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The Daily Iowan will publish 
its last print edition of the year 
on Wednesday, Dec. 15. The DI 
will not publish in print over win-
ter break but will publish break-
ing news online. The first print 
edition of 2022 will be Wednes-
day, Jan. 19. 

WINTER IS BETTER TOGETHER
Enjoy a modern, safe and convenient lifestyle in a brand-new, beautifully designed senior 
community!  Nestled in the woods with walking trails and wildlife, Stirlingshire offers all the 

amenities you deserve. Now is the perfect time to make a move to senior living!

As one of our first residents, you become a member
of the Founder's Club and will receive a variety of

special savings and benefits!  

Call for details and to schedule a tour today
319.338.8100 | StirlingshireofCoralville.com

Navigating the COVID-19 protocol 
Almost two years into the COVID-19 pandemic, University of Iowa students, faculty, and graduate teaching assistants 

are struggling to find consistency when someone in their classrooms test positive for the virus. 

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa graduate student and teaching assistant Hannah Zadeh poses for a portrait in a classroom at Schaeffer Hall on Monday. 

Eleanor Hildebrandt
News Editor

When Thom Blair had 
COVID-19 in September, 
attending class and doing 
homework was the last thing 
on his mind.

After days of experi-
encing flu-like symptoms, 
Blair, who has Type 2 di-
abetes, tested positive for 
COVID-19. The University of 
Iowa second-year student’s 
underlying health issues 
increased his likelihood of 
suffering serious symptoms, 

and he was worried for his 
life, especially since he lived 
in the dorms and relied on 
others to bring him food 
during his quarantine.

Blair said he experienced 
a breakthrough case after 
being vaccinated for several 
months. 

“When you’re worried 
about dying, you don’t care 
as much about classes and 
notes,” he said. “This is a 
life-or-death situation for a 
lot of people.” 

While Blair was quaran-
tined in Currier Residence 
Hall earlier this semester, 

he said he emailed all of 
his professors after self-re-
porting his positive test to 
the university. He was not 
in the headspace to partic-
ipate in online lectures or 
engage with his classes due 
to brain fog, a symptom of 
COVID-19, and increased 

stress, he said. 
Still, he asked for notes 

from his professors, but no-
ticed didn’t receive all the 
materials he needed to con-
tinue studying.

“I never got notes in one 

Vintage toy pop-up 
opens in Old Capitol Mall

Bartertown Toys and Collectibles will also offer products from 
local businesses Ansel’s Awesome Sauce and Sweets and Treats. 

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
A table is seen set with products at Bartertown Toys and Collectibles in the Old Capitol Mall on Monday.

Sam Knupp
News Reporter

For the month of December, a corner of the 
Old Capitol Mall will be home to a nostal-
gia-filled vintage shop.

Bartertown Toys and Collectibles, a new 
pop-up store that sells toys, collectibles, and 
comic books, opened this week. Action fig-
ures and toys from Star Wars and Masters of 
the Universe line the shelves. Old Sega and 

Nintendo games and comic books from the 
‘80s and ‘90s are stacked in tidy boxes.

Jeremy Ziegenhorn, owner of Bartertown, 
said the idea for the pop-up store came from 
a conversation between him and Monique 
Holtkamp, the owner of Sweets and Treats, 
another store in the Old Capitol Mall that 
sells gourmet candy. 

“We were just talking about how cool it 

POP-UP | Page 2

City Council 
mulls new 
precincts 
Iowa City officials are think-
ing about population growth 
when looking at three pro-
posed precinct plans.
Emily Delgado
News Reporter

Iowa City City Council members are focus-
ing on leaving room for population growth 
and keeping polling places within precincts as 
they start the process to approve new maps to 
establish new voting precincts for the city. 

During a special work session on Dec. 7, 
Iowa City City Council members staff from the 
Johnson County Auditor’s office explained the 
three different precinct plans they created for 
the city.  

Councilors chose to eliminate Plan B from 
consideration, and will move forward with 
considering Plans A and C. The public can 
weigh in on the plans at a public hearing on 
Dec. 14. 

Johnson County Auditor Travis Weipert said 
the plans take future population growth into 
account. 

Each map adds three new precincts moving 
the total number in the city from 24 to 27. 

 “If we were building a precinct and it was 
already close to 3000 and we know that area is 
looking at 100 homes to put in, we are already 
at capacity, so we made some changes based 
on where we see your growth happening,” 
Weipert said. 

PRECINCTS | Page 2

Defendant in FIJI sexual assault case denies allegations
Carson Steffen, former FIJI member, is denying nonconsenual sexual activity and is seeking damages for defamation.

Rachel Schilke
Senior Print Editor

Editor’s Note: This article 
contains references to sexu-
al assault.

A man accused in a law-

suit accusing two former 
members of the University 
of Iowa’s Phi Gamma Delta 
chapter of sexual assault 
filed a counterclaim de-
nying the accusations, ac-
cordig to court documents 

filed Monday.
A lawsuit filed on behalf 

of Makéna Solberg, a UI 
student, on Oct. 26, states 
she was sexually assault-
ed by two members of the 
fraternity, also called FIJI, 

while attending a party at 
the FIJI house at 303 Ellis 
Ave. in Iowa City on Sept. 
4-5, 2020. 

Carson Steffen, one of 
two men named in the 
suit, stated in his counter-

claim that while engaged 
in sexual activity with 
Makéna Solberg, it was 
consensual. According to 
the court documents, he 
is seeking reparation for 
damages to his reputation 

and good name, loss of a 
future with earning capac-
ity, and mental suffering. 

Solberg is suing Stef-

COVID-19 | Page 3

FIJI | Page 2

80 HOURS: Northside Con-
cert Series to expand

The Summer of the Arts is al-
ready looking toward next sum-
mer and ready to expand its 
Northside Concert Series with 
separate performers throughtout 
the Northside.

Page 6A

IC school board commits 
to combating racism

The Iowa City Community 
School District administrators 
want to hire more teachers of col-
or to address recent concerns.

Page 5A
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would be to have a toy 
slash candy store, kind of 
joking, and then it’s kind 
of evolved from there,” 
Ziegenhorn said.

Ziegenhorn said he’s 
opened a pop-up store in 
one of the heated pods in 
the Iowa City Pedestri-
an Mall and at Midwest 
comic conventions. 

“People come in and 
look around and are just 
blown away, and they al-
ways say, ‘Oh, man, I had 
that when I was a kid,’ 

and it’s just kind of cool,” 
Ziegenhorn said.

Other toys that can be 
found at the store in-
clude G.I. Joe, Ninja Tur-
tles, Barbie, and My Lit-
tle Pony.

Along with its own 
products, Bartertown 
sells products from 
Sweets and Treats. The 
store opened officially on 
Dec. 5 in a vacant space 
within the mall that was 
previously Silver Spider. 

Ziegenhorn said while 
the store will primari-
ly have vintage toys for 
sale, he will also have 

newer items for custom-
ers to buy.

He said customers will 
also have the option to 
bring in items of their 
own to barter.

“It’s kind of fun be-
cause I’m also a collec-
tor,” Ziegenhorn said.  
“And so now, I get stuff 
to add to my collection, 
buying toys from other 
people, and it passes the 
circle of toy trading.”

Holtkamp said the col-
laboration allows people 
to go back to a nostalgic 
time in their lives.

“It makes you think 

of your childhood,” she 
said, “Toys and candy do 
that. They bring you back 
to a precious moment of 
something that you loved 
and you haven’t seen in a 
long time … It’s joyful.”

Holtkamp said she’s 
optimistic about sales 
during the holiday sea-
son and sees many mu-
tual benefits from the 
collaboration.

