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I N S I D E
Xtream Arena draws 

customers to Coralville
UI to sell 
Mayflower, 
build new dorm
The residence hall could be 
sold and closed by spring 
2024 if approved by the 
state Board of Regents at its 
Feb. 22 meeting. 

Kate Perez
News Editor

Mayflower Residence Hall,  which was 
first built in 1968 and became housing 
for University of Iowa students in 1982, 
is set to be sold to make way for a new 
residence hall, the university announced 
Tuesday. 

The UI announced in an Iowa Now 
article its plans to sell the building and 
construct a new dorm with 250-400 beds 
on the east side of campus to house sec-
ond, third, and fourth-year students in a 
university-owned location.  

Potential locations for the new resi-
dence hall include: 

• Behind Stanley and Currier Halls 
• Next to Alpha Chi Sigma fraternity 
on North Clinton Street
• The Recreation Center parking lot 
located on West Court Street 
• The Hillcrest Parking Lot at the end 
of Byington Road 
The residence hall is expected to draw 

students to the main university campus 
and dining halls, according to the Iowa 
Now article. The university received 
research and feedback from students 
about the current housing system, the 
article stated.

The Daily Iowan reached out to the 
UI on Jan. 30 about the future plans for 
Mayflower Hall and the construction of 
a new dorm. 

“The university is always proactively 
evaluating its housing and dining sys-
tems to best serve students who choose 
to live on campus,” Tricia Brown, senior 
director of internal communications and 
media relations, wrote in an email to the 
DI. 

“The university is in the process of 
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The arena continues to bring people and business to the River 
Landing after two years of operation.

Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
Fire is set ablaze during day two of the 2022 Soldier Salute College Wrestling Tournament at Xtream Arena in Coralville, Iowa, on Dec. 
30, 2022.

Natalie Miller
News Reporter

Since the Xtream Arena’s opening in Sep-
tember 2020, its economic impact sparked the 
growth of businesses in the Iowa River Landing 
and Coralville areas.

Over 5,000 Xtream Arena patrons flood the 
Iowa River landing during events. The arena, 
located at 200 E. 9th St., is home to the Uni-
versity of Iowa’s volleyball team and the Iowa 
Heartlanders’ professional minor league hockey 
team. It was slated to have an economic impact 
of over $1.4 billion over a 20-year period, ac-
cording to the City of Coralville.

Coralville Mayor Meghann Foster said the 
Iowa River Landing has seen more visitors since 
the arena’s opening. 

“It is not unusual to see on the weekends and 

during the week when we have these big events to 
see a lot of foot traffic, a lot of actual traffic, and 
people not only enjoying the event they came to 
the area for but enjoying all the other amenities 
the River Landing has to offer,” Foster said.

The arena hosts concerts, high school sport-
ing events, UI sporting events, and various rec 
and club sporting events. 

Restaurants in the area such as Tribute Eat-
ery and Bar and 30Hop Coralville are located 
directly across from Xtream Arena. Employees 
at both institutions said they often see a surge 
in business on days when big events take place 
across the street.

Tribute Eatery and Bar opened November 
2020 — shortly after Xtream Arena’s opening — 
general manager Blake Laughton said.

The restaurant has protocol measures put in 
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80 HOURS: Iowa City 
Downtown District’s Win-
ter Night Lights dazzle 
Iowa City
This February, six massive blow-
up rabbits are taking over the 
Pedestrian Mall in the Downtown 
District for its Winter Night Lights. 

Page 1B

Federal financial aid 
drops for fifth consecu-
tive year at Iowa’s public 
institutions 
Institutional financial aid 
increased 6 percent at state Board 
of Regents institutions while 
federal financial aid decreased. 
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U P C O M I N G
The artificial intelligence 
generator ChatGPT has been 
nationally popularized on 
university campuses as a new 
way to cheat. Some University of 
Iowa students who spoke to the DI 
are using the tool to cheat — and 
some professors aren’t noticing.  

O N L I N E
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Grace Smith
Photojournalist

Megan Wichmann sat 
in her high school English 
classroom in 2009 and 
contemplated her new as-
signment for the month: 
Pick a career and research 
it. Wichmann was inter-
ested in shadowing a para-
medic, so she went on a 
few ambulance ride-alongs 
in Johnson County. 

Wichmann’s mother’s 
partner at the time was an 
Iowa City firefighter, and 
he asked Wichmann if she 
wanted to ride along in a 
firetruck for the day. Wich-
mann quickly accepted, 
eager for every experience 
she was offered. 

“I think that’s honestly 
where I fell in love with 
firefighting because I get to 
do EMS and fire,” the Iowa 
native said. “Then, it kind 
of took off from there.”

And with each ride-
along and conversation, 
Wichmann’s passion for 
helping others grew stron-
ger.

Twenty days after Wich-
mann graduated from Iowa 
City High School, she went 
on a ride-along at Station 
Five in Cedar Rapids. After 
obtaining her EMS and fire 
science certificates and de-
grees from Kirkwood Com-
munity College in 2013, 

Wichmann sat in the same 
station as a paid Cedar 
Rapids firefighter in 2014.

Since then, the 30-year-
old has jumped from 
station to station and 
absorbed as much infor-
mation as possible, con-
necting with coworkers 
and bettering the commu-
nity, which she said she 
cares deeply about.  

“You never know what 
the day has in store for 
you,” Wichmann said. “So, 
just being able to roll with 
the punches or adapt and 
overcome is kind of the 
motto for me.”

Wichmann said com-
munity risk reduction is a 
large part of why she loves 
being a firefighter. 

“I love hearing stories. 
[Community members] 
even say, ‘I remember 
coming to the fire station 
when I was in preschool,’ 
and this could be like a 
30- or 40-year-old civilian 
coming in, and they re-
member that piece of their 
life,” Wichmann said. “I 
just enjoy the heck out of 
it.”

During her nine years 
in the field, Wichmann 
said there have been times 
when community mem-
bers come up to her and 
said, “I’ve never seen a 
female firefighter.” They’ll 
even come up and ask for 
a photo.

“My initial reaction is 
to let out a belly laugh,” 
Wichmann said. “Whenev-

er anybody wants to come 
up and engage in conver-
sation, I’m all for it … I love 
the fact that people are in-
quisitive — young and old.”

Challenges for female fire-
fighters

The National Fire Pro-
tection Association esti-
mated female firefight-
ers made up 9 percent 
— around 89,600 — of 1.04 
million career and volun-
teer firefighters in the U.S. 
in 2020. The Cedar Rapids 
Fire Department has eight 
female firefighters. 

Amy Kunkle, Cedar Rap-
ids Fire Department fire 
and explosives investiga-
tor, said she’s experienced 
challenges being a woman 
in the fire service, includ-
ing self-imposed hard-
ships. 

“It feels like, as a woman, 
you have to prove yourself 
more than a male does,” 
Kunkle said. “And I’m not 
saying that’s reality. It’s 
just kind of something that 
myself and others that I 
work with feel.”

Kunkle, who is 45 years 
old, has worked at the de-
partment since 2008. She 
found there are many ben-
efits to having female fire-
fighters out in the field. 

She said even though 
men may naturally be 
built physically bigger and 
stronger, there are a lot of 
circumstances where big-
ger isn’t better. 

One day on the job, 
Kunkle and her coworkers 
responded to a house fire. 
As Kunkle was circling 
the home and looking for 
potential victims and fire 
hazards, she noticed the 
department’s hose nozzle 
was placed on the wrong 
side of the fence. So, Kun-
kle had to hop over a fence 
quickly to start putting 
water on the fire as soon as 
possible. 

“I wouldn’t be in the 
field if I didn’t believe that 
I could do it,” Kunkle said.

Jennifer Alexander, a 
preschool teacher at Ca-
dence Academy in Iowa 
City and a volunteer fire-
fighter for the Coralville 
Fire Department, said she 
bears external hardships in 
the fire service. 

Alexander is a 5-foot 
tall, 125-pound woman in 
the fire service. She said 
people sometimes under-
estimate her skills because 
of her stature and her gen-
der. 

Alexander said gear is an 
unexpected challenge she 
experiences daily. She said 
she wishes gear was more 
accessible and fit women 
better so they could com-
plete tasks to the best of 
their ability without hav-
ing inappropriately-sized 
gear slowing them down. 

“We have to do the same 
work as men — in gear 
that’s not designed to fit 
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Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Cedar Rapids firefighter of nine years Megan Wichmann, 30, scans the area after responding to a call on Jan. 2. Wichmann became a firefighter in 2014 
after obtaining her EMS and fire science certificates and degrees from Kirkwood Community College in 2013.

IC Fire Department 
faces lawsuit

Sadie McDowell, a former employee, 
shared alleged accounts of sexism, 
racism, and homophobia from her 

former coworkers. 

Jami Martin-Trainor
Assistant Digital Editor

The Iowa City Fire De-
partment is currently facing 
a discrimination lawsuit af-
ter former employee Sadie 
McDowell reported the unit 
for accounts of sexism, rac-
ism, and homophobia. 

The trial is currently set 
for July 30 to Aug. 12, 2024, 
according to Amy Beck, an 
attorney working on Mc-
Dowell’s case. 

The official court docu-
ments were electronically 
filed on Aug. 10, 2022. The 
case is still open and under 
litigation. As of the time 
the document was filed, 
McDowell was technical-
ly employed by the Iowa 
City Fire Department as 
a firefighter, but she was 
not being paid and was not 
allowed to return to work. 
McDowell said her em-
ployment officially ended 
in January.

In the 19-page lawsuit, 
McDowell describes the 
reported discriminatory 
actions she observed from 
her colleagues, both di-
rected to her and others. 

This includes officers in-
tentionally looping in the 
downtown Iowa City area 
to “ogle young women and 
comment on their bodies 
and/or clothing,” which 
was referred to as the “the 
Lust Lap.” 

McDowell also describes 
a situation that occurred in 
the summer of 2017 where 
she faced “unwanted and 
non-consensual kissing 
and sexual groping” from a 
colleague. 

In response to these al-
legations, the Iowa City 
Fire Department denied all 
claims made in the lawsuit. 
In a statement to The Daily 
Iowan from Lee Hermiston, 
Iowa City’s public safety 
information officer, the 
city’s official reply is limit-
ed for legal purposes. 

“The City of Iowa City is 
committed to supporting 
the rights of all employees 
and creating a safe, inclu-
sive, and respectful work 
environment. These are al-
legations only,” Hermiston 
stated. 

When the document was 
filed, four women were 
employed at the fire de-
partment, which was made 
up of 65 people. As of Feb. 
8, the number of women in 
the Iowa City fire depart-
ment has decreased to one, 
according to data received 
by the DI from Hermiston. 

The disproportionate 
number of men and wom-
en in emergency services is 
not limited to the fire de-
partment. The number of 
men sworn into the Iowa 
City Police department 
was 69 while the number of 
women was 11, as of Feb. 8.   

Allegations in the docu-
ment also include instanc-
es of racism, homophobia, 
and transphobia. The doc-
ument states McDowell re-
portedly heard a lieutenant 
say a Black homeless man 
“was not worth the skin on 
his bones,” and several co-
workers frequently used the 
word “gay” in a derogatory 
manner. Other allegations 
claim the male firefighters 
would mock transgender 
individuals and refuse to 
respect their preferred pro-
nouns and chosen name.

As a whole, McDowell 
states in the lawsuit that 
the treatment of herself 
and others has drastically 
and negatively impacted 
her mental health.

“This ordeal has caused 
Sadie to develop a myriad 
of debilitating symptoms 
and mental health con-
ditions including Major 
Depressive Disorder and 
Other Trauma and Stressor 
Related Disorder,” the doc-
ument reads.

jami-martin-trainor@uiowa.edu

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
An Iowa City firetruck is seen at the Iowa City Fire Station 1 Headquarters 
on Oct. 12, 2022.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Firefighters Wichmann, Michael McFarlane, Shelby Van Weelden, Zack Howell, and Jake Bawek test their ladder skills at a training tower in Cedar Rapids 
on Jan. 2. In her time in the fire service, Wichmann said she’s been treated very well on the management and crew level and has the support one needs 
in the CRFD. “We’re here 24 hours a day; we experience the same calls,” Wichmann said. “Working with these people day in and day out, you forge a very 
special bond with them.”
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us using tools that aren’t 
designed with us in mind 
— and have to be able to 
do it at the same standard 
of quality and efficacy as 
men,” Alexander said. 

