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ICPRIDE 2023

This year’s pride festival will be
underscored by an environment of
solidarity and strength.
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ICPride 2023 to foster
community strength

This year’s pride festival will be underscored by an environment of solidarity
and strength — and will be the biggest Iowa City Pride Festival to date.

Grace Smith/The Daily lowan
A parade participant walks with a sign saying “This is 4 you” during the lowa City Pride Parade in lowa City on June 18, 2022. The Revaux family’s close friends,
Lauren Magnani, 39, and Tomeka Magnani, 32, who have a daughter Addie’s age, also emphasized how important the exposure of the LGBTQ+ community is
for young children. When Lauren was younger, she did not get to see different types of families or people. “It's just really good, because then [children] feel like
they're just as valid as any other person or family," she said.

Parker Jones
Summer Editor

As one of the oldest pride
festivals in the country, Iowa
City Pride aims to promote
an environment of inclusiv-
ity, acceptance, and commu-
nity strength that persists
year-round. This year’s pride
festival is set to be the larg-
est yet, both in the number of
performances and vendors as
well as in physical area.

Iowa City Pride 2023 will
take place on June 17 from
12 p.m.to 10 p.m. This year’s
festival theme is “Stronger
Together.”

Iowa City Pride Board
President Joe Reilly said one
of the organization’s goals
is to always keep the festi-
val free for attendees, em-
phasizing the importance of
creating an accessible and
engaging environment for
all.

“Not a lot of pride [festi-
vals] get to say that, keeping
the barrier low for people to
get involved, be engaged,”
Reilly said.

This year’s festival will of-
fer a diverse range of activ-
ities. Attendees will be able
to explore vendor booths of-
fering a variety of goods and
services, including social
service entities and Johnson
County Public Health re-
sources. The festival stage —
located at the intersection of
South Linn Street and East
Washington Street — will
host live music performanc-
es and drag shows featuring
talented drag kings, queens,
and young drag performers
known as “Draglings.”

Blake Shaw, local musi-
cian and events programmer
for Iowa City Pride, empha-
sized the inclusivity and va-
riety that defines the event
and its programming, which
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includes both local perform-
ers and those from out of
state.

Some notable performers
will include drag queens Sa-
sha Belle and Jade Jolie who
have competed on “RuPaul’s
Drag Race.” Additional acts
include alt-rock opener
mars hojilla, followed by The
Quire, a local queer choir
group, and a performance
later from the Bawdy Bawdy
Ha Ha Burlesque troupe.

With its wide range of
genres, featuring bands
from hard-rock and folk to
an original dance music de-
but by a local DJ, Shaw said
Iowa City Pride Festival aims
to cater to diverse interests.
Shaw encouraged attend-
ees to explore the festival’s
calendar, available on the
website and social media
platforms, and choose the
events that resonate with
them the most.

“I really loved booking
this festival. I'm on some
other boards in Iowa City
for Music Fest and stuff like
that, but this is my favorite
because it’s the most di-
verse,” Shaw said.

A highlight of the fes-
tival will be the parade,
kicking off the event at 12
p.m. on Saturday. The pa-
rade will begin at Clinton
and Jefferson Street, head
east on Washington Street,
north on Dubuque Street,
east on Iowa Avenue, south
on Linn Street, and end at
College Street, and will in-
clude a lineup of nonprofit
and for-profit businesses
and organizations. At the
end of the parade, there will
be a “Unity March” section
allowing anyone unaffiliat-
ed with a specific group or
organization to join in
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Addie celebrates recieving a bracelet with her mom, Leslie, during the lowa City Pride Parade in lowa City on June 18, 2022.
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the parade.

The theme “Stronger Together” was cho-
sen to underscore the importance of unity
and support within the LGBTQ+ communi-
ty. In light of recent challenges faced by the
community, including the passage of state
legislation on May 26 by Gov. Reynolds, who
signed the wide-ranging bill Senate File 496
into law. The law prohibits the instruction of
topics like gender identity or sexual orien-
tation to students in kindergarten through
sixth grade.

