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Not skipping a beat
The beginning of the pandemic put many musicians out of work and forced them to cancel
countless shows. Though many are back to performing in-person, the effects of the virus linger.

Amplify: Unrecognized
and unresearched

The Southwest Asian, Arab, and
North African community is growing rapidly in the U.S. People from
the region are considered “white”
in the U.S. Census and other data,
leading to a lack of resources.
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Most diverse sheriff’s reserve in JoCo history

Sheriff Brad Kunkel said the
county has the most diverse Sheriff’s Reserves in its history, after
adding several new bilingual deputies. Many new deputies speak
Mandarin, Hindi, or Spanish.
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James Tutson poses for a portrait at the Ped Mall in Iowa City on Feb. 27. Tutson is a musician from Iowa City and has appeared on The Voice.

Sam Knupp

80 HOURS: Avril Lavigne’s News Reporter
new album brings 2000s
The pandemic left many musicians facing
sound to 2022
Avril Lavigne’s new album, Love
Sux, proves her sound has not
changed since her popular years.
Her new music stays true to her
signature pop-punk style.
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decreased income and canceled shows. Even as
many have now returned to live performances
and touring, COVID-19 has continued to affect
their gigs.
Jeni Grouws, lead singer of blues group Avey
Grouws Band, said the pandemic forced her
band to cancel a nationwide tour scheduled to
take place in support of its debut album, The

Devil May Care.
“September of 2019 was when I left my fulltime job running two radio stations to become
a full-time musician,” she said. “My timing
could not have been worse. By March, I was
out of work.”
Because of the tour’s cancellation, Grouws,
who lives in Decorah, traveled 100 miles south
to the Quad Cities to perform with the rest of
the band. The group performed live streams
every weekend, sleeping each night on the
couch of bandmates Chris Avey and Bryan

ReUnion Brewery to open
Iowa City location
Gabe’s
culture

revives

emo

People of all ages came together to celebrate past and
present emo culture at Gabe’s
Emo Nite on Feb. 26. Songs such
as “Dirty Little Secret” and “Sugar, We’re Going Down” blared
from the speakers.
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Coralville’s ReUnion Brewery is coming to the Pedestrian Mall
later this year. Owner Jim Mondanaro estimates the new
location will seat up to 450 people.
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USG providing
resources for IC
lease gaps
University of Iowa USG
is working to provide
students with additional
resources during the gaps
between their leases.

storefronts in the Ped Mall, and
constructing a new 11-story
apartment complex.
ReUnion’s Iowa City location
will have multiple levels from
three different storefronts, with
a seating capacity of 450 — patios included. Mondanaro said
because of the increased seating
capacity of the Iowa City location, there will likely be a smaller menu of 15 to 25 items that
will change over time, focusing

Joshua Benjamin felt overwhelmingly
embarrassed over the summer when he
found out he would have to find a place to
live for nearly a month.
Benjamin, who was a fourth-year student at the University of Iowa until leaving
school to pursue stand-up comedy, said his
lease ended during the last week of July. He
didn’t realize how wide his gap was until
he signed his next lease just weeks before
he was scheduled to move out.
Ultimately, he packed his stuff into a
friend’s apartment while she was in her
hometown.
“She let me stay in her empty apartment
during that time, otherwise I don’t know
what I would have done,” Benjamin said.
“I basically moved all of my stuff from my
apartment into her place and it was very
crowded for a while before I finally moved
everything to Hawks Ridge.”
UI Undergraduate Student Government
is working with the Iowa City City Council to address the lease gap for students,
as the week between leases can mean students forced out of their current living situations have nowhere else to go.
The lease gap week is the one to four
weeks where students who live off-campus are stuck in between their leases
and forced to find a place to stay in the
meantime.
Benjamin said he understands that the
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Iowa City school board
lifts mask mandate

Watch for campus and city
news, weather, and Hawkeye
sports coverage at

West, she said.
Grouws said that, despite the strain and
stress of the long road trips paired with the
inability to tour the band’s album — which
she added was expensive to make —the live
stream ended up helping grow its fanbase.
“We gained literally hundreds of fans in Wales,
Scotland, Ireland, Germany, Sweden, Australia,
all these people in New Jersey and California —
they’re all tuning in to hear our live streams,”

Ryan Hansen
News Reporter

ONLINE

The Iowa City Community School
District school board lifted the
mask mandate for its schools on
Tuesday after the CDC released
new guidelines for masking.
dailyiowan.com
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The outside of the ReUnion brewery is seen in Coralville on Feb. 28. A second ReUnion restaurant is set to open in Iowa City.

Sam Knupp
News Reporter
ReUnion Brewery will soon
be an option for a craft beer in
downtown Iowa City.
The owners hope to have a
location open on College Street
before September.
ReUnion opened in 2016 in
Coralville in place of Mondo’s
Tomato Pie. Its Iowa City location is set to occupy the space
once held by the Union Bar,
Givanni’s, and Graze.

Owner Jim Mondanaro said
he’s excited about what a new
location will do for the Iowa City
Pedestrian Mall and the downtown scene.
“We haven’t had a sense of
norm in downtown for really the
last four years,” Mondanaro said.
“And with that south side of
College Street being completely renovated with the Tailwind
Group, that’s the final piece of
the puzzle.”
The Tailwind Group is working on revitalizing several
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Duhawks take down Da-Hawks
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Fans celebrate after Loras stunned Iowa in their home opener, 3-1, during a baseball game between Iowa and Loras College at Duane Banks Field in Iowa
City on Tuesday.
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Continued from Front
she said. “And they became
part of our family.”
Even without a tour to
support it, The Devil May
Care peaked at No. 10 on
the Billboard Blues Chart.
The band’s 2021 follow-up,
Tell Tale Heart, debuted at
No. 7.
On top of live streams,
the Avey Grouws Band
played an in-person concert in Minnesota in August 2020 for people in
their cars. Grouws said it
was a unique experience
knowing that people were
there but being unable
to see their faces. When
a song ended, audience
members would honk their
horns and flash their lights
instead of clapping.
The band expects to play
three to five shows per
week as live events become
more common, but currently averages only two
per week — which Grouws
said has been stressful.
“All five of us play music as a full-time job, so if
we’re only doing two shows
a week, that’s still pretty
stressful,” she said. “For
us, selling merchandise has
become really important.”
The pandemic has also
prohibited fan interaction,
which Grouws said has
been difficult for her because she wants to let fans
know they’re appreciated.
She said as a vocalist, she
needs to stay healthy, because even catching a cold
has caused her to lose her
voice in the past.
Iowa City singer and guitarist James Tutson, who
leads the Iowa City Songwriters Collective, said he’s
struggled the most with
live-streamed performances during the pandemic.
“I would finish a Zoom

REUNION

Continued from Front
on quality over quantity.
“We do good food, we always have,” he said. “That’s
just what our mantra is.
We’re not concerned about
that. We’re not concerned
about the beer. It’s just getting all the dots to connect.”
Mondanaro said he expects the Iowa City drink
menu to have the same variety of beers the Coralville
location is known for.
Despite planning to open
during a time where many
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call or online show — and
my wife can attest to this
one — basically 100 percent
of the time, I would say,
‘That was horrible,’” he said.
Tutson said the pandemic also affected camaraderie between bandmates.
“We haven’t been able to
spend nearly as much quality time together, united,”
Tutson said. “Practices are
more rare. They’re focused
really around the show,
not around creativity, or
innovating.”
Because of a lack of opportunities to practice with
his band — James Tutson
and the Rollback — Tutson
decided to put more time
into his solo work. He’s released a handful of songs in
2021, with more expected
to come out shortly.
Now that new COVID-19
cases are trending downward, Tutson said he remains optimistic about
upcoming spring and
summer
performances,
when he’ll play more with
The Rollback.
Michael Leasure, drummer for blues-rock outfit
the Walter Trout Band, said

the pandemic caused the
band to cancel over 200
shows in 2020. He has not
played a live show with his
band since March 2020.
During that time, Leasure said he played gigs
with local California bands
and went on a European
tour with blues artist Danielle Nicole.
Walter Trout went on a
European tour of his own,
but only played with European musicians because
of concerns over cancellations from COVID-19.
“If he paid $1,500 for a
ticket for me to fly over to
Europe, and the tour was
canceled, he would be out
that money and I would
have no work and I’d be
stuck,” Leasure said.
Leasure said he will join
Trout for his planned 2022
tour, which is slated to start
in March in Atlanta.
Max Lipnick, an Iowa
City guitarist in bluegrass
band Flash in a Pan and
reggae band the Wontu
Trees, said he had to cancel
30 shows when the pandemic first hit.
At the time, Lipnick was

in graduate school for a
teaching degree at the
University of Iowa, and
music was his only source
of income.
“It was stressful,” Lipnick said. “I have a wife and
she is also a teacher, and so
we were able to sort of live
off that one salary for time,
but it definitely took a hit
to our finances to not be
able to count on that money coming in.”
Lipnick is now a teacher
at Alexander Elementary School, and said things
have gotten easier.
Lipnick
successfully
earned his teaching degree
and, in turn, a job teaching
during the pandemic, but it
still brought difficulties for
his band. There were internal struggles about whether
or not to continue playing
live shows, he said, and
because of this, the band
sat out for the entirety of
2020 before coming back in
March 2021.
When Flash in a Pan got
back to regularly playing
gigs, all of them were played
outdoors, making for fewer
opportunities to perform.

businesses are experiencing staffing shortages,
Mondanaro said he’s confident that what ReUnion
brings to downtown Iowa
City will be a point of attraction for potential employees and that he will
find the right people.
As the owner of Bread
Garden Market and Joseph’s
Steakhouse,
Mondanaro said he is familiar with
downtown Iowa City and
what’s necessary to succeed
there, having owned various businesses in the corridor for over 40 years.
“We already employ over

300 people with what we
do right now,” he said, “So,
we’ll pull from that foundation and move forward.”
Kris Kass, chief operating
officer for ReUnion, said she
looks forward to opening
the Iowa City location because of the memories she
made there when she first
moved to the area.
“It was kind of like this
utopia and oasis where
there was just a lot of fun
to be had,” she said, “My experience was idealistic, but
most of the people I ran into
downtown, whether I knew
them or not, we all had fun.”