Alexander said the de-
partment is aware of issues 
with her gear not fitting. 
But because of cost and 
gear being normally pur-
chased in bulk, the depart-
ment is not able to provide 
her with properly-fitting 
gear. However, she said the 
department has been able 
to accommodate her with 
inexpensive equipment in-
cluding suitable structure 
gloves.

Alexander said, along 
with the constraints of 
gear, she sometimes feels 
restrained when using her 
voice and asserting herself 
in situations. 

“If a woman is assertive 
and a little aggressive, 
they’re a b****,” Alexan-
der said. “But if a man is 
aggressive and standing 

his ground, he’s just being 
assertive.”

She said it often feels 
like high school all over 
again. 

“If you get the highest 
score on a math test, ev-
eryone hates you because 
you set the curve,” Alexan-
der said. “But if you’re the 
captain or the quarterback 
for the football team or 
the star basketball player, 
and you score the winning 
points, it’s announced on 
the loudspeaker how great 
and awesome you are.”

Overcoming adversity in the 
fire service

Some women have been 
actively battling con-
straints in the fire service 
for years, Julie Popelka, a 
current firefighter at the 
Cedar Rapids Fire Depart-
ment, said. 

Popelka started working 
for the department about 
20 years ago when she was 
42 years old. At the time 
she started in the depart-
ment, there were two oth-

er female firefighters who 
passed along their advice 
on overcoming adversity 
in the field. 

And overcoming adver-
sity is exactly what Popel-
ka had to do. 

Popelka stood shoeless 
in the kitchen during her 
rookie year at the station, 
making cookies for her 
coworkers during some 
downtime the firefighters 
had in between calls. As 
she was running around 
and baking cookies, an 
older male firefighter 
walked in laughing and 
made the comment, “Yep, 
that’s where the woman 
should be: barefoot in the 
kitchen.”

Popelka said although 
he may not have meant it 
in a crude way, it has stuck 
with her during her 20 
years in the fire service. 

Popelka said the depart-
ment continues to improve 
representation and accept 
women in the field. 

In 2017, the department 
created the Young Wom-
en’s Fire Academy to in-

troduce women and girls 
ages 16 and older to the 
fire service by providing 
skills and opportunities for 
participants to learn about 
firefighting as a career.

Popelka said during 
the academy a couple of 
years ago, women were 
participating in a fitness 
challenge, and one of the 
battalion chiefs of the de-
partment came down to 
observe. And as one wom-
an was running through 
the challenge, the chief 
was shocked to see every 
participant cheering the 
woman on and support-
ing her through the entire 
challenge. 

“The battalion chief af-
terward came up and told 
us, ‘It’s just amazing to 
see the difference. Men 
wouldn’t be doing that,’” 
Popelka said. “It was just 
neat for him to see how the 
women encouraged each 
other.” 

Finding a support system

Popelka said female 

firefighters need to have 
a solid support system to 
do a job in a male-oriented 
field. 

Both Popelka and Kun-
kle said their husbands 
and children are support-
ive of their career paths, 
and they are grateful to 
have that backing. 

“[My husband and 
children] are my biggest 
cheerleaders,” Kunkle 
said. “They’ve always been 
really proud of me, and 
that makes it a lot easi-
er when I’d have to leave 
for 24-hour shifts and not 
be able to see them, or if 
I’ve missed a holiday or 
birthday or an important 
event.”

Wichmann said she’s 
appreciative of her niece 
and nephew, who she cares 
so deeply for, and wants to 
be a role model for them as 
she works in the fire ser-
vice. 

“I want them to be able 
to have the mindset that 
they can do anything. They 
can be anything,” Wich-
mann said. 

Kunkle said not a lot of 
young girls think about 
being firefighters when 
they grow up because they 
don’t see that female rep-
resentation often. 

“I think it’s really im-
portant for them to see me 
and Megan and Julie out 
there so that maybe [fire-
fighting] is something that 
will pop into their mind,” 
Kunkle said. 

Wichmann said, despite 
the challenges of being in 
the fire service, the peo-
ple she works with and the 
community she works in 
make the job worth it. 

“The guys and gals that 
I work with on the daily 
through my volunteer expe-
rience and my professional 
firefighting experience are 
the ones that make the job,” 
Wichmann said. “Just cook-
ing dinner together and 
running these calls togeth-
er, doing things outside of 
the job. It’s fulfilling, and I 
wish everybody could expe-
rience something like it.”

grace-smith-1@uiowa.edu
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Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Wichmann and other first responders roll a stretcher to an ambulance on a call in Cedar Rapids on Jan. 2. 
Wichmann said she enjoys being in the fire service and and helping community members. “You never know what 
the day has in store for you,” Wichmann said. “So, just being able to kind of roll with the punches or adapt and 
overcome is kind of the motto for me.”

Contributed. 

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
An American flag patch is seen on a firefighter’s coat at a training tower in Cedar Rapids on Jan. 2.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Wichmann works out at the gym inside the Cedar Rapids Central Fire Station on Dec. 7, 2022. Wichmann said she 
tries to work out at least once a day on her shifts but often has to take a break from lifting weights to respond to 
calls in the community. 

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Wichmann walks out of a Cedar Rapids school after responding to a fire alarm on Jan. 2. As a female firefighter, 
Wichmann tries to make herself available and approachable for community members of all ages to ask questions, 
which is what she does at the Young Women’s Fire Academy. The academy was started by the CRFD in 2017 and 
helps provide skills and opportunities for women and girls ages 16 and older to learn about firefighting as a 
career. Wichmann said she still talks to women who went through the academy. 

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Firefighters Travis Foster, Van Weelden, Wichmann, and McFarlane make nachos for dinner at the Cedar Rapids 
Central Fire Station on Dec. 7, 2022. Wichmann said the people she works with are what makes the job so special. 
“The guys and gals that I work with on the daily through my volunteer experience and my professional firefighting 
experience are the ones that make the job,” Wichmann said. “Just cooking dinner together and running these calls 
together, doing things outside of the job. It’s fulfilling, and I wish everybody could experience something like it.”

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Wichmann and her coworkers walk around the Cedar Rapids Central Fire Station on Dec. 7, 2022. Shift members 
didn’t receive many calls that day, so the team walked around the station to cure their cabin fever. 
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OpinionsOpinions
Recognizing voices 
in Black history

The Daily Iowan opinions staff 
highlight Black voices and their 
influence in American history 

that everyone should know.

Spike Lee

A person I look up to is the legendary filmmaker Spike 
Lee. 

Born in Atlanta, Georgia, on March 20, 1957, he grew 
up to be one of the premiere Black filmmakers of the 
modern day. He works in an entertainment landscape 
that notoriously is not very forgiving to filmmakers 
from marginalized groups, which requires them to work 
harder than everyone else.

He managed to not only work in this harsh environ-
ment, but also thrived and managed to get nominated 
for multiple Academy Awards such as Best Adapted 
Screenplay, Best Director, and Best Picture. His films 
contribute greatly to societal discourse around import-
ant issues relating to race. 

What makes him my choice is his persistence and his 
unique touch to everything he makes. Every one of his 
films has his unique touch and style to it, unlike some 
films where it could be directed by anyone. Whatever 
Spike Lee directs feels like it could only ever be directed 
by him. 

Lee’s ability to keep making art, his perseverance, and 
his contributions to cinema are why I admire him.

— Peter Anders

Gwendolyn Brooks

As a writer, I am inspired by people like Gwendolyn 
Brooks who work to help other writers get published. 

Brooks was born in 1917 and died in 2000. She was a 
poet who dealt with and interacted with the turmoil and 
racial injustices of her time. Her greatest works showed 
life before and during the 1960s civil rights movement. 

I first learned of her work in my Interpretation of Lit-
erature class when we read and listened to the poem 
“We Real Cool.” Brooks was the first Black author to win 
a Pulitzer Prize, and she was the first Black woman to be 
a poetry consultant in the library of congress.

She is the prime example of what we as writers and 
people should be. We should not only break the barriers 
that limit us, but help others reach a similar level of suc-
cess. Thank you to Brooks for aiding Black authors and 
Black publishers to get their works published and for 
the poetry that relates to problems that still are prev-
alent today.

— Luke Krchak

Rihanna

Rihanna is not just known for her music. She has a 
presence that exudes confidence, and her womanhood 
is a valuable part of her persona. Rihanna has been a 
role model for as long as she has been in the public eye. 

She was born in St. Michael, Barbados, and is dedi-
cated to supporting where she came from. She founded 
The Clara Lionel Foundation, a nonprofit organization 
that invests in climate justice initiatives and funds 
health clinics and schools in both the U.S. and Barba-
dos.

She emphasizes inclusivity in everything she does. 
Her makeup label, Fenty Beauty, preaches beauty for 
all and was one of the first brands to carry a proper 
range of shades for all skin tones.

Rihanna is there when we need her. When I need a 
good cry, I blast “California King Bed” in my car. When 
I’m in the club while “Don’t Stop the Music” is play-
ing, the girls know every word. She is an inspiration for 
young Black children who turn on the television and 
can witness her success. She was the youngest artist 
in history to achieve 10 number one hits, and she will 
forever be an icon.

— Katie Perkins

Olaudah Equiano

Equiano is written in history as one of the most 
influential African-born writers in the world. 

To get there, he endured hardship as an enslaved 
child, and he was kidnapped from Igbo village. He 
had to learn how to read and write in Virginia before 
buying his own emancipation in 1766. 

His autobiography “The Interesting Narrative of 
The Life of Olaudah Equiano” was published in 1789. 
This writing exposed through firsthand testimony 
the suffering that came with the transatlantic slave 
trade. This work details his experience as a slave 
during his life in Nigeria. 

However, his written narrative shows pride in 
the heritage he came from and exposed to millions 
through several re-prints the injustices he went 
through alongside the nearly 13 million Africans 
that were taken from their homes. 

When Equiano arrived in London as a free man, he 
connected with abolitionist figures like Gran Sharp. 
Through the publishing of his work and his organi-
zation with abolitionist figures, he fought for the 
equal treatment of Africans by the European pow-
ers that enslaved people. He exposed much of the 
American and European public to the atrocities of 
the transatlantic slave trade and has gone down as 
being one of the fathers/mothers of the slave nar-
rative.

 He gave a voice to those who were burdened by 
the system of human commodification — and a pow-
erful one at that. 

— Chris Klepach

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Breaking from familiarity 
There is importance in unfamiliarity, as it allows you to gain new experiences to 

further grow into yourself. 

I have been both grate-
ful and fortunate to be a 
part of a military family. 
My time and experience 
throughout the years has 
shaped me into the person 
I am today. 

Before I started moving 
from place to place, I lived 
in Puerto Rico. Although 
it is home, I was unaware 
of life outside of it, and i 
was inexperienced with 
the larger world around 
me. When I was around 5 
years old, my family and I 
went on our first order. We 

moved to Alaska. 
In Alaska, I was intro-

duced to blankets of pow-
dered snow that melted 
against my skin. It was 
unlike the island, but 
nonetheless new and ex-
citing. My parents and 
I lived in Alaska for five 
years before moving on 
to new places, including 
Maryland, Iowa, Egypt, 
and Austria. 

I am more than grateful 
to have experienced living 
in not only this country, 
but a few others. Living in 
Egypt and Austria showed 
me the importance of 
stepping out into the 
world and the importance  
of surrounding yourself 
with new experiences 
within various cultures 
and backgrounds. 

During my time in 
Egypt, I was introduced 

to new music, foods, and 
ways of life. My moth-
er and I would often go 
to the market, weaving 
ourselves through stands 
with gold and silver jew-
elry, hand-made textiles, 
leather products, spices, 
perfumes, and more. It 
was enriching. 

In Austria, my family 
and I often enjoyed the 
museums. We learned of 
the history and the art 
that runs through the 
country, emphasizing its 
beauty. 

Getting the chance to 
experience these things 
up until high school 
graduation made me feel 
closer to not only those 
around me but to the 
world around me. 

