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Vaccines for kids under 5 may be a ways off, but local public health 
officials are encouraged by the full approval of the Moderna vaccine.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
A University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics staff member prepares to give a COVID-19 vaccine to Keegan Kleppe at the UIHC Riverside 
Landing Clinic in Coralville on Nov. 3, 2021.

Lillian Poulsen
Senior Reporter

Public health officials con-
tinue to recommend getting 
vaccinated against COVID-19 
as shots becomes more avail-
able to the public and prepa-
ration continues to provide a 
vaccine for children younger 
than 5.

On Jan. 31, the Food and Drug 
Administration announced the 
full approval of the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine, which is 
now referred to as Spikevax. 

The Moderna vaccine is the 
second COVID-19 vaccine fully 
approved by the FDA — the first 
was the Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cine in August 2021. 

Sam Jarvis, the Johnson 
County community health divi-
sion manager, said the full ap-
proval of the Moderna vaccine 
will benefit the community.

“With this being the second 
approved COVID-19 vaccine, 
again, we’re continuing to see 
positive information from our 
federal partners who monitor 
safety and efficacy,” Jarvis said. 

“We hope that the community 
continues to see this and rec-
ognizes the demonstrable safe-
ty and efficacy of COVID-19 
vaccines.”

Pfizer submitted a request to 
the FDA to approve the vaccine 
for children under 5 on Feb. 1.

The FDA originally sched-
uled the Vaccines and Related 
Biological Products Advisory 
Committee meeting for Feb. 15, 
but postponed it until at least 
April on Feb. 11 to give the 

The plan includes razing Halsey Hall and Westlawn, as well as renovating the Iowa Memorial Union. 

Kate Perez
News Reporter

The University of Iowa’s 
10-year master plan will 
bring big changes to cam-
pus, including the razing 
of Halsey Hall and West-
lawn and the renovation of 
Iowa Memorial Union. 

The university present-
ed its master plan to the 
state Board of Regents on 
Jan. 12, where it received 
approval from the regents 
to begin planning. Major 
projects on the UI’s list 
are modernization of the 
Pentacrest buildings and 
building a new inpatient 
tower for UI Hospitals and 
Clinics. 

Rod Lehnertz, UI senior 
vice president for finance 
and operations, said with 
the regents’ permission to 
begin planning, the uni-
versity next determines 
what the best projects are 
with consideration to costs 
and values. 

“You start to realize 
in this 10-year plan how 
interconnected many of 
these projects are,” Leh-
nertz said. “The Iowa Me-
morial Union ties to Halsey 
Hall, and dance moving to 
the former museum build-
ing, which opens up a free 
space… when Halsey is 
razed, we’d be able to fix a 
problematic parking ramp, 
which is the IMU ramp.”

Lehnertz said that, while 
the plan makes it look like 
there will be a lot of con-
struction over the next 
10 years, the projects cast 
over a longer period will 
make the average amount 
around $50 million per 
year in construction. 

Most projects have not 
been fully funded yet and 
will need either state or 
gift funding, he said. 

The regents will vote on 
the approval of one part of 
the 10-year plan, the Iowa 
Wrestling Training Facili-
ty, on Feb. 23. 

“It’s 10 years. Those 
projects have not been ful-
ly figured out. Some you 
won’t see happen for sev-

en, eight, nine, 10 years, 
other ones we’re working 
on now, or we’ll begin with 
the board’s concurrence,” 
Lehnertz said. “When we 
look at smaller projects, 
these are highlight proj-
ects and we’ll all pay at-
tention to them as they 
go.”

A project essential to 
the 10-year master plan is 
the modernization of the 
IMU, Lehnertz said. The 
building systems and lay-
out are among the aspects 
that staff are focusing on 
to make it a more stu-
dent-centered building. 

“There’s a network of 
places that students go 
between classes, and the 

renewal of the union will 
refortify that as a home 
base for students in be-
tween classes,” he said. 
“Our president has a pri-
ority to make sure that the 
Iowa Memorial Union is a 
real home base for the stu-
dents socially and between 
classes and for student or-
ganization centers.” 

Lehnertz said the Iowa 
Memorial Union and its its 
parking ramp, are among 
muiltiple projects that 
cannot be worked on until 
other projects are com-
pleted. 

One of the “domino 
projects” mentioned by 

Grace Kreber/The Daily Iowan
Rod Lehnertz, senior vice president for Finance and Operations at the University of Iowa, poses for a portrait on Feb. 18.

UI pursues 
new disability 
research center 
The proposed center 
would study prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment of 
intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities.
Kate Perez
News Reporter

The University of Iowa will request ap-
proval from the state Board of Regents for 
a new Hawkeye Intellectual and Develop-
mental Disabilities Research Center in the 
Carver College of Medicine on Wednesday. 

The potential new center would aim to 
provide an organizational structure that 
fully integrates basic and clinical research 
across the lifespan that is focused on the 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and 
amelioration of intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities. The center will be tai-
lored to an underserved rural population, 
according to the proposal.

“This proposed center was recently 
awarded a $6.2 million P50 Center Grant 
through the National Institutes of Health, 
and will leverage decades of clinical excel-
lence, community engagement and edu-
cational programs for those in Iowa with 
disabilities,” the proposal states. 

Rachel Boon, the regents’ chief aca-
demic officer, said the proposal must go 
through multiple levels of approval before 
being presented to the regents. 

Boon first has to review it, then she pass-
es it along to the Council of Provosts, and 
after they approve the proposal it is passed 
along to the Academic Affairs Committee. 

“[The Academic Affairs Committee] in a 
public meeting will then consider the pro-
posal and if that committee also approves 
it, what they will do is put it on to the con-
sent agenda for the full board,” Boon said. 
“The full board would then have an oppor-
tunity to vote it up or down at the same 
meeting, because the committee would 
meet prior to the full board convening.”

The proposal outlines that the center is 
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UI 10-year master plan to 
bring change to campus life

Under 5 COVID-19 vaccine 
update: experts weigh in
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Pandemic draws in-
creased business to thrift 
shops 

With the economic pressures 
of inflation and the pandemic, 
more people are visiting thrift 
shops. Iowa City secondhand 
stores, Goodwill and Ragstock, 
both say business is good 
during this time.
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UI to request two new ac-
ademic programs 

The University of Iowa is re-
questing that the state Board 
of Regents approve two new 
postgraduate programs. The 
university is planning to add a 
doctorate in criminology, and a 
new master’s degree in data sci-
ence. The regents will meet on 
Wednesday.
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Politics: COVID emergen-
cy proclamation is over, 
but mandate arguments 
continue 

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds end-
ed the state’s pandemic state of 
emergency last week, though 
many public health experts 
thought declaring the emergency 
over was premature. Legislators 
continue to introduce pandem-
ic-related legislation, with Repub-
lican’s hoping to pass bills limiting 
vaccine mandates in the state. 
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O N L I N E
Photos: Pipe leak at EPB

Iowa City police officers and 
firefighters responded to a wa-
ter pipe break at the English-Phi-
losophy Building at the Universi-
ty of Iowa on Sunday night.

dailyiowan.com

Community Chat
The Daily Iowan will be holding 

its first Community Chat of the 
spring 2022 semester on Feb. 25 at 
10 a.m. The DI will host Ty Rushing, 
Vice President of the Iowa Asso-
ciation of Black Journalists, Black 
Iowa News founder Dana James, 
and University of Iowa Professor 
Venise Berry. All are encouraged 
and welcome to attend!

The University of Iowa 
turns 175

On Friday, the UI will cele-
brate the 175th anniversary of its 
founding in 1847. The Daily Iowan 
will publish a commemorative 
print edition on Wednesday with 
stories charting the evolution 
of student movements at the UI 
and the history and expansion 
of the university’s architecture. 
Check it out on newsstands on 
Wednesday. 

U P C O M I N G

Opinion: Stop censor-
ing Black history during 
Black History Month

Daily Iowan opinions colum-
nist Yassie Buchanan argues 
that recent state legislation has 
made it more difficult for teach-
ers to teach Black history.
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needed to integrate the uni-
versity’s science and clinical 
research efforts in the area 
of intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities to create 
a collaborative, cohesive, and 
transparent center that will 
allow for maximization of re-
search efforts on campus. 

“This will help to improve 
research productivity with a 
focus on outcomes for un-
derserved rural populations 
within Iowa and beyond and 
help UI continue to have 
visibility and a connection 
to the community of pa-
tients and their families,” 
the proposal states. 

