEMPLE RUTGERS

Both my grandfather and 
Larry Legend went to Indiana 
State. 

The Penguins suffer enough in 
this world, so I’m really hoping 
they got a good check for this.

There’s a good possibility 
Travis Hunter scores on both 
offense and defense Saturday. 

Another warm-up game for 
the Wolverines in the absence 
of head coach Jim Harbaugh. 

The Spiders have screwed 
me too many times in March 
Madness brackets. 

The spirit of the late Mike 
Leach will be in the air with 
these two Air-Raid offenses. 

Charlotte’s head coach hits 
the field dressed like my dad 
mowing the lawn.  

I don’t see Kansas starting hot 
like it did last season, but this 
could be a big sleeper game.

In what world does a hen face 
off against a lion? Shame on 
Penn State. 

I think the Boilermakers edge 
this one out following a tough 
Week 1 loss to Fresno State. 

It’s been too long since an-
other blunder on ISU’s behalf 
when it plays Iowa in Ames. 

After everything the Wildcats 
have been through, a win over 
UTEP is needed. 

I’m expecting Minnesota to be 
more effective on offense this 
week. 

Can owls nest inside the 
armor of a Scarlet Knight? 
Asking for a friend. 
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Pregame Editor
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Michael Merrick
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4-2
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3-3

Jason Brummond
Publisher

2-4

IOWA
Two of my best friends 
go to Iowa State. They 
mean nothing to me. 

IOWA
Kirk Ferentz will leave 
Ames with 200 wins 

under his belt.

IOWA
Interesting matchup to 
put a betting line on. 

IOWA
The Cyclones are 

depleted from recent 
gambling investigation. 

IOWA
I bet the Iowa defense 
comes up big in this 

one. 

IOWA
24 points would work 

again. 

IOWA
The Hawkeyes haven’t 
lost in Ames since 2011.VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

ALABAMA
“Roll Tide” is way cooler 
than “Hook ‘em Horns.”

ALABAMA
Horns down. 

ALABAMA
Texas hasn’t been good 
since Vince Young.

ALABAMA
Don’t get Steve Sarki-

sian mad.

TEXAS
Life would be more fun 

if Texas wins. 

ALABAMA
Kadyn Proctor an-

chored the Bama line, 
just so you know.

ALABAMA
Texas still isn’t quite 

back.

OKLAHOMA
Eric Dickerson and 

those awesome goggles 
aren’t coming back.

OKLAHOMA
The Sooners can avoid 
a letdown after putting 
up 73 points last week.

OKLAHOMA
The Sooners are 
enough to make a 
grown man cry. 

OKLAHOMA
Hopefully the Sooners 
don’t make another 

man cry. 

OKLAHOMA
How many games does 
it take for Iowa to score 

73 points?

OKLAHOMA
SMU was NIL before NIL 

was cool. 

OKLAHOMA
A classic ACC-SEC 
crossover game. 

UCF
Those 2017 Knights 

were something special: 
“National Champions.”

UCF
Not the biggest fan of 

the blue turf.

BOISE STATE
Blue field. Blue field. 

Blue field. 

BOISE STATE
More fields should be 

different colors. 

BOISE STATE
Never underestimate 
the power of the blue 

field. 

BOISE STATE
It still has the blue field, 

but not the magic. 

UCF
The blue turf doesn’t 

slow down the Knights’ 
offense. 

AUBURN
My family’s car got 

robbed on Cal’s cam-
pus, so yeah. War Eagle.

CALIFORNIA
Jaydn Ott will have 
another big game.

AUBURN
I hate everything to do 
with Aaron Rodgers. 

AUBURN
The Tigers have a nice 
dual-threat QB in Pay-

ton Thorne.

CALIFORNIA
The Pac-12 is going to 
dominate in its last year 

of existence. 

CALIFORNIA
SEC teams don’t like the 
change in time zones. 

AUBURN 
2023: The last year a 
team travels this far for 
a non-conference game.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS
My friend Josh better be 
at this game and not at 

his computer.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS
Keep an eye out for for-
mer Iowa running back 

Gavin Williams. 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS
I bet you don’t even 

know who Jordan Lynch 
is. I do. 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS
Rocky Lombardi is still 

in college?

NORTHERN ILLINOIS
Don’t lie. You didn’t 

know what a Saluki was 
either. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
We need more games 
involving MVFC games 

in this contest. 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS
DeKalb: The Oasis of 
College Football? Sure. 

On The Line The Daily Iowan staff share their predictions and thoughts on this week’s upcoming games. 

Health Department Approved and Clean, Licensed FacilityHealth Department Approved and Clean, Licensed Facility

WE’VE
MOVED!

