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Health code violations found across Johnson County
Coralville and North Liberty businesses made up the majority of violations found by the county’s health department.

Eleanor Hildebrandt
Managing Editor

Johnson County Public 
Health found 46 health code 
violations across 23 busi-
nesses over the month of 
August. None of the viola-
tions were found in the four 
Iowa City restaurants inves-

tigated over the month.

Coralville

The Konomi Japanese 
Restaurant located on 
Quarry Road had six viola-
tions on Aug. 25. Five of the 
inspection issues were re-
solved by staff at the restau-

rant while an inspector was 
onsite. 

There were no verifiable 
health reporting agree-
ments at the restaurant. 
An inspector provided the 
forms to an individual in 
charge to make copies so 
employees could sign while 
working shifts.

Raw eggs were stored 
both above ready-to-eat 
food and raw shrimp. A su-
pervisor at the store rear-
ranged a cooler to ensure 
there was no cross-contam-
ination. 

There were also no par-
asite destruction letters 
for when fish vendors gave 

products to the business.
Additionally, there was 

missing hand wash signage, 
and house-made sauces 
lacked dates. Someone in 
charge dated sauces while 
the inspector was present, 
and the inspector provided 
temporary hand-washing 
signage until the business 

could attain permanent sig-
nage. 

The Johnson County De-
partment of Public Health 
found five violations at 
Old Chicago on 2nd Street. 
When an inspector visited 
on Aug. 5, the business had 

Former University of Iowa professor 
continued to teach following allegations

John Muriello is facing charges of child pornography and distribution of methamphetamine that resulted in death. 

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
John Muriello performs in the University of Iowa Theater Department’s production of “Sunday in the Park With George” on March 4, 2019. Muriello is facing criminal charges for possession of child pornography and distributing 
methamphetamine.

IC residents reject City 
Park Pool changes

A petition with over 800 signatures claims a majority of residents 
disagree with the newly proposed design for the City Park Pool.

Cooper Worth
Assistant News Editor 

Iowa City residents are reject-
ing a newly proposed design for 
City Park Pool.

A petition with over 800 sig-
natures was presented in front of 
the Iowa City City Council during 

the public comment section of its 
formal meeting Tuesday. The pe-
tition asked the council to reject 
the recently proposed refurbish-
ments laid out in the Recreation 
Facilities and Programs Master 
Plan.

Located on 200 Park Road, City 
Park Pool is one of two historic 

Iowa City pools the city plans to 
renovate soon. The Robert A. Lee 
pool is also slated for renovation, 
located at 220 S. Gilbert St.

Changes include increasing 
the square footage of City Park 
Pool to make way for a new div-

UI releases 
streaming 
service
Residence Life Cinema is 
a streaming service offer-
ing movies and television 
shows for on-campus resi-
dents.

Colin Votzmeyer
News Reporter

University of Iowa students living on 
campus can now access select movies and 
television shows with the university’s new 
entertainment streaming service. 

Earlier this month, University Housing 
and Dining released Residence Life Cinema, 
a streaming service owned by Swank Mo-
tion Pictures, Inc. — an international film 
distributor and licensor — for students in 
residence halls. Greg Thompson, UI direc-
tor of residence education, said the service 
offers up to 400 movies, from classic films 
to new releases, that are constantly rotat-
ed. The service also offers television series. 
He explained the service is a one-year trial 
Swank presented to the UI to gauge student 
enjoyment and usage.

The UI’s Associated Residence Halls 
board initially explored and pushed for the 
service to see what more the UI could pro-
vide for on-campus residents, he said.
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Sabine Martin
Managing Editor 

Editor’s Note: This article 
makes brief mention of in-
stances of sexual misconduct 
and harassment, including 
alleged nonconsensual sexual 
acts, and drug use. 

A former University of 
Iowa School of Music pro-
fessor who is currently fac-
ing federal charges contin-
ued to teach students while 

he was under investigation 
by law enforcement. 

John Muriello, 65, was 
charged with possession 
of child pornography and 
distributing methamphet-
amine that resulted in 
death. He allegedly pos-
sessed thousands of sex-
ually explicit photos and 
videos featuring minors on 
electronic drives seized by 
the Iowa City Police Depart-
ment in May 2021.

The UI placed Muriello, a 
tenured emeritus voice and 
opera professor, on leave in 
May 2021. He retired on July 
1, 2022.

According to the UI’s 
class enrollment program, 
MyUI, Muriello was an in-
structor for several in-per-
son and online classes from 
fall 2019 to spring 2021 be-
fore he went on leave: 
•  Fall 2019: Muriello was 

listed as a team teacher 

for Performance Instruc-
tion for Non-Majors and 
the primary instructor 
for Secondary Perfor-
mance-Voice, Lower-Lev-
el Voice, Upper-Level 
Voice, Major Voice, and 
Graduate Secondary Per-
formance-Voice.

• Spring 2020: Muriello was 
a team instructor for one 
section of Performance 
Instruction for Non-ma-
jors Voice and a primary 

instructor in a second 
section of that class. He 
was also the primary in-
structor for Lower-Level 
Voice, Upper-Level Voice, 
Major Voice, and Topics 
in Vocal Performance. 

•  Fall 2020: Muriello was 
a team instructor for 
two sections of Perfor-
mance Instruction for 
Non-majors Voice and 
the primary instructor 
for Lower-Level Voice, 

Upper-Level Voice, Major 
Voice, Graduate Second-
ary Performance-Voice, 
and Survey Song Litera-
ture II. 

•  Spring 2021: Muriello 
was a team instructor 
for two sections of Per-
formance Instruction 
for Non-majors and 
the primary instructor 
for Secondary Perfor-

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
The City Park Pool is seen in Iowa City on Sept. 1. 
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80 HOURS: Prompt for the 
Planet capstone becomes 
city-wide workshop

What originally began as a senior 
capstone project in 2018 is continuing 
to raise awareness for the environ-
ment through art. 

Page 1B

Regents to consider $630 
million in state appropria-
tions approval

The regents will look at a request 
to fund Iowa’s public universities at 
its Sept. 14 and 15 meeting in Cedar 
Falls. The University of Iowa makes up 
for more than $230 million in general 
education appropriations requests, 
the most of the three public Iowa uni-
versities.
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Jordan Tovar/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City resident Michael Link, 51, plays his original song “To Tell the Truth” on his guitar in Black Hawk Mini Park on Sept. 6. Link has played multiple 
instruments since he was a child. He said his favorite musician is Prince. 

Ped Mall Music

“Part of living on campus 
is there’s an expectation of 
services that are provided 
for students,” Thompson 
said. “Just like laundry, just 
like being able to have a 
meal plan accessible … be-
ing able to have some access 
to video or digital enter-
tainment I think is starting 
to become an expectation.”

Other Big Ten universi-
ties, like the University of 
Minnesota, have similar 
dorm entertainment ser-
vices. The university offers 
students UMN-TV, a service 
with more than 120 chan-
nels. Indiana University of-
fers XFINITY Stream. 

Thompson said he was 

confident the service would 
serve UI students as more 
than just after-class enter-
tainment, expanding its us-
age for higher learning. 

“The ability to have a 
company that will work 
with us to curate and pull in 
specific titles around things 
that are happening on cam-
pus or different celebra-
tions of the various identi-
ties that we have on campus 
is just another way that we 
can supplement the mission 
of the university,” he said.

Molly Bimm, a UI trans-
fer student, lives in Catlett 
Residence Hall and was de-
lighted after hearing about 
the new streaming service. 

“I think that I would 
probably come home on 
a Friday night from class 

and look through a cate-
gory that interests me and 
pick a movie to watch for 
the night,” Bimm said. “It’s 
nice that it’s free, and it’s 
nice that I could just watch 
it right on my laptop wher-
ever.”

Emi O’Brochta, a UI third-
year student, lives off-cam-
pus and said she was upset 
when she heard the service’s 
offerings exclude off-cam-
pus students.

“[I feel] a little disappoint-
ment that when we lived in 
the dorms, we didn’t have 
access to that, and it would 
be nice,” O’Brochta said. “I 
do kind of get it because the 
cost of housing is so high 
that it makes sense that it 
would coincide with the 
cost, but it is a bit of a bum-

mer.”
Bimm said she has en-

joyed the easy-to-navigate 
layout that Residence Life 
Cinema offers for a wide 
variety of films, leading her 
to dub the service as “a stu-
dent Netflix.”

“I think I might watch 
one before my study ses-
sion,” Bimm said.

colin-votzmeyer@uiowa.edu
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mance-Voice, Lower-Lev-
el Voice, Upper-Level 
Voice, Major Voice, and 
Graduate Secondary Per-
formance-Voice. 
On May 28, 2021, Muriello 

was placed on leave. It is un-
clear if he was placed on paid 
or unpaid leave after the ac-
ademic year ended. 

The UI Human Resourc-
es investigatory suspension 
policy states in some circum-
stances, “it may be necessary 
to remove an employee from 
the workplace pending the 
outcome of a personnel/HR 
investigation.” 