Additionally, the docu-
ment states the center will 
help increase visibility lo-
cally and nationally for the 
university. It also plans to 
enhance the reputation of 
the UI’s Leadership Educa-
tion for Neurodevelopmen-
tal Disabilities Program. 

The increase in visibility 
will help recruiting efforts, 
retention of talented fac-

ulty, and the goal to seek 
major philanthropic gifts to 
support their mission.

The center will have four 
components: 

The Hawk-IDDRC Re-
search Project will examine 
the interaction of genetic 
and epigenetic/environ-
mental risks in young chil-
dren with developmental 
disabilities, including au-
tism, and integrate services 
from all four research cores.

A dissemination and com-
munication plan that en-
sures the center’s research 
is effectively communicated 
to the scientific community, 
educators, policy makers, 
government officials and the 
public, in an engaging and 
timely manner.

An educational program, 
involving basic and clini-
cal scientists, trainees, the 
public and IDD-affected 
families, that will feature 
monthly seminars, mento-
ring of young and talented 
investigators focused on 
IDD research, and an edu-
cational program aimed at 
the lay public and IDD com-
munity.

The fourth component 
are the four research cores 
the center plans to have to 
facilitate interdisciplinary 
and translational research, 
including:

An administrative core 
that provides leadership 
to ensure cost-effective 
and rigorous IDD research, 
while inspiring interdisci-
plinary collaboration and 
innovation.

A clinical translational 
core to apply basic science 
discoveries into clinical 
settings by streamlining 
patient recruitment and 
phenotyping, biobanking 
and implementing clinical 
trials for the development 
of novel treatments that 
can be employed across the 
lifespan.

A developmental genom-
ic/epigenetics core, which 
will use RNA/exome/whole 
genome sequencing to un-
cover intrinsic genetic vari-
ation and the contributions 
of extrinsic (environmental 
and experiential) factors 
on epigenetic regulation, 
and the association of these 
with IDD.

And a neurocircuitry and 
behavior core, which will 
assess both animal and hu-
man neural circuit develop-
ment and function, electro-
physiology, and behavior.

The date of implementa-
tion for the center will be de-
termined upon approval by 
the regents on Wednesday.

katharine-perez@uiowa.edu
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Isabella Cervantes/The Daily Iowan
The Roy J. And Lucille A. Carver Biomedical Research Building is seen in Iowa City on Sunday.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Members of the University of Iowa Spirit Squad practice a stunt with freshman Sarah Hoffman in the air at the Pentacrest on Sunday during their lunch break. 
Temperatures reached the high 50s on Sunday. “It’s just so nice out,” Hoffman said.

Lehnertz was the razing 
of Halsey Hall, which will 
result in the relocation of 
the dance program into 
the Old Museum of Art 
building on the west side 
of campus, and free up 
space for the IMU parking 
ramp replacement. 

Joe Bilotta, UI direc-
tor of campus planning, 
said the relocation of 
the dance program into 
the old UI Art Museum 
building will be better for 
dancing.

“The type of spaces 
that are there are ideal 
for dance because we have 
some big volume,” Bilotta 
said. “It won’t satisfy ev-
erything dance needs, but 
about 80 percent of it. The 

idea is when we can come 
up with the funds is to 
repurpose that for dance, 
[it] then allows us to take 
down Halsey Hall.” 

Brody Ohm, a UI first-
year student who attends 
dance classes at Halsey 
Hall, said he felt wary 
of the eventual changes 
and didn’t want a build-
ing dedicated to the fine  
arts removed. 

“The arts in America are 
already defunded and not 
recognized,” Ohm said. 
“By shoving dance into 
a building and tearing it 
down shows the lack of 
respect or care for the arts 
and dancing.” 

Ohm said he enjoys 
dancing in Halsey Hall 
because there are enough 
studio spaces for dancing, 
and he is worried the Old 
Museum of Art will not be 

equipped for dancing. 
“There is not enough 

space and there are no stu-
dio spaces,” Ohm said. “By 
putting dance into some-
thing that seems closed 
and boxed shows how lit-
tle they think of the pro-
gram. Boxing in the arts 
and creative means shows 
that it means nothing.” 

Bilotta said while there 
are some cool spaces in 
Halsey Hall, the building 
itself is too expensive to 
transform into a quality 
dance facility. 

Another building like 
Halsey Hall is Westlawn, 
which the university plans 
to eventually raze and 
have UI Student Health 
move into the IMU, Bilot-
ta said. 

“The idea is that we’re 
going to slowly move pro-
grams out and when we 

get it empty, we’ll raze it,” 
he said. “Our master plan 
has set aside three poten-
tial sites for three build-
ings that will support the 
health sciences, nursing, 
and public health in a col-
laborative center, and a 
lot of research.” 

Other projects in the 
plan include the modern-
ization of the rest of the 
Main Library to look like 
the first floor, potential 
student living along the 
Iowa River on the west 
side of campus, and a 
new fieldhouse on Grand 
Court, Bilotta said. 

The UI community can 
expect to see projects 
starting in the next couple 
of years that the designs 
are being worked on cur-
rently, he said. 

“The first things the 
campus will see is a new 

parking structure north 
of the transit center up 
by Kinnick Stadium,” Bi-
lotta said. “Also, at the 
corner of Melrose and the 
Grand Avenue, that’ll be a 

new academic facility, be-
cause we’re gonna have to 
tear down the Speech and 
Hearing building.”

katharine-perez@uiowa.edu
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agency time to consider 
additional data, according 
to a release. 

According to The Wall 
Street Journal, the two-
dose series of the vaccine 
was not showing strong 
efficacy against the omi-
cron variant of COVID-19 
in young children, so both 
the FDA and Pfizer are 
awaiting additional data.

Jarvis said during a 
Johnson County Board of 
Supervisors meeting that 
Johnson County Public 
Health hasn’t received a 
timeline but is waiting for 
the information to be col-
lected and analyzed be-
fore sharing it. 

“As soon as we know 
more will continue to do 
so, like we have done with 
our pediatric partners and 
hospital and pharmacy 
partners, to plan for pe-
diatric vaccine clinics,” 
Jarvis said. “Right now, 
we believe that most of 
these vaccinations will be 
preferred to be at doctors’ 
offices and other pediatric 
clinics settings, just given 
the nature of being much 
younger kiddos, but we’ll 
coordinate with our part-
ners if there is a desire to 
do other pediatric clinics 
going forward.”

Mike Brownlee, Univer-
sity of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics chief pharmacy 
officer, said postponing 
the meeting will allow the 
FDA to consider data com-
ing from an ongoing clin-

ical trial that tests three 
doses of the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech COVID-19 vaccine in 
children ages 6 months to 
4 years.

“It was a good move 
to delay the meeting, so 
we won’t have to worry 
about altering the sched-
ule of the dosing for chil-
dren later,” Brownlee said. 
“Moving the meeting will 
allow time for the FDA and 
Pfizer to feel confident in 
the data they collect.”

Brownlee said results 
from the three-dose trial 
should come out in April. 
The dosage for the vac-
cine is also different — 
three micrograms of the 
vaccine compared to ten 
micrograms for children 
ages 5 to 12, he said.

“The FDA has to make 
sure there’s a good anti-
body response, and more 
doses can help show that,” 
Brownlee said. “Pfizer also 
wants to show that it pre-
vents severe illness, hos-
pitalization, and death.”

Extending the vaccine 
to young kids will help re-
duce the strain on hospi-
tals, Jarvis said. 

“Vaccination in this age 
group will have a dramatic 
impact on COVID hospi-
talizations,” Jarvis said. 
“The strategy now is to 
continue to go on with 
daily activities like school, 
which is why it’s import-
ant for teachers and day 
care workers to get vacci-
nated as soon as possible.” 

Sarah Bengston, a phys-
ical therapist from Iowa 
City, said she vaccinated 

her child after it became 
available for his age group 
in November.

“Although the technol-
ogy is new, I feel confident 
in the vaccine,” Bengston 
said. “The adverse effects 
of the vaccine are rare, 
and the possibility of get-
ting COVID-19 outweighs 
any worries I have about 
the vaccine.”

Since COVID-19 vac-
cines became available to 
the public over a year ago, 
Johnson County public 
health officials have en-
couraged the community 
to get vaccinated as soon 
as possible.