It also requires schools to notify parents
if their child requests a gender-related ac-
commodation, like using a new name or pro-
noun. The law also bans books from school
libraries describing or depicting sex acts.

Reilly emphasized the significance of
sharing experiences and supporting one
another to foster a stronger, more resilient
community.

“This all came out of hearing such horri-
ble things in the news in our state, and it’s
always best, in my opinion, to be positive
and affirming,” Reilly said. “Lashing out,
dunking on other people doesn’t get you
anywhere.”

While this legislation has raised concerns
and feels targeted, Reilly said, he expressed
confidence that the festival itself will re-
main largely unaffected as it will only take
place in public spaces, and not in Iowa City
schools.

“It does feel like [legislators] are only go-
ing to pursue things that we do here in the
LGBTQ+ community. For instance, the ‘you
have to state the student’s name as given on
the roster;’ no name changes, no pronoun
changes,” Reilly said.

Andy Owens is the Vice President of the
Iowa City Pride Board and a professor of
cinema at the University of Iowa. He not-
ed that because the laws seem to target
children as opposed to higher education
institutions like the UI, there is an ampli-

Grace Smith/The Daily lowan

fied amount of upset across the LGBTQ+
community.

“It really is a shame that it seems like
the places where these laws have the most
legs is actually for younger children. To be
perfectly frank, at the university level they
really aren’t gonna touch us,” Owens said.
“When you’re targeting children, that’s
the part that I think a lot of people, right-
fully so, are upset about.”

He said while there may be political
statements made at the festival, the leg-
islation won’t affect much besides an in-
creased potential for anti-LGBTQ+ pro-
testors, and emphasized the importance
of remaining peaceful and non-confronta-
tional. By ignoring individuals seeking to
provoke a reaction at the festival — which
will be a family-friendly event, Owens
said — attendees can ensure the festival
remains focused on celebration and soli-
darity.

“We have always, in addition to making
the festival free, tried to make the parade
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both a celebration of pride in the way that
is normally understood — to have bright
colors and drag queens and all that stuff —
but also to make it somewhat of a political
statement should people choose to go in
that direction,” Owens said. “But I could
see that being a real presence this year.”

Shaw echoed this sentiment, expressing
hope that the legislation would encourage
allies to step up and show their support.

“Having events like this is so import-
ant for people like us because we’re led
to believe that we’re alone in this,” Shaw
explained. “‘Stronger Together’ is just a
message saying, ‘Hello, we are here, so
come hang out with us. Everything’s going
to be fine.””

Owens also said that because much of
the legislation passed around the country
seems to target transgender individuals,
this year’s Pride festival will also have an
increased focus on trans representation
and solidarity.

“This year in particular, it seemed press-
ing and timely to really highlight the voic-
es of trans folks, especially given what’s
happening all over the country. Also ob-
viously in our own backyard, in our state,”
Owens said. “So that was something that’s
very much on the mind this year in terms
of festival planning and events.”

This yearin particular, it seemes

pressing and timely to really
highlight the voices of trans folks,
especially given what's happening
all over the country.

— Vice President of the lowa City Pride Board
Andy Owens

Owens said Iowa City Pride is proud to
partner with various organizations within
the city to amplify diverse voices and pro-
vide a platform for transgender individu-
als. In collaboration with FilmScene, Iowa
City Pride is promoting a film series called
“Doing Gender,” curated specifically to
highlight the lives of transgender individ-
uals on screen. This effort aims to address
pressing issues and promote awareness
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IC celebrates 40th annual Arts Festival

This year the festival included over a hundred local and national artists, and hosted other local organizations
selling food and different items.

Cody Blissett/The Daily lowan
lowa City residents Kate Fox and MaryAnn Reynolds look at Gretchyn Nothhouse's pottery in downtown lowa City Cody Blissett/The Daily lowan

during day one of the 2023 Summer of the Arts Festival on June 2. Reynolds explained that she has been waiting two  lowa City residents gather in downtown lowa City during day one of the 2023 Summer of the Arts Festival on June 2.
years to get another art piece from Nothhouse because she broke her last one.

