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Kara Krapfl’s daughter, Violet, jumps from her seat at the dinner table to hug her mother, who finished a day in the garden picking flowers, planting seeds, and working long hours to maintain her flower business, Lovely Bunches.

Grace Smith
Summer Managing Editor 

The aroma of burgers fresh off the grill fills the air while 
three giggly children race to the wooden picnic table near a 
flower garden. The recurring sound of barking dogs echoes 
through the family farm where Kara Krapfl lived when she 
was a child, and where her mother, Sharon Dooley, still lives.

Kara’s three children; 
Rose, Oscar, and Violet, 
wearing full smiles, run to 
greet their mother once she 
returns from a long day in 
the garden picking flowers, 
planting seeds, and work-
ing from sometimes sunup 
to sundown to maintain 
her flower business, Lovely 

Bunches. 
Kara started Lovely Bunches in the spring of 2020, right 

before the world shut down because of COVID-19. Now, 
Kara manages a garden three times bigger than two years 
ago and works to create a colorful atmosphere for commu-
nity members to experience the farm and pick flowers rang-
ing from vibrant cosmos to radiant sunflowers.

“I’m a firm believer that everyone has to start some-
where,” Kara said. 

Kara is part of a larger movement of women working in 
leadership on farms. About 50,000 women are leaders, part-
ners, and decision-makers across 86,000 farms in Iowa, as 
of March 2021. 

Despite the progression to where Kara’s business is now, 
she is still thoughtfully working to advance the picturesque 
garden even more, including the decision to not use pesti-
cides on her plants.

“I’m always changing certain methods to be more Earth 

conscious and aesthetically pleasing,” Kara said. “It’s really 
important for me to take care of my wildlife.”

Along with decision-making, Kara has also improved in 
her confidence in the social media and outreach aspects of 
her business.  

“I’ve heard people say before, like, ‘It takes a few years to 
feel like, wow, I can do this,’ Kara said. “...This is my third 
year and I feel a lot more confident in the public space.”

Kara puts in 110 percent for Lovely Bunches, but she 
doesn’t do it alone. Her husband, Dustin, her mom, and her 
three children complete tasks for Kara throughout the farm 
and at the Krapfl home to ensure the business and the fam-
ily’s home life run smoothly. 

“I tend to be more of the taskmaster,” Dustin said as Kara 
chimed in. “If I’m taking care of the kids so she can get more 
accomplished, I’ll do those kinds of things,” Dustin said. 

Rural business deepens family 
connection

Farmer, business owner, and mother, Kara Krapfl, manages her flower business with her family’s help.
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Kara also said her chil-

dren complete chores at 
home including feeding 
chickens, playing with their 
rambunctious goat, and 

watering the hundreds of 
plants for her. 

While Dustin teaches 
Rose how to jumpstart a 
truck and listens to Violet’s 
improvement in reading, 

Sharon serves as an assis-
tant for Lovely Bunches, 
while maintaining her dog 
and horse boarding busi-
nesses, which can bring in 
over eight dogs and four 

horses at a time. 
“It’s great because we 

are very able to be honest 
with each other,” Kara said. 
“I can’t even remember the 
last time we had a fight, 
even. We have disagree-
ments, but that’s as far as it 
goes, which is nice.” 

Sharon said being assis-
tants to each other’s busi-
nesses works well, as it gives 
the mother and daughter 
duo last say on decisions for 
their own businesses. 

Sharon bought the farm, 
which sits at over 100 acres, 
with her late husband in 
1992, with no farming back-
ground, and started horse 
boarding around 1994, after 
someone approached her 
looking to keep their horse 

at the farm. And the same 
thing happened with the 
dog business in 2005.

“Somebody asked us to 
take care of a dog and it just 
turned into a dog boarding 
business,” Sharon said. “It 
just kind of all eventually 
fell into place.”

The juggle between fam-
ily time and business work 
has been an aspect the fam-
ily deals with regularly.

Kara said finding a bal-
ance between working on 
her flowers, her mom’s 
dog and horse boarding, 
and spending time with 
her family is still a work in 
progress. 

“This year, I’ve tried to 
be better about it,” Kara 
said. “Saying no to things 

FLOWERS
Continued from Front

Kara sometimes works sunup to sundown doing tasks like planting seeds, watering plants, and picking the flowers.