The best way to decrease 
the chance of severe in-
fection and the rate of 
infection is through vac-
cination, said Christine 
Petersen, director of the 
UI Center for Emerging In-
fectious Diseases in the UI 
College of Public Health.

“They decrease the rate 
of infection that you’re go-
ing to have overall, creat-
ing a phenomenon called 
herd immunity — you have 
less people in a population 
who can spread the virus, 
making the amount of 
spread within the commu-
nity less,” Petersen said. 

Jarvis emphasized the 
importance of getting 
the booster shot as com-
munity transmission of 
the virus remains “high,” 
according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, though cases 
have been falling since 
late January. 

“It’s absolutely import-

ant that persons who have 
not been vaccinated do so, 
and those who have stay 
up to date with recom-
mendations and receive 
their booster,” Jarvis said. 
“Even as cases decrease 
and hospitalizations due 
to COVID-19 decrease, 
now is not the time to let 
our guard down.”

lillian-poulsen@uiowa.edu
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COVID-19 bills carry on in Des Moines
As public health experts say the ending of the public health disaster proclamation in Iowa was premature, 

the majority party is advancing bills challenging vaccine and mask mandates.  

Natalie Dunlap
Politics Editor

The majority party in 
Iowa is pushing for leg-
islation limiting vaccine 
and mask requirements, as 
Iowa’s coronavirus public 
health disaster proclama-
tion expired this month. 

State Government Com-
mittee Chair Rep. Bobby 
Kaufmann, R-Wilton, said 
the “medical freedom” bill 
passed by the House State 
Government committee 
Tuesday is one of the big-
gest and most impactful 
bills in the Legislature re-
lated to COVID-19. 

The bill, House Study Bill 
647, states that business-
es, education institutions 
and government entities 
cannot inquire about med-
ical treatment or require 
a person to share proof of 
immunization, or withhold 
goods, services, or opportu-
nities based on someone’s 
medical status. 

This includes refusing 
to hire a potential employ-
ee and refusing to serve 
a person based on their 
vaccine status. The bill 
also states those entities 
cannot require face cover-
ings or testing based on a 
person’s status or willing-
ness to share proof of vac-
cination. The bill prohibits 
businesses from giving 
discounts or bonuses to 
people who are vaccinated. 

“I’m not anti-vac-
cine, I am pro-vaccine,” 
Kaufmann said. “If you 
wish to get the vaccines, 
boosters, wear a mask, that 
is 100 percent of your pre-
rogative that I support. But, 
you do not have a right as 
a government or an em-
ployer to force someone to 
do any of those things, and 
that’s the crux of what the 
bill is about.” 

Kaufmann said legisla-
tors are open to making 
changes as the bill makes 
its way through the law-
making process. He said he 
heard from University of 
Iowa Director of State Rela-
tions Keith Saunders about 
some changes the UI would 
like to see made in terms 
of safeguarding patients in 
the health care realm. 

Saunders declined to 
provide details about these 
changes, the UI would like 
to see, but said the univer-
sity looks forward to work-
ing with the Legislature. 

Rep. Mary Mascher, 
D-Iowa City, ranking mem-
ber of the State Govern-
ment Committee, opposed 
the bill, and said she is con-
cerned about the public let-
ting its guard down at this 
stage in the pandemic.

“Our individual freedom 
only goes so far,” Mascher 
said. “They’re saying, ‘Well, 
you know, my body, my 
choice’ on whether I get a 
vaccine or not. That’s true. 
There’s no doubt about 
that. Nobody’s being forced 
to get vaccinated. However, 
some companies are re-
quiring [vaccination] if you 
want to work there. If you 
don’t want to work there, 
then fine, go find a job at 
some other business that 
you don’t have to get vac-
cinated for.”

Mascher compared 
choosing not to get vacci-
nated to choosing to drink 
and drive. 

“It’s not as easy as to 
say, ‘Well, I can do what-
ever I want with my body, 
because it doesn’t affect 
you,’” she said. “Well, it 
does.” 

On Feb. 15, the state’s 
COVID-19 data website, 
coronavirus. iowa.gov, 
was taken down. Iowans 
can still find COVID-19 
numbers on the Centers 
for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s website and 
other aggregators. Ac-
cording to the CDC, as of 
Feb. 18, there have been 
7,070 cases and 119 deaths 
in the last seven days. All 
but one of Iowa’s 99 coun-
ties are experiencing high 
transmission. 

When Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds announced the 
final extension of the pub-
lic health emergency on 
Feb. 3, she said treating the 
pandemic as an emergency 
wasn’t necessary or feasi-
ble, and COVID-19 should 
be managed similarly to 
other infectious illnesses 
like the flu. 

To some in public health, 
the move to stop sharing 
data on the state level and 
end the proclamation was 
premature. 

“For the most part, 
many of us in public 
health see this as too 
soon to end the procla-
mation,” said Sam Jarvis, 
Johnson County Depart-
ment of Public Health 
community health divi-
sion manager.

Jarvis said he doesn’t 
believe the end of the proc-
lamation will have much 
impact on local operations, 
but because Iowa is only 
reporting positive tests and 
not negative ones, the test 
positivity rate will be un-
known. 

Despite the end of the 
proclamation, Jarvis said 
COVID-19 is still causing 

illness and hospitalization. 
“There’s still concern 

out there, and we’re still 
emphasizing how import-
ant it is to continue to im-
plement all the personal 
mitigation measures that 
we’ve been practicing for 
almost two years now,” 
he said “And for those of 
us who are in a workforce 
with sensitive or vulnera-
ble populations, these will 
continue to be a priority 
and importance.”

COVID-19 cases in Iowa 
are down significantly from 
a peak of over 5,000 new 
cases daily around Jan. 20, 
but they’re still higher than 
summer 2021, when the 
CDC loosened some mask 
recommendations for vac-
cinated people. The daily 
average for new cases on 
Feb. 19 was 852, the first 
time the average was below 
1,000 cases since October 

2021. 
Lina Tucker Reinders, ex-

ecutive director of the Iowa 
Public Health Association, 
said ending the health 
emergency while the state 
is still dealing with pan-
demic related stressors is 
sending mixed messages.

“It is a concern that 
ending the emergen-
cy proclamation kind of 
gives the public message 
that, ‘It’s done, we’re 
moving on.’ And it’s not 
done, yet we are moving 
on,” she said. “And for 
many people, they can’t 
move on because their 
children are not yet vac-
cinated, they have med-
ical vulnerabilities that 
put them at elevated 
risk, they are health care 
workers that are com-
pletely strained.”  

According to the New 
York Times, 72 percent of 

Iowans 5 and older have 
at least one dose of the 
vaccine, and 65 percent 
have received their initial 
two-dose series. Children 
under 5 aren’t eligible for 
the vaccines.

Tucker Reinders said 
that, rather than returning 
to life before the pandem-
ic, people should use the 
lessons from the last two 
years to create a better nor-
mal. She said people now 
have a greater understand-
ing of how interconnected 
they are as a community 
when it comes to health. 

“There’s so much that’s 
been uncovered in terms 
of the way we work, the 
way we respond to the eq-
uities that exist within our 
community, that we can’t 
return to normal,” Tuck-
er Reinders said. “What 
was normal two-and-a-
half years ago doesn’t  
exist anymore.” 

Tucker Reinders said she 
would like to see a stron-
ger investment in state 
and local health depart-
ment funding from Iowa’s 
government, as well as in-
creased access to mental 
health resources, as she 
believes harm to mental 
health is a secondary im-
pact to the pandemic that 
will last a long time. 

There are also bills in 
the Iowa House and Sen-
ate addressing COVID-19 
vaccinations for children 
to attend daycare and K-12 
school. House File 2298 
prohibits requiring vacci-
nation for enrollment, and 
Senate File 2079 provides 
medical and religious ex-
emptions. 

Kaufmann said ending 
the emergency proclama-
tion is a continuation of 
common-sense leadership 
from Reynolds. 

“I think the general pub-
lic is absolutely ready to 
figure out how to continue 
to be aware of the problem 
that exists, but to abso-
lutely get back to normal,” 
Kaufmann said. “I hear it 
every day, and it’s not just 
Republicans anymore. I’m 
hearing it from Indepen-
dents and Democrats, I’m 
hearing it from liberals, 
that it is time to figure out 
how to move forward in a 
way that can quasi-resem-
ble normalcy.”

natalie-dunlap@uiowa.edu

It is a concern that ending the emergency proc-
lamation kind of gives the public message that, ‘It ’s 
done, we’re moving on.’ And it ’s not done yet, we are 
moving on.