The UI puts employees 
on temporary reassignment 
or administrative leave to 
allow an investigation to 
proceed without disruption 
of evidence or to preserve 
a safe, orderly, and profes-
sional work environment, 
according to the policy. 

The Daily Iowan requested 
comment from all UI School 
of Music professors of vocal 
performance and opera and 
the director to comment ei-
ther via email or in person. 
All requests were declined 

with the same response 
telling the DI to contact the 
UI’s media request team. 

The UI wrote in an official 
public statement to School 
of Music students on Aug. 
24 that individuals must be 
afforded due process, but in 
consultation with an inves-
tigating agency, the UI “can 
and does take interim steps 
to ensure the safety of our 
campus community.”

Jeneane Beck, UI Assis-
tant Vice President for Ex-
ternal Relations, did not 
share specific information 
with the DI about what 
“interim steps” were tak-
en to ensure student safety 
before placing Muriello on 
leave in May 2021. 

Reports, tips made between 
2019 and 2021

The National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren received a tip indicat-
ing that a user, thought to 
be Muriello, shared child 
pornography via Zoom in 
2019. 

According to an ICPD 
search warrant application, 
the Center received infor-
mation from Zoom Video 
Communications about 

child pornography in 2019. 
Zoom provided the user’s 
phone number, address, 
and credit card number, 
which led law enforcement 
to identify the user as likely  
being Muriello. 

The Center forwarded its 
report to ICPD in May 2021. 

The UI received its first 
tip from an anonymous 
email on April 10, 2020, 
stating it was a parent of a 
UI student who alleged ac-
cusations that Muriello was 
recording sex acts with the 
parent’s student, providing 
methamphetamines and a 
date rape drug to that stu-
dent, and possessing child 
pornography. 

The UI forwarded the 
email to the UI Police De-
partment. 

On Sept. 4, 2020, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation 
took a report from a former 
UI student. The student also 
provided Muriello’s phone 
number. 

Seven months after the 
UI received the anonymous 
email and Muriello was still 
instructing at the UI, the 
ICPD conducted a trash rip 
of Muriello’s residence and 
found syringes, needles, in-

dica, and baggies on Nov. 
20, 2020, according to the 
search warrant application. 
The indica packages had the 
names of three people, in-
cluding Muriello and Iowa 
City resident Eric Hojka, 49.  

On May 12, 2021, Hojka 
called the Iowa City police to 
report an unconscious per-
son who was later transport-
ed to UI Hospitals and Clin-
ics and pronounced dead 
from methamphetamine in-
toxication, according to the 
search warrant application.

Hojka was convicted in 
May 2021 for drug conspira-
cy resulting in death. 

The National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren received a second tip 
from an alleged friend of 
Muriello on May 8, 2021. 
The friend reported Muriello 
was in possession of several 
electronic devices with child 
pornography. The report 
was forwarded to Iowa City 
Police in May 2021. 

Law enforcement 
searched Hojka’s Iowa City 
residence in May 2021, ac-
cording to the search war-
rant application. Police 
seized multiple devices and 
a substance believed to be 

methamphetamine. Hojka 
allegedly told police in an 
interview that Muriello pro-
vided him with meth. 

Following the report, the 
state of Iowa conducted a 
search warrant on May 28, 
2021, of Muriello’s Iowa 
City residence, and multi-
ple electronic devices and 
a substance believed to be 
meth was seized, according 
to the search warrant appli-
cation. 

Text messages retrieved 
from Hojka’s phone seized 

by police indicated that Ho-
jka and Muriello were host-
ing multiple sex partners, 
and both were receiving 
shipments of narcotics.

Muriello is being held in 
the Muscatine County Jail 
without bond with a trial set 
to begin Dec. 5 in Davenport. 

If readers are struggling 
with drug addiction, please 
call the National Drug Ho-
tline at 877-724-1692.

sabine-martin@uiowa.edu

ing well, additional shaded 
lawn areas, a “lazy river” 
current channel, and a com-
munity room, according to 
the city’s master plan.

City Park Pool opened on 
June 11, 1949. On opening 
day, 1,100 people visited the 
pool, according to The Daily 
Iowan.  The final cost of the 
project was $130,000, which 
is equivalent to about $1.6 
million in 2022 dollars. 

The pool has nine 50-me-
ter lap lanes, a 25-meter 
square deep-water diving 
well, two shallow 25-meter 
pools for water aerobics and 
water walking, and a sepa-
rate shallow pool for  chil-
dren. 

The proposed redesign 
would reduce the current 
nine lanes to three while 
additionally reducing the 
size of the deep-water div-
ing well.

Juli Seydell Johnson, Iowa 
City director of parks and 
recreation, said the city 
started receiving residents’ 
input in the form of two 
phases of surveys sent over 
the past year. 

“The first phase was just 
asking people what can 
make City Park Pool an even 
better place. ‘What do you 
like about it? What else can 
be done?” she said. “Based 
on the phase one feedback, 
[the] consensus was that the 
pool should be replaced but 
maintain kind of the char-
acter as you see it now.” 

Seydell Johnson said af-
ter the initial feedback from 
phase one, city staff came 

up with a schematic draw-
ing to conceptualize the 
survey results.

Amy Kretkowski, a UI law 
professor and practicing at-
torney who organized the 
petition, said in an inter-
view with the DI that the 
pool needs to be repaired, 
but the city’s survey results 
strongly go against the pro-
posed redesign. 

“The response was un-
favorable, and people keep 
saying, in response to their 
surveys, keep the current 
footprint,” she said. 

When asked to rate if the 
renovation would better 
serve their aquatic needs: 

• 56 percent indicated 
an unfavorable re-
sponse

• 29 percent indicated 
a favorable response

• 15 percent indicated 
a neutral response

Conceptual designs of 
City Park Pool were pre-
sented to 212 respondents 
during phase two of the 
survey. 

According to report find-
ings, “the clearest message 
conveyed was that there are 
not enough lap lanes de-
picted in the conceptual de-
sign,” with indications from 
90 respondents. 

Seydell Johnson said the 
survey was intended to 
reach people from all areas 
of the Iowa City community, 
from all income ranges. 

“We definitely have a 
large population who likes 
to swim laps here, but we 
have a lot of families who 
maybe hadn’t been using 
[the pool] as much,” she 
said. “I think the feedback 

that you’re seeing now is 
after phase two, so largely 
from our lap swim users.” 

Seydell Johnson said that 
the schematic drawing is 
not final, and the current 
design was constructed to 
appeal to both traditional 
and lap swimmers. Seydell 
Johnson said it will be a 
struggle to meet the wants 
of both. 

“There’s a lot of things 
that we can improve be-
yond just the layout of the 
pool. So in the end, what 
the actual water body looks 
like is less important to me 
than the overall functional-
ity and welcoming aesthetic 
of the pool,” she said. 

Hal Ide, Iowa City resi-
dent and founding member 
of the Iowa City Open Water 

Swimmers group, said he 
signed the petition because 
the proposed design does 
not allow for the flexibility 
lap swimmers experience 
with the current design. 

“These three [lanes are] 
nowhere near enough for 
us. Iowa City has got a lot 
of healthy people, and these 
lanes get used,” Ide said. 

Seydell Johnson said con-
struction on the pool will 
begin in 2025. The project 
is expected to cost over $6 
million. 

She said the city will con-
tinue to update the layout 
before the new pool design 
is final. 

“There’s a whole other 
process ahead where we’ll 
do more community out-
reach, get more information 

from the public, and actu-
ally have full designs of the 
pool,” she said. 

cooper-worth@uiowa.edu
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Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
The City Park Pool in Iowa City is seen on Sept. 1.

http://transportation.uiowa.edu
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IC residents see increase of bats in homes
The Iowa City Police Department received more reports of bats entering homes, potentially due to migration patterns. 

numerous foods that 
were not cooled properly. 
Pepperoni, roasted mush-
rooms, garlic mayo, ba-
con, tomatoes, and meat-
balls were all held at too 
high of temperatures. 

Someone in charge at 
the establishement vol-
untarily discarded all 
of the improperly held 
foods. 

After an inspector 
found beef, cheese, and 
tomatoes that were past 
their seven-day limit for 
in-house prepared foods, 
a supervisor disposed of 
the items. 

Some cleaning supplies 
were not up to code ei-
ther, which was solved 
by someone onsite. An 
inspector also provided 
hand washing signage 
when the restaurant 
lacked proper permanent 
signage. 

Maestro Empanadas on 
10th Avenue had one vi-
olation regarding sauces 
made in house not having 
open dates on contain-
ers. Staff members added 
dates immediately. 

Tabooleh Grocery 
on 2nd Street was also 
plagued by undated 
house-made foods when 

inspectors came by on 
Aug. 24. The business had 
issues with chlorine san-
itizer solution in a dish-
washer not being strong 
enough. Both violations 
were immediately fixed 
by workers and also by 
calling a chemical provid-
er to the site. 

