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UI adds esports room to 
IMU for student gaming 

Esports at Iowa club members 
are looking to host tournaments 
in the new esports room coming 
to the third floor of the Iowa Me-
morial Union this fall.
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UI professor Megan Go-
gerty turns pain into joy

“Chipmunk’d,” written and 
performed by Megan Gogerty, 
premieres at Riverside Theatre 
on Sept. 9., featuring themes of 
love, sex, life, and death.
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Staff shortages 
lead Cambus to new 
recruitment strategies

As many businesses struggle 
to find employees, the Universi-
ty of Iowa’s public transporta-
tion system is looking for new 
drivers. New drivers will have 
an increased wage and a $1,000 
signing bonus if they hop on the 
team. 
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Stribos ready for fifth 
season

 The second-team All-Big Ten 
field hockey midfielder will play 
one final field hockey season 
with her sister on the Hawkeye 
defense. 
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Sen. Kinney holds 
barbecue to encourage 
more rural Iowans to vote 
blue

During an event filled with 
food and conversation on Satur-
day, Sen. Kevin Kinney and other 
elected officials emphasized the 
need for Democrats to garner 
more support in rural Iowa to be 
elected into the statehouse.

UI announces Selwyn 
Rogers Jr. as third 
candidate for vice 
president of medical 
affairs, College of 
Medicine dean

As the University of Iowa 
searches for its next vice pres-
ident for medical affairs and 
Carver College of Medicine dean, 
it named Selwyn Rogers Jr. as 
the newest candidate. He will 
visit campus on Aug. 29.

Iowans celebrated the cultural heritage of Iowa City’s Latino Festival
at the Pedestrian Mall on Aug. 27.

Johnny Jarnagin/The Daily Iowan
A performer participates in Iowa City’s Latino Festival in the Pedestrian Mall on Aug. 27.

Latino Fest brings IC to life

New historical site honors 
founders of Johnson 

County’s government

UI sorority 
numbers on 
the decline 
The University of Iowa’s 
Panhellenic Council is 
providing incentives for new 
members as the school year 
starts with reported low 
recruitment numbers.
Emily Nyberg
News Reporter

University of Iowa’s Fraternity and Soror-
ity Life reported low student recruitment 
numbers in the first weeks of the fall semes-
ter, regardless of the larger than expected 
enrollment of the class of 2026. 

The UI Panhellenic Council cited 260 new 
students signed up for sorority recruitment, 
compared to 380 students last year, accord-
ing to an email sent by Angela Nyunt, Pan-
hellenic vice president of public relations 
and marketing, to campus sororities on Aug. 
2. 

After multiple attempts, UI fraternities did 
not respond to The Daily Iowan about cur-
rent recruitment numbers, while sororities 
reported a decline in the number of people 
signed up for the first stage of the recruiting 
process. 

Over the past two years, the declining in-
terest was assumed by the council as a result 
of COVID-19. 

Ally Ecker, senior director of public rela-
tions for the UI’s chapter of Delta Gamma, 
said COVID-19 changed students’ priorities 
when it came to participating in sororities 
and fraternities. 

“Recruitment and being a part of a sorority 
during that time of Covid was not the priority 
for a lot of students, and so, I think it was 
kind of put on the back burner,” Ecker said. 
“They were expecting numbers to be one 
thousand about now.”

The reluctance from UI students to join 
Greek Life has led the Panhellenic Council to 
offer rewards to members who get students 
to sign up for primary sorority recruitment, 
Ecker said.

“For girls in sororities that are recruiting 
people, we are able to get put into a raffle, 
and we get Panhellenic merch,” Ecker said.

While COVID-19 was a significant cause 
of low engagement in the past two years, the 

Sabine Martin
Managing Editor

Tucked away on the corner of Sand Road 
and Napoleon Street south of Iowa City, a 
slice of land which dates back to the 1800s is 
Johnson County’s newest dedicated historical 
site. 

The piece of land, called Remembrance 
Park, honors Jenny, a member of the 
Meskwaki Nation, and Mogawk, a Black man, 
who helped set up the county’s government 
in January 1838 alongside fur trader John 
Gilbert. The park is slated to be permanently 
set aside as a wildflower park during the first 
weekend of September. 

One of Meskwaki Nation’s former 
encampments stood on Sand Road, as did 
fur-trading posts at the time of the county’s 
founding, Marybeth Slonneger, head 

Remembrance Park organizer and Iowa City 
artistic historian, said. 

Slonneger said Jenny was a talkative 
woman and worked for the Phelps Trading 
Company, which traded fur, according to 
historical records. Mogawk also worked at the 
Phelps Trading Company.  

“This knowledge comes through local 
histories that were done in the 1890s, and 
it’s very sketchy,” she said. “And such records 
really don’t exist. So, it’s, you know, you can’t 
go back and check on it. “

Meskwaki Nation is the Sac and Fox Tribe 
of the Mississippi in Iowa, located in Tama.
Meskwaki Nation purchased 80 acres of land 
in Tama County in 1857. 

In honor of a meeting on January 1838, which established Johnson 
County’s government on Sand Road, an Iowa City historian 
worked to establish Remembrance Park, a new designated 

historical site. 

REMEMBRACE | Page 2

Vaishnavi Kolluru 
Arts Reporter

Dancers donned in col-
orful traditional clothing 
skipped and swayed to folk 
tunes enlivened by quick 
drumbeats outside the Pe-
destrian Mall on Saturday 
as part of the celebration of 
Iowa City’s Latino Festival. 

The audience cheered 

and clapped for the perfor-
mances, and many rushed 
onto the stage to take part 
as well.

Several stalls selling se-
rapes, rebozos — types of 
Latin American shawls — 
and sombreros — Mexican 
straw hats embroidered 
with floral designs — as 
well as food stations offer-
ing tacos, burritos, and pal-

etas surrounded the dance 
floor and were bustling 
with eager customers. 

Chica Dalia, the anchor of 
the show and a local stylist 
and fashion designer, host-
ed the festival with zeal 
and energy, often joining 
the performers in dancing 
and singing. She described 
the cultural significance of 
the performances for the 

audience and encouraged 
them to hop onto the stage. 

Integrating Mexican Io-
wans into the city was a 
cause with personal signif-
icance for Dalia. She also 
spoke of her name as a 
symbol of her complex eth-
nic background.

“[Chica] is more of a 
name that represents 
where I come from,” Dalia 

said, as she clarified that 
this was only a title, her 
full name being Aileen Da-
lia Castaneda. “I am Mex-
ican-American, which is 
Chicana.”

When asked what the 
dances at the festival rep-
resented, Dalia explained 
they were a way of narrat-

FESTIVAL | Page 2
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Lilly Stence/The Daily Iowan 
Remembrance Park is seen in Johnson County on Wednesday, Aug. 24.

Schmidt embodies 
team-first mindset

 Ahead of the 2022 season, 
Schmidt moved from the left to 
the right side of the net as she 
takes on the role of a captain 
during her senior year. 

Page 8
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Johnyn Jarnagin/The Daily Iowan
A girl dances at Iowa City’s Latino Festival in the Pedestrian Mall on Aug. 27.

lack of students signing 
up may not be an issue in 
students being uninter-
ested but rather feeling 
unsafe. 

This year’s continua-
tion of the trend may be 
caused by events in the 

university’s Greek Life 
community in recent 
years. 