Along with promoting
ReUnion’s brand, Kass looks
forward to opening a creative space that is welcoming and safe for people to
enjoy Iowa City.
Kass said she also hopes
to tap into the student
market at the new location
given its proximity to the
university.
“It kind of feels like the
sky’s the limit between
becoming even more consistent with food, and then
fine tuning the service,”
she said.

samuel-knupp@uiowa.edu

The band also felt the residual effects of the pandemic on local venues that
it played at regularly, which
kept it from playing its usual 40 to 50 shows a year.
“We played at The Mill
quite a bit,” he said. “We
played at the Yacht Club
quite a bit. Those are no
longer venues in Iowa City.”
Lipnick said one positive side of the pandemic
was that it allowed him a

chance to form and join
new musical projects.
“It gave us more opportunities to be like, ‘Hey,
let’s get together with
some other music friends
on Friday or Saturday
nights when we’d usually
have gigs,’” he said, “Before the pandemic, I was
in one band. Now, I’m in
four bands.”

samuel-knupp@uiowa.edu

Motorcycle Tips: Parking
• University motorcycle permits allow
motorcycles, mopeds and scooters to
park in all University motorcycle lots.
• Always park in motorcycle lots;
not bike racks or other areas.
• Going home for the summer?
Take it with you or get a summer permit.

transportation.uiowa.edu
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Unrecognized and unresearched
The Southwest Asian, Arab, and North African community is growing rapidly in the U.S.,
yet many don’t even know we’re here.

Isabella Cervantes/The Daily Iowan
Daily Iowan Opinions Columnist Yasmina Sahir poses for a portrait on Feb. 27 in front of the Starbucks on the corner of
Clinton and Burlington Streets in Iowa City.

Yasmina Sahir
Opinions Columnist
As a Moroccan-American, I have heard the following about the state of
Iowa from my white peers:
Racism and colorism
doesn’t exist here.
Anyone can succeed if they
try hard enough.
To answer, I can only
speak from my own experience:
I recall being a fourth
grader in a small town Iowa
elementary school on Sept.
11, 2010. The boy sitting
next to me — white, the
child of rural farmers, and
wearing one of his usual American flag shirts —
raised his hand proudly.
“My dad says these people were stupid, and it’s
good they died. Killing people because we wouldn’t
follow their backwards
ways,” he said.
There was silence in the
room besides some chuckles from the student and
his friends. The teacher’s
face grew warm as her eyes
met mine.
I was asked to leave the
room and sit in the hall. We
had moved on to our math

lesson before I was allowed
back into the room. Nothing
about the incident was ever
mentioned to me again.
This was the moment I
knew: my culture and identity were wrong, shameful,
and to be hidden.
When I grew a little older
and a little wiser, I realized
this was to be my educational experience — being
asked to leave the room
when others made the environment uncomfortable
for me to coexist in.
According to a 2019 LA
Times article by Sarah Parvini and Ellis Simani, approximately 3 million Southwest
Asian, Arab, and North African — or SWANA — people
lived in the U.S. that year.
The U.S. Census Bureau
reports the total U.S. population count is over 332
million as of 2020. This
means that SWANA people
make up less than 1 percent of the U.S. population.
This number is just an
estimate because SWANA identities are included under the “white” demographic category, as
required by federal regulation. The same can be said
for individual state popula-

tion counts.
So, who exactly is a part
of the SWANA community?
This question has a complicated answer.
In a paper written for
Johns Hopkins University in 2021, Nivine Zakhari
explains that the SWANA
“region straddles the African and Asian continents.”
This has made it hard for
governments to accurately
label SWANA peoples, especially in countries that
choose to define racial/
ethnic categories based on
geographic region.
“Identity
formation
for many of [SWANA] descent, relies on a complex
historical view of race,
ethnicity, national origin,
and religion to situate one
within the current social
order, that rarely results in
one simply identifying as
White/Caucasian, Asian or
African,” Zakhari wrote.
Countries in the SWANA region include Iran,
Turkey, Algeria, Morocco,
Libya, Saudi Arabia, and
Iraq, among others. The
region of Southwestern
Asian and North African
countries was coined the
Middle East during the

Source: Migration Policy Institute | Infographic by Rachel Schilke

height of colonization.
“The Middle East is a colonial invention ‘serving the
West’s Eurocentric purpose’
to extend its sphere of influence through ‘civilising’ the
Orient,” Yatana Yamahata
writes in a thesis titled, “(Re)
Shaping Territories to Identities: Is the Middle East a
Colonial Invention?”
Of course, rhetoric changes are not always adopted
by every person in a similar
ethnic or cultural group. It
is not uncommon to see the
term Middle Eastern and
North African, or MENA.
The only wrong choice in
this debate seems to be the
exclusion of MENA/SWANA
peoples to a white demographic category.
“[F]or young people,
with 9/11 and now with
Trump, whiteness means
something specific,” said
Khaled Beydoun, then a
law professor at University
of Arkansas, in the 2019 LA

they enter the workforce,
the result is extreme poverty that can impact the
ability to accumulate generational wealth.
Concerns for this community go beyond civil-political and economic consequences of mislabeling.
According
to
Tori
DeAngelis of the American
Psychological Association,
generational trauma describes when responses to
trauma are passed down
to or impact people indirectly affected by the original source of trauma. This
“second-hand trauma” can
stay in family lines for generations, impacting their
collective mental health
and achievement abilities.
Without
racial/ethnic
census recognition, theories
about the disparities facing
MENA/SWANA peoples are
considered by some to be
a moot point. Population
counts lead to funding, and

and progressive.
Working at a local cafe in
2020 as one of the only people of color on staff at the
time, my boss approached
me, raving about how she
had just attended a training on microaggressions.
She felt so happy she was
now enlightened about the
plights of people of color.
This was the moment
I knew: I could never escape the racialized ideas
of the white folks around
me. Even though I am considered legally “white,”
descendants from Anglo-European groups don’t
consider me their equals in
daily interactions.
However, potential for
positive reform in Iowa
City does exist.
Various
professionals
have identified this group
as distinctive from European-white groups.
Officially
recognizing
this would be a step toward

What are the SWANA countries?
Below is a map of countries generally considered to be in the
Southwest Asian and North African region.

North Africa
Southwest Asia

Times article.
Whether located in Iowa,
the wider U.S., or on other continents, the MENA/
SWANA community historically has and continues to
experience specific health
care needs distinct from
those of other group considered ethnically white.
These differences can
be tied to ecoterrorism
inflicted by Western nations in MENA/SWANA
countries, various forms
of stress, and generational
trauma because of the War
on Terror and colonization
throughout the 20th and
21st centuries.
According to the organization Intersectional Environmentalist, many countries in this region face
sustainability concerns as a
result of the forced removal
of non-renewable resources and labor exploitation
of women and children
by companies based in
the West.
In the U.S., Nadine Naber in the Chicago Reporter said that “[for] those [in
the MENA/SWANA community] with high rates of
college education, there
is evidence that they are
receiving lower expected
returns for their years of
education.” While Naber is
unable to identify a direct
cause of this, anti-Arab discrimination is considered a
high probability.
When populations take
on the debt to achieve education but do not see the
same financial return when