Cody Blissett/The Daily lowan Cody Blissett/The Daily lowan
lowa City residents look at Chris Abigt's oil paintings in downtown lowa City during day one of the 2023 Summer of ~ Luna’s Tacos cook and founder Mr. Garcia prepares food in downtown lowa City during day one of the 2023 Summer
the Arts Festival on June 2. of the Arts Festival on June 2.
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in the city to amplify diverse voices and
provide a platform for transgender indi-
viduals. In collaboration with FilmScene,
Iowa City Pride is promoting a film series
called “Doing Gender,” curated specifi-
cally to highlight the lives of transgender

I'm just excited that it keeps

building and growing and we
have a strong knit of community
fabric that holds everybody, and
everyone's welcome.

— President of the lowa City Pride Board
Joe Reilly

individuals on screen. This effort aims
to address pressing issues and promote
awareness and understanding within the
broader community, Owens said.

In addition to the main festival, a picnic
will be held at Upper City Park on June 16.
This pre-festival gathering will provide
an opportunity for attendees to enjoy a
grill-out sponsored by local businesses.
Attendees will also be able to access free
entry to the Upper City Park Pool.

Looking ahead to the festival, both
Reilly and Owens expressed their excite-
ment about the growing participation and
support from the community. With an en-
tire extra block taken up downtown and
over 100 vendors and several more on a
waitlist to partake in the festival, Iowa
City Pride 2023 will be the largest in re-
cent memory, Reilly said. He noted the
consistent return of vendors and families
year after year, underscoring the sense of
community and commitment fostered by
the festival.

“I'm just excited that it keeps building
and growing and we have a strong knit of
community fabric that holds everybody,
and everyone’s welcome,” Reilly said.

parker-jones@uiowa.edu

Grace Smith/The Daily lowan

Fitz Revaux fills with excitement after seeing drag queens drive by during the lowa City Pride Parade in lowa City on
Saturday, June 18, 2022. Fitz said the drag queens were really pretty.

2023

FALL PRIDE

FESTIVAL

"OQOut at Xtream Arena"
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Coralville, 1A

Everyone is welcome.

Be yourself and enjoy
the all-day festivities.

We will ensure a
safe environment.

For more information visit
www.CoralvillePrideFestival.com

Johnson County Committee on Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion is our presenting sponsor

This is a Reach Out Marketing special event

BREHKING NEWS

SIGN UP AT

dailyiowan.com/newsletters
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OPINION COLUMN

Our Healthcare Systemisn’'t Doing Enough

The US healthcare system, especially in Iowa, isn’t doing enough to care for the health of its citizens.

Aaron El-Kerdani
QOpinions Columnist

Money corrupts everything it
touches, even your own health.

I and many other citizens of
this country are unsatisfied with
our health care system. How
do you take a simple idea like
“When someone gets injured,
they should be taken care of,”
and then create a system that
betrays that idea?

I learned the hard way that

unless there are more changes
made, our hospitals will still put
profit first over health.

On Jan. 30 I was helping a
customer out at work, and while
I was working, I slipped on ice
and fractured a bone in my in-
dex wrist. Ideally, I should have
been taken to the hospital for
treatment; and I was, after three
months.

I experienced five failed at-
tempts to go to the hospital for
medical treatment. Every single
time I went there to explain how
I broke my hand, I received the
same response: “Sorry, we can’t
help you. You should go to this
other hospital.”

This injury made my college
life difficult: for three and a half

months, I couldn’t write, lift
heavy objects, or concentrate
as the pain was chronic, all be-
cause I was denied healthcare.
I had insurance they accepted,
but for some trivial reason, they
wouldn’t allow me to use it. [ lost
three months of my life because
of this failed system that cares
more for money than health.
Iowa is considered one of the
best states in the U.S. to have
healthcare in our current sys-
tem. In fact, recent findings from
MoneyGeek have shown that
Towa ranked as the second-best
state in 2022 for healthcare, with
a positive score of 95.4.
However, Iowa is listed as
number seven for affordabili-
ty. While healthcare in the U.S.

comes at a price, there are still
many citizens in this state who
cannot afford healthcare.