The UI chapter of Phi 
Gamma Delta, also known 
as FIJI, faced accusations 
of sexual assault and haz-
ing in 2020, resulting in 
a lawsuit, protests, and a 
petition for the chapter’s 
removal in 2021. 

Greek Life members at 
other universities in Phi 
Gamma Delta, including 
the University of Mis-
souri, are facing severe 
charges of hazing. 

In the aftermath of the 
incident, Ecker said the 
council is trying to wash 
away the negative conno-
tation of Greek Life. 

Emma Phomvisay, a UI 
first-year student, said 
the FIJI accusations, and 
others like it, still linger 
in the back of people’s 
minds.

“There are a lot of is-
sues of women feeling 
unsafe in general on col-
lege campuses, especially 
here at Iowa, and I feel 
like that is heightened 
when you are in a soror-
ity,” Phomvisay said. 

Ruthanne Haug, a UI 
first-year student, said 
she also heard about 
last year’s protests and 
events. Haug said she 
does not plan to partici-
pate in Greek Life.  

“I feel like the culture 
of sororities and frater-
nities often leads to a lot 
of dangerous situations,” 
Haug said. 

The decreasing sign-up 

numbers are by no means 
the end of Greek Life at 
the UI. 

UI first-year student 
Sydney Rosel-Ryberg said 
she is looking forward to 
rushing in September.

“I thought it would be 

a really good way to meet 
people,” Rosel-Ryberg 
said. “There is also some-
thing intriguing about 
being in a larger commu-
nity.”

emily-e-nyberg@uiowa.edu

DECLINE
Continued from Front

Slonneger said she 

started researching the 
history of Johnson County 
30 years ago and has since 
worked to add a historical 
site designated to the 

county’s founding. 
“It just wouldn’t go away, 

the idea didn’t go away,” 
she said. 

Members of the Bethel 

African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 
Meskwaki Nation, and area 
musicians will gather on 
Sept. 5 for a ceremony at 
the park to unveil landmark 
plaques.  

Dianna Penny, who 
oversees and is a pastor at 
Bethel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, will read 
two of her original poems 
at the ceremony. 

“They involve a more 
humanistic approach to 
things and more related to 
the ups and downs and joys 
of life in general,” Penny 
said. “Even though they 
touch on being Black in 
America a little bit, but it’s 
not necessarily all about 
that. It’s about enjoying life, 
no matter how you find it.” 

Penny said she is happy 
to see the contributions of 
America’s Black citizens 
being recognized. 

“I mean, America is 
a big country,” she said. 
“And there are things 
that people have done 
nationally, things people 

have done locally that 
made a difference.” 

An anonymous farmer 
donated the land for 
the park and agreed to 
maintain it, Slonneger said. 

River Products Company, 
an Iowa City-based stone 
and gravel producer, 
donated two boulders for 
the park. Slonneger said 
the stones will eventually 
be engraved. 

Marty Boller, writer 
of Iowa City blog “The 
Contemplative Activist,” 
said there are some truths 
in the context of Iowa City 
that some of the earlier 
historians have left out, 
including the story the 
Remembrance Park is 
honoring. 

To progress the 
Remembrance Park 
project, Slonneger and 
her team are talking with 
the educators in the Iowa 
City Community School 
District to add a booklet 
of watercolor paintings by 
Iowa City artist Jo Myers-
Walker on the history 

of Johnson County that 
Slonneger commissioned 
for students to utilize in 
school. 

“As they go into the fall, 
I’m hoping to set up some 
programs, PowerPoint 
programs in various 
social organizations, 
and perhaps schools,” 
Slonneger said. “It’s my 
intention to pursue it to 
not only educate children, 
but there’ll be a whole lot 
of adults that don’t know 
about this history, for 
sure.”

Boller said children 
in Johnson County 
should know a history of 
great diversity through 
Remembrance Park. 

“I would love to get this 
history into kids’ lives so 
that they understand that 
history isn’t just the past, 
but how it affects us now,” 
he said. “We have a couple 
of history teachers that 
really want to bring this 
together.”

sabine-martin@uiowa.edu

REMEMBRANCE
Continued from Front

Location of the Remembrance Park

Infographic by Jami Martin-Trainor 

ing the rich history of Lati-
nos. 

“This dance comes from 
Morelia, that is in Mexico,” 
she said, “The dance shows 
our tradition and histo-

ry through clothing and 
what we are doing. It’s just 
a way for us to tell where 
we come from. Every little 
town has their own type 
of dance: There’s Viejitos, 
there’s Chinelos, there’s 
different forms of dances 
for the same thing — to tell 

our history.”
She said the dances at-

tempt to incorporate all 
parts of Latin American 
identity. 

Latin American history 
encompasses the tales of 
Native American groups 
like those of the Aztecs 

and the Mayans, the histo-
ry of colonialism, and the 
challenges of adjusting to 
American life in contem-
porary times. The dances 
fuse elements of all these 
cultures to convey to Latin 
Americans that they can be 
both Latino and American, 

Dalia said. 
The organizer of the 

event was Dalia’s mentor, 
Manny Galvez. He is the 
public relations manager of 
Iowa City’s Public Library 
and editor of El Trueque 
Latino Magazine. 

As a Mexican immigrant 
who has lived in Iowa City 
for 20 years, Galvez said 
he realizes the importance 
of celebrating the cultur-
al heritage of Latinos to 
make Iowa City truly in-
clusive. 

“There’s many Latinos 
and Latinas in this area,” 
Galvez said. “I felt like it 

was necessary to do some-
thing to keep our roots, our 
traditions like food, music, 
and I think this is the best 
way. Also, because that 
helps to connect people 
from the Latino commu-
nity, by everybody in the 
city.” 

With participants of di-
verse ethnic backgrounds 
immersing themselves in 
Latino celebrations, the 
festival successfully made 
Latino culture a part of the 
artistic life of Iowa City.

vaishnavi-kolluru@uiowa.edu

FESITVAL
Continued from Front

Johnyn Jarnagin/The Daily Iowan
A performer at the Iowa City’s Latino Festival changes attire in the Pedestrian Mall on Aug. 27.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
The University of Iowa chapter of Gamma Delta is seen in Iowa City on Sunday.

http://transportation.uiowa.edu
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Esports room opens at the IMU
The Esports at Iowa club members are confident the new room will bring opportunities to the club, students, and the UI.

Colin Votzmeyer
News Reporter 

An official esports room 
is coming to the Iowa Me-
morial Union this fall.

With the esports audi-
ence now at over half a 
billion people, according to 
a Newzoo 2022 study, the 
University of Iowa is taking 
advantage of the many op-
portunities a unified esports 
community could offer the 
school and its students by 
bringing an esports lounge 
to Room G335 of the IMU. 
The room is set to open ear-
ly this semester.

Jamarco Clark, UI assis-
tant dean and director of 
leadership and engagement, 
wrote in an email statement 
to The Daily Iowan that the 
room is 2,700 square feet 
and offers gaming’s top 
equipment to the universi-
ty’s esports scene. 

“It includes 24 gam-
ing computer systems and 
three console stations that 
give guests access to the 
latest in Xbox Series X, 
PS5, and Nintendo Switch 
games played on 65-inch 
OLED TVs,” Clark wrote. 
“The opening date of the 
esports lounge is still to be 
determined, but we expect 

an opening date early in the 
semester.”