“It’s such a great place,” customer Mikaela Pyrch, 28, said while filling up a bucket of flowers.

Kara enjoys the farm, which sits at over 100 acres, because she likes surrounding herself with animals and the calm aspects of rural Iowa.

“This is a full-time job,” Kara said.

Both Dustin and Kara enjoy reading or listening to their children read 
before they go to bed. “My youngest — she’s learning to read, and she’s 
doing amazing,” Kara said.

“If I’m taking care of the kids so she can get more accomplished, I’ll do those kinds of things,” Dustin said.
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that don’t work, and try-
ing to mark out days where 
I shouldn’t even go do any-
thing that I don’t have to 
do.”

At the end of Kara’s long 
days, her children erupt 
with excitement and hap-
piness when she walks 
through the door to their 
home that neighbors the 
family farm. 

“All the things that 
they’re thinking or mean-
ing to tell somebody — 
sometimes it’s overwhelm-
ing for me,” Kara said. 

“It’s an explosion of 
emotions,” Dustin added. 

Kara worked in numer-
ous restaurants before 
planting her attention on 
her flower business. Her 
children didn’t want their 

mom to leave them, and 
Kara said she sometimes 
said goodbye to them over 
five times before she left 
for work. 

“[They] would some-
times chase after the car 
when I was leaving,” Kara 
said. “As if it’s like the last 
time they’re going to see 
me in a week or so.”

Kara said she’s now 

with her children all the 
time during her business 
off-season in the winter, 
but the children miss their 
mom when the warmer 
seasons roll around and she 
gets back to work. 

“I get the question sever-
al times a day, ‘Dad, where’s 
mom? When’s she coming 
back?’” Dustin said. 

Although the family has 
always been close, now 
that Kara works a house 
away, they are growing 
even closer. 

On a cool summer night, 
when Sharon and Kara 
were out working, Rose, 
Oscar, and Violet brought 
dinner over to the farm. 
Even though everyone was 

going in different direc-
tions, they were all still 
in the moment together, 
which the family said is 
very special.

“I feel fortunate and ev-
ery day I know how lucky I 
am,” Sharon said. “I don’t 
take it for granted.”

grace-smith-1@uiowa.edu

Living in a rural area, Kara said her children have a lot of fun and enjoy the freedom of being as loud as they want.

“We’re very fortunate that we can work together,” Sharon Dooley, Kara’s mother, said. The mother and daughter 
duo assist each other during the day.

Kara decorates a restaurant she previously worked at in Solon with her flowers every Wednesday since last 
summer.

The Krapfl family owns over 20 chickens and a very energetic goat at their home. Kara has been attending the Coralville Farmers Market for a few weeks to gain exposure for the business, not 
necessarily to sell her flowers.

The family said they cherish every moment together, and they feel fortunate to be able to do so. 
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Opinions
Solidify universal free-lunch programs

The pandemic-era policy for universal free-lunch has expired, but the need is still there.

Proper nutrition is an 
essential need for grow-
ing bodies.

But, accessible nutri-
tion is no longer a prom-
ise. On June 30, the pan-
demic-era program that 
provided universal free 
lunches for all students in 
public schools ended.

Free lunch programs 
should not only meet the 
needs of students liv-
ing in poverty. Nutrition 
for all students should 
be guaranteed no matter 
their economic circum-
stances.

In March 2020, the 
U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture announced it 
would reimburse schools 
for free breakfast and 
lunches. This was done 
in an effort to provide 
accessible nutrition to 
students amid school 
closures in response to 
the pandemic.

But now that schools 
are back in person, the 
program is ending. 

The USDA will resume 
the National School 
Lunch Program (NSLP) to 
pre-pandemic operations. 
This means only students 
living at or below the 
poverty line have access 
to free or reduced-rate 
lunch.

Before the pandem-
ic, more than half of 
schoolchildren came from 
low-income households 
that qualified for free 
and reduced-price meals. 
Schools served about 20 
million free lunches every 
day under the NSLP.

Although students from 

low-income households 
still have access to free 
and reduced lunches, 
households just above the 
eligibility requirements 
must pay for full-price 
lunches.

