
The Daily Iowan
DAILYIOWAN.COM      50¢MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2022 THE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COMMUNITY SINCE 1868

I N S I D E

Watch for campus and city 
news, weather, and Hawkeye 

sports coverage at
dailyiowan.com

Laying the foundation downtown
For 40 years, the Pedestrian Mall has been the epicenter of Iowa City, but the downtown fixture wasn’t always wanted.

Brian Moore/The Daily Iowan
New benches in the Ped Mall mark the completion of Phase 1 of the downtown renovation project on Oct. 28, 1998.

Kate Perez
News Reporter

This article is one in a series about the Iowa City Pedes-
trian Mall. Stories on the present and future of the Ped Mall 
will follow in future DI issues.

It’s a Sunday spring morning and the Iowa City Pedes-
trian Mall is waking from hibernation. 

Children frolic on the playground next to the Iowa City 
Public Library, bouncing on the spongy material, shout-
ing joyfully. People lounge on the stone steps leading 
down to the fountain, basking in the sunlight and talking 
as cello music fills the air. A musician perches on a stage 
next to the Graduate Hotel, entertaining those walking 
through the mall hoping for a tip. 

People enter the Dandy Lion, the smells of syrup and ba-

con wafting out every time every time the door to the restau-
rant opens. The benches outside Bread Garden Market are 
free of snow and occupied once more by students, kids, 
parents, and older adults, all chattering away about their  
weekend plans.

It’s hard to imagine in this moment that Iowa City res-
idents did not always want the Ped Mall, which is now 
used and beloved by many. 

In 1960s Iowa City, Dubuque and College Streets in-
tersected where the Weatherdance fountain — a series of 
waterspouts that shoot water out from the ground, form-
ing a tunnel when all spouts are active — now entertains 
children and families on hot summer days. Then, the area 
was a center for commerce.

Colorful Chevy Impalas and Ford Pintos lined the 
streets, parked and waiting for their owners to re-

turn from shopping at JCPenney and Things &  
Things & Things.

The Iowa City Pedestrian Mall, affectionately known to 
many as the Ped Mall, City Plaza, and the Dubuque-Col-
lege Street Mall, has been a downtown staple for Uni-
versity of Iowa students and community members alike. 
However, this Iowa City activity hub would not change 
for another 10 years.

The idea of urban renewal spread rapidly throughout 
the U.S. during the ‘60s and ‘70s. Cities and towns, des-
perate to compete with the growing popularity of shop-
ping malls, turned to urban renewal to rejuvenate their 
dying downtowns. 

Iowa City was no differentand created its own urban 

Iowa OSHA issues no 
citations against UI

UI researchers 
study COVID-19 
signs in mouth
Researchers discovered 
bacterial biomarkers that 
can indicate a COVID-19 
infection in the mouth for 
patients with and without 
symptoms.

Anthony Neri
News Reporter

University of Iowa researchers are 
looking for signs of COVID-19 in  
the mouth. 

A group of researchers in the UI 
Carver College of Medicine conduct-
ed a study to identify biomarkers 
that indicate whether a patient has 
COVID-19.

Sukirth Ganesan, assistant professor 
in the UI Department of Periodontics, 
said previous COVID-19 research fo-
cused on the virus’ effects on the gut 
and the skin microbiomes, but not so 
much on the mouth or oral microbi-
ome — which differs drastically.

“The studies have shown that we 
cannot extrapolate what we find in 
the gut environment to the body in 
the oral cavity, the mouth, because the 
mouth is very different,” he said. 

The medicine college awarded Ga-
nesan and his team a Carver Trust 
COVID-19 Pilot Collaborative Award 
of $74,900 to fund the study in June 
2021. 

What researchers discovered was 
that the oral microbiome looks distinct 
when infected with COVID-19 com-
pared to other viruses, Ganesan said, 
but also that asymptomatic COVID-19 
patients have different oral microbi-
omes than symptomatic patients.

“I’m not saying we are there yet be-
cause this was a small group,” he said, 
referring to his 80 patients who were 
split into four groups of 20. “But this is 
very promising, to show that there are 
very clear concise results that we’ll be 
able to transform into a bigger study.”

Ganesan said the biomarkers, like 

The Iowa branch of Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
will not cite any official violations against the university.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Signs encouraging students to wear masks in classrooms are seen on the doors of the English-Philosophy Building at the University 
of Iowa on Aug. 23, 2021.
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Anthony Neri
News Reporter

The Iowa branch of the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration will not issue any 
violations or citations against 
the University of Iowa, follow-
ing an investigation into com-
plaints by the UI’s Campaign to 
Organize Graduate Students. 

In a letter to UI Occupa-
tional Safety Manager Steve 
Paulsen, Iowa OSHA did not 
issue any citations, but not-
ed that employees contracted 

COVID-19 through their work 
at the UI by being in close 
contact with others. 

“It was determined that 
there were certain employees 
who contracted work-relat-
ed COVID-19 by being in close 
contact … with others including 
other employees, students, and/
or the public,” the letter stated.

The letter, written by Iowa 
OSHA Administrator Russell 
Perry, advised the university 
to encourage or require em-
ployees to engage in COVID-19 
mitigation and protective mea-

sures. It also advised that the 
UI “evaluate any improvements 
that could be made to reduce 
and minimize” exposure to 
COVID-19.

The UI does not require 
vaccination or masks for 
students or employees, in 
line with the state Board of 
Regents’ policies. The UI and 
regents strongly recommend 
vaccination against COVID-19, 
and until the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 

OSHA | Page 5A

Iowa City West student 
kickstarts chess club for 
young girls 

The Chess Butterflies teaches 
elementary-aged girls how to 
play chess. Iowa City West High 
School freshman Anjali Lodh, 
who organized and runs the 
club, has played chess since she 
was 5 years old.

Page 6A

UI Cambus celebrates 50 
years of student-run ser-
vice  

Student supervisors for Cam-
bus, the University of Iowa’s 
transportation service, reflect 
on what it’s like to work for the 
fully student-initiated service as 
the operation turns 50. 
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The Pedestrian Mall: Past, Present, Future: Part I
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renewal plan in 1962, 
which included a version 
of the original Ped Mall, 
before construction in 
the ‘80s and ‘90s. 

Today, the Ped Mall is 
one of 11 remaining pe-
destrian malls that came 
of urban renewal projects 
across the U.S. 

The initial project was 
fraught with multiple 
scandals over the years. 
It was more than a decade 
after the initial proposal 

in the ‘60s that the urban 
renewal project even be-
gan, because of a slew of 
lawsuits muddling prog-
ress. See 3A for timeline.

In October 1973, the 
city opened the down-
town project to bids. The 
lone bidder and winner 
was Old Capitol Asso-
ciates, a local building 
company which signed a 
contract in March 1974 
to serve as the single de-
veloper of the urban re-
newal parcels.

As construction loomed 
near in 1974, a case stat-
ing that the Environmen-

tal Impact Statement 
filed for the project was 
inadequate halted prog-
ress once again. Though 
the case was eventual-
ly dismissed in Novem-
ber 1976, construction 
could not begin until it  
was over.

In 1976, a case brought 
against Iowa City by 
Charles Eastham, Har-
old Becholdt, and Jeanne 
Smithfield found that 
the city’s urban renew-
al redevelopment con-
tract with Old Capitol 
Associates was invali-
dated due to faulty bid-

ding procedures. After 
bids were received from 
the single developer, 
the city had negotiated 
terms other than those  
originally advertised. 

It was after this law-
suit that the city hired 
Zuchelli, Hunter and As-
sociates to assist with the 
urban renewal process 
and plans. The city was 
required to put the urban 
renewal parcels back on 
the market to be bid upon 
by multiple developers, 
and create a new urban 
renewal plan, which oc-
curred in 1977. 

In March of that year, 
the urban renewal plan 
was accepted by the Iowa 
City City Council. The 
City Council received 
the final design for the 
Ped Mall in October 1977, 
though construction had 
begun over that summer. 
Jack Leaman of Associat-
ed Engineers, Inc., in Ma-
son City, Iowa, was desig-
nated as the designer of 
the mall, according to the 
Iowa City Historical Soci-
ety archives.

Iowa City citizens were 
never completely sold on 
the idea of urban renew-
al or the Ped Mall, said 
Dale Helling, who served 
as Iowa City assistant 
city manager from 1978  
to 2011. 

“I was here in grad 
school when they were 
still wrestling with the 
whole idea, particular-
ly of the downtown and 
whether the Pedestrian 
Mall would be appropri-
ate down there, because 
this was in the ‘70s,” Hell-
ing said. “We were, even 
then, automobile-orient-
ed, and people expected 
to go downtown and park 
in front of wherever they 
were going to go.”

The concept of an ex-
tensive space where 
streets were blocked off 
to car traffic was new to 
the Iowa City community, 
Helling said. Though the 
idea was gaining traction 
across the nation, there 
was a lot of controversy 
about whether it was ap-
propriate for Iowa City.

The City Council had 
heated debates before 
ultimately deciding to 
go ahead with the Ped 
Mall project. Even after 
the plans were approved, 
people remained unhap-
py, Helling said. 

“There was that real 
rough spot between the 
time that we said, ‘We’re 
going to do this’ and 
‘We’re going to tear it out’ 
to the time when it start-
ed taking shape, and peo-

ple could see it was going 
to be reasonably nice,” he 
said. 

Helling said he at-
tempted to win people 
over by showing them 
pictures of a pedestri-
an mall built in Boulder, 
Colorado, which was also 
created by Jack Leaman 
of Associated Engineers, 
Inc., in Mason City, Iowa.

The Ped Mall stands on 
the path of College and 
Dubuque Streets. It was 
initially viewed as an in-
convenience not only by 
shoppers, Helling said, 
but also by shop owners.

“There was a lot of 
consternation among the 
businesses, because it 
was harder to get access 
to their property because 
the street was torn up, 
but there wasn’t yet a Pe-
destrian Mall to replace 
it,” Helling said. “That 
was the shopping hub for 
Iowa City, and it was just 
torn up and that made a 
lot of people unhappy 
about a lot of things.”

In the book, The Iowa 
City Story: “A Matter 
of Opinions,” Rosalind 
Moore, then-owner of 
Fanfare’s Shoes, is quoted 
saying that business own-
ers had to get creative as 
their locations were de-
stroyed for urban renewal 
construction. 

While Washington 
Street was being rebuilt 
in August 1977, there 
were Sidewalk Days, 
during which merchants 
publicized the unwant-
ed construction that was 
occurring downtown, she 
said. 

“The biggest problem 
we had as merchants was 
the way parking just kept 
disappearing. There was 
no place for our custom-
ers to park,” Moore said. 
“We finally got them to 
pave a temporary parking 
lot on the land that was 
cleared for the shopping 
center. It was essential if 
we were to keep custom-
ers coming downtown  

PED MALL
Continued from Front

The white, dotted outline indicates the Iowa City downtown district.
The dark gray area indicates the Ped Mall area from 1984 to today.  