North Liberty

During an Aug. 16 in-
spection, the Sleep Inn 
& Suites on Madison 
Avenue had the most 
violations this month, 
with seven. There were 
no verifiable health re-
porting agreements, and 
none were provided to 
staff while an inspector 
was present. The business 
also did not have estab-
lished processes for food 
spills in any areas. 

Most of the business’s 
cleaning supplies issues 
were corrected onsite, in-
cluding improperly made 
spray solution and where 
bleach was stored in the 
business. Workers did not 
correct a hand sink lack-
ing hand washing cleans-
er.

Breakfast sausage was 
also not held at a proper 
temperature, but a work-
er removed the sausages 
and reheated them to the 
proper temperature. 

The Jalapeno Mexi-
can Restaurant on Sugar 
Creek Lane had four vi-
olations when visited by 
inspectors this month. 

An employee used con-
taminated single-use 
gloves to handle raw 
chicken and then touch 
tortillas and tongs with 
the same gloves. The 
employee discarded the 
gloves immediately, uten-
sils were replaced, and 
food was thrown away. 

Sauces were discard-
ed by an employee when 
they weren’t refrigerat-
ed properly. Additional 
sauces and meat items 
lacked dates, which were 
also fixed by workers. 

A can opener stored 
in the business had de-
bris built up on its blade. 
Someone in charge rinsed 
and cleaned the can 
opener when pointed out 
by an inspector. The tool 
had not been used that 
day. 

L. D. Express also had 
four violations. Tomatoes 
and cut lettuce were both 
held above the legal-
ly-allowed temperature, 
but an employee correct-
ed the issue. Gravy and 
house-made egg salad 
sandwiches both lacked 
proper dating, which was 
solved by an employee.

Dishes were stored im-

properly at the location 
but were moved once an 
inspector commented on 
the placement. The men’s 
restrooms also lacked 

hand washing signage 
which was corrected by 
temporary signage. 

This story is part of a 
monthly series by The Dai-

ly Iowan regarding health 
inspections at local restau-
rants.

eleanor-hildebrandt@uiowa.edu
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Archie Wagner
News Reporter 

Reports of bats entering 
homes recently increased 
in Iowa City. 

Ahava Atar, a University 
of Iowa second-year stu-
dent, and her roommate 
had a bat recently enter 
their apartment in the mid-
dle of the night.

“There was a bat flying 
around her room, and we 
had no idea what to do,” 
Atar said. 

Atar said she called the 
building’s security depart-
ment to help with the prob-
lem. Her building has a “bat 
line” to call with bat-related 
issues, which is only avail-
able from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Security was not sure 
what they could do to help, 
Atar said. When Atar and 
her roommate returned to 
the room, the bat had dis-
appeared into a wall vent.  

Atar and her roommate 
called the Iowa City Police 
Department, but after wait-
ing for 40 minutes for of-
ficers to show up, chose to 
handle the problem them-
selves. 

“We actually took our 
tongs from our kitchen 
and we kind of nudged it 
over and then eventually it 
came out,” Atar said. “It was 
screeching. We put it in a 
tub.”

One of Atar’s neighbors 
helped her and her room-
mate release the bat in the 
courtyard of her apartment. 
She said it was lucky no one 
got hurt.

Atar said she did not 
think of bats as a Midwest 
problem, but her friends 
also have bat problems in 
their apartments. 

“The police said that they 
had multiple calls from our 
location in the past week,” 
Atar said. 

The current influx of 
bats in Iowa City might be 
caused by migration pat-

terns. 
Chris Whitmore, Iowa 

City animal services coor-
dinator, said some years are 
worse than others regard-
ing bat migration, but re-
cent trends are nothing out 
of the ordinary. 

The migration of these 
bats can lead to euthani-
zations. Whitmore said 
there’s been 11 bat eutha-
nizations. 

Stephanie Shepherd, 
staff member of the Iowa 
Department of Natural Re-
sources’ Wildlife Diversi-
ty Program, said there are 
larger groups of bats mi-
grating in the summer and 
big congregations of bats in 
October. 

“They breed right before 
they go into hibernation for 
the winter,” Shepherd said. 
“This time of year specifi-
cally, it could be the young 
bats now.” 

Now is a perfect time to 
bat proof a house, either 
individually or by hiring 
a professional, Shepherd 
said. 

Open any outside win-
dows if there’s a bat flying 
around a room, Shepherd 
said. This is a way to avoid 
contact with the bat and let 
them leave on their own. 

If physical contact is nec-
essary, heavy gloves with 
padding should be worn. 
The bat should also be han-
dled for as little time as 
possible, she said. 

The influx of bats is un-
usual for Iowa City at this 
time of year, Shepherd said. 

“I’m not sure what’s go-
ing on or why even we have 
more bats now than we 
would have this summer or 
late winter,” she said. 

According to Center for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention guidelines, people 
should seek medical atten-
tion if bitten or scratched 
by wildlife and make sure to 
wash their hands .

“Other contact by itself, 
such as petting a rabid ani-
mal and contact with blood, 
urine, or feces of a rabid 
animal, does not constitute 
an exposure and is not an 
indication for postexpo-
sure vaccination,” the CDC 
states. 

Non-bite exposures rare-
ly cause rabies, the website 
states.

Natalie Davis, a UI 
fourth-year student, said 
bats continue to return to 
her apartment and pose a 
potential danger to resi-
dents’ health.

“We’ve seen them multi-
ple times, and our landlord 
seems to be to do nothing 
about it besides capturing 
one once it’s already caus-
ing damage,” Davis said. “I 
have gone to Mercy to get 
about 11 rabies shots.”

Davis said the bat situa-

tion has gotten worse lately. 
A co-worker of hers has had 
bat poop on her pillows. 

“Why am I paying so 
much in rent to live with a 
bunch of bats? The bats are 
going to have to pay rent,” 
Davis said.

katie-wagner@uiowa.edu

Bats in Iowa City

Infographic by Marandah Mangra-Dutcher

Is there a bat in your home?

• Open any windows if the bat is airborne; 
this avoids direct contact with the 
mammal.

• If physical contact is necessary, wear 
heavy padded gloves when handling it.

• Contact with the bat should be kept to a 
minimum.

Did you get scratched or bitten?

• Seek medical treatment as soon as possible.

Sources: Center for Disease Control and Stephanie Shepherd, 
sta
 member of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ 

Wildlife Diversity Program

http://stophiviowa.org
http://gettested.cdc.gov
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Opinions

Should you bring a car to campus?
Yes

Let’s be 
honest, a 
car is con-
venient to 
have as a 
student.

Wheth-
er it’s a day trip to Coral Ridge Mall 
or a weekend adventure across state 
lines, there is a world of sights and 
activities beyond Iowa City, many of 
which can’t be easily accessed by foot 
or public transportation. 

In fall 2020, almost half of the 
freshman class admitted to the UI 
were out-of-state students. With a 
car, those students would be able to 
go home to see family, friends, and 
significant others at will. Those with-
out cars usually only left Iowa City for 

holidays and breaks. 
For those with kitchens or without 

meal plans, buying groceries can get 
expensive — especially inside the city. 
A car gives these students the abili-
ty to travel to a grocery store that 
doesn’t upcharge because of location. 

Having access to a vehicle can ex-
pand your horizons for job opportu-
nities as well.

Every year, more than 7,000 stu-
dents are employed through the UI. 
However, settling for a low-paying 
on-campus job is not for everyone. A 
car gives students the ability to find 
employment or internships that fit 
their wants and needs outside of cam-
pus. 

A car may be able to save you mon-
ey in the long run, despite the cost of 
gas. 

abby-gaugler@uiowa.edu

No
Bringing 

a car to the 
University of 
Iowa cam-
pus is noth-
ing short of 
a headache.

The UI campus is not equipped for 
vehicles. Anyone with a car on campus 
knows the nightmare of parking in Iowa 
City. Parking garages are sparce, street 
parking is limited, and parking enforce-
ment officers are everywhere. 

Fortunately, there are alternative 
modes of transportation on campus.

The Cambus and NiteRide services make 
getting around Iowa City easy. Considering 
the high price tag of tuition, you might as 
well get your money’s worth with Cambus 
trips.

The Iowa City Transit is another reli-
able mode of transportation. The bus can 
take you off campus to popular locations 
like the Coral Ridge and Sycamore malls 
at a low cost. 

If you don’t want to rely solely on pub-
lic transportation, biking is a great option. 
Many streets in Iowa City have bike lanes 
allowing for safe travel on two wheels. 
This alternative is not only cheaper, but 
it’s also the more environmentally friend-
ly option. Plus, biking can keep you phys-
ically active.

Cars are also expensive. The average 
cost for one gallon of gas in Iowa is $3.45 
— that’s more than I spend on food each 
day. You also easily rack up purchases by 
using campus lots and garages.

While a car is convenient, it is unnec-
essary. Cars are expensive and a pain to 
park. You are better off hitching rides 
from your friends with cars.

sophia-meador@uiowa.edu

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Sophia Meador
Opinions Editor

Abby Gaugler
Opinions Contributor

Everybody poops. Typ-
ically, people poop three 
times a day to three 
times a week, usual-
ly with a characteristic 
brown to dark green hue. 
However, when our stool 
color changes abrupt-
ly or slowly over time, 
it can be both alarming 
and confusing. This ar-
ticle briefly covers sev-
eral hues of poop and is 
meant to inform you of 
when it might be time to 
seek an opinion from a 
health care professional. 