119 ½ E. Washington St.,
Iowa City (next to Target)

319.339.TAT2 (8282)
hotspottattoo.com

http://www.kathyfobian.com
http://hotspottattoo.com
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‘Nothing stops him’
After 11 surgeries, 6-year-old Nile Kron demonstrates determination to his parents. 

Carly Schrum | The Daily Iowan
Kid captain Nile Kron smiles as he walks out of the Kinnick tunnel during Kids’ Day at Kinnick in Iowa City on August 12. 

Cooper Worth   
Pregame Reporter
cooper-worth@uiowa.edu   

Kid Captain Nile Kron belongs to a long line 
of Hawkeye fans. 

Kron’s great-grandparents were season tic-
ket holders, and his father, Rick, named Nile 
after Hawkeye legend Nile Kinnick. 

“I’ve grown up all my life as an Iowa fan, and 
the rest of my family are die-hard Hawkeye 
fans, so it only made sense to name our first 
Nile,” Rick said. 

Now, as Kid Captain, the 6-year-old and 
Iowa City native will take the field of his name-
sake’s stadium. 

Kron, who has spent a lot of his life receiving 
care at the University of Iowa Stead Family 
Children’s Hospital, was born 33 weeks pre-
mature into his mother’s pregnancy, which 
caused him to develop scoliosis, a cleft lip and 
palate, a missing right ear, hearing loss, and a 
tethered spinal cord.

The Kron family spent 51 days in the hospital 
before Nile finally went home. Nile’s mother, 
Brittany, said she could barely sleep for most 
of those nights. 

“We had some very scary moments 
during that time in the hospital after I 
gave birth, to the point where we weren’t 
even sure if Nile was going to make it  
home,” she said.

Nile is one of 13 Kid Captains for the 
2022-23 Iowa football season. He’s the offi-
cial Kid Captain for the annual Cy-Hawk 
game when the Hawkeyes face the  
Cyclones in Ames.

“It’s definitely not been easy, but he’s really 
shown and taught us what it is like to be resi-
lient and determined,” she said. “Nothing stops 
him, and nothing will.”

Because the game is away from Kinnick, 
Nile will have his opportunity to get the whole 
experience of being a Kid Captain when the 
Hawkeyes take on Michigan State at home on 
Sept. 30. 

Nile’s health condition has required him to 
spend many nights at the UI Stead Family Chil-

dren’s Hospital. Niles’s father, Rick, said Nile 
finished his 11th surgery this summer. 

“We’re grateful that we live so close to the 
hospital and the care we receive from Nile’s 
amazing team of doctors,” he said. “It’s fun to 
see them outside of the hospital, and they’re 
like, ‘Oh my gosh, there’s Nile! How’s he 
doing?’ And they’ll spend that extra time tal-
king to you.” 

Season tickets for Iowa football games have 
been in the Kron family since Rick’s grandpa-
rents first purchased them while he was a child. 
As a Kid Captain, Nile got the chance to tour the 
home locker room and walk down the tunnel 
at Kinnick.

“I think I had just as much fun as [Nile] did,” 
Rick joked.  

Nile is nonverbal, and he uses American Sign 
Language to converse with his family. Brittany 
said the family, including their 5-year-old dau-
ghter, Stella, attends ASL classes twice a week. 

“Nile is a happy and easy-to-work-with 
patient,” Dr. Brian Andrews of UIHC, one of 
Nile’s physicians, said. “For someone with as 
many congenital anomalies as he was born 
with, he handles those all gracefully.” 

Besides being a fan of Hawkeye 
sports, Nile also enjoys swimming, spen-
ding time with his cousins, and driving 
around the neighborhood in his miniature  
four-wheeler. 

“We just want him to live that normal day-
-to-day 6-year-old life that his friends and his 
cousins are fortunate enough to have,” Brittany 
said. 

Nile was also chosen for a 2022 Champion 
Family award from UIHC and a 2022 Ace  
All-Star, which recognizes children who have 
disabilities. 

“We’re grateful that we live so close 
to the hospital and the care we 
receive from Nile’s amazing team 
of doctors. It’s fun to see them 
outside the hospital, and they’re 
like, ‘Oh my gosh, there’s Nile! 

How’s he doing?’ And they’ll spend 
that extra time talking to you.”

Rick Kron
Nile Kron’s father
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Telluride

IOWA CITY’S BIG 3

278 E Court St

608.233.4440 | www.iowa-city.apartments

• First Floor Lounge Area
• Fully Furnished
• Internet Included

• First Floor Lounge Area w/Full Wet Bar
• Roof Top Grilling Area
• Fully Furnished
• Big Screen Smart TV Included
• Internet Included

• First Floor Lounge Area 
• Roof Top Grilling Area
• Fully Furnished 
• Big Screen Smart TV Included
• Internet Included

Whistler
416 E Iowa Avenue

Breckenridge
707 S Dubuque Street

J Michael Real Estate

http://www.iowa-city.apartments
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