There are many indi-
viduals who are unable 
to travel widely, but one 
does not have to do this 
to reach new experiences. 
New experiences can look 
different for everyone. 
An individual can travel 
within their state or even 
try something new within 
their current living area. 

Research by the New 
York Post found that 11 
percent of participants 
have never left their home 
state. Over 54 percent 
have gone to a maximum 
of 10 states across the 
country. 

There are various rea-
sons why an individual 
would never leave home. 
Some people are unable 
to, some have not given it 
much thought, and others 
have no interest in doing 
so. 

During my childhood, I 
had no interest in moving 
and no interest in seeing 
the larger world around 
me. I was used to life on 
the island. I had found 
comfort in familiarity. 

The importance of get-

ting out of one’s comfort 
zone surrounds the idea 
of opportunity. When you 
step past familiarity, you 
gain some benefits. Some 
of these benefits include 
more confidence, creativ-
ity, self-growth, and one’s 
knowledge about them-
selves. 

Though I am current-
ly residing in Iowa City, 
I still find ways to gather 
new experiences, wheth-
er it’s through a newly 
opened business, a new 
trail to explore, or a new 
general area downtown to 
seek out. 

Having been part of a 
military family made me 
realize that the world is 
here for us to see. Since 
my first move, I have 
grown toward new experi-
ences and allow unfamil-
iarity to take place. 

Hesitance and worry to-
ward new experiences can 
often take place, but ev-
ery individual needs and 
deserves to see more. It is 
all for the better. 

naomi-riveramorales@uiowa.edu 

Naomi Rivera Morales
Opinions Columnist

Republicans miss the point about the 
academic tenure debate

Republicans are more interested in waging unserious fights than actual reform.

After successfully gut-
ting the public education 
system, it seems Iowa Re-
publicans have set their 
eyes on ruining higher ed-
ucation. 

In previous legislative 
sessions, Iowa Republicans 
entertained the idea of 
prohibiting tenure at the 
state’s flagship institutions, 
— including the University 
of Iowa. These bills have 
been introduced several 
times and made it out of 
committee since the 2021 
legislative session. 

While these bills have not 
become a law yet, the per-
sistent Republican efforts 
to target tenure is cause for 
concern. 

The most recent pro-
posed bill, House File 48, 
would not only alienate 
academic faculty but also 
degrade scholarship and 
research that is critical to 

improving our lives. 
Instead, tenure should be 

reformed in a way that low-
ers the barriers of entry for 
those who have obtained a 
doctorate so academic in-
stitutions can improve the 
quality of education and re-
search output. 

The Republican ratio-
nale for eliminating tenure 
revolves around the idea 
that giving a professor a 
permanent position grants 
them cover to discriminate 
against students for their 
political viewpoints. In 
particular, Republicans are 
concerned that professors 
are indoctrinating students 
in left wing anti-American 
ideologies and silencing 
conservative voices.  

Republicans have also 
proposed that the Iowa 
Legislature should moni-
tor university professors to 
make sure they are comply-
ing with proposed Republi-
can standards.

This is wrong for two rea-
sons. First, college profes-
sors are not actually indoc-
trinating their students in 
left wing politics. Second, 
putting students under the 
state surveillance would be 
a clear violation of privacy 
rights. 

The Republican bills 
against tenure do not work 

to improve the atmosphere 
for colleges because it is 
focused on subjugating ac-
ademics to the will of the 
state GOP. That being said, 
there is an opportunity to 
improve tenure. 

Work in the field of labor 
economics shows that labor 
protections give protec-
tions to workers  from los-
ing their jobs in the event of 
an economic downturn or 
potential cost cutting mea-
sures by firms. This results 
in high wages for workers. 

At the same time, labor 
protections also lead to high 
barriers of entry for work-
ers. This does not allow for 
competition and increases 
in productivity from tak-
ing place in a labor market, 
as they prevent firms from 
opening the number of jobs 
in a firm. 

In other words, those 
with labor protections are 
incentivized to be less pro-
ductive. 

Tenure in its current 
form operates similarly to 
this principle. Although ac-
ademic positions are highly 
specialized at universities, 
there are some distinct 
advantages to tenure that 
allow professors to take on 
more risky research.

Simply put, job security 
guarantees that professors 

have the backing to con-
duct forward thinking re-
search that benefits their 
institutions. For example, 
when faculty were grant-
ed tenure in the pharma-
cy discipline, it was found 
that the number of aca-
demic papers published 
increased, indicating that 
research output also in-
creased. This has been 
found to be true in many 
other fields as well. 

That is not to say that 
tenure cannot be im-
proved. Legislation that 
would make it easier for ac-
ademics with doctorate de-
grees to become professors 
is a necessity. This would 
greatly improve academ-
ic institutions in the state 
and allow for other poten-
tial professors to pursue 
their research goals and 
increase knowledge. 

Unfortunately, the Re-
publican bill does not at-
tempt to improve tenure. 

The legislation is meant 
to settle political scores in-
volving apocryphal state-
ments from conservative 
students. Tenure is a nec-
essary part of our higher 
education system, and we 
need to maintain it in some 
basic form.

shahab-khan@uiowa.edu  

Shahab Khan
Opinions Columnist

Photo contributed by Naomi Rivera.

Photo contributed by Naomi Rivera.
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The restaurant has 
protocol measures put in 
place when an event is set 
to be at the arena, such 
as ensuring there are 
enough of his employ-
ees available to cover the 

night, Laughton said.
“We can definitely tell 

when there’s an event at 
the arena … It’s a big part 
of our business,” Laugh-
ton said.

Additionally, Laughton 
said he tries to ensure he 
has products in stock that 
will complement what 
events are going on at the 
arena.

“Toby Keith was one 
where we expected that 
there’d be so many peo-
ple at the concert where 
we would set up to sell 
extra Busch Light and 
White Claws — that’s not 
part of our normal ser-
vice,” he said.

30Hop opened on the 
Iowa River Landing eight 

years ago. General man-
ager Mike Osaro echoed 
Laughton, saying it is es-
sential to the restaurant 
that there is enough staff 
when events are held at 
the arena.

Osaro said he sees 
many groups of peo-
ple come through the 
restaurants when events 
occur at the arena. The 

restaurant sees a lot of 
families when the Iowa 
Heartlanders are in town 
and when youth and high 
school events are held at 
the arena.

“Anything that gets 

everyone together gets 
everyone excited,” Osa-
ro said. “Depending on 
if it’s a concert or some-
thing, sometimes it’s just 
groups of friends.”

Foster said many peo-

ple visit the Iowa River 
Landing and the arena 
from not only all over 
Iowa but all over the 
world.

“We had the Wrestling 
World Cup as well as the 
men’s and women’s tour-
naments,” Foster said. 
“Those are people who 
are visiting our commu-
nity from all over the 
globe.”

Foster said she is proud 
to see how far the Iowa 
River Landing has come 
over the years.

“We are really proud of 
what we’re seeing in the 
arena. We’ve always viewed 
it as the last big piece of 
the redevelopment of that 
area,” she said. 

natalie-m-miller@uiowa.edu

updating its five-year Hous-
ing and Dining master plan 
and can share more details 
once it has been presented 
to and received approval 
from the Board of Regents, 
State of Iowa,” she wrote.

Mayflower Residence 
Hall could close as early as 
the end of the spring 2024 
semester, the article states, 
following the completion 
of current construction in 
Hillcrest Residence Hall. 

According to data gath-
ered by the university, May-
flower Residence Hall is the 
last chosen and first trans-
ferred from residence hall 
for first-year students. 

Sarah Hansen, UI vice 
president for student life, 
said in the Iowa Now article 
that 89 percent of first-year 
students who live in resi-
dence halls stay for a second 
year compared to 82 percent 
who live off campus. 

First-year students who 
live in Mayflower also re-
portedly have lower grade 
point averages. 

“This five-year plan rep-
resents an efficient and ef-
fective use of our resources 
while improving outcomes 
for students,” she said.

In recent years, May-
flower Residence Hall has 
received negative publici-
ty, most recently after a UI 
student fell out of a window 
from the sixth floor in No-
vember 2022. Mayflower’s 
gas stoves have also caused 
multiple evacuations. 

“Offering central campus 
dining encourages students 
to make connections and 
develop relationships with 
each other and decreas-
es isolation, especially for 
first-year students,” Hansen 
said in the article. 

Selling Mayflower and 
the construction of a new 

dorm is part of the univer-
sity’s Housing Master Plan, 
which will be presented to 
the state Board of Regents 
on Feb. 22. Other plans in-
clude the remodeling and 
modernizing of both Burge 
and Hillcrest Residence 
Halls.

Continued renovations 
to Burge and Hillcrest Res-
idence Halls are expected 
to cost $5-10 million per 
project while the construc-
tion of the new residence 
hall will cost an estimated 
$40-60 million. It will be 
funded by “potential May-
flower Residence Hall sale 

proceeds and borrowing,” 
according to the plan. 

A search for a buyer is in 
progress.

On-campus housing for 
incoming students will not 
be impacted by the sale of 
Mayflower, according to the 
plan.

katharine-perez@uiowa.edu

XTREAM
Continued from Page 1A

MAYFLOWER
Continued from Page 1A

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
A fan watches from the hallway during a hockey game between the Iowa Heartlanders and the Cincinnati Cyclones at Xtream Arena in Coralville on Nov. 
26, 2022. The Heartlanders defeated the Cyclones, 4-3.

Emily Nyberg/The Daily Iowan
Mayflower Residence Hall is seen on Tuesday.

We are really proud of what we’re seeing in 
the arena. We’ve always viewed it as the last big 
piece of the redevelopment of that area.

— Coralville Mayor Meghann Foster

Over 20 years,

$1.4 billion

Infographic by Bri Brown

Infographic by Jami Martin-Trainor

Potential locations for the new University of Iowa 
residence hall

Feature photo | Floral Valentine’s Day

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
Ileana Minor, an employee at Beno’s Flowers and Gifts in Iowa City, prepares a Valentine’s Day bouquet for 
a customer on Tuesday. Minor has worked at Beno’s for three months. “It’s been really busy,” said Minor, as 
customers lined up from the register to the door to buy flowers.

Economic Impact of Xtream Arena in Coralville

http://CARVERTRUST.ORG


    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 20236A NEWS

The Daily Iowan
DAILYIOWAN.COM      50¢

THE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COMMUNITY SINCE 1868

Watch for campus and city news, weather, 

and Hawkeye sports coverage at

dailyiowan.com

I N S I D E

Student surplus, dorms crowded

Hawkeyes descended on Iowa City this week to live on campus for the 2022-23 academic year.

Large incoming class strains 

UI faculty, departments
Johnson County 

to minimize 
monkeypox 
spread

case of monkeypox in 

Johnson County last 

providing help to those 

most at risk of contracting 

the disease. 

Cooper Worth
Assistant News Editor 

Cases of monkeypox are still low in 

the state, but Johnson County health 

officials are aiming to inform residents 

about the risk of the disease and provide 

monkeypox virus tests. 

The disease — caused by infection 

with the monkeypox virus — was first 

reported in Iowa in July  and reached 

Johnson County later in the month.

Since reaching the U.S. in May, there 

have been over 12,000 confirmed mon-

keypox cases across the country, accord-

ing to the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention.

Infection happens through skin-to-

skin contact, body fluids, or touching 

shared items that have been in contact 

with bodily fluids or monkeypox rashes. 

Prolonged face-to-face contact also al-

lows the virus to spread.

Karen Brust, an epidemiologist at 

University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, 

said men who have sex with men (MSM), 

are at the highest risk of contracting the 

disease.
“Anybody can get monkeypox, but the 

MSM population is more likely to ac-

Thousands of Hawkeye students moved 

into 11 University of Iowa dorms — includ-

ing one that hasn’t been open in half a de-

cade.
UI move in started on Aug. 13, as more 

prepared to live in residence halls. With 

seven dorms on the east side of campus and 

four on the west, the streets were packed 

with cars carrying excited students.

The increased demand for student hous-

ing led to the UI announcing that the pre-

viously closed doors of Parklawn Residence 

Hall would reopen for the academic year, 

along with the return of temporary expand-

ed housing. 
No students are moving into temporary 

expanded housing like the UI planned, 

is converted into a dorm room and shared 

among six residents. 