Clark wrote the room 
greatly benefits the univer-
sity’s student gamers.

“The establishment of an 
esports lounge represents 
an emerging trend in high-
er education and will pro-
vide another engagement 
opportunity for students,” 
Clark wrote. “The space 
will be available for open 
gaming and will also be re-
servable for the club teams 
to practice and host tourna-
ments.”

The UI’s esports student 
organization, Esports at 
Iowa, is thrilled with the 

advantages that will come 
with its own esports room.

Esports at Iowa is divid-
ed into various subgroups 
for different video games in 
which members can play ei-
ther recreationally or com-
petitively. 

Zachary Darr, a UI sec-
ond-year student, is a mem-
ber of the Super Smash Bros. 
and fighting games esports 
groups. Darr said he, along 
with other members of the 
group, are thrilled about the 
room’s development.

“I love the esports scene 
at Iowa,” Darr said. “I know 
personally we’ve been wait-
ing for it for a long time, and I 

was so happy with this room I 
applied for a job for it.”

The room also allows the 
club to expand its reach to 
even more Iowa students, as 
there is now a central meet-
ing place for them, he said.

“It should be a very good 
opportunity for more peo-
ple to join into the esports 
group because it will lead to 
a more unified communi-
ty if everybody’s using the 
same room,” Darr said. “I 
know personally I’ve met a 
lot of people in other groups 
that I wouldn’t normally 
talk to. I think for, incoming 
freshmen especially, that’s 
an important aspect to 

kind of see that community 
bringing people together.”

Additionally, the devel-
opment of the room can 
tremendously benefit the 
university itself, Darr said.

Now that Esports at Iowa 
has a home to host com-
petitive tournaments, Darr 
said the university could 
gain notoriety by having its 
name attached to winning 
esports teams.

If the UI’s esports room 
is exhibited enough, Darr 
believes the introduction of 
esports scholarships could 
attract more students to the 
university.

Esports events in the 
new room could also attract 
sponsors. The esports club 
hosts end-of-year gath-
erings where all groups 
within the organization 
come together to play, and 
big-name companies like 
Coca-Cola have sponsored 
such UI events in the past, 
Darr said.

Tanner Welsh, a UI 
fourth-year student study-
ing mathematics, is also an 
Esports at Iowa club mem-
ber. He was optimistic that 
the IMU’s esports room 
would be a source of reve-
nue for the university.

“There is definitely mon-
ey to be made with es-
ports-related events,” Welsh 
said. “There are plenty of 
companies who have been 
looking to sponsor events.”

Between benefits to both 
the UI and its student in-
volvement, Welsh expressed 
his confidence that the es-
ports room will be a success.

“There is a lot of op-
portunity for growth and 
everything related to events 
that will happen due to this 
space,” Welsh said.

     
colin-votzmeyer@uiowa.edu 

Staff shortages lead Cambus to new 
recruitment strategies

Cambus turned to increased wages and hiring bonuses to combat staffing shortages this semester.

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
A Cambus displays hiring information alongside the displayed route at the downtown interchange Aug. 25.

Isabelle Foland
News Reporter 

Recent staff shortages 
have prompted on-cam-
pus employers to find 
ways to entice students 
to apply. 

With COVID-19 re-
strictions lifted and 
most classes returning 
to in-person, there is a 
higher demand for the 
services that the Univer-
sity of Iowa offers, in-
cluding public transpor-
tation. Cambus, as well 
as other on-campus jobs, 
has been struggling to 
find employees.

Mia Brunelli, Cambus 
operations manager, ex-
plained how the shortage 

affects  Cambus.
“Now that we have 

much higher enrollment 
and classes generally 
have gone back to a lot 
of in-person classes, we 
really need to have more 
service on the road,” 
Brunelli said. “But we ha-
ven’t been able to hire as 
much in the last several 
years as we would like to.”

To combat this issue, 
Brunelli said Cambus and 
the UI’s Human Resources 
department have worked 
together to increase their 
signing bonus from $400 
to $1,000. Wages also in-
creased from $16.50 in 
May to $17.50 at the start 
of this school year. 

Brian McClatchey, a 
Cambus manager, said 
COVID-19 was a major 
contributor to the staff-
ing shortage.

“We essentially kind 
of missed a couple of our 

prime hiring seasons,” 
McClatchey said. “We did 
have people stick around, 
but now we had signif-
icant turnover this past 
year because people were 
finished and leaving, and 
we didn’t have the efforts 
or the ability to hire for 
those replacements.”

Brunelli said Cambus 
started the school year 60 
drivers short of the 162 
drivers needed to provide 
services across campus. 

Brunelli said these re-
cruitment efforts have 
seen some success as 
Cambus received more 
applications this July and 
August than in past years, 
but Cambus is still look-
ing for new applicants.

The effects of this staff-
ing shortage can also be 
felt by Cambus employ-
ees and employees with 
other on-campus jobs. 

Alyson Holevoet, a 
fifth-year UI music and 
ceramics student, has 
been working for Cam-
bus since late 2019 and 
was recently promoted 
to personnel supervisor. 
Holevoet said the job 
changed a lot before and 
after COVID-19.

“Before COVID, I feel 
like we were all kind of 
fighting over shifts,” 
Holevoet said. “Now we 
have, on any given week, 
sometimes up to 500 
open hours.”

Holevoet said Cambus’s 
staffing issues have add-
ed a lot of stress to not 
only her life but also her 
co-workers’ lives. Howev-
er, she stated that Cam-
bus employees are excited 

to be able to have holiday 
parties again, and are 
encouraged by the high 
number of applicants in 
the past few weeks.

Alex McDonald, a 
fourth-year student and 
three-year employee at 
Catlett dining hall, said 
staffing shortages are 
not as drastic in other 
on-campus jobs as it is at 
Cambus. 

McDonald said he 
hasn’t noticed a drastic 
staffing shortage, but it 
is still stressful to accom-
modate students during 
large rushes.

“We’re just experienc-
ing shortages with stu-
dent workers, but a lot of 
the full-time positions at 
Catlett are filled, like the 
full-time cooks and the 
full-time managers,” Mc-
Donald said. “Those posi-
tions are filled, so it’s not 
that big of a difference.”

Isabelle-foland@uiowa.edu

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa Memorial Union is seen at the University of Iowa on Sunday, Aug. 28.

Before COVID, I feel like we were all 
kind of fighting over shifts. Now we have, on 
any given week, sometimes up to 500 open 
hours.

— Alyson Holevoet,  a Cambus employee

http://www.thekonnexion.com
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Opinions
Mixed opinions on the Field of Dreams

Dyersville residents see positives and negatives associated with Field of Dreams developments.

Growing up in Dyersville,  
only a few miles from the 
Field of Dreams movie set, 
I fondly remember the feel-
ings of safety and communi-
ty that filled the town of less 
than 5,000 people.

The movie site has been 
a fixture in Dyersville — and 
arguably the Iowa commu-
nity as a whole — since the 
movie starring Kevin Cost-
ner was filmed in the late 
1980s.

For locals, free access to 
the baseball diamond — 
carved out of land that was 
once the Lansing family 
farm — meant locals enjoyed 
pickup games of baseball 
and kickball on breezy sum-
mer weekends.