  —  Lina Tucker Reinders, Iowa Public Health Association executive director

IOWA POLITICS

Source: New York Times

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
The House chamber is seen during the opening of the 2022 Legislative Session at the Iowa State Capitol in Des Moines on Jan. 10.

AT LEAST ONE DOSE FULLY VACCINATED

VACCINATION RATES IN IOWA
5 years and up

72%  65%
Source: New York Times
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Opinions
Stop censoring Black history during Black History Month

COLUMN

During a month focused on the achievements of Black Americans, Iowa teachers are not able to fully teach Black history.

It’s Black History Month, 
yet Iowa’s teachers can’t 
accurately teach Black his-
tory because of restrictive 
legislation.

 In summer 2021, Iowa 
Gov. Kim Reynolds, a Re-
publican, signed a bill that 
bans teaching of concepts 
she considers divisive. This 
includes teaching of inher-
ent or systemic racism and 
sexism. 

Reynolds is also against 
teaching the “1619 Proj-
ect,” and efforts have 
been made by Iowa re-
publicans to ban this text 
from schools. The “1619 
Project,” written by Ni-
kole Hannah-Jones, cen-
ters Black contributions 
in America’s progress, 
revealing the truth of en-
slavement to modern-day 
Black contributions and 
systemic barriers.    

Critical race theory has 
also been a hot topic for 
Iowa Republicans. Reyn-
olds described critical race 
theory as being about “la-
bels and stereotypes, not 

education,” saying stu-
dents will learn to “judge 
others based on race, gen-
der or sexual identity.” At 
its core, critical race the-
ory is about recognizing 
how racism is embedded 
in the systems we operate 
under. It has nothing to do 
with furthering or creating 
stereotypes. 

These efforts to erase 
Black people from histo-
ry in America is proof we 
need to do more to educate 
people on the truth behind 
our country’s history. 

Reynolds’ past legisla-
tion is not the only thing 
working to stifle teachers’ 
ability to teach Black his-
tory. Recent book bans are 
doing this same thing, try-
ing to remove Black iden-
tities from the education 
system.    

In the past month, 
there has been continual 
discourse about banning 
certain books or penaliz-
ing teachers for teaching 
certain books in classes. 
Not coincidentally, almost 
all of the books deal with 
communities of color and 
LGBTQ+ narratives that 
would be perfect to spot-
light during Black History 
Month.    

Some of the books dis-
cussed were The Hate U 
Give by Angie Thomas 
and All Boys Aren’t Blue by 

George M. Johnson. Both 
of these books center on 
very real experiences of 
Black youth and should 
not be targeted because 
the reality some students 
face is too harsh for others. 
Additionally, it’s import-
ant to remember 6-year-
olds are not the students 
being assigned books like 
The Hate U Give. 

As educators face re-
strictions, elementary stu-
dents in Hiawatha heard 
from University of Iowa 
Professor Venise Berry, 
who heads the African 
American Studies depart-
ment. She talked about her 
own experience and read 
about Liberia, a country 
in Africa founded by freed 
enslaved people.    

Telling personal stories 
doesn’t necessarily cross 
Reynold’s boundaries for 
teaching about race. How-
ever, teachers should not 
have to worry about cen-
soring the truth to protect 
white supremacy and fra-
gility.  

Students at Iowa City 
High School commented 
on what they have been 
doing in school for Black 
History Month.

“There are announce-
ments with quotes from a 
Black person every morn-
ing but other than that 
there isn’t really anything 

happening,” Jax said. None 
of my teachers are really 
doing anything for Black  
history month.” 

Vinyl, another student 
at City High said, “Our AP 
language teacher had us 
read essays from civil rights 
activists. We also had the 
opportunity to read other 
Black literature.” 

Charlie, a student at 
Liberty High School, also 

commented: “I have nev-
er been asked to read 
any Black literature in  
my classes.”  

Overall, it seems like 
there is not a general ef-
fort to uplift Black history 
by the schools. However, it 
being Black History Month 
there should be more ef-
fort to uplift Black students 
than to protect white fra-
gility and false narratives. 

Teaching about Black 
history is not about teach-
ing white students to feel 
guilty. It’s about addressing 
a history that plagues and 
contributes to inequities 
Black Americans face to-
day. In order to make the 
progress we need to, we 
have to recognize this his-
tory.

yasmine-buchanan@uiowa.edu    

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds exits the House Chamber during the Condition of the State Address at the Iowa State 
Capitol in Des Moines on Jan. 11. During the address, Reynolds spoke about child care, Iowa teachers, material 
taught in schools, unemployment, tax cuts, and more.  

Iowa Republicans 
need new priorities 

COLUMN COLUMN

Farmers have been hit by rising costs from the pandemic 
and need help funding their expenses.

Farmers need reduced 
expenses to profit

Republicans in the Iowa Legislature need to move 
past non-inclusive rhetoric and instead focus on 

substantive issues.

We have all heard the idiom “some 
things never change.”

However, I disagree with the notion 
that certain things will never change. Af-
ter all, progress seems unattainable with-
out change. But Iowa Republicans seem to 
govern by this idiom.

In 2021, Republicans introduced a re-
cord number of anti-LGBTQ+ bills in Io-
wa’s 89th general assembly, and this year, 
they have introduced even more. This 
pattern of non-inclusive rhetoric needs to 
end, and Republicans need to focus on the 
issues that matter.

In January 2021, the Iowa Legislature 
kicked off the 89th legislative session. 
During the 100-day session, bills were in-
troduced, passed, struck down or put aside 
for the next delegation.

Last year, Republicans introduced 15 
anti-LGBTQ+ bills, many of which target 
transgender people. This legislation in-
cluded HF170, which opens more paths 
for discrimination against LGBTQ+ peo-
ple. 

Now, Republicans are pulling from the 
same playbook. This year, a record 17 an-
ti-LGBTQ+ bills were introduced.

These bills include SF80, which could 
impede teachers from using a some stu-
dents’ preferred pronouns, SF2024 which 
prohibits discussion of gender identity in 
the classroom without parental consent, 
and a bill that bans transgender girls from 
participating in girls’ sports.

Luckily, many of these bills did not sur-
vive the legislative funnel deadline on 
Friday, so they won’t advance. But the ban 
on transgender girls in girls’ sports moved 
ahead.

Unfortunately, the 89th general assem-
bly follows a constant agenda set by Re-
publicans. 

In 2020, a group of Republican law mak-
ers proposed a bill that would remove dis-
crimination protections for transgender 
people from the Iowa Civil Rights Act. 
This bill died in a subcommittee, which 
cited “unintended consequences.”  

In response to this bill, Mark Stringer, 
executive director of the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Iowa, said the bill at-
tempts to roll back the clock.

“Discriminating against transgender 
people — or any Iowans — will not make 
them, or us, go away or stop being who 
they are,” Stringer said in an AP article. 
“We’ll continue to remind legislators of 
the obvious: Transgender people already 
do exist; they aren’t going anywhere.”

This anti-inclusivity rhetoric is count-
er-productive, and it needs to end. The 
attempts to restrict and block the rights 
of the LGBTQ+ community will not move 
Iowa forward. It will set us back.

Pushing through legislation that specif-
ically targets the LGBTQ+ community goes 
across party lines. It affects a whole group 
of people, and it especially affects stu-
dents in this case. Attempting to suppress 
the rights of a whole group of people is 
never acceptable, and Republicans need to  
do better. 

We need legislators from both parties to 
stand for issues that matter. This includes 
making voting more accessible, support-
ing communities hurt by COVID-19, and 
improving the state’s infrastructure. Un-
fortunately, Republicans seem preoccu-
pied with targeting the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity rather than helping communities in 
need. 

The Iowa legislature works on behalf of 
the people, and it is our job to hold them 
accountable.

The pattern of non-inclusive rhetoric 
needs to end. Republicans need to move 
past this anti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric and work 
to make substantive progress. Things 
need to change. If the legislation Repub-
licans introduce does not signify a signifi-
cant change in the party, then we need to 
elect new leaders in the upcoming mid-
terms.

sophia-meador@uiowa.edu

Agriculture is sometimes taken for 
granted, yet it is one of the few things 
that needs to be taken seriously. Farmers 
took a hit from the pandemic and rising 
costs. Farm production expenses are ex-
pected to rise by 1.5 percent by 2022, so 
many farmers won’t make a profit, or 
even nearly enough to stay afloat.