UI President Barbara Wilson greeted stu-

dents moving into residence halls on the 

east side of campus on Aug. 15. 

Wilson said she is enthusiastic about 

how move-in was going and said the size 

of this year’s undergraduate class is a result 

of word spreading about the UI being a top 

institution. 
“I think that we have more recognition 

across the country than ever before and 

we’re excited to welcome all these new 

Hawkeyes here,” she said. 

any issues with the reopening of Parklawn 

Residence Hall. 
“Nobody’s [living] in the lounges, so we 

found space for everybody,” she said. 

Parklawn opens after half a decade

Parklawn Residence Hall was closed down 

in 2017 when Catlett Residence Hall opened 

and features suite style rooms with in-suite 

kitchens and bathrooms. Studio rooms were 

converted into a studio apartment for two, 

and one-bedroom rooms were converted 

into an apartment for three this year. 

Von Stange, assistant vice president for 

student life and senior director of univer-

sity housing and dining, wrote in an email 

to The Daily Iowan that the UI reopened 

Parklawn because of the high number of 

students set to live on campus.

“To prepare for occupancy, each room 

in Parklawn has been thoroughly cleaned, 

painted, and inspected. Additionally, the 

maintenance team has tested all systems 

[such as heating and cooling],” he wrote.
-

lawn was an accident. While Lee was orig-

inally worried about his living situation, he 

realized it has its perks, not problems. 

“It worked out perfect. The suite’s actu-

ally really nice,” Lee said. “It’s something 

that surprised me. I mean, I looked at the 

schematic and it looked like it’d be nice, but 

I didn’t expect it to be this spacious and ev-

erything, because I know some dorms have 

two beds and it’s like a jail cell.”

Lee lives in a one-bedroom suite with 

two other UI students. Despite the rooms 

being converted to house more students, 

he said he does not mind having two  

other roommates.

“I like it because we get three times the 

space, four times the space for one extra 

person. I’d say it’s perfect,” Lee said.

While the distance from campus to dorms 

for many students, Lee said the mile-long 

walk to campus is no problem for him. 

“I have my bike, so I brought that and 

I’m planning on biking to classes and ev-

erything,” Lee said. 

Caleb Thumm, a third-year transfer 

choice for dorm life. 

MONKEYPOX | Page 

The University of Iowa expanded the capacity of more than 50 

courses to accommodate the large number of students.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan

Two students talk after class in the English Philosophy Building at the University of Iowa on Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2021. While masks 

are not required, some students still opt to wear masks on campus.

Kate Perez
News Editor

With students returning to campus, Univer-

sity of Iowa departments are scrambling to find 

professors to teach added sections as classes are 

filled to the brim.

The number of students in the class of 2026 is 

not yet known, but the university has dealt with 

large classes before. The UI will release class 

size estimates in September. 

The class of 2024 has 4,530 students and the 

class of 2025 has 4,521 students, according to 

the university. 
Chris Brewer, the UI’s public relations man-

ager, wrote in an email to The Daily Iowan that 

the university was able to follow the procedures 

already in place to accommodate the large 

number of students during course registration.

“University policy is to provide enrollment 

numbers 10 days after the start of every se-

mester, but we are very pleased with our pool 

of applicants and admitted students this year,” 

Brewer wrote. “It is gratifying to see that the 

University of Iowa continues to be the first 

choice for so many students and it is exciting 

to welcome so many students to campus this 

week.”
When students register for classes, they work 

with academic advisors that help them join 

classes that interest them, he wrote. 

OVERFLOW | Page 

Isabella Cervantes/The Daily Iowan

Students move into Parklawn Residence Hall in Iowa City on August 11. Parklawn has been closed since 2017.

MOVE IN | Page 

Hawkeye fans pay big for 

football tickets
Hawkeye fans are paying top 

dollar prices to secure tickets to 

Iowa’s seven sold-out football 

games. Page 5

Bruce, Johnson ready for 

2022
The sophomores are both ready 

for expanded roles in Iowa foot-

ball’s wide receiver room this fall. 
Page 8

Sandra Wong, professor of sur-

gery and chair of the department 

of surgery at Dartmouth College, 

is the first finalist for the next 

and dean of the Carver College of 

Medicine. 
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Accessibility buttons that were previously the size of a quarter were enlarged over winter break. 
Maddie Willis
News Reporter

The University of Iowa 
has been working to im-
prove accessibility at the 
John Pappajohn Business 
Building, most recently by 
installing larger accessibil-
ity buttons that open doors 
in the building. 

Rick Adrian, Tippie Col-
lege of Business director 
of facilities, said the old 
buttons looked around the 
size of a quarter. Diversity, 
equity, and inclsion com-
mittees at Tippie pushed 
for building improvements.

“They are doing 3-foot-
by-10  inches across but-
tons so it’s more accessible 
for someone in a wheel-
chair,” Adrian said. 

The Pappajohn Busi-
ness Building will turn 30 
years old in December, and 
over the years accessibili-
ty requirements and the 
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act — which requires 
buildings to be accessible 
for those with disabilities 
— have changed. Adrian 
said the entire building is 
being re-evaluated.

“For example, we’ve 
got a handicapped ramp 
on the north side of the 
building, and there was 
no handicapped button to 
it,” Adrian said. “I don’t 
know if this was over-
looked when the building 
was built, but we started 
the work of how to rectify 
that situation.” 

Tippie College of Busi-

ness has a DEI committee 
that was originially creat-
ed to improve accessibili-
ty in the college. 

Pamela Bourjaily, Tip-
pie DEI Committee chair 
and an associate profes-
sor of instruction and 
accounting, said the com-
mittee’s goal is to pro-
mote accessibility in the 
classroom and create a 
environment  where fac-
ulty, staff, and students 
can thrive. 

“I think the whole 
Steering Committee 
overall, it seems to me to 
really be thinking about 
diversity, equity, inclu-
sion, and accessibility,” 
Bourjaily said. 

Abbie Stehum, a sec-
ond-year graduate stu-
dent in library and infor-
mation sciences, served 
as the president of the 
UI Students for Disability 
Advocacy and Awareness 
organization last semes-
ter. 

He said the group’s 
main focus is to support 
people with disabilities 
at the UI and work toward 
getting a cultural center 
for people with disabili-
ties on campus. 

The UI currently has 
four cultural centers: the 
Afro-American Cultur-
al Center, Asian Pacific 
American Cultural Center, 
Latino Native American 
Cultural Center, and Pride 
Alliance Center.

 “Just to have the build-
ings themselves be acces-

sible is extremely helpful 
or practical and also just 
welcoming for the stu-
dent,” Stehum said. 

Stehum said people 
with low muscle capabil-
ities might have trouble 
pushing the building’s 
doors open.

“You go all the way to 
campus only not to be 
able to get into the build-
ing,” he said. “That’s a lot 

of work.” 
On the DEI Committee, 

Bourjaily said that acces-
sibility is a precondition 
for learning.

“This is like physical 
access, and other aspects 
of DEI have to do with, 
maybe educational access 
or access to certain op-
portunities, but this is just 
total physical access to be 
able to use and participate 

in all of our spaces,” Bour-
jaily said.

Bourjaily said the 
changes matter because 
it is the right thing to do, 
and they are practical for 
the world we live in. 

“You can’t learn or get 
to work if you can’t get in 
the building,” she said. 

Facilities management 
has additional project 
goals, including adding 

door openers to restrooms 
in the Pappajohn Business 
Building. Adrian said the 
building plans on making 
additional accessibility 
changes in the future such 
as adding a larger button 
near Lecture Hall W10. 

“As a college, we value 
an inclusive environment 
for all,” Adrian said. 

madeleine-willis@uiowa.edu

Vincenzo Mazza/The Daily Iowan
The John Pappajohn Business Building is seen on Jan. 24. 

Tippie College of Business increases accessibility 

Chi Omega House repair request denied 
The sorority is appealing after its request was denied by the Iowa City Historic Preservation Commission.

Sydney Libert
News Reporter

The University of Iowa 
Chi Omega sorority is ap-
pealing a denied request 
from the Iowa City His-
toric Preservation Com-
mission to add new win-
dows in its historic house.

Despite previously re-
ceiving permission from 
the city to install new win-
dows on the upper level 
of the building, which is 
located on 804 Iowa Ave., 
the sorority’s request to 
replace windows on the 
main level was denied.
The commission ordered 
the existing windows to 
be refurbished due to 
the home’s historic rel-
evance. The commission 
declined the sorority’s 
window replacement be-
cause the windows are in 
good condition and only 
need repairs.

The recommended fix 
was too costly, the so-
rority wrote in the ap-
peal. The sorority wants 
to add high-quality win-

dows from a company, 
Pella, with tilt-in sashes 
to allow for easier future 
maintenance.

Kirk Lehmann, a sec-
retary for the Iowa City 
Board of Adjustment, said 
the most recent appeal to 
the board took place in 
2021.

“To be honest, appeals 
are pretty rare,” Leh-
mann said. “Usually, it’s 
tied to harm to property, 
and surrounding property 
owners are the ones who 
file it.”

The handbook rec-
ommends that historic 
homes repair windows 
before replacing them 
to protect the building’s 
architectural character. 
Properties are not al-
lowed to install modern 
windows, including slid-
ing, awning, casement, 
and bay windows. 

The appeal will go be-
fore the city’s Board of 
Adjustment, which will 
act as a jury to determine 
whether the Historic 
Preservation Commission 

justly exercised its pow-
ers. 

The board may reverse, 
modify, or affirm the 
commission’s decision. 
If the board agrees with 
the commission and Chi 
Omega chooses to appeal 
the decision further, it 
will go to Johnson County 
District Court.

Lehmann said the board 
would be overseeing the 
appeal becuase the so-
rority house’s location is 
within the city’s College 
Hill Conservation Dis-
trict. Compared to histor-
ic preservation districts, 
conservation districts 
have fewer designated 
historical properties with-
in their neighborhoods. 

While Lehmann said 
historical districts typi-
cally have stricter regula-
tions tied to them, build-
ings in both districts must 
request approval from the 
city’s Historic Preserva-
tion Commission to make 
any exterior changes.

“We tend to deal more 
with special exceptions, 

which are uses allowed 
within the code that re-
quire additional over-
sight,” Lehmann said.

After multiple attempts 
by The Daily Iowan, Chi 
Omega and the Historical 
Preservation Commission 

both declined to com-
ment on the appeal.

The city anticipates 
holding a public hearing 
for the appeal on March 8 
at 5:15 pm in City Hall’s 
Emma J. Harvat Hall. The 
Board of Adjustment will 

release a packet confirm-
ing the location and time 
of the hearing either the 
week before or early on 
during the week of the 
hearing.  

sydney-libert@uiowa.edu

Emily Nyberg/The Daily Iowan
The University of Iowa chapter of Chi Omega is seen in Iowa City on Feb. 6.
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shop for people on the 
team. Libby said she is 
good friends with Mich-
igan State’s gymnastics 
coach, who was able to 
speak on Zivat’s behalf. 

When Zivat officially 
joined the team, Libby 
made a point to help the 
teammates get to know 
one another. Every year, 
Libby promotes team 
building by hosting a 
get-together outside of 
Iowa City. 

“It's a lot of pressure to 
be on the team — to be on 
anybody's team — in Iowa 
City,” Libby said. “It's a 
small city, so everybody 
knows who you are. That 
in itself, while it's super 
exciting, is also largely 
stressful. There’s con-
stantly a whole commu-
nity watching you.”

The getaway helps the 
athletes get to know one 
another outside of gym-
nastics — a point Libby 
stresses. She said grow-
ing up with gymnastics is 
hard, and she does every-
thing in her power to help 
the team heal from any 
toxicity in their pasts. 

As a former gymnast, 
Libby understands the 
unhealthy culture that 
surrounds the field. She 
said gymnasts are taught 
as young children that 

they need to be quiet and 
take demands implicitly. 
From her own experienc-
es, Libby is working to 
transform her communi-
ty. 