During my adolescence, 
local debate ensued regard-
ing a proposal to build a 
baseball training facility or 
professional baseball sta-
dium. Commercializing the 
field brought worries that 
community bonding events, 
including once a month 
Downtown Summer Nights, 
would be lost.

A decade later, tensions 
have settled, and the vision 
for the field has become a 
reality. Now, many Dyers-

ville residents and business 
owners are excited for what 
the future holds. Becca Mill-
er, owner of local coffee shop 
Brew and Brew, sees the 
changes as ultimately a posi-
tive for the community.

“All summer, tourists have 
been coming to town to go 
to the field.” Miller said. “It’s 
really cool to see people ex-
cited to be in Dyersville. Peo-
ple come for the field, but 
then they see what else we 
have to offer.”

However, not all locals 
felt prepared for or included 
in the big events held at the 
Field of Dreams this sum-
mer.

Advertising rights at the 
Field of Dreams were limited 
to financial supporters of the 
development projects.

Parking lots in the already 
small town were in high de-
mand during the game and 
following activities, making 
it harder for business owners 
to reserve spaces for cus-
tomers and employees.

Likewise, food trucks 
from out-of-town busi-
nesses were allocated spac-
es near the field and day 
events during the minor 
league game. This redirect-
ed what could have been 
community profit to busi-
nesses and organizations 
that were, in part, already 
profiting off ticket sales and 
other sources of revenue 
Dyersville restaurants and 
other retail spaces did not 
have access to.

Many Dyersville resi-
dents did not feel like they 

could openly comment 
without possible conse-
quences to their businesses 
and personal lives. City of 
Dyersville representatives 
did not respond to requests 
for comment.

Negative feedback does 
not mean the event was 
entirely unappreciated by 
locals.

Because an MLB Field 
of Dreams game may be in 

the works for 2023 or 2024 
after another round of 
construction, the City of 
Dyserville should consider 
adding parking or shuttles 
from parking areas not 
located downtown. Equal 
advertising and profit op-
portunities should also be 
available for all Dyersville 
businesses.

Reflecting back on argu-
ments against the field of 

Dreams, hindsight shows 
the real concerns were 
over losing the spark and 
love that makes Dyersville 
unique.

It’s heartwarming to see 
the passion Dyersville res-
idents have for their com-
munity is only intensified 
by the visitors who wish 
to take part in the legacy 
that many have helped 
preserve.

The famous quote all Io-
wans know, “Is this heav-
en? No, it’s Iowa,” has 
been repeated too many 
times to not get some ey-
erolls. Maybe we’ve had it 
wrong all along. In some 
respects, Iowa and heaven 
go hand in hand. To many, 
the Field of Dreams is one 
of these reasons.

 yasmina-sahir@uiowa.edu

Yasmina Sahir    
Opinions Columnist

COLUMN

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
The movie site for The Field of Dreams is seen before the Minor League Field of Dreams Game between the Cedar Rapids Kernels, playing as the 
Bunnies, and the Quad Cities River Bandits, playing as the Blue Sox, in Dyersville, Iowa, on Aug. 9.

Where to study abroad
Navigating the world of study abroad is often 

overwhelming, but it is important to pick the right 
country for you.

This past summer, I 
had the opportunity to 
study abroad in Monte-
video, Uruguay. Before 
this trip, I was not con-
fident that I could have 
pointed out Uruguay on a 
map. But now I am grate-
ful I chose it for my study 
abroad trip.

Ideally, we will have 
ample opportunities to 
travel to foreign coun-
tries and experience oth-
er cultures in our lives. 
The unfortunate reality 
is that studying abroad 
may be our only chance 
to fly across the world for 
months on end.

While making the 
choice to study abroad 
is one thing, the next 
choice might be even 
more daunting: Where do 
you go?

When picking a coun-
try, the pressure is on. 
What if you make the 
wrong choice? What if 
you hate it? There are 
hundreds of study abroad 
programs offered at the 
University of Iowa, and 
this choice might be 
overwhelming to many. 

It is easier to pick a 
safe choice in popular 

tourist destination cities 
such as Paris or Rome.

By no accounts am I 
saying that these are 
the wrong choices. As a 
French citizen myself, I 
guarantee these locations 
would offer a cultural re-
set for many. It should 
be noted, however, that 
lesser visited countries 
have their perks. 

Uruguay might not be 
on the top of people’s 
abroad location wishlist. 
But because of this, I be-
lieve I had a unique study 
abroad experience that 
could not have been rep-
licated in a tourist desti-
nation country. 

To start out, a country 
like Uruguay has much 
less tourism than its 
neighbor, Brazil, or oth-
er popular study abroad 
destinations. 

Because of this, my 
experience seems more 
authentic to the people 
of Uruguay. On the other 
hand, a hot spot for tour-
ists, such as many cities 
in Brazil, have attributes 
designed specifically for 
tourists which could give 
the experience a phony 
feeling. 

Danilo Paes, a native 
of Rio, Brazil, said that 
while he has met many 
students studying abroad 
in Rio, he does not feel 
they truly grasped Brazil-
ian culture because the 
city is a tourist trap.

It is much easier to get 
to the core of a city’s cul-
ture when you don’t have 

to determine what is an 
authentic event and what 
is meant to attract tour-
ists. 

During my time study-
ing abroad, I was able to 
befriended locals who 
showed me parts of the 
city I haven’t seen be-
fore. These include hid-
den beach fronts, dive 
bar restaurants,  and oth-
er gems.

Additionally, many 
people study abroad in 
hopes of improving their 
foreign language skills. 
Due to the lack of tour-
ism in Uruguay, many lo-
cals do not speak English, 
which forces you to fully 
immerse yourself in the 
experience.

While this can feel 
nerve-racking at first, 
from what I have ob-
served, this lack of safety 
net skyrockets students’ 
efficiency in the lan-
guage. 

Lauren Buffington, an-
other student in the Mon-
tevideo program, said 
that within two weeks of 
being there, she felt con-
fident speaking to almost 
anyone in Spanish. 

Overall, being able to 
study abroad is a privi-
lege I strongly feel any-
one should take if they 
can. No matter where you 
end up, studying abroad 
is a wonderful experience 
you will never forget.

elise-cagnard@uiowa.edu

COLUMN DOCTOR IS IN 

Learning how to 
diagnose melanoma

With melanoma cases on the rise, recognizing 
concerning features of a mole can help you decide 

when to visit your local dermatologist.

Melanoma is the fifth most common 
cancer in the U.S., and its incidence has 
grown over 320 percent in the past four 
decades. The risk of melanoma increases 
with age, but it is one of the most common 
cancers in young adults, according to the 
American Cancer Society.

Melanoma is a type of skin cancer. Spe-
cifically, it is a cancer of melanocytes. 
These are cells in the skin that produce 
melanin, a compound that gives skin its 
pigment and protects us from damaging 
ultraviolet radiation.

While melanoma is known as the dead-
liest of the skin cancers, it has a high sur-
vival rate when detected early. This article 
briefly details what features of a mole war-
rant medical attention, how to perform a 
thorough skin exam on yourself, and risk 
factors for melanoma.

What are signs of melanoma?

The first sign is either a change in an 
existing mole or the appearance of a new 
mole. Recognizing what features of a 
mole warrant medical attention are sum-
marized by the ABCDE mnemonic.

