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I N S I D E

Kirkwood students finish BSN at UI
The new program will take place online and aims to increase the number of nurses with BSNs in Iowa.

UI students spread 
positivity through chalk 

Conduct 
violations 
decline
Students from Iowa’s 
public universities 
reported the decline to the 
state Board of Regents.
Grace Katzer
News Reporter 

Iowa’s three public universities re-
ported conduct violations and criminal 
offenses decreased over the past year at 
the state Board of Regents meeting on 
Sept. 14. 

At the meeting, student life represen-
tatives from the University of Iowa, Iowa 
State University, and the University of 
Northern Iowa agreed conduct numbers 
have gone down, partially crediting the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on 
student behavior.

Additionally, the regents’ Campus and 
Student Affairs Committee discussed 
student life at each university through 
student engagement strategies. The 
committee monitors and reviews cam-
pus safety and security reports for the 
regents.          

The UI Vice President for Student Life 
Sarah Hansen said the university’s con-
duct numbers have decreased signifi-
cantly in the last few years. 

“It might surprise you to learn that 
our conduct numbers are actually way 
down,” Hansen said. “We had many more 
issues with vandalism in the halls during 
lockdown periods where [students] were 
sort of cooped up.”

At the universities, criminal offenses 
have decreased significantly:

•  UI offenses went down 5 per-
cent, from 118 violations in 2018 
to 112 in 2020. 

•  UNI offenses went down 38 per-
cent, from 29 violations in 2018 to 
18 in 2020.

•  ISU offenses went down 43 per-
cent, from 47 offenses in 2018 to 
27 in 2020.

Being outside and in the community 
again brought out the best in students, 
Hansen said. 

“It’s really refreshing for our student 
leaders who are RAs who don’t have to 
constantly be addressing that aspect of 
student behavior,” she said.

Hansen said the UI has also seen few-

Sydney Libert
News Reporter

A recent partnership between 
Kirkwood Community College and the 
University of Iowa’s College of Nursing 
will allow registered nursing graduates 
from Kirkwood to seamlessly transfer to 
the college of Nursing to complete their 
Bachelor of Science in nursing.

The agreement, called RN to BSN 

3+1, permits students who finish the 
registered nursing program at Kirkwood 
to earn their BSN in a single year through 
the UI College of Nursing’s online RN-
BSN program. 

The eight-course program’s clinical 
location flexibility allows Kirkwood 
nursing students to work in their 
communities while completing their 
bachelor’s degrees. The program aims 
to enhance the care nurses can provide 

amid increasing national demand in the 
field.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, employment for registered 
nurses is expected to grow 6 percent from 
2021 to 2031. The increased demand for 
nurses, however, does not match the 
number of nurses entering the field. 

In a survey conducted by the American 
Nurses Foundation, 89 percent indicated 
that their organization is experiencing a 

staffing shortage.
Additionally, 52 percent of nurses 

surveyed intend to leave or considered 
leaving the nursing profession. When 
analyzed by age, 63 percent of nurses 
under the age of 35 said they intend to 
leave or are considering leaving, while 43 
percent of nurses 55 or older intend to 
leave or have considered leaving.
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Hawkeyes students chalked positive messages on T. Anne Cleary.

Contributed photo by Johana Leonard. 

Isabelle Foland
News Reporter

One University of Iowa class spread positivity 
to staff and students after drawing inspirational 
messages on the T. Anne Cleary walkway last 
week.

Passersby could read messages like “you 
belong here” and “embrace yourself” while 
crossing the walkway last week after students 
chalked the sidewalks. 

Students enrolled in “Performing Power/
Performing Protest,” a Department of Dance 
course taught by professor Danielle Russo, 
wrote the messages on Sept. 14. 

Russo is a visiting assistant professor at the 
UI and joined the dance department this fall. 
She previously taught at New York University’s 
Tisch School of the Arts and other New York-
based universities. 

In an email to The Daily Iowan, Russo wrote 
the overall goal of the “Performing Power/
Performing Protest” class is to study the 
different aspects of the art of performance and 
explore how people in history and people today 
use these aspects to become active agents of 
change within their communities.

The inspiration for the chalk messages came 
from the class’s discussions at the beginning of 

the course over how to define their own core 
values and beliefs. They also learned how to 
put power behind these beliefs in the form of 
protest and activism, Russo wrote.

After those conversations, the class created a 
collective written statement reflecting a shared 
core belief that resonated with the entire class.

“[Our goal is] to create a comfortably accessible 
safe space for UI students to better their mental 
health by creating authentic student-to-
student connections and consciously spreading 
positivity,” she wrote.

Once the class determined their core value, 
Russo wrote they worked together to enact this 
sentiment. 

The class decided to leave chalk drawings on 
T. Anne Cleary because of the walkway’s high 
foot traffic, she wrote.

“Overall, they had two classes to create and 
produce this work,” Russo wrote. “Although 
brief, this quick timetable is a very realistic 
representation of what it can be like for activists 
and community organizers to mobilize, create, 
and produce public work and events.”

The class will do another project like the chalk 
messages later in the semester. She added they 
may also consider drawing the chalk messages 
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Contributed Rebecca F. Miller/College of Nursing
UI College of Nursing Dean Julie Zerwic speaks at a 3+1 signing ceremony at Kirkwood Community College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa on Sept. 20.
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UI professor recieves 
grant for human migration 
research
The research will focus on migra-
tion and family trees by following 
the lineage of different ethnic 
groups in the U.S. through time.

Page 3

DeJean dominates in 
Jersey
The sophomore defensive back 
intercepted a pass in each of his 
last three contests, including Sat-
urday’s Iowa-Rutgers game.

Page 8

O N L I N E

Twitter reacts to Iowa 
football’s 27-10 victory 
over Rutgers at SHI 
Stadium
The Hawkeye defense scored two 
of Iowa’s three touchdowns on 
Saturday night. 
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ANTHONY DOERR
Author of the 2014 Pulitzer
Prize Winner: All the Light
We Cannot See, and the
new Cloud Cuckoo Land
Wednesday, Sept. 28
Englert Theatre
Ticketed Event

REBECCA SOLNIT
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of Literature’s
Paul Engle Prize

Award Ceremony:
Thursday, Sept. 29

Coralville Public Library
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Although students can 
become registered nurses 
with an associate degree 
and by passing a licensing 
exam, hospitals and clinics 
typically prefer nurses 
with BSN degrees.

During Tuesday’s 
signing ceremony on 
Kirkwood’s main campus 
in Cedar Rapids, UI 
College of Nursing Dean 
Julie Zerwic addressed 
the multiple benefits of 
equipping nurses with 
the skills taught through 
a BSN. 

“Research shows 
that baccalaureate-
prepared nurses are 
exposed to competencies 
including health policy, 
leadership, evidence-
based practice, and 
systems thinking,” Zerwic 
said. “They achieve skills 
in teamwork, research, 
collaboration, and they’re 
equipped to function in 
the increasingly complex 
world of healthcare”.

By making the program 
accessible online, 
Zerwic said students 
can overcome barriers 
that typically prevent 
students from pursuing 
their bachelor’s, like 
financial issues, time, and 
work-life balance. 

“We know that when 
these partnerships 
are in place with 
community colleges, 
we see a higher number 

of students continuing 
their education without 
stopping … it is much 
harder for students or for 
nurses if they’ve stepped 
out [to] get that energy 
to come back to school,” 
Zerwic said.