Calendar

research cannot happen
without funding. Similarly,
resources cannot be distributed to seemingly “nonexistent” groups.
The above became too
much of a reality during the
COVID-19 pandemic, Deena
Kishawi said in an article for
New Lines Magazine, some
COVID-19 hotspots are centrally located in areas majority occupied by MENA/SWANA communities.
Outside pandemic circumstances, other health
care concerns — including
genetic risks and lifestyle
factors for the MENA/
SWANA community —
have gone largely unstudied as well.
“Many hail from politically unstable countries
and, in recent years, many
have endured some level
of war trauma from events
‘back home,’” Kishawi
wrote. “This, combined
with a rise in Islamophobia
and targeted hate crimes,
may have physical and
mental health ramifications on the community
that remain unstudied.”
But that isn’t Iowa City.
Iowa City is different, a
haven compared to the
rest of Iowa.
It is easy to look at national statistics and large
societal trends and conclude, “but that wouldn’t
happen where I live.”
When I moved out of the
small town I grew up in, I
was excited for the Iowa
City promised to me: inclusive, collectively aware,

obtaining funding for medical research.
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics is recognized as one the No. 1 hospitals in Iowa for 32 years
running. Following funding
allocation, UIHC has the capacity and academic rigor to
be a central site for future
research into MENA/SWANA-specific medical needs.
Demographic forms are
not limited to hospitals
but are seen in schools as
well. Educational resources from elementary to
college years — including
scholarship funds, free and
reduced lunch services,
multicultural household
recognition, etc. — could
be more easily and equitably distributed with demographic reform.
Home to one of only 22
mosques in Iowa, there is
room for education, understanding, and community building between
MENA/SWANA Muslims
and other religious groups
in Iowa City.
MENA/SWANA peoples
come in a variety of racial/
ethnic identities, religions,
socioeconomic classes, and
citizenship backgrounds.
Their experiences with
colonization, war, ecoterrorism, and labor exploitation have resulted
in wide-reaching trauma
that corresponds with experiences of other people
of color and marginalized
groups.

yasmina-sahir@uiowa.edu

Community Events on Campus
Thursday, March 3, 7 a.m.: Local Library LIT Author Event:
R.O. Kwon, Virtual

Wednesday, March 9, 12 p.m.: EXHIBITION SPOTLIGHT: Anne
Frank (Part II), Virtual

Monday, March 7, 4 p.m.: UI Staff Council DEI Annual
Celebration Event, Virtual

Friday, March 11, 11:30 a.m.: Hawks of Color with Lew
Montgomery, Iowa City Public Library
Friday, March 25, 11 a.m.: Education and Beyond Land
Acknowledgements, Virtual

Tuesday, March 8, 7 p.m.: “The Annex, Amsterdam, and
Understanding the Space of Anne Frank’s Diaries,” Iowa City
Public Library

Stay tuned for more Amplify sections and
community chats.
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Opinions

More than an identity
Students with a disability on campus need more support from administration and allies.

Yasmina Sahir
Opinions Columnist
Disabilities are more than
obstacles to overcome. They
are life-altering identities
that can bring groups of
people together over common experiences.
Disabilities come in many
forms. Some are visible to
outsiders, and others are not.
Some folks are disabled for a
few months due to accidents
or surgeries, while others
experience disabling conditions that last a lifetime.
Even though University
of Iowa Student Disability
Services, or SDS, is a great
resource for academic accommodations,
disabled
students need more to ensure a community exists for
them on campus.
UI Students for Disability
Advocacy and Awareness,
or UISDAA, is one group on
campus focused on bringing disabled students and
allies together to create a
supportive,
understanding community. UISDAA
consists of undergraduate,
graduate, and professional
UI students.
UISDAA has advocated

COLUMN

for a new SDS location on
campus. The office recently
moved from the basement
of Burge Residence Hall to a
more accessible location in
the University Old Capitol
Town Center.
Nathan Albano is the
current president of UISDAA and the Undergraduate Student Government
Disability
Constituency
Senator. He commented
on the transition to the
new SDS office, stating
the old location was never
meant to be permanent.
“This new location says
UI can’t tuck us under a
stairwell, figuratively and
literally,” Albano said. “We
aren’t under their radar, and
they can’t ignore us.”
SDS provides academic accommodations and
success plans for disabled
students on campus. It also
partners with other campus
offices to provide support
and advocacy training for
marginalized groups, including disabled folks.
On Feb. 25, SDS and
University Counseling Services, or UCS, staff hosted
a chronic disability support
group meeting focused on
self-advocacy.
In conversation, they discussed various forms of advocacy and the ways students
with chronic disabilities can
support themselves and find
support on campus as well.
According to the presen-

tation, self-advocacy consists of two key components:
self-awareness and communication. Self-awareness is
the understanding of one’s
own needs so that these
needs can be clearly and authentically communicated.
More information on
UCS-led support groups, including meeting times and
dates, can be found on the
program’s website.
An issue of high concern during the COVID-19
pandemic is making sure
there are safe spaces on
campus for immunocompromised students.
The American Disability
Act, established by the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, however,
does not require employers
to reasonably accommodate
all extra disability requests
as a result of COVID-19. This
applies to school administrations and boards.
The American Federation
of State, County and Municipal Employees, or AFSCME,
is the largest nationwide
trade union organization
within the U.S.
AFSCME Council 3, located in Baltimore, Maryland, explained in an online
publication in 2020 that the
ADA was never intended to
handle crises as large scale
as the COVID-19 pandemic.
“SDS is no longer allowed
to give people accommodations to protect immu-

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
The outside of Student Disability Services in the Old Capitol Mall is seen on Tuesday.
nocompromised people in
classroom settings,” Albano said about these unclear
ADA guidelines. “SDS has
tried [to continue these accommodations], but I think
the pushback is primarily
from the Board of Regents.”
The removal of Temporary Alternative Learning
Arrangements happened
before the start of the fall
2021 semester. The plans
were previously offered to
protect medically vulnerable students from being
exposed to COVID-19.
For people like Abbie
Steuhm, a UI transfer student, not all people with
disabilities use institutional services to represent
their needs in the class-

bas region of eastern Ukraine has continued since
2014, with Russian-backed separatists fighting
Ukrainian forces in a conflict that claimed more
than 14,000 lives.
In 2019, current Ukrainian president Volodymyr
Zelenskyy was elected, and promised to return the
Donbas region to Ukranian control.
Tensions continued to escalate through 2021
and the beginning of 2022, with Putin seeking to
stop Ukraine’s ambitions to eventually join NATO.
This event helps paint the picture of the rising
tension within Ukraine itself about maintaining
these strong Russian ties.
For decades, there has been some division
among Ukrainians about their sentiments toward
Russia. Generally, western Ukraine feels completely separate from its neighbors, while eastern Ukraine has a more brotherly view of Russia.
In the east, there is a higher proportion of native
Russian speakers, while more people in the west
identify Ukrainian as their first language.
With a history of Russia imposing on Ukraine, it
is not hard to see why eastern Ukraine might feel
close to Russia. On top of Russia being its neighbor, one of every three Ukrainians speaks Russian
as their native language, and one of every six
Ukrainians ethnically identify as Russian.
All these factors contribute to Putin’s sense of
ownership over Ukraine and make some groups in
Russia support Putin’s cause.
There are many historical factors that contribute to this, the most prominent being that Ukraine
was heavily Russified by force throughout its history. For periods of time, the Ukrainian language
was banned and parts of the Russian population
were brought to live on Ukrainian soil.
With all of this in mind, the question is, what
was the final straw?
It may take years before we know the exact reason, or perhaps we will never know. The significant fact is that war is happening, and it is happening now.
The overarching theme of all these examples
is that Russia has repeatedly imposed itself on
Ukraine. Because of this, Russia feels that it has the
right to interfere with Ukraine sovereignty, at the
expense of the Ukrainian people.
Present day, the conflict mainly revolves around
Russia trying to take Ukraine territory by any
means necessary, with little regard to Ukrainian casualties. This leads to the question, are we looking
at the next world war, or a repeat of the Cold War?
Either way, history is being written before our
eyes and if you haven’t been paying attention,
now’s the time to start.

elise-cagnard@uiowa.edu
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Don’t miss out on Iowa
City’s literary scene

A brief recap of the history and events that that preempted
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Between classes, homework, clubs, and everything else students have on their plate, it gets
hard to stay up to date with current news. With all
the breaking news about war between Russian and
Ukraine, many people may be confused on what
exactly is happening.
Before we can even begin to understand the complicated dynamics between Russia and Ukraine in
the present, we must take a deep dive into the past.
Starting in 1922, Russia and Ukraine were both
part of the Soviet Union. When the Soviet Union
fell in 1991, Ukraine gained its independence, as
did many other countries that were under the
USSR’s domain.
Being neighbors, Russia and Ukraine kept close
ties post-Soviet Union because their people shared
similar histories.
While they have kept a close relationship, the
dynamics between Russia and Ukraine have constantly shifted throughout changes in regimes and
ideology.
In 2010, then-President Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych was adamantly pro-Russia and did everything in his power to strengthen Ukraine’s ties
with Russia at the expense of its relationship with
the European Union.
In December 2013, Yanukovych refused to sign
an agreement that would bring Ukraine into closer
trade-relation ties with the European Union, instead favoring a closer relationship with Russia.
This gave Russian President Vladimir Putin a
greater sense of ownership over Ukraine, which
added to the fire already brewing. Ukrainians saw
this as their president selling them to Russia, and
protests broke out on the streets.
Protesters eventually overthrew Yanukovych’s
government, and Yanukovych was then exiled
from the country and fled for safety to Russia.
In 2014, after Yanukovych’s ouster, Russian
troops moved into Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula.
In a referendum, 97 percent of Crimean voters
chose to join Russia, though this referendum was
considered illegitimate by the United Nations.
Putin officially announced the annexation of
the peninsula in March 2014. Fighting in the Don-

align themselves with the
term disabled.
“Disabilities are seen as
individual identities, but
not as a community who
needs to be protected,” Albano said. “Society needs
to move towards the recognition that disabled isn’t a
nasty word.”
UISDAA is always welcoming new members
who identify as disabled or
those who are allies.
“Even if someone only
has 30 minutes once a
semester, showing up is
what matters,” Steuhm
said. “Knowing others
care and want to support
us matters.”