• Asymmetry: If the mole is symmet-
ric, it is less concerning.

• Border: Normal moles usually have a 
smooth border. Concerning features 
are if the edges of the mole are irreg-
ular, blurred, or ragged.

• Color: Multiple shades of colors in 
one mole (e.g., brown, black, pink, 
white or blue) are concerning

• Diameter: Moles greater than six 
millimeters (the size of a pencil eras-
er) are concerning and should be 
evaluated, even if they’re symmetric.

• Evolving. If your mole is changing 
in shape, size, or color, it should be 
evaluated.

How do I make sure I am thorough with my 
skin exams?

Performing a self skin exam is easy and 
takes less than 10 minutes. It is recom-
mended to perform a thorough skin exam 
on yourself every month, preferably af-
ter a bath or shower. If you cannot see a 
spot on your body, have a friend or family 
member assist you.

To perform a self skin exam, find a large 
mirror or hand mirror and follow these 
steps:

1. Stand in front of the mirror, raise 
your arms, and examine the front/
back of your body and then the right/
left sides.

2. Bend the elbows and look at the fore-
arms, back of the upper arms, and 
palms. Then, look at the back of your 
legs/feet, and the spaces between 
your toes and the soles of your feet.

3. Examine the back of your neck/scalp 
while parting your hair.

4. Lastly, examine the skin on your but-
tocks.

In addition to running through the ABC-
DEs and performing regular self skin exams, 
it is important that you review your skin his-
tory with your healthcare provider.

Make sure to tell your provider about any 
risk factors including total sun exposure, 
other health conditions, use of indoor tan-
ning devices, and prior skin cancer/family 
history.

Remember, just because your mole has 
an “alarming feature” does not mean it 
will be melanoma. In fact, a recent study 
of 150 suspicious moles found that only 
seven percent were found to be melano-
ma.

The best way to protect yourself from 
melanoma is to be vigilant about sun pro-
tection. Be sure to apply SPF when going 
into the sun and avoid tanning booths.

- Smrithi Mani, Third-year medical student, 
Class of 2024

Vijayvardhan Kamalumpundi, Third-year 
medical student, Class of 2024

Elise Cagnard
Opinions Columnist
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Puzzle solutions on page 2

No. 0725

Across

Down

 1 Dip for tortilla chips
 6 What pasta and potatoes have a lot of
11 Rap lead-in to Jon or Wayne
14 Like a home crowd on a walk-off hit
15 Phone notification
16 Singer Yoko
17 Eagles, falcons, hawks, etc.
19 Bathroom scale units: Abbr.
20 Marijuana, in old slang
21 ___ Guofeng, successor to Mao
22 Splotch of ink
23 “Let It Go” singer in “Frozen”
24 Major Formula 1 race
27 “Cold, hard” stuff
29 Betty ___ (classic cartoon character)
30 Himalayan land
33 Legendary Himalayan creatures
36 Bizarre
39 “Sorry for being so nosy!”

42 Central pile of chips, in poker
43 Plain as day
44 Follow as a result
45 Trampled (on)
47 Unit of farmland
49 Instructor with a racket
52 Boring
56 ___ Lee (frozen dessert brand)
57 Prefix with liberal or conservative
58 Isle ___, national park in Lake Superior
60 Most common English word
61 Pulitzer Prize-winning author of “The Shipping
  News” and “Brokeback Mountain”
63 Long, long time
64 ___ Ventura, former governor of Minnesota
65 Nonmainstream, as rock music
66 Married
67 Spinning dizzily, quaintly
68 Most high schoolers, agewise

 1 Buffalo hockey player
 2 Disney mermaid’s name
 3 Like early PC graphics
 4 Looking like this: :(️
 5 Backside, as the Brits call it
 6 Half-___ (coffee order)
 7 First Greek letter
 8 Show again, as a show
 9 Place to store a loaf
10 Pig’s digs
11 They’re for suckers
12 Locale for new emails
13 In need of directions
18 Assns.
22 Dude
25 What Prancer and Dancer do that Rudolph and Vixen
  don’t?
26 Wall hanging in a kid’s room
28 When the sun is highest in the sky
30 Detective’s lead
31 Words at the altar
32 Final, unhappy outcome
34 Eternally, to a poet
35 Early Mongol invader of Europe
37 1990s R&B group ___ Hill
38 Work on, as a summer camp T-shirt
40 Compartmen-talized evening meal
41 Individually
46 Genetic messenger
48 Big business: Abbr.
49 California border lake
50 Touch, taste or smell
51 Difficult thing to maintain under pressure
53 Summa cum ___ (“with highest praise”)
54 Daring poker bet
55 Puts a spell on
56 Hearty bowlful
59 “Pics ___ didn’t happen!”
61 1977 Steely Dan album with a palindromic title
62 Slippery fish

Navigating new laws ahead 
of midterms

Liam Halawith
Politics Reporter

As Iowa election officials 
prepare for the midterm 
elections, county auditors 
could face criminal penal-
ties under a law passed in 
the GOP-controlled legisla-
ture. 

Senate File 413, signed in 
March 2021, made it illegal 
for election officials to fail 
to follow state guidance 
and state election laws. 
They could face up to five 
years in jail and a fine of at 
least $750 but no more than 
$7,500. 

Johnson County Auditor 
Travis Weipert, a Demo-
crat, said the election laws 
passed by the GOP makes 
county auditors feel like 
they have to “walk on egg-
shells” to do their jobs.

Iowa is one of 12 states 
in the U.S. that passed 
criminal penalties for vot-
ing officials. Nationally, 18 
GOP-controlled states en-
acted 102 new criminal pen-

alties for voting or election 
administration violations. 

“It’s not going to change 
anything … we will be ex-
tra careful, but it feels like 
somebody’s watching over 
your shoulder all the time,” 
Weipert said. “So you start 
second guessing yourself 
and then you start making 
mistakes.”

Weipert said the new 
election laws passed by 
Iowa Republicans didn’t 
make Iowa elections safer. 
Rather, it makes it hard-
er for Iowans to vote and 
makes it harder for county 
auditors to do their jobs. 

“I’ve always said if I’m 
not doing my job, I don’t 
need somebody at the state 
level telling me, the voters 
of Johnson County will let 
me know,” Weipert said. 

Iowa House Majority 
Leader Rep. Matt Wind-
schitl, R-Missouri Valley, 
said the purpose of the om-
nibus bill was to preserve 
the integrity of Iowa elec-
tions. 

“Every voter wants to 
make sure that their vote 
counts and that they’re 
not disenfranchised. Elec-
tion integrity is something 
that every Iowan and every 
American believes in and 
makes sure that their vote 
is not manipulated or cast 
aside for any reason,” Wind-
schitl said. 

This legislation came af-
ter former President Donald 
Trump’s repeated claims 
that the 2020 election was 
stolen and illegitimate. 

State Rep. Dave Jacoby, 
D-Coralville, said the bill did 
not make it easier or safer for 
Iowans to vote. 

“Making elections saf-
er was a complete joke and 
the intent was to restrict 
voting,” Jacoby said. “Every-
thing they did in that com-
pletely political bill would 
restrict voting and make it 
harder for working people, 
especially democrats, to get 
to the polls.”

liam-halawith@uiowa.edu 

Iowa election officials are threatened with fines and jail time under the state’s new voting law.