“The supply chain has 
been such a wreck this 
year,” she said. “I’ve 
had a hard time getting 
things in, like I’ll order 
stuff and maybe get like 
50 percent of what I or-
der. But I ended up with 
a ton of stuff for the hol-
idays, candy-wise. And 
so it’s nice to have that 
space to overflow into 
for the candy shop.”

Holtkamp added that 
the toy store can revi-
talize a less active part 
of the Old Capitol Mall, 
which once contained 
over 50 different stores 
and is now down to just 
over 30.

“For a while, it’s been 
empty, and I just wanted 
to do something nice for 
the holidays,” Holtkamp 
said. “I try to be in the 
community and I try to 
work with others around 
me. The idea kind of 
came out of that.”

Ansel Cummings, own-
er of Ansel’s Awesome 

Sauce, said he is partner-
ing with Ziegenhorn at 
Bartertown to sell his hot 
sauce. Cummings’s local-
ly made sauce, which he 
says is made up of only 
ingredients within a 50-
mile radius of Iowa City 
and Missouri Peaches, is 
now sold at Bartertown 
Toys and Collectibles.

Cummings said the 
collaboration between 
local businesses in Old 
Capital Mall can offer 
something unique that 
can be increasingly diffi-

cult to find in Iowa City, 
partially due to the in-
crease in the price of rent 
in the downtown area. He 
said the store is reminis-
cent of the way down-
town Iowa City used to 
be, harboring a variety 
of unique, locally owned 
stores.

“I think that offers a dif-
ferent taste of Iowa City to 
people that has not been 
as present as it once was,” 
Cummings said.

samuel-knupp@uiowa.edu

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
The Art to Eat By: Cookbooks as Records and Expression display is seen in the University of Iowa Main Library on Tuesday. Eric Ensley and 
Diane Ray put together the exhibit, which will be on display until Dec. 17,  in the Special Collections and Archives Reading Room.

PRECINCTS
Continued from Front

fen and fellow former FIJI 
member Jacob Meloan; the 
Mu Deuteron Association 
of Phi Gamma Delta, which 
is the formal name for the 
Iowa FIJI chapter; and the 
Phi Gamma Delta Educa-
tional Foundation, Inc., 
an arm of the national Phi 
Gamma Delta organization.

The documents filed on 
Steffen’s behalf by his law-
yer, Leon Spies, state that 
Solberg’s claims against 
him were done with “will-
ful and wanton disregard 
for the rights and safety” 
of the defendant.

Documents filed by Sol-
berg’s lawyer, Eashaan Va-
jpeyi, allege that Steffen 
and Meloan planned to 
lead Solberg into one of 
their rooms. When Solberg 
complained of feeling sick, 
the documents state, one 
of the men offered her wa-
ter and led her to his room.

Vajpeyi provided no 
comment when reached 
out to by The Daily Iowan. 

The documents state 
that the men engaged in 
sexual activity with Sol-
berg without her consent, 
and say the alleged assault 
happened “while she was 
in an intoxicated, physical-
ly impaired, and physically 
vulnerable” and that the 
two men “were aware or 
should have been aware.”

While the alleged as-
sault was going on, the 
documents state that the 
men recorded the incident 
without Solberg’s consent, 
and caused the video and 
photographs of the alleged 
assault to be shared among 
members of the fraternity.

Other FIJI members, in-
cluding officers, told their 
members to delete the 
videos and photographs 
and not to report the in-
cident, according to the 
documents. 

Police investigating the 
matter in 2020 found a 
GroupMe message from 
someone identified as 
“possibly the fraternity 
President” to another FIJI 
member advising members 

who received the images 
to delete them, according 
to search warrants.

Claims against the Mu 
Deuteron Association of 
Phi Gamma Delta and the 
Phi Gamma Delta Educa-
tional Foundation, Inc., 
an arm of the national Phi 
Gamma Delta organiza-
tion state the two organi-
zations failed to supervise 
their members and protect 
guests during an official 
function at the fraternity 
house, documents claim.

The documents further 
say members of the frater-
nity “aided and abetted” 
the two men accused of as-
sault by sharing the pho-
tos and “directing their 
deletion to hide the acts, 
and instructing solidarity 
in silence to its members 
which intended to, and 
have in fact, frustrated in-
vestigation into the sexual 
assault.

The Fraternity of Phi 
Gamma Delta, Inc. also 
filed documents on Mon-
day stating that Solberg 
did not fail to “state a 

claim upon which relief 
can be granted” and re-
quested that damages 
against the incorporation, 
if any, should be “de-
creased in the amount by 
which she failed to miti-
gate said damages.” 

The incorporation, list-
ed as International Fra-
ternity in the documents, 
states in its filings that 
at no point did it provide 
any other defendant in the 
case the authority to act 
on its behalf and “there is 

no duty owed by Interna-
tional Fraternity to Plain-
tiff to protect Plaintiff 
from negligent, intention-
al, or criminal actions of 
third parties.”

rachel-schilke@uiowa.edu

FIJI
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POP-UP
Continued from Front

Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City Mayor Bruce Teague speaks at the Senior Center during a City Council meeting on Dec. 7.

Between all the three 
plans, he anticipates most 
polling places will remain 
the same. 

Picking a new precinct 
map happens every 10 years 
after the U.S. Census is 
completed. This time, how-
ever, the census arrived late 
and the council is now on a 
tight deadline to pick a map 
by Jan. 3, 2022. 

In an interview with the 
The Daily Iowan, Mayor 
Pro Term Mazahir Salih ex-
pressed the council will de-
cide on a new precinct plan 
despite the tight window. 

“We will do our best, 
even if there is an addi-
tional special meeting 
needed,” Salih said. “We 
will do it because the win-
dow is very narrow.”

In some areas, two pre-
cincts will share a polling 
location, Johnson County 
Deputy Auditor Mark Kis-

tler said at the special ses-
sion on Dec. 7. 

“We are going to need 
three additional polling 
places and certainly we 
will need help finding loca-
tions,” he said.

Kistler cited North Lib-
erty’s community center, 
which has the resources 
to hold two precincts, as a 
solution to the limited num-
ber of polling place options 
in the county. 

“We have to find 
ADA-compliant generally 

public buildings,” he said. 
“There are a couple of pre-
cincts in all the plans where 
there just aren’t a lot of 
facilities available in that 
particular area, so we will 
probably end up with two or 
three precincts outside the 
precincts.” 

This is a concern for Sa-
lih because this could cause 
confusion for voters. 

Salih wants to eliminate 
confusion as much as pos-
sible, so she said she really 
likes that Plan C does not 
split up the University of 
Iowa east side dorms into 
two precincts. 

Salih also liked Plan A, 
where the individual who 
created the map focused 
on making sure there 
were clear lines and less 
confusion, according to 
Kistler. 

City Councilor Janice 
Wiener is waiting on pub-

lic input to make her final 
decision about which plan 
she favors. 

“I would really like to 
take all the information 
in before I come to a final 
decision. I am confident 
though that the coun-
cil will choose one of the 
three naps and proba-
bly not go back to square 
one,” Wiener said.

Keeping voters in the 

forefront of their minds is 
something Mayor Bruce 
Teague finds to be the most 
important thing when con-
sidering new precincts. 

“There is no indication 
that the council would not 
be able to come to a unan-
imous or to a majority vote 
on one of the three maps 
before us,” Teague said.

emily-delgado@uiowa.edu

Rachel Wagner/The Daily Iowan
The Phi Gamma Delta fraternity house at the University of Iowa is seen on Aug. 30.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Antique trading cards are seen at a recently opened antique store called Bartertown at the Old 
Capitol Mall on Monday.