Our system is predicated on
having insurance that can cover
most or even all of our medical
expenses, but half of all adults
in the U.S. cannot afford health-
care. Not only does the system
depend so much on money, but
the prices themselves are ex-
pensive for the average citizen
and too expensive for rural citi-
zens to afford.

When it comes down to Iowa,
it has been reported in the past
that over 100,000 Iowa residents
don’t have health insurance.
These are just the statistics for
non-elderly residents, but rural
residents also have difficulty

getting health insurance since
rural hospitals are often at risk
of closing.

The last rural hospital to of-
ficially close was the Keokuk
Community Hospital back in
2005. Statistics have shown
that 24 percent of rural hospi-
tals are at risk of closing down.
This is caused by the fact that
Medicaid reimbursements have
not gained bipartisan support,
which results in these hospitals
being placed in financial jeop-
ardy.

While the population of lowa
is over 3.1 million people, this
still means that there are hun-
dreds of thousands of residents
who do not have access to the
healthcare system that they

deserve. It doesn’t help that
recently, the Iowa Department
of Health and Human Services
announced in March that hun-
dreds of thousands of residents
would lose coverage in the Med-
icaid program.

Because of our current sys-
tem, healthcare is not being
provided at a sufficient rate to
allresidents in the state even the
whole country. Half of all U.S.
citizens believe that a change
must be enacted within our
healthcare system.

I wholeheartedly believe the
government must do more for
all residents, especially for rural
communities.

fouad-eHkerdani@uiowaedu

OPINION COLUMN

The wrong way to address sexual orientation

Senate File 496 offers nothing but misguided and regressive solutions to real problems.

Evan Weidl
Opinions Editor

Iowa is going in the op-
posite direction of where it
should be when it comes to
addressing gender identity
and sexual orientation educa-
tion in public schools.

Recently, Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds signed into law Senate
File 496, which prohibits
teaching information related
to gender identity and sexu-
al orientation before seventh
grade and requires schools to

alert parents if their child re-
quests to use new pronouns.

These new measures are a
self-righteous campaign by
Iowa Republicans that deny
the reality of gender identity
and sexual orientation and
will harm LGBTQ+ students
in Iowa.

Despite what many people
learned when they were in
public school, including me,
the reality now is sex and gen-
der are not synonymous, and
cannot be used interchange-
ably. Additionally, we know
gender and sexual orientation
are spectrums, and are not as
black-and-white as previously
thought.

While this new science

may be confusing to adults
who did not learn this when
they were children, this is the
world we live in now. It makes
zero sense to base education-
al curriculums on outdated
information simply because
legislators and voters cannot
accept that what they learned
in school was found to be in-
correct.

Even though the bill limits
education on sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity up
until seventh grade, restrict-
ing it will have dire conse-
quences.

Restricting education and
discussion around gender
identity and sexual orienta-
tion can only fan the flames

of intolerance. It will enforce
the negative connotations
that have existed in society for
centuries that any sexual ori-
entation that isn’t heterosex-
uality is inferior, as well as the
idea any gender identity that
isn’t one we’ve traditionally
recognized.

An environment that dis-
courages  self-exploration
and calls out specific sexu-
al orientations and gender
identities as inferior and
wrong will lead to more bul-
lying, discrimination, and
worse health outcomes.

Whether Reynolds likes it or
not, our knowledge of and the
precedents surrounding sexual
orientation and gender identi-

ty are changing. They can try
to block this information from
students, but in an age where
you can access endless infor-
mation on a rectangle that fits
in your pocket, children will
inevitably be exposed to these
ideas and the many opinions
pertaining to them.