The white, dotted outline indicates the Iowa City downtown district.
The dark gray area indicates the Ped Mall area before 1984.  

Infographics by Molly Milder

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
The Pedestrian Mall walkway is seen in Iowa City on March 14.

PED MALL: THEN VS. NOW
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Urban 
renewal 
proposed.

First urban 
renewal plan 
is developed.

Iowa City opens 
downtown project to 
bids. Old Capitol 
Associates, the only 
bidder, wins.

Construction of 
Blackhawk 
Minipark begins.

Redone urban renewal 
plan is accepted by the 
Iowa City City Council.

Iowa City hires 
Zuchelli, Hunter 
and Associates 
to assist with the 
urban renewal 
process. 

Plans for miniparks 
throughout Iowa City, 
including Blackhawk 
Minipark, are unveiled.

U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
threatens to pull out of the 
Iowa City project unless 
immediate urban project 
progress is made.

Urban 
renewal 
planning 
begins.

1962

1964 1973
March 

1973
December 

1976

1966

1973
October 1977

March 

1974
Summer 

Iowa City City Council 
decides to keep the 
Blackhawk Minipark 
parcel of land from being 
bid on after public 
outcries to keep the 
space.

1977
July 

The city rebids urban 
renewal parcels for 
redevelopment by 
multiple developers.

1977
July 

Final Ped Mall design 
given to the city 
council.

1977
October

Ped Mall construction 
begins.

1977
Late Summer 

Plaza Centre 
One is 
finished.

1977

The Ped Mall 
fountain, nicknamed 
“Three Women 
Peeing,” is 
constructed and 
completed.

1978

Iowa City City 
Council votes again 
to defer judgment on 
selling the 
Blackhawk Minipark 
parcel of land.

1979
August 

1979
September 22
Ped Mall o�icially 
opens and is 
designated as “City 
Plaza.”

Final vegetative 
elements are added 
to the mall.

1980
Spring

The Holiday Inn hotel, 
now occupied by the 
Graduate Hotel, opens, 
cutting o� Ped Mall 
access to Burlington 
Street.

The Ped Mall bricks, 
fountain, planters, and 
playground are 
replaced/renovated.

1984

1999
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Ped Mall: Construction fraught with lawsuits

— especially during the 
Christmas business.” 

After more than a de-
cade of planning and two 
years of construction, the 
Iowa City Ped Mall was 
dedicated as City Plaza 
on Sept. 22, 1979, with 
an eight-day celebration 
with live music, guest 
speakers, and children’s 

activities. While the Ped 
Mall section of urban re-
newal was complete, con-
struction on the Old Cap-
itol Town Centre began in 
May 1979 and continued 
until its opening in 1981. 

“Seventeen years and 
countless thousands of 
bricks later, the end is in 
sight. Governor Robert 
Lucas Square officially 
opens Sept. 22-29, with 
an eight-day celebration 
of music, dance, visual 
art and activities for all 
ages entitled ‘Art Sur-
rounds the Plaza,’” reads 
a 1979 edition of The  
Daily Iowan.

The completed Ped 
Mall featured trees and 
shrubbery, timber plant-
ers, brick paving, a play-
ground area with equip-
ment, and a multi-tiered 
brick fountain with large, 
steel pipes at the inter-
section of Dubuque and 
College Streets. 

According to a 1992 
edition of the DI, the 
fountain, informally 
called “Three Women 
Peeing” by the commu-
nity, cost $80,000 and 
was funded through do-
nations collected by  
Project Green.

The mall originally ex-
tended all the way to Bur-
lington Street, but was 
cut off when the $13 mil-
lion addition of the Hol-
iday Inn hotel was built 
in 1984. The Graduate 

Hotel currently occupies 
the original Holiday Inn 
building. 

The success of the 
Ped Mall resulted in the 
bricks needing replace-
ment, which occurred in 
1999. Karin Franklin, who 
served as Iowa City’s di-
rector of planning from 
1991 to 2007, said the 

bricks were uneven by the 
time the city looked to re-
place them. 

“We had some debate 
within the staff about 
whether to put bricks or 
just concrete and the rea-
son was that some people 
felt that the bricks were 
too slippery,” Franklin 
said. “I was not one of 
those people. I really pre-
fer the bricks — I think it 
makes it distinctive.” 

The 1999 Ped Mall 
project also included the 
replacement of the orig-
inal 1970s fountain. The 
original structure was 
removed out of worry for 
the safety of children who 
would play in the foun-
tain in the summer. While 
the original fountain was 
nice to look at, Franklin 
said, it was not meant to 
be interactive.

“The fountain that was 
there before, it had steps, 
and so it really wasn’t 
great for little kids to be 
on because if you take a 
header off of that, you 
can really hurt yourself,” 
she said. “The flat foun-
tain with the Weather-
dance design ... was seen 
as something that was 
going to be a lot safer and 
enable broader participa-
tion of actual activity in 
the fountain as opposed 
to just looking at it.” 

Now, the center of the 
Ped Mall is accompanied 
by a different type of 

structure. While children 
used to climb all over the 
bricks of the old foun-
tain and splash in its pool 
of water, they can now 
run through streams of  
water instead. 

The Weatherdance 
Fountain came from the 
Iowa City community, 
Franklin said. The water 
in the fountain shoots out 
from the ground accom-
panied by colorful lights 
at nighttime. The water 
spouts up at different 
times, depending on the 
pattern that is running.

The Iowa City Public 
Art Advisory Commit-
tee put out a call to Iowa 
City community art-
ists to submit ideas for  
the fountain. 

The Weatherdance 
Fountain was one of the 
first Iowa City Public Art 
Program projects, Frank-
lin said. It was essential 
to the group to focus on 
the Ped Mall, she said, as 
it is considered by many 
to be the center.

“We always looked at 
it as kind of the heart of 
the community,” Frank-
lin said. “That was the 
place to invest in im-
provements and invest 
in public art, which was 
intended to kind of show 
what the heart of the city 
was, what the heart of the 
community was, and em-
phasize the art focus that 
a lot of people in Iowa 
City have.” 

The final major aspect 
of the 1999 renovations 
focused on giving the 
original Ped Mall plants 
real planters. 

“The planters were all 
these railroad ties. The 
wood, it’s treated in time, 
it gets rotty,” Franklin 
said. “Those were re-
placed with either brick, 
concrete, or stone faces. 
A couple of those plant-

ers, embedded within 
the side of the planter, 
[have] images that were 
related to the fountain,  
like clouds.”

Franklin said she feels 
like the Ped Mall remains 
special to this day, even 
with all the changes it  
has endured. 

“A lot of cities [...] 
would open their Ped 
Mall back up and put the 
streets back in because 
businesses wanted access 
to the street, parking, and 
all that kind of stuff,” 
Franklin said. “Ours 
stuck, and I think there 
probably would have been 

a significant rebellion if 
we’d ever tried to get rid  
of the mall.” 

The Ped Mall is current-
ly undergoing another 
overhaul, with the Min-
nesota-based Tailwind 
Group bringing a $56 
million redevelopment to 
multiple buildings along 
College Street. The new 
Riverside Theatre is part 
of the project, as well as 
the upcoming ReUnion 
Brewery. 

Today, as the weather 
improves, it is not unusu-
al to see students mean-
dering around the Ped 
Mall, wandering in and 
out of Aspen Leaf, fro-
zen yogurt in hand and 
spoons in their mouths. 

At night, people wait to 
get into Brothers bar, as 
music pumps loudly out 
of the open doors, and 
windows allow an observ-
er to see the crowd in-
doors. Blue and red lights 
illuminate the trees, 
lighting the way for social 
goers to enjoy Iowa City 
nightlife. 

Every day, people con-
tinue to use the Ped Mall 
as a breeding ground for 
lifelong memories and 
experiences, as they have 
since 1979.

“I think the Ped Mall is 
one thing Iowa City can 
be very proud of,” Frank-
lin said. “I know the com-
munity values it and when 
people come from out of 
town, it is something that 
is special for our city.”

katharine-perez@uiowa.edu

Contributed: The Digital History Project

Zach Boyden-Holmes/The Daily Iowan
Charles Strange juggles for 6-year-old Amiela Canin Sunday evening in the pedestrian mall as her parents Ethan and 
Barbara and 3-year-old sister Ayla look on June 8, 2003.

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
The Black Hawk Mini Park is seen in Iowa City on March 14.

Contributed: Theo Lindley and the Digital History Project 

Contributed: Theo Lindley and the Digital History Project 

Seventeen years and countless thousands of bricks 
later, the end is in sight. 

—1979 edition of The Daily Iowan

Infographic by Marandah Mangra-Dutcher
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Opinions
The failure of the Turkish Model

Once hailed as a beacon of democracy in the Middle East, Turkey has begun the march to autocracy.

Turkey, a country once 
considered by Western 
leaders to be a strong dem-
ocratic model for the Arab 
countries in the Middle 
East, is on the path toward 
autocracy.

In fact, it would be suffi-
cient to say that Turkey is 
a model for how not to de-
mocratize. 

I visited Istanbul seven 
years ago and was struck 
by how the city managed 
to balance its Islamic and 
Christian past with the sec-
ular values that form the 
basis of the modern Turkish 
Republic. 

The old city, where the 
famed Hagia Sophia is lo-
cated, is the most crowded 
area in the city. 

During the Middle Ages, 
the Hagia Sophia was the 
most important church in 
Constantinople, capital of 
the Christian world. After 
the Ottoman Sultan con-
quered Constantinople in 
1453, the Hagia Sophia be-
came a mosque and the seat 
of the Islamic caliphate. 
In addition, the Ottomans 
made sure to change the 
name of the city to Istanbul. 

In 1935, to maintain the 
new secular ideology, the 
Turkish government con-
verted the Hagia Sophia 
into a museum so that citi-
zens and tourists alike could 
learn about the role that re-
ligion played in influencing 
Turkish society.

Twenty minutes away is 
Taksim square, one of the 
liveliest open public spac-
es on the European conti-
nent. Taksim is littered with 
Western shops. Alcohol is 
readily available for any 
tourist or resident looking 
to buy a drink and have a 
fun night out dancing and 

singing with locals and oth-
er expatriates. 

In other words, it seemed 
that politically and cultur-
ally, Turkey had found the 
right balance between re-
ligiosity and secularism to 
foster a successful democ-
racy.

For these reasons, when 
I visited in 2015, many ob-
servers held out the hope 
that Turkey and its leader 
— the moderate Islamist 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan — 
could serve as a democratic 
alternative to the brutal au-
tocratic regimes that have 
characterized politics in the 
Middle East. 

This proved to not be 
the case, as Erdoğan was 
revealed to be an autocrat 
looking to do away with 
Turkey’s modern secular 
identity. 