“What other sport 
starts at perfection and 
deducts? There is not a 
single sport that does 
that,” Libby said. “That 
in itself is insanity. Some 
of them have had more 
trauma than you can even 
imagine.”

Showing value outside 
of gymnastics is part of 
how the GymHawks can 
build such a strong and 
caring team culture. Zivat 
said that is what pushes 
her to continue improv-
ing.

“It's just such a great 
feeling, knowing how 
happy people are for 
you,” Zivat said. “It's re-
ciprocated. I want it for 
my team as well.”

To build this positivity 
among teammates, Libby 
said she focuses on giving 
the women a voice and 
opinion so they don’t im-
plicitly take orders from 
their coaches.

“Our culture is to try 
and undo all of that be-
fore they graduate in four 
years,” Libby said. “How 
they see themselves, how 
they allow their friends to 
treat them, the relation-
ships that are inviting 
into their lives — it drives 
all of that stuff.”

While Libby has only 
coached Zivat for the past 
two years, she pushes to 
engrave that message 
onto the entire team. 
Gymnastics and scores 

are important, but to Lib-
by, nothing is put above 
the fact that her women 
are human beings and 
deserve to be treated as 
such.  

Zivat doesn’t know 
what she wants to do af-
ter graduation, but she 
said she is keeping her 
options open and plans 
on following her passion.  

“Ultimately, I don't 
want to walk away from 
gymnastics with any re-
grets,” Zivat said. 

jami-martin-trainor@uiowa.edu

on the court in 2021-22, 
leading the nation with 
27 points and eight assists 
per game. She also add-
ed on an average of eight 
rebounds per game as a 
point guard.

But the politics of the 
women’s national player 
of the year comes down to 
team rankings.

Clark said she doesn’t 
take any stock in becoming 
the national player of the 
year because she knows 
her team needs to succeed 
first.

“As long as my team 
wins, all that takes care 
of itself,” Clark said. “It's 
not something that I think 

about every day, but that is 
a huge honor. And it's you 
know, even last year when 
I was in the conversation 
for it, it is a huge honor. 
It's a huge honor for our 
team, for our program to 
have players in that con-
versation.”

Aliyah Boston was the 
unanimous national play-
er of the year in 2021-22 
after leading South Caroli-
na women’s basketball to a 
36-2 season (and an NCAA 
Championship, but voters 
chose before the postsea-
son). 

Boston impressively had 
30 straight double-dou-
bles throughout the 2021-
22 season, averaging 16.8 
points and 12.8 rebounds 
during the season. But she 
didn’t impact her team as 

much as Clark did.
Boston is a player that 

transcends the game — 
she’s continuing to do so 
this season, and she’ll like-
ly be the No. 1 pick in the 
2023 WNBA Draft. 

The difference between 
Boston and Clark, both last 
season and this season, is 
that Boston plays for the 
No. 1 team in the nation. 
Voting for the national 
player of the year seems 
simple — the best player 
on the best team has to be 
it, right?

I think it’s more com-
plex than that.

The national player of 
the year shouldn’t be the 
best player on the best 
team. To be the No. 1 team 
in the nation, there needs 
to be multiple highly 

skilled players working in 
tandem.

The national player of 
the year should be the per-
son who’s had the most 
impact on her team.

This season (and argu-
ably last season), Clark 
is the player who’s had 
the most impact on their 
team. In 2022-23, she is 
second in the nation with 
27.4 points per game and 
first with 8.3 assists. Along 
with 7.6 rebounds per 
game, the junior is nearly 
averaging a triple-double 
throughout a grueling Big 
Ten season.

“I think it's the best 
player in the United 
States,” Bluder said on 
her national player of the 
year criteria. “That's what 
I think she is. I think she 

is the national player of 
the year. When you look 
at what she does and com-
pare that to what other 
people can do, nobody can 
do what she can do, no-
body in the country.”

Now, there’s arguments 
to be made this season 
for Boston, who is av-
eraging 13.4 points and 
9.9 rebounds per game; 
LSU’s Angel Reese, who 
is averaging a staggering 
15.3 rebounds per game; 
and Indiana’s Mackenzie 
Holmes, who averages 22.5 
points and 7.5 rebounds 
per game.

But there’s a difference 
between those three front-
court players and Clark: 
Their job is to bring down 
rebounds. Clark excels in 
rebounding when her job 

as a point guard is to bring 
the ball up the court. Tech-
nically, she’s not allowed 
to crash the boards for of-
fensive rebounds.

Bluder described com-
paring Clark, a guard, to a 
post player or forward as 
“apples to oranges.”

“There are two totally 
different positions,” Blud-
er said. “And that's why 
it's kind of nice we have 
the Nancy Lieberman 
Award and the Ann Mey-
ers Drysdale award and the 
Lisa Leslie Award.”

Apples to oranges aside, 
Clark is by far the most im-
pactful player in women’s 
college basketball. And she 
deserves an award that will 
show that impact.

chloe-peterson@uiowa.edu

runner-up at the Big Ten 
tournament. This is large-
ly because the selection 
committee emphasizes 
RPI when deciding region-
al-worthy teams — which I 
think is flawed, but that’s 
for another story. 

The Hawkeyes are re-
turning several key pitch-
ers this season, including 
2022 Big Ten Freshman of 
the Year Keaton Anthony, 
Baseball America Presea-
son Third-Team All-Amer-
ican Brody Brecht, and 
Perfect Game Preseason 

Big Ten Pitcher of the Year 
Ty Langenberg. 

The Hawkeyes have 
some decent experience 
on the mound, but with 
the departure of pitchers 
Dylan Nedved and Adam 
Mazur, others will need to 
step up. 

Iowa also returns a few 
offensive assets in 2023 
— Anthony, shortstop Mi-
chael Seegers, and utility 
player Sam Petersen. An-
thony led the Hawkeyes 
last season, hitting .361 
with 14 home runs. See-
gers batted .286 with 31 
RBIs, and Petersen hit .264 
with 33 RBIs and six home 
runs.

A few detrimental loss-
es throughout the season 
— which the Hawkeyes 
have had in recent years 
— are exactly what Iowa 
needs to avoid if it wants 
to hear its name called 
on selection day. If the 
Hawkeyes can avoid hic-
cups against teams with 
low RPI that they abso-
lutely should beat — like 
Illinois State, Southern 
University, South Dakota 
State, and University of 
Illinois-Chicago, to name 
a few — Iowa’s chances of 
making regionals look fa-
vorable. 

mckenna-roering@uiowa.edu

2022.
Williams was drafted in 

the seventh round by the 
Toronto Blue Jays, and 
Beutel signed with the 
Chicago White Sox as an 
undrafted free agent. 

Last season, Iowa boast-
ed an RPI of 61 at the end 
of the season. While they 
had a decent RPI, the 

Hawkeyes struggled with 
the overall strength of 
schedule, having the 107th 
hardest schedule in Divi-
sion I baseball. 

While Iowa did schedule 
tough individual games 
against LSU and Sam 
Houston State, along with 
a weekend series against 
Texas Tech, this season, I 
don’t see the Hawkeyes’ 
overall strength of sched-
ule improving measurably 
from last season.

Games against South 
Dakota State and Western 
Illinois, teams in the high 
200s in last season's RPI, 
won’t help the resume, and 
a loss to any of these teams 
would prove catastrophic. 

While I believe the 
Hawkeyes will have a solid 
season competing in the 
Big Ten, I don’t see them 
going anywhere further 
than that. 

jake-olson@uiowa.edu

Lillie Hawker/The Daily Iowan
Iowa junior Linda Zivat attempts to complete the vault during the Iowa gymnastics meet against Texas Women’s University at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Jan. 
14. The Iowa Hawkeyes defeated Texas Women’s Pioneers, 196.125 - 189.300. Zivat scored 9.825 during her run on the vault.

Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark celebrates during a basketball game between No. 5 Iowa and Rutgers at Carver Hawkeye 
Arena in Iowa City on Sunday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Scarlet Knights, 111-57.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

STAT OF THE DAY

— Number of bonus point wins in 13 
bouts for Iowa men’s wrestler Spencer 
Lee.

“It's not always a bowl of 
cherries.”

— Iowa men’s basketball head 
coach Fran McCaffery on coaching 
his sons Connor and Patrick.
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Caitlin Clark named to Dawn 
Staley Award watchlist

Two-time Dawn Staley Award win-
ner Caitlin Clark has been named to 
the award’s late season watchlist, it 
was announced Monday. 

The Iowa women’s basketball ju-
nior won the award, 
which is given to 
the best collegiate 
guard in the country, 
in both her freshman 
and sophomore 
seasons. The hon-
or is named after 

three-time Olympic gold medalist and 
current South Carolina women’s bas-
ketball head coach Dawn Staley.

Clark is averaging 27.4 points, 7.6 
rebounds, and 8.3 assists per game 
this season. She’s recorded three 
triple-doubles this season, including 
one against then-No. 2 Ohio State.

Iowa women’s basketball dropped 
two spots to No. 7 in the AP Poll on 
Monday after splitting games against 
No. 2 Indiana and Rutgers last week.

The Hawkeyes are 20-5 overall and 
12-2 in the Big Ten with four games re-
maining in the regular season.

Keegan Murray, Luka Garza 
record career highs in 
scoring in NBA

Former Iowa men’s basketball 
teammates Keegan Murray and Luka 
Garza secured career highs in scoring 
in their NBA action this week.

Murray, a forward for the Sacra-
mento Kings, exploded for 30 points 
in a 140-120 win over the Houston 
Rockets on Feb. 6, leading the team in 
scoring. Garza put up 25 points of his 
own in a 143-118 win over the Utah Jazz 
two days later.

After shooting a combined 2-of-21 
from the field in his last three games, 
Murray went 11-for-17 from the field 
and 8-for-12 from three in 33 minutes. 
The fourth overall pick in the 2022 NBA 
Draft added six rebounds, two steals, 
and an assist. 

On Feb. 10, the Kings lost to the 
Dallas Mavericks, 122-114, although 

Murray continued 
scoring in double 
digits and had a 
strong defensive 
effort in the back-
court. Murray scored 
16 points on 6-for-10 
shooting from the 

field and 4-for-5 from three. He added 
two blocks.

The Kings faced the Mavericks 
again on Feb. 11, this time capturing 
an overtime win, 133-128. In 28 min-
utes, Murray had five points on 1-for-5 
from the field — all the shots coming 
from three — but went 2-for-2 from 
the free-throw line. He contributed 
six rebounds, three assists, and a 
steal.

After this week’s games, Mur-
ray is now averaging 12 points 
per game, and the Kings remain 
third in the Western Conference 
one week before the All-Star 
Weekend.

Garza also found his footing this 
week.

Despite a loss to the Denver 
Nuggets, 146-112, on Feb. 7, Garza led 

the team in scoring 
with 19 points and 9 
rebounds in 21 min-
utes off the bench. 
He shot 6-for-12 
from the field, in-
cluding 7-for-8 from 

the free-throw line. He added nine 
rebounds and two assists.

Garza’s career-high came in just 
24 minutes on Feb. 8 in a win against 
the Utah Jazz, 143-118. He shot 9-for-
13 from the field, 4-for-5 from three, 
and 3-for-3 from the charity stripe. 
He added three rebounds and three 
assists.

Zivat finds support at Iowa
The GymHawks accepted the Michigan State transfer into their community,

instantly making her feel welcome. 

Jami Martin-Trainor
Assistant Digital Editor

With serious injuries 
plaguing her for two years 
and complications asso-
ciated with the COVID-19 
pandemic, the beginning 
of Linda Zivat’s college 
gymnastics career was 
less than ideal.

So, when Zivat trans-
ferred to Iowa from Mich-
igan State for her junior 
year, one of the first 
things she noted about 
the Hawkeyes was the 
culture difference in the 
gym.

“Coming off an injury, 
I struggled a lot starting 
up my gymnastics again,” 
Zivat said. “Every day, 
there were little victo-
ries, just seeing how gen-
uinely excited my friends 
were and my teammates 
were.”

In her first visit to cam-
pus, Zivat said head coach 
Larissa Libby was inten-
tional in forming a con-
nection with both her and 
her mother. Zivat also 
noticed the way the team 
immediately tried to chat 
with her. 