Normal — Brown/Green:

Stool color is heavily 
affected by our diets, but 
it gets its characteristic 
brown shade from bile ac-
ids. These are green-col-

ored chemicals produced 
and released by the liv-
er to digest fats. As they 
move through our gut, en-
zymes turn them a brown 
hue. Greener stools can 
also be healthy and may 
indicate a faster transit 
time through the gastro-
intestinal system, which 
is caused by diarrhea or 
consuming hefty servings 
of leafy vegetables.

White

White stools are associ-
ated with consumption of 
high doses of certain an-
ti-diarrheal medications 
but can also indicate a lack 
of bile in your GI system. 
This could be related to 
issues with your pancreas 
or liver. If this persists or 

accompanies other symp-
toms like fatigue, fevers, 
or skin yellowing, talk to a 
health care provider. 

Yellow

Yellow stools can be 
seen with servings of car-
rots, yams, or turmeric. 
However, if they are con-
sistently yellow, greasy, 
foul-smelling, and/or 
floating in the toilet bowl, 
it may be a sign of excess 
fat in the poop. This can 
be caused by disorders 
of absorption in the di-
gestive tract or problems 
with the pancreas not 
releasing digestive en-
zymes. It is important to 
see a doctor if this per-
sists, as this could lead to 
nutrient deficiencies in 

the future.

Red

Red stools may be the 
most alarming. Diets 
high in beets, artificial 
red/orange coloring (i.e. 
hot Cheetos/Takis), cran-
berries, or tomato juice 
can be the culprit. How-
ever, it can sometimes 
be a sign of bleeding in 
the lower GI tract (duo-
denum-anus). Common-
ly, small amounts of red 
blood are associated with 
hemorrhoids, which are 
dilated veins near the 
rectum that can bleed 
when stool passes. These 
can be painful, or if they 
are high up in the rec-
tum, painless. This can 
be treated by over-the-

counter ointments, but a 
health care provider may 
also be able to help. If 
bleeding persists and is 
associated with nausea, 
dizziness, or fevers, see 
a health care provider 
ASAP.

Black

Black stools can be 
caused by diets high in 
black licorice or medi-
cines like iron supple-
ments and Pepto-Bismol. 
Black stools can also be 
formed by blood in your 
upper GI tract (mouth to 
duodenum), which is di-
gested and blackened as 
it moves through your 
intestines. Black stools 
should always be investi-
gated, and if present with 

other symptoms like nau-
sea, abdominal pain, or 
dizziness, should require 
prompt presentation to 
an urgent care or emer-
gency room. 

In summary, our stool 
is often affected by what 
we eat but can occasion-
ally be a sign of an un-
derlying health issue. 
Vigilance, understanding, 
and a willingness to share 
this important informa-
tion with your health care 
provider are the most im-
portant steps for knowing 
if your poop is normal or 
worth a closer look.

 
Samuel Choice, 

3rd Year Medical Student, 
Carver College of Medicine, 

Class of 2024

Despite the taboo of talking about your bowel movements, communication with your healthcare provider 
about your stool colors is essential.

What colors are normal in the bathroom

On the right side of history

Not all African art in the 
U.S. and Europe has been 
looted or needs to be re-
turned to its home. 

The new Stanley Muse-
um of Art building at the 
University of Iowa exem-
plifies how museums can 
amplify the art and culture 
of historically marginalized 
groups. 

At the UI, thousands of 
African artifacts are on ex-
hibit. The Stanley Museum 
alone has a collection of 
over 2,500 African artifacts. 

Where did this collection 
come from? Mainly white, 
upper-class donors who 
have no ethnic or genetic 
links to African culture. 

At first glance, this idea 
may be sickening to Africans 
like me. But I prejudged the 
work done by historians and 
museum collection special-
ists on campus. After speak-
ing with Lauren Lessing, the 
Stanley Museum director, 
and Cory Gundlach, curator 
of African art, I gained a new 
understanding. 

African artifacts have a 
place in U.S. and European 
museums if those working 
with culturally significant 
items dedicate themselves 
to understanding the role 
they play in creating a just 
and equitable world.

Gudlach traveled to 

countries in Africa and 
made profound connec-
tions with professors, his-
torians, and artists. His 
academic journey led to an 
appreciation and career in 
African artwork.

“Representing the peo-
ple these works come from 
is a goal for the museum,” 
Gundlach said. 

In 2019, Gundlach cu-
rated an exhibit featuring 
Amazigh artwork called 
“Follow Her Lead.” Along-
side Boston University Pro-
fessor Cynthia Becker, the 

two gave a presentation on 
the subject at the UI. Beck-
er  advocates for the Ama-
zigh people in her book, 
“Amazigh Arts in Morocco: 
Women Shaping Berber 
Identity,” which is available 
at UI libraries. 

“Homecoming,” the 
Stanley Museum’s inaugu-
ral exhibition that launched 
on Aug. 26, features a mix-
ture of African, Asian, and 
indigenous art collections 
alongside other works the 
Stanley Museum holds near 
and dear. 

Africans and their de-
scendants living in other 
countries have called for re-
distribution of stolen relics 
in recent years. One exam-
ple is the housing of cultur-
al and religious items from 
Indigenous African nations 
around the world. 

A museum housing Af-
rican art may not seem in 
line with UI diversity and 
inclusion goals, but profes-
sionals at the Stanley Mu-
seum are working to make 
amends when necessary. 

“The Stanley Museum’s 

mission statement does 
not align with maintain-
ing looted art in our col-
lection,” Lessing said. “We 
have not waited for a proc-
lamation from a larger mu-
seum to set a course to fol-
low. Over time, if we have 
suspected a piece was sto-
len, we have done our best 
to return these items home. 
We want to be on the right 
side of history.” 

We must remember that 
colonization is ongoing 
in the 21st century. The 
people affected have not 

forgotten the harms done 
to them by the Western 
idea of civilization. Part of 
repairing these harms is 
centering Africans in the 
narratives that most affect 
their communities. 

“Africa is the place from 
which all contemporary art 
flows,” Lessing said. “Mov-
ing Africa from the periph-
eral to the center of history 
is important.”

“‘Fragments of the Can-
on: African Art from the 
Saunders and Stanley 
Collections’ is a current 
exhibition centering the 
African art collection of  
Meredith Saunders, a Black 
Iowan, ophthalmologist, 
and philanthropist whose 
collection has received lit-
tle attention in the past 
at the Stanley Museum of 
Art,” Gundlach said. 

Gundlach will host a talk 
on UI campus about Dr. 
Saunders’ collection and 
the Stanley Museum’s ex-
hibit on Sept 15. 

While originally intend-
ing to write this piece on 
the harms of museum prac-
tices and predatory art col-
lecting in Africa, I’m happy 
I gave the staff at the Stan-
ley Museum a chance to 
share their thoughts. 

Speaking with Gundlach 
and Lessing showed me that 
beautiful art and passion-
ate people primarily creates 
more opportunity for edu-
cation and cultural appre-
ciation. The good news is, 
on UI campus, starting that 
type of journey is only a 
short Cambus ride away.

yasmina-sahir@uiowa.edu 

Stanely Museum of Art staffers hope to continue building connections with African historians and artists. 

THE DOC IS IN

Yasmina Sahir
Opinions Columnist

Larry Phan/The Daily Iowan
The construction of the Stanley Museum is shown on Sept. 14, 2021.



    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  | WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2022 SPORTS 5A

“dream scenario for every 
coach.”

He also said all three 
returning players bring 
different strengths to 
the team. The ninth-year 
head coach compliment-
ed Roling for her athlet-
icism and effectiveness 
in one-on-one situations, 
Bundy for her high soccer 
intelligence, and John-
ston for her work rate and 
versatility.

DiIanni said it will 
be a gradual process to 
get players back to full 
strength, reacclimate 
them to the speed of play, 
and keep them healthy — 
especially with injuries 
keeping them from train-
ing.

“They just started re-
ally practicing at a high 
level,” DiIanni said. “And 
so, there are other play-
ers that have also done a 
good job that they're go-
ing to have to beat out for 
some minutes.”

While DiIanni was op-
timistic about the future, 
he said it’s key that play-
ers continue to buy in, 
stay invested, and work 
hard to get better every 
day.

“This team has a lot 
of potential,” DiIanni 
said. “But we need to be 
able to spend some time 
practicing and playing 
together with the group 
back healthy. And I think 
that'll take some time.”

samuel-knupp@uiowa.edu

small tangible things that 
we can fix in the moment 
and then move forward 
and set goals,” Mannix 
said. “It doesn’t help to 
have a negative attitude; 
I learned that the hard 
way. I think working with 
others, trying to find the 
positives, and just finding 
the small things at once to 
work on so you eventually 
reach your goals.” 