COLUMN

Russia-Ukraine war:
explained

Elise Cagnard
Opinions Contributor

room and on campus.
“I prefer going to my professors on my own,” Steuhm
said. “This doesn’t mean
that SDS is not important on
campus, but not all students
need them either. We all
need community though.”
This is why UISDAA also
has been in conversation
about creation of a cultural house or other permanent location on campus
for this population.
“Overcoming
institutional barriers and stigmas
is often the hardest part of
disability advocacy work,”
Steuhm said.
Albano added that it
is hard to get people and
advocates to show up
for the community or to

There are a slew of unique literary
opportunities in Iowa City that more students
should take advantage of.

Yassie Buchanan
Opinions Columnist
One of Iowa City’s greatest
hidden gems is its literary scene.
From the numerous on-campus
literary magazines to readings
at Prairie Lights bookstore, there
are plenty of opportunities to engage with literature and writing.
While Iowa is known for corn,
soybeans, and fertile farmland,
it is also home to the University
of Iowa’s world-renowned creative-writing program. In 1936,
Iowa became the first place to
give creative-writing degrees in
the country.
Despite the English-Philosophy Building being known as the
“dingiest” building on campus, a
number of accolades have come
from people who may have called
that building a second home.
Close to 30 UI MFA graduates
have received Pulitzer Prizes, and

Literary arts are one way
for us to connect to one another
and create communities of
healing.
eight UI graduates have become
Poets Laureate.
Not only is Iowa City known
for its top-tier creative writing, it
is also a UNESCO City of Literature — the third in the world and
first in the U.S. There are a slew of
qualifications needed to become
a UNESCO City of Literature, including diverse and quality publishing, as well as literary events
and festivals.
As an English and creative writ-

ing major, I have often been encouraged to partake in these programs by professors, peers, and
advisers. However, most of these
experiences are open to anyone.
Prairie Lights hosts readings for a
variety of writers, many of whom
graduated from the Iowa Writers’
Workshop.
Although stifled by COVID-19,
Prairie Lights is back with virtual
readings and conversations with
authors. There are several nonprofits who aim to provide literary
opportunities in the community.
The writer’s room is a nonprofit that works to create safe
spaces for writers in the community to learn and engage in the
literary scene together. I work
for the nonprofits Iowa City
Speaks and Iowa City Poetry that
provide workshops, events like
Poetry Al Fresco with spoken
word opportunities, and more in
the community.
Once you are aware of these
opportunities and organizations,
you’ll see that they are all around
the city.
Literature is an integral part of
Iowa City. It is not only beneficial
on a personal level to be able to
find community in writing and
reading, but it is beneficial to the
public health of the community as a whole. Creating Healthy
Communities suggests the arts
are beneficial to addressing collective trauma, racism, chronic
disease, social isolation or exclusion, and mental health.
Literary arts are one way for
us to connect to one another and
create communities of healing. If
you are ever looking to get more
involved in the community of
Iowa City, look for a literary reading, workshop, or event.
Although there are many ways
to explore Iowa City, it would be
a shame to miss out on its literary scene.

yasmine-buchanan@uiowa.edu
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Deputy reserve most diverse in JoCo history
At a Johnson County Board of Supervisors meeting earlier this month, Sheriff Brad Kunkel said the new crop of sheriff
reserves is the most diverse group he has seen. Several of them are bilingual in Spanish, Mandarin, and Hindi.
Cooper Worth
News Reporter
The Johnson County Sheriff’s Office is adding a new
group of reserve deputies
who are bilingual in various
languages in spring 2022.
Sheriff Brad Kunkel said this
year’s reserves make up the
most diverse group the department has seen.
Kunkel said some of this
year’s reserves speak Spanish, Mandarin Chinese, and
Hindi.

LEASE GAP

Continued from Front
gap exists to allow landlords to clean and prepare
apartments and homes for
the next tenants, but he
added there should be more
resources to help students
through lease gap weeks.
“I think that there
should be resources where
students can leave their
stuff,” Benjamin said. “I
know, during that week,
so much furniture is being
left out on the street because you have no place to
put it.”
Benjamin, who is originally from Ames, said he
was against packing up all
his belongings and returning home.
“I guess I could have,
but I liked being in Iowa
City,” Benjamin said. “I
don’t want to be kicked out
of a city I’m paying to live
in just because the leases
don’t match up. That especially would apply for
people who don’t live in
state. They’re just forced
out for a week or more, in
my case.”
Anna Van Heukelom,
one of two city liaisons
for USG, said the issue
of a lease gap week is
important to address because many students experience it, but few realize how significantly it
may impact them.
One idea is for the UI to
provide housing for students during their lease
gap, Van Heukelom said.
Before the pandemic,

Reserve deputies supplement the full-time deputies
through volunteer work in
and outside of the Johnson
County Jail. The reserve
deputies are on call mostly
for the county fair, and volunteer at the public events
happening in the county.
While on duty, reserve deputies are given the same authority as full-time deputies.
Sgt. Alissa Schuerer, public information officer for
the Johnson County Sheriff’s Office, said hiring more

diverse deputies reinforces
the sheriff’s office’s goal of
having the staff represent
the community it serves.
“We do have lots of minorities in the community,
so it’s great to have people
that can assist us in communication,” Schuerer said.
Avigail Rodriguez, a recently hired Guatemalan
reserve deputy whose first
language is Spanish, said
she feels being bilingual will
benefit her as a reserve.
“I have that advantage

the university provided
dorm housing during lease
gap weeks, Van Heukelom
said. The UI could not commit to housing students in
summer 2022 because of
staffing shortages, they
said, and this has caused a
shift in USG’s strategy.
“Ellie [Miglin] and I have
recently thought about
other ways we can advocate for this issue, so we’re
going for education now,”
Van Heukelom said. “Even
if we can’t give [students]
any resources this year,
just letting people know to
prepare for it.”
With help from the city
council, USG city liaisons
put together a magnet to
be distributed to make students aware of the lease
gap and help them understand their rental options.
USG and City Council
are splitting the costs of
the 11,000 magnets for UI
students. Van Heukelom
said they will be distributed in the coming weeks.
Van Heukelom said that,
in their efforts, they try to
stay away from the phrase
“homeless week,” which is
how students often refer to
the lease gap week.
“It can be inconsiderate
of people who are dealing
with long-term homelessness,” Van Heukelom
said. “It’s just what students call it.”
Van Heukelom and their
co-city liaison, Ellie Miglin, created a survey that
was sent out to students
about the lease gap week
to better understand the
issues that needed to be

addressed.
Out of 267 respondents,
89 percent said they feel
there are inadequate resources to address the
lease gap week. Eightyfive percent of individuals
who experienced a lease
gap rated their stress level
at a four or five out of five
during their gap.
“Say you live out of state,
and you don’t have family
or friends in the area who
could take you in and take
your stuff in and give you
space, food, and shelter,”
Miglin said. “That is a really major financial and
emotional burden that you
might have to go through.”
In the future, Miglin said
USG efforts will focus on
providing students with
a place to stay on campus for free during their
lease gaps. Previously, the
UI charged $35 per night,
which meant that for students like Benjamin, the
total cost could have been
more than $800.
Miglin said these issues
are important to address
because they affect so many
people. One story from the
USG survey described a student living in a trailer that
her parents had brought
down. Quickly, issues arose
between the family and
their partner.
“It gets so complicated
because people are nuanced and they have lives,”
Miglin said. “If we don’t
provide adequate resources, it makes it harder for
everyone.”