Over the past half decade, 
Erdoğan has consolidated 
his political power and ush-
ered in an era of democratic 
backsliding in the Turkish 
Republic. Today, Turkey still 
has democratic elements in 
its political system. Sadly, 
the Turkish opposition has 
had a difficult time winning 
majorities in the Turkish 
parliament. 

This was evident on my 
second trip to the city that I 
took this year. While Taksim 
and the old city still bustled, 
much had changed. 

First, in order to build his 
“Islamic” republic, Erdoğan 
ordered the conversion 
of the Hagia Sophia into 
a mosque. The mosaics of 
Jesus and Mary that were 
displayed so proudly a few 
years ago were now covered 
up by plaster. 

To the casual observer, 
the Islamization of Hagia 
Sophia may not seem like 
a big deal. To the Turkish 
political junkie, it is reflec-
tive of Erdoğan’s use of 
populism to marginalize 
his opponents — the highly 
educated urbanites of cities 
such as Istanbul and Anka-
ra.

Many of these urbanites 
hold strong belief in Kemal-
ism, the political philosophy 

named after Mustafa Kemal 
Atatürk, the father of the 
Turkish Republic.

After the breakup of the 
Ottoman Empire and cre-
ation of the modern Turkish 
state, Atatürk’s Kemalism 
was developed to mold Tur-
key into a European style 
nation-state. This not only 
included modernizing its 
political and economic sys-
tems, but overhauling Turk-
ish culture and language 
— separating it from its Is-
lamic influence. 

Atatürk’s death in 1938 
saw Turkey sweep between 
periods of democratic as-
cension and erosion as mil-
itary coups became a con-
stant occurrence. As a result 
of frequent political turmoil, 
Turkey began lagging be-
hind its European neighbors 
in standards of living. This 
all changed in 2002, when 
Erdoğan was elected as the 
country’s prime minister. 

Erdoğan adopted mar-
ket-based reforms that ush-
ered in a new era of growth 
and stability. His Justice and 
Development Party, or AKP, 
shattered Turkey’s previ-
ous two-party paradigm by 
mobilizing the rural, more 
Islamist populations, giving 
that group representation it 
had not seen previously.

However, at the same time 
Erdoğan began to slowly 
chip away at Kemalism, and 
by extension, the democrat-
ic institutions that helped 
him get elected in the first 
place. He introduced media 
censorship laws and began 
to crackdown on anti-gov-
ernment protests.  

Recognizing that Erdoğan 
was undermining the very 
existence of the Turkish 
republic, the military at-
tempted to overthrow him 
in 2016. The coup failed and 
Erdoğan clamped down, ar-
resting dissidents and any-
one else who threatened his 
rule. 

Then, the Turkish peo-
ple narrowly voted in favor 
of changes to their consti-
tution that increased Er-
doğan’s power greatly in 
2017. The new amendments 

abolished the office of prime 
minister and transferred the 
powers of that office to the 
president. 

Furthermore, the reforms 
changed the electoral sys-
tem of Turkey by increas-
ing the size of the Turkish 
Parliament from 550 to 600 
seats. Each party must also 
win 10 percent of the na-
tional vote if they want to 
have a seat in Parliament.

These reforms ended up 
benefiting Erdoğan because 
Turkey’s electoral system is 
a mixed proportional rep-
resentation system with a 
closed party list. To put this 
in an American perspec-
tive, in each parliamentary 
district, voters can select 
multiple members of par-
liament to represent their 
districts. 

Essentially, parties do 
not compete, but must win 
a certain number of votes if 
they want to win one of the 
seats in a district. 

On the ballot, voters 
do not vote for individual 
candidates but rather the 
political party that the pro-

spective representative is 
a member of.  Therefore, in 
a closed list system, many 
parties are elected to the 
legislative party and must 
form a coalition if they want 
to govern. 

What separates Turkey 
from other countries that 
use proportional represen-
tation is that each party 
must gain 10 percent of the 
national vote if they want to 
serve in the parliament.

To simplify this concept, 
imagine there are three 
parties running for a dis-
trict with two seats. The 
threshold in the district is 
5 percent. Party X wins 51 
percent of the vote in the 
district, but only 7 percent 
of the national vote. Par-
ty Y wins 45 percent of the 
district vote and 11 percent 
of the national vote. Finally, 
party Z wins 4 percent of the 
district vote and 13 percent 
of the national vote. 

In Turkey, representa-
tives from parties Y and Z 
would serve in parliament 
because they crossed the 
10-percent national thresh-

old while party X did not, 
even though party X won a 
majority of the votes within 
that district. 

This has allowed the AKP 
and its coalitional allies to 
essentially win parliamen-
tary elections. Because Er-
doğan controls all elements 
of the AKP, the Turkish 
parliament has become no 
more than a rubber stamp 
for the president. 

The rise of authoritari-
anism in Turkey cannot be 
overshadowed. On my re-
cent visit to Istanbul, I no-
ticed the large number of 
militarized police monitor-
ing the streets, prowling for 
dissidents.

 My third night in Istanbul 
saw violence erupt between 
Turkish police and dem-
onstrators, many of whom 
were arrested. Watching 
cops violently push people 
around and close off entire 
streets epitomized what 
Turkey is on the path to 
becoming — anything but a 
mature democracy.

shahan-khan@uiowa.edu
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The Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, Turkey, is pictured.

Shahab Khan
Opinions Columnist

As University of Iowa 
students prepare for apart-
ment leasing season, it is 
important for renters to 
understand their rights if 
they own emotional sup-
port animals — a prescribed 
treatment from mental 
health professionals to 
people needing emotional 
assistance or support. 

This is especially true 
after Iowa complicated 
landlord responsibilities 
for emotional support 
animals for buildings 
with no pets allowed.  

Cohen v. Clark was filed 
June 30, 2020. The ruling 
established a vague pro-
cedure for Iowa landlords 
to operate on a “first 
come, first served” basis 
when considering tenants 
with pet dander allergies 
against tenants requiring 

emotional suppport ani-
mal (ESA) access in their 
buildings. Iowa Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Susan 
Christensen declared the 
ruling as not fit for every 
case.

The standard leasing 
agreement for a build-
ing designating “no pets 
allowed” rules often in-
clude a statement clause 
that pets will be allowed 
for reasonable accommo-
dations, including men-
tal illness or emotional 
assistance.

Jacquie Brennan and 
Vinh Nguyen from Service 
Animals and Emotional 
Support Animals network 
explain in an article what 
qualifies as reasonable ac-
commodations “to ensure 
people who need emotion-
al support animals are giv-
en equal opportunity and 
access to housing. Waiving 
of pet fees or additional 
monthly pet rent and ac-
cess to buildings that usu-
ally do not allow pets are 
two examples provided.”

Although the American 
Disabilities Act  is the most 
often referred to set of le-
gal protections for disabled 
people in the U.S., the Fair 

Housing Act covers rights 
to have an emotional sup-
port animal in housing. 

The act does not allow 
landlords to ask for specific 
service animal vests or tags 
to be worn or to demand 
proof of training for a ser-
vice animal, unless the an-
imal has previously shown 
that it is a threat or harm 
to others. 

Certain hospital set-
tings are the only current 
restrictions in place for 
recognized service ani-
mals under the same leg-
islation. Service animals 
are not allowed into op-
erating or recovery areas 
where a lack of sterility 
could impact the health 
of human occupants. 

However, emotional 
support animals often face 
greater restrictions than 
their service animal peers. 
While service animals can 
stay by their human com-
panion’s side in the gro-
cery store, movie theater, 
and professional work and 
restaurant settings, emo-
tional support animals can 
be restricted in public lo-
cations. 

So why doesn’t ev-
ery person in need of an 

emotional support ani-
mal qualify, apply for, and 
obtain a service animal if 
they want to ensure their 
animal is allowed in their 
rental housing?

Service animal quali-
fications are much more 
limited than emotional 
support animals. Similarly, 
while the Fair Housing Act 
allows for animals other 
than dogs to be considered 
assistance animals or emo-
tional support animals, 
the American Disabilities 
Act only considers canine 
breeds as eligible for ser-
vice animal status.

Service animals are also 
a financial investment, and 
often one so large that not 
everyone is able to afford 
the training and certifica-
tions needed to call their 
companion an official ser-
vice animal. 

Integrity, Inc. works to 
ensure equitable practices 
and community for neuro-
divergent peoples in Cen-
tral Arkansas.

On its website, the 
company reports that 
many service animals 
carry a minimum cost 
of $17,000, with service 
animal training costing 

around $40,000 after pur-
chasing the animal.  

While grants and schol-
arships exist to help com-
bat the cost of service 
animals for those in need, 
this is a high price to ask 
of a population that is 
already financially disad-
vantaged due to more fre-
quent, sometimes urgent 
medical needs. 

The rising number of 
emotional support ani-
mals in the U.S. creates 
a need for concrete, spe-
cifically outlined rights to 
protect those who need 
animal support to lead 
their version of a good, 
productive life. 

In a 2019 New York Times 
article, Farah Stockman 
reported that the nation-
wide number of service 
and emotional support 
animals  had reached ap-
proximately 200,000, ac-
cording to the National 
Service Animal Registry. 
This number was 80 times 
higher than in 2011. Stock-
man mentioned the rising 
number of service animals 
and ESAs registered in the 
U.S. is becoming a concern 
to landlords, airlines, and 
others. 

Assisting and changing 
behavior to improve the 
quality of life for others 
shouldn’t be a primarily 
legal concern for those in 
helping and human service 
industries such as travel, 
housing, and education. 

It is nearly impossible, 
and unethical, to concrete-
ly determine a hierarchy of 
health needs similar to the 
one the Cohen v. Clark rul-
ing asks landlords to do.  

While I understand the 
practicality behind a “first 
come, first served” rule 
when it comes to health 
conflicts between tenants 
in rental housing, one has 
to wonder if the result 
would be the same if the 
case did not include the in-
herent power dynamic that 
exists between both visible 
and invisible, and physical 
and mental disabilities and 
illnesses. 

Students wanting to 
understand more about 
renter’s law or needing 
legal assistance for issues 
involving off-campus res-
idences can make an ap-
pointment with UI Student 
Legal Services. 

yasmina-sahir@uiowa.edu

Yasmina Sahir
Opinions Columnist

Emotional support animals suffer under housing laws
A 2020 Iowa Supreme Court ruling is another attack on mental health resources available to Iowa City renters.
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The Iowa baseball team celebrates during a game between Iowa and Texas Tech on Sunday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Red Raiders, 6-3.

inflammation or the types 
and amounts of bacteria in 
the mouth, were thus far 
“distinct and unique” based 
on his patients’ COVID-19 
status and symptoms.

“Even the inflammatory 
markers in the oral cavi-

ty are very specific when 
someone tests positive and 
has COVID-19 and some-
one tests positive and has 
the flu,” he said.

Ganesan said his team 
will conduct a larger study 
to see how well these bio-
markers are able to predict 
the presence or absence of 
COVID-19 and its symp-
toms.