For Kirkwood’s Dean 
of Nursing Kathy Dolter, 
the program proposes a 

solution to meet the local 
demand for nurses and 
the needs of students.

“[Students becoming 
registered nurses] need to 
make money to support 
themselves and their 
families,” Dolter said. 
“Working full time in their 
communities supports the 
nursing shortage and also 
helps them achieve [the] 
financial and educational 
goals they have.” 

Ashley Moore, a 
Kirkwood student who 
will graduate with an 
associate degree in 
December, plans to work 
as a bedside nurse at 
UnityPoint Health-St. 
Luke’s Hospital while 
participating in the RN to 
BSN 3+1 program. 

“There are a lot of 
students in the nursing 

programs who are not 
traditional students. 
Sometimes [students] are 
fresh out of high school, 
but other times they’re 
working adults with kids,” 

Moore said. “Having the 
program, I think, would 
make things a lot easier 
on those students, to 
be able to have that 
opportunity available 
without struggling to 
accommodate family and 
needing to work like a 
lot of Kirkwood students 
[do].”

As she nears graduation, 
Moore said she is excited 
to work as a nurse while 
studying at the UI.

“I’m really happy that 
it’s going to take less time 
for me to get to that goal 
of my BSN,” she said. “I 
think it will get a lot of 
highly trained nurses to 
the bedside faster.”

By building upon 
her nearly-completed 
Kirkwood education, 
Moore said she recognizes 
the additional skills she 
will receive through her 
bachelor’s degree.

“[Patients] are going to 
get really knowledgeable 
nurses taking care of 
them, which is what I 
think most people like 
to have,” she said. “I 
would want someone 
really knowledgeable and 
highly skilled and also 
compassionate providing 
care for me or my loved 
one.”

sydney-libert@uiowa.edu

Grace Kreber/The Daily Iowan
Iowa libero Amanda Darling signs a fans tee shirt following the Iowa vs. Purdue match at Xtreme Arena in Coralville on Sept. 25.

Autographs at Xtream Arena

NURSES
Continued from Front

I’m really happy that it’s going to take less 
time for me to get to that goal of my BSN. I think it 
will get a lot of highly trained nurses to the beside 
faster.” 

— Ashley Moore,   Kirkwood student

again.
First-year UI student 

Taryn Neal participated 
in the chalk drawings. 
Neal said initially she was 
unsure how the project 
would impact university 
members.

“Honestly, I kind of 
walked in being like, I don’t 
know if this is going to 
really help people or not,” 
Neal said. “But then after 
hearing a lot of people say 
things about it and a lot 
of people comment on it, 
I realized that it has more 
impact than I would have 
thought. And I was really 
glad I did it.”

First-year UI student 
Sara Bayer noticed the 
messages while walking 
to class last week and said 
she enjoyed reading them.

“I thought it was a 
creative way to use 
the walkway to show a 
message,” Bayer said.

Neal said the project left 
her and her classmates 
feeling positive as well.

“It actually kind of made 
me more positive,” Neal 
said. “. . . I feel like it’s a 
great way to get involved 
with your peers, and I 
thought it was very, very 
fun and very positive.”

isabelle-foland@uiowa.edu

CHALK
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Contributedn Rebecca F. Miller/College of Nursing
UI College of Nursing Dean Julie Zerwic is interviewed at a 3+1 signing ceremony at Kirkwood Community College 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa on Sept. 20.

http://iowacityofliterature.org/icbf
http://www.thekonnexion.com
http://bit.ly/3QSPd8c


er alcohol-related issues 
such as vandalism and ha-
rassment. 

UNI’s Vice President for 
Student Life Heather Har-
bach said the overall ap-
preciation that students 
have surrounding campus 

life is not being taken for 
granted. 

“There is a sense of be-
ing grateful. Grateful to be 
back, grateful to see peo-
ple, and grateful to have 
face-to-face contact,” 
Harbach said.  “When you 
think about all we haven’t 
been able to do the last 

two years, it really makes 
you appreciate what we 
can do now.”

Harbach led the divi-
sion of student life pre-
sentation to the regents, 
making sure to emphasize 
the UNI’s goal to help pre-
pare students for  overall 
success in their lives. 

ISU’s Senior Vice Pres-

ident for Student Affairs 
Toyia Younger further 
supported the decrease in 
conduct violations on col-
lege campuses and found 
the same results at ISU as 
its competitors. 

“There has been a de-
crease in the amount of 
conduct cases, and that’s 

encouraging,” Younger 
said. “From conversations 
I have had with students, 
it’s to the point that 
Heather made, they don’t 
want to lose it.”

The latest Campus Safe-
ty and Security reports 
from the U.S. Department 
of Education also supports 
the drop in conduct num-
bers over the last three 
years. Violence Against 
Women Act violations on 
state institution campus-
es have overall decreased 
from 2018-20, as have ar-
rests for law violations on 
campuses:

•  UI law violations 
went down 73 per-
cent, from 22 ar-
rests in 2018 to 6 in 
2020.

•  UNI law viola-
tions went down 
18 percent, from 51 
arrests in 2018 to 
42 in 2020.

•     ISU law violations 

went down 80 per-
cen, from 307 ar-
rests in 2018 to 61 
in 2020.

Additionally, disci-
plinary actions on UI, ISU, 
and UNI campuses from 
2018 to 2020 also showed 
a decline: 

• UI went down 40 
percent, from 591 
violations in 2018 
to 357 in 2020.

•  UNI went down 
42 percent, from 
135 violations in 
2018 to 231 in 2020.

• ISU went down 32 
percent, from 254 
violations in 2019 
to 372 in 2020.

The 2021 Campus Safe-
ty and Security report for 
the three universities will 
not be released until the 
end of the year. 

grace-katzer@uiowa.edu
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UI professor receives grant for 
human migration research

The research will follow the lineage of different ethnic groups in the U.S. through time. 

Emily Nyberg
News Reporter

Caglar Koylu, an 
assistant professor 
in the University of 
Iowa’s Geographical and 
Sustainability Science 
Department, recieved a 
research grant to increase 
the information available 
about family lineage in 
the U.S.

His research will focus 
on migration and family 
trees. The three-year 
grant was awarded on 
Sept. 1 and is for $477,734.

Koylu said he hopes to 
link around 40 million 
people to their family 
trees with the information 
he finds.

“I’m looking at 
kin proximity. This 
means, how close do 
individuals live to their 
relatives?” he said. 
“We want to eventually 
study how migration 
actually influences 
this whole evolution 
and characterization of 
kinship networks.” 

Historically, family 
tree research has focused 
on European men 
because their familial 
information is the most 
consistently recorded, 
Koylu said. There is a 
lack of family tree data 
on underrepresented 
communities, and data 
on women may get lost 
because they sometimes 
change their names after 
marriage, he said. 

Koylu said he hopes the 
research will fill the gaps 
in female and migrant 
family lineage.

Koylu will work off 
the prior lineage of 
his mentor, University 
of Southern Carolina 
Professor of anthropology 

Alice Kasakoff, building 
off Kasakoff’s research 
to expand what is already 
known about migration.

“I’m just a consultant,” 
Kasakoff said. “I sort of 

come along for the ride 
and look at everything as 
it starts being produced 
and interpret the maps, 
and sometimes I write 
paragraphs about the 
importance of the 
research according to 
these interests.”