to my job, because if I were
working with a deputy, I
would probably be an asset to any language barrier,
which I’m sure happens a
lot,” Rodriguez said.
Rodriguez said she hopes
to learn what it’s like to
work in law enforcement
during her time as a reserve
deputy, and would later like
to pursue working full time
as a sheriff’s deputy.
There are 956 reserve
officers in Iowa annually,
according to the Iowa Law
Enforcement academy.
After being appointed
by the sheriff, reserves
must complete a series of
six training modules that
are listed in Iowa Code
Chapter 80D.
Rodriguez said she
wanted to get into law enforcement because of the
impact police officers had
on her growing up in Los
Angeles, where there was
a strong gang presence in
her neighborhood.
“[Law enforcement] al-

ways made me feel safe
and was there to protect
the neighborhood, so I
wanted to give back as
well and return the favor,”
Rodriguez said.
Rodriguez said she is to
start her time as a reserve
deputy in March.
Schuerer said being a reserve deputy offers citizens
the experience to volunteer
and give back to the community in a unique way.
“It’s a great way for ordinary citizens to maintain
their full-time career but
get a greater understanding
of what law enforcement
does in the community,”
Schuerer said.
Kathie Pham, a Vietnamese American who has also
worked as a reserve deputy
since March 2021, said the
role of a reserve deputy is
important because they can
build a network for community outreach.
“[Full-time
deputies]
don’t always have time to
do community outreach,”

Pham said. “They don’t have
time to go to events, so it’s
important to have reserve
deputies to kind of be in a
position to build that network to continue further
with community outreach.”
Pham is also a control
center operator for the
Johnson County jail.
After having bad experiences with law enforcement
growing up, Pham said she
held a disdain for police officers and other branches of
law enforcement. After having this negative perception
for so long, she wanted to
see if she could change it.
“I realized that having
this built-up hatred and
dislike of people in uniform
wasn’t doing much for myself,” she said. “So instead of
having this hatred, I decided
to take a different perspective and get involved in law
enforcement, and make a
difference from inside-out
rather than outside-in.”

cooper-worth@uiowa.edu

ryan-m-hansen@uiowa.edu

Puzzle solutions on page 2
No. 0126

Across
1 Lettuce often used in lettuce wraps
5 Guest essays
10 Major oil acronym
14 Blend of black tea, honey, spices and milk
15 Packed, like a ship with cargo
16 Language of Pakistan
17 First part of a message suggested by
this puzzle’s circled letters
20 Cloak-and-dagger sort
21 Hypotheticals
22 Wall St. debut
23 Site of a legend
24 One with a venomous bite
26 Many a Jul. 4 party
28 Second part of the message
35 Against
36 Old Toyota coupe
37 Dear’s rhyming partner
39 “The Simpsons” prankster
40 Root beer treat
41 Z, in Athens
42 Eldest von Trapp daughter
44 Minecraft block made from gunpowder
and sand
45 Sega hedgehog
46 Lead-in to “long”

47
50
51
53
56
60
61
65
66
67
68
69
70
71

Last part of the message
Vegan milk source
Plain
Genre similar to indie rock
Corrects
Manhattan district
___ alla vodka
Garden hose shape
Stratford’s river
Cinder-to-be
Actress Hathaway
Parisian papa
Furnace/vent connectors
Chow

Down
1 Includes secretly, in a way
2 Breakfast chain
3 Sacred Indian plant also called the
strangler fig
4 Ginormous
5 German chancellor Scholz
6 Caresses
7 End of a college valedictorian’s address?
8 Place to nosh on a knish
9 Like some decisions

10
11
12
13
18
19
25
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
38
43
45
48
49
51
52
53
54
55

Paris accord?
These women “rule” the dance floor
Poet ___ St. Vincent Millay
Brink
Kelly of morning TV
Keith of country music
Barely rains
“Bedtime for ___”
Studio sign
Beach bottle letters
Like pretzels and winter highways
Doesn’t get fooled by
Not as messy
Came down with
5:1, e.g.
Fit
Borderline indecent
Fallon’s late-night predecessor
Edible part of asparagus
Jabbered
Scornful looks
Ahead by a run
After-dinner coffee order
“Stat!”
The “heart” of “I [heart] N Y”
Avenger with a hammer
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Emo culture revived at Gabe’s
Emo Nite brings together people of all ages to celebrate past and present emo culture.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan

Spectators dance at Emo Nite at Gabe’s in Iowa City on Saturday, Feb. 26. People celebrated their communal love of emo music.

Jami Martin-Trainor
Arts Reporter
Once again, Gabe’s
transported its corner
of Iowa City to the early
2000s at Emo Nite on Feb.
26. Dark makeup, fishnet
clothing, and dyed hair
filled the crowd, setting
the scene for a revival of
emo culture.
Emo Nite originated
in 2014 at a small dive
bar in Los Angeles. Since
then, the show has grown
to host events across the
U.S. On its website, Emo
Nite is described as “Not a
band. Not DJ’s. We throw
parties for the music we
love.” That sentiment
couldn’t be more true.

As
Gabes’
patrons
waited in line in the frigid cold outside the bar,
attendants
reminisced
about old “emo-phases.”
Laughing over old music
they listened to and past
stylistic choices, the anticipation to enter the bar
and join the fun was high.
Inside the bar, loud
music thumped throughout the room. Smoke and
bright lights filled the
space, shimmering on
the surface of the black
and white balloons scattered about. The space
felt intimate, up-close,
and personal. The crowd
screamed along to the
music, including classic
emo hits like “Dirty Little

Secret” by the All-American Rejects and “Sugar,
We’re Goin Down” by Fall
Out Boy. The music occasionally cut out, allowing
those in attendance to fill
in the lyrics.
Emo Nite was a diverse
scene, with a variety of
ages in attendance. College students and older
adults joined together,
listening to music that
had a great impact on
their lives at some point
in time.
The team presenting Emo Nite had a deep
love and passion for emo
culture, which could be
seen in how it interacted
with the audience. The
onstage hosts held the

microphone toward the
audience, allowing individuals to sing out into
the crowd. At the end of
every song, the audience
would scream and cheer,
utter joy filling the space.
The event was one of the
few moments that a DJ
playing music got the
same applause a live performer would have. One
of the hosts adorned a tall
mohawk, studded leather
jacket, and an undeniable passion for his work.
At one point, he grabbed
onto part of the ceiling at
Gabe’s and lifted himself
up.
Near the beginning
of the night, one of the
hosts said that Emo Nite

belonged to the audience,
inviting the crowd to the
stage. Several members
of the crowd were hoisted
up, surrounding the DJ’s
table and dancing together.
The space itself was
packed,
with
people
thrashing and bumping
into each other as the
music played. The loud
thumping of the bass and
large number of people
contributed to the exciting energy in the room.
There was a sense of camaraderie, with participants ensuring that the
people around them were
safe, happy, and having
fun.
At one point, the hosts

asked for the lights to be
completely cut, and the
bar was doused in darkness. Then, the song
“Fireflies” by Owl City
played, and phone flashlights immediately clicked
on to dot the dark.
Above all, Emo Nite
brought together a diverse group of people
that were able to bond
over their love of music.
Even if the emo lifestyle
did end up being “just a
phase,” that culture has
brought undeniable joy
and solidarity to many
people.

jami-martin-trainor@
uiowa.edu

Avril Lavigne’s ‘Love Sux’ brings
early 2000s sound to 2022
Avril Lavigne’s most recent album, Love Sux, was released Feb. 25. The album sports talent like
Machine Gun Kelly, Mark Hoppus, and Blackbear.

Feb 2010; Vancouver, BC, CANADA; Avril Lavigne performs during the Closing Ceremonies of the 2010 Vancouver Olympics at BC Place.

Ariana Lessard
Arts Reporter
Her newest album makes
it clear: Avril Lavigne
hasn’t changed much over
the past two decades. On
Feb. 25, Lavigne released
her seventh album, Love
Sux. The 37-year-old Canadian artist has returned to
her roots, as her new album
stays true to her signature pop-punk style while

showcasing newer talents.
Lavigne first appeared in
the pop-punk scene in the
early 2000s with her album
Let Go. Lavigne has proven
herself to be an unapologetically bold artist over
the years, with a sound that
rings similar to Blink-182,
but with lyrics centered
more around female empowerment.
Some may have stopped
keeping tabs on Lavigne

after 2011, but she has not
stopped producing music.
Her previous album, Head
Above Water, was released
in 2019. Over the course of
her career, Lavigne has not
strayed from her traditional sound, releasing testament after testament to the
early 2000s. Love Sux is no
exception.
“Cannonball,” the opening track on the album,
starts off just as fiery and

loud as its name implies.
“Like a ticking time bomb,
I’m about to explode,” Lavigne declares, starting the
song at a sprint, with quick
vocals and intense accompaniment.
“Love Sux,” one of her
pre-released songs on the
album — as well as the album’s namesake — sounds
like it could play over the
opening getting-ready-forschool montage in an early