“Six of the markers were 
identified only in the symp-
tomatic COVID groups, and 
we did not see them in the 
asymptomatic positives at 
all, and we are finding this 
all in saliva,” he said.

Ashutosh Mangalam, as-
sociate professor in the UI 
Department of Pathology, 
said COVID-19 reduces the 
level of streptococcus, a 
health-associated bacteria 
in the mouth, and results in 
an increase in disease-as-
sociated bacteria, which are 
called pathobionts.

The imbalance of these 
species of bacteria is called 
dysbiosis, he said.

“Maybe we can identi-
fy and mitigate these oral 
dysbiosis early, then most 
probably we can reduce 
the long-term effect of 
COVID,” he said.

Mangalam added that 
the oral cavity is connect-
ed to the gut, so COVID-19 
left unidentified and un-
treated can cause issues 
like constipation, as oral 
bacteria travels to the gut 
microbiome. 

“I think we always want 
to treat patients because 
that’s what we ultimate-
ly want to understand,”  
he said.

anthony-neri@uiowa.edu

Defeating the Raiders
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changed their metrics for 
mask recommendations, 
the UI strongly encour-
aged that people on cam-
pus wear masks indoors.

In an email to The Daily 
Iowan, UI spokesperson Je-
neane Beck wrote that the 
OSHA recommendations 
were in line with universi-
ty policy. 

“The University of Iowa 
places a very high priority 
on the health and well-be-
ing of its students, staff, 
and faculty and took sig-
nificant and deliberate 
steps to reduce the risk of 
exposure to the COVID-19 
virus,” Beck wrote. “It has 
abided by the Governor’s 
public health emergency 
declarations and the direc-
tives of its governing body, 
the Board of Regents, State 
of Iowa.” 

Perry also recommended 
that the university record 
and track employee cases 
of COVID-19. The univer-
sity does keep a tally of 
self-reported employee 
cases on its website. 

“Throughout the pan-
demic, university leader-
ship relied on guidance 
from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), as well as 
state and county health 
departments,” Beck said. 
“It has monitored a series 
of metrics, including new 
cases, available staffing for 
critical functions, and the 
capacity level at UI Health 
Care, to determine when 
or if to alter policies, pro-
cedures, or scheduling.”

An unofficial document 
provided by COGS to the 
DI, however, cites that 
some COVID-19 measures 
at the UI were found by the 
agency’s investigator, Ken-
go Okuda, to be “highly 
unsatisfactory.” 

Iowa OSHA reported 
these findings at a meet-
ing with COGS on March 3, 

according to a COGS news 
release detailing its con-
cerns from the same day.

The DI used several 
methods to contact Iowa 
OSHA, the investigations 
OSHA contact, and the 
Iowa OSHA bureau multi-
ple times, but did not re-
ceive a response.

Beck wrote in an email 
to the DI on March 3 that 
the university was in-
formed that day by Iowa 
OSHA that there were no 
violations found and no 
citations would be issued. 

“The IOSHA inspector 
described the document 
provided as his informal 
method of organizing his 
notes and the information 
he received from both em-
ployees and the Universi-
ty,” Beck wrote. “It was not 
described as a final report.” 

The news release from 
COGS states that Iowa 
OSHA investigators infer 
from their findings that 
graduate instructors “like-
ly contracted COVID-19 in 
the working environment” 
because of the lack of pre-
ventative measures.

COGS filed an OSHA 
complaint on Sept. 21, 
2021, asserting that the 
UI was violating its own 
safety measures as well as 
federal law.

Some of COGS’ dissat-
isfaction, according to 
the press release, is due 
to a “total lack of mask 
or vaccine requirements, 
surveillance testing, and 
a ban on informing stu-
dents about positive cas-
es in class.”

Additionally, the press 
release quotes Okuda, who 
did not respond to requests 
for comment, describing 
some existing safety mea-
sures “as impractical and 
unfeasible” for workers.

Okuda is also cited in 
the release as saying that 
the UI was able to deny 
some instructors’ requests 
for online classes because 
the American Disabilities 
Act does not require ac-

commodations for certain 
i m m u n o c o m p r o m i s e d 
people.

COGS’ hopes moving 
forward

COGS Press and Pub-
licity Chair Caleb Klipo-
wicz said he hopes that, 
based on the findings, 
the UI will take gradu-
ate students’ health and 
safety more seriously. 

Klipowicz said hazard 
pay is reasonable com-
pensation for what he 
considers a lack of work-
er safety if the universi-
ty continues requiring 
in-person instruction. 

He added that it is diffi-
cult for COGS to press the 
university on COVID-19 
safety measures, given 
federal and state steps 
to alleviate pandemic re-
strictions.

The UI changed its mes-
saging around the use of 
face coverings in campus 
buildings on March 3 from 
“strongly encouraged” to 
“face masks are not re-
quired, but welcome.”

Johnson County is at a 
low community level of 
COVID-19, according to 
the the CDC’s COVID-19 
County Check. The CDC 
does not recommend that 
healthy people in coun-
ties with low or medium 
levels of COVID-19 wear 
masks, but says people 
may based on personal 
preference. 

Klipowicz said 
COVID-19 safety is not 
COGS’ central concern 
right now, as the omicron 
variant subsides in se-
verity, but that the orga-
nization expects anoth-
er COVID-19 wave and 
is prepared to push the 
university again to avoid 
what he called “an insuf-
ficient, inadequate, and 
unacceptable” response.

The UI reported one 
new employee case of 
the virus on March 18 
and a total of 3,558 cam-

pus-wide student and 
employee COVID-19 cas-
es since Aug. 23, 2021.

Klipowicz said he hopes 
that the university will 
continue to work with 
COGS and listen to the 

union’s concerns moving 
forward.

“And most important-
ly, they’ll start listen-
ing to campus voices 
like COGS, like profes-
sors, who have all been 

calling for the kinds of 
things that OSHA point-
ed out we have needed all 
along,” he said. 

anthony-neri@uiowa.edu
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Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
A COGS sticker is seen on a stop light post on Oct. 16, 2020.
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IC West freshman starts 
chess club for young girls

Two programs celebrate youth writing

Anjali Lodh hopes to improve equity in chess by teaching elementary-aged girls to play.

The One Book Two Book Children’s Literature Festival and Iowa Young Writers’ Studio encourage children to write.

Jami Martin-Trainor 
Arts Reporter

Anjali Lodh started play-
ing chess at 5 years old. Her 
dad would teach her how 
to play while they waited 
for her brother to get done 
with chess club at the Iowa 
City Public Library.

Over the years, howev-
er, Lodh noticed a glaring 
issue in competitive chess 
representation. Wheth-
er in clubs or at practices, 
camps, or competitions, 
Lodh said she’s seen far 
more men than women in-
volved in the sport.

Nine years after her first 
chess match with her fa-
ther, in 2019, Lodh creat-
ed the Chess Butterflies, 
a chess club exclusively 
for elementary-aged girls 
who want to learn how to 
play. The club just recent-
ly picked up again after 
a brief hiatus during the 
pandemic and meets every 
Sunday at the Coralville 
Public Library.

Lodh said that the dis-
parity between men and 
women in chess can cause 
women to feel unwelcome.

“It’s really important 
because girls drop out be-
cause they don’t have peo-
ple to play with,” Lodh said. 
“It’s just not super encour-
aging to face rude remarks 
and sexism in chess.”

Lodh said that, while a 
single group like the Chess 
Butterflies can’t complete-
ly bridge the gender gap 
in chess, she hopes the 
group forms a community 
of players who can support 
one another. 

“There’s a lot of factors 
contributing to [the gender 
gap in chess], so we decid-
ed if we could raise the new 
generation of chess kids, 
they could keep going with 
each other,” Lodh said.

Lodh runs the group en-
tirely on her own. She not-
ed that teaching girls how 
to play chess feels far dif-
ferent than playing chess, 
but learning how to do 
both has been rewarding. 

“They’re always asking 
questions, and it’s really 
overwhelming sometimes 
to try and handle all the 
little kids, but it’s definite-
ly very rewarding seeing 
them play chess and have 
fun with each other,” she 
said.

Lodh said her experi-
ences learning chess have 
not always been positive. 
When she joined a chess 
club in elementary school, 
she sat through long, 
“droning” lectures and les-
sons that she said were not 
catered to young people.  

The Chess Butterflies 
focuses on improving how 
chess is taught. Featuring 

lessons specifically tai-
lored to kids, Lodh hopes 
to keep the players en-
gaged and interested in 
learning.

 “I know I was just like 
these kids, so I try and 
keep it as fun and engaging 
as possible and take craft 

breaks or snacks so they 
don’t get overwhelmed or 
burnt out,” she said. 

While the Chess But-
terflies is organized and 
carried out by Lodh, her 
family helps her out. Her 
father, Romy Lodh, helps 
set up and clean up boards 

and materials, and coaches 
some of the kids individu-
ally. 

“My favorite part of the 
club is to see Anjali doing 
an excellent job of impart-
ing chess knowledge via a 
mix of chess lessons and 
fun activities,” Romy wrote 

in an email to The Daily 
Iowan. “Many of the kids 
tell their parents that The 
Chess Butterflies is their 
favorite activity of the 
week.”

jami-martin-trainor@uiowa.
edu    

Jami Martin-Trainor
Arts Reporter

Iowa City is interna-
tionally recognized for 
producing talented writ-
ers. Through programs 
like the University of 
Iowa Writers’ Workshop, 
the Nonfiction Writing 
Program, and various lit-
erary magazines on the 
UI campus, the city has 
gained a reputation for 
producing excellent writ-
ers and allowing authors  
to flourish.

Many of the notewor-
thy programs in Iowa City 
cater to adults seeking 
to further themselves as 
writers. But the city still 
holds a great deal of po-
tential and opportunities 
for young writers looking 
to explore the world of 
literature. 

The One Book Two 
Book Children’s Litera-
ture Festival, hosted by 
the Iowa City UNESCO 
City of Literature, is one 
such celebration that fo-
cuses on the success and 
talent of local kids. The 
organization’s website 
states that, while chil-
dren are often recognized 
for their athletic and mu-
sical talents, praise for 
literary accomplishments 
is lacking. 

“As a UNESCO City of 
Literature, we rightly 

laud the published and 
soon-to-be published 
authors among us, but 
we tend to overlook the 
most abundant pool of 
talent in our area: our 
K-12 schools,” the event 
website reads. 

The One Book Two 
Book Children’s Litera-
ture Festival aims to fill 
that gap, allowing chil-
dren to submit content 
that is judged and award-
ed in a public setting. 
This year’s festival took 
place on Feb. 26 and 27, 
during which winners 
were announced, and 
other activities related to 
books and reading were 
held.