Kasakoff said she hopes 
the grant will allow Koylu 
to follow female lineage 
like never before.  

“A lot of time, data is 
on men. But in the family 
trees we have at least 
some hope of linking a 
woman to her maiden 
name and reconstructing 
a whole life history of a 
woman,” she said. 

Kasakoff said she is 
excited to see someone 
expand the work she has 
been doing throughout 
her career — especially 
someone skilled in map 
making. 

“Having worked 35 
years to create a database 
of nine families and each 
time trying to write my 
own computer programs 
and not being able to map 
them in a meaningful 
way, to find someone who 
is completely at ease with 

huge amounts of data 
and mapping techniques, 
I think it’s a very good 
partnership,” she said.

Koylu tracks family 
lines with flow maps 
made from public 
datasets, primarily 
Rootsweb, which allows 
people to upload their 
familial lineage. Using 
datasets like Rootsweb, 
he has created the largest 
family tree in the world, 
he said.

“Our work explains 
how to connect all these 
family trees together, 
and we generated to date 
the largest connected 
family tree in the world, 
which connects nearly 14 
million individuals to one 
tree,” Koylu said. 

During his research, 
Koylu plans to develop a 
new tool called Roots and 
Migrants, which will help 

students learn about the 
migrations of different 
groups. 

“[Roots and Migrants] 
will be an educational 
and outreach tool to 
tell the story, from the 
data and our analysis, 
of how the European 
ancestors migrated 
and formed different 
kinship networks in the 
history of the United 
States, but also bringing 
the story alongside 
with people who are 
underrepresented,” Koylu 
said.

The research will 
include graduate, 
undergraduate, and 
high school students. 

Graduates and 
undergraduates will aid 
in the development of 
the Roots and Migrants 
tool, while high school 
students will test Roots 
and Migrants as an 
educational tool, he said.

“We’re starting 
from Iowa City, doing 
workshops with social 
studies and science 
teachers in Iowa City 
high schools,” Koylu said. 
“We will work together 
to develop lesson plans 
using this tool, and we 
will also get input from 
the teachers to improve 
it.”

emily-e-nyberg@uiowa.edu

Lillie Hawker/The Daily Iowan
Assistant professor Calgar Koylu poses in front of a whiteboard mapping out part of his research on Sept. 23.
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Our work explains how to connect all these 
family trees together, and we generated to date the 
largest connected family tree in the world, which 
connects nearly 14 million individuals to one tree.”

— Caglar Koylu, an assistant professor at the UI 

When you think about all we haven’t been 
able to do the last two years, it really makes you 
appreciate what we can do now

— Heather Harbach, UNI vice president for student life

http://IowaHealthiestState.com/Walk
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Opinions
Politicians always need to be transparent

Mike Franken addresses resurfaced assault allegations more than six months after initial allegations.

Michael Franken, Io-
wa’s Democratic candi-
date for the U.S. Senate, 
had his name added to 
the long list of political 
figures accused of as-
sault.

On Sept. 19 the Iowa 
Field-Report, a conserva-
tive leaning publication, 
reported Franken was 
accused of sexual as-
sault by his former cam-
paign manager in March 
2022, according to a Des 
Moines police report. 
The Franken campaign 
did not address the alle-
gations until the article 
was published.

Time and time again, 
assault allegations go 
unaddressed until they 
are resurfaced by the 
media. Politicians need 
to be transparent and ad-
dress assault allegations 
when they surface in-
stead of sweeping them 
under the rug. 

Franken was accused 
of assault by his for-
mer campaign manager 
Kimberly Strope-Bog-
gus. A report filed with 
the Des Moines Police 
Department alleged 
Franken forcibly kissed 
Strope-Boggus. The case 
was closed and filed as 

unfounded on April 12. 
The Franken for Iowa 

campaign manager Ju-
lie Stauch denied the 
allegations in an earlier 
statement to The Daily 
Iowan.

“These allegations are 
false. This accusation 
was investigated by the 
Des Moines Police De-
partment and the Polk 
County Attorney’s Office 
who found no wrongdo-
ing and closed the case 

as unfounded,” Stauch 
wrote. 

The U.S. Department of 
Justice reports that more 
than two-thirds of sexual 
assaults go unreported 
to the police. According 
to the U.S. Department 
of Justice, 20 percent of 
survivors don’t report 
for fear of retaliation, 
13 percent believe po-
lice would not help, and 
8 percent believe sexual 
assault is not important 

enough to report.
But we must recognize 

due process. Anyone ac-
cused of a crime is inno-
cent until proven guilty. 
In this case, Franken was 
not found guilty. In fact, 
Strope-Boggus described 
Franken as having no in-
tent to harm her or other 
women he kissed. 

If Franken is innocent, 
he should have addressed 
the allegations when 
they were first reported. 

This is an issue of trans-
parency, and it affects 
campaigns everywhere.

It seems like a promi-
nent political figure has 
allegations of assault 
each campaign cycle.
This pertains to politi-
cians from both parties, 
including President Joe 
Biden and former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Like always, politicians 
will deny allegations. But 
why don’t politicians ad-

dress allegations when 
they occur? Why sweep 
false allegations under 
the rug?

Political figures should 
be held to a higher stan-
dard. No one is immune 
to justice when someone 
is accused of a crime. 
Even if they maintain 
innocence, politicians 
need to face the imped-
ing investigation, not 
hide from it.

Assault allegations 
cannot just resurface 
from the media during 
campaign season. This 
current trend is not sus-
tainable to the future of 
election campaigns. 

Had Franken addressed 
allegations in March, 
voters could have had 
this in mind during the 
primaries. If most Dem-
ocrats believed Franken, 
his primary would have 
faced no impact. 

But now voters in No-
vember will have to fac-
tor in that Franken did 
not address the allega-
tions when they first 
surfaced, harming the 
chance of Democrats 
defeating Sen. Chuck 
Grassley.

This issue goes beyond 
Franken, but he should 
have done better. 

As public servants, 
politicians must be 
transparent — even at 
the sake of their reputa-
tion. We need to demand 
honesty from the people 
we vote in office.

sophia-meador@uiowa.edu

Rachel Wagner/The Daily Iowan
Iowa U.S. Senate candidate Michael Franken gives a speech at a meet-and-greet in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on Sept. 2.

Iowa City should accept Texas migrants
Immigration strengthens communities, and Iowa City should 

welcome Texas’ migrants with open arms.

Immigrants are the foun-
dation and life blood of the 
U.S., and Iowa City has the 
chance to prove its commit-
ment to the belief that immi-
grants make our communi-
ties stronger.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
bused 10,000 migrants to 
sanctuary cities across the 
country, including Chicago, 
New York, and Washington, 
D.C. There were questions 
about whether Abbott would 
send any migrants to Iowa 
City, but Gov. Kim Reynolds’ 
office confirmed that would 
not be the case.

Even though Texas will not 
bus any migrants directly to 
Iowa City, we as a commu-
nity and government should 
always be prepared and will-
ing to welcome them.

In recent years, Iowa has 
seen more people leave the 
state than move into it. 
Iowa ranked tenth in the 
U.S. with the most outbound 

people, according to the 2019 
National Movers Study by 
United Van Lines. That said, 
Iowa should be more than 
happy to welcome more peo-
ple in.