Before the pandemic, 
the USDA spent about $19 
billion annually on the 
NSLP. Under the universal 
free lunch program, the 
USDA spent just $11 bil-
lion more.

The U.S. can afford to 
spend $30 billion annual-
ly to ensure every child in 
public schools has access 
to adequate nutrition. 
After all, the U.S. spent 
more than $700 billion on 
national defense in 2021.

When Democrats in 
Congress attempted to 
extend the universal free 
lunch program, Republi-
cans were quick to shut it 
down.

In response to criti-
cism, an aide to Sen. Mi-
nority leader Mitch Mc-

Connell said McConnell 
and other Republicans 
think schools no longer 
need the pandemic-era 
provisions, especially as 
the conditions that made 
them necessary — such 
as school closures — have 
ended.

Assuring the health 
and nutrition of children 
should be at the forefront 
of every policy maker’s 
mind. This is not a polit-
ical issue.

Although the free and 
reduced-lunch program 
serves many students liv-
ing in poverty, it does not 
cover the greater need for 
nutrition.

Since March 2020, the 
Iowa City Community 
School District has served 
more than 1.6 million 
meals to 14,000 students 
and families. This aver-
ages to 9,000 lunch meals 
and nearly 3,400 break-
fast meals a day.

With the current reces-

sion, people have strug-
gled to feed their families. 
For families living just 
above eligibility require-
ments, they are now out 
of luck in receiving free 
lunches. 

California and Maine 
are currently the only 
states with universal free-
lunch programs. Lawmak-
ers in states such as Mas-
sachusetts, Minnesota, 
Vermont, and New York 
have introduced universal 
free lunch bills.

Although this issue 
should be addressed at a 
federal level, as hunger 
goes beyond state lines, 
the state needs to take 
action. Until the feder-
al government steps up 

and passes a permanent 
universal free-lunch pro-
gram, the state of Iowa 
should establish a uni-
versal free- unch pro-
gram.

Nutrition is as essen-
tial to a child’s growth 
as math, reading and 
science. No household 
should have to live in 
poverty to have access 
to free lunches for their 
children. 

Universal free lunch is 
not pandemic-era issue, 
it is a need in the country. 
All levels of government 
should take action to en-
sure every student has ac-
cess to nutrition.

sophia-meador@uiowa.edu

Praise and proper pay for student workers
While debates continue over whether college athletes deserve more compensation for their sport, students 

in other campus positions are receiving comparable low, unlivable wages.

University of Iowa and 
local community mem-
bers have been very in-
terested in the past few 
years about amping up 
the privileges associat-
ed with student-athlete 
status. 

With projects under-
way to increase profits 
received by UI athletes 
for use of images and 
other self-promotional 
materials, I wish I saw the 
same momentum in the 
fight for equitable wages 
for all student workers on 
campus.

As students in non-ath-
letic positions on cam-
pus struggle to be paid 
more than $11 per hour, 
the focus on increasing 
pay for labor should be 
placed less on athletes 
and more on the students 
who make athletic train-
ing and events possible 
on campus. 

The UI minimum wage 
was $8.20 per hour in the 
Fall of 2019. This has not 
changed in 2022. 

Part-time jobs on cam-
pus commonly held by 
student employees, in-
cluding food service, re-
tail, maintenance, library, 
and parking services av-
eraged $10.80 per hour 
for the most frequent rate 
last school year.

UI in-state tuition 
in 2021-2022 reached 
$9,942 per year. Even at 
$11 per hour, a student 
would have to work ap-

proximately 28 hours per 
week to pay full tuition 
before excluding taxes 
from those paychecks.

Both the UI and the fed-
eral work study program 
limit students to 20 hours 
per week for campus em-
ployment during the se-
mester. 

The federal work study 
program encourages 
campuses to keep wages 
low. Work study eligible 
students show financial 
need for employment 
while in school on their 
Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid (FASFA). 
The program reimburses 
participating schools 50 
percent of wages paid to 
students awarded work 
study. 

According to UI, the 
federal work study pro-
gram does not reimburse 
colleges and universities 
the usual 50 percent of 

work study student wag-
es if that hourly wage 
exceeds $10.25 per hour. 
Paying students under or 
at $10.25 per hour is how 
the university continues 
to receive wage reim-
bursement from the fed-
eral government. 