Guy Rhodes/USA TODAY Sports
2000s teen flick. In fact, I
can hear almost every song
on the album being played
over a scene of Lindsey
Lohan or Hillary Duff in
their Disney years, applying makeup in front of a
dresser. The combination
of unapologetic teenage
angst with a quick-paced
pop-punk background reminds me of the aesthetic
curated in those opening
montages of teen movies

that I grew up with as a kid
in the 2000s.
“Dare to Love Me” delves
into Lavigne’s romantic
trust issues. The song is a
declaration that she will
not accept any false love
— announcing, “So don’t
tell me that you love me
if you don’t mean it.” This
song fluctuates its speed,
at points moving quickly
and precisely, and at others
slow and purposeful.
In reference to the title
of her previous hit “Sk8er
Boi,” one of the album’s
songs, “Bois Lie,” features
Machine Gun Kelly. Their
voices and attitudes complement each other beautifully. The whole song depicts a self-sustaining cycle
as Lavigne declares, “Bois
lie, I can too,” while Kelly
argues that “Girls lie, I can
too.”
“Avalanche”
discusses
how it feels to run from
pain. Lavigne opens with,
“I keep just trying to make
it to the end of the day, you
know I hate it,” and the
song only got sadder from
there. Still, her heartbreaking lyrics are set to another
pop-punk backtrack, making the message more digestible.
Lavigne ultimately released a tribute to the early
2000s pop-punk movement
with Love Sux. Her voice
hasn’t aged a day — neither has her sound — and
this album is exactly what I
was hoping for: classic Avril
Lavigne brought to the year
2022.

ariana-lessard@uiowa.edu
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Weekend Events

3
THURSDAY

ART
• IGNITING CHANGE ONE WALL AT
A TIME — PUBLIC ART DISCUSSION
7 P.M., OBERMANN CENTER FOR
ADVANCED STUDIES, ONLINE

COMEDY
• JOKE-E-OKE OPEN MIC
8 P.M., JOYSTICK COMEDY ARCADE,
13 S LINN ST.

MUSIC
• BELMONT
7 P.M., GABE’S, 332 E WASHINGTON

THEATER
• BRETT DENNEN WITH THE
HEAVY HOURS
7:30 P.M., THE ENGLERT THEATRE,
221 E WASHINGTON ST.

ART

4

5

6

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

ART

• ARTIFACTORY GALLERY WALK
5 P.M., THE ARTIFACTORY, 120 N.
DUBUQUE ST.

• FOILED AGAIN!
1 P.M., THE ARTIFACTORY

• FRIDAY FORUM: A COMEDY SHOWCASE
9:30 P.M., WILLOW CREEK THEATRE
COMPANY, 327 S GILBERT ST.

• BVD MENTALITY
4 P.M., GABE’S

COMEDY

DANCE

• BALLROOM AND LATIN DANCING
AT OLD BRICK
7:30 P.M., OLD BRICK CHURCH, 26 E
MARKET ST.
• ICITY SALSA SOCIAL
9 P.M., WILDWOOD BBQ & SALOON,
4919 WALLEYE DR.

MUSIC

• HALLE KEARNS AT ELRAY’S
8 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE & DIVE, 211 IOWA
AVE.

ART

• LONG POSE STUDIO GROUP
9 A.M., THE ARTIFACTORY

EXHIBIT

MUSIC

• JASON LEE PIANO
3:30 P.M., UI SCHOOL OF MUSIC VOXMAN MUSIC BUILDING, 93 E BURLINGTON ST.

THEATER
• STRING
8 P.M., UI THEATRE BUILDING

• WE ARE HAWKEYES: CELEBRATING 175 YEARS OF STUDENT LIFE
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
1 P.M., UI LIBRARY MAIN GALLERY

MUSIC

• DMA III RECITAL: EMILY AIRHART,
CELLO
3:30 P.M., UI SCHOOL OF MUSIC VOXMAN MUSIC BUILDING

THEATER

• STRING
2 P.M., UI THEATRE BUILDING

• THE REVOLUTIONISTS: DREAMWELL THEATRE
7:30 P.M., THE ARTIFACTORY

ASK THE AUTHOR:

Lee Cole

Anaka Sanders
Arts Reporter
Author Lee Cole was born and raised in rural western Kentucky. He moved to Iowa City to attend the
Iowa Writers’ Workshop, graduating in 2019. His debut
novel, Groundskeeping, is a tale about two very different people, Alma and Owen, and how they maneuver
through class and identity while growing up in modern
America. Aspiring writer Owen returns to Kentucky and
becomes a groundskeeper at a local college. There, he
meets Alma, a visiting writer at the college, and they begin their secret relationship. Groundskeeping came out
on Tuesday. Cole will give a reading at Prairie Lights
with Sarah Mathews on March 9.

DI: What was your writing process for the book?
Cole: Well, in the beginning, it was really just the first
line of the book that came to me. I was having some
writer’s block. I had stuck around in Iowa for a third
year to teach and I’ve mostly been working in short
stories. It was hard for me to imagine a topic or an issue that could sustain my interests over the course of
a couple of years writing a novel. Up until that point,
I had only maybe spent a maximum of six months
working on a short story, usually less than that, but
a novel seemed really daunting to me. So, I just kind
of forced myself to sit down one day and write a few
sentences — what I thought was maybe my kind of
persistent question or problem that comes up in my
own life that could sustain my interest. What I came
up with was the first line of the book — that when I’m
home in Kentucky, I want to leave and when I’m away,
I’m homesick. So, everything kind of after that was
inflected by the first line.
DI: How did you come up with the title
Groundskeeping?
Cole: It’s always tricky coming up with a title for anything. Here, it’s pretty basic — the narrator is working
as a groundskeeper on this college campus in Kentucky, but it also has other thematic residences, too.
[It’s] mentioned throughout the book that the word
“Kentucky” translates to “a dark and bloody ground.”
So, there’s this kind of mirroring there with the
ground and the meaning of the word Kentucky. I just
thought it had a nice ring to it.

DI: If you could describe the book in one word,
what would it be?
Cole: Well, I think I would just say a love story. It’s
both about two characters from really different backgrounds — who meet and try to work it out — but it’s
it’s also a love letter to home, and it’s about being in
love, or maybe having a kind of love-hate relationship
with a place. So yeah, I would say it’s a love story.
DI: What do you hope readers feel after they’ve
read the book, or is there a message you’re trying
to portray?
Cole: I hope that anybody who’s kind of had the same
experiences of homesickness, or of trying to navigate difficult family relationships in the past couple
of years — I hope that they’ll find it valuable. I hope
people coming away from it will maybe have a little
bit more empathy for the other side for people who
have different worldviews and think differently than
they do.
DI: What is your favorite part of Groundskeeping?
Cole: I think that there are a lot of parts that I really liked, but I would say that there’s a scene kind of
in the middle of the book at the zoo, between Alma
and Owen, where they’re sort of getting to know each
other, and it’s this long sort of conversation between
them. I liked that scene a lot, mostly just because I
love going to the zoo.

anaka-sanders@uiowa.edu
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Streaming Highlight: The Weekend Away
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Imagine Dragons

After firmly establishing itself as an Oscar-worthy producer over the last
few years, Netflix isn’t shying away from original content any time soon. Its
newest thrilling blockbuster, The Weekend Away, will debut on Thursday.
Although it is produced entirely by Netflix and a few other small production companies, the film is originally adapted from the best-selling novel of
the same name by Sarah Alderson. It tells the story of best friends Beth and
Kate, who take a weekend trip to Croatia while dealing with stressful personal issues, including a messy divorce and becoming a mother. Things go
dramatically awry, however, when Kate goes missing and Beth is framed for
her murder.
Alderson, who wrote the novel, also adapted the screenplay for the film.
The Weekend Away is directed by Australian filmmaker Kim Farrant, best
known for her work on thrillers like Strangerland and Angel of Mine.
The drama film features Gossip Girl star Leighton Meester as Beth, and
up-and-coming actress Christina Wolfe as Kate. Additional cast members include English actor Luke Norris, Croatian actor Amar Bukvic, and Palestinian
actor Ziad Bakri, whose roles have not yet been confirmed.
Although there has not been much social media or general news coverage
of the film, audiences still seem interested. The film’s trailer, which Netflix
released on YouTube two weeks ago, has garnered over 2.4 million views.
Whatever the case may be regarding The Weekend Away’s popularity, it will
surely be an entertaining and thrilling drama added to Netflix’s constantly
growing repertoire of films.

parker-jones@uiowa.edu
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WRESTLING

Continued from Page 10
If Marinelli claims another individual Big Ten title
this week at Pinnacle Bank
Arena in Lincoln, Nebraska, he’d become the eighth
Hawkeye to win four conference championships.
Despite the history
he’ll be chasing in Lincoln, Marinelli still has
his sights set on the 2022
NCAA Championships.
“Knowing that the Big
Ten is a stacked conference, it is a tough thing
to do,” Marinelli said
of winning four league
titles. “I’m not really
downplaying that - but
also, knowing that everybody remembers the
national champ, not a
lot of people can name
every Big Ten champ
there was if they don’t
perform that well at the
nationals.
“You gotta go out there
and win the Big Tens, but
also end it the right way,”
Marinelli added. “Yeah, I
want to be a four-time
Big Ten champ. But I haven’t gotten what I ultimately want, which is a
national title.”
Marinelli has had his
share of chances to win
a national championship. He was the No. 1
seed at 165 pounds in
the 2019, 2020, and 2021
NCAA Championships.
The lowest seed he’s ever
received for the national
tournament is No. 5 in
2018.
Even with superb seeding, Marinelli’s highest finish in the NCAA
Championships is sixth.
For the last two years,
Marinelli hasn’t even
gotten a shot at winning
a national title. The 2020
NCAA
Championships
were canceled because of
COVID-19, and Marinelli was eliminated from
the 2021 tournament via
medical forfeit.