Iowa City would certainly 
not be the distinctive place 
it is without the contribu-
tions of immigrants. Thanks 
to their restaurants, stores, 
and businesses, Iowa City is a 
much better place. According 
to Best Neighborhood, Iowa 
City is “much more diverse 
than most U.S. cities,” earn-
ing a diversity score of 90 out 
of 100. 

Immigrants make signif-
icant contributions to the 
culture and life of Iowa City. 
Community events like the 
annual Latino Fest are an 
excellent opportunity for 
the community to come to-
gether and appreciates cul-
tures.

Additionally, accepting 
migrants would help lighten 
the burden being put on oth-
er sanctuary cities across the 
country. While we would not 
be able to take in as nearly as 
many migrants as cities like 
New York or Chicago, our ef-
forts combined with other 
sanctuary cities across the 
country would make taking 
care of the Texas migrants 
more sustainable. 

Those opposed to taking 
in migrants may cite safety 
concerns as a reason to not 
accept them. While Iowa City 

passed a resolution in 2017 
stating the city would not 
use law enforcement toward 
federal immigration law, ex-
ceptions would be made for 
cases of public safety and vi-
olent offenders. 

As a community, Iowa City 
is strong and prepared to 
do whatever it takes to help 
those in need. Organizations 
like the Catholic Worker 
House are preparing to help 
migrants settle into Iowa 
City in the event that Abbott 
sends a bus of migrants or 
if any migrants relocate to 
Iowa City from a different 
sanctuary city. 

Abbott does not want to 
send migrants to sanctuary 
cities because he wants them 
to live safe, decent lives. He 
does it because he wants to 
overwhelm sanctuary cities 
and punish them for being 
empathetic. 

Ultimately, we should ac-
cept migrants bused from 
Texas because they deserve 
to be treated like humans. 
Abbott is determined to use 
them as political pawns to 
prove a point, but we must 
take the high road and prove 
that we will always choose 
empathy over meaningless 
political gains. 

Iowa City is a compassion-
ate, accepting city, and we 
should always be prepared 
to provide for those in need.

evan-weidl@uiowa.edu

In 2016, a physician in the 
U.K. described two strange cas-
es of patients who complained 
of intermittent blindness in one 
eye for several months. The pa-
tients underwent an expensive 
workup to no avail.  This same 
finding has been increasingly 
reported in medical literature 
by other physicians. It turns out 
their phone habits might be to 
blame in a condition known as 
transient smartphone blindness 
(TSPB). 

What habits do these patients 
have in common?

The answer lies in their bed-
time behaviors. The patients 
reportedly used their phone in 
the dark, with one eye open and 
the other eye closed/blocked by 
a pillow before going to bed. Af-
ter turning off their phone, they 
could see out of the eye they 
had been using, but not the one 
that was covered. 

How do our eyes normally 
adapt to light?

Our eyes adjust to small 
lighting changes unconscious-
ly. Occasionally, we notice our 
eyes adjusting, such as when 
we first turn off a light or leave 
a dark movie theater into sun-
light. A chemical within our eye, 
11-cis-retinal, changes when 
exposed to light, which allows 
us to see. This triggers a series 
of electrochemical events that 
create a single image and is 
transmitted to the brain. The 
11-cis-retinal chemical needs to 
be recycled before it can be used 
again. A rapid turnover allows 
for eyes to continue adjusting 

to light. 

What is transient smartphone 
blindness?

Transient smartphone blind-
ness happens through a more ex-
treme process of adapting to light. 
Staring at a phone with one eye 
for a prolonged period results in 
“bleaching” where the 11-cis-ret-
inal in the eye cannot recycle in 
time. As it struggles to keep up, 
only brighter lights can reach the 
threshold now required to transmit 
the image. For example, take a per-
son who has been staring at their 
phone in the dark who then turns 
their phone off. It is impossible 
to see with the eye that had been 
bleached, as the dark light cannot 
recycle the little 11-cis-retinal 
present. The “unbleached” eye is 
able to see normal. 

So… what do we do now?

Fortunately, TSPB only lasts 
until the 11-cis-retinal is re-
pleted. Though alarming, it is a 
harmless process that does not 
seem to cause any long-term 
damage. It does pose yet an-
other reason to be mindful of 
phone use before bed. Despite 
the benign nature of TSBP, you 
must be mindful about the use 
of smartphones before bed, as it 
can disrupt your body’s natural 
sleep cycle. The National Sleep 
Foundation recommends all de-
vices with a screen be switched 
off 30 minutes before bedtime 
to ensure you get the most rest-
ful sleep.

Kristina Sevcik, she/her/hers, 
4th year medical student, 

class of 2023

Evan Weidl 
Opinions Columnist

Transient Smartphone 
Blindness, what is it? 

Using your phone in the dark may lead to 
temporary blindness — a completely harmless 

phenomenon.

THE DOC IS INCOLUMN

Sophia Meador
Opinions Editor

Abbott is determined to use them as political 
pawns to prove a point, we must take the high road and 
prove that we will always choose empathy over mean-
ingless political gains. 

Iowa ranks 

with most outbound 
people

#10
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Across

Down

 1 Bird with keen binocular vision
 4 Unit of bacon or cloth
 9 Throw away
13 Language spoken in Bangkok
15 French ___ (region east of Suriname)
16 First part of a play
17 Black Forest Ham and Cold Cut Combo, for two
20 Bible book with 150 sacred poems
21 Away from the sun, say
22 “Favorite” or “prodigal” one
23 Sugary
25 ___ port in a storm
26 Region encompassing a city and its suburbs
30 Honoree on the third Sunday in June
32 ___ Gagarin, first person in space
33 Cube or sphere
35 Must, informally
39 Pre-calc class
40 Keep the beat with one’s feet, say

42 Actor Oldman
43 Commotion
45 Clean vigorously
46 Utter delight
47 Spot for a soak
49 One-size-fits-all hosiery
51 Free ___ bird
54 Hotel customer
56 Hall-of-Fame QB Dawson
57 Nelson who wrote “Long Walk to Freedom”
59 “I’ve got it!”
62 Nonmainstream productions like
 “Pink Flamingos” and “Eraserhead”
66 Goulash or gumbo
67 Online brokerage pioneer
68 Rolaids competitor
69 “Child’s play!”
70 Bowling alley rentals
71 Bartender on “The Simpsons”

 1 Extra N.B.A. periods, for short
 2 Clobber but good
 3 Scientific workplaces
 4 Figure (out)
 5 ___ Maria (liqueur)
 6 Competed in a 10K, say
 7 Not mainstream
 8 Received quick cash for, in a way
 9 Food in a hard or soft shell
10 Ellen ___, first Hispanic woman in space
11 Back of a boat
12 Oscar winner Spacek
14 “Told you so!”
15 Athlete on the pommel horse or parallel bars
18 ___ gobi (curry dish)
19 Attachment to a dog collar, informally
23 Chooses
24 Stay at home during, as a hurricane
26 Story that’s not to be believed
27 Continental currency
28 Quartet minus one
29 Aussie hoppers
31 “Shucks!”
34 Smear on, as makeup
36 Soft mineral
37 Arduous journey
38 Thumbs-up votes
41 Orchestral introduction in a musical or opera
44 Tool for boring holes
48 Sticks out
50 Medieval worker
51 Cause to chuckle
52 Christmas list keeper
53 Range from Venezuela to Chile
55 Habitat for humanity?
58 Like early-morning grass
59 Finishes up
60 “America’s Got Talent” judge Heidi
61 Snowballs, in a snowball fight
63 Gold, in Guadalajara
64 Dubai’s country, for short
65 Opposite of NNW

Iowa D.C. delegation members combat rural decline
Iowa lawmakers are creating legislation to provide resources for the decreasing number of rural Iowans.