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
A community member walks into Horace Mann Elementary School on Election Day on Nov. 2.

UI professor Megan Gogerty
turns pain into joy 

Jami Martin-Trainor
Assistant Digital Editor

Megan Gogerty, associate 
professor of instruction at 
the University of Iowa, said 
she has experienced a terri-
ble year. 

Without going into too 
much detail, Gogerty said she 
faced difficulties in her per-
sonal life. Rather than letting 
negativity get the best of her, 
Gogerty wrote a one-woman 
play that will premiere on 
Sept. 9 at Riverside Theatre. 

“I wanted to make lem-
onade out of those lemons,” 
Gogerty said.

“Chipmunk’d,” written 
and performed by Gogerty, 
will have showings until 
Oct. 2. With themes of love, 
sex, life, and death, the show 
melds together intense top-
ics with an edge of humor.

The show follows a char-
acter — also named Megan 
Gogerty — who gets bit by a 
chipmunk in her backyard. 
As the play progresses, the 
audience can see how one 
bite from a small rodent sets 
off a series of events that 
grow increasingly absurd. 

Gogerty said for the past 
few years her audience has 

faced numerous trials and 
tribulations. She said that 
her audience is tired and 
exhausted, and she wants to 
give them a laugh. 

“It feels like things are 
so large and that we’re so 
small,” Gogerty said. “I 
wanted to tap into that and 
explore that, but I also want 
to pack as many jokes into 
80 minutes as I can.” 

To strike that balance be-
tween humor and serious 
topics, Gogerty said that she 
simply looks to tell the truth. 
As a playwright, she said that 
her job is to amuse herself 
and be honest with the world.

While honesty is one ele-
ment, Gogerty also said re-
vision helps in striking the 
right balance regarding tone. 

“I’m a big believer in re-
vision, that way I don’t have 
to be smart all at once,” Go-
gerty said. “I can choose to 
be smart in little bits, and 
then squeeze them togeth-
er.”

Over the years, Gogerty 
has performed solo pieces 
with Riverside Theatre on 
several occasions. Adam 
Knight, the artistic director 
at Riverside Theatre, said 
Gogerty first started show-

casing her work at Riverside, 
so this performance is a re-
turn to home. 

“Over the years, she’s be-
come a nationally known 
writer and performer, per-
forming all over the coun-
try,” Knight said. “It’s won-
derful just to have her back.”

Gogerty’s thoughts on 
performing alone are mixed 
— she explicitly used the 
word “hate” to describe her 
feelings toward rehearsals, 
stating she detests perform-
ing for no one.

As much as she despis-
es rehearsals, Gogerty said 
she loves performing to an 
audience. Adding a second 
member of a play who gives 
feedback and real reactions 
makes the rehearsals more 
than worth it, according to 
Gogerty. 

Knight also attested to the 
unique nature of a solo play. 
He said Riverside Theatre 
typically excels at one-per-
son performances, keeping 
the audience enthralled re-
gardless of cast size. 

“That’s something I think 
Riverside particularly does 
well, which is provide this 
kind of high-level acrobatics 
where one person can keep 

the audience around for the 
completion of the story,” 
Knight said. “That’s not an 
easy thing to do.” 

As a stand-up comedi-
an, playwright, and actress, 
Gogerty said her work tends 
to have a common theme 
— taking painful topics and 
making them lighter. 

“One of the things that I 

like comedy to be is an alche-
my that turns pain into joy,” 
she said. 

While comedy is a central 
theme in “Chipmunk’d,” it 
is not the only message Go-
gerty assumes attendees will 
take away from her perfor-
mance. 

The show balances a great 
deal of human conditions, all 

told from the perspective of 
a single person. Gogerty said 
she did not shy away from 
anything when working on 
this piece. 

“There are so many juicy 
surprises, and I think people 
are gonna go and dig it,” Go-
gerty said. 

jami-martin-trainor@uiowa.edu

“Chipmunk’d,” written and performed by Megan Gogerty, premieres at Riverside Theatre on Sept. 9.
With themes of love, sex, life, and death, the show melds together intense topics with an edge of humor.

Contributed Photo by Chris Rich.
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PREGAME SCHEDULE
Pregame runs every Friday before game day

Sept. 2
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 23
Sept. 30
Oct. 7
Oct. 21
Oct. 28
Nov. 4
Nov. 11
Nov. 18
Nov. 25*

South Dakota State
Iowa State
Nevada
@ Rutgers
Michigan
@ Illinois
@ Ohio State
Northwestern
@ Purdue
Wisconsin
@ Minnesota
Nebraska

2022
The Daily Iowan

PREGAME

*Digital version only due to Thanksgiving holiday;
included for free in season package.

Call Juli Krause at

319.335.5784
to reserve your space

CONTACT US BY

NOON TODAY TO

GET IN ON OUR

SEASON PACKAGE
RATE!

Clash at Kinnick
Liberty Lightning defeated the City High Little Hawks, 36-19, during the Clash at Kinnick in Iowa City on Friday. 

This was the first time in 40 years high school teams touched the field.

Isabella Cervantes/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa City Liberty football holds up the Titans Trophy after a football game between City High and Liberty at Kinnick Stadium in Iowa City on Friday Aug. 26. Liberty defeated City High, 36-19.

Isabella Cervantes/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa City Liberty football holds up the Titans Trophy after a football game between City High and Liberty at Kinnick Stadium in Iowa City on Aug. 26. 
Liberty defeated City High, 36-19.

Isabella Cervantes/The Daily Iowan
Liberty fans celebrate during a football game between City High and 
Liberty at Kinnick Stadium in Iowa City on Aug. 26. Liberty defeated City 
High, 36-19.

Isabella Cervantes/The Daily Iowan
City High tight end Ben Keuter hangs his head during a football game 
between City High and Liberty at Kinnick Stadium in Iowa City on Aug. 26. 
Liberty defeated City High, 36-19.
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but it was hard to adapt to 
the language on the court, 
the slang off the court, 
and the accent,” Schmidt 
said. “In school, we only 
learned proper British En-
glish.”

Schmidt has had no 
problems fitting in with 
her teammates, though, 
and she is particularly 
excited about what this 
year’s team can accom-

plish.
Iowa volleyball hired 

a new head coach, Jim 
Barnes, in December 2021. 
While multiple players 
from the Hawkeyes’ 2021 
squad graduated or trans-
ferred following that sea-
son, Barnes brought in 
nine newcomers, including 
two freshmen and seven 
transfers, to round out the 
2022 team.

“It honestly feels like 
[the nine newcomers] 
have been here forev-
er,” Schmidt said. “We’ve 

been together all summer 
working hard to get this 
going. All of them are 
bringing great value to 
this team … It’s exciting 
to work with these young 
girls who still have the 
whole four years of their 
career.”

Barnes said for the 
short time he has been 
at Iowa, the players have 
been a joy to coach. He 
also praised Schmidt for 
her leadership and ability 
to jump in wherever the 
team needs her. 

Schmidt played on the 
left side of the net in 
2021, but she moved to 
the right side ahead of 
the 2022 season.

“Edina is one of those 
hungry players,” Barnes 
said. “We’ve changed po-
sitions for her and she’s 
jumped right into it … 

she’s now on the right side. 
I feel she’s playing better 
than she’s ever played.”