Cooking by the book
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Puzzle solutions on page 2

   

No. 1103

Across

Down

1 Popular gem-matching app game
10 Names as a source
15 Disney theme park designer
16 ___-garde
17 It might be made short
18 “The Jeffersons” actress Gibbs
19 Hebrew letter that also names a part of the body
20 Icy Hot competitor
21 Ball caller
24 Shortcuts
27 Joie de vivre
30 Graph line
31 ___ Fridays
32 Grind, as teeth
33 Multicolored
34 Battle of Normandy city
35 Paper to fill out when asserting a claim
38 Fraternal letters

39 Devices that criminals attack through
  “jackpotting”
40 Advance slowly
42 Schwarzenegger’s birthplace: Abbr.
43 Western ski resort that doesn’t allow
 snowboarding
44 A whole lot
45 Pedigrees
48 Piggery
49 Noted anonymous street artist 
50 Dec. 25
53 Video Pinball maker
54 The great beyond … or where each word in
 17-, 24-, 35- and 45-Across might be found?
59 Implied
60 Increasingly outmoded circus role
61 Make changes to the board
62 Ire

 1 ___ Keane, “The Family Circus” cartoonist
 2 ___ rap (music subgenre)
 3 One of the Brady Bunch
 4 Scrambled order
 5 What accompanies tossing a coin into a fountain
 6 Thing
 7 Téa of TV
 8 Always, poetically
 9 “I’ll wash, you ___”
10 Arrived dressed up like
11 Joint czar with Peter I
12 Places to focus on
13 Photo lab request
14 Has a quiet night, perhaps
20 Second song of a single
21 Boot lined with sheepskin
22 Puller of strings
23 One of 32 by Beethoven
25 Go-to guy
26 Suits
28 Agere sequitur ___ (“action follows being”: Lat.)
29 Tue. plus two
33 LaBelle or LuPone
34 Fitness center?
36 Bounce back
37 I.S.P. regulator
38 Charles who helped invent the mechanical
 computer
41 “Gangnam Style” rapper
43 Pop-up business?
44 Hollywood’s Haley Joel
46 Gumbo vegetables
47 Glorify
51 Museo works
52 Bang shut
54 Comedian Wong
55 Chick-___-A
56 Little fiend
57 Downside of checking a bag
58 Goof

of my classes, just because 
I didn’t know anybody, and 
in others, I got notes from 
friends,” he said. “In my De-
signing Political Research 
class, I was stranded. I had 
no idea what we covered 
that week. I still don’t.” 

Nearly two years into the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Blair 
said there was no organized 
way for him to request 
notes from his professors 
or teaching assistants — 
something he said he be-
lieves should be guaranteed 
by the university.

“I’m not getting the week 
back that I missed,” he said. 
“I figured, because we had a 
whole year and half of this 
to figure it out, the profes-
sors would have a very spe-
cific set of notes for the stu-
dents that are going to get 
COVID, or, have the lectures 
from last year recorded and 
send them to the students 
who are sick. It’s not hard to 
do that, but they didn’t.”

Jenna Yang, UI Under-
graduate Student Govern-
ment director of academic 
affairs, said strict UI proto-
cols don’t exist to accom-
modate students who test 
positive for coronavirus.

She said professors have 
been instructed by the uni-
versity to be lenient with 
students to ensure they 
get whatever materials 
they need.

“Obviously, life hap-
pens,” she said. “If people 
get sick, professors have 
been instructed to show le-
niency and to work with the 
student in whatever way 
they can on a case-by-case 
basis.” 

While Yang said she 
hasn’t heard of any students 
not receiving the accommo-
dations they need this year, 
she said she wouldn’t be 
surprised if there was some 
miscommunication.

“In my experience, pro-
fessors have been kind 
about this,” she said. “As 
awful as it is, it wouldn’t 
surprise me if professors 
hadn’t always been so kind 
or friendly… I’m happy to 
say I haven’t heard anything 
from people I know having 
problems with professors 
and testing positive.”

The process has become 
more collaborative than in 
the 2020-21 academic year 
when it comes to students 
testing positive, she said. 
Now, she added, students 
have more space to work 
with professors to get what 
they need rather than being 
told what to expect.

Graduate TAs serve as 
the middleman

The burden of students 
being sick can fall onto 
Teaching Assistants, said 
Hannah Zadeh, a sociology 
TA and Campaign to Or-
ganize Graduate Students 
member.

“As a TA, I don’t get re-
ports from the university 
if my students report that 
they’re positive for COVID,” 

they said. “I have had quite 
a few students email me 
and tell me that they have 
COVID, and I don’t know 
if any of them reported it 
to the university, but I’d 
assume some of them, and 
I’ve never gotten a universi-
ty email saying so.” 

During the 2020-21 aca-
demic year, instructors were 
informed when students 
tested positive. Zadeh said 
the entire experience is ex-
tremely stressful for them 
and their peers, as well as 
students. It also creates a 
“potentially adversarial re-
lationship” between gradu-
ate and undergraduate stu-
dents, they said.

“I get students who 
reach out to me and I can 
tell they are really terrified 
of what they expect me to 
say when they miss two 
classes in a row because 
they have COVID,” Zadeh 
said. “I have to write them 
back and be like, ‘No, it’s 
okay, I appreciate you not 
coming into class.’”

To date, 440 students, 
58 faculty members, and 
282 staff members at the 
UI have tested positive for 
COVID-19. since the begin-
ning of the semester. Most 
students who tested posi-
tive were undergraduates, 
while 19 graduate students 
who have taught this year 
tested positive as well, UI 
Assistant Vice President for 
External Relations Jeneane 
Beck wrote in an email to 
The Daily Iowan.

“Only two courses (out 
of thousands offered) have 
more than two cases,” Beck 
wrote.

Beck wrote that faculty re-
ceived guidance at the start 
of the fall semester regard-
ing how to handle students 
testing positive. The uni-
versity is following standard 
university absence from 
class policies. This informa-
tion was also communicated 
to students, Beck wrote.

UI Graduate Student 
Senate president Kody 
Waldstein said widespread 
communication issues are 
largely impacting how in-
structors move forward, 
whether they are graduate 
students or professors.

“It’s very apparent to me, 
over my time in student 
government, that there’s a 
lot of offices and there’s a 
lot of people whose entire 
job is to support graduate 
students,” he said. “And 
there’s a lot of awesome 
resources there, but unfor-
tunately, sometimes it’s dif-
ficult for students to know 
but also just to remember.”

Professors’ perspective

According to the UI Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, “an instruction-
al modality change from 
in-person to online for 
more than one or two class 
periods is not permitted” 
for any instructor. As the DI 
previously reported, COGS 
has asked to increase the 
amount of online days as 
part of an OSHA complaint 
the union filed against the 
university.

The college’s guide sug-
gests instructors “arrange 
for coverage of teaching 
and office hours obligations 
during a brief illness or when 
a short absence from the 
classroom needs to occur.”

This isn’t as easy as it 
may seem, said Loren Glass, 
UI English department 
chair and president of the 
UI American Association of 
University Professors. 

One solution Glass has 
seen in the English depart-
ment included a professor 
Zooming into a classroom 
where their students were, 
after someone — another 
professor, a student, or a 
staff member — set up the 
room. 

“Other options when 
a faculty member calls in 
sick is I find someone who’s 
free during that time and in 
the building. But we don’t 
always have people in the 
same discipline, so we’re 
extremely limited,” he said. 
“It’s not always sustain-
able.”

Some professors who test 
positive, however, cannot 
teach. When Raghuraman 
Mudumbai, a UI associate 
professor of electrical and 
computer engineering, test-
ed positive for COVID-19 
this fall, he said he couldn’t 
stand up, much less teach. 

Mudumbai said his in-
fection took him out of the 
headspace and physical 
ability to teach, even if he 
wanted to do so virtually.