“The girls came up and 
were excited to meet me 

and talk to me and get 
to know me. It was very 
genuine,” Zivat said. “You 
could just tell that the 
culture of the program is 
there.”

Now, two years after 

joining the Hawkeyes, 
Zivat has flourished. On 
Feb. 1, Zivat was named 
the Big Ten Tri-Event 
Specialist of the Week. Zi-
vat said the accomplish-
ment made it feel like her 

work paid off.
Libby said transfers are 

not typical for the Iowa 
women’s gymnastics 
team. The current roster 
only has two transfers, 
and Zivat was the only 

transfer her first year on 
the team.

Libby said the transfer 
process is gross in the 
way that coaches must 

Chloe Peterson
Sports Editor

Head coach Lisa Blud-
er’s mind was made up 
after junior guard Caitlin 
Clark’s performance in Io-
wa’s 96-82 victory agaisnt 
Maryland on Feb. 2.

Clark, a national play-
er of the year candidate, 
dropped 42 points, eight 
assists, and seven re-
bounds against what was 
the No. 8 team in the 
country that night.

“I don't know how you 
cannot say that Caitlin 
Clark is not the national 
player of the year,” Blud-
er said postgame. “I don't 
know how you can say that 
she is not. She was unbe-
lievable.”

Obviously, Bluder is bi-
ased toward her own play-
er, but Clark has an almost 

impenetrable case to be-
come the national player 
of the year.

The key word here: al-
most.

Last March, I wrote a 
column that will end up 
sounding very similar to 
this one: Caitlin Clark 
should be the national 
player of the year.

She didn’t end up win-
ning the national award 
in the 2021-22 season. She 
was nominated for all four 
major national honors — 
the Wooden, Naismith, 
and USBWA Awards and 
the Wade Trophy — but 
fell short in all of them.

I’ll say this again: My 
opinion isn’t a homer take 
as a University of Iowa stu-
dent. Clark was arguably 
the most impactful player 

The 2022 season ended with 
more frustration than satisfac-
tion for head coach Rick Heller 
and the Iowa baseball team, as the 
Hawkeyes were left out of the 64-
team NCAA regionals.

Heller’s bunch went 36-19 over-
all last season, falling in the Big 
Ten Tournament semifinal game 
to the Michigan Wolverines, 13-1. 
I think the 2023 season, however, 
will have a different ending for the 
Black and Gold. 

The Hawkeyes last made region-
als in 2017 with an automatic bid 
after winning their first Big Ten 
Tournament title over Northwest-
ern, 13-4 — which put them at 38-
20 on the season.

To make a regional this year, 
Iowa probably needs to hit at least 
40 wins and have a Big Ten Tour-
nament run similar to 2017, as the 
selection committee rarely gives 
consideration to Big Ten squads 
that finish outside of the top two 
or three in the conference. 

We saw this happen last season 
when the committee snubbed Rut-
gers, despite the Scarlet Knights 
going 44-15 overall and placing Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan

Iowa pitcher Nick Gottilla throws the ball during the Iowa men’s baseball media day at Duane 
Banks Baseball Stadium in Iowa City on Feb. 8. With many new players on the field, head 
coach Rick Heller has his sights on Omaha.

Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark celebrates during a basketball game between No. 5 Iowa and Rutgers at Carver Hawkeye 
Arena in Iowa City on Feb. 12. The Hawkeyes defeated the Scarlet Knights, 111-57. 

Lillie Hawker/The Daily Iowan
Iowa gymnast Linda Zivat hugs teammate Kareena McSweeny in celebration after her bar routine during a gymnastics meet between Iowa and Minne-
sota in Iowa City on Jan. 27.
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The women’s basketball national player of the year honor has multiple factors, but it should come 
down to the best player in the country — and Caitlin Clark is that player.

The complexities of the NPOY award

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

COLUMN

Will Iowa baseball make NCAA regionals?
Two DI staffers debate the legitimacy of the Hawkeyes’ being one of the 64 teams called 

on selection day.

Yes No
The Iowa baseball team has 

hopes of returning to the NCAA 
tournament again under the 
watch of head coach Rick Heller. 
While I believe the Hawkeyes will 
have a successful season in the 
Big Ten this year, I don’t think 
they will do enough to earn their 
first NCAA regionals appearance 
since 2017. 

Last season, Iowa recorded 36 
wins — good for eighth all-time 
in program history — and finished 
second in the Big Ten regular sea-
son standings, going 17-7 in con-
ference play.

The Hawkeyes have lost a lot of 
talent from last year's squad. 

Former Big Ten Pitcher of the 
Year Adam Mazur was taken in 
the second round of the 2022 MLB 
Draft by the San Diego Padres. 
First baseman Peyton Williams 
and closer Ben Beutel also made 
the jump to professional ball. 
Williams had a .335 batting av-
erage for Iowa last season,  while 
cranking 13 home runs for the 
Hawkeyes. Beutel posted a 1.47 
earned run average while earn-
ing four saves and a 3-0 record in 

Jake Olson
Sports Reporter

Kenna Roering
Sports Reporter
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Downtown District’s Winter Night 
Lights dazzle IC

Throughout February, Iowa City can enjoy the Iowa 
City Downtown District’s self-guided Winter Night 
Lights experience in the Pedestrian Mall, which 
features interactive lights and giant inflated rabbits.
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BOOKS MATTER: SCHOLARS IN CONVERSATION
An interdisciplinary conversation at the University of Iowa Stanley Museum 
of Art featuring three UI community-engaged scholars. A Q&A will follow the 
remarks.  
5 P.M. | STANLEY MUSEUM OF ART  
160 W. BURLINGTON ST.   

PORTRAIT OF A LADY ON FIRE
Join FilmScene at the Chauncey for a screening of Céline Sciamma’s 2019 film 
“Portrait of a Lady on Fire.” 
7 P.M. | FILMSCENE AT THE CHAUNCEY  
404 E. COLLEGE ST.

GREG BROWN RETIREMENT SHOW
Greg Brown is a legendary Iowan folk musician with a nearly 50-year-long 
career. He will play his last two official concerts at the Englert.  
7:30 P.M. | THE ENGLERT THEATRE 
221 E. WASHINGTON ST. 

JOK-E-OKE
Comedy open mic followed by karaoke. Sign up before 9:30 p.m.  
9:30  P.M. | JOYSTICK COMEDY BAR & ARCADE 
13 S. LINN ST.

THU
FEB 16

FRI
FEB 17
‘THE FANTASTICKS’
“The Fantasticks” is a funny and romantic musical about a boy, a girl, and 
their two fathers who try to keep them apart. The musical will be presented 
by Willow Creek Theatre Company. 
7 P.M. | WILLOW CREEK THEATRE COMPANY
327 S. GILBERT ST. 

AMERICAN DREAMS WITH THE HARLEM QUARTET
The Harlem Quartet is the featured group performing Michael Abels’ Delights 
& Dances, a work that incorporates a fusion of jazz, blues, bluegrass, and 
Latin dance.  
7:30 P.M. | CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
1301 5TH ST. 

SAM LOCKE WARD
Sam Locke Ward Record Release Party for “Happy Hearts,” which is his new 
LP with Jad Fair on Kill Rock Stars.    
9 P.M. | GABE’S
330 E. WASHINGTON ST.  

‘COME WITH ME MY LOVE’
Join FilmScene at the Chauncey for a screening of Doris Wishman’s 1976 film 
“Come With Me My Love.”   
10 P.M. | FILMSCENE AT THE CHAUNCEY 
404 E. COLLEGE ST.  

SAT
FEB 18
BODY PARTS
This class will work on technique and drawing all the body parts from 
different positions. The goal will be to understand how it all comes together 
and be able to draw it with more accuracy.    
10 A.M. | THE ARTIFACTORY 
120 N. DUBUQUE ST. 

PROJECTION MAPPING WITH ISADORA
A workshop on using projection-mapping software Isadora to learn how 
to take any visual media and map it completely inside small objects, large 
objects, weird objects, portions of objects, multiple objects, and more.  
3 P.M. | PUBLIC SPACE ONE CLOSE HOUSE 
538 S. GILBERT ST.

‘THE FANTASTICKS’
“The Fantasticks” is a funny and romantic musical about a boy, a girl, and 
their two fathers who try to keep them apart. The musical will be presented 
by Willow Creek Theatre Company.   
7 P.M. | WILLOW CREEK THEATRE COMPANY 
327 S. GILBERT ST.

‘THUNDER ROAD’
Join FilmScene at the Chauncey for a screening of Jim Cumming’s 2018 film 
“Thunder Road.”   
10 P.M. | FILMSCENE AT THE CHAUNCEY
404 E. COLLEGE ST.  

SUN
FEB 19
TRIO LESS TRAVELED: RED CEDAR CHAMBER MUSIC
Red Cedar Chamber Music’s directors and core ensemble, violinist Miera Kim 
and cellist Carey Bostian are joined by violinist Amos Fayette for a program 
of music for two violins and cello.   
3 P.M. | THE ENGLERT THEATRE 
221 E. WASHINGTON ST. 

WRITE AT THE STANLEY WITH DK NNURO
Held monthly to generate new creative writing inspired by works in the 
Stanley collection. Each session is led by a different writer from the area, 
offering a new prompt and a new approach to ekphrastic writing.  
3 P.M. | STANLEY MUSEUM OF ART
160 W. BURLINGTON ST.

IHEARIC: MARS HOJILLA, DROPBEAR, RACHEL SAINT, 
ROBYN GROTH
The free local concert series is back — Dancehall upstairs at Close House, 
free admission. 
7:30 P.M. | PUBLIC SPACE ONE CLOSE HOUSE 
538 S. GILBERT ST. 

SUNDAY FUNNIES OPEN MIC
An open mic comedy hour at Joystick every Sunday. 
9:30 P.M. | JOYSTICK COMEDY BAR & ARCADE  
13 S. LINN ST. 

DK Nnuro
As curator of special projects at the Stanley 
Museum of Art, DK Nnuro’s work and writing 

largely focus on African American identity and the 
strength of family. 

Stella Shipman
Arts Reporter

Derek Nnuro, or DK Nnuro, is a Ghanaian writer and  
graduate of Johns Hopkins University and the Iowa 
Writers’ Workshop. He is the curator of special pro-
jects at the Stanley Museum of Art and an adjunct 
assistant professor at the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences. On Feb. 7, he published his first novel, 
“What Napoleon Could Not Do.”

The Daily Iowan: According to Stanley Reads, 
objects in the homecoming exhibition are 
connected to themes in your book. Could you 
explain those connections?

DK Nnuro: For a long time, we have been known 
as the premier academic institution for African art. 
I started here as the associate writer, and now my 
role is as curator of special projects. But the primary 
reason why I really wanted to work here was that 
this is an institution that has been at the forefront 
of African art in the U.S. The first Ph.D. in African art 
was given here at the University of Iowa. So, the Uni-
versity of Iowa writ large, but the Stanley Museum 
more specifically, has really been at the forefront 
of African art. And as a result of that, we have a lot 
of holdings in African art and a lot of works from 
Ghana. I identify as Ashanti and, in fact, we have a 
lot of kente in our collection. Kente is a woven fabric. 

N o w , 
I have 
all kinds 
of connections 
to kente. Not only is 
there a character in my novel who wears kente to 
a wedding, but my father is actually from Bonwire, 
which is where kente originated. So, kente’s in my 
blood. And our collection has some fabulous kente 
pieces, and we have some up now. We have one 
kente piece up now. So, specifically, that’s one ex-
ample of works in our collection that directly con-
nects to my novel.

DI: In the process of writing and publishing your 
first novel, is there anything that you have dis-
covered about yourself as a writer or about your 
artistic process? 

Nnuro: I don’t know if I can really divorce who I am 
from my being a writer. Despite me writing under 
a pen name, I still don’t know if I can divorce who 
I am from my being a writer. I say this because 
of the answer I’m going to give you. What I’ve 
learned hasn’t necessarily informed my artistic 
output, but it has actually confronted me with, in 
fact, who I really am. It turns out that I’m quite the 
control freak. Once the novel leaves your hands, 
once the publisher buys it, you really are giving up 
control. You are giving up marketing control. You 

are giving up publicity control. Of course, it’s 
going to be informed. All of marketing and 

all of publicity are going to be informed 
by the work, and it’s going to be in-

formed about how you talk about 
the work. There is an element of 
when things come out and how 
they come out that, and I think I 
am used to that control because 
of my administrative role here at 

the University of Iowa. Because I’m 
the curator of special projects, I’m 

at the helm of a lot of projects, and 
that includes all kinds of control. 