Mannix said she was a 
natural leader during her 
time in Iowa City.

“I’ve always been pret-

ty outspoken, and I en-
joy being around people,” 
Mannix said. “I like to mo-
tivate others and to put a 
smile on people’s faces, so 
I think that naturally helps 
me be in a leadership role.”

Mannix said her favorite 
part of tennis is studying 
not only her opponent, but 
her own game as well.

“Technically it’s very 
detailed and strategic; I 
just really like the idea of 
solving a puzzle during 
matches and figuring out 
how to beat my opponent 
while also sticking with my 
own game plan,” Mannix 
said. 

After four seasons as 
a Hawkeye, Mannix isn’t 
ready to ride out into the 
sunset just yet. While she 
said she wants to become 
a college tennis coach, a 
tennis tournament direc-
tor, or an agent, competing 
remains her top priority. 

“After having a tough 
year last year, it is really 
motivational to turn the 
program around and get to 
where we were going orig-
inally,” Mannix said. “I still 
love to compete. I still love 
to play.” 

matthew-r-mcgowan@uiowa.edu 

SOCCER
Continued from 6A

Johnny Jarnigan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa midfielder Kellen Fife controls the ball during a soccer game between Iowa and DePaul at the University of Iowa Soccer Complex on Aug. 28. 

MANNIX
Continued from 6A

Isabella Cervantes/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Samantha Mannix prepares to receive a serve from Northwestern during a women’s tennis match between Iowa and Michigan State at the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex on April 27.

man, recording 341 kills 
and 235 digs. She led the 
team with 41 service aces, 
putting her third in the 
American Athletic Con-
ference in 2021.

In December 2021, 
Iowa announced Barnes 
as its new head coach. In 
January, Urquhart trans-
ferred to Iowa to reunite 
with Barnes.  

Urquhart is one of two 
Tulane transfers who 
joined the Hawkeye pro-
gram alongside Iowa 
team captain and junior 
middle hitter Anna Davis. 
In total, Barnes brought 

in seven transfers to 
make up the 2022 squad.

Urquhart’s familiari-
ty and relationship with 
Barnes made the trans-
fer a lot easier, she said. 
Meeting her teammates 
motivated her for the 
season. 

“The transfer coming 
over with him was really 
good,” Urquhart said. “And 
meeting everyone here 
and seeing everyone want 
to put in so much work 
and get better really mo-
tivated me to want to do 
better for everybody else.”

Urquhart has already 
become a staple in Iowa’s 
lineup, as she can play all 
six rotations. Barnes said 

Urquhart will be someone 
the Hawkeyes rely on a 
lot, but she is prepared for 
the challenge.

Through four games this 
season, Urquhart has 40 
kills and 3.07 kills per set 
— leading the Hawkeyes 
in both categories. 

“She's just an incredible 
kid and person,” Barnes 
said. “We are going to rely 
on her a good bit. She plays 
six rotations all around … 
does every skill. She’s one 
of those kids that every 
team has that they rely a 
lot on, and she's got the 
mentality to do it. Bright 
future for her.”

mckenna-roering@uiowa.edu

URQUHART
Continued from 6A
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

STAT OF THE DAY

“When we get stopped on 
third down and they’re booing, 
I feel the same way.”

— Iowa QB Spencer Petras on fans 
booing from the stands.

—  Interceptions thrown by Spencer 
Petras in his last eight games.

Hawkeye soccer gains depth
After freshmen played heavily in the first six games, Iowa is gaining depth with injured 

players returning to the field.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa midfielder Kellen Fife passes the ball during a soccer game between Iowa and Kansas at the Iowa Soccer Complex in Iowa City on Aug. 25. 

Sam Knupp
Sports Reporter 

With freshmen receiv-
ing heavy playing time and 
injured players returning, 
Iowa soccer is gaining depth 
early in the season.

Injuries hit the Hawkeyes 
hard, as sophomores Kenzie 
Roling and Addie Bundy, ju-
nior Maggie Johnston, and 
graduate transfer Cassidy 
Formanek all missed time 
with various afflictions. 

Additionally, junior goal-
keeper Macy Enneking has 
been out since she was in-
jured at Cal Poly on Aug. 21. 
Head coach Dave DiIanni 

has not provided a timeta-
ble for when Enneking will 
return after she ran into a 
teammate and was carted 
off the field.

Juniors Jalyn Mosley, Zoe 
Bessert, and Cassidy For-
manek are also still recov-
ering from their respective 
injuries, though DiIanni ex-
pects Formanek will return 
to the field soon. 

Roling, Bundy, and John-
ston returned last week. 
Roling and Bundy saw their 
first minutes of the season 
Aug. 28 against DePaul, and 
Johnston returned on Sept. 
1 against Pacific.

The abundance of inju-
ries early in the year provid-
ed chances to players who 
likely wouldn’t have played 
as much otherwise — specif-
ically Iowa’s freshmen.

Freshmen Kellen Fife, 
Brooklyn Woods, and Ca-
mille Welker are all in the 
top 10 in minutes played for 
the Hawkeyes this season, 
averaging 58.33, 56.83, and 
51.5 minutes per game, re-
spectively. Not far behind is 
Halle Skibo, averaging 48.17 
minutes per game.

Both Welker and Fife 
scored their first career 
goals in Iowa’s 4-0 win over 

DePaul on Aug. 28.
DiIanni said the fresh-

men’s experiences will 
likely make the Hawkeyes a 
better, deeper team.

“These freshmen are 
getting a very up-close, re-
al-life experience in terms 
of what it takes to be a Big 
Ten soccer player, and a stu-
dent athlete, to be honest 
— balancing all that every 
day,” DiIanni said. “This can 
make us better in the end.”

On the mental side, Di-
Ianni said the freshmen’s 
minutes can help them 
build confidence and be 
more strategically prepared.

“It’s not only that indi-
vidual [confidence], but it's 
trust and confidence that 
you give to your team-
mates,” DiIanni said. “And 
so that's something that 
we're working on right 
now. And we're trying to 
build confidence and trust 
amongst each other, and ul-
timately, that's chemistry.”

With injured players re-
turning, the Hawkeyes seem 
to have more than 11 qual-
ity players with starting ex-
perience. DiIanni described 
the additional depth as a 
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Mannix returns
Entering her final season as a Hawkeye, the fifth-year senior is 

ready to lead the women’s tennis team. 

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's Samantha Mannix serves the ball at the second round of the Big Ten Women's Tennis Tournament at the Hawkeye Tennis and 
Recreation Building in Iowa City on April 28.

Matt McGowan
Sports Reporter

Samantha Mannix has always had plenty of com-
petition. 

Growing up, Mannix often played games against 
her siblings. Given her competitiveness, it wasn’t 
a question whether she would return for her fifth 
season on the Iowa women’s tennis team. 

Fueled by her ambition and natural leadership 
qualities, Mannix is looking forward to the upcom-
ing season. Hoping to be a source of positivity for 
the team, she approaches tennis with a flexible, 
goal-oriented mindset rooted in her desire to suc-
ceed.

“I just love to win, love to compete,” Mannix said. 
“Especially at the college level, winning is so much 
more fun because you’re contributing to a team at-
mosphere, and that is something that you don’t get 
to do at any other level of tennis.” 

Teamwork has not always been familiar to Man-
nix. While she did play on her high school team a 
few months a year, Mannix said she mostly repre-
sented herself on the court. Making the transition 
to college required a shift in attitude. 

“I’ve had to learn to put my emotions aside and 
do what was the best for the team and not just my-
self,” Mannix said. “There are times when I could 
lose my individual match, but the team ends up 
winning, so you have to embrace the team win and 
just work on your individual things to hopefully 
contribute to the win next week.” 

Mannix also acclimated to new conditions during 
the height of the pandemic, which occurred prior to 
her junior year. 

Void of human competition, Mannix focused on 
individual aspects of the game.

“I worked a lot on my backhand, and some oth-
er respects like serving at targets,” Mannix said. “I 
didn’t have a lot of competition, so it was a lot of 
mental skills off-court, some footwork on-court, 
some adjustments to certain strokes. For the most 
part, it was trying to find the joy in not competing 
and just working on the things that I could control.” 

After compiling a 4-1 singles record during the 
fall of 2021, Mannix went 9-10 overall in singles in 
the spring of 2022.  

“I think how I handle adversity is to just find the 
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Urquhart’s 
journey to 
Iowa
The sophomore outside 
hitter transferred from 
the Green Wave after new 
head coach Jim Barnes 
joined the program.

Kenna Roering
Sports Reporter

Iowa volleyball outside hitter Michelle 
Urquhart is one of the nine newcomers 
on the 2022 squad. The 6-foot-1 Virginia 
Beach native has made a quick impact on 
the Hawkeyes, but she has a storied volley-
ball journey.

Urquhart started playing volleyball at 
around 7-years-old, and her love for the 
sport continued as she started playing in a 
recreational league. After Urquhart’s coach 
motivated her to keep playing, she joined 
a travel volleyball team — the East Coast 
Volleyball Academy. 