Being a student-athlete 
is a job. Workouts, miss-
ing classes because of 
games, and the high level 
of expectations inherent 
with playing for a Divi-
sion 1 school takes a lot 
of effort to manage on top 
of college courses. Stu-
dent-athletes themselves 
are not the problem, the 
system is.

More so than a campus 
debate about wages, these 
discussions amplify ideas 
on essential work that be-
came popular during the 
pandemic.

If campus cafeterias 
couldn’t maintain a staff 
of professionals and stu-
dents, athletes would 
not have their nutrition 
needs met. If the campus 
grounds and dorms re-
ceived low maintenance, 
I wonder if UI would as 
easily attract prospective 
student-athletes. 

Athletes are important, 
but so are the students 
who do the work behind 
the scenes that allow 

players to do their best on 
the field, court, or in the 
gym. 

All students deserve 
better pay for their la-
bor, athletes included. 
As a campus community, 
this discussion often is 
a point of division. Ath-
letes could choose to 
leave others behind in 
this fight or non-athletes 
could see unfairness in 
their treatment and be-
come resentful of their 
athlete peers.

Let’s choose to join 
together and demand 
better workforce treat-
ment and wages for ev-
eryone. Every job at UI, 
from football players 
to maintenance profes-
sionals to the people 
who swipe ID cards in 
the cafeteria, makes this 
campus successful. 

yasmina-sahir@uiowa.edu

Yasmina Sahir
Opinions Columnist

Sophia Meador
Opinions Editor

Nutrition is as essential to a child’s growth 
as math, reading and science. No household should 
have to live in poverty to have access to free lunches 
for their children. 

Athletes are important, but so are the 
students who do the work behind the scenes that 
allow players to do their best on the field, court, 
or in the gym.
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Arts & News

Davenport museum adds UI 
alum’s work to permanent 

collection

Ariana Lessard
Arts Reporter

The Figge Art Museum 
Acquisition board  voted 
unanimously to add two 
photos from Aaron Lurth’s 
latest series, “My Paper Ti-
ger: Carl,” to their perma-
nent collection in Daven-
port, Iowa.

Lurth is a University 
of Iowa alumnus with an 
MFA in Photography and 
Graphic Design who grad-
uated in 2012. 

The “My Paper Tiger: 
Carl” series examines 
Lurth’s relationship with 
anxiety through the fun-
ny but provocative photos 
of a man covered in hair. 
The hair-covered man is 
at several different events 
throughout these photos, 
looking both silly and awk-
ward in every setting. 

“I had always thought of 

myself as a photographer 
and not as an artist,” Lurth 
said.

But, his perception of 
himself changed in his first 
semester at the UI when he 
took a photography class.

“I was introduced to a 
photographer, Gregory 
Crewdson, and Gregory 
Crewdson really opened 
my eyes to a different way 
of working, and he’s been 
a huge kind of influence 
in my life ever since then,” 
Lurth said.

Despite the UI’s role in 
transforming Lurth’s view 
of photography, he had a 
passion for it dating back 
to high school. He was for-
tunate enough to have a 
photography teacher who 
he credited with introduc-
ing him to the form. 

Lurth said he felt as 
though he had been ran-
domly helped along the 

way, and now, as a profes-
sor at Luther College, the 
same college he attended 
as an undergraduate, he 
aspires to do the same for 
his students. 

“My greatest honor 
probably happened a cou-
ple of years ago … when 
someone who graduated 
probably five years ago 
came back, and just said 
how much their class had 
meant to them and that it 
had influenced them,” he 
said, “and that is really the 
only real reason why we 
teach, right? To help peo-
ple and to influence peo-
ple.” 

A big milestone for Lurth 
came his senior year of 
high school, when he was 
offered a position to pho-
tograph the world’s largest 
air show as a Canon-spon-
sored photographer — a gig 
that endured for ten years. 

“That was like an awe-
some, awesome experi-
ence, and it got me shoot-
ing with a lot of other 
professionals. It also got 
me to meet a lot of other 
people in the world. Lots 
of celebrities, lots of astro-
nauts and pilots and stuff 
were there that I got to 
know which is pretty cool,” 
Lurth said. 