During the writing process, everything 
was under my control. The characters died 

when I wanted them to die. The characters 
laughed when I wanted them to laugh. So, inter-
estingly, I have been the master of my own destiny 
for a very long time, particularly because I spent 
four years on this novel really solely focused on it. 
  
DI: If you could meet one of your characters in 
real life, who would it be and what would you 
say to them?

Nnuro: I think I’ve met some semblance of each 
of them in real life. So, I’m trying to think of one 
character. Well, there is a character named Post-
woman in the novel. She is of Ghanaian descent. 
She’s a Ghanaian woman. She’s a very strong 
woman. To not give you any spoilers, I’ll just say 
she’s a very, very, very strong woman. But part 
of her strength comes from her long walk with 
heartbreak. So, I think if I met Postwoman, I’d give 
her the biggest hug ever. I really do. I think I would 
give Postwoman the biggest hug ever. Because 
she’s so strong and I’m just like, man, you know, 
it’s good to be strong. She needs to be strong. But 
sometimes, maybe all Postwoman needs is a big 
ol’ hug.

stella-shipman@uiowa.edu 

‘The Fantasticks’ spins 
romantic comedy VALENTINE’S DAY FAVES:  

SONGS TO ENJOY DURING THE HOLIDAY OF LOVE 

CHEEK TO CHEEK  | Fred Astaire  
ALINE | Christophe  

A MAN WITHOUT LOVE  | Engelbert Humperdinck  
AIN’T NO WAY  | Aretha Franklin  

LA VIE EN ROSE  | Édith Piaf 

     REVIEW

Willow Creek Theatre Company presented “The Fantasticks,” the 
world’s longest-running musical, on Feb. 10. 

Stella Shipman
Arts Reporter

The small theater on Gilbert Street 
echoed with laughter on Feb. 10 as 
audiences settled in for a romantic 
comedy of epic proportions in the 
Willow Creek Theatre Company’s 
presentation of “The Fantasticks.”

The production is the world’s 
longest-running musical, having held 
17,162 performances over 42 years. It 
closed its off-Broadway run in 2002 
at the Sullivan Street Playhouse in 
Greenwich Village. 

The musical focuses on two fa-
thers who pretend to feud to set up 
their children Luisa and Matt. When 
the plan appears to be successful, 
the families must navigate their real 
feelings toward one another.

The musical began by introducing 
the characters, each of whom filled 
analogical roles typical of romantic 
comedies. Luisa, played by Katelyn 
Halverson, is a 16-year-old girl filled 
with romantic notions of love and the 
world around her. All she wants is a 
fairytale life and a happy ending. 

The Boy, Matt, played by Rishi 
Wagle, is a young man curious about 

the world who seeks adventure. 
He lives in the house next to 

Luisa’s, and the pair fall 
in love over the wall built 

between their homes.
The Girl’s Father and the 

Boy’s Father, Hucklebee and Bello-
my — played by Marty Reichert and 
Bryan Lawler, respectively — wanted 
their children to marry so they could 
become in-laws and tear down the 
wall between them to join gardens. 

Hucklebee and Bellomy knew that 
their children would never fall in love 
without drama, intrigue, and disobe-
dience. So, the fathers pretended to 
feud so their children would fall in 
love as an act of rebellion. 

They enlisted the help of the 
bandit El Gallo and his accomplices 
— the Actor named Henry and The 
Man Who Dies named Mortimer — 
to stage an abduction of Luisa. Matt 
would then save her, ending the fake 
feud between the families once and 
for all. 

Henry, played by actor and musi-
cal director Josh Sazon, and Mortim-
er, played by Josh Crawford, were a 
hilarious duo that had the audience 

doubling over with laughter.
Spinning a playfully satirical 

twist on a romantic comedy, the 
show defies the expectations of a 
happy ending and introduces an in-
nocent love story to brutal reality. It 
is an uplifting story about the redis-
covery of love despite worldly pains 
and temptations and the resilience 
of hopeful wonder. 

The size of the space facilitated 
an intimate relationship between the 
audience and the actors on stage. 
Oftentimes, the audience became a 
part of the production themselves. 

El Gallo, played by Rich LeMay, 
acted as the audience’s narrator by 
informing them of how time passes 
throughout the show and by guiding 
them through the events of the play. 

Meanwhile, The Mute Woman, 
played by Melanie Chervek, spent 
most of her time onstage as a hover-
ing presence engaging with the other 
characters in essential yet subtle 
ways. She provided props for certain 
scenes and aided El Gallo in his ab-
duction mission. Without dialogue, 
her expressive choreography spoke 
volumes. 

Equally impressive was the mu-
sic of the show. The songs sprinkled 
throughout the two acts were often 
joyful and humorous, while others 
evoked a sense of deep reflection and 
nostalgia. 

One song in particular, “Round and 
Round,” remarked on the chaos of the 
world and how easily it can blind peo-
ple to significant issues in society. 

Though every singing actor show-
cased vocal talent, Halverson and 
Wagle especially shined. Their voices 
blended in superb harmonies, bal-
ancing Wagle’s lower tones with Hal-
verson’s soprano. Luisa was a charac-
ter insistent on being a princess, and 
Halverson certainly allowed her to 
sound like one. 

The soundtrack of the show 
emphasized the musical’s whimsi-
cality by punctuating scenes with 
funny trills and other sound effects. 
It helped create an atmosphere of 
light-hearted romance and comedy. 

With a satisfying conclusion 
that will give you warm fuzzies, 
“The Fantasticks” was a vibrant and 
happy escape that left audiences 
smiling from ear to ear. 

stella-shipman@uiowa.edu

     REVIEW

‘Your Place or Mine’ lacks 
vital chemistry

Netflix’s latest original rom-com stars Ashton Kutcher and Reese 
Witherspoon. Although “Your Place or Mine” has a cute premise, the 

two stars don’t deliver. 

Parker Jones
Arts Editor

Although he may have once 
been a fellow Hawkeye, Ashton 
Kutcher’s acting abilities have 
seen better days — or perhaps just 
better film writing. 

Netflix’s latest celebrity-strewn 
original stars Kutcher and Reese 
Witherspoon in the rom-com “Your 
Place or Mine,” which was released 
on the streaming platform on Feb. 
10. It tells the story of two best 
friends, Debbie and Peter, who 
live opposite lives. Debbie, played 
by Reese Witherspoon, lives as a 
frantic single mom in Los Angeles 
with her son while Peter, played 

by Kutcher, lives it up as a writer 
and business mogul in New York 
City. When they swap houses for 
one tumultuous but impactful 
week, they find that embracing 
change might be the key to the 
future of their 20-year relationship. 

The film opens with a fade-in 
of the LA skyline set to the groovy 
beat of Gwen Stefani’s “The Sweet 
Escape.” We’re introduced to main 
characters Debbie and Peter, both 
clad in painfully early-2000s out-
fits, in the midst of a one-night-
stand. Off the bat, the dialogue 
was awkward, and the editing was 
strangely off-kilter and juvenile. 

Cut to 20 years later with an 
unceremonious transition to pres-
ent day, where Debbie and Peter 
remain best friends despite their 
fleeting romance ending decades 
prior. Aside from the obvious expo-
sition dump that resulted from the 
split-screen Facetime call between 
the two, we are also introduced to 
Debbie’s son, Jack, a teenager with 
a long list of allergies and an atti-
tude.  

 Although Jack, played by child 
actor Wesley Kimmel, wasn’t a bad 
presence, he mostly served as a 
sounding board for Peter to  slowly 
realize his feelings for Debbie. So 
slowly, in fact, that almost nothing 
happens to further the plot for an 
uncomfortably large portion of the 
film. 

If any of the jokes landed be-
tween the two main characters 
— or even from any of the one-di-
mensional side characters — the 
film would have been substantially 

more entertaining. The failed humor 
continues to confound me because 
the director, Aline Brosh McKenna, 
is responsible for writing legitimate 
comedies like “The Devil Wears 
Prada” and the heart-wrencher “We 
Bought a Zoo.” 

The only remotely funny char-
acter was Debbie’s gardener Zen, 
played by Steve Zahn. Perhaps 
it’s only because I was fond of his 
ridiculous character in “The White 
Lotus,” but Zahn brought refreshing 
moments of awkward comedy that 
worked when he was on screen. 

Debbie travels to New York for 
a class, which is really just an ex-
cuse for her to have a “small town 
girl moving to the big city” moment 
— despite living in LA. During her 
travels, Debbie meets the eccentric 
Minka, one of Peter’s ex-girlfriends, 
played by Zoe Chao. She also meets 
down-to-earth Theo, a book pub-
lisher played by Jesse Williams. At 
the advice of Minka, Debbie begins 
a romance with Theo to get Peter’s 
secret manuscript published. 

Meanwhile, Peter is learning 
the ins-and-outs of parenting with 
Jack in LA with the help of one of 
Debbie’s friends, Alicia, played by 
comedian Tig Notaro. While the 
plot in New York is somewhat in-
teresting, albeit cliche, I couldn’t 
stand the side of the story in LA. 
This is due in part to Kutcher’s 
acting. 

This is Kutcher’s first rom-com 
role in more than 12 years — the 
last film of the genre he starred 
in was “No Strings Attached” in 
2011. Although I’m not familiar with 
much of the media he has been in, 
it ’s clear he hasn’t left behind the 
deadpan deliveries he used on 
“That 70s Show.” While it may have 
worked on the sitcom soundstage, 
Kutcher’s performance in “Your 
Place or Mine” was nothing short 
of awkward and abysmal.     

At the end of the film, the two 
main characters get together in 
another cliche last-minute airport 
love confession that exemplifies 
the lack of chemistry between 
Witherspoon and Kutcher. If you 
are aching to see a film or TV show 
with these two actors, I’d recom-
mend sticking to their classics. 

 

stella-shipman@uiowa.edu
Grace Kreber/The Daily Iowan

Willow Creek Theater is seen on March 9, 2022.   
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 1 Crooked, as a painting on the wall
 6 Nine-digit ID
 9 How revenge (or pizza for breakfast) is best 
 served
13 Steeple
14 Noshed
15 Corporate rule or regulation
16 Concept that can’t be criticized or questioned, 
 metaphorically
18 Tennis’s Agassi
19 Torah holders
20 Bigeye or yellowfin tuna, at a sushi bar
21 Feel great sorrow
22 Shout made with a fist pump
23 Seafood often served with picks
25 Dab, as with a paper towel
27 Chicago trains
28 Not showy

30 Language spoken in Bangkok
32 Ballet dancer’s knee bend
36 Pre-employment investigation
39 “A guy walks into a bar …” may start one
40 Caesar’s words to Brutus
41 Music Mann?
42 Shoofly ___ 
43 Norway’s biggest city
44 Cocktail named for two iconic beverage brands
50 Catch forty winks
53 Changes, as a hemline
54 22-Across, in French
55 Regarding
56 Latin for “in itself”
57 Behaved in a laid-back way
59 Connections for car wheels
60 Author Edgar Allan ___
61 In an unusual way

62 Army’s football rival
63 Mr. Potato Head piece
64 Sell illegally, as tickets

 1 Test for purity
 2 What a diagonal line represents on a bowling
  scoresheet
 3 Relaxes
 4 Commits a fumble
 5 Small, to a Scot
 6 Borat creator ___ Baron Cohen
 7 Showing no emotion
 8 Either “N” in �NY, NY
 9 Jaded doubter
10 More ancient
11 Stage in a butterfly’s development
12 Socially inept sort
15 Poets of yore
17 It’s tossed toward a bull’s-eye
21 Frozen
23 Viet ___ (armed force of the 1960s-’70s)
24 Reeves of the “Matrix” films
26 Thumbs-up on Facebook
28 Gooey lunchbox sandwich, informally
29 Language spoken in Vientiane
30 Schlepped
31 Primitive dwelling
32 TV’s Dr. ___
33 San Pellegrino offering
34 “Rocks” that clink in a drink
35 ___ out a living
37 Rider’s handful
38 Assignment for a lawyer
42 Removes skin from
43 “The Grapes of Wrath” figure
44 Mount Fuji’s locale
45 Amazon “assistant”
46 PC command to paste
47 Ken who wrote “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
  Nest”
48 Hot drink with marshmallows
49 Word before space or limits
51 Coral islet chain
52 Coral reef producer
55 “Highway to Hell” rock group … or a hint to 
 electrical switches found in 16-, 23-, 36-, 44-
 and 57-Across
57 Gorilla, e.g.
58 Uno + uno
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Across

Down

Stella Shipman
Arts Reporter

While strolling through 
the Pedestrian Mall, it’s 
hard not to notice that 
Iowa City has become 
home to a host of six new 
inhabitants. Rabbits as 
tall as 40 feet have nes-
tled in close to buildings 
and benches and appear 
simultaneously cute and 
imposing. These lumi-
nescent creatures are one 
of many new downtown 
light experiences. 