Liam Halawith
Politics Reporter

Iowa’s federal delega-
tion members voiced bi-
partisan support for leg-
islation aimed at helping 
rural Iowa counties facing 
population decline.

The delegation wants to 
provide federal funds to 
revitalize rural areas. They 
disagree, however, on a 
few partisan points on a 
mostly bipartisan issue. 

Iowa’s population rose 
4.7 percent overall from 
the 2010 Census to the 
2020 Census, according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau. 
But Iowa’s 38 rural coun-
ties saw a net population 
loss since the 2010 census. 

Rural population decline 
has become a campaign is-
sue in several key midterm 
races around Iowa, includ-
ing the race for U.S. Senate 
and Iowa’s 2nd Congres-
sional District.

 
Democrat challengers 

criticize Iowa objections to 
bipartisan infrastructure 

State Rep. Christina Bo-
hannan, D-Iowa City, the 
candidate for Iowa’s 1st 
Congressional District, 
said in a written statement 
to The Daily Iowan her op-
ponent and the Republican 

incumbent Rep. Marian-
nette Miller-Meeks, R-Io-
wa, isn’t working for rural 
Iowans. 

“She has voted against 
just about every piece of 
legislation that will help 
small towns and rural 
communities,” Bohannan 
wrote. “She voted against 
a bipartisan infrastruc-
ture bill that would repair 
and rebuild our roads and 
bridges.”

Miller-Meeks voted 
against the INVEST in 
America Act in 2021, which 
is more commonly referred 
to as the bipartisan infra-
structure bill. 

Among other Iowa leg-
islators who voted against 
the bill were Rep. Randy 
Feenstra, R-Iowa, Rep. 
Ashley Hinson, R-Iowa, 
and Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Io-
wa. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, and Rep. Cindy 
Axne, D-Iowa, voted in fa-
vor of the bill. 

However, Miller-Meeks 
co-sponsored the Enhanc-
ing Credit Opportunities 
in Rural America Act with 
Feenstra in 2021. It intro-
duces programs that would 
make it easier for rural 
farmers to access credit. 
The bill was introduced to 
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and referred to 

the Ways and Means com-
mittee, where it currently 
sits.  

Miller-Meeks wrote in 
a statement to the DI that 
she will continue working 
for rural Iowans if reelected 
to Congress in November. 

“Rural communities are 
home to so many Iowans, 
and it’s crucial these ar-
eas receive the same level 
of support as urban ar-
eas,” Miller-Meeks wrote. 
“Throughout my time in 
Congress, I have fought to 
protect rural areas by se-
curing funding for commu-
nity projects and co-spon-
soring legislation to ease 
outlandish regulations on 
farmers and small business 
owners.”

Bohannan wrote she will 
focus on serving rural Io-
wans by increasing health 
care access in rural com-
munities, supporting rural 
schools, and bringing jobs 
back to small towns. 

“I would also advocate 
to level the playing field 
for small businesses so 
they can compete with 
large corporations and 
bring good-paying manu-
facturing jobs back to our 
small towns,” she wrote. 

U.S. Senate candidates 
agree on making rural Iowa 
a priority

Grassley, a longtime in-
cumbent in Iowa’s delega-
tion, has been a proponent 
of legislation that looks to 
help rural communities in 
the U.S. 

Grassley, who sits on the 
agriculture committee in 
the Senate, met with ru-
ral farmers as part of his 
99-county tour to hear 
their input on the 2023 
farm bill that is up for re-
authorization. 

“By allowing farmers to 
have a seat at the table to 
discuss issues they care 
about, I can learn more 
about their priorities and 
bring their input to the 
Farm Bill discussions in 
D.C.,” Grassley said in a 
news release on Sept. 1. “As 
a family farmer and strong 
advocate for agriculture, I 
know the hard work that 
farmers and producers do 
every day to feed and fuel 
our country and world.”

Grassley supported the 
bipartisan Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act 
that is already funding 
rural Iowa. The Lewis & 
Clark Regional Water Sys-
tem — which is responsible 
for providing rural water to 
northwest Iowa communi-
ties like Rock Rapids, Hull, 
and Sioux Center — re-
ceived $75.5 million from 
the infrastructure bill.

“Iowans rely on sound 
infrastructure to move our 
ag products and manufac-
tured goods as well as to 
connect with family, busi-
ness partners, and critical 
service providers,” Grassley 
said. “But like much of the 
country, Iowa’s aging in-
frastructure risks slowing 
economic growth and erod-
ing daily comfort and con-
venience. This bipartisan 
bill fixes potholes, rebuilds 
bridges, upgrades water 
systems, and brings broad-
band to rural corners of our 
state. Investing in Iowa’s 
infrastructure will pay divi-
dends for decades to come.”

Grassley and Ernst re-
cently introduced the Ru-
ral Prosperity Act, which 
would add the Office of Ru-
ral Prosperity to the White 
House’s operations to coor-
dinate federal programs to 
support rural communities. 

 “While my office always 
stands ready to assist how-
ever we can, the Rural Pros-
perity Act will help Iowans 
identify and utilize relevant 
programs to overcome any 
challenges they’re facing,” 
Grassley said in a news re-
lease. 

The bill recently passed 
out of the Senate agricul-
ture committee with bipar-
tisan support from com-
mittee members. 

Democratic U.S. Senate 
Candidate Admiral Mi-
chael Franken said at a 
campaign event in early 
September that rural Iowa 
isn’t where it needs to be. 

“Aspects in rural Iowa 
are not what we wanted 
them to be economical-
ly. And I’m sorry that the 
truth hurts so much. You 
have to identify the prob-
lem before you proceed to 
a solution,” Franken said. 
“I got ideas on how to re-
sculpt things, how to re-
craft them. I see Iowa hav-
ing the cheapest electrical 
grid, most redundant, most 
sustainable, and a net neg-
ative carbon footprint.”

In a campaign commer-
cial directed at Franken, 
Grassley criticized Franken 
for saying that rural Iowa is 
“depressing.” Franken said 
the quote was taken out of 
context and criticized.

The Franken campaign 
didn’t respond when con-
tacted for further com-
ment on this issue. 

Key issues like rural 
hospital access, economic 
development, and helping 
small towns and farmers 
are the key points Iowa’s 
federal delegation is look-
ing to address as the Nov. 
8 midterm approaches.  

liam-halawith@uiowa.edu

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
A barn is seen in Iowa City on Sept. 22.
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Logan Klemp splitting 
time at cash Saturday, 
DeJean was moved to 
cornerback. He started in 
place of senior Terry Rob-
erts, who went through 
pregame warmups but 
was scratched before the 
contest’s opening kick.

“He looks like it’s pret-
ty fluid for him, athleti-
cally,” Ferentz said of De-
Jean’s versatility. “But the 
mental part, there’s a lot 

that goes into playing any 
position. He [plays] a cou-
ple [positions] and does it 
well at a really young age. 
It’s a real credit to him.

“You know, some guys 
are just a little bit more 
flexible that way than 
others. I don’t know what 
I would attribute it to.”