It is impossible to keep
these ideas entirely away from
children and it is ridiculous to
think that it is possible. Since
this is the case, the only thing
that can be done is to give
students a comprehensive
education that helps them
understand who they are as
people and the importance of
acceptance and tolerance.

At the end of the day, op-
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position to the progression of
gender identity is not based
on any data or empiricism. It is
based in fear of what was pre-
viously unknown. It is based
in an unshakable stubborn-
ness that refuses to process
the advancement of science.

Senate File 496 is proof that
some Iowa legislators would
rather risk the physical and
mental well-being of stu-
dents than risk realizing that
their understanding of gender
identity and sexual orienta-
tion is wrong, and it is a harm-
ful bill that will have deep and
lasting consequences on Ilo-
wa’s students.

evan-weidl@uiowa.edu



ARTS

10 Books for Pride Month this summer

guaranteed to get you out of a reading slump

These 10 books provide queer representation and great stories.

Anupama Choudhury
Arts Reporter

AsF. Scott Fitzgerald said
in his novel “The Beautiful
and the Damned,” “one fairy
night, May became June.”
The Stonewall Riots of June
1969 were a landmark pub-
lic demonstration for queer
rights, and we now know
the month as one dedicat-
ed to Pride. However, the
celebration of LGBTQ+ sto-
ries and experiences has
been around much longer
than that and is carefully
documented in the folds of
novels, poetry and mem-
oirs. The following is a list
of book recommendations
to further delve into the es-
sence of queer culture:

1. “After  Sappho”
(2022): Author Selby Wynn
Schwartz offers a series
of cascading vignettes
and accounts of women:
sapphists, feminists and
trailblazers from the late
nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries who fought
and campaigned for their
right to simply exist and be
treated with dignity. One
finds strength in the fiery
passion of Lina Poletti and
Romaine Brooks, a hearth
in the sensual camaraderie
of Natalie Barney and Eva
Palmer, and solace in the
words of Virginia Woolf and
Sibilla Aleramo, and discov-
ers the true meaning of em-
bodying the spirit of Sappho.

2. “Orlando” (1928):
Modelled after her lover,
Vita Sackville-West, Virgin-
ia Woolf’s novel “Orlando”
is easily portrayed as one
of the longest love letters
of the English language.
It is a pioneering novel in
queer literature with a pro-
tagonist that inexplicably
changes from a man into
a woman overnight and is
bursting with represen-
tation for non-binary and
genderfluid individuals.
With one of the most com-
plex and intricately woven
characters of all time, this
novel is rightly regarded as
one of the classic novels in
queer culture.

3. “Loveless” (2020):
Alice Oseman provides an
account of a girl named
Georgia while she finds her
calling and discovers her
true self as she navigates
life in college at Durham
University. This novel with
an albeit harsh title, carries
Oseman’s signature heart-
felt writing that gives the
reader a sense of warmth
and belonging all while
getting to know a girl figur-
ing out her life as a young
adult, her experiences with
her peers , above all, com-
ing to terms with her aro/
ace identity.

4. “The Price of Salt”
(1952): Considered a radi-
cal piece of writing during
its first release, Patricia

Highsmith’s finest work is
now best remembered as
the 2015 film Carol starring
Cate Blanchett and Rooney
Mara. It follows Therese Be-
livet, a stage designer with
a seemingly plain and rou-
tine life that is disrupted by
the arrival of Carol Aird, an
alluring suburban divorcee.
The novel traces the two
falling in love and travel-
ing across the United States
pursued by Carol’s past and
is a riveting tale of choos-
ing between life and love.

5. “Paul Takes the
Form of a Mortal Girl”
(2017): Andrea Lawlor’s sa-
lacious debut novel is not for
the faint-hearted. Reminis-
cent of Woolf’s Orlando, the
main character is a shape-
shifter taking on the forms
of Paul and Polly as and
when they please. They are
a flaneur with an intriguing
love life. The book begins in
the university town of Iowa
City and takes the reader
through the checkpoints of
Paul/Polly’s life and ends
in San Francisco, leaving
behind a trail of gay clubs,
politics and partying, diving
in and out of queer struggles
and pleasure.