Throughout Febru-
ary, Iowa City’s Ped Mall 
will be filled with bril-
liant light installments 
to brighten this winter’s 
chilly evenings as part of 
the Iowa City Downtown 
District’s Winter Night 
Lights.

The Winter Night 
Lights program is a 
multi-faceted, self-guid-
ed experience. It features 
light installations from 
different artists and com-
panies. The city is also 
arranging a silent disco 
event every Friday night 
on the Ped Mall, which 
previously proved popular 
in the summer.

The staff of the Iowa 
City Downtown District 
implemented the Win-
ter Night Lights program 
to encourage economic 
activity during the cold 
season. The district has 
encouraged people to 
go downtown, especially 
since COVID-19.

“I think, first and fore-
most, that [the Winter 
Night Lights] gives anoth-
er reason to come down-
town and see these kinds 
of interesting installa-
tions,” Nancy Bird, Iowa 
City Downtown District 
executive director, said.  

One light installment 
is the internationally re-
nowned “Intrude” exhib-
it by Amanda Parer. The 
exhibit has been featured 
in Shimokita, Japan and 
Madrid, Spain. Parer is 
an Australian artist who 
focuses on painting and 
sculpting. Her work typ-
ically explores themes 
of interaction between 
humans and the natural 
world. 

This particular exhib-
it recognizes the impact 
of rabbits on the natural 
environment. European 
rabbits were introduced 
to North America with the 
arrival of white settlers 
about 200 years ago. Their 
presence has since dis-
mantled portions of near-
ly every ecosystem on the 
continent. 

Today, rabbits are com-
monly seen in nature, and 
some people even keep 
rabbits as household pets. 
Parer’s exhibit reflects 
both the cuteness and the 
intrusive status of these 
creatures. 

Six white blow-up rab-
bits were installed inter-
mittently around the Ped 
Mall, each composed of 
light and air. They lounge 
in various positions — 
some lying down, some 
sitting, and one even play-
fully rocking back with its 
feet up. Their comfortable 
placement emphasizes 
how they overtook the 
area. 

Each rabbit has its own 
name, and people can 
learn more about the rab-
bits and the exhibition by 
scanning the QR codes on 
the signs beside them.

Parer worked with en-
gineers and electricians 
to create the massive 
sculptures from digital-

ly scanned models run 
through a computer pro-
gram. 

Though its composition 
is foundationally simple, 
the artistic essence of the 
exhibition is in its layered 
meanings. Just as much as 
the rabbits draw people 
in, they take up an inor-
dinate amount of space in 
an otherwise open envi-
ronment. This is reminis-
cent of how the species 
originally dominated the 
land. 

No matter where the 
exhibition been installed, 
Parer has noticed that 
people have similar reac-
tions to the rabbits. 

“I’ve found that adults 

become children around 
them,” Parer said. “They 
really enter this sort of 
fantasy world, and that’s 
just beautiful. And, of 
course, children just au-
tomatically respond in 
that way, too. So, it’s nice 
to inject a bit of wonder 
in a given environment.”

The City of Iowa City 
reached out to Parer over 
the summer about install-
ing her “Invade” piece. 

Bird said the Winter 
Night Lights program was 
a great opportunity to 
appreciate Parer’s art as 
well as her environmental 
messages. 

2023 also happens to 
be the Year of the Rabbit 
in the Chinese Lunar Year 
calendar, further empha-
sizing the iconography of 
the rabbit.  

Another installation is 
a 120-foot light canopy. It 
is strung over the alleyway 
perpendicular to South 
Linn Street off the Ped 
Mall, which experiences 
regular foot traffic. The 
canopy is unique from the 
other installations because 
it will be a permanent fix-
ture. 

These lights, along with 
the interactive “Singing 
Trees” that have also been 
reinstalled in the Dubuque 
Street corridor, were a 
project purchased from 
Limbic Media. 

According to its web-
site, Limbic Media is a 
“trans-disciplinary team 
of artist-engineers with a 
passion for technology and 
the arts” that transforms 

public spaces with interac-
tive light experiences. 

The purchase of the light 
canopy was funded by the 
University of Iowa, which 
helped the Downtown Dis-
trict choose a project that 
would promote fun activ-
ities. The installation of 
the lights was an endeav-
or sponsored by Neumann 
Monson Architects and 
physically carried out by 
Martin Construction.

Installation required the 
consideration of several 
factors, including the age 
and infrastructure of the 
buildings the lights are 
hanging between and the 
permanency of the project. 

After consulting with 
several engineers, in-
cluding those from Lim-
bic Media, the lights 
were successfully hung 
with stainless steel cable 
and anchored to the ce-
ment and brick of differ-
ent buildings. They are 
now elegantly draped in 
strings of vibrant rain-
bow-colored lumines-
cence over the Ped Mall 
alleyway, beautifying the 
otherwise barren space.

The lights also interact 
with sound by syncing 
up to music to produce 
changes in the color and 
patterns of the lights. Ac-
cording to Limbic Media, 
activating an audio-reac-
tive mode will allow the 
lights to respond to any 
sounds in the environ-
ment or “dance” to cer-
tain songs. 

Andrew Martin of Mar-
tin Construction said the 

light canopy will be fun 
for people to engage with.

“Hopefully, they’ll be 
able to use it for all the 
various holidays, and I’m 
sure they’ll use it for the 
festivals and some of the 
art stuff,” Martin said. 
“I can’t imagine they 
won’t get involved with it 
somehow.”

The “Scribble Lights” 
by Iowa City-based artist 
Ali Hval have been a bril-
liant fixture of the Ped 
Mall since its installment 
in December 2022. It is 
composed of rope lights 
and zip ties and will re-
main on display during 
the winter to provide 
consistent brightness to 
the Ped Mall. 

Each light installment 
is a stunning work of art 
that anyone can appre-
ciate. The Winter Night 
Lights serve as a remind-
er that Iowa City is a com-
munity influenced by and 
focused on art in every 
form, and it encourag-
es residents to brave the 
cold and support local 
businesses.

“So, we’re trying to set 
the stage for others to 
come and enjoy [the Win-
ter Night Lights] and have 
fun,” Bird said. “Hope-
fully, you get a taste of 
downtown in the winter 
and what a nice place it is 
to be then and all the dif-
ferent shops and restau-
rants that you can stop 
in while you’re poking 
around.”

stella-shipman@uiowa.edu 

Emily Nyberg/The Daily Iowan
Inflatable rabbit sculptures are seen in the Iowa City Pedestrian Mall. Sculpture artist Amanda Parer’s “Intrude” rabbits are part of a month-long Winter 
Night Lights experience put on by the Iowa City Downtown District.

The Iowa City Pedestrian Mall will feature interactive lights and giant inflated rabbits during February.

Winter Night Lights dazzle Iowa City

Emily Nyberg/The Daily Iowan
Inflatable rabbit sculptures are seen in the Iowa City Pedestrian Mall. Sculpture artist Amanda Parer’s “Intrude” 
bunnies are part of a month long Winter Night Lights experience put on by the Iowa City Downtown District.
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The Kronos Quartet gives moving performance 
The group played at Hancher Auditorium on Saturday with narration by Nikky Finney and a choral performance by Tonality. 

Emma Gaughan
Arts Reporter 

Stories can be told 
in many ways. Through 
music, lights, colors, 
imagery, words, and more, 
stories come to life and 
create an unmatchable 
experience. 

All of these storytelling 
aspects came together 
during “At War With 
Ourselves — 400 Years of 
You.” The performance 
joined The Kronos 
Quartet with music by 
Michael Abels, text and 
narration by poet Nikky 
Finney, and the choral 
group Tonality conducted 
by Valerie Sainte-Agathe. 

The performance mixed 
choral song, spoken word, 
and instrumental music 
to capture the spirit of 
the story on Feb. 10 at 
Hancher Auditorium. 

“I really like that there 
are opportunities to 
see live music,” Cecilia 
Shearon, a music major 
at the University of Iowa, 
said. “The idea behind 
the performance is really 
interesting to have music 
and also the very famous 
poet. That was exciting to 
even just read about.” 

The song cycle revolved 
around a poem written by 
Finney, which is only a 
page long, and told the 
story of the experience of 
Black people throughout 
American history. The 
performance also touched 
on the history of racism 
in the U.S. Along with the 
text and music, lighting 
was used to emphasize 
the story and performer. 

Jackie Fuentes, a UI 
dance major, said she 
found the combination 
of spoken word and live 
music to be relevant to 
the fine arts community. 

The use of spoken 
word in this performance 
is a feature becoming 
more common in the 
music and dance worlds, 
Fuentes said, adding 

that it allows artists to 
create more immersive 
storytelling and artistic 
experiences.

Hancher is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary this 
year, which is something 
it has in common with 
The Kronos Quartet. This 
performance marks a 
special occasion for both 
organizations, and they 
wanted this performance 
to be something 
special in honor of the 
celebrations.   

“It’s such a great 
space,” Fuentes said 
about Hancher. “There’s 
not many accessible 
fine arts spaces at 
this capacity where 

people actually feel 
like there is community 
engagement.” 

Hancher has had a long 
relationship with The 
Kronos Quartet, which is 
composed of four string 
musicians: two on violin, 
one on viola, and one on 
cello. The collaboration 
between Finney, Hancher, 
and The Kronos Quartet 
is an impressive display 
of how the artists of today 
want to make music and 
art to tell stories and 
bring people together. 

The Kronos Quartet has 
also collaborated with 
worldwide composers 
such as Phillip Glass, 
Steve Reich, and Terry 

Riley.
The quartet has 

released over 70 
recordings, received 
more than 40 awards, 
and commissioned more 
than 1,000 works for its 
nonprofit organization 
Kronos Performing Arts 
Association. 

Additionally, the 
group has performed 
with noteable singers 
like Paul McCartney and 
David Bowie.

Maya St. Clair, who is 
in the music program 
at the UI, said she was 
excited to attend the 
performance. She said 
she likes learning from 
what other performers do 

so she can apply it to her 
own musical endeavors. 

“It’s cool to watch 
other performers do their 
thing,” St. Clair said. 

Hancher and the 
music programs at the 
UI made efforts to allow 
the community the 
opportunity to see the 
performance, including 
making announcements 
aimed at music students, 
Amanda Baker, a music 
student at the UI, said. 

The organizations 
want to inspire and 
educate as many 
students as possible 
through attending events 
involving the arts. 

Baker said she hopes 

to attend more events in 
the future — especially 
those involving music 
and stories. She said she 
enjoyed “At War With 
Ourselves — 400 Years of 
You,” and that she hopes 
to attend similar events 
in the future. 

“Getting information 
about when all the 
performances and stuff 
are is great,” Baker 
said. “You have all the 
opportunities to go to 
things.” 

Cecilia Shearon is a 
former staff member of the 
Daily Iowan.

emma-gaughan@uiowa.edu 

Junfu Han, Detroit Free Press
David Harrington, a member of the Kronos Quartet , performs during the premiere of ”A Thousand Thoughts” at Detroit Film Theatre in Detroit on April 12, 2019.

http://hancher.uiowa.edu
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