From there, he began his 
education at Luther, where 
he was able to study abroad 
on the island of Malta for 
a semester. While he was 
there, he was able to talk 
his way into being the 
first photographer allowed 
to document the refugee 
camps on the islands. The 
series ended up getting 
used by the Red Cross to 
raise more money to help 
fund the refugee camps. 

That series also allowed 
him to get me into gradu-

ate school at the UI, which 
he describes as his “big 
break-in [to the industry] 
moment.” 

He then taught a few 
other classes and dou-
ble-majored in photogra-
phy and graphic design for 
his MFA. Before returning 
to Luther after graduation 
to take on the dual role 
of teaching and being the 
Director of Visual Media, 
he oversaw the marketing 
photos and video of Lu-
ther until four years ago, 
when he transitioned to 
teaching full time. 

Lurth explained that 
while he still often does 
freelance graphic design 
work, his love for graphic 
design was ignited by the 
UI as well. 

“I’m really interested in 
the way that people com-
municate, and I saw pho-
tography and graphic de-

sign almost as like the two 
branches of the same like 
kind of way of communi-
cation, which is the visual 
style of communication,” 
Lurth said.

Despite Lurth’s back-
ground as a travel photog-
rapher and documentary 
filmmaker, he explained 
that his passion has al-
ways been trying to cap-
ture strange and often-
times funny moments 
from the world around us. 

“What I like about that 
kind of photography is 
this ability to kind of act 
like a mirror. So I like the 
fact that you’re able to 
find quirky or mundane 
moments, and then force 
people to look at them 
again,” Lurth said, “I real-
ly like trying to find humor 
in everyday life.” 

ariana-lessard@uiowa.edu

Kate Murphy
News Reporter

Home prices in the 
Iowa City area have risen 
rapidly in the last year. 
Real estate agents are un-
sure when buyers will find 
relief.

As of June 2022, the 
housing market in Iowa 
City is a sellers’ market. 
House prices are high-
er and homes are selling 
more quickly than normal. 
The median sold price 
this summer is $285,000 
in Iowa City - $47,500 in-
crease from June 2021. 

Real estate agent Mark 
Kamps, who works at 
Coldwell Banker in Iowa 

City, said the market has 
been extremely com-
petitive in the last few 
months.

“I’ve been in real estate 
for over 38 years and I’ve 
never seen anything like 
this,” Kamps said. “Peo-
ple are willing to pay well 
over the asking price and 
will still be outbid.”

Kamps said even cash 
buyers with no contin-
gencies are losing out to 
other buyers. Mortgage 
rates have also increased, 
making it much harder for 
buyers to afford homes in 
their specific price rang-
es.

“I had one couple who 
just bought a house last 

weekend. They searched 
for months and lost four 
offers before they finally 
found a home. They were 
extremely frustrated; 
the competition is tough 
right now,” Kamps said.

Another realtor, Mark 
Paterno of Urban Acres in 
Coralville, said he’s also 
seen the extreme compe-
tition between buyers. 

“I had one property I 
was selling with nine of-
fers on it,” Paterno said. 
“People are desperately 
trying to buy houses with 
very limited options.”

Paterno said the real 
estate market is operat-
ing a lot differently than 
it has in the past.

“Typically, we have a 
person or persons who 
schedule a showing of a 
house, then, they might 
make an offer. Now, we’re 
getting so many offers 
on just one property that 
we’ll have to say some-
thing like, ‘I’m not look-
ing at offers until Mon-
day.’”

Housing market prices 
in Iowa have gone up over 
13 percent since this time 
last year. Paterno isn’t 
sure when buyers may 
find relief.

Tracy Adams, anoth-
er real estate agent from 
Coldwell Banker, believes 
there’s hope in the near 
future for buyers in Iowa 

City. 
“Compared to the fast-

paced market we’ve been 
dealing with in recent 
months, the competition 
is beginning to thin out,” 
Adams said.

Thirty-year fixed inter-
est rates currently sit just 
over 5.5 percent, up from 
this time last year when 
interest rates sat below 3 
percent. Adams said this 
means buyers can afford 
to borrow less. The price 
points on homes may 
lower because of these 
conditions and offer less 
competition for buyers.