The 6-foot-3 outside 
hitter who recorded 79 
kills in 2021, is hoping 
to increase that tally at 
her new position, but her 
mindset has always been 
to put the team first.

“It’s all about the team. 
Make the team a priority. 
Whatever the team needs, 
I’m ready to step up,” 
Schmidt said. “I trust the 
coaching staff. They have 
been so amazing turning 
this program around.”

mckenna-roering@uiowa.edu

“My faith in God is 
what’s carried me to ev-
ery place I’ve been,” Exter 
said. “It’s given me unbe-
lievable jobs. It’s allowed 
me to overcome the ad-
versity that we’ve all gone 
through. I’ve been blessed 
to have some pretty good 
opportunities and obsta-
cles that led me to have 
success. Failures, you 
can get a lot out of that 
as well, and that’s what 
opened the door for me to 
get here.”   

Exter started coaching 
in 2005 at American In-
ternational College and 
stayed within the amateur 
ranks until the Heart-
landers added him. When 
Derek Damon was named 
Iowa’s head coach in early 
July, he tried to reach out 
to Exter but left a voice-
mail at the wrong number. 
Coincidentally, Exter fol-
lowed Damon on Twitter 
at the same time in hopes 
of connecting with him, 
but that didn’t happen.  

Weeks later while Exter 
was golfing at Wild Marsh 
Golf Club in Buffalo, Min-
nesota, he called his friend 
and former NHL defen-
seman Tom Poti. Toward 
the end of their talk, Poti 
said Exter should contact 
Minnesota Wild Director 
of Amateur Scouting Judd 
Brackett.  

Exter followed through 
on the recommendation, 

and Brackett told him 
to call Wild Director of 
Hockey Operations Mike 
Murray. After Damon and 
Exter each failed once to 
connect with each other, 
Murray helped them get 
in contact. 

“At the ECHL level, it is 
crucial to have a coach that 
understands the full pic-
ture of an organization,” 
Damon said in a release, 
“And we know that with 
Joe’s experience, knowl-
edge, and personality, he 
will fit into our vision and 
be vital to the success of 

our team and culture.” 
Exter said he doesn’t 

think coaching is much 
different at the profes-
sional level.   

“At the end of the day, 
everybody wants to know 
how you can make them 
better and how invested 
you are in their game as 
individuals but also as a 
team,” Exter said. “I think 
I’m just going to be con-
sistently who I’ve been 
throughout my whole ca-
reer.” 

 isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu 

makes our bond stronger 
and it’s made us closer 
since coming to college.”

Sofie, a senior mid-
fielder, has started 57 of 
60 career games in three 
seasons as a Hawkeye. 
Sofie has tallied nine 
collegiate goals and con-
tributed three assists. 

The sisters' connection 
extends off the field, as 
well. Since Sofie moved 
to the U.S. in 2019, they  
lived together in Iowa 
City up until this fall.

Sofie was relieved 
when her older sister de-
cided to return for year 
five.

“I’m not ready to let 
her go, I’m not ready 
for her to not be with 
me anymore, so I’m like, 
‘Take it slow,’” Sofie said. 
“She moved out this se-
mester, and we had lived 
together our last three 
years, so it’s one step at 
a time, I guess.”

The 2021 Hawkeye field 

hockey team dominated 
most of the regular sea-
son, winning its first 16 
games of the season. But 
Iowa lost three of four 
games to end 2021, in-
cluding the first game of 
the Big Ten Tournament 
and second contest in the 
NCAA Tournament. The 
Hawkeyes come into the 
2022 season with a No. 
5 ranking in the NFHCA 
preseason poll.

Lokke said she had 
trouble making the 
choice to come back, but 
her teammates eventual-
ly convinced her.

“It was all the team,” 
Lokke said. “The expe-
riences I’ve had for the 
past four years have been 
incredible, but it wasn’t 
an easy decision.”

The sisters may have 
to split up following the 
2022-23 academic year, 
but they have one more 
season together at Grant 
Field.

grant-hall@uiowa.edu
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Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
Iowa midfielder Lokke Stribos moves the ball during a field hockey game between Iowa and Saint Louis University at Grant Field on Sept. 12.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Hawkeye players celebrate after winning a volleyball game between the Iowa Hawkeyes and Indiana Hoosiers at the Xtream Arena in Coralville, Iowa on Nov. 5.

Contributed.
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“Everything is so big”

— Iowa volleyball's Edina 
Schmidt on the U.S. when she 
first came from Germany.

5
— Days until Iowa football's 2022 
season-opener.

Stribos ready for fifth season
The second-team All-Big Ten midfielder will play one final field hockey season with her sister 

on the Hawkeye defense.

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
Iowa midfielder Lokke Stribos works to move around American University during the Sweet Sixteen round of the 2021 NCAA Field Hockey Tournament between Iowa and American University at Grant 
Field in Iowa City on Nov. 12.

Grant Hall
Sports Reporter

Lokke Stribos isn’t 
your typical college field 
hockey player. The mid-
fielder from Brussels, 
Belgium, arrived in Iowa 
City in fall 2018 and has 
been a mainstay ever 
since.

Lokke started every 
match at left back for the 
2021 squad that peaked 
at No. 1 in the Nation-
al Field Hockey Coach-
es Association poll and 

won the Big Ten regular 
season title. She netted 
eight goals and notched 
two assists for 18 total 
points her fourth year, 
earning her second team 
All-Big Ten honors.

But Lokke wasn’t done 
yet.

She opted to take ad-
vantage of her extra year 
of eligibility — offered 
to all 2020-21 athletes 
because of COVID-19 
implications on college 
sports — and return for 
a fifth season with the 

Hawkeyes. 
Although Lokke has 

only lived in the U.S. for 
four years, she has had 
ties to the Hawkeye field 
hockey program for much 
longer. Her older sis-
ter, Marike Stribos, was 
an All-Big Ten Hawkeye 
field hockey player from 
2010-14. 

Lokke said familial 
ties initially drew as her 
to Iowa City, as well as 
familiarity with Head 
Coach Lisa Cellucci and 
Associate Head Coach 

Michael Boal.
“I visited Iowa when 

I was like 12 [to watch 
Marike], and at that 
point I knew I wanted to 
be here,” Lokke said. “I 
knew I would be in good 
hands with the coaching 
staff as well, so I knew 
this was going to be a 
good experience.”

Tagging along on that 
visit was Lokke’s younger 
sister, Sofie Stribos, who 
also joined the Hawkeye 
field hockey program in 
fall 2019. The Stribos sis-

ters started all 20 games 
last season side by side.

The opportunity to 
play together on the col-
legiate level is a huge ad-
vantage for both sisters, 
Sofie said.

“I always played with 
my sister growing up, so 
now it’s like we have a 
little special connection 
together that nobody 
else has on the field,” So-
fie said. “We don’t know 
anything else, and it just 

Schmidt embodies 
team-first mindset

Exter’s
‘unshakeable 
faith’ 
Iowa Heartlanders Associate 
Coach Joe Exter suffered a 
critical injury in college which 
he considers one of the biggest 
blessings of his life.

Isaac Goffin 
Sports Reporter

When Iowa Heartlanders Associate Coach 
Joe Exter’s contract with Michigan State 
wasn’t renewed at the end of the 2021-2022 
season, he had to answer concerning ques-
tions.  