Agriculture and related industries make 

up 10.3 percent of U.S. employment, with 
1.4 percent coming directly from farming. 
Profits have decreased over the pandem-
ic years as expenses have come closer to 
meeting or exceeding sales.

In Iowa, 85 percent of land is used for 
farming. Iowa leads in crops like corn 
and soybeans. Iowa and other Midwest-
ern states are the primary suppliers of 
agriculture in America and the world.

Farmers prepay for the inputs they 
need in the winter before the next 
planting in the spring for cheaper costs. 
Inputs are the products and machines 
involved to produce or improve a crop. 
As inputs like nitrogen for corn and 
round-up/other pesticides prices have 
doubled, farmers could be put out of 
business if they don’t at least break 
even.

When farmers sell their grain or their 
livestock, they don’t get to set the pric-
es. They don’t get to say what price they 
would need to break even. 

This has led to a shift in what farmers 
are willing to plant. Corn requires more 

inputs than other crops like soybeans, 
so farmers in Iowa have started to plant 
more soybeans in efforts to stay afloat 
and make money.

One solution is for farmers to have 
more of a say in their sell prices. Farm-
ers of wheat, maize, and mustard have 
options, a way to set a predetermined 
price for a premium.

Farmers of other crops and livestock 
should be given opportunities such as 
options to at least break even at the end 
of the harvest. However, I would recom-
mend the government provide needed 
funding to farmers.

Bigger farms can easily control the 
markets on their crops and set higher or 
lower prices, but smaller farms depend 
heavily on the money they bring in, as 
for many it is their only source of in-

come.
While the government 

has started programs 
to reduce the economic 
impact of the pandemic 
on farmers, like paying 
the difference in sales 
because of price reduc-

tions, cost of inputs will continue to 
rise.

If the government were to subsidize 
the cost of inputs for farmers, then 
farmers would not sell their crops as 
high, meaning restaurants and oth-
er businesses could lower their prices 
as well. This would also allow small-
er farmers to have a better cushion 
to survive other catastrophes such as 
droughts.

Either way, farmers need more money 
as they are the backbone of our econ-
omy and our lives. Smaller farms need 
the most help as they continuously bat-
tle bigger farms and corporations. Small 
family farms are also better for the en-
vironment and for animals as they are 
less likely to overuse pesticides or abuse  
their animals. 

At the end of the day, farmers need 
more control to set their prices and 
financial aid due to loss from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

luke-krchak@uiowa.edu

Yassie Buchanan    
Opinions Columnist

Luke Krchak 
Opinions ColumnistSophia Meador   

Opinions Columnist

When farmers sell their grain or their 
livestock , they don’ t get to set the prices.
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Economic pressures draw more 
customers to thrift stores

After closing down at the beginning of the pandemic, Ragstock and Goodwill have returned to pre-COVID status. 

Emily Delgado 
News Reporter

As inflation causes the 
cost of everyday goods 
to rise, more people are 
turning to thrift stores, 
Iowa City secondhand 
shops say.

Goodwill of the Heart-
land closed during 2020 
at the beginning of the 
pandemic but has been 
able to recover financial-
ly, Marketing Director 
Brent Watkins said. 

“But, fortunately, 

through all of that, we’ve 
survived, and we now are 
thriving,” Watkins said. 
“Last year we had one of 
our best years ever, sim-
ply because people rec-
ognize the value of shop-
ping, used goods, cars, 
with inflation and the 
economic pressures that 
the pandemic brought.”

According to Thred-
Up, an online resale 
site, 33 million custom-
ers bought secondhand 
clothes for the first time 
in 2020 — many spurred 
by the pandemic. 

Masks are required to 
be worn in public spac-
es in Iowa City, which 
includes retail stores 
such as Ragstock and 
Goodwill. Both stores 
recommend customers 
wear masks, and em-
ployees are required to  
be vaccinated. 

Ragstock, a thrift store 
in downtown Iowa City, 
was closed for about two 
months in 2020, said 
Nora Heiland, assistant 
manager. Heiland said 
the store recovered after 
its closure. 

“We have very loyal cus-
tomers, college students 
who consistently come in 
for cheap clothing and/or 
costumes,” Heiland said.  
“Whether it be themed 
parties or Halloween, for 
any kind of holiday.” 

Tommy Stevens, a 
University of Iowa sec-
ond-year student who said 
they thrift everything they 
can, stopped shopping at 
Goodwill of the Heartland 
— among other places — 
during 2020 because of 
COVID-19. 

They said they began 
returning to thrift stores 
in summer 2021. 

“I think thrifting is im-

portant because buying 
cheap new clothes exploits 
workers and exacerbates 
dangerous climate chang-
es,” Stevens wrote in an 
email to The Daily Iowan. 

According to ThredUp, 
the resale industry is ex-
pected to grow 11 times 
faster than the tradition-
al retail industry by 2025. 
The site predicts the sec-
ondhand and donation 
industry will be worth 
$30 billion dollars annu-
ally by 2025. 

Thrift store employ-
ees recognize that buy-
ing thrifted clothes 
is a cheaper alterna-
tive for customers,  
Watkins said. 

“We find that people 
are shopping our stores 
more because you know 
how much less expensive 
it is than buying new,” 
Watkins said.

Ragstock has returned 
to pre-pandemic busi-
ness, with customers 
coming in and out of 
their doors, Heiland said. 

Watkins said that his 
location was able to hire 
back the 80 percent of em-
ployees that were laid off 
in 2020. 

Heiland credits Rag-
stock’s loyal customers 
with its ability to bounce 
back to pre-pandemic busi-
ness, as  well as the store’s 
use of its front window to 
display new arrivals.

“As people have gotten 
more comfortable with 
just living in a pandem-
ic, it’s definitely picked 
up,”Heiland said. “This 
past Halloween was 
much busier for us than 
2020 for us, because 
more people were just 
more comfortable.” 

emily-delgado@uiowa.edu

Ragstock

Artifacts

Revival

The Savvy Boutique

Stuff Etc

Goodwill of the Heartland

The Salvation Army

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Ragstock is seen in Iowa City on Feb. 2.  Ragstock closed for two months in 2020 due to COVID-19 but was able to recover financially.

Thrift stores in Iowa City 

Infographic by Rose Foley

http://president.uiowa.edu/pres-lecture
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UI to request two new academic programs
The University of Iowa will request approval to add two new programs to the UI Graduate College,

a doctorate in criminology and a Master of Science in data science.
Kate Perez
News Reporter

The University of Iowa 
will request approval to 
add two new programs to 
the university catalog at 
the state Board of Regents 
meeting on Wednesday. 

The university is look-
ing to add a doctorate in 
criminology and a master’s 
program of science in data 
science in the UI Graduate 
College. 

Rachel Boon, the re-
gents’ chief academic of-
ficer, said the process of 
approving the addition of 
the two programs is iden-
tical to approving a new 
center. It goes through her 
first, then it is voted on by 
the Council of Provosts, 
and then by the Academ-
ic Affairs Committee. If it 
is approved by all three 
groups, then the regents 
will vote on it. 

If the regents choose 
to approve the additional 
programs, it is then up to 
the university to choose 
how to proceed. 

“It’s approved, then 
they can just begin their 
process, however that 
needs to happen,” Boon 
said. “It becomes up to 

the university to imple-
ment and manage it on an  
ongoing basis.” 

If approved, the UI will 
be the first university in 
Iowa to have a doctor-
ate in criminology, as no 
public or private universi-
ties currently offer one in  
the program. 

“All three Regents’ in-
stitutions (and sever-
al private schools) have 
very large undergraduate 
criminal justice majors, 
yet there is no avenue 
in our state for pursuing 
education in criminolo-
gy at the PhD level,” the  
proposal states. 

The university is re-
questing the addition of a 
doctorate in criminology, 
after seeing a rise in na-
tional demand for similar 
graduate-level programs, 
the proposal states. 

“The location of the 
program within this de-
partment allows the pro-
gram to fill an important 
niche nationally in grad-
uate training in criminol-
ogy, by drawing on the 
strengths and availability 
of graduate coursework 
and faculty expertise 
within sociology, partic-
ularly in the study of so-

cial stratification, mental 
health and social psy-
chology,” it states.

The mission of the 
program will provide 
students with compre-
hensive training in crim-
inological theory, crimi-
nology research, research 
methods, and data analy-
sis, according to the pro-
posal. Additionally, the 
program will promote 
the advanced under-
standing of substantive 
issues related to crimi-
nology, including gov-
ernment policy and the  
justice system. 