“In addition to self re-
porting, I sent an email to 
my department chair to no-
tify them,” he said. “... I just 
went ahead and canceled 
the first lecture the follow-
ing week, and no one said 
anything. No one objected 
or spoke to me about it. I 
didn’t know at the time how 
I was going to make up that 
class, either.”

Instead, a different facul-
ty member from the UI Col-
lege of Engineering took on 
Mudumbai’s class responsi-
bilities for two weeks. 

“I ended up contacting a 
colleague and working with 
them over Zoom as best I 
could to get him ready to 
substitute for me until I was 
well enough to do Zoom 
lectures,” he said. “I had to 
help him understand my 
slides, and then I had to 
transition mine to Zoom. It 
was a lot.”

Now, as finals week ap-
proaches, Mudumbai said he 
is still behind. He had to ask 
for a lot of help from his de-
partment while he got bet-
ter, he said, and it still wasn’t 
sufficient. When he felt bet-
ter and could return to his 
normal workday, he wasn’t 
sure what to tackle first. 

“Was it grading? I didn’t 
have that done. Was it re-
organizing my lectures? 
The university didn’t give 
us additional TA support to 
catch up on backlogs. I was 
alone,” he said. 

Classroom alterations

When professors cannot 
make the best decisions for 
their classes, Glass said it 
can decrease the quality of 

the classroom experience.
“Surely, the quality is be-

ing compromised,” he said. 
“People are not able to be 
as rigorous and careful as 
they want. I think the high-
est damage is the level of 
morale in faculty in partic-
ular. And most students are 
pretty unhappy they have 
to learn under these condi-
tions, too.”

UI Faculty Senate Presi-
dent and dentistry Profes-
sor Teresa Marshall said last 
fall, professors knew what 
they were dealing with each 
day, including in the Col-
lege of Dentistry, which re-
mained partially in-person. 

Now, she said professors 
have adjusted and accepted 
the current reality of con-
sistent unknowns, which is 
particularly difficult for fac-

ulty who are immunocom-
promised.

“Early in the semester, 
there were a lot of concerns 
raised,” she said. “Adminis-
tration, because of pressure 
from above, held firm that 
we will have classes in per-
son with very limited move-
ment to online accommo-
dations during periods of 
illness. And faculty have 
either adjusted to that prac-
tice, accepted [it], or have 
been impacted.”

Marshall said faculty 
members must roll with the 
punches currently because 
the university is going case 
by case.

“The university, the 
Legislature, the Board of 
Regents — they want our 
students to be in the class-
room,” she said. “So virtual 

teaching is not an option, 
not long term. Everybody’s 
stuck, is partly how I feel.”

Blair said the entire ex-
perience of testing positive 
was frustrating. He under-
stood professors were trying 
to manage, but he said he 
could have slipped through 
the cracks. He knows other 
students still could, too. 

“It’s hard to manage all 
the stuff professors have go-
ing on, a lot of them didn’t 
want to be in person, so I 
get it,” he said. “I’m irritat-
ed because it messed me up 
and I’m a step back. We need 
to start working more as a 
community, and less as indi-
viduals, to get through this.

eleanor-hildebrandt@
uiowa.edu
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Opinions
Go green for the holidays

Amid the hustle and bustle of the holiday season, don’t forget to act sustainably.

Sophia Meador
Opinions Columnist

The holidays are a bustling 
time for everyone, which can 
burden our environment. 

Amid the parties, shop-
ping, festivities, and gather-
ings, Americans generate a 
lot of waste. According to the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), 25 percent 
more waste is accumulated 
throughout the holiday sea-
son than during the rest of 
the year.

While the holidays are a 
busy time for everyone, we 
can’t forget to be green. ‘Tis 
the season for sustainability 
and taking care of our envi-
ronment.

While some are sledding 
down snowy hills this sea-
son, landfills are overflowing 
with holiday waste. Ameri-
cans generate an additional 
25 million tons of garbage, 
or about 1 million extra tons 
per week during the holiday 
season, according to the EPA.

Landfills leave a large 
footprint on the environ-
ment. As a result of human 
waste, it generates landfill 
gas, a natural byproduct 
of the decomposition of 
organic material. Landfill 
gas is composed primarily 

of methane, carbon diox-
ide and a small amount of 
non-methane organic com-
pounds.

Landfill gas is anything 
but merry. Because methane 
is a greenhouse gas, it traps 
heat into our atmosphere, 
contributing to the overall 
warming of the planet. Land-
fill gas contributes to more 
than 15 percent of methane 
gas emissions in the U.S., ac-
cording to the EPA. 

While we need to be 
mindful of our environmen-
tal footprint year-round, it is 
important we are especially 
mindful during the holiday 
season. This season is a time 
for giving, so we need to give 
back to our environment and 
act sustainably. 

One sustainable act is to 
reduce your overall waste. 

Are you reading a print-
ed copy of The Daily Iowan? 
Think before you recycle 
newspapers. An estimated 
2.3 billion pounds of wrap-
ping paper ends up in land-
fills each year. Instead of 
buying wrapping paper, wrap 
your holiday gifts in newspa-
per and other recycled paper. 
Simple acts like this can re-
duce your overall waste and 
promote recycling. 

Another substantial 
source of waste comes from 
holiday cards. An estimated 
2.6 billion holiday cards are 
sold in the U.S. each year. 
While this wholesome ges-
ture is tradition for many, 
a lot of cards end up in 
landfills after the holidays. 

Rather than sending printed 
cards, consider sending elec-
tronic cards to reduce waste 
and save money.

You can make sustainable 
changes in the way you cel-
ebrate the holidays and how 
you give during the holidays. 

With an abundance of re-
tail advertisements and so-
cial media promotions, it can 
be easy to follow the current 
fads and trends. Even with 
the best intentions, howev-
er, many gifts go unused and 
wasted each year.

Gifting sustainably is one 
key way to decrease holiday 
waste. Shopping at thrift 
stores or second-hand shops 
is a perfect way to reduce 
overall waste. Because the 
practices of many clothing 
corporations are harmful to 
the environment, shop sec-
ond-hand instead at Iowa 
City’s abundance of thrift 
stores like Artifacts, Reviv-
al, and The Savvy Boutique, 
which are perfect for your 
gifting needs.

Another way to be sus-

tainable this holiday sea-
son is to limit your con-
sumption of unnecessary 
goods and items. Before 
you purchase a gift, con-
sider whether this item has 
long-term value. Instead of 
gifting items, consider how 
you can give experiences.

Giving experiences is a 
sustainable way to give to 
loved ones and your commu-
nity. This could mean tickets 
to a local show at FilmScene 
or Englert Theatre, or gift 
cards to a local restaurant.

It is also important to keep 
your home green. Remember 
to turn your Christmas lights 
off before bed instead of 
keeping them on overnight. 
If you plan on buying a plas-
tic tree this year, consider 
buying a real one to compost 
after the holidays.

This holiday season, do 
not forget about the impact 
you leave on your environ-
ment. Be green and act sus-
tainably this year. 

  sophia-meador@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

Take a stand against 
gun violence

Whether or not you were 
surprised by the acquittal of 
Kyle Rittenhouse in Kenosha 
on Nov. 19, you might nev-
ertheless have been deeply 
shocked that a 17-year-old 
could carry his AR-15 style 
rifle (that he thought was 
“cool”) into a volatile situ-
ation to take on the job of 
law enforcement, kill people, 
and be found not guilty of all 
charges.  

Or perhaps you feel you 
are losing the ability to be 
shocked. Four people were 
killed and seven injured at 
an Oxford, Michigan, high 
school on Nov. 30 after James 
Crumbley bought his son a 
semi-automatic weapon, ap-
parently as a Christmas pres-
ent, despite the fact that it was 
illegal for him to own it.  