Iowa City UNESCO City 
of Literature Director 
John Kenyon said that the 
program provides a lot 
of freedom for children 
in terms of what they 
can submit to the con-
test portion of the event. 
Through honorable men-
tions and multiple differ-
ent categories that select 
winners, many writers 
can be recognized. 

 “We’re able to recog-
nize usually between 70 
and 100 kids for their 
writing,” Kenyon said.

Whether a child wants 
to pursue writing as a 
career or simply use the 
craft as a form of expres-
sion, Kenyon said that all 

kids are encouraged to 
participate. 

“It encourages them 
to write — it gives them 
something to work to-
ward, to give them a goal, 
particularly the [kids] that 
want to be recognized for 
their work,” Kenyon said.

Youth writing programs 
in Iowa City not only sup-
port local kids, but have a 
nationwide reach as well. 
The Iowa Young Writers’ 
Studio invites students 
from across the country 
to stay at the UI and learn 
from local writers.

Iowa Young Writers’ 
Studio Director Stephen 
Lovely said the selective 
program shows the im-
mense talent and demand 
for writing in Iowa. The 
program receives a high 
number of applicants 
each year.

“[The students are] ea-
ger for knowledge, for 
information, and resourc-
es about how to develop 
this writing,” Lovely said. 
“So many of them are at 
a point where they want 
to know more about the 
finer points of craft. They 
want to learn how to take 
the sort of expressive out-
pouring of language and 
thought and emotion and 
feeling, and turn it into 
art.”

Hosted virtually for the 
past two years, the Iowa 

Young Writers’ Studio has 
plans to move to a hybrid 
format this summer.  

Kenyon said that, re-
gardless of age, writing 
tends to be a journey tak-
en alone, and it is there-
fore essential to share 

work that deserves praise 
with the world. 

“Writing — it’s such 
a solitary pursuit that, 
sometimes, you think it’s 
nice to just shine a light 
on people who are doing 
a great job,” Kenyon said. 

“It’s not as public, there’s 
not as much profit cir-
cumstances around it as 
there is around other ac-
tivities kids do.”

jami-martin-trainor@uiowa.
edu    
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Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Director of the Iowa City UNESCO City of Literature John Kenyon poses for a portrait at the Iowa City Public 
Library on Oct. 25, 2021.
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Bills that were introduced, but did not pass, in the current legislative session raised concerns among
intellectual freedom supporters and local librarians.

Marandah Mangra-Dutcher     
News Reporter

Johnson County li-
braries have spoken out 
against bills proposed 
by Iowa lawmakers that 
would have made it easier 
to challenge library ma-
terials and create punish-
ments for librarians and 
educators deemed to be 
distributing obscene ma-
terial. 

The Iowa City Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
issued a statement on Feb. 
24 opposing four bills in 
the Iowa Legislature that 
the board felt would curb 
intellectual freedom. 

Of the four bills ref-
erenced in the board’s 
Feb. 24 statement, three 
have since failed to pass 
the Legislature’s second 
funnel deadline, which 
requires a bill to pass out 
of one chamber of the leg-
islature. 

Tom Rocklin, vice pres-
ident of the Iowa City 
Public Library Board of 
Trustees, said the board 
felt it was necessary to 
release a statement on re-
cent actions by the Iowa 
legislature that could 
curb the kind of content 
available in libraries and 
place punishments on ed-
ucators and librarians. 

“In the current climate 
of controversy around 
intellectual freedom, we 
felt it was important to 
let the community know 
where the governing 
board of the Iowa City 
Public Library stood on 
the issues,” Rocklin said 
in an interview with The 

Daily Iowan.
Only one bill discussed 

in the press release, 
House File 2498, is still 
active.

 It was not passed by 
a chamber, but it was 
placed on unfinished 
business, meaning it can 
come up again later in 
the session. It would re-
move the requirement for 
school librarians to have 
a master’s degree.  

“[HF2498] removes 
language that requires 
schools to hire one certi-
fied librarian per school 
district, allowing dis-
tricts to hire personnel 
that have no training or 
experience in selecting 
appropriate materials 
for students,” the library 
board’s press release said. 
“These bills claim ‘trans-
parency,’ but transparen-
cy already exists for every 
library in the state.”

Of the four bills, House 
File 2321 and House File 
2176 were not passed, but 
would have impacted the 
type of collections al-
lowed in both public and 
school libraries. Senate 
File 2364 was also not 
passed.

“HF2321 empowers 
City Councils to overrule 
a library board in terms 
of placement of an item 
within a library collection 
as well as limiting an item 
to patrons above a certain 
age,” the board wrote. 

Rocklin said the intent 
of House File 2321 was 
clear — to circumvent 
library boards and pro-
fessional librarians from 
making decisions regard-

ing what is included in 
collections. 

“Our library board 
doesn’t decide what ma-
terials are going to be ac-
quired or how they’re go-
ing to be circulated,” he 
said. “We do have a pret-
ty extensive policy that 
guides the staff on those 
questions.”

Coralville Public Li-
brary Director Alison 
Ames Galstad said intel-
lectual freedom is every-
one’s right to access in-
formation and to choose 
what to read or engage 
with within the con-
structs of the law. 

“During my time as a 
librarian, this seems to 
be definitely the height of 
what I have seen during 
my professional years,” 
she said. 

The Iowa City Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
released a statement re-
garding bills introduced 
in early February that 
could have impacted how 
libraries function. 

Galstad said the 
Coralville Public Library 
Board of Trustees re-
viewed collection and 
material selection poli-
cies in March. 

“So, the March meet-
ing was the meeting that 
they reviewed our col-
lection development and 
material selection policy, 
which also includes as an 
addendum statement of 
concern about library’s 
resources,” she said.

The library offers a 
form for patrons to fill 
out if they have any com-
plaints about a book or 

magazine, she added. 
The Coralville board 

also reviewed informa-
tion in March created 
and shared by the Amer-
ican Library Association, 
Galstad said. 

“They reviewed the Li-
brary Bill of Rights, which 
is an American Library 
Association document 
that’s been around for 
probably 90 years,” she 
said. “It’s revised regular-
ly, but it is a list of things 
that should guide librar-

ies in their services, just 
basic policies,” 

Galstad said that, af-
ter that meeting, a board 
member contacted the 
rest of the board regard-
ing creating a statement.

“That decision hasn’t 
been made or a statement 
hasn’t been approved or 
anything, but they are 
well aware of what Iowa 
City did and they come 
from that same place of 
recognition,” she said.

Galstad said she has 

worked as a librarian for 
30 years, and this is the 
highest realm of threats 
to intellectual freedom 
she’s witnessed. 

“This is a particularly 
divisive time in our cul-
ture,” Galstad said. “You 
can certainly go back in 
history to the 50s, the 
post-war years in the 50s, 
and see similar attacks on 
intellectual freedom.”

marandah-mangra-dutcher@
uiowa.edu

Johnson County librarians oppose 
legislative efforts to limit libraries 

Lillie Hawker/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa City Public Library is seen on Sunday.

Sabine Martin   
News Editor

Johnson County has en-
tered a low communi-
ty level for COVID-19, 
according to Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention metrics, 
permitting fewer coun-
ty-wide virus mitigation 
measures.

Johnson County Pub-
lic Health Division Man-
ager Sam Jarvis told the 
Johnson County Board 
of Supervisors on March 
16 that the county will 
continue to promote 
COVID-19 vaccines, 
readily available tests, 
and good ventilation. 
Every county in Iowa 
except Appanoose and 
Davis counties is in low 
transmission. 

“We have seen the re-
moval of a lot of other 
physical partitions and 
barriers that were once 
put up in intersections 
and points of high inter-
action,” he said. “Things 
like that can be thought 
to be removed.” 

The CDC categorizes a 
county as experiencing 
a “low” COVID-19 com-
munity level if it has: 

— Fewer than 200 
COVID-19 cases per 
100,000 population in 
the last seven days. 

— Less than 10 percent 
of inpatient beds occupied 
by COVID-19 patients. 

Jarvis added that, 
in the last seven days, 
there have been fewer 
than 100 cases in the 
county. There were two 
COVID-19 cases in John-
son County on March 15, 
he said. 

Johnson County 
had an average of 11 
COVID-19 cases since 
March 19, according 
to the New York Times’ 
COVID-19 database. 

The county, Iowa City, 
and the Iowa City Com-
munity School District 
recently ended their 
face-covering policies 
for staff and visitors in 
county buildings. 

The University of Iowa 
reported one COVID-19 
case among employ-
ees and students since 
March 18. 

“Going into the 
spring, summer, and 
probably perpetuity, we 
will continue to promote 
COVID-19 vaccines,” 

Jarvis said.  
While COVID-19 cases 

are single digits, Jarvis 
said the county plans to 
continue to monitor cas-
es after spring break. 

“With that, in the 
context, we do know it is 
also spring break, so we 
know that there is prob-
ably a less desire to do so 
at the moment,” he said. 

COVID-19 variant BA.2

Jarvis said the coun-
ty hasn’t seen BA.2, the 
newest COVID-19 vari-
ant that has spread in 
the Northeastern and 
Western U.S., in Iowa’s 
State Hygienic Lab test 
results to date. 

“From what it sounds 
like, from what is being 
referred to as the BA.2 
variant of omicron,” 
he said. “And so, right 
now, something of note 
is it’s being described 
as just as contagious, 
if not more. As we have 
seen throughout multi-
ple variants and phases 
… what we see happen 
globally may end up in 
our backyard.”

sabine-martin@uiowa.edu

Johnson County declared 
‘low’ level of COVID-19 

community spread
Johnson County may see fewer COVID-19 mitigation 

efforts inside of businesses and county buildings after 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention cate-

gorized the county’s COVID-19 level as “low.” 