“Less competing offers 
means that properties 
are less likely to sell for 

significantly over asking 
price,” Adams said. “With 
this into consideration, 
some buyers are already 
seeing better results.”

Although Adams says 
some buyers are begin-
ning to see some relief, 
nobody is sure when the 
market will shift back 
from the state it has been 
in during the recession. 

Paterno said he thinks 
it will happen, but he 
doesn’t know when.

“It’s normal for prices 
to fluctuate, but in the 
last two years it has been 
different,” Paterno said.

kate-murphy@uiowa.edu

This year’s recession has impacted the housing market, causing prices to increase in Iowa City.
Real estate agents say buyers are struggling with severe competition.

Iowa City housing prices increase

Aaron Lurth graduated from the University of Iowa in 2012 with MFA in Photography and Graphic Design. 
He currently works for Luther College and has taken photos of previously unrecorded Malta refugee camps 

that were used by the Red Cross. Now, he’s being added to the Figge Art Museum in Davenport for one of his 
photography series. 

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan 
Houses are seen in Iowa City on Monday, July 25, 2022.
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Across

The Daily Break

 Down 

 1 Word before bar or party
 7 Athena’s winged companion
10 Hype (up)
13 Diamond official
14 Sulk
16 “___, fi, fo, fum”
17 *Drivers’ process when two lanes of traffic become one
19 Antitrust law enforcement org.
20 Sick
21 Bizarre
22 Ancient Greek market
24 The windows to the soul, it’s said
26 *Garden plant that opens and shuts its “mouth”
 when squeezed
28 Pony up
30 Brand of sunglasses
31 Syria’s Bashar al-___
34 French word after “vous”
36 When you’re on it, you’re en pointe
38 *White pizza toppings
42 Sacramento-to-San Diego �dir.
43 Long stretches
44 What you’ve got going for you
45 Threaten, as a cat might
48 Puncher’s tool
49 *Design on some baseball uniforms
52 Bus driver for Lisa and Bart
56 Darkest part of a shadow
57 They’re sworn
59 Burgle
60 Brown who wrote “Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee”
61 Accept and let go of something … or a hint to the starts
 of the answers to the starred clues
64 Vitamin supplement retailer
65 Munich Mrs.
66 Official declarations
67 Laugh sound
68 ___ mode
69 Major-leaguer who wears 49-Across at home

 1 Q preceder, in song
 2 Poet Dickinson
 3 Jobs creation
 4 “Let ‘er ___!”
 5 Gaffer, best boy and others
 6 Inquisition charge
 7 Work from Bellini or Rossini
 8 Popular blogging platform
 9 Tote
10 Espresso-over-ice cream desserts
11 Time keeper
12 Pie nut
15 Like some people at weddings and funerals
18 Lowest part of a range, for short
23 Chitter-chatter
25 Old-fashioned shoe cover
27 Inexact recipe amount
29 Hubbub
31 They can be sculpted and chiseled
32 You might order ahi tuna or yellowtail from it
33 “East of Eden” author
34 Moving
35 Wine vessel
37 Abbr. on a cornerstone
39 Close by
40 Uncooked
41 Home of the Viking Ship Museum
46 Azerbaijan or Lithuania, once: Abbr.
47 Wizard’s accessory
48 Daughter of Joe and Jill Biden
49 Chubby
50 Italian city in a “Kiss Me, Kate” song
51 [waves hand in a circle]
53 Something weighed at a weigh station
54 Linzer ___ (pastry)
55 Very corpulent
58 Pop
62 Glass of “This American Life”
63 Missing letters in “transgre_s_o_,” appropriately

�������������������
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http://grifolsplasma.com
http://nodoiowacity.com
http://dst-ic.com
http://www.kathyfobian.com
http://tech-assoc.com
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Sports

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan 
Iowa forward Kris Murray shoots a 3-pointer during an Iowa men’s basketball practice at Carver-Hawkeye Arena in Iowa City on July 19. Murray said he’s been working hard on his upper body 
and lower body strength, as well as his core strength. “I’m just working really hard. We all are.”

Murray seeking his Hawkeye legacy
With his twin brother in the NBA, Kris Murray wants to establish his own path as a Hawkeye during his junior season.