6. “The Color Pur-
ple” (1982): Alice Walker’s
timeless classic that traces
the lives of sisters Celie and
Nettie is the Black experi-
ence in rural Georgia. How-
ever, at the heart of the tale

lies a love story between
Celie and Shug Avery, the
local songstress by day
and seductive role model
by night. This novel is filled
with compassion, loyalty, and
heartwrenching  discourse
about injustice and God.

7. “The Seven Hus-
bands of Evelyn Hugo”
(2017): It is author Taylor
Jenkin Reid’s world; we
are just living in it. Reid
does a phenomenal job of
portraying the glitz and
glamor of the Golden Age
of Hollywood through the
lens of Evelyn Hugo, a
woman fuelled by determi-
nation and grit, fixated on
making it in an unforgiving
industry. This novel is also
one of the most wonderful
examples of bisexual rep-
resentation and recounts
the Stonewall Riots in in-
tricate detail. The under-
lying tone of feminism
and the strong message of
staying true to every facet
of one’s being qualifies this
book as a modern classic
for our generation.

8. “Giovanni’s
Room” (1956): James Bald-
win is rightly considered an
integral part of queer litera-
ture and his most renowned
work serves as proof of his
standing. It follows David,
a man recently engaged in
contemporary Paris. It is a
highly controversial novel,
debated even today, and

deals with the incredibly
vulnerable subjects of in-
ternalized homophobia, po-
litical policies towards sex-
ual liberation, and how one
man’s actions and thought
process affects all those
around him.

9. “Felix Ever After”
(2020): This is a young
adult novel that is relative-
ly light-hearted yet tackles
serious issues and is an im-
portant part of transgender
literature. Author Kacen
Callender introduces teen
protagonist Felix, who is
black, queer, and transgen-
der. They have never been
in love but hope to be. The
book provides an invigo-
rating insight into the life
of a teenage trans individ-
ual on the brink of growing
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wup, grappling with sexu-
ality, identity, and the lin-
gering notions of the im-
pending future.

10.  “Maurice” (1971):
This novel was finished in
1914 but E.M. Forster in-
sisted that it remain un-
published until his death in
1970, lest it ruin his career.
Such is the power of this
novel, laced with vulnera-
bility, longing and scandal.
Set during the Edwardian
era and in the background
of World War I, the novel
traces the life of the titu-
lar character Maurice as he
navigates his identity and
sexuality and the conse-
quences that come along
with it.

anupamac2985@gmail.com



REVIEW

Anyone can be Spider-Man: Marvel'’s
new release was worth the wait

“Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse” exceeds expectations and raises the bar for animation.

Zhenya Loughney
Arts Reporter

I don’t remember much
from 2018 except for one
film that completely con-
sumed me. “Spider-Man:
Into the Spider-Verse”
(ITSV) was easily a 10/10
five years ago, and still
holds up today. Spider-Man
fiends such as myself ea-
gerly awaited the premiere
of the sequel after a few re-
scheduled release dates left
us crawling.

“Spider-Man: Across the
Spider-Verse” (ATSV) sur-
passed any expectations
I had. With a runtime of
two hours and 19 minutes,
ASTV is now the longest
American-made animated
film in history. The mixture
of art styles and animation
techniques is even more
unique and breathtaking
than the first installment in
the trilogy.

Spider-Man has always
been my “thing” I can al-
ways manage to bring up Spi-
der-Man in any conversation.
Given my history of collect-
ing Spidey comics, specifical-
ly “2099,” every cameo of dif-
ferent spider-variants made
my heart flutter. I've seen the
film in theaters three times
since its premiere on June 2,
and still need to experience
it a fourth time to catch more
details I missed.

ATSV opened with a
drumming montage of
Spider-Gwen catching the

audience up on what has
happened since ITSV. I
liked that the band — which
she immediately quit after
the montage ended — was
called “The Mary Janes.”
This was my first clue that
this film might be blurring
some PG boundaries, and I
liked that.