She started with ECVC on the 15s squad 
and played with them until she left to pur-
sue her academic and volleyball career at 
Tulane. 

Along with travel ball, Urquhart attend-
ed Kempsville High School in Virginia 
Beach. She was a two-year team captain 
and three-year letterwinner, also earning 
first-team All-State, first-team All-Region, 
and Region Player of the Year her junior 
season.

Urquhart said her recruitment was a 
long process, and she was a late addition to 
Tulane’s 2021 signing class. But Tulane is 
where she met Iowa volleyball’s new head 
coach, Jim Barnes.

“Me and him have a really good relation-
ship,” Urquhart said about Barnes. “There’s 
not a bad bone in his body. Everything he 
does, it’s always with a smile on his face. 
He’s always trying to make us better.”

Barnes spent six seasons as Tulane’s 
head coach from 2016-21, posting a 61-
42 record. Urquhart joined him in his last 
season with the Green Wave, and she 
started 31 of 32 matches as a true fresh-
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Tory Taylor named Big Ten Special 
Teams Player of the Week

The Big Ten Conference an-
nounced Monday that Iowa junior 
punter Tory Taylor is the special 
teams player of the week. 

Taylor booted a career-high 10 
punts on Saturday in the Hawkeyes’ 
7-3 victory over South Dakota State. 
The reigning Big Ten Punter of the 
Year averaged 47.9 yards per punt, 
downing six within the 12-yard line.

This season, Taylor is an Athlon 
Sports preseason All-American and 
is on the preseason watchlist for 
the Ray Guy Award — given to the 
nation’s best punter. Taylor was a 
semifinalist for the award last sea-
son. 

This is Taylor’s second career 
player of the week honor — he 
earned his first following his perfor-
mance against Iowa State on Sept. 
11, 2021. Iowa will play Iowa State 
at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday at 
3 p.m.

Keagan Johnson missing from 
Week 2 depth chart

The Iowa football team released 
its Week 2 depth chart ahead of 
Saturday's Cy-Hawk game at Kinnick 
Stadium on Monday. Three names 
were unexpectedly missing from the 
Hawkeyes' two-deep: Keagan John-
son, Jestin Jacobs, and Jermari Harris.

Johnson was listed on the 
Hawkeyes' Week 1 depth chart, but 
he did not participate in Iowa's sea-
son-opener against South Dakota 
State. Little is known about Johnson's 
status. Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz 
has previously called Johnson's avail-
ability "touch and go."

The last concrete update Iowa 
Athletics publicly provided regarding 
Johnson's health came ahead of the 
2022 Citrus Bowl in Orlando. John-
son was declared out with a "non-
COVID-19-related illness" before the 
Hawkeyes were defeated, 20-17, by 
the Kentucky Wildcats.

"He still hasn't been with the 
team," Ferentz said Tuesday after-
noon. "He hasn't practiced with the 
team. He's with the team but hasn't 
practiced. So, I don't think this week 
you can expect him."

The Hawkeyes will be without 
their top two receivers on Satur-
day, as Ferentz ruled Keagan out of 
the Cy-Hawk matchup. Senior Nico 
Ragaini was also absent from Iowa's 
Week 1 depth chart. He's not listed on 
the Hawkeyes' Week 2 two-deep ei-
ther. At an Aug. 30 press conference, 
Ferentz said Ragaini could miss a 
couple weeks with a "medical issue."

Starting in place of Ragaini and 
Johnson are sophomore Arland Bruce 
and redshirt freshman Alec Wick. 
Bruce and redshirt freshman Brody 
Brecht are the only scholarship wide 
receivers listed on the Hawkeyes' 
Week 2 depth chart. Wick and soph-
omore backup Jack Johnson are the 
other wideouts on Iowa's two-deep 
— both of whom are walk-ons.

On the defensive side of the ball, 
Iowa will likely be without Jacobs, 
who made five tackles before sus-
taining an injury the Hawkeyes' Week 
1 game.

"Yeah, I assume this is good 
news," Ferentz said Sept. 3. "It wasn't 
a joint. It sure looked like it on the 
field. So, it's soft tissue, and those 
can drag out, too, as we know, but 
at least it wasn't a joint. That would 
have been bad."

Harris, who served a suspension 
during Week 1 of the college football 
season, was also absent from Iowa's 
depth chart on Monday. Ferentz 
handed the junior the one-game sus-
pension in April on account of an OWI 
charge police gave Harris on April 17. 
Harris was stopped at the intersec-
tion of Riverside Drive and Myrtle Av-
enue in Iowa City. Police documents 
indicate Harris was driving without 
headlights on. His Blood Alcohol 
Content was .096.

Harris was a projected starter on 
the depth charts Iowa Athletics re-
leased in March and July, respectively. 
Senior Terry Roberts, who started at 
left corner on Sept. 3 while Harris was 
suspended, is still the Hawkeyes' list-
ed starter. Harris' name doesn't even 
appear in any of the backup roles Iowa 
has in its defensive backfield. Ferentz 
said Harris is doubtful for the game on 
Saturday. 

Saturday's Iowa Corn Cy-Hawk 
Game is set to begin at 3 p.m. and 
air live on the Big Ten Network. The 
Hawkeyes have won the last six Cy-
Hawk games. Iowa and Iowa State 
haven't played at Kinnick Stadium 
since 2018.

8 



Prompt for the Planet capstone 
becomes city-wide workshop

In 2018, a UI senior chose to do her 
capstone project on raising awareness 

for the environment through art. Five 
years later, she co-founded the

non-profit Prompt for the Planet.

September 7, 2022
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ART

 

Parker Jones
Arts Editor

Although #DisneyPlusDay was initially created to celebrate the streaming ser-
vice’s second anniversary, the day now marks the annual revelation of upcoming 
content for all of Disney’s online streaming releases. 

On Sept. 8, content from Disney, Pixar, Marvel, Star Wars, National Geographic, 
and many more brands synonymous with the site will drop for members. 

Notable releases include the upcoming live-action “Pinocchio” remake, the on-
line release of “Thor: Love and Thunder,” the new Disney+ original series “Cars on 
the Road,” as well as the new Disney-villain-based “Simpsons” movie “The Simp-
sons — Welcome to the Club.”

Alongside new films and series, there will also be a handful of behind-the-
scenes productions released on Disney+ Day, including “Obi-Wan Kenobi: A Jedi’s 
Return” and “Marvel Studios Assembled: The Making of Thor: Love and Thunder.” 
The streaming site’s very first feature-length Spanish language film will also drop 
in the form of a chilling thriller titled “Tierra Incógnita.”

Last year, Disney treated its fans to a plethora of unannounced content, includ-
ing first looks and new content trailers, exclusive clips, and social media appear-
ances from Disney+ creators and stars. 

In 2022, Disney+ Day will fall the day before the 2022 D23 Expo Convention, an 
annual event where Disney announces several upcoming projects, films, and other 
content. The expo will also be a special one. It’s not only the first convention held 
since the beginning of the pandemic, but it will also celebrate 100 years of the 
official Walt Disney company’s existence.  

As a result of the expo taking up most of the media attention, it is unlikely Dis-
ney+ Day will be as sensational as last year’s, but fans can still hope for another 
year jam-packed with streaming releases.

parker-jones@uiowa.edu

Illustration by Molly Milder

STREAMING HIGHLIGHT:

Weekend Events

8
THURSDAY

9
FRIDAY

10
SATURDAY

11
SUNDAY

Playlist
Game Day Ditties

We Will Rock You
Queen

Mr. Brightside
The Killers

We Are The Champions
Queen

Thunderstruck
AC/DC

Astronaut in the Ocean
Masked Wolf

Bulletproof
La Roux

WHATS POPPIN
Jack Harlow 

• TEXAS HIPPIE COALITION
6:30 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHING-
TON ST. 

MISC.

Back in Black
AC/DC

INDUSTRY BABY
Lil Nas X and Jack Harlow

Sweet Caroline
Neil Diamond

Seven Nation Army
The White Stripes

The Hills
The Weeknd

Bad Girls
M.I.A.

Magic
Yung Gravy

Disney+ Day 2022

MUSICMUSIC
• KARAOKE
5 P.M., LA WINE BAR & RESTAU-
RANT, 180 BURLINGTON ST. 

MUSIC
• NORTH POINT - GAMBLERS 
BAND 
4 P.M., 621 CENTER POINT ROAD NE.

• CHIPMUNK’D BY MEGAN GO-
GERTY
2 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATRE 119 E. 
COLLEGE ST.

• DAVID BROMBERG QUINTET
7:30 P.M., THE ENGLERT THEATRE, 
221 E. WASHINGTON ST.

• COLLEGE GREEN GROUP RIDE
5:30 P.M., COLLEGE GREEN PARK, 
600 E. COLLEGE ST.

• LIVE MUSIC ON PATIO
5:30 P.M., BACKPOCKET BREWING, 
903 QUARRY ROAD

• CITY HIGH DANCE TEAM FALL 
KIDS CLINIC
10 P.M., IOWA CITY HIGH SCHOOL, 
1900 MORNINGSIDE DR.