BASKETBALL
Continued from Page 10

learning
disabilities.
Jack’s parents, Matt and
Erin Devlin, told the
REACH program in 2020
that it was helping Jack
achieve his dreams, which
include working for a
college or professional
sports organization.
After joining REACH in
2018, Devlin started working with the men’s basketball team in 2019.
During his freshman
year, Devlin was introduced to the team and attended all of Iowa’s home
games. Then, as a sophomore, he started to have a
regular schedule as a student manager. In that role,
Devlin and his colleagues
assist with setting up practice and warmups, while
also ensuring other dayto-day aspects within the
program run smoothly. Before the 2021-22 season, he
was surprised and brought
on as a full-time intern.
“When Jack first joined
the Hawkeye basketball
family, he was a little bit
shy,” Fran McCaffery said.
“He wanted to be involved,
but he didn’t know anybody. Our guys took a liking
to him right away. He’s not

CLARK

Continued from Page 10
Clark led the nation
with 27.5 points per game
in the 2021-22 regular
season. She registered
a career-high 46 points
against Michigan on Feb.
6, beating her previous
record of 44, set on Jan.
2. She also tops the Division I women’s basketball leaderboard with
225 total assists — 8.3
per game.
This is Clark’s second
yearly honor from the Big

Before he was knocked
out of title contention
last year, Marinelli lost to
Stanford’s Shane Griffith,
who went on to become
the NCAA’s 165-pound
champion. After the 2021
NCAA Tournament concluded, Iowa head coach
Tom Brands told The
Des Moines Register that
Marinelli suffered a rib
injury in the final moments of his match with
Griffith.
The 2022 NCAA Tournament will be Marinelli’s last chance to win
the national title he
covets. And this week’s
Big Ten Championships
could help Marinelli
earn another No. 1 seed
at the national tournament.
Marinelli is the Big Ten
Tournament’s No. 2 seed
at 165 pounds. He trails
only Ohio State’s Carson
Kharchla, who dealt “The
Bull” his lone loss of the
2021-22 regular season
on Jan. 16.
Marinelli had never
wrestled Kharchla before
he lost to him via 3-2 decision six weeks ago.
“The match that I lost
this year, it wasn’t me,”

finals.

13-4 overall in 2021-22
and 0-1 all-time against
Marinelli. Marinelli and
Amine were supposed to
match up at last year’s
NCAA
Championships
before Marinelli dropped
out of the tournament.
“Guys game for the
Big Tens, they game for
the nationals,” Marinelli
said. “They take it a lot
more serious or they get
up more for these matches than they did probably
the dual meets. It’s just
prepared me to be on
my game right out of the
gate ... You gotta treat
every match as if it’s the
finals.”
The 2022 Big Ten
Championships will be
Marinelli’s final conference soiree, but that
isn’t changing how he
approaches the tournament or the amount
of pressure he puts
on himself.
“This is my last one,
so it is a little different,”
Marinelli
said. “I’ve
wrestled my whole life.
I’ve gone to a lot of big
matches and big tournaments. I have a lot of
experience there, but
also, knowing that it is

You gotta treat every match as if it's the
— Men's wrestler Alex Marinelli

Marinelli said. “That’s
just not how I wrestle.
[Associate head coach
Terry Brands] is always
telling me, ‘Keep it simple and do your job.’”
Marinelli will also
have to wrestle the likes
of Wisconsin’s Dean
Hamiti and Michigan’s
Cam Amine. Hamiti is
20-1 this year, and his
lone loss came to Marinelli in 8-5 fashion at
Carver-Hawkeye
Arena on Feb. 5. Amine is

my last time, it is a little more special. I’m not
getting wrapped up in
that. [I’m] just going out
there and wrestling and
taking care of business.
“It’d be awesome to
be a four-time Big Ten
champ and then a national champ,” Marinelli
added. “It’d be great, but
we got matches ahead of
that and we just gotta
take care of business.”

shy for long. He’s got personality, he’s got a sense
of humor. I think almost
immediately he felt like he
was part of the group.”
Ash, Bohannon, and
Connor McCaffery were
the three senior players
recognized before tipoff
on Monday, while Devlin
and two other student
managers were also acknowledged.
Devlin knew he was going to be shooting halfcourt shots in front of a
Carver crowd, and Iowa
players did the best they
could to help him prepare. The Hawkeyes were
developing strategies for
him to make it. They rebounded his shots and
passed him the ball in
practice sessions.
“I’m gonna be honest,
he’s been cold recently,”
Connor McCaffery said.
“We had practice rounds
for him, and he’s been
ice cold. They’ve all been
right there.
“He was short,” Ash
chimed in.
“He couldn’t get it
there,” Connor McCaffery
responded. “Today, I think
it was the adrenaline that
got it there. And, I mean,
swish. Second one. Can’t
make it up.”

Patrick McCaffery acted as Devlin’s personal hype man, Fran McCaffery said. Just before
Devlin locked in, he fistbumped Patrick. Seconds
later, he made thousands
of Hawkeye fans stand
and let out cheers louder than any others from
Monday night.
Devlin was born in New
York City while his father
worked there. He came to
the UI with the intention
of having a normal college
experience, he once said
during a feature on him
that ran on the Big Ten
Network. But his Senior
Day at Carver-Hawkeye
Arena was far from normal. The shot and Devlin’s
celebration went viral, appearing on ESPN, Bleacher
Report, the March Madness Twitter account, and
various other outlets. In
the end, his moment at
midcourt provided a memory the Hawkeyes won’t
soon forget.
“I knew as soon as that
thing went in, the players
were going to go nuts,” Fran
McCaffery said. “It’s truly
genuine, and it was a great
feeling for all of us — for
someone so special to us.”

Ten in as many seasons.
Clark was named Big Ten
Freshman of the Year in
the 2020-21 season.
Now, after she’s gained
the conference’s top individual honor, Bluder thinks
Clark’s recognition can
go national.
“Obviously, I feel very
strongly that she should
be national player of
the year,” Bluder said.
“I’m excited for her to
get this first award, and
that’s necessary to get the
second award.”
Clark led the Hawkeyes

to a Big Ten regular season
championship this season as they finished 14-4
in conference play. Iowa
shares the conference title
with Ohio State.
Hawkeye center Monika
Czinano and forward McKenna Warnock also earned
first and second-team
All-Big Ten honors Tuesday, respectively. Czinano averaged 20.7 points
and 6.1 rebounds per
game during the 2021-22
regular season.
“Everyone
is
kind
of glowing around our
whole program, so it was
just so fun to kind of add
that layer on top of what
already is a great season,” Czinano said of the
conference awards.
Warnock
registered
12.4 points, 6.9 rebounds,
and 2.4 assists across
22 games this year. She
missed five of Iowa's
regular season games
with injuries.
Iowa will have the No.
2 seed in the 2022 Big
Ten Tournament, which
starts on Wednesday. The
Hawkeyes begin play on
Friday at 5:30 p.m., taking
on either 10th-seeded Minnesota or seventh-seeded
Northwestern.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark celebrates during a women’s basketball game
between No. 21 Iowa and No. 6 Michigan at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Feb.
27. In a press conference following the game, Clark spoke on her excitement
when her teammates scored. “I was just passing it to them and they were
knocking it down,” Clark said. “And I was running back celebrating every time,
so that's pretty fun.”

austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

robert-read@uiowa.edu

chloe-peterson@uiowa.edu

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
An official raises Iowa’s No. 5 165-pound Alex Marinelli’s hand after defeating Wisconsin's No. 6 Dean Hamiti by
decision, 8-5, during a wrestling meet between No. 2 Iowa and No. 9 Wisconsin in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 5.
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part-time staff information event
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HAWKEYE UPDATES
Murray named Big Ten Player
of the Week
Iowa men’s basketball forward
Keegan Murray was named Big Ten
Player of the Week on Monday. The
6-foot-8, 225-pound sophomore
has earned the honor five times
this season — good for a University
of Iowa men's basketball record.
Now-professional center Luka
Garza set the Hawkeyes’ previous
player of the week awards benchmark with three in 2020-21.
Murray earned the honor for his
performances against Michigan
State and Nebraska last week.
Against the Cornhuskers and Spartans, Murray averaged 21.5 points,
eight rebounds, two assists, one
block, and one steal per game.
The Cedar Rapidian’s efforts
propelled the Hawkeyes to an 8660 win over the Spartans and a 8878 victory against the Cornhuskers.
Murray also tallied 26 points
and 18 rebounds in Iowa’s 82-61
win over Northwestern at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Monday evening — though that contest did not
count toward the Big Ten Player of
the Week honor he claimed.