These incidents are head-
line grabbers, but gun violence 
is actually a much more per-
vasive problem in our society. 
There were a record number 
of gun deaths in 2020, many 
likely linked to the pandemic. 
Gun sales skyrocketed. At 21 
million, 2020 saw the high-
est number of background 
checks, 2021 is on pace to beat 
that record. 

More guns in our homes 
raise the risk of suicide, which 
already accounts for two-
thirds  of gun deaths in the 
U.S. and 80 percent in Iowa. 
Over 5,000 children under the 
age of 18 were killed or in-
jured by firearms last year, as 
a result of suicide, unintend-
ed shootings, and homicides. 
Domestic violence gun deaths 
climbed an estimated 25 per-
cent.  

How is this public health 
crisis to be combatted? Public 
conversations about gun safe-
ty regulations have grown in-
creasingly strident. This year, 

the Iowa Legislature jumped 
on the “constitutional carry” 
bandwagon with a new law 
eliminating permit require-
ments for the purchase of 
handguns.  

This means that an 
18-year-old, untrained in the 
use of a firearm, can carry a 
loaded weapon into a crowded 
shopping mall — or an angry 
demonstration — and engage 
in provocative behavior. The 
outcome from a law enforce-
ment standpoint is now even 
more uncertain: the Ritten-
house verdict contributes to 
an ever-expanding definition 
of what is acceptable self-de-
fense. 

Two things are of para-
mount importance to people 
who find these developments 
completely unacceptable.  
First, polls tell us that most 
Iowa voters, including gun 
owners, favor sensible restric-
tions on the purchase and use 
of firearms, keeping guns out 
of the hands of felons, domes-
tic abusers, and people with 
mental illness. 

Most Iowans did not sup-
port this year’s permitless 
carry legislation. The pro-gun 
lobby is loud and very effec-
tive, but it is a minority, and 
it is shouting down the will of 
the public at large.

The second thing to re-
member is that much can be 
done to reduce gun violence, 
if we have the will and the 
perseverance.  We can: 

·      Strengthen the back-
ground check system, cov-
ering sales online and at gun 
shows

·      Eliminate the loopholes 
created when the system can-
not keep up with surging sales

·      Address the scourge of 
“ghost guns” often made from 
kits purchased online and not 

defined as firearms under the 
law 

·      Pass red flag laws, cre-
ating a due process by which 
to remove access to firearms 
from individuals who pose a 
threat

·      Educate ourselves on 
how to safely store firearms in 
our homes

·      Revisit the worst of Io-
wa’s recent gun legislation, 
and fight to prevent passage 
of the proposed state con-
stitutional amendment to 
subject any and all “infringe-
ments” on the right to bear 
arms to the strictest scrutiny 
by the courts, which threat-
ens all efforts to maintain 
and expand gun sense re-
strictions

We are a local group of vol-
unteers with Moms Demand 
Action for Gun Sense in Amer-
ica.  We invite you to join us in 
this important work to save 
lives, build safe communities, 
and give voice to Iowa voters 
deeply concerned about this 
horrific public health issue. 
Text READY to 64433 today. 

- Temple Hiatt, Johnson 
County Local Lead

Karen Greenleaf
Bethany Niciu
Lori Durian
Donna Wong-Gibbons
Ann Gronstal
Holly Sanger
Jacqueline Reger
Denise Kanne
Cecilia Norris
Sharon Falduto
Julie Kearney
Lenore Holte
Jodie Barry Theobald
Kathleen Cave
Carla Phelps
Leslie Carpenter
Patricia Zebrowski
Rebecca Don
Susan Bryant
Liz O’Hara

More action and policy can curb gun violence. 

GUEST OPINION

We should eliminate 
SALT deducutions 

When it comes to tax-
es, Democrats take special 
pride in the fact that their 
party advocates for taxing 
the rich. 

It’s strange, then, that 
President Joe Biden’s 
Build Back Better package, 
they disregard this axiom. 
In the version of the bill 
that passed the House of 
Representatives, moder-
ate Democrats sneaked in 
a provision that raises the 
cap of the State and Local 
Tax, or SALT, deduction 
from $10,000 to $80,000. 
The deduction allows 
wealthy families in these 
states to write off their 
state taxes on their feder-
al tax returns. 

Senate Democrats should 
adhere to the advice of 
Iowa Rep. Cindy Axne 
and not raise the SALT 
cap. Better yet, Democrats 
ought to eliminate the 
SALT deduction in its en-
tirety and use the revenue 
generated to improve so-
cial programs in the Biden 
bill. 

In blue states like Cal-
ifornia, New York, and 
Illinois, tax systems are 
progressive on paper. 
Families in higher income 
tax brackets are supposed 
to pay more in taxes than 
lower income families. 

The SALT deduction cre-
ates a loophole which 
allows these families to 
circumvent their respon-
sibilities to the federal 
government.

To push back against 
this notion that SALT 
deductions benefit the 
wealthy, the moderate 
Democrats from these 
blue states say that rais-
ing the SALT cap is a tax 
cut for the middle class. 
The reality is that a per-
son in the middle 60 per-
cent of the income distri-
bution gets a tax break of 
$37 from the current SALT 
deduction — compare that 
to the top 20 percent who 
could get a tax break of up 
to $10,000.

Axne hit it right on the 
head when she advocated 
that we do not raise the 
SALT cap, pontifying that 
raising the cap will benefit 
the wealthy, not ordinary 
Iowans. 

It is estimated that rais-
ing the cap to $80,000 
will cost the government 
$340 billion in lost reve-
nue over a 10-year period, 
meaning that the revenue 
that could be generated 
from doing away with the 
SALT deduction could be 
used to extend funding for 
the social programs of the 
Build Back Better bill such 
as the Child Tax Credit, 
which gives families a re-
fundable tax credit for ev-
ery kid they have. 

Of course, eliminating 
the SALT deduction over-
night could have destabi-
lizing effects on house-
holds. To placate these 
concerns, tax experts from 
Brookings made a great 

case that, for two years, 
Democrats should raise 
the SALT cap to $20,000 
for married couples and 
keep it at $10,000 for sin-
gles. 

After those two years, 
the SALT cap would grad-
ually decrease by $2,000 
and $1,000 a year so that 
by 2032, the SALT deduc-
tion would be phased out 
of the tax code. This would 
not only provide stability 
to households that benefit 
from the SALT deduction 
but would also raise $90 
billion a year in revenue 
for the government to 
fund the aforementioned 
child tax credit. 

The current child tax 
credit expansion, courte-
sy of the American Rescue 
plan, has lifted nearly 3 
million kids out of poverty 
over the past year. Extend-
ing the tax credit further 
with the money generated 
from eliminating the SALT 
deduction would go a long 
way in ensuring that chil-
dren escape destitution 
for years to come. 

As long as I have been 
alive, Democrats have al-
ways taken pride in the 
fact that they want to use 
government programs to 
help people. 

However, when moder-
ate Democrats eschew the 
needs of our most vulner-
able in order to appease 
their wealthy constitu-
ents, the hypocrisy of the 
Democratic party begins 
to show. If we really want 
to build back better, we 
should phase out the SALT 
deductions. 

shahab-khan@uiowa.edu

The SALT deduction is a regressive tax that makes 
Biden’s social package worse. 

Shahab Khan
Opinions Columnist 

COLUMN
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School Board members look to address racism
Administrators want to hire more teachers of color and create a shift in culture to address recent concerns about racism.

Emily Delgado 
News Reporter 

Iowa City Community 
School District board mem-
bers plan to focus on the 
causes and effects of system-
atic racism on education af-
ter students voiced their con-
cerns about racist incidents 
in community schools. 

During a school board 
meeting in November, stu-
dents and community mem-
bers spoke to the board, voic-
ing their concerns about the 
increase in racism present 
in schools. Specifically, they 
were responding to a racist 
video by a student that sur-
faced on social media. 