• HOW DO WE LOOK?: RACIAL 
RECKONING THROUGH COMICS
10 A.M., IOWA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 123 
LINN ST. 

• IOWA CITY FARMERS MARKET 
7:30 A.M., 405 E. WASHINGTON ST.

• FAMILY STORYTIME
10:30 A.M., IOWA CITY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY

• BODY PARTS 
10 A.M., THE ARTIFACTORY, 120 N. 
DUBUQUE ST. 

• FOILING WORKSHOP
1 P.M., THE ARTIFACTORY 

• PROMPT FOR THE PLANET
2 P.M., THE ENGLERT THEATRE 221 E. 
WASHINGTON ST.

• AUTUMN WILD MEDICINE
2 P.M., HICKORY HILL PARK, 800 
CONKLIN LN.

• FAMILY SUNDAY FUNDAY
2 P.M., UNIMPAIRED DRY BAR 125 E. 
BURLINGTON ST.

• LONG POSE STUDIO GROUP
9 A.M., THE ARTIFACTORY 120 N. 
DUBUQUE ST.

• CRAFT GUILD OF IOWA CITY 
OPEN HOUSE
1 P.M., CRAFT GUILD, 815 OAKLAND 
AVE.

MISC. MISC.

MISC.

• FREE YOGA AT UNIMPAIRED
6 P.M., UNIMPAIRED DRY BAR, 125 E. 
BURLINGTON ST.

• POLO G
8 P.M., XTREAM ARENA, 200 E. 9TH 
ST.

• CHIPMUNK’D BY MEGAN GO-
GERTY
7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATRE 119 E. 
COLLEGE ST.

• EXHIBIT OPENING CELEBRA-
TION: A HUB, A NETWORK, AN 
ARCHIVE
4 P.M., MAIN LIBRARY GALLERY, 125 
W. WASHINGTON ST. 

• SUNSET SALSA
6 P.M., PEDESTRIAN MALL, 210 S. 
DUBUQUE ST.

• FAMILY ART - TAPE RESIST
2 P.M., ROBERT A. LEE COMMUNI-
TY RECREATION CENTER, 220 S. 
GILBERT ST.

• GRADUATE SESSIONS: BLAKE 
SHAW
5 P.M., GRADUATE FOOD HALL, 210 
S. DUBUQUE ST.

• HART-PARKER
6 P.M., WILSON’S ORCHARD & FARM, 
823 DINGLEBERRY ROAD NE.

ART

• INDIGO! ART EXHIBITION
4 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE, 229 N. 
GILBERT ST.

• BRITTANY SWORD LIVE WITH 
BAND
11 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE AND DIVE, 211 
IOWA AVE. 

THEATER

• AMPLIFIED RAINBOW: A GROUP 
EXHIBITION BY ARTISTS AT SUI
5 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE

• BIG GROVE HAWKEYE GAMEDAY 
PARTY
11 A.M., BIG GROVE BREWERY & 
TAPROOM, 1225 S. GILBERT ST. 

• THE PICTURE SHOW: KIKI’S 
DELIVERY SERVICE
11 A.M., FILMSCENE ON THE PED 
MALL, 118 E. COLLEGE ST. 

• STREET DINNER
6 P.M., GOOSETOWN CAFE, 203 N. 
LINN ST.

ART

THEATER

ART

• EXHIBIT: A HUB, A NETWORK, 
AN ARCHIVE
4 P.M., MAIN LIBRARY GALLERY, 125 
W. WASHINGTON ST. 
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Puzzle solutions on page 2

No. 0803

Across

Down

 1 Like some testimony
 5 Carpenter’s bladed tool
 8 New ones may be sleep-deprived
12 ___ al pastor (Mexican street food order)
14 Pool accessory
15 Live it up
16 With 30- and 49-Across, test question to
 be answered by filling in the correct circle
19 Park City getaway, say
20 Competed with
21 “___ My Ride” (2004-07 MTV series)
22 Not much
23 Ooze
25 Certain workshop worker
27 His name means “desire”
30 See 16-Across
34 Pair in a dinghy
35 Character in “Face/Off”?
36 Rice bowl garnish

37 Mich. neighbor
38 Petting zoo sound
39 Drill sergeant’s word
41 ___ Ray (pioneer in Surrealist photography)
42 Like a cloudless night
44 “Here!”
46 Healthful practices, collectively
48 Supernatural sights
49 See 16-Across
51 Part of a Velcro shoe
54 Anomalous
55 Sign of burnout?
59 Swahili word meaning “freedom”
60 One of two in Monopoly
61 Like rusty pipes, perhaps
62 Genre for Mary J. Blige
63 Prefix with conscious
64 Leafy shelter from the sun

1 Redding with 11 Top 40 hits
 2 Prioritize, in a way
 3 Juice stand berry
 4 What microchips help to find
 5 Like singing in the rain, usually
 6 Make a knight, e.g.
 7 Striped aquarium denizen
 8 Leader of the Decepticons in the
 “Transformers” series
 9 ___ Office
10 Something shared a lot online
11 Musher’s vehicle
13 Improv show’s lack
15 “This vacuum sucks! 5 stars,” for one
17 Part of a wheel
18 Trudeau’s party: Abbr.
23 Song sung at sea
24 Wildlife identifier
26 Pasture
28 Start of a famous line from a balcony
29 Genetic variant
30 Rushing sound
31 Declaration when putting one’s foot down
32 Confined
33 Nudges in the right direction
38 Place for rounds of draft picks
40 Hue such as pale mint or lilac
43 Slowing down, musically: Abbr.
45 It’s destiny!
47 Classical lyric poem
48 Meeting format
50 Ending with spasm
51 Big ___
52 Hip-hop article
53 Word with end or earned
56 Mars ___
57 Barely make, with “out”
58 Bread choice

Prompt for the Planet is revived
What started as a senior capstone project continues to raise awareness for the environment through art.

Grace Kreber/The Daily Iowan
Tricia Windschitl, cofounder and director of the LENA Project and sponsor of Prompt for the Planet, poses for a portrait on Sept. 2.

Olivia Augustine
Arts Reporter

What started as a se-
nior capstone project lat-
er birthed an Iowa City 
non-profit organization 
dedicated to motivating en-
vironmental change. 

Tricia Windschitl, 
co-founder and director 
of the Lessen, Empower, 
Notice, Act (LENA) Proj-
ect, decided it was time 
to reopen the project  
that started it all.

“Prompt for the Planet, 
Chapter 2” came out of the 
gate with new workshops 
and events promoting en-
vironmentalism through 
an art lens. Its next event, 
“Prompt of the Planet: 
Community Creates,” will 
take place at the Englert 
Theater on Sept. 11.

Prompt for the Plan-
et began in 2018 when 
University of Iowa senior 
Shannon Nolan chose a 
capstone project about 
the intersection of art and 
environmentalism. For 
her capstone, Nolan asked 
students to reflect on the 
Earth’s condition. Her pro-
fessor David Gould fell in 
love with the idea.

Gould said Nolan “had a 
glass half-full approach” to 
a serious problem. While 
many students had suc-
cessful and important cap-
stone projects in the class, 

something about Nolan’s 
dedication to the cause  
was unmatched. 

“What made Shannon’s 
[capstone project] unique 
was that she was really tar-
geting the masses,” he said. 
“She was trying to create a 
brush fire — part of it was 
education, part of it was 
information, part of it was 
helping people to see the 
dangers that she saw — but 
her objective was to get 
them to jump into the bus 
and come along with her.”

To write the prompt for 
the project, Gould con-
nected Nolan to Amanda 
Gorman. Gorman was a 
19-year-old Harvard stu-
dent at the time and was 
the first Youth Poet Lau-
reate at 16-years-old. She 
later became the youngest 
inaugural poet. Gorman’s 
prompt gets at the heart of 
Prompt for the Planet:

“Think of one element 
and speak in its voice 
through pictures and 
words,” Gorman wrote in 
the prompt. “Think of it 
as creating an open letter 
from the planet.”

Nolan and Gould worked 
with UI students and en-
gaged the Iowa City com-
munity, which caught the 
eye of Windschitl, the di-
rector of Preucil Preschool. 

Windschitl’s preschool 
class focused on the trees 
in their playground and 

what stories they would 
tell if they had voices, so 
she said Nolan’s project 
fit well into the curricu-
lum. She invited Nolan 
and Gould to her school to 
discuss the prompt with 
her 30 students — the 
youngest to interact with  
Gorman’s prompt. 

Nolan and Gould fre-
quently visited the pre-
school, and the semester 
ended after a successful 
showcase with art, mu-
sic, and a poetry reading 
of Gorman’s response to  
the prompt. 

Prompt for the Planet 
ended, but Windschitl and 
her students were still en-
tranced by the project. The 
kids continued to ponder 
how to “help the Earth be 
the best Earth.” 

“It really moved them 
in a way I didn’t realize on 
that day,” Windschitl said. 
“But when we came back to 
school the following week, 
I just noticed these little 
homemade signs that they 
were making and putting 
up on our wall with plastic 
bags and straws with an ‘X’ 
through it saying, ‘don’t 
use these.’”