Sports
Bull steam ahead
THE MOST COMPLETE HAWKEYE SPORTS COVERAGE IN IOWA

DAILYIOWAN.COM

Iowa men’s wrestler Alex Marinelli can win a fourth consecutive Big Ten title this weekend.

Iowa men’s wrestlers receive
Big Ten Tournament pre-seeds
On Monday, pre-seeds for the
2022 Big Ten Men’s Wrestling
Championships were released. All
10 of Iowa’s starting wrestlers were
seeded sixth or higher.
None of Iowa’s wrestlers received No. 1 seeds. Reigning Big
Ten Champions Alex Marinelli
and Jaydin Eierman were seeded
second in their respective weight
classes.
Marinelli trails Ohio State’s Carson Kharchla, who dealt “The Bull”
his only loss of the 2021-22 regular
season on Jan. 21.
Eierman is seeded behind Penn
State’s Nick Lee, the only wrestler
Eierman lost to during dual season.
Eierman is 2-2 all-time against Lee.
Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
“The Riddler” beat Lee in the Big Iowa’s No. 5 165-pound Alex Marinelli battles Wisconsin's No. 6 Dean Hamiti during a wrestling meet between No. 2 Iowa and No. 9 Wisconsin in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 5. Marinelli
Ten Championship Finals last year. defeated Hamiti by decision, 8-5. The Hawkeyes defeated the Badgers, 29-6.
Lee then defeated Eierman in the
Austin Hanson
2021 NCAA Championship Finals
The senior 165-pounder tournament was sixth some. It’s a great atmo- pion, if you’re the No. 1
Sports Editor
two weeks later.
has claimed an individual place in 2018, which was sphere ... I feel like, if you or No. 2 seed.
Senior Michael Kemerer also
title in the last three iter- still good for an automatic get a good seed, you win a
“I don’t think there’s
won an individual Big Ten ChampiThere is no secret ingre- ations of the event.
NCAA Tournament berth.
match and you’re into the any secret recipe or secret
onship in 2021. Ahead of the 2022
dient to the success Iowa
Marinelli has never been
“I just love to compete, [semifinals]. You’re not there,” Marinelli added.
Big Ten Tournament, Kemerer is
men’s wrestler Alex Mari- seeded lower than No. 2 at and I love the Big Ten looking ahead, but it’s “It’s just going out there
seeded fourth. He lost to Penn
nelli has cooked up at the the Big Ten Champion- Tournament,” Marinelli just kinda how it is. You and dominating.”
State’s Carter Starocci and NeBig Ten Championships ships. The worst he’s ever said at a Tuesday video- win three matches and
braska’s Mikey Labriola during the
over the last three years. finished in the conference conference. “It’s awe- you’re the Big Ten ChamWRESTLING | Page 9
regular season — both of whom,
alongside Michigan’s Logan Massa, are now seeded ahead of “KemDawg.”
Below is a full list of Iowa’s Big
Ten Tournament pre-seeds:
125 POUNDS: No. 6 Drake Ayala
133 POUNDS: No. 2 Austin DeSanto
141 POUNDS: No. 2 Jaydin Eierman
149 POUNDS: No. 4 Max Murin
157 POUNDS: No. 2 Kaleb Young
165 POUNDS: No. 2 Alex Marinelli
174 POUNDS: No. 4 Michael Kemerer
184 POUNDS: No. 6 Abe Assad
197 POUNDS: No. 4 Jacob Warner
HEAVYWEIGHT: No. 2 Tony Cassioppi

Nothing but net

Jack Devlin, a senior student manager, stole the spotlight by
draining a half-court shot during an Iowa men’s basketball
senior night ceremony.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“I think he's cried three
times in my life.”
— Iowa men’s basketball senior
guard Connor McCaffery on his
dad and head coach Fran McCaffery

STAT OF THE DAY

14

— Years between Big Ten regular
season titles for Iowa women's
basketball

The point guard averaged
25.7 points per game in
the 2021-22 regular season on the way to her
first conference player of
the year award.
Chloe Peterson
Assistant Sports Editor

Associated Press Top 25 Poll
(MBB)
1.
Gonzaga
2.
Arizona
3.
Baylor
4.
Duke
5.
Auburn
6.
Kansas
7.
Kentucky
8.
Purdue
9.
Providence
10.
Wisconsin
...
20.
Illinois
23.
Ohio State
24.
Iowa
Associated Press Top 25
(WBB)
1.
South Carolina
2.
Stanford
3.
North Carolina State
4.
Louisville
5.
Baylor
6.
LSU
7.
UConn
8.
Iowa State
9.
Texas
10.
Michigan
11.
Maryland
12.
Iowa
13.
Ohio State
14.
Indiana

Clark dubbed
Big Ten’s best

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s senior student manager Jack Devlin celebrates hitting a half court shot during a timeout in a men’s basketball game
between No. 24 Iowa and Northwestern in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Monday. Devlin took part in Iowa’s senior day festivities.
The Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats, 82-61.

Robert Read
Pregame Editor
Austin Ash hit a 3-pointer from the TigerHawk logo.
Jordan Bohannon kissed that
same emblem before walking off the Carver-Hawkeye
Arena floor one last time.
Connor McCaffery nailed a
career-high five 3-pointers.
But perhaps the most memorable moment of the Iowa
men’s basketball team’s senior night victory happened
during a timeout.
Jack Devlin, a senior student manager, drained a halfcourt shot during a late stoppage in Iowa’s 82-61 win over
Northwestern on Monday.
By the time Devlin was
shooting as part of his senior
night recognition, the game
had been all but decided. So,
instead of listening to head
coach Fran McCaffery bark
instructions in the huddle,
Iowa players and coaches intently watched Devlin heave
shots up toward the basket
during his moment in the

spotlight. After his first attempt was just off the mark,
Devlin dribbled and fired his
second shot up.
Swish.
Hawkeye players swarmed
Devlin before hugging and
jumping up and down with
him in the middle of the celebration. Fran McCaffery,
normally fiery and straightfaced during a game, cracked
a noticeable grin and chest
bumped Devlin before giving
him a tight hug. The public
address announcer punctuated the moment with a “basket by Jack Devlin” call over
the speakers after his shot
went through the net. A smile
crossed Devlin’s face after he
hit the shot. It seemed to stay
there the rest of the night, as
did the tears that soon rolled
down his cheeks. He started
to embrace seemingly anyone
near him on the court.
Apparently, Devlin was so
excited, he mistakenly left
the arena instead of going to
a postgame press conference,

where he was scheduled to
take questions.
But Fran McCaffery and
Iowa’s players did plenty of
talking for him.
“It was almost like it was
a scripted night,” Bohannon,
who is second-place all-time
in 3-pointers among men’s
Power Five players, said.
“We’re not even paying attention to the timeout; our
student manager is shooting
from half-court. It was almost
like an open gym. What a
cool moment for Jack Devlin.
He does a lot of work behind
the scenes. All of our student
managers do. They’re some of
the hardest working people in
all of college basketball.”
Devlin is a student in University of Iowa REACH (Realizing Educational and Career Hopes), a certificate
program in the UI College
of Education for students
aged 18 to 25 years old with
intellectual, cognitive, and
BASKETBALL | Page 9

Iowa women’s basketball sophomore
Caitlin Clark has won the 2022 Big Ten
Player of the Year award, the league office
announced Tuesday.
Clark nabbed the honor after averaging
27.5 points, 7.9 rebounds, and 8.3 assists in
2021-22.
She was Big Ten Player of the Week seven times this season and has accumulated
a total of 31 conference weekly honors in
her collegiate career.
“Obviously, it’s a tremendous honor, I wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for my
teammates and my coaches,” Clark said
in a Zoom press conference with reporters Tuesday afternoon. “And I truly mean
that, they do make me look really good. I
think it’s pretty outstanding and cool to
say that it’s kind of resided here in Iowa
City four out of the last five years, I think
it speaks to the coaches and what they’ve
built here.”
The sophomore is the fourth Hawkeye to
win Big Ten Women’s Basketball Player of
the Year in five seasons. Former Hawkeye
center Megan Gustafson won the honor for
two consecutive years in 2018 and 2019,
and guard Kathleen Doyle brought the
honor to Iowa City in 2020.
“It means so much, because in recruiting
you can say, ‘Look, you come here, and the
development of our players, the success of
our players, the recognition not only regionally, but nationally, is so good,’” head
coach Lisa Bluder said. “… It means a lot to
our program.
“What ties [Clark, Gustafson, and Doyle]
and makes them the same is their work
ethic, their confidence, their belief in
themselves, how great of a teammate they
are, those are things that are similarities
between the women,” Bluder added of Iowa’s recent player of the year honorees.
Clark posted an NCAA-leading five triple-doubles in 2021-22. She had two consecutive 30-point triple-doubles against
Nebraska and Minnesota on Jan. 26 and 30,
respectively — a feat that no NBA, WNBA,
or Division I men’s or women’s player had
achieved in the past 20 years.
CLARK | Page 9