Source: New York Times COVID-19 Database.
Infographic by Caleb McCullough
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Puzzle solutions on page 2A

   

No. 0214

Across

Down

 1 Genre for the boy band BTS
 5 Palm that yields deep purple fruit
 9 Rotating barbecue rod
13 Befuddled state
14 Nut from an oak
15 Answer to Gollum’s riddle in “The Hobbit”
 “This thing all things devours: Birds, beasts,
 trees, flowers …”
16 Morning waker-upper
18 “Terrible” czar
19 ___ the Frog
20 Vigor
21 The one for Starbucks shows a two-tailed
 mermaid
22 Peeved
23 Step counter
25 Baghdad currency
27 Skin art, in brief
28 “Friend or ___?”
31 Furthermore
33 Upstate New York city
37 Orienteering aid
40 Trove of business contacts
42 Singing group often in robes
43 Wise one in “Star Wars”
45 “Didn’t I call it?”
46 Helper for Santa
48 Upbeat and cheerful
51 What many a home movie was once shot on

55 Cocktail favored by Carrie Bradshaw on
 “Sex and the City”
59 Home of the N.B.A.’s Jazz
60 Goof up
61 Repeated verbatim
62 ___ fides (credentials)
63 Device that can replace 16-, 23-, 37-, 40-
 and 51-Across
65 Profession for many an M.I.T. grad: Abbr.
66 Do, re, mi, etc.
67 Guesstimate words
68 Aisle, window or middle, on a plane
69 Harbinger
70 Muscat’s land

 
 1 Army uniform material
 2 Like pastels compared to primary colors
 3 Missouri’s ___ Mountains
 4 Set in waves, as hair
 5 ___ tear (athlete’s injury)
 6 Cask makers
 7 Rainbow-shaped
 8 Receptacle into which a quill is dipped
 9 Shoe sometimes called a “spike heel”
10 Turn on an axis
11 Publicist’s concern
12 Pavarotti’s vocal range

14 Part of a play
17 Skirt length that ends midcalf
23 ___-walsy (chummy)
24 Handle roughly
26 Music’s Lil ___ X
28 5G-regulating org.
29 Reaction to fireworks
30 Moody music genre
32 Command accompanying a pounding gavel
34 Drivers’ licenses and such
35 So-so grade
36 Body spray brand
38 Apt infographic for showing a bakery’s sales
39 Woody’s folk-singer son
41 Rowing implement
44 Perform surgery
47 Largest inland city in California
49 Single-serving coffee pod
50 “Hello-o-o-o!”
51 Shapes of most sugar lumps
52 Do penance
53 Japanese comics style
54 She may take your temp before tucking you in
56 Hurricane or typhoon
57 High-I.Q. group
58 Classical theater
61 Four of these make a gal.
64 Kylo ___ of “Star Wars” 

Cambus celebrates 50 years of student service 
The transportation service is one of the only completely student-started and operated

systems at the University of Iowa.
Kate Perez
News Reporter

The University of Iowa 
Cambus system, a fully 
student-serviced oper-
ation, is celebrating 50 
years.

The bus system was 
founded in 1971 and start-
ed service in 1972.

Students can rise 
through different levels of 
employment at Cambus. 
Cambus Operations Man-
ager Mia Brunelli said all 
students begin as drivers 
for fixed routes and then 
can apply to be drivers for 
the Bionic Bus, which pro-
vides on-demand rides for 
people with disabilities. 
Drivers can then become 
dispatchers, trainers, and 
student mechanics. 

Finally, students can be-
come student supervisors 
who meet with Cambus 
managers weekly, Brunelli 
said. 

Cambus Manager Bri-
an McClatchey said the 
transportation system is 
special because it is one of 
the few student-initiated 
services or programs that 
has remained intact for 50 
years. 

“I think it’s a real cred-
it to everybody involved, 
and University of Iowa 
students, that you can 
maintain this initiative ... 
for 50 years,” McClatchey 
said. “The bones that it 
was built upon still exist 
today.”

While students learn 
their new roles at sup-
port positions, Brunelli 
said she and McClatchey 
spend time mentoring the 
students until they be-
come advisory members 
to them. 

“Our support positions 
are really great oppor-
tunities for students to 
grow and develop as pro-
fessionals and get to be in 
positions that have a lot 
of responsibility,” Brunel-
li said. “We really want to 
make sure we put them in 
a position where they can 
make sound decisions and 
use good judgment and 
we’re just here to support 
them as they do that.”

Iowa’s other public 

universities do not have 
student-operated bus 
systems. Iowa State Uni-
versity uses CyRide, but 
jobs are filled by city em-
ployees. The University of 
Northern Iowa has no bus 
system.

UI third-year student 
Darshaun Smith began 
working at Cambus during 
his first year at the univer-
sity. He now serves as the 
Cambus dispatch and Bi-
onic supervisor. 

As the Bionic supervi-
sor, Smith helps arrange 
services for people who 
need the Bionic Bus and 
approve, deny, or suggest 
other transportation op-
portunities or situations 
if necessary for those re-
questing Bionic Bus ser-
vices.

Smith said he originally 
decided to work at Cambus 
because he likes to drive, 
listen to music, and be so-
cial with other people. He 
stayed at Cambus because 
of the rewarding feeling 

he gets from providing the 
service to the community. 

The way the bus system 
helps other people is spe-
cial to him, he said.

“It is the fact that this 
organization was started 
50 years ago by students 
who realized a gap and 
which they knew they 
could gather the resources 
to fill,” Smith said. “Peo-
ple at Cambus just know 
it’s, yes, a community in 
and of itself, but it’s also a 
very important service to 
the community.”

Smith said he enjoys 
working for Cambus be-
cause he knows he helps 
people get places they 
might not reach other-
wise.

“It’s just nice to see that 
we all have a similar sense 
of how [Cambus] does 
serve a greater purpose,” 
he said. “It’s bigger than 
you.” 

UI third-year Connor 
Steele, a Cambus train-
ing and safety supervisor, 

said he joined the bus sys-
tem after an acquaintance 
told him about the job and 
encouraged him to work 
there because it was easy 
and had great pay.

As the training and 
safety supervisor, Steele 
facilitates the training of 
drivers and the trainers 
themselves. He also inter-
prets accidents and safety 
hazards both inside and 
outside of the Cambus on 
its route. 

Steele said he enjoys 
working for Cambus be-
cause helping the commu-
nity through the service is 
fulfilling. 

He also said he enjoys 
the student environment. 
Everyone is approachable, 
no matter their age or year 
in school, he said. 

“Creating that really 
good, really cohesive en-
vironment really helps us 
not only do our job bet-
ter, but create relation-
ships that are going to last 
hopefully past college,” he 

said. 
Steele said being a stu-

dent and working at Cam-
bus is completely possible. 
The system works with 

students to ensure they 
get driving shifts that 
work with their schedules. 

UI fourth-year Alyson 
Holevoet, a Cambus per-
sonnel supervisor, said she 
decided to work at Cambus 
for extra money, but even-
tually applied for the dis-
patcher position and then 
the personnel position af-
ter being encouraged to do 
so by friends. 

Holevoet said working 
at Cambus is manageable 
as a student because the 
other workers understand 
the lifestyle, as it is a com-
pletely student-run sys-
tem. 

“I couldn’t see it work-
ing out any other way, 
to be perfectly honest 
… people are awesome 
about helping out if I had 
an exam and I needed 
more time to study for it, 
I could offer up my shift,” 
she said. “In that regard, 
I don’t see any way that 
would work if we weren’t 
all students.”

Holevoet said the fact 
that Cambus is managed 
by students leads to more 
ideas from workers to help 
UI students in the long 
run, as they understand 
what it’s like to use the 
Cambus system for classes 
and transportation them-
selves. 

“With issues and ideas 
to make campus more ac-
cessible to students or eas-
ier to understand and nav-
igate how the bus system 
works, that works so well, 
because we were just in the 
dorms last year, or two or 
three years ago,” she said. 

For Holevoet, Cambus is 
special because of all the 
different people she has 
met throughout her years 
working there. 

“I love our community. 
It’s super diverse, [with] 
people from a bunch of 
different backgrounds. We 
have international stu-
dents working at Cambus 
and getting to talk to them 
about their life experienc-
es is super awesome,” she 
said. “The general sense of 
community is so great.”

katharine-perez@uiowa.edu

I love our community. It ’s super diverse, 
[with] people from a bunch of different back-
grounds. We have international students work-
ing at Cambus and getting to talk to them about 
their life experiences is super awesome. The 
general sense of community is so great.”

— Alyson Holevoet, UI student and Cambus personnel supervisor

Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
Cambus Personnel Supervisor Alyson Holevoet poses for a portrait on March 10.

http://grifolsplasma.com
http://prizesudoku.com
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Injuries slow wres-
tlers at nationals
At least four Hawkeyes battled 
through injuries at Little Caesars 
Arena in Detroit last week.
Austin Hanson
Sports Editor

DETROIT — Tom Brands didn’t mince words at Kinn-
ick Stadium on Oct. 9. The 16-year head coach of the 
Iowa men’s wrestling team issued a challenge to those 
his Hawkeyes might face during the upcoming 2021-22 
season.

“Anybody, anytime, anywhere,” Brands said during 
the third quarter of the Iowa-Penn State football game. 
“State College; Detroit; Lincoln, Nebraska, we don’t 
care.”

At the time, Brands and the Hawkeyes were reign-
ing national champions, having won the 2021 NCAA 
Championships by a 15.5-point margin.

Brands had no reason to believe his team wouldn’t 
contend for an NCAA title again in 2022 either. All 10 
of his wrestlers that started in 2021 were returning for 
the 2022 season.

Six months after his appearance at Kinnick, Brands’ 
once-confident tone changed.

His Hawkeyes finished the 2022 NCAA Champion-
ships in third place with 74 team points. Penn State 
won the tournament with 131.5 points, crowning five 
individual champions in the process.

“I’m jealous of five titles by the championship team,” 
Brands told reporters near a loading dock at Little Cae-
sars Arena on Saturday. “I’m jealous. So, that’s where 
my mind is.”

Brands’ team didn’t crown any individual champi-
ons. Senior 197-pounder Jacob Warner was the lone 
Hawkeye to make the national finals. He lost to Penn 
State’s Max Dean via 3-2 decision.

Warner is now 0-2 all-time against Dean, having lost 
to him, 8-3, during the 2022 Iowa-Penn State dual at 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Jan. 28.

Counting Warner, Iowa finished the 2022 NCAA 
Championship with five All-Americans. Senior 
133-pounder Austin DeSanto, 165-pounder Alex Mari-
nelli, 174-pounder Michael Kemerer, and heavyweight 
Tony Cassioppi finished third, fifth, fourth, and sev-
enth, respectively.

“It’s not what we want,” Cassioppi said of Iowa’s 
third-place finish. “... You just gotta get it done.”

Saturday’s NCAA Championship action is the last 
DeSanto, Marinelli, and Kemerer will see. The trio of 
seniors have wrestled at Iowa for a combined 17 years.

“That was it,” Marinelli said with a quiver Saturday. 
“I’m thankful. I got the best team. My wife is the best. 
I have the best coaches. I couldn’t ask for anything 
more. I’m sorry, Hawkeye fans. I didn’t get it done. You 
guys are the best.”

Jaydin Eierman, who transferred to Iowa from Mis-
souri in 2020, wrestled his last collegiate match on 
Friday. He lost to Michigan’s Stevan Micic via medical 
default.

COLUMN

Another early exit
DI Pregame Editor Robert Read offers three final 

thoughts after the Iowa men’s basketball team’s early 
NCAA Tournament departure.

Robert Read
Pregame Editor

B U F F A -
LO, N.Y. — 
The head-
line for 
my men’s 
basketbal l 
season-in-

review column from last 
year reads, “Was Iowa’s 
season successful despite 
the tournament loss?”

Well, here we go again.
This year’s Iowa men’s 

basketball team suffered 
another early exit from 
March Madness. After 
winning 12 of its last 14 
games heading into the 
NCAA Tournament, in-
cluding four wins in a 
four-day span in India-
napolis to clinch the pro-
gram’s first Big Ten Tour-
nament title since 2006, 
this seemed like the year 
Iowa was finally play-
ing at its best at the best 
time. Instead, Iowa didn’t 

win a single game in “The 
Big Dance” for the first 
time in its last five ap-
pearances.