The first chapter of 
Prompt for the Planet may 
have concluded, but Wind-
schitl wasn’t ready to close 
the book. She started The 
LENA Project — named 
after a turtle illustrated by 

one child — to keep envi-
ronmental awareness alive 
in Iowa City.

In the five years since the 
LENA Project began, Wind-
schitl has worked to bring 
environmentalism to pre-
schoolers, UI students, and 
every other member of the 
Iowa City community. 

One of their most notable 
projects was the “Straw-
less Initiative,” where 
the children asked local 
businesses to stop using 
plastic straws and raised 
awareness throughout  
the community.

Though the LENA Proj-
ect took off, it seemed 
Prompt for the Planet had 
come to a close. That was 
until Joe Biden’s 2021 in-
auguration, when Gorman 
read her poem, “The Hill 
We Climb.” With so many 
people researching Gorman 
online, her prompt resur-
faced, and responses from 
all over the country started 
flooding Gould’s mailbox.

A specific response from 
a nine-year-old girl from 
the East Coast stuck in 
the minds of both Wind-
schitl and Gould, and they 
couldn’t stand the idea 
of kids like her not be-
ing able to get involved  
with writing.

“It’s absolutely beauti-
ful. It’s the next Amanda 
Gorman. It was unbeliev-
able,” Gould said about the  

girl’s poem.
With this in mind, Wind-

schitl decided to turn to the 
next page of the LENA Proj-
ect: “Prompt for the Planet, 
Chapter 2.”

For the revival of Prompt 
for the Planet, the LENA 
Project partnered with 
PromptPress to put on 
events and workshops. 
PromptPress is an arts 
journal based in Iowa City 
that routinely prompts dif-
ferent questions for artistic 
responses. 

Windschitl chose to 
collaborate with Prompt-
Press because of their sim-
ilar approach to hot topics 
through questions and art.

“PromptPress has been 
trying to bring on more so-
cially engaged projects, so 
we were thrilled to join this 
team,” Jennifer Coville, the 
founding and fiction editor 
of PromptPress, wrote in an 
email to The Daily Iowan. 
“Our mission has always 
been to produce collabora-
tions across artistic genres, 
so that has stayed the same. 
For this project, we are ex-
cited to add a central social-
ly important theme.” 

“Prompt for the Planet: 
Community Creates” will 
take place at the Englert  
Theatre on Sept. 11. Coville 
wrote that the event will be 
an “eco-cabaret.” 

Not only will nine local 
performers respond to a 

collection of Prompts by 
PromptPress, but UI danc-
ers will also be at the event. 
Local musicians, including 
James Tutson, Abbie Saw-
yer, and the Family Fold 
Machine, and writers in-
cluding Chris Merril, Don-
ika Kelly, and Caleb Rain-
ey will perform at the  
variety show. 

John Schickedanz, the 
Englert Theatre’s execu-
tive director, wrote in an 
email to the DI that once 
he learned of Prompt for 
the Planet, he immediately 
knew it was something that 
belonged in the Englert 
Theatre’s space.

Similar to how Prompt 
for the Planet fits into 
PromptPress’ mission, the 
project aligns with the 
mission of the Englert The-
ater as well. Schickedanz 
wrote that it exemplifies 
how art can “force us to 
think critically about our 
current world” while also 
inspiring change within 
the community. 

“Artists have long in-
vestigated and fought cli-
mate change through their 
craft,” Schickedanz wrote. 
“This project has done an 
amazing job of bringing 
so many community mem-
bers together to allow us to 
investigate climate change    
collectively.”

olivia-augustine@uiowa.edu

http://prizesudoku.com
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Anthony Marra
Anthony Marra discusses his new novel “Mercury Pictures Presents,” and dives into his “map-making” writing 

process and love for writing major moments for minor characters.

Anaka Sanders
Arts Reporter

Anthony Marra is a New 
York Times bestselling au-
thor and winner of the Na-
tional Book Critics Circle’s 
John Leonard Prize and the 
Anisfield-Wolf Book Award. 
His latest novel, “Mercury 
Pictures Presents,” tells the 
story of a group of immi-
grants and refugees fleeing 
from late 1930s Italy to Los 
Angeles. This exiled commu-
nity found themselves work-
ing at a low-budget movie 
studio contracted to produce 
propaganda pictures during 
World War II. Marra is a 
graduate of the Iowa Writers 
Workshop and is currently 
back in Iowa City for the se-
mester as a visiting profes-
sor in creative writing at the 
Writers Workshop. “Mercury 
Pictures Presents” was re-
leased on Aug. 2, and Marra 
will give a reading at Prairie 
Lights on Sept. 12. 
 
The Daily Iowan: What 
was your writing process 
like for “Mercury Pictures 
Presents”?

Anthony Marra: I began 
working on it in 2014. My 
first two books each took 
me about two years to write, 
so when I began this one. I 
figured that I would finish it 
up when Obama was still in 
office. This one took quite a 
bit longer than the first two 
— in part because the lev-
el of research that one can 
engage with when writing 
about Hollywood or World 
War II is endless. I felt like I 
kept on disappearing down 
various rabbit holes that 
every time I thought I had 
a sense of what the book 
was going to be, I would 
come upon some new bit of 
information that forced me 
to recalibrate the structure 
and the characters motiva-

tions. In the process of writ-
ing, I found that oftentimes 
writers, when describing 
how they research, they use 
archaeological language 
— they describe it as “ex-
cavating” or “unearthing.” 
But for me, the research 
process has always been 
more akin to map-making. 
Research is how you figure 
out the dimensions of the 
world that you’re dealing 
with. Every time I came 
upon an interesting fact or 
an anecdote that seemed to 
make the hairs on the back 
of my neck stand up on 
end, I would think of that 
as a little coordinate in my 
map. The process of writing 
the book was like figuring 
out how to get from point 
to point. The research pro-
cess, for me, was less about 
trying to find some color-
ful, historical details to give 
a sense of realism to the 
book, and more about how 
to structure the narrative 
itself. I ended up working 
on this for seven years, and 
over the course of the writ-
ing process, the themes and 
the ideas that the novel was 
concerned with felt more 
and more relevant to con-
temporary America. When 
I began working on this, it 
was before Trump had de-
clared that he was going to 
run for office. And suddenly, 
the America First Commit-
tee — which rose during the 
late ‘30s and is present in 
the background of the nov-
el — all of the sudden had a 
real sense of contemporary 
resonance. As I was writing 
the book over the course of 
those years, I began to feel 
that as a historical novel it 
seemed to be describing the 
period in which it was writ-
ten more than the period in 
which it was set.
 
DI: What’s the most 
valuable piece of advice 
you’ve been given about 

writing?

Marra: I was a student at 
the Iowa Writers Workshop 
from 2009 to 2011, and one 
of my professors was Mar-
ilyn Robinson, who is just 
such an important figure 
in American literature and 
certainly was in my own 
life, used to describe fic-
tion as that “fiction should 
be the landscape of your 
preoccupations.” I love the 
idea that a novel should be 
the space where you go to 
explore what you find fas-
cinating. Where curiosity 
reigns. The idea that the 
things in life, in culture, 
and in politics that befud-
dle or bewilder, or perplex 
or fascinate, or excite or en-
liven, that all those aspects 
are something that a novel 
can contain and bring to 
life and make meaningful. I 
think that one of the things 
that Marilyn always sug-
gested to us was the idea 
that novels are not where 
you go to find answers, 
but rather where you go to 
find questions. I think that 
that’s something that I’ve 
really taken to heart over 
the course of my own writ-
ing career.
 
DI: What was your favor-
ite part in the novel, or 
a part that was the most 
fun to write about?

Marra: One of my favorite 
things in general is writ-
ing minor characters. I of-
ten will use an omniscient 
narrator that will veer into 
the perspective of second-
ary characters. My goal is 
to write books that essen-
tially have no minor char-
acters in which even the 
smallest players get their 
sentence or two in the 
spotlight. That’s particu-
larly fun to do in a book set 
in Hollywood, where there 
are quite literally extras 

on the scene. I had a lot of 
fun doing that with various 
extras in this book. Just one 
example is there are a pair 
of the extras named Harold 
and Gerald, and Harold and 
Gerald hold the unofficial 
world record for the most 
onscreen deaths. They 
dream of one day living to 
see the end credits; they 
were particularly fun char-

acters to write.
 
DI: If you could meet your 
characters, what would 
you say to them?

Marra: I don’t think I would 
say anything to them so 
much as I would ask them 
questions. I would ask if 
I had written them ac-
curately; if they felt that 

they were honestly por-
trayed in the book. I think 
that that’s the great hope 
and fear of every writer — 
that you are treating your 
characters with dignity 
and respect. I would cer-
tainly see if they would 
even be willing to talk to 
me. 

anaka-sanders@uiowa.edu 

ASK THE AUTHOR

Contributed phtoto from Anthony Marra 

http://hancher.uiowa.edu
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