Isaac Goffin
Sports Reporter 

As Sacramento Kings 
forward Keegan Murray 
was playing his way to 
an NBA Summer League 
MVP honor earlier in July, 
his twin brother had a 
chance to see him com-
pete in Las Vegas.

Iowa men’s basketball 
junior forward Kris Mur-
ray opted out of the op-
portunity.

“I can’t just take a 

week off,” Kris said. “Even 
though I love Keegan, 
I’ll support him through 
everything. But we had 
a week of workouts, and 
I can’t miss those. I can 
watch him on TV, too. 
I can always call him 
whenever. My family got 
to go out [to the sum-
mer league] there for the 
whole week, I think, so he 
was pretty excited to have 
them there.”

With Keegan heading 
into the 2022-23 NBA sea-

son as a strong NBA Rook-
ie of the Year candidate 
following a 23.3-point 
and 7.3-rebound per game 
performance in the sum-
mer league, Kris is trying 
to create his own legacy 
in the Black and Gold.

In his sophomore cam-
paign at Iowa, Kris aver-
aged 9.7 points and 4.3 
assists over 35 contests. 
That led him to become 
a co-winner of the pro-
gram’s most improved 
player award. 

During the same year, 
Keegan set the sin-
gle-season scoring record 

for the program with 822 
points and was a consen-
sus first-team All-Ameri-
can.

Following the 2021-

22 season, Kris decided 
to test the NBA Draft 
process but removed his 

name before the deadline 
to stay in the draft. Yet 
at Brooklyn’s Barclays 
Center, where the NBA 
Draft was hosted on June 

23, Kris’ photo popped up 
when the Kings selected 
Keegan with the No. 4 
overall pick.

“I guess they just 
picked the better-look-
ing twin,” Kris said, not-
ing Keegan wasn’t happy 
with the mix-up.

Kris acknowledged it 
was an adjustment the 
first week of summer 
practice, as for the first 
time in his life, he wasn’t 
suiting up next to his 
brother.

“We got competitive 
guys,” Kris said. “[Keegan 
and I] were always com-
petitive so that hasn’t 
dropped off at all.”

Iowa head coach Fran 
McCaffery said Kris ac-
cepted the challenge to 
return and bet on himself 
considering he was of-
fered two-way contracts 
in the NBA, mention-
ing the 6-foot-8 forward 
wants the responsibility 
of success because of his 
high expectations.

Kris said he sees him-
self as more of a facilita-
tor than his brother and 
told reporters to expect 
a different stat line than 
that of his brother with 
Iowa’s balanced roster. 

Kris sees the byproduct 
of Keegan’s time with the 
Hawkeyes as a platform 
the program can build 
on, and Kris is trying to 
make sure he’s on the 
court when the Hawkeyes 
need him.

“I’ve been working a 
lot on my upper body, my 
core strength, my lower 
body, my mobility just 
to keep that so I don’t 
have injuries,” Kris Mur-
ray said. “I’ve been tak-
ing care of myself a lot 
just because I don’t want 
to get sick like I did last 
year because that kind of 
lingered throughout the 
Big Ten season. I’m just 
working really hard in the 
weight room. We all are. 
I think I’ve gained three 
or four more pounds of 
muscles these last couple 
of months.”

isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

Goodson could break into Packers’ 53-man roster
COLUMN

Goodson signed with Green Bay after going undrafted in the 2022 NFL Draft.

Grant Hall
Sports Reporter 

Former Iowa running 
back Tyler Goodson is cur-
rently fighting an uphill 
battle as he tries to make 
an NFL roster.

The Suwanee, Geor-
gia, product announced 
he would enter the 2022 
NFL Draft via Twitter pri-
or to the Hawkeyes’ Citrus 
Bowl berth after his junior 
season in Iowa City. After 
amassing over 2,500 rush-
ing yards in the Black and 
Gold and a stellar showing 
at the NFL Combine, most 
football pundits expected 
him to be selected in the 
Draft’s later rounds. 

However, Goodson went 
undrafted. He signed a deal 
with the Green Bay Packers 
a few hours after the draft 
concluded on May 2.