Oh, and the Hawkeyes 
still haven’t been to the 
Sweet 16 since 1999.

“Couldn't be feeling 
worse,” guard Connor 
McCaffery said after No. 5 
seed Iowa’s 67-63 loss to 
No. 12 Richmond in the 
first round. “There's only 
one team that's going to 
end on a win, but leaving 
this game is probably the 
worst game we played all 
year. And I don't think it's 
close, so it's definitely 
not a good feeling in our 
stomachs right now.”

Iowa’s loss at the Key-
Bank Center may be the 
lasting memory of a sea-
son that, even disap-
pointed Hawkeye fans 
have to admit, was a lot 
more fun and noteworthy 
than most people expect-
ed. Or is it still too soon 
to say that?

The loss to the Spi-
ders may still be fresh 
for Hawkeye fans, but 
here are my three final 
thoughts to wrap up this 
year’s Iowa men’s basket-
ball season.

March disappoint-
ments keep on happening

Last season, with the 
National Player of the 
Year Luka Garza leading 
the way, Iowa lost in the 
second round of the tour-
nament despite being the 
No. 2 seed. This year, with 
first-team All-American 
Keegan Murray as the top 
option, Iowa lost a round 
earlier.

With two of the pro-
gram’s best players ever 
being the top options in 
back-to-back-to-back 
seasons (though the tour-
nament wasn’t played af-
ter the 2019-20 season), 

STAT OF THE DAY

14,382
- Fans for each of Iowa women’s 
basketball’s NCAA Tournament 
games at Carver-Hawkeye Arena

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“The thing that sucks is what 

sucks.”

— Iowa men’s wrestling head 
coach Tom Brands on wrestlers in 
the consolation bracket

Iowa men’s track and field 
coaches, athletes earn USTF-
CCCA honors

Iowa director of track and field Joey 
Woody, assistant coach Jason Wak-
enight, and freshman Jenoah McKiver 
earned U.S. Track and Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association honors 
on Thursday.

Woody earned the USTFCCCA Mid-
west Region Coach of the Year award 
for the sixth time in his Hawkeye career. 
He led Iowa men’s track and field to its 
second straight Big Ten Indoor Champi-
onships title earlier this month. Woody 
is also the 2021 Big Ten Men’s Indoor 
Coach of the Year.

Wakenight is the USTFCCCA Mid-
west Region Assistant Coach of the 
Year. He coaches mid-distance events, 
accounting for 66 of the Hawkeye 
men’s 117 points at the Big Ten Champi-
onships. Under Wakenight’s direction, 
the 4x400 men’s relay team became Big 
Ten Champions and earned All-America 
honors at the NCAA Championships.

McKiver earned his second athlete of 
the year honor of the indoor season as 
he was named the USTFCCCA Midwest 
Region Men’s Track Athlete of the Year. 
McKiver, who is also the Big Ten Men’s In-
door Track Athlete of Year, became a con-
ference champion in the 600-meter. The 
freshman also finished runner-up at the 
NCAA Championships in the 400-meter 
with a 45.65-second time.
Iowa women’s gymnastics 
finishes third at Big Ten 
Championships

The Hawkeye women’s gymnas-
tics team placed third in the Big Ten 
Championships in Columbus, Ohio, on 
Saturday night. Iowa posted a 196.950, 
the third-best team score in program 
history, at the event.

Senior Lauren Guerin clinched a 
share of the floor title on Saturday, be-
coming just the second Hawkeye to ob-
tain back-to-back Big Ten titles. Guerin 
earned 9.950 to share the title with Min-
nesota’s Mya Hooten and Michigan’s 
Abby Heiskell.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Keegan Murray shoots the ball during the first round of the NCAA Men's Championship between the 
Iowa Hawkeyes and the Richmond Spiders at KeyBank Center in Buffalo, N.Y., on March 17.

Home court heartbreak
No. 10 seed Creighton upset the second-seeded Iowa women’s basketball team, 64-62, at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Sunday.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Creighton players celebrate their win after a 2022 NCAA Second Round women’s basketball game between No. 2 Iowa and No. 10 Creighton in sold-out Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Sunday.

Chloe Peterson
Assistant Sports Editor

The second-seeded Hawkeyes had one final chance 
as Iowa women’s basketball head coach Lisa Bluder 
took a timeout with three seconds left on the game 
clock. 

Iowa was down two points coming out of the time-
out, and junior guard Kate Martin held the ball at half 
court. She inbounded the ball to senior center Monika 
Czinano, who turned around in the paint for a hook 
shot.

The ball bounced off the rim.
“I had a hook shot,” Czinano said postgame. “I’ve 

shot a million hook shots in my life, and that one just 
happened to not go in. We run that play a lot. We need-
ed to run that play and it was just unfortunate that it 
didn’t go in.”

After Czinano missed, Martin’s shot barely touched 
the net. Junior forward McKenna Warnock grabbed the 
offensive rebound and threw the ball toward the rim as 
the buzzer sounded. 

Carver-Hawkeye Arena’s 14,382 fans were shocked 
into silence as Warnock’s last chance bounced off the 

backboard. 
The second-seeded Iowa women’s basketball team 

was officially upset on its sold-out home court by 
10th-seeded Creighton, 64-62, in the second round of 
the NCAA Tournament. 

“Our crowd today was amazing again,” Bluder said. 
“… I apologize to our fans that they couldn't celebrate 
a victory with us today. They have been amazing all 
year, but boy, these last three games, they've been in-
credible.”
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Wrestling misses mark at nationals
The Hawkeyes finished in third place at the NCAA Wrestling Championships with 74 team points 

and did not crown an individual champion. 

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Minnesota's No. 1 Gable Steveson flips after defeating Arizona State's No. 2 Cohlton Schultz during session six at the NCAA Wrestling Championships at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit, Mich., on Saturday. Steveson, a gold medalist for 
Team USA in 2021, defeated Schultz in a 285-pound match, 6-2.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Penn State's No. 1 Roman Bravo-Young raises his individual trophy after beating Oklahoma State's No. 2 Daton Fix 
during session six at the NCAA Wrestling Championships at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit on Saturday. Bravo-
Young defeated Fix in a 133-pound match to earn first place, 3-2. Iowa’s No. 5 Austin DeSanto lost in the semifinals 
to Bravo-Young.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's No. 2 Jaydin Eierman yells in pain after getting taken down by Michigan's No. 24 Stevan Micic during 
session three at the NCAA Wrestling Championships at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit on Friday. Micic defeated 
Eierman in a 141-pound match by injury forfeit.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Penn State poses for a team photo after session six at the NCAA Wrestling Championships at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit, Mich., on Saturday. The Nittany Lions earned first place, topping Michigan and Iowa.
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Hawkeyes stunned by Bluejays
No. 2 seed Iowa women’s basketball missed out on a trip to the Sweet 16 on Sunday afternoon, falling to 

10th-seeded Creighton, 64-62, in the second round of the NCAA Tournament.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Creighton celebrates its win after a 2022 NCAA Second Round women’s basketball game between No. 2 Iowa and No. 10 Creighton in sold-out Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Sunday. The Bluejays defeated the Hawkeyes, 64-62, advancing 
to the Sweet 16 for the first time in program history.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark drives to the hoop during a 2022 NCAA Second Round women’s basketball game between No. 2 Iowa and No. 10 Creighton in sold-out Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Sunday. Clark played all 40 minutes of the 
game. The Bluejays defeated the Hawkeyes, 64-62, advancing to the Sweet 16 for the first time in program history.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark walks off the court at halftime during a 2022 NCAA Second Round women’s basketball 
game between No. 2 Iowa and No. 10 Creighton in sold-out Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Sunday. During the game, 22 
fouls were called. Iowa head coach Lisa Bluder said she was frustrated at the lack of whistles being blown during 
the game.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Creighton guard and former Iowa guard Lauren Jensen shoots a 3-pointer during a 2022 NCAA Second Round 
women’s basketball game between No. 2 Iowa and No. 10 Creighton in sold-out Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Sunday. 
Jensen led Creighton in points with 19. The Bluejays defeated the Hawkeyes, 64-62, advancing to the Sweet 16 for 
the first time in program history.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa bench reacts during a 2022 NCAA Second Round women’s basketball game between No. 2 Iowa and No. 
10 Creighton in sold-out Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Sunday. The Bluejays defeated the Hawkeyes, 64-62, advancing 
to the Sweet 16 for the first time in program history.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa center Monika Czinano shoots a layup during a 2022 NCAA Second Round women’s basketball game 
between No. 2 Iowa and No. 10 Creighton in sold-out Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Sunday. Czinano went up for the 
last shot in the game and missed it, giving Creighton the win. In a press conference following the game, Czinano 
said she has practiced those types of shots all the time, but that shot just didn’t fall. 
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The Hawkeyes watched 
in silence as the Bluejays 
stormed the center of the 
court. While Iowa quickly 
vacated the arena hard-
wood, mourning its high-
ly anticipated postseason 
run coming to an early 
end, Creighton celebrat-
ed making the NCAA 
Tournament Sweet 16 for 
the first time in program 
history.

Creighton held Iowa, 
a team that ranks sec-
ond in the nation with 
84.9 points per game, to 
a season-low 62 points. 
Creighton ranks 10th in 
Division I women’s bas-
ketball with 75.1 points 
per game, but only scored 
64 on Sunday. 

“I think both teams 
missed opportunities,” 
Creighton head coach Jim 
Flanery said. “… Tatum 
[Rembao] missed that 
wide open layup late, but 
Iowa missed a lot of wide 
open threes. So, I think 
it was familiarity, but I 
don't think either team 
probably played as well 
offensively as their best.”

The Hawkeyes were 
thrown off by the Blue-
jays’ five-guard offense 
on Sunday afternoon. 
Iowa is used to defend-
ing the paint — a com-
monality with Big Ten 
opponents. But instead 
of crowding the lane, 
Creighton packed the 
3-point line. 

Creighton went 10-
of-34 from beyond the 
arc for a 29.4 shooting 
percentage. Iowa only 
made five shots from the 
3-point line off of 22 at-
tempts.

“I just want to congrat-

ulate Creighton,” Bluder 
said. “A very well-played 
game, executed really 
well, defended really well. 
That's a hard matchup for 
us. Five guards is a hard 
matchup. We knew that. 
But they did a great job.”

While Creighton’s BIG 
EAST-style offense be-
wildered the Hawkeyes, 

Bluder also had a prob-
lem with the NCAA’s 
officiating on Sunday 
afternoon. The 21-year 
Hawkeye head coach said 
the referees called the 
game differently than Io-
wa’s regular season con-
tests.