The cost for the addi-
tion of this program will 
be budget neutral, the 
proposal outlines, and the 
only expected cost will 
be for marketing and re-
cruitment needs. This is 
expected to be $2,250 for 
the first five years. The 
university looks to im-
plement the program in  
fall 2022.

Like the doctorate in 
criminology, there are no 
existing graduate Master  
of Science in data science 
programs at other col-
leges and universities in 
Iowa, states the second 
request.

“The College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences at Iowa 
State University offers 
a BS degree in data sci-
ence. The University of 
Northern Iowa has a BA 
in physics with a data sci-
ence emphasis program in 
the Department of Phys-
ics. The proposed MSDS 
is the only program with 
an emphasis on statistical 
modeling and analysis in 
the state,” the according 
to the request.  

The university already 
has the resources it needs 
to add the program and will 
not need new or additional 
staffing, or any funds, the 
proposal explains. 

“The personnel, fa-
cilities, and equipment 
currently in use for stu-
dents within our existing 
graduate programs in the 
department of statistics 
and actuarial science, will 
also support the proposed 
MSDS, with ability to serve 
additional students at no 
extra cost,” it states.

The document cites the 
growth interest and the 
data industry as main rea-
sons the UI needs a Master 
of Science in data science 
program. 

It adds that there has 

been an increase in the 
enrollment of students 
from many disciplines in 
two existing data science 
courses, Statistical Learn-
ing and Data Visualization 
and Data Technologies. 

“The sustained interest 
of students in these cours-
es, both from within and 
outside of the discipline, 
suggests that offering the 
proposed MSDS program 
will help meet student 

demand for data science 
training,” it states, “...with 
the ever-increasing de-
mand for data, the field is 
poised to grow for years to 
come.”

The Master of Science 
in data science program 
will also be implemented 
in the fall of 2022, if ap-
proved by the regents on 
Wednesday.

katharine-perez@uiowa.edu

Larry Phan/The Daily Iowan
The outside of The James Theatre is seen on Sunday.

James Theater opens in old Riverside space
The James Theater has opened on Gilbert Street with the hope of providing up-and-coming artists

a place to perform. It is co-owned by local couple Leslie and Mark Nolte.
Ariana Lessard
Arts Reporter

The James Theater has 
officially opened on Gil-
bert Street. 

Mark and Leslie Nolte, 
who also own Nolte Acad-
emy of Dance in Coralville, 
purchased the building in 
2021. The space was pre-
viously occupied by River-
side Theatre. 

The couple describe the 
theater as small, but com-
munity-oriented, with the 
aspiration of giving up-
and-coming talent a place 
to start. Their goal, as de-
scribed by the flyers hand-
ed out at the front of the 
building, is to contribute to 
making Iowa City the best 
small city for the arts. 

James Theater Director 
of Operations Zoe Fruch-
ter said the space allows 
artists to put on close, 
intimate performances. 

“I think that this ven-
ue fills a niche in the art 
scene here, where artists 
can come at whatever 
stage of their develop-
ment,” Fruchter said. 

Inside the theater, all is 
black, but the full immersive 
experience the transform-
able space brings isn’t just 
due to the paint job. Tech-
nical Director Julia Corbett 
said the theater’s lighting 
and sound equipment fur-
ther draw in the audience. 

“We have 30 fully LED 
moving lights. We have 
great color,” Corbett said. 
“We have a really awesome 
sound system, like we have 
eight speakers these days, 
which is amazing.” 

The theater seats 122 
people. Two large glass 
doors face the street and 
help convert the space to 

an outdoor theater when 
opened. The Noltes ex-
pressed interest in ex-
ploring this function 
over the summer. 

During one of their 
opening performanc-
es on Saturday, Mark 
Nolte’s Iowa City-based 
band City Park per-
formed. The event filled 

the theater’s lobby with 
friends and family mem-
bers reminiscing about 
college and catching up. 
With so much energy in 
a small space, it was hard 
not to get lost in it. 

The Noltes expressed 
that the James Theater is, 
in part, designed to give 
up-and-coming college 

students a place to per-
form. Over the course of 
the night, the staff dis-
cussed several different 
kinds of acts, including 
the burlesque show the 
theater hosted on Feb 12. 

Leslie Nolte said her 
hopes for the theater in-
clude hosting new artists. 

“I hope that we find 

those up-and-coming 
performers that are may-
be traveling from Chicago 
to Minneapolis, but that, 
you know, we had them 
here as first-type acts,” 
she said. “I hope that we 
get to sort of live on that 
circuit, because we real-
ly invested in the sound 
and the light equipment 

to give the artists a really 
great experience.”

Both in the construction 
of the James Theater and 
the way the owners have 
described it, the Noltes 
and their team will use the 
space to help new artists 
get discovered. 

ariana-lessard@uiowa.edu

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
The Old Capitol is seen in Iowa City on Jan. 25. 

http://StopHIVIowa.org
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Puzzle solutions on page 2

   

No. 0117

Across

Down

 1 ___ and downs
 4 John or John Quincy
 9 Off-the-wall
14 Org. for the Flyers and Red Wings
15 First toy to be called an “action figure”
16 Congresswoman ___ Omar
17 Teenage military leader canonized in 1920
19 Country singer Patsy
20 ___ Domini
21 Not inclined to reveal one’s feelings
23 “Goodness gracious!”
26 Sign of an old wound
27 Word before trap or prize
30 Marx’s collaborator on “The Communist
  Manifesto”
34 Clown accessory that’s often bright red
37 Skin soothers
39 Furniture megastore
40 Insignificant amount … or hint to this
  puzzle’s shaded squares
44 Genuine
45 Actress Rigg of “The Avengers”
46 “___ sells seashells …”
47 Rachel of MSNBC
50 Sign of fire
52 Places where the cucumbers aren’t for eating
54 Dragonlike creature of fantasy
58 Big-dollar election-influencing grp.

62 Smoothie berry
63 Deadly nerve gas
64 “Tell someone who gives a hoot”
67 Use a stencil on
68 Instrument in Hindustani music
69 TV remote button
70 Turned white
71 Major pipes
72 Rap’s Dr. ___

 1 Dislodge, as printer paper
 2 Bogus
 3 “Tea” for “gossip,” e.g.
 4 In the past
 5 “What’s the ___?”
 6 Cracked, as a door
 7 Glutton’s demand
 8 Religious offshoots
 9 One who worships the Triple Goddess
 and Horned God
10 Itchy, say
11 Keep this up when you’re down
12 Philosopher Immanuel
13 Number on a foam finger
18 Beginner, in modern lingo
22 Rocks, in a drink
24 Dove or Dial

25 Hindu festival of colors
28 “___, James ___”
29 Himalayan cryptids
31 Scrapes (out)
32 Jacob’s first wife
33 Reasonable
34 In the 70s or 80s, say
35 Bit of inspiration
36 Mortarboard tosser
38 Bogus
41 Male grooming brand
42 Sufficient, to Shakespeare
43 Describing chardonnay, e.g.
48 Uncorked
49 Mindless two-player card game
51 Emergency relocation of people, for short
53 Twitch
55 Digital holiday greeting
56 Like uranium �vis-à-vis carbon
57 Aunt and uncle’s little girl
58 ___ Lee (dessert brand)
59 Russian river
60 Home to the Hang Seng and Nikkei
 225 indexes
61 Commercial prefix with bank
63 Indy 500 sponsor
65 Aid on a hot summer day
66 1040 org.

gles he’s still right around 
even-par. His freshman 
year when he struggled, 
he would shoot in the high 
70s. His game has just 
gotten that much better.”

When McClear’s driv-
er, irons, and wedges are 
all working for him at the 
same time, he produces 
similar scores to his first 
two rounds of the Puer-
to Rico Classic — a 3-un-
der-par 69 and a 2-un-

der-par 70. 
When his putter gets 

hot, McClear said, the 
result is an 8-under-par 
round of 64 on the final 
day of the tournament to 
vault from a tie for 24th 
into a tie for ninth. Mc-
Clear birdied ten of his 
18 holes during the fi-
nal round on his way to 
the third-lowest single 
round in Iowa men’s golf 
history.

“I definitely putted re-
ally well,” McClear said. 
“Could have been my 

Iowa golf career-best 
putting day. That helps 
no matter what. There 

wasn't a huge difference 
in the ball-striking, but 
yeah, just kind of mak-

ing putts, getting that 
momentum going, and 
things can take off pretty 
quickly from there.”