A current project the board 
has is in effort to hire more 
district administrators of 
color, school board member 
J.P Claussen said. The project 
is an interior teacher hiring 
process to recruit a person 
in higher education who is 
studying to be in the educa-
tion field. 

“So, the first stage of that 
is we’ve identified talent-
ed folks, many of whom are 
folks of color, and we’re put-
ting them in these fellow po-
sitions, which is going to give 
them a little bit of adminis-
trative experience,” he said. 
“Hopefully, some of them 
will decide to stay in those 
roles, and then we’ll pursue 
administrative roles. And 
that gets us more adminis-
trators of color.” 

Another aspect of this 
project is recognizing 
parents and support staff 
who are passionate about 
teaching and helping them 
become teachers in the 
district. 

Newly elected board mem-
ber Maka Pilcher-Hayek said 
she understands the frus-
trations of individuals who 
have experienced racism and 
hopes during her term that 
the board will focus on trying 
to solve the problem in the 
school district. 

“I think we have to commit 
to working together so that 
we can serve the children, 
we can serve our students,” 
Pilcher-Hayek said. 

Racism doesn’t just hap-
pen in Iowa City schools, 
Pilcher-Hayek said. She said 
the board has been dedicat-
ed to fighting racism already 
through the 2019-2020 Di-
versity, Inclusion and Equity 
plan, which is on its second 
three-year plan. 

“Our administration in 
our school board 100 percent 
cares about mitigating the ef-
fects of systemic racism, the 
effects that systemic racism 
has in education,” she said. 

Pilcher-Hayek, who ran 
on a platform of emphasiz-
ing the importance of public 
education, said she believes 
that systemic racism does af-
fect students’ education. The 
district’s dedication to com-
bating racism is one reason 
why she decided to run for a 

spot on the board. 
“If you’re a student, and 

you feel that you’re experi-
encing racism in your class-
room, how is that not going 
to affect your learning?” 
Pilcher-Hayek said.

Tori Cooper, a senior at 
Tate High School, said she 
thinks racism is happening 
in schools because the cases 
that are reported are brushed 
off regardless of who and 
how many people report ex-
periences.    

Cooper spoke to the school 
board in November about her 
experience with racism in the 
district. 

“I think there should be 
real consequences for that 
because if there’s no conse-
quences everyone’s gonna 
think it’s okay to do,” Cooper 

said. 
Currently consequences 

are just suspensions or an 
email to the schools, Cooper 
said. 

Cooper said she wants the 
school board members to 
know they should make peo-
ple more aware of cases of 
racism in the district. 

“I was pretty shocked be-
cause [in] a lot of cases I feel 
like it’s bringing a lot of kids 
together,” Cooper said. 

Although Cooper cur-
rently attends Tate, she 
spent time at West High 
School and was witness to 
racist incidents there. Coo-
per said she saw people of 
color being pulled aside to 
be searched for drugs, while 
white kids who were seen 
smoking would just be told 

to throw out the cigarette. 
“Every school I’ve been 

at, they’ll try to grab mi-
nority student’s bags and 
try to search them because 
they think they have drugs 
or something, when there 
will be other kids with drugs 
in their backpacks, and [the 
students] already passed [the 
line],” Cooper said. 

Claussen said one reason 
why he thinks racism oc-
curs in schools, specifically 
in the district, is because 
Iowa City has become much 
more diverse in the last 30 
years. Claussen also men-
tioned that because stu-
dents spend most of their 
days in schools, racism is 
amplified there. 

“I’m impressed that these 
students have the courage to 

come and do that and speak 
up,” Claussen said. “It re-
minds you that we’re engaged 
in this work, and we have to 
continue and do better.”

Claussen, who was re-
elected in November, said 
one thing he hopes to see in 
terms of combating racism in 
his second term is diversify-
ing the school’s teachers and 
administrators. 

“There are things we can 
do to hold ourselves account-
able in the moment and one 
of those things, for exam-
ple, is to hire more teachers 
and administrators of color,” 
Claussen said. “For example, 
one thing we can do right 
now is let students see them-
selves in those roles.”

emily-delgado@uiowa.edu

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
A protester holds a sign at a meeting of the Iowa City Community School District Board of Directors at the district’s administration building in Iowa City on Nov. 9. Community members 
protested after a video surfaced on social media of an Iowa City West High School student using a racial slur and blackface. 
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Northside Concert Series to expand
With recent funding increases, the Northside Concert Series expects to host six live music shows in summer 2022.

Jami Martin-Trainor 
Arts Reporter 

As the year draws to a 
close and weather grows 
colder, Iowa City’s Summer 
of the Arts is already looking 
toward its titular season. 

The nonprofit’s Northside 
Concert series has been suc-
cessful since it began a few 
years ago. Hosting an array 
of performers, the event 
takes place in the Northside 
district of downtown Iowa 
City and provides the com-
munity with accessible, live 
music.

Summer of the Arts 
Executive Director Lisa 

Barnes said the organiza-
tion plans to expand the 
series next year by adding 
separate performances 
throughout the summer 
on the Northside.

“All of the concerts 
that we’ve had on the 
Northside have been very 
well attended, so it just 
made sense for us to be 
able to provide addition-
al programming,” Barnes 
said.

The Northside neighbor-
hood is expansive, with an 
array of local businesses 
and community members. 
This year, funding for the 
concert series will be pro-

vided by both businesses 
and individual members of 
the community.

“All of the Northside 
businesses are given the 
opportunity to donate to 
sponsor the concert series. 
The more businesses that 
donate, the less amount 
they have to chip in,” 
Barnes said. “The other 
thing that they have done 
this year is that they ac-
tually reached out to the 
Northside neighborhood, 
the residents that live 
there, and asked them to 
help support.”

The Northside Concert 
Series also keeps Linn 

Street closed. Barnes said 
Northside business have 
talked with the city about 
potentially closing down 
the street for entertain-
ment on a more perma-
nent basis.  

Ofer Sivan, a resident 
on the Northside, member 
of the Summer of the Arts 
board, and co-owner of 
Oasis Falafel, said several 
businesses and groups are 
working on keeping the 
street closed to make the 
area a community space.

“We want to keep the 
street closed at least during 
the summer, but hopefully 
permanently someday. So 

having events and shows 
where that space is used 
helps,” Sivan said.

Sivan noted that expan-
sion does not necessarily 
mean only adding more 
shows. In addition to the 
2022 series having more 
concerts, the nonprofit 
also has intentions to pay 
artists and staff more for 
their contributions. 

“We feel like it’s time to 
pay the artists a little more,” 
Sivan said. “A lot of the art-
ists and staff are from our 
community and a lot of 
them live on the Northside.”

Though closing down 
the street for the series 

can benefit the commu-
nity, the main goal of the 
Northside Concert Series 
and the Summer of the 
Arts is to provide live, ac-
cessible music that every-
one can enjoy.

“Our ultimate goal is 
bringing people together in 
Iowa City through arts and 
experiencing arts and cul-
tural activities,” Barnes said. 
“All of our regular events 
that we produce are free for 
everyone to attend. It’s re-
ally important that the arts 
are accessible to everyone in 
the community.”

jami-martin-trainor@uiowa.edu

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Audience members applaud Blake Shaw and Dan Padley as they perform outside Goosetown Cafe on the evening of Oct. 7. Guests watched from their tables outside as others gathered within the street to listen. 

UI first-year pushes for equity in photography
As a lack of representation, limited accessibility, and unrealistic beauty standards plague the photography industry, 

University of Iowa freshman Samm Yu seeks to make modeling available to all through in her photos.
Jami Martin-Trainor 
Arts Reporter 

University of Iowa stu-
dent Samm Yu has seen 
issues plaguing the pho-
tography industry and set 
out to solve them. 