I went with my 13-year-
old sibling for my first time
viewing ATSV and all I could
hear were “oohs” and “aahs”
next to me in regard to Spi-
der-Gwen’s world design. It
looked like a three-dimen-
sional watercolor that shift-
ed in color with her mood:
a personified mood ring. It
showed how Gwen kept all
her feelings inside, but the
audience could see how she
really felt through the envi-
ronment surrounding her.

Spider-Gwen’s arc started
with her rocky relationship
with her police-captain fa-
ther. Events escalated when
a villain from an alternate
world made its way into Spi-
der-Gwen’s, forcing her to
reveal her identity to her fa-
ther. Evading her father and
prison, Spider-Gwen chose
to join a force of dimen-
sion-traveling Spider-Men
apt to keep the multiverse
stable and free from anom-

alies.
The narrative then shifts
to Miles Morales’ world

where the audience learns
more about his relationship
with his family. After run-

ning into a so-called “villain
of the week” named Spot,
Miles got grounded, and was
later approached by dimen-
sion-traveling Spider-Gwen
for a day out in Brooklyn.

More events escalated
that led the duo to Spidey
Headquarters, where the
bulk of Spider-Man vari-
ants came in. My highlights
are Miguel O’Hara, Hobie
Brown, Pavitr Prabhakar,
Sun-Spider, Spectacular Spi-
der-Man, Insomniac-Spider,
Peter Parked-Car, and about
200 more if I could analyze
it frame-by-frame.

Speaking of frames: in the
first film, Miles Morales was
animated at 12 frames per
second while his environ-
ment was animated at 24
frames per second. When he
got a better hang of his spi-
der-powers, his animation
began to catch up with the
world around him.

There was a similar meth-
od used with Spider-Punk —
which he does not like being
called — and his animation.
Hobie Brown was animated
at a lower frame rate than the
environment around him,
but at times it would speed
up along with a change in his
art style; the character does
like inconsistency.

I loved Pavitr Prabhakar’s
Mumbai-Manhattan fusion
city. The art style was colorful
and inviting. This Spider-Man
was so sweet it melted my
heart. My only complaint is

that the music was too loud
in this section, and I missed
some of his witty dialogue;
same with Hobie Brown’s
British punk accent.

The most impressive
inclusion was Lego Spi-
der-Man. The stop-mo-
tion scene was created by
a 14-year-old YouTuber,
Preston Mutanga, who
caught the attention of
the ATSV creators when
he posted his recreation of
the ATSV trailer in Legos.
Miguel O’Hara telling Le-
go-Spidey he was “one of
their best” was priceless.

The end of this movie was
not a proper ending. When
“To Be Continued” appeared
on-screen, I gasped. I looked
at my watch and was so con-
fused as to how two hours

and 19 minutes passed me
by like nothing. The next
installment, “Spider-Man:
Beyond The Spider-Verse”
is projected to premiere on
March 29, 2024. However,
due to the current Writers
Guild of America strike, I
expect that date to also be
rescheduled.

Because it is a children’s
film, I appreciated that there
wasn’t an unnecessary teen-
age love triangle at the fore-
front, and rather focused on
the emotional, familial arc of
self-acceptance and identity
in the characters. The story
wasn’t about their differenc-
es, but about how the uni-
verse was in detriment. The
inclusion of every character
actually advanced the plot: a
wonderful change of pace in
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storytelling that carried over
from the first film.

The inclusion of so many
art styles, body types, eth-
nicities, and genders —
Spider-Gwen’s father had
a transgender pride flag
on his coat — in this film
is impeccable. I smiled so
hard when a hijabi-spidey
walked on-screen. The mu-
sic score could get its own
article alone.

ATSV is easily another
10/10. It would be an 11/10,
but as a stand-alone film it’s
not as strong. It is, however,
a very breathtaking sequel
that left me in tears several
times. I'm patiently waiting
in my own Spidey-suit until
the third one is released.

zhenya-loughney@uiowa.edu
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VOLLEYBALL

Continued from Page 12

Polkky Kusammo reached
out to Ptaschinski after
watching Jones’ game film
and gave her less than a
week to decide about join-
ing the team.