DeJean wasn’t com-
fortable playing multiple 
positions when he joined 
the Iowa program. During 
his first season, most of 
the action he saw was 
on special teams. DeJean 
also got limited work in at 

corner in 2021.
“I mean, I got a few reps 

on defense last year, so 
I kinda got a feel for it,” 
DeJean said. “Then, start-
ing my first game this 
year, I was pretty nervous 
going into it ... But I’ve 
started to get more and 
more comfortable with 
different techniques and 
things like that. As the 
season goes on, hopefully 
that’ll continue to hap-
pen.”

DeJean’s interception is 
one of five turnovers the 
Hawkeyes forced against 

the Scarlet Knights. He 
wasn’t the only Hawkeye 
defender to score, either.

Senior strong safe-
ty Kaevon Merriweath-
er scooped up a fumble 
forced by junior Sebas-
tian Castro and ran it into 
the Scarlet Knights’ end 
zone for a touchdown 
with 8:28 remaining in 
the second quarter.

Iowa has forced 11 
turnovers this season. 
But no matter how much 
success DeJean and his 
teammates have, Ferentz 
said the sophomore’s de-

meanor never changes.
“He’s the same guy ev-

ery day,” Ferentz said. 
“He was the same way 
last year ... He’s just one 
of those guys. He’s really 
grounded. He’s just really 
steady and very humble. 
You know, a lot of the re-
ally good players I’ve been 
around, that seems to be 
one of the trademarks. 
They’re really humble 
guys. I think he’s probably 
thinking about what he 
can do to get better.”

austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

few plays or schemes he 
knows he can find suc-
cess with or fall back on 
when things go awry.

The Hawkeyes don’t 
need to be world-beaters 
on offense to win the Big 
Ten West. As good as its 
defense is, Iowa proba-
bly won’t have to score 
more than 21 points to 
beat most teams in its 
division.

Through four games, 
the Hawkeyes have sur-
rendered just under six 
points per game, forced 
11 turnovers, and given 
up a little over 236 yards 
a contest.

The Hawkeyes scored 
13 points on offense 
Saturday night. The to-
tal isn’t very impressive, 
but Iowa would be 4-0 
right now had its of-
fense scored that many 
points in all its games. 
Iowa hasn’t given up 
more than 10 points to a 
single opponent yet this 
year.

Iowa certainly doesn’t 
have the firepower to 
beat the likes of Ohio 
State or Michigan. The 
Hawkeyes will proba-
bly still lose to those 
teams this year. But the 
Hawkeyes might’ve prov-
en they have just enough 
in the tank to beat teams 
like Minnesota, Purdue, 

Northwestern, Nebraska, 
and Wisconsin.

The Golden Gophers, 
Boilermakers, and Bad-
gers have scored a lot 
more points than the 
Hawkeyes this season. 
But none of those teams 
have played a defense as 
highly ranked as Iowa’s.

If the Hawkeyes score 
13 points on offense 
against each of those 
squads and get a score or 
great field position once 
or twice from their de-
fense and special teams, 
it’s reasonable to think 
Iowa could run the table 
in the West. 

It’s not implausible to 
believe the Hawkeyes’ 
defense could score once 
per game. Iowa’s defense 
scored 12 points against 
the Scarlet Knights via 
a Cooper DeJean pick 
six and a Kaevon Mer-
riweather fumble re-
covery. The Hawkeyes’ 
defense has scored 16 
points this season.

Two weeks ago, the 
Hawkeyes didn’t even 
seem likely to make a 
bowl game. Now, Iowa 
looks to be in the thick of 
another tight division-
al race, with the right 
to lose to Ohio State or 
Michigan in the 2022 Big 
Ten Championship Game 
at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis on the line.

austin-hanson@uiowa.edu
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Continued from Page 8

OFFENSE
Continued from Page 8

HAWKEYE UPDATES

QUOTE OF THE DAY

3-0

“Six pack abs, good cuts, he’s 
blessed.”

— Running back Leshon Williams on 
Kaleb Johnson. 

- Iowa football’s all-time record 
against Rutgers.

Grades

Offense — 

The Hawkeye offense was once 
again bailed out by the defense. 

While the initial box score 
makes it look like the Hawkeyes 
were finally consistently effective 
on offense, they can only put their 
name to one touchdown.

Iowa’s offense was largely inef-
fective, especially in the first half.

The Hawkeye offense finally 
found the end zone in the third 
quarter when Leshon Williams 
capitalized on a 2-yard run to cap 
off a 75-yard drive. To give Iowa 
some credit, that drive was its 
longest of the season.

Quarterback Spencer Petras 
did have 148 yards on 11-of-17 
passing, including a 46-yard 
pass to tight end Sam LaPorta. 
Iowa also gained 129 yards on the 
ground, and Williams led the pack 
with 68 rushing yards.

The Hawkeyes’ wide receivers 
were largely left out of the offen-
sive scheme on Saturday. Arland 
Bruce was the only receiver to 
record yards on Saturday, gaining 
five on one target. Nico Ragaini 
and Brody Brecht were both tar-
geted once with zero yards.

Despite the 277-yard perfor-
mance, the Hawkeyes are still 
dead last in the 131-team FBS in 
total offense. Iowa is averaging 
217.7 yards per game, while 130th 
New Mexico State averages 233.5.

Defense —

Iowa’s defense was net positive 
points-wise on Saturday night — it 
scored four more points than it 
gave up. That’s a true anomaly in 
college football, so Iowa’s defense 
deserves its second straight A+.

On the night, the Hawkeye de-
fense found the end zone more 
than Iowa’s offense.

First, defensive back Cooper 
DeJean picked off Rutgers quar-
terback Evan Simon and returned 
the interception 45 yards for a 
pick six. It was DeJean’s third in-
terception of the season and his 
first career collegiate touchdown.

Later in the first half, cash 
Sebastian Castro forced a fum-
ble. Safety Kaevon Merriweather 
picked the ball up and returned it 
to the Hawkeyes’ end zone for Io-
wa’s second defensive touchdown 
of the day.

The defensive scoring stopped 
in the second half. Iowa’s defense 
still found a way to be effective, 
however, as Merriweather picked 
off Simon again and returned the 
ball 33 yards (whether Iowa’s of-
fense capitalized on that intercep-
tion is a different story).

The last time Iowa’s defense 
scored two touchdowns was 
when cornerback Riley Moss had 
two pick sixes against Indiana on 
Sept. 4, 2021.

Sure, the defense gave up 10 
points. The game-opening field 
goal from Rutgers wasn’t ideal, 
and neither was the blown cover-
age on Rutgers tight end Johnny 
Langan that eventually led to the 
Scarlet Knights’ lone touchdown. 

But Iowa’s defense outper-
formed Iowa’s offense in its own 
phase on Saturday. That’s pretty 
self-explanatory.

Special teams —

There’s not much to say about 
the special team’s unit ’s perfor-
mance.

True freshman Drew Stevens 
continues to show why he de-
serves the starting placekicking 
job. He remained perfect on the 
sesason, going 2-for-2 on field 
goals on Saturday — includ-
ing a career-long 51-yarder that 
bounced off the left upright and 
in. He also went 3-for-3 on PATs.

Tory Taylor was good in the Io-
wa-Rutgers battle of the punters. 
He punted five times for an aver-
age of 42.6 yards per boot and put 
four punts inside the 20-yard line, 
including two inside the 10. Aron 
Cruickshank, Rutgers’ punt return-
er, only attempted to run back one 
of Taylor ’s kicks — he lost yards on 
that play. 