The first-year noted 
that a distinct lack of rep-
resentation, limited ac-
cessibility, and unrealistic 
beauty standards are bar-
riers to making photogra-
phy attainable for many 
communities.

Yu is working to change 
that reality. Starting her 
freshman year of high 
school, she was inspired 
to pursue photography 
because of her dad. After 
a few years of practicing 
taking shots on his cam-
era, Yu got one of her own 
and opened a photogra-
phy business. 

Yu expanded her net-
work and opportunities 
by booking shoots in the 
Des Moines and central 
Iowa area.

“Photography has got-
ten me into a lot of spac-
es where I never would 
have been before,” Yu said. 
'Through my photogra-
phy and social media, I 
grew my platform and I 
was able to take photos of 
Bernie Sanders and AOC. 
Normally a very young, 
18-year-old Asian-Ameri-
can person would not be in
the press pit of events like
that, but I had connections
through so many different
communities that knew me 
for my photography.”

Access to exclusive 
events is not Yu’s only 
motivation, however. She 
focuses largely on repre-
sentation, as she believes 
access to photography is 
limited for students of 
color and students living 
in poverty.

To combat those defi-

cits in accessibility, she 
looks to create an envi-
ronment in which pho-
tography can be available 
to everyone. She said she 
mostly focuses on taking 
pictures of people of color 
and younger people. 

“I noticed that, in my 
community and in the in-
dustry, there were not af-
fordable photos that were 
specifically for students 
of color or students living 
in poverty,” Yu said. “No-

ticing that gap, I’ve tried 
to fill that role.”

Because of her peo-
ple-focused goals, Yu 
centers people in her 
work. Her favorite subject 
to photograph is people, 
specifically in pairs. The 
genuine emotion and vul-
nerability that two people 
show when they are com-
fortable together is some-
thing that Yu finds great 
for photos, she said.

With people as subjects, 

it is important to make 
clients feel as if they are 
in a safe environment, 
Yu said. Whether that 
be through communica-
tion, pricing, or perspec-
tive, she said she actively 
makes sure her clients are 
feel good about them-
selves and the photos 
she’s taken of them.

“I’ve been told a lot that 
I am the first photogra-
pher to make people feel 
comfortable,” she said. 

“I’ve worked with grown 
women that have had their 
senior photos taken and 
couples’ photos, birth-
day photos, and normally 
it’s like middle-aged men 
that charge way too much 
and don’t make them feel 
comfortable.”

Des Moines student 
Mary Kitundu, who has 
modeled for Yu on sev-
eral occasions, said her 
time with Yu has been 
much better than her 

experiences with other 
photographers. A variety 
of factors play into that 
outcome, but the primary 
reason is Yu’s communi-
cation, Kitundu said. 

“Because we’re almost 
the same age, it’s like be-
ing there with a friend.” 
Kitundu said “She’s so 
relatable, she’s very nice 
and she understands if 
you’re feeling a bit shy. 
Our conversations that 
we have while we’re tak-
ing the photos are great 
and she can get a smile 
out of anyone,”.

In addition to creating 
a more inclusive envi-
ronment in the photogra-
phy industry, Yu seeks to 
combat negative beauty 
standards. Her photogra-
phy Instagram biography 
says, “Making Regular 
Folks Into Real Life Mod-
els.” This rationale stems 
from a comment Yu’s 
mentor made on her work, 
saying that what makes it 
so compelling is the fact 
that the models can look 
like themselves.

Yu does not offer re-
touching services, mean-
ing she refuses to edit out 
blemishes and scars and 
will not lighten skin. She 
said she feels that her mod-
els all have the capability to 
retouch on their own, so it 
is not her place to do so.

Des Moines barista 
Marelynn Navarro, one of 
Yu’s models, said photo-
graphing with Yu is more 
comfortable because she 
knows how to make her 
clients feel safe.

“Samm is an absolute 
artistic and creative be-
ing,” Navarro said. “Any-
time you’re taking a photo 
and you’re feeling nervous 
about yourself, a helpful 
compliment is so nice.”

jami-martin-trainor@uiowa.edu

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
Samm Yu poses for a portrait on Dec. 3.
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ART MUSIC THEATRE

 

Parker Jones
Arts Reporter

Premiering Dec. 17, The Witcher will return to Netflix for its second season. 
After the success of its first season in 2019, audiences have been eager to see 
where the dark fantasy series would go next. 

The show, based on the book series of the same name written by Polish au-
thor Andrzej Sapkowski, follows the legendary monster hunter Geralt of Rivia 
and his cohorts. The first season of The Witcher told a nonchronological se-
ries of stories that impact the main characters and shape who they are before 
settling on the high-stakes battle against the invaders from the villainous 
Nilfgaard empire. 

The eight-episode second season will likely follow a similar format, though 
it will have a slightly more continuous timeline, with many characters inter-
acting more often. It will see the return of showrunner and executive produc-
er Lauren Schmidt Hissrich, as well as several episode directors from the first 
season. 

Returning cast members include English actor Henry Cavill as Geralt, Freya 
Allan as Crown Princess Ciri, linked to Geralt by destiny, Joey Batey as Jaskier, 
a bard who accompanies Geralt on his journeys, and many more.  

In response to large demand, Netflix has already approved the series for a 
third season. The pre-existing book series garnered the show a large, dedicat-
ed fanbase, furthered by the popular video-game adaptations. The Witcher’s 
second season will surely satisfy its fans, and if well-received, garner even 
more popularity for the franchise. 

 

parker-jones@uiowa.edu

Anaka Sanders
Arts Reporter

Sarah Elgatian, Eyad Said, and Shalini Jasti are authors 
of the book series We the Interwoven: An Anthology 
of Bicultural Iowa, a series from emerging authors who 
have witnessed or experienced immigration. The writers, 
chosen by the Iowa Writers’ House, are members of the 
Bicultural Iowa Writers Fellowship. In an interview with 
The Daily Iowan the authors shared their meaningful 
stories on immigration, their involvement with the Bicul-
tural Iowa Writers Fellowship, and the difficulties they 
faced while writing. We the Interwoven: An Anthology 
of Bicultural Iowa Vol. 3 came out in September. These 
interviews have been edited for length. Read the full story 
at dailyiowan.com.

Sarah Elgatian – We the Interwoven Vol. 2

Sarah Elgatian is the Marketing and Program Coordi-
nator at the Midwest Writing Center. She has always 
wanted to be a writer in some way, but it wasn’t until 
she joined the Bicultural Iowa Writers Fellowship that 
she felt like one. In volume two of the series, Elgatian 
opens up about her Armenian grandmother who im-
migrated to the U.S., and how she saw her as the sym-
bol of what it meant to be Armenian. She examines 
what it means to be an Armenian who doesn’t speak 
the language or has never been to Armenia. 

WE THE INTERWOVEN

anaka-sanders@uiowa.edu

Illustration by Molly Milder
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ASK THE AUTHOR:

STREAMING HIGHLIGHT:

Weekend Events

9
THURSDAY

10
FRIDAY

11
SATURDAY

12
SUNDAY

• ART OFFICE HOLIDAY ART 
MARKET
5 P.M., BIG GROVE BREWERY, 1225 
S GILBERT ST.

• PRIDE AT FILMSCENE: SHIVA 
BABY
6:30 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 E. COL-
LEGE ST. 

• CARMEN CHRISTOPHER
9 P.M., JOYSTICK COMEDY ARCADE, 13 S 
LINN ST.

DANCE
• ‘COLLABORATIVE PERFORMANCE’
7:30 P.M., VISUAL ARTS BUILDING, 107 
RIVER ST.