After listing out the
pros and cons and hav-
ing conversations with
family and friends, Jones
signed a contract with
Polkky Kuusamo that runs
through April 2024, but

can extend if the squad
makes a playoff run.

Jones said she didn’t
want to pass up the once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity
to spend time in Europe at
no cost and play the sport
she loves — especially with
her passion for travel and
exploring the world.

Jones said there won’t
be much time in-season
to explore Europe, so she
is staying a few weeks past
her contract to explore
Sweden, Amsterdam, Ger-

many, Norway, Estonia,
and wherever else pops up
on her sight-seeing wish
list.

“I didn’t want to go
somewhere super high,”
Jones said. “I wanted to go
somewhere I could have
fun but also compete well.
My body is old, and I want
to have fun. I don’t want to
be dedicated to volleyball
and only volleyball. Plus,
I want to play, I don’t just
want to sit on the sideline.”

Jones will live with the

three other American ath-
letes on Polkky Kuusamo’s
roster in Finland — Cortney
VanLiew, Carlyle Nusbaum,
and Madeline Palmer.

The rest of the squad
consists of seven Finland
natives.

“For a European team to
want to recruit you, they
have to have a lot of money
because they are paying for
your visa and doing a lot of
other things to accommo-
date you,” Jones said. “So,
countries overseas want

to fill up their teams with
European players first,
and then if they can’t find
European players that fit
their needs or their mold,
they’ll start recruiting in
the U.S.”

This will be VanLiew’s
first season playing pro.
She competed for Florida
Gulf Coast from 2017-21
and broke the program re-
cord with 1,657 kills.

Nusbaum and Palmer, on
the other hand, have had
multiple years of experi-

ence overseas. After grad-
uating from Liscomb Uni-
versity, Nusbaum played in
Sweden and has spent the
last two seasons with Polk-
ky Kuusamo.

Palmer was named the
2016 Big South Player of
the Year at Radford Uni-
versity and has competed
overseas since 2017-18.
This upcoming season will
be her second year with
Polkky Kuusamo.

mckenna-roering@uiowa.edu

lowa middle hitter Amiya Jones celebrates during an lowa women's volleyball media conference and scrimmage at Xtream Arena in Coralville on Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022. Jones played 98 matches in 2021,
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Isabella Cervantes/The Daily lowan



SPORTS

Adventure awaits

Former Iowa volleyball player Amiya Jones will move to Kuusamo, Finland, on Aug. 15

to begin her professional volleyball career.

Isabella Cervantes/The Daily lowan

lowa middle blocker Amiya Jones poses for a portrait with her family and assistant coaches William Tatge and Dave Brown on senior night before the volleyball match against Maryland at Xtream Arena in Coralville, IA, on Saturday, Nov.
13,2021, The Hawkeyes beat the Terrapins 3-1.

Kenna Roering
Sports Editor

Former JIowa volleyball
player Amiya Jones is taking
her talents to the two-time
reigning Finnish Volleyball

League champion club Polkky
Kuusamo.

The middle hitter, who
helped maintain stability
inside the Hawkeye locker
room over the last five sea-
sons amid multiple coach-

ing changes, an injury, and a
global pandemic, will depart
for Finland on Aug. 15.

“I think playing at a high
level against some of the best
teams in the NCAA and being
in the Big 10 has prepared me

to work harder and train at a
higher level,” Jones told The
Daily Iowan. “I also think that
the changing dynamic with-
in the Iowa program has al-
lowed me to be more flexible
and versatile all around.”

Jones, who graduated with
a double major in psychology
and criminology, was leaning
toward hanging up her vol-
leyball uniform and starting
her professional career.

But then, Sports Agent
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Nick Ptaschinski got in touch
with Jones and informed her
of the playing opportunities
and different competitive lev-
els in Europe.

VOLLEYBALL | Page 11
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