Taylor did have a punt partially 
blocked, however, but that result-
ed in yet another Rutgers punt.

True freshman Kaleb John-
son, in his first full game as the 
Hawkeyes’ kick returner, had 77 
yards on two returns. He ran for 42 
and 35 yards on his pair of return 
oppurtunities. 

STAT OF THE DAY

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Iowa quarterback Spencer Petras hands the ball off to running back Leshon Williams during a football game between Iowa and Rutgers at SHI Stadium in Piscataway, New Jersey, on 
Sept. 24. The Hawkeyes defeated the Scarlet Knights 27-10.
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Williams honors late father with TD
After missing the Hawkeyes’ game against Nevada on Sept. 17, the 21-year-old scored a 

third-quarter touchdown against Rutgers.
Chloe Peterson
Sports Editor

Iowa football running 
back Leshon Williams 
scored the Hawkeyes’ first 
offensive touchdown of the 
game against Rutgers on 
Saturday night.

And that touchdown, he 
said, was in honor of his 
dad. 

Williams ran into the 
end zone untouched after 
avoiding a defender on 
the 2-yard play. After he 
made it into the end zone, 
his teammates immedi-
ately surrounded him.

“That’s a beautiful feel-
ing, especially after los-
ing your father,” Williams 
said on Saturday night. 
“Getting that touch-
down, I knew he was there 
with me tonight. So, that 
touchdown meant a lot to 
me.”

Williams’ father passed 
away earlier this month. 
His funeral service was on 
Sept. 17 — the same day 
Iowa took on Nevada at 

Kinnick Stadium. 
While Williams couldn’t 

be with the Hawkeyes 
against the Wolf Pack, 
he said everyone on the 
team — head coach Kirk 
Ferentz, offensive coordi-
nator Brian Ferentz, and  
many of his teammates 
— texted him before the 
game to make sure he 
stayed in good spirits.

“It was real tough, but 
that’s my father, so that 
comes first,” Leshon said 
of missing the Hawkeyes’ 
game against Nevada. “… 
But they made me feel 
like I was there. I watched 
the game; there was the 
rain delay and everything. 
I was still up at 3 o’clock 
watching it on TV. I felt 
like I was a part of it.”

Williams was back with 
the Hawkeyes by Monday, 
and he said he fully prac-
ticed in the week leading 
up to Iowa’s first road trip.

“I can’t imagine what 
he’s going through, but he 
didn’t let that affect his 
preparation or how hard 

he works, which is some-
thing to be said,” senior 
quarterback Spencer Pet-
ras said. “It’s an extreme-
ly challenging thing he’s 
been dealing with for the 
past couple weeks, so my 
hat’s off to him.”

Ferentz commended 
the 21-year-old for his 
consistency and steadi-
ness throughout practices 
this week. Williams, the 
second-string running 
back, was Iowa’s leading 
rusher against the Scarlet 
Knights, recording seven 
carries for 64 yards and 
one touchdown.

“He’s just been really 
steady,” Kirk Ferentz said. 
“Clearly it’s been a tough 
couple weeks for him. I 
feel badly for anyone who 
has to go through that, 
especially someone at his 
age. It was great to get him 
back, he was back with us 
Monday. His attitude never 
changes, and it was good 
to see him play like he did 
tonight.”

Williams’ performance 

was part of a run game 
that started to click for the 
Hawkeyes in their fourth 
game of the season. 

True freshman Kaleb 
Johnson gained a total 
of 58 yards on 15 car-
ries on Saturday night. 
First-string running back 
Gavin Williams, who has 
played limited snaps in 
the first four games of the 
Hawkeyes’ season because 
of an ankle injury, had 26 
yards on seven carries.

Overall, the Hawkeyes 
gained 168 yards on the 
ground.

“Every step right now, 
for us, is important,” Kirk 
Ferentz said of improving 
the run game. “It’s one of 
our team goals. It’s pretty 
simple during the week; 
you want to win the game 
that’s in front of you and 
hopefully improve … Re-
ally happy to see some 
growth.”

Williams attributed the 
improvement in the rush-
ing game to the offen-
sive line. Iowa’s offensive 

line has been a carousel 
through the first four 
games, with around eight 
players rotating around 
five spots.

Now, the Hawkeyes’ 
O-line is settling into a 
rhythm. Sophomore left 
tackle Mason Richman, 
junior left guard Nick 
DeJong, sophomore cen-
ter Logan Jones, redshirt 
freshman right guard Beau 
Stephens, and sophomore 
right tackle Connor Colby 
make up the Hawkeyes’ 
first-team offensive line.

“The O-line had been 
working their butts off all 
week,” Leshon Williams 
said. “As you could see how 
we run the ball, all backs 
were running hard. Kaleb, 
Gavin, me, it was really just 
panning out. Without the 
O-line, all the work they’re 
putting in Monday through 
Friday, there wouldn’t be 
no us. We got to the second 
level real nice and smooth 
this week.”

chloe-peterson@uiowa.edu
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Defense defeats Rutgers
The Hawkeye defense scored two touchdowns and forced five turnovers in its matchup with the

Scarlet Knights at SHI stadium on Saturday night.

Ayrton Breckenridge/ The Daily Iowan
Rutgers quarterback Evan Simon throws the ball during a football game between Iowa and Rutgers at SHI Stadium in Piscataway, N.ew Jersey, on Sept. 24. The Hawkeyes defeated the Scarlet Knights, 27-10. Simon threw two interceptions. 

Ayrton Breckenridge/ The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Cooper DeJean runs the ball back for a pick six during a football game between Iowa and Rutgers at SHI Stadium in Piscataway, New Jersey, on Sept. 24. DeJean’s pick six was Iowa’s first touchdown of the game. 

Ayrton Breckenridge/ The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Kaevon Merriweather completes a scoop-and-score recovering a fumble at SHI Stadium in Piscataway, New Jersey, on Sept. 24. Merriweather’s touchdown was a 30-yard return. 
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Iowa - 27       Rutgers - 10

DeJean dominates in Jersey

Austin Hanson
Pregame Editor

PISCATAWAY, N.J. — 
Kirk Ferentz has never 
been afraid to fill his ros-
ter with players that hail 
from small high schools. 
From Super Bowl-win-
ning tight end Dallas 
Clark to All-Pro offensive 
lineman Marshal Yan-
da, Iowa football’s head 
coach has embraced prep 
institutions with fewer 
than 1,000 enrolled stu-
dents.

Ferentz’s willingness 
to recruit athletes from 
smaller schools paid off 
again this season. De-
fensive back Cooper De-
Jean, who went to Ode-

bolt Arthur Battle Creek 
Ida Grove High School, 
has intercepted a pass in 
each of Iowa’s last three 
games.

“Athletes are athletes, 
and good players are good 
players,” Ferentz said 
on Saturday. “We’ve had 
plenty of guys from small 
towns.”

Perhaps the most im-
pressive interception of 
DeJean’s 2022 campaign 
came during Iowa’s 27-10 
win over Rutgers Satur-
day night at SHI Stadium. 
With 5:26 remaining in 
the first quarter, DeJean 
corralled one of Scarlet 
Knight quarterback Evan 
Simon’s errant passes 
near the 50-yard line. 