While McClear’s 20 
birdies for the event tied 
winner Chris Gotterup’s 
total, Gotterup didn’t 
make a single bogey. Mc-
Clear tallied five bogeys 
and a double-bogey over 
the three rounds. 

As a result of his win, 
Gotterup received an in-
vitation to the PGA Tour’s 
Puerto Rico Open, played 
at the same course as the 

collegiate event, from 
March 3-6. 

Although McClear 
would’ve loved to receive 
the invite, he’s confident 
the Puerto Rico Open 
won’t be his only oppor-
tunity to play in a profes-
sional golf event.

“Sure, that would have 
been nice,” McClear said 
of playing in the Puerto 
Rico Open. “But there'll 
be plenty more opportu-
nities for that.”

christopher-werner@uiowa.edu

No
Iowa forward Keegan 

Murray won’t win the Big 
Ten Conference Men’s 
Basketball Player of the 
Year award this season, 
and I’m not sure if there’s 
anything he can do on or 
off the court to change 
that.

I’m not saying Mur-
ray isn’t deserving of the 
honor — 23.3 points and 
8.4 rebounds per game 
are nothing to sneeze at. 

If I had a Big Ten Player 
of the Year vote, I’d give 
it to Murray.

I just don’t believe 
enough people that ac-
tually decide the Big Ten 
Player of the Year think 
like me.

In most sports, play-
er of the year awards are 
biased. Athletes on good 
teams are always more 
likely to garner player of 
the year attention than 
those that are not. Even 
if one particular play-
er is more valuable to 
their bad team than an-
other athlete is to their 
high-achieving squad, 
the competitor on the 
better team traditionally 
wins the award.

The Hawkeyes aren't 
bad this season. I said 
they would be terrible be-
fore their 2021-22 cam-
paign began. I’ve since 
eaten those words.

However, Iowa still 
isn’t one of the Big Ten’s 
best teams. The Hawkeyes 
have been muddling 
through the middle of the 
league standings for most 
of the season.

Iowa is unlikely to re-

ceive a double-bye in 
the Big Ten Tournament 
in Indianapolis in a few 
weeks, judging by its cur-
rent trajectory. That will 
tell conference player of 
the year voters that Iowa 
isn’t one of the league’s 
best four teams.

If the Hawkeyes don’t 
get a double-bye in the 
Big Ten Tournament, vot-
ers might be inclined to 
cast their ballots in fa-
vor of players other than 
Murray. Why would they 
give their player of the 
year vote to an athlete on 
a middling team like Mur-
ray when they could mark 
their ballots in favor of 
competitors on the con-
ference’s top teams like 
Illinois’ Kofi Cockburn, 
Ohio State’s E.J. Liddell, 
or Wisconsin’s Johnny 
Davis?

If Keegan Murray isn’t 
named Big Ten Player of 
the Year, I’ll consider it 
highway robbery. Still, I 
just don’t see voters cast-
ing their ballots for him 
if Iowa isn’t one of the 
league’s best four teams.

austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

Austin Hanson 
 Sports Editor

MCCLEAR
Continued from Page 8

MURRAY
Continued from Page 8

tallying two assists be-
fore he was released Jan. 
15. He was then picked 
up by the Storm, where 
he recorded an assist in 
two contests. 

“Worked hard, didn’t 
give up, still believing in 
the dream,” Louis-Jean 
said of his journey this 
season. “Just happy to be 
here.” 

Heartlanders assistant 
coach Derek Damon said 
the Heartlanders signed 

Louis-Jean because they 
saw him as a defensive 
upgrade. 

“He’s a big, big body 
that can really skate,” 
Damon said. “He’s got 
good stride, and he’s got 
a good stick, and it’s just 
putting it all together in 
our system and then go-
ing out there and playing 
hard.”

Forward Yuki Miura 
said he sits by Louis-Jean 
in the locker room, de-
scribing him as a funny 
guy.

“I love the way he 

plays, and he’s always 
staying positive on both 
on the ice and off the 
ice too,” Miura said. “I 
love him. Everyone loves 
him.” 

Before the 2021-22 
campaign, Louis-Jean 
competed in the Que-
bec Major Junior Hockey 
League from 2018-21. He 
notched two goals and 

11 assists in 63 games 
during the 2019-20 sea-
son with the Gatineau 
Olympiques. 

He trekked south to 
compete with the Fort 
Wayne Spacemen in 
the U.S. Premier Hock-
ey League in 2020-21 
— putting up five points 
throughout the regular 
season and playoffs.

Louis-Jean said af-
ter four years in junior 
leagues, he felt ready to 
turn professional and 
decided to attend online 
school while proceeding 

with his hockey career.  
Though Louis-Jean 

has made the jump back 
to the ECHL and made a 
positive impression on 
the coaching staff, he 
still sees improvement 
for himself on the ice

“Just make the easy 
play instead of doing too 
much,” Louis-Jean said. 
“Sometimes, you try to do 
too much, and turnovers 
happen, scoring chances 
happen, so [you] got to 
make the right play.” 

isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Keegan Murray goes up for a shot during a basketball game between Iowa and No. 6 Purdue at 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena in Iowa City on Jan. 27. The Boilermakers defeated the Hawkeyes, 83-73. Murray shot 4-11 in 
field goals.

LOUIS-JEAN
Continued from Page 8

That helps no matter what. There wasn't 
a huge difference in the ball-striking, but yeah, just 
kind of making putts, getting that momentum going, 
and things can take off pretty quickly from there.

— Iowa men's golfer Matt McClear

He’s got good stride, and he’s got a good 
stick, and it’s just putting it all together in our sys-
tem and then going out there and playing hard.

— Iowa Heartlanders assistant coach Derek Damon

http://grifolsplasma.com
http://prizesudoku.com
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STAT OF THE DAY

15
— Retired jerseys in Iowa men’s 
and women’s basketball history as 
of Tuesday night

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“She's been getting better 

and better.”

— Iowa women’s basketball head 
coach Lisa Bluder on freshman 
center Addison O’Grady

Garza’s number to be 
retired on Tuesday

Iowa men’s 
basketball will 
officially retire 
Luka Garza’s 
number at 
halftime of 
the Hawkeyes’ 
c o n t e s t 
against Mich-
igan State on 

Tuesday at Carver-Hawkeye Arena.
The Hawkeyes will host a num-

ber retirement celebration and 
officially decommission No. 55, 
worn by Garza from 2017-21. The 
game starts at 6 p.m. and will air 
on ESPN.

Garza’s No. 55 will join B.J. Arm-
strong’s No. 10, Ronnie Lester’s No. 
12, Carl Cain’s No. 21, Bill Seaberg’s 
No. 22, Bill Logan’s No. 31, Bill 
Schoof ’s No. 33, Chris Street’s No. 
40, Greg Stokes’ No. 41, and Sharm 
Scheuerman’s No. 46 in the arena’s 
rafters.

“This is an honor my family and 
I will never forget,” Garza said via 
release on Feb. 9. “I want to thank 
[Iowa athletics director Gary Bar-
ta], [Iowa head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery], and the entire coaching 
staff, all my teammates, my family, 
and all of Hawkeye Nation. Without 
them, this would not have been 
possible. It ’s a dream come true 
to have my name and number in 
the rafters among all of the other 
Hawkeye greats.”

Garza was a two-time National 
Player of the Year at Iowa. In 2021, 
he was named National Player of 
the Year unanimously. Iowa had 
never had a National Player of the 
Year come through its program be-
fore Garza.

As a senior at Iowa in 2020-21, 
Garza scored a nation-leading 747 
points. The 6-foot-11 center’s scor-
ing total broke Iowa men’s bas-
ketball program’s single-season 
record for points.

Garza also shattered the men’s 
basketball program’s career 
scoring record with 2,306 career 
points. Roy Marble, who played at 
Iowa from 1985-89, was Iowa’s all-
time leading scorer from 1989-2021 
with 2,116 points.

“We look forward to honoring 
Luka Garza and his family,” Mc-
Caffery said via release. “Luka 
epitomizes everything that you 
want in your program. Not just 
Hawkeye fans, but college bas-
ketball fans across the country, 
appreciated his achievements on 
and off the court for four years, 
and the way he pursued his 
dreams.