There was an average 
of 34 fouls per game in 

Iowa’s 2021-22 regular 
season, Bluder said, and 
the Hawkeyes usually got 
to the free throw line 18 
times. On Sunday, offi-
cials called just 22 fouls 
and Iowa shot from the 
charity stripe eight times.

“There just weren't 
many whistles,” Bluder 
said. “I don't mind if it's 

called, but call it that way 
in November, call it that 
way in December, Janu-
ary, February. Don't come 
in March and change our 
style of officiating. That's 
what frustrates me.”

The Hawkeyes will 
have to sit on their sec-
ond-round exit until the 
2022-23 season begins 

in November. Iowa is re-
turning all five starters 
for the second straight 
season in 2022-23.

“I couldn't be more 
proud of this group,” 
Bluder said. “I love them. I 
can't believe I don't get to 
go to practice tomorrow. 

chloe-peterson@uiowa.edu

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa walks off the court after a 2022 NCAA Second Round women’s basketball game between No. 2 Iowa and No. 10 Creighton in sold-out Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Sunday. The Bluejays 
defeated the Hawkeyes, 64-62, advancing to the Sweet 16 for the first time in program history.

“The Riddler” was the 
tournament’s No. 2 seed 
at 141 pounds. Eierman 
was not healthy from the 
moment he got to Detroit.
The six-year college wres-
tler suffered a knee in-
jury during the 2022 Big 
Ten Tournament. Eier-
man medically forfeited a 
championship match on 

account of the ailment. 
Multiple reports about 

Eierman’s knee have sur-
faced since the Big Ten 
Championships. All of 
them allege that his right 
ACL is torn.

The large brace Ei-
erman sported on his 
right knee throughout 
the NCAA Tournament 
seemed to confirm the 
reports. “The Riddler” 
even reached for the 

outside part of his knee 
when he withdrew from 
his match against Micic. 
Before Eierman dropped 
out of the bout, Micic di-
rected several attacks to-
ward his knee.

Eierman wasn’t the only 
Hawkeye dealing with an 
injury at the NCAA Cham-
pionships. Kemerer, Cas-
sioppi, and true freshman 
Drake Ayala were all deal-
ing with maladies of their 

own.
Cassioppi, like Eierman, 

suffered a knee injury 
during the 2022 Big Ten 
Championships. The nick 
forced Cassioppi to medi-
cally forfeit his league ti-
tle bout with Minnesota’s 
Gable Steveson.

Kemerer fought through 
a shoulder injury for the 
entirety of his 2021-22 
campaign. After his last 
NCAA Tournament match, 

“KemDawg” admitted that 
he initially hurt his shoul-
der during the fall 2021 
semester.

Kemerer missed Iowa’s 
first six duals of the 2022 
season. “Grandpa Mike” 
hit the mat for the first 
time during Iowa’s Jan. 7 
dual against Minnesota at 
Carver.

“Obviously, there’s a 
physical struggle, but the 
mental struggle — deal-
ing with something like 
that, you know, it’s been 
a roller coaster,” Kemerer 
said of his injury on Sat-
urday. “I just had to come 
to terms with that, you 
know, I don’t do this sport 
for anyone but me and my 
teammates and my family 
and my God. That’s really 
what it’s about.

“Being afraid to go out 
there and not wrestle how 
I want to wrestle, that was 
something I dealt with,” 
Kemerer added. “At the 
end of the day, you don’t 
really owe anybody any-
thing but yourself. I love 
competing and I love 
wrestling. So, who cares 
what somebody’s gonna 
say?”

Kemerer never official-
ly disclosed the medical 
diagnosis he received for 
his shoulder, though he 
did hint that the injury 
will likely require sur-
gery. Kemerer missed the 
entire 2018-19 season 
with an injury to his left 
shoulder.

Much like Kemerer, 
Ayala never provided any 
specifics about his left 
shoulder injury. Some 
reports seem to suggest 

Ayala wrestled through a 
torn shoulder labrum for 
the last two months of the 
2022 season.

Ayala wrestled in place 
of the injured Spencer 
Lee this season. Lee an-
nounced that he’d miss 
the entire 2022 season to 
undergo surgery to repair 
torn ACLs in his left and 
right knees on Jan. 1.

Lee did participate in 
three matches in Decem-
ber at the Rokfin Duals in 
Niceville, Florida. He went 
3-0 at the event.

Lee watched his team-
mates compete from 
the sidelines in Detroit. 
On Saturday, he took to 
Twitter to voice how dis-
appointed he was to not 
compete.

Lee is expected to re-
turn to the mat in 2022-
23. Though, without De-
Santo, Eierman, Marinelli, 
and Kemerer, Iowa’s line-
up around Lee is going to 
look a lot different.

“I think we have a lot 
of mending to do, as you 
always do,” Brands said. 
“Lots of different types of 
mending.

“We have a crop of re-
cruits coming in that 
we’re excited about,” 
Brands added. “We have 
some guys that have been 
in redshirt for two years 
that we’re excited about. 
We have some guys that 
glimpsed the lineup one 
or two times this year 
that we’re excited about. 
We got Spencer Lee com-
ing back that we’re excit-
ed about.”

austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's No. 5 Michael Kemerer gets up after a loss to North Carolina State's No. 4 Hayden Hidlay during session five at the NCAA Wrestling Championships at Little 
Caesars Arena in Detroit, Mich., on Saturday. Hidlay defeated Kemerer in a 174-pound match, 12-4.

Injuries
Continued from Page 1B

you’d expect a trip to the 
second weekend of the 
tournament at least once. 
Nope.
This year’s Hawkeye team 
was perhaps the hottest 
team in the country en-
tering NCAA Tournament 
play. That was especially 
true when Iowa won the 
Big Ten title tournament. 
The Hawkeyes were, be-
lieve it or not, expected 
to win games on the na-
tional stage. Iowa forward 
Kris Murray even said 
the Hawkeyes liked their 
tournament draw. More 
than 10 percent of all 
entries in ESPN’s Tour-
nament Challenge picked 
the Hawkeyes to make the 
Final Four. Fifteen mem-
bers of ESPN’s college 
basketball panel picked 
Iowa to do that, too.

With great expecta-
tions, apparently, come 
greater disappointments.

I don’t know why Iowa 
hasn’t made the Sweet 
16 since the last day of 
the Tom Davis era. I also 

don’t know why Fran Mc-
Caffery hasn’t advanced 
to the second weekend of 
the tournament in any of 
his 26 seasons as a head 
coach, despite taking four 
different programs to 
March Madness (and yes, 
Fran McCaffery is a good 
coach, more on that later).

Fran McCaffery’s lack 
of tournament wins was 
spread around Twitter 
after Iowa’s latest early 
departure from March. 
That’s going to continue 
to be the case, even in 
seasons Iowa wins the Big 
Ten, until its exits from 
March aren’t quite as sud-
den.

“It’s not about me,” 
Fran McCaffery said. “It’s 
not about what I want. I 
want what they want. I 
want them to experience 
it. That’s where I’m com-
ing from. I’m just disap-
pointed for them, because 
they came a long way. 
Twenty-six wins — that’s 
hard to do in this league.”

Eventually, this will be 
a season to look back at 
fondly

I know, I know. The 
wounds are still fresh. But 
this season had more ups 
than downs.

The Hawkeyes entered 
this season having lost 
Garza, Joe Wieskamp, CJ 
Fredrick, and Jack Nunge. 
In the preseason, ESPN 
picked the Hawkeyes to 
finish ninth in the Big 
Ten. Most preseason pro-
jections weren’t exactly 
optimistic when refer-
ring to Iowa’s chances of 
making the NCAA Tour-
nament.

Yet, Iowa won 26 games 
— second-most in pro-
gram history. Keegan 
Murray broke Garza’s 
single-season scoring re-
cord and is going to be a 
lottery pick. It’s not every 
season that a team has a 
first-team All-American 
— Iowa didn’t have one 
since 1952 before Garza 
and Murray. 

Appreciate greatness 
when you see it up close. 
Jordan Bohannon came 
back and broke the Big 
Ten’s 3-point record and 
banked-in a game-win-
ning 3-pointer that sent 
the Hawkeyes to the Big 

Ten Tournament Champi-
onship Game. I saw some 
mentions on Twitter after 
that win over Indiana that 
Bohannon’s shot had a 
Tate-to-Holloway feeling 
to it. I don’t think that’s 
an exaggeration.

Fran McCaffery did per-
haps the best coaching job 
of his career by turning 
this team that seemed to 
be borderline tournament 
level into what it be-
came. Moving Bohannon 
to point guard, insert-
ing Tony Perkins into the 
starting lineup, and tran-
sitioning Joe Toussaint 
into an up-tempo bench 
option was a critical deci-
sion at a critical time.

And once again, there 
was the first Big Ten Tour-
nament title in more than 
a decade.

The 2021-22 season 
provided more positives 
than perhaps any other 
of the McCaffery era. At 
some point, that will be 
recognized — even when 
acknowledging what it all 
led up to.

“I'm sure when we look 
back,” Connor McCaffery 
said before pausing to col-

lect his thoughts after the 
loss to Richmond. “I mean, 
nobody thought we were 
even going to make the 
tournament. Right now, it 
feels pretty terrible, but 
probably in a couple of 
months, probably feel a 
little bit better.”

“We put our stamp on 
this program, I feel like, 
positively, so just going 
into the offseason and 
work,” Keegan Murray 
said.

A look ahead at next sea-
son’s Hawkeyes

One season ends, the 
next one begins. Let’s take 
a quick look at the 2022-
23 Hawkeyes.

Seniors Bohannon and 
fan-favorite Austin Ash 
are the only players who 
definitely won’t return.

Keegan Murray hasn’t 
said he will enter the NBA 
Draft, but seeing as he’s 
projected to be a lottery 
pick, that’s the expecta-
tion. Connor McCaffery 
went through Senior 
Night ceremonies, though 
he has a year of eligibility 
remaining and will ponder 

coming back for one more 
season. Forward Filip Re-
braca has a year of eligi-
bility left, and seems like-
ly to use it, but he could 
move on. Don’t be sur-
prised if Kris Murray de-
clares for the draft, much 
like Wieskamp did after 
his freshman season, only 
to return for another sea-
son after going through 
the draft process.

So, what could a start-
ing lineup for next season 
look like?

I’d say a starting five of 
Toussaint, Perkins, Patrick 
McCaffery, Kris Murray, 
and Rebraca is most like-
ly. Promising young wing 
Payton Sandfort could 
work his way in somehow, 
and expect more playing 
time from Ahron Ulis, too. 
And maybe the Hawkeyes 
look to the transfer portal 
to bring in a player (an-
other post player)?

There’s still a whole off-
season to talk about what 
the new lineup will look 
like. Maybe eventually, 
these talks won’t have to 
happen so early in March.

robert-read@uiowa.edu

Early Exit
Continued from Page 1B

WOMEN’S BBALL 
Continued from Page 1B
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