After catching the ball 
over his shoulder like 
a wide receiver, DeJean 
raced 45 yards into the 
end zone for Iowa’s first 
touchdown of the game. 
Counting DeJean's, Iowa 
has had a pick six in each 
of its last 15 seasons.

“I caught the ball on 
one hand, so I knew ev-
erybody would come to 
that side — all the line-
men and stuff like that,” 
DeJean said. “I didn’t 
want to get in there with 
those big boys. So, I just 
cut back to the field and 
saw there was a lot of 
grass over there, and I 
just took it into the end 
zone.”

DeJean’s athleticism, 

ball skills, and vision 
were evident through-
out his pick six. In high 
school, he played both 
defensive back and quar-
terback. Postgame, De-
Jean said the reps he saw 
on offense have helped 
him excel on the defen-
sive side of the ball as a 
Hawkeye.

“I mean, maybe [it 
helped me] a little bit,” 
DeJean said. “Especial-
ly playing quarterback, 
having the ball in my 
hands every single play. 
So, yeah, I think it helps 
a lot.”

DeJean was a four-sport 
athlete in high school, 
lettering in basketball, 
football, track and field, 

and baseball. Despite 
the athletic prowess he 
showed, the Odebolt, 
Iowa, product wasn’t 
highly recruited out of a 
high school with fewer 
than 400 students.

“The most surprising 
thing about Cooper, as far 
as I know, he really wasn’t 
offered a scholarship by 
anybody,” Ferentz said. 
“When you watch what he 
does, he just plays good 
football. He’s flexible in 
terms of position ... I’m 
not saying it’s easy, but 
he makes it look easy.”

During the Hawkeyes’ 
first three games of the 
season, DeJean played 
cash — a specialized po-
sition in Iowa’s scheme. 

The Hawkeyes’ cash can 
function as a linebacker 
or a defensive back, drop-
ping down by the line-
backers against the run or 
hedging up by the DBs to 
defend the pass.

DeJean hasn’t been a 
listed starter at cash on 
any of the four depth 
charts Iowa Athletics has 
released this season. The 
Hawkeyes’ preseason No. 
1 at cash was junior Jestin 
Jacobs, who was injured 
during Iowa’s 7-3 win 
over South Dakota State 
Week 1. Jacobs played a 
limited number of snaps 
against Rutgers.

With Jacobs and senior 
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Iowa has found its offensive identity
The Hawkeyes’ rushing attack gained 168 yards against a Rutgers run defense that ranked second in the nation.

COLUMN

Ayrton Breckenridge/ The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Cooper DeJean intercepts a pass during a football game between Iowa and Rutgers at SHI Stadium in Piscataway, New Jersey on Sept. 24. The Hawkeyes defeated the Scarlet Knights, 27-10. DeJean’s 
interception was taken back for 45 yards.

The sophomore DB has intercepted a pass in each of his last three contests, including Saturday’s Iowa-Rutgers game.

PISCATAWAY, N.J. — 
Saturday’s Iowa-Rutgers 
game didn’t go as many 
projected it to. Initially 
billed as an Australian 
“Puntapalooza,” the con-
test featured fewer than 
10 punts between the 
Hawkeyes’ Tory Taylor 
and the Scarlet Knights’ 
Adam Korsak — who both 
hail from Melbourne, 
Australia.

Taylor punted five 
times for 213 yards and 
downed four kicks inside 
the 20-yard line. Korsak’s 
four boots netted 168 
yards. He downed two of 
his punts inside the 20.

Before the game, the 
over/under dropped as 
low as 33.5, but Iowa and 
Rutgers scored a com-
bined 37 points in what 
amounted to a 27-10 
Hawkeye win. Before Sat-
urday, the under had hit 
in each of the Hawkeyes’ 
first three matchups.

The most shocking 
development, howev-

er, was that Iowa scored 
an offensive touchdown 
against a Scarlet Knight 
defense that ranked 10th 
in the nation before kick-
off. For an offense that 
didn’t score a touchdown 
in Weeks 1 and 2, that’s 
quite an achievement.

The key to the 
Hawkeyes’ success on 
offense Saturday was the 
run game. Iowa gained 
129 yards on 38 attempts 
— about 3.4 yards per 
carry — against a Rut-
gers rush defense that 
was ranked second in the 
country.

Before Saturday’s 
game, the Scarlet Knights 
were only giving up about 
33 yards per game on the 
ground. Rutgers allowed 
just over one yard per 
rush in its first three con-
tests of the 2022 season.

Over the last two 
games, it’s almost felt 
as if the Hawkeyes have 
found their identity again 
on offense. Throughout 
Kirk Ferentz’s 24-year 
head coaching career 
at Iowa, his teams have 
always had run-first of-
fenses.

“Every step right now, 
for us, is important,” Fer-
entz said of the Hawkeyes' 
improvements on the 
ground postgame. “It’s 
one of our team goals. It’s 

pretty simple during the 
week; you want to win 
the game that’s in front 
of you and improve.”

Through their first 
two games of the year, 
the Hawkeyes gained 
115 yards on the ground. 
Against Nevada and Rut-
gers, Iowa aggregated 330 
yards and three touch-
downs rushing combined.

True freshman running 
back Kaleb Johnson is re-
sponsible for 297 of those 
yards and two of the 
touchdowns. He racked 
up 103 yards and two TDs 
against Nevada on Sept. 
17 and gained 64 yards 
versus Rutgers.

Sophomore Leshon 
Williams scored Iowa’s 
lone offensive touchdown 
Saturday. He’s racked up 
170 yards and two TDs 
this season.

Sophomore Gavin Wil-
liams, who was the No. 1 
running back on Iowa’s 
preseason depth charts, 
has gained 84 yards this 
season. He missed the 
Hawkeyes’ season-open-
er against South Dakota 
State with a reported an-
kle injury and has played 
limited snaps since then.

Initially, it seemed like 
the Hawkeyes' increased 
production on the ground 
was a fluke. Nevada 
ranked outside the top 50 

in the country in total de-
fense when the two teams 
played. 

The performance Io-
wa’s running backs put 
on Saturday night seems 
to have effectively val-
idated the Hawkeyes’ 
Week 3 showing — given 
the Hawkeyes put up 129 
yards against the No. 2 
rush defense in the coun-
try.

Iowa finding an offen-
sive identity might not 

sound like a big deal, but 
it could be the differ-
ence between a Big Ten 
West Division title for the 
Hawkeyes and a sub-.500 
record.

Before Iowa played 
its Week 3 and 4 games, 
there wasn’t one thing 
any reporter, fan, or ca-
sual observer could confi-
dently say the Hawkeyes’ 
offense was good at. Now, 
it’s obvious that Iowa’s 
strength is in the running 

game.
Finding success in one 

minute area was the first 
step Iowa needed to take 
to repair its offense. At 
the beginning of the sea-
son, offense coordina-
tor Brian Ferentz didn’t 
seem to know what his 
group is good at. Hope-
fully, he can see his team 
can run the ball efficient-
ly. Now, he should have a 
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Austin Hanson
Pregame Editor

Ayrton Breckenridge/ The Daily Iowan
Iowa running back Kaleb Johnson receives a kickoff during a football game between Iowa and Rutgers at SHI 
Stadium in Piscataway, New Jersey, on Sept. 24. The Hawkeyes defeated the Scarlet Knights, 27-10. Johnson averaged 
38.5 yards a return.
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