Last season, Green Bay 
employed four running 
backs on the team’s active 
roster: Aaron Jones, AJ Dil-
lon, Kylin Hill, and Patrick 
Taylor. Goodson will have 
to beat out at least one of 
those four to earn a roster 
spot when the regular sea-
son arrives

Jones and Dillon are ab-
solute roster locks. The 
former was a Pro Bowler 
in 2020 and amassed near-
ly eight hundred rushing 
yards last year, and the 
latter ran for roughly the 
same amount. It appears 
the team will continue its 
tandem approach in 2022, 
leaving few carries for the 
rest of the running back 
committee.

Between the other two 
incumbents, Hill could be 
the more likely candidate 
to make the active roster. 
Green Bay invested a sev-
enth-round pick in him 
during the 2021 NFL Draft, 

and he earned 10 carries 
and returned kicks in the 
regular season prior to 
tearing his ACL in Week 8.

Patrick Taylor remains 
Goodson’s other primary 
competition. Taylor ran for 
89 yards on 23 carries last 
season, including eleven 

rushes for 53 yards and a 
touchdown against the Li-
ons in the season finale.

However, some sports 
analysts and writers believe 
Goodson has a great op-
portunity to not only earn 
a roster spot over Hill and 
Taylor but could earn some 

meaningful carries as well.
According to Sports Illus-

trated, Goodson was named 
the Packers’ most likely 
undrafted free agent to 
earn an active roster spot 
this fall. His pass-catching 
skills out of the backfield 
are mentioned as one of his 

most impressive traits.
As a Hawkeye, Goodson 

pulled in 70 receptions for 
565 yards and a touchdown. 
In an offense led by back-
to-back NFL MVP Aaron 
Rodgers, running back 
dump-off throws can be vi-
tal, so Goodson’s hands are 

extremely valuable in his 
pursuit of playing time.

Goodson will look to be-
gin his battle with Hill and 
Taylor when the Packers 
start training camp on July 
28. 

grant-hall@uiowa.edu

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan 
Iowa running back Tyler Goodson shushes the Iowa State student section after scoring a touchdown during a football game between No. 10 Iowa and No. 9 Iowa State at Jack Trice Stadium in 
Ames on Sept. 11, 2021. 

[Keegan and I] were always competitive 
so that hasn’t dropped off at all.

— Iowa men’s basketball junior forward Kris Murray
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Summer Snapshots

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Driver Alexander Rossi (27) and his pit crew lower their heads for the invocation before the NTT IndyCar Series Hy-Vee Salute to Farmers 300 presented 
by Google at Iowa Speedway in Newton, Iowa, on July 24.

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Driver Marcus Ericsson (8) crosses the finish line during qualifying for the NTT IndyCar Series Hy-Vee IndyCar Race Weekend at Iowa Speedway in 
Newton, Iowa, on July 23. Ericsson qualified 12th for the Saturday race.

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Driver Josef Newgarden (2) comes out of turn four during the NTT IndyCar Series HyVeeDeals.com 250 presented by DoorDash at Iowa Speedway in 
Newton, Iowa, on July 23. Newgarden finished first and led 208 out of the 250 laps.

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Driver Pato O’Ward (5) climbs the fence after winning the NTT IndyCar Series Hy-Vee Salute to Farmers 300 presented by Google at Iowa Speedway in 
Newton, Iowa, on July 24.

The NTT IndyCar Series held a doubleheader weekend at the Iowa Speedway from July 22-24. Josef Newgarden 
won the first race of the weekend while Pato O’Ward took the second.

NTT IndyCar Series races at Iowa Speedway 

I knew we had the pace to win. The 
problem was just trying to get up to Josef, and 
one thing is getting up to him and one thing 
is passing him … We took advantage of the 
opportunity that presented itself and walked 
away with it.

— Pato O’Ward after winning the Hy-Vee Salute to Farmers 300 
on Sunday

I love coming back here. I think it’s a really 
fun race. It’s quite a unique event on the calendar 
— short oval and bumpy … And I really enjoy that 
challenge. And I think it adds something to the 
calendar.

— Marcus Ericsson said before practice Friday

It’s one of my favorite tracks, so to win 
here again, it’s always very special.

— Josef Newgardenafter winning the HyVeeDeals.com 250 by 
DooDoorDash on Saturday
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