Marble’s jersey, alongside 
those of Chuck Darling and Murray 
Wier, will also be retired Feb. 22. 
Marble, Weir, and Darling will be 
recognized before the Iowa-Mich-
igan State men’s basketball game 
at Carver tips off. Marble died of 
lung cancer at age 48 in Septem-
ber 2015.

Wier played at Iowa from 1945-
48 and died at the age 89 in April 
2016. Wier was inducted into the 
UI Athletics Hall of Fame in 1989. 
The guard became the NCAA’s first 
officially recognized season-long, 
Division I leading scorer in 1948. 
Wier averaged 21 points per game 
that season.

Darling competed for the 
Hawkeyes from 1949-52 and died 
at age 91 in April 2021. Darling was 
enshrined in the UI Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 1990. He led the Big Ten 
Conference in scoring average as 
a senior, pouring in 25.5 points per 
game.

The numbers of two Iowa wom-
en’s basketball players have been 
retired in the program’s 48-year 
history: Michelle Edwards, who 
wore No. 30 and competed for 
the UI from 1984-88, and Megan 
Gustafson, who donned No. 10 and 
played at Iowa from 2015-19.

“Congratulations to Luka, Mur-
ray, Chuck, and Roy,” Barta said 
via release. “Their accomplish-
ments are well-documented, and 
this recognition is well-deserved. 
This conversation reemerged with 
the incredible success of Megan 
and Luka. I’m pleased we took 
the opportunity to look back at 
our history. Moving forward, all of 
the men’s and women’s honorees 
will be recognized in the rafters of 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena.”

HAWKEYE UPDATES

McClear paces Hawkeye men’s golf
Junior Mac McClear lowered his scoring average by over four shots after the COVID-19 pause.

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's Mac McClear watches other players on the green during the men's golf Hawkeye Invitational at Finkbine Golf Course on April 17, 2021.

Chris Werner 
Sports Reporter 

Iowa men’s golfer 
Mac McClear paced the 
Hawkeyes in their first 
stroke-play tournament 
of the 2022 spring season.

The junior tied for 
ninth place, carding a 
13-under-par total of 203 
at the Puerto Rico Classic 
Feb. 13-15. 

Since the start of the 
2021 spring season, Mc-
Clear has played in all 12 
of the Hawkeyes’ stroke-
play events, finishing in 
the top 10 in five of those 
tournaments — includ-
ing two victories and a 
runner-up showing. The 

reigning Big Ten individ-
ual medalist has conclud-
ed only three of those 
events outside of the top 
25 in that span.

During his freshman 
year in 2019-20, McClear 
only played in four of Io-
wa’s six stroke play tour-
naments and did not re-
cord a top-25 finish. 

The 2021 All-Big Ten 
first-team selection 
pointed to the COVID-19 
hiatus as a turning point 
in his career. The pan-
demic cut the spring 2020 
season short and can-
celed the entire fall 2020 
slate for the Hawkeyes.

“I think COVID actu-
ally helped,” McClear 

told The Daily Iowan on 
Friday. “I wasn’t playing 
great, obviously, before 
that. It gave me a real 
good chance to kind of 
reset and kind of reevalu-
ate everything and get on 
the right track going for-
ward… [I worked on] just 
kind of swing stuff. I kind 
of got into some bad hab-
its, and during the time 
off, I was able to kind of 
ungrain those habits and 
regain the ones I wanted.”

In fall 2019, McClear’s 
75.75 18-hole scoring 
average ranked fifth for 
the Hawkeyes. He has 
dropped that average by 
over four shots since the 
COVID-19 restart for a 

team-leading 71.5 aver-
age in the last 12 events. 

Iowa head coach Tyler 
Stith noticed McClear’s 
improvement in his phys-
ical and mental game af-
ter he returned to campus 
following the COVID-19 
pause. 

“All areas of his game 
have improved and he's 
a really confident player 
— sure of himself,” Stith 
said. “He understands his 
strengths and he's got a 
very high golf IQ. He's got 
all the skills that you need 
to be an elite golfer.”

McClear did, howev-
er, experience a lull in 
results this fall — by his 
standards. He averaged 

72.7 shots per round 
and finished with just 
one top-10 result in four 
events with no top-five 
showings. 

Even as he struggled, 
Stith was impressed by 
his No. 1 player’s consis-
tency and fight. 

“You’re just not going 
to be on top of your game 
all the time,” Stith said. 
“With his schedule, any 
college golfer that plays 
at a high level, you play 
almost 12 months out of 
the year, so at some point, 
you're going to struggle. 
And the difference now 
is when [McClear] strug-

Will Keegan Murray 
be B1G POTY?
Two DI editors debate the star 
sophomore’s chances of earn-
ing conference hardware.

 Louis-Jean providing boost to Heartlanders
The Iowa Heartlanders added defenseman Darick Louis-Jean 
to their roster on Feb. 5 in hopes of improving their defense.

Isaac Goffin
Sports Reporter 

Iowa Heartlanders defenseman Darick 
Louis-Jean isn’t afraid to get his hands dirty 
on the blueline.

He showed his physicality during his 
Heartlanders debut on a chilly February night 
in Wheeling, West Virginia. Halfway through 
the second period of a contest between the 
Heartlanders and the Wheeling Nailers on 
Feb. 5, Louis-Jean slammed into Nailer for-
ward Cam Hausinger’s helmet during a play.

“He gets his head ripped off by Lou-
is-Jean,” Nailer announcer DJ Abisalih said 
inside WesBanco Arena as he saw the colli-
sion. 

After the hit, a bout ensued between Lou-
is-Jean and Nailer forward Tim Doherty. 
Louis-Jean forced Doherty down to the ice 
with a left-handed uppercut before getting 

escorted to the penalty box.
Louis-Jean was issued three penalties for 

those two incidents. He received two majors 
for charging and fighting, plus a game mis-
conduct for charging. The penalties forced 
him out for the remainder of the contest. 
The next day, he was suspended one game 
and fined for his charging infraction.

“All-around D, shutdown D, big hits, not 
afraid to feel my presence on the ice,” Lou-
is-Jean said as he described his role with the 
Heartlanders. 

The 21-year-old from Montreal joined the 
Heartlanders' roster as a loaned player from 
the Southern Professional Hockey League's 
Quad City Storm on Feb. 5.

The 6-foot-1, left-handed shooter started 
his first professional season with the ECHL’s 
Trois-Rivières Lions, skating in 11 games and 

Yes
From last sea-

son to this one, 
the Iowa men’s 
basketball team 
lost the Na-
tional Player of 
the Year (Luka 
Garza), an All-
Big Ten player 
(Joe Wieskamp), 
a multi-year 
starter who was 
elite offensively 
and defensively 
on the perim-
eter (CJ Fred-
rick), and a key 

post player off the bench (Jack Nunge). Yet, the 
Hawkeyes are still on track to make the NCAA 
Tournament.

Why? Well, mostly sophomore forward Keegan 
Murray.

I think a lot of people expected Murray to take 
a jump production wise after a breakout fresh-
man campaign. But to look like a bona fide lottery 
pick? I bet Murray is even a little blown away.

The 6-foot-8, 225-pound forward is averaging 
23.4 points (Garza averaged 24.1 last year), 8.2 
rebounds, and two blocks per game — all while 
shooting 56.1 percent from the field and 36.8 
percent from 3-point territory. And most impor-
tantly, he’s led Iowa to an 18-8 record through 26 
games. Nebraska head coach Fred Hoiberg said 
Murray is the most versatile player in the Big Ten, 
and that's apparent in how many different ways 
he impacts the game. Is Iowa even over .500 with-
out Murray? I think you could make a convincing 
argument that the answer is no.

There are plenty of great players in the Big 
Ten. Jaden Ivey, E.J. Liddell, Johnny Davis, Kofi 
Cockburn, and other players could win this and it 
would still feel deserving.

But Murray is the most deserving candidate. 
He means the most to his team. And his stats are 
nothing to scoff at, either. Murray deserves to win 
the Big Ten Men’s Basketball Player of the Year 
Award. And he will.

robert-read@uiowa.edu

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Heartlanders skate onto the ice and cheer for forward Jake Smith scoring a goal during at shootout period at a hockey game 
between the Iowa Heartlanders and the Tulsa Oilers at Xtream Arena in Coralville on Feb. 16. The Heartlanders defeated the 
Oilers in a shootout, 4-3. Smith scored the second sudden death shot for the Iowa Heartlanders, winning Iowa the game.
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POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Robert Read 
Pregame Editor
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