“What’s going to happen? What’s the worst-
case scenario?”  

His response: 
“There is no worst-case scenario,” Exter 

said. “I’m going to land where I’m supposed 
to go. That’s not being arrogant, but I know 
this isn’t under my control. It’s going to land 
exactly where I need to be.”

The Heartlanders announced it hired Exter 
on Aug. 10. The new opportunity is the latest 
example of why the former goaltender from 
Cranston, Rhode Island, said he has “unshake-
able faith.” 

Exter’s life changed on March 7, 2003, while 
competing for Merrimack College against 
Boston College in the Hockey East Tourna-
ment. As Boston College forward Patrick 
Eaves chased a loose puck, his left hip collided 
with Exter. The goaltender’s helmet detached 
before the left side of his head slammed on 
the ice.  

Per an ESPN special, Exter’s mother thought 
he died when she saw he wasn’t breathing. His 
skull fractured in two spots, causing a hemor-
rhage that placed him in critical condition. At 
Boston’s Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Cen-
ter, doctors put Exter in a medically induced 
coma. Over 10 days after Exter’s hospital ad-
mittance, he woke up and entered a rehab fa-
cility later that month.  

Exter’s stint in rehab lasted a week. He re-
turned to skating on May 29 and spent two 
seasons with the ECHL’s Wheeling Nailers be-
fore retiring from playing.  

The 43-year-old said the incident has been 
one of the biggest blessings of his life because 
of the impact it could have on others, though 
he doesn’t remember the collision.  

 

Kenna Roering
Sports Reporter

Germany native Edina Schmidt knew she 
would have big shoes to fill with her mother, 
Katrine, earning a spot on the German nation-
al volleyball team. 

But Schmidt, an outside hitter for Iowa vol-
leyball, did just that and more.

Before coming to the U.S., Schmidt racked 
up two German championships, six regional 
championships, five Berlin championships, 
and two MVP medals.

Now, Schmidt is playing in one of the most 
competitive volleyball conferences in the U.S. 
Entering the 2022 season, the NCAA ranked 
seven Big Ten Conference squads within the 
top 20, with 2021 national runner-up, Nebras-
ka, sitting atop.

“I’m so lucky to get to play in the Big Ten 
and all that comes with it,” Schmidt said. “Vol-
leyball is a lot bigger here, especially college 

sports because we don’t have that back home. 
We have the professional league and high 
school clubs, so to get this experience from 
18-22 years old is awesome.”

Schmidt can’t profit off NIL deals because 
she is in the U.S. on a visa, but she is in favor of 
the opportunities it brings to student athletes.

“That’s something I can’t control, so I’m not 
really upset about it,” Schmidt said. “I’m super 
excited for all my American teammates who 
get this opportunity. You put so much work in 
as a student athlete. You deserve to own your 
name.”

When Schmidt, one of four captains in 2022, 
first came to the U.S., she said she had trouble 
with the culture shock. But as she got used to 
the Midwestern dialect, she said she adapted 
well and settled into life in the U.S. 

“As a little freshman I spoke English fine, 

The senior is one of four team captains for Hawkeye volleyball 
this season.
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Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Iowa outside hitter Edina Schmidt hits the ball during a volleyball match between Iowa and No. 4 Wisconsin at Xtream Arena on 
Nov. 6.
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Petras named to Golden Arm 
Award watchlist

Iowa football senior quarterback 
Spencer Petras is one of 76 players 
named to the Johnny Unitas Golden 
Arm Award watchlist; it was an-
nounced Wednesday.

The award is named after former 
Baltimore Colts quarterback John-
ny Unitas. Unitas played profes-
sionally from 1956-73 and threw a 
touchdown pass in 47 consecutive 
games — a record that held for 52 
years. The Golden Arm is present-
ed annually to a top senior or up-
perclassman quarterback who is 
graduating with their class. 

Former Hawkeye quarterback 
Nate Stanley was a finalist for the 
Golden Arm in 2019, and Petras was 
also named to the watchlist in 2021.

Petras threw for 1,880 yards in 
2021, moving him up to 13th all-time 
in Iowa football program history 
with 3,474 passing yards.

Petras has topped Hawkeye 
football’s depth chart throughout 
the offseason

Petras, backup quarterback Alex 
Padilla, and third-string Joe Labas 
went through an open quarterback 
competition throughout spring 
practice. While head coach Kirk 
Ferentz said Petras is the front-
runner, he hasn’t named a starter 
for the Hawkeyes’ opening game 
against South Dakota State on 
Sept. 3 at Kinnick Stadium.

Hawkeye trio earns Big Ten 
Preseason honors

Three Iowa field hockey players 
were named to the Big Ten pre-
season honors list, the conference 
announced Wednesday.

Fifth-year senior Anthe Nijziel, 
the two-time Defensive Player and 
Player of the Year, earned presea-
son honors for the third straight 
year. Nijziel led the Hawkeyes to an 
NCAA-best 11 shutouts in the 2021 
season and added on five goals 
and two assists.

Lokke Stribos, a fifth-year se-
nior from Brussels, Belgium, was 
also named a preseason honoree 
for the third straight year. Stribos 
notched eight goals and two as-
sists on her way to second-team 
All-Big Ten and National Field Hock-
ey Coaches Association first-team 
All-West Region honors.

Senior Esme Gibson tallied 
six goals in 2021, including two 
game-winners. She was a sec-
ond-team All-Big Ten selection and 
third-team All-American.

Iowa started the season ranked 
fifth in the NFHCA preseason poll.

Heartlanders release promo 
schedule

The Iowa Heartlanders released 
a 2022-23 promo schedule on Fri-
day afternoon for their second sea-
son at Xtream Arena.

Before the Heartlanders host 
their home-opener on Oct. 21, 
they’ll take the ice in an open in-
trasquad scrimmage on Oct. 12.

Dogs will be welcomed to 
Xtream Arena on Nov. 6 in the 
Heartlanders’ first Pucks n’ Paws 
night. Iowa will also have a wiener 
dog race during intermission.

Iowa will put on its first specialty 
jersey on Nov. 20 for Nickelodeon 
SpongeBob Squarepants Day. Fans 
can buy the game-worn Sponge-
Bob jerseys during an in-arena 
silent auction.

Fans who bring their own skates 
can participate in a postgame 
skate on Nov. 27.

The Heartlanders will wear 
Mossy Oak jerseys for their second 
specialty jersey night on Jan. 7. Iowa 
will also give out bobbleheads to 
the first 500 fans. On Jan. 28, the 
Heartlanders will be donning Flash 
jerseys as part of D.C. Comics night.

Iowa will participate in a Cancer 
Awareness Series from Feb. 17-19, 
recognizing cancer survivors and 
those currently fighting cancer. 
Between Feb. 22-25, Iowa will have 
a Diversity Awareness Series, high-
lighting the importance of diversity 
in the Iowa City/Coralville commu-
nity.

Iowa will have its final specialty 
jersey night on March 10, wearing 
Captain America jerseys. Fans 
will have the chance to bid on the 
game-worn jerseys.

For the final home series of the sea-
son on April 14-15, Iowa will have a fan 
appreciation weekend, with a player 
card giveaway.

Iowa’s full promotional schedule 
can be found on the Heartlanders’ 
website.
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