• DJ WORKSHOP WITH FEMMEDECKS
3 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE, 229 N 
GILBERT ST.

• PROF
7 P.M., GABE’S

• HARVEST PARTY - MUSIC ON THE 
FARM
5 P.M., WALKER HOMESTEAD, 8525, 
3867 JAMES AVE.SW

The WitcherThe Witcher

Ariana Lessard
Arts Reporter

Prairie Lights is more than just a bookstore. This cultural cornerstone has housed live 
readings from Iowa’s creative writers for years, and provides University of Iowa students 
with reading material. This adorable nook of Iowa City is also home to a warm little cafe, 
which is hidden on the second floor behind the walls of books. Overlooking Dubuque 
Street, draped in its dark academia aesthetic, it is the perfect place to sit down with a 
good book and celebrate fall. 

 For this week’s food review, we focused on just that. If foods could taste like seasons, 
Prairie Lights pumpkin bread tastes like autumn. A creamy layer of icing doused with 
cinnamon perfectly coats and compliments the warm pumpkin taste of the bread. It’s 
portioned well and baked to perfection, making it one of the best pumpkin breads this 
author has ever experienced. In addition to the pumpkin bread, they also serve seasonal 
favorites such as pumpkin lattes, caramel apple spice cake, apple, and raspberry Danish, 
as well as all your coffee house classics. 

 Prairie Lights orders all their pastries from DeLuxe Cakes and Pastries, so a special 
nod to those bakers for their perfect pastries. 

 Hot chocolate is another can’t-miss sweet treat offered by Prairie Lights. Served in a 
big ceramic mug and settled on a saucer, it is a classic done impeccably. The chocolate is 
rich and the cream is smooth, covered in foam and cinnamon. It’s an immaculate way to 
celebrate the end of fall and beginning of winter. 

ariana-lessard@uiowa.edu

FILM
THEATRE
• MATILDA THE MUSICAL
7:30 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS, 1301 5TH ST.
• SHE KILLS MONSTERS
7:30 P.M., IOWA CITY COMMUNITY 
THEATRE, ONLINE

THEATRE
• MATILDA THE MUSICAL
7:30 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS
• SHE KILLS MONSTERS
7:30 P.M., IOWA CITY COMMUNITY 
THEATRE, ONLINE

• MATILDA THE MUSICAL
2 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS

• SHE KILLS MONSTERS
2 P.M., IOWA CITY COMMUNITY THE-
ATRE, ONLINE

DI: What was your writing process like?

Elgatian: There were about 45 drafts of this thing. It 
started with me in tears on an airplane and that must 
have had about six false starts just in that two-hour 
flight. I tried to write it as a letter to my grandmother, 
then I tried to write it as an essay, and then I tried to 
journal about it. It was very much like having some-
thing stuck in your throat. There’s something in the 
vulnerability of dealing with your own identity that 
makes it feel more raw, where you may be talking about 
trauma, but you’re really talking about your own iden-
tity. It was just a whole process with a capital “P.” 
 
DI: Was there any part of your piece that stuck out 
to you that was particularly hard to write?

Elgatian: The thing I find myself saying the most is 
that I wrote in this piece that my whiteness — my pass-
ing — is among the greatest gifts that have been given 
to me, which I say sort of derisively. Because it’s not — 
that’s not right, that shouldn’t be a gift. I have always 
assumed the identity that people put on me, and folks 
tend to assume I am whatever they are. 
 

Eyad Said – We the Interwoven Vol. 3
 
Eyad Said is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics at 
Mount Mercy University. He called himself a “mathe-
matician by trade” because he had never practiced any-
thing close to writing other than scientific papers. In 
volume three of the series, Said’s story is a timeline on 
how he grew up in Syria, witnessing the country’s safe-
ty decline, and deciding to immigrate to the U.S. with 
his wife and daughter. Said writes about being desper-
ate for a solution from fear and his family’s continuous 
pursuit of happiness. 
 
DI: Was there a part in your story that felt like it 
was either particularly hard or easy to write?

Said: Oh, nothing was easy. Not just because of the 
trade, I learned so much, but I still have a lot of things 
to learn. What stuck with me as being particularly hard 
was going back to the memories. I think I didn’t want 
to remember, I always felt there was this mental block 
that I cannot go or move over. Once I did remember 
them and let them out, I will say it changed me in ways. 
 
DI: What do you hope your story conveys?

Said: This was a topic I battled with a lot at the begin-

ning. I wanted to write more about Syria and not more 
about the struggles of Syrians trying to be politically 
involved and trying to do more good. I think between 
that time, late in 2019 and today, I have evolved into 
another type of character. I accept that none of us can 
fight for all the good reasons all the time. I cannot ask 
everyone around me to be fighters for justice, race, 
economy, women’s rights, and immigrants’ rights. I’m 
happy to put the story out there for someone to read 
more about Syrians and what they have to go through 
inside and out. 

 Shalini Jasti – We the Interwoven Vol. 3
 
Shalini Jasti is a first-year eighth grade English teacher 
in New Jersey. Jasti said she had always wanted to be 
an English teacher rather than an author. Her story in 
volume three describes her relationship with English 
and the way it was hard for her parents to see because 
they are both immigrants from India. Jasti said neither 
of them had a strong grasp on English, but they have a 
tie to math and science – a lot of logic-based thinking 
made it hard for her to share that interest. 
 
DI: How did you become involved with the Bicul-
tural Iowa Writers Fellowship?

Jasti: I think I saw a flyer on the fourth floor of the En-
glish Philosophy Building. I was a third-year student at 
the time. I was just looking for an opportunity where 
my writing wasn’t automatically “othered” because I’m 
one of the only people of color in almost all my class-
es. When I was in school all my writing was centered 
around my identity as a different person, and I just 
wanted a place where my writing could go. There, that 
wasn’t the case. 
 
DI: Have you always felt like you wanted to tell 
your story and become a writer?

Jasti: I always knew I wanted to be an English teach-
er, but I had a lot of pressure from my family to be a 
doctor. So, I went to college and my first year I was a 
biology major, then I switched to education because I 
knew that’s what I wanted to do. My goals to begin with 
were that I wanted to be a person that could allow my 
students to tell their story. The more I’m teaching, the 
more I’m realizing that I have to learn how to do that 
myself before I can expect my students to do it. 
 

eats

Larry Phan/The Daily Iowan
Pumpkin bread and hot chocolate are shown at the Prairie Lights Books & Cafe in Iowa City on Dec. 1. 

DI ARTS
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Amplify
Rethinking “Latinx”

Hispanic and Latino faculty and students said the term might not be as inclusive as some think.  

Latinx

42
Gender-

neutral term

12
a term they 

diagree with 
or dislike 12

a term about 
being Hispan-

ic or Latino

9
an LGBTQ-
inclusive 

term 

6
Not sure or 

no response

6
New alter-

nate/replace-
ment term fo 

Latino(a)

Emily Delgado and Sam Knupp 
News Reporters

The word Latinx originated in the early 2000s as a more 
inclusive version of the term Latino, though some say the 
word can be traced back to chat rooms from the 1990s. 
The University of Iowa is home to many people who iden-
tify as Hispanic and Latino/a/x, but as with any group, 
each person has their own view on the word Latinx.

In the Spanish language, many words are gendered by 
masculine and feminine vowels “o” and “a.”

Latinx first appeared in the Merriam-Webster Dictio-
nary in 2018. The Royal Spanish Academy oversees mak-
ing changes to the Spanish language, and has turned 
down any requests to make the Spanish language gender 
netural.

A 2020 
study from 
the Pew Re-
search Center 
showed that 
one in four 
H i s p a n i c s 
have heard of 
the term Lat-
inx and only 3 
percent use it. 

A more recent survey from Democratic consulting firm 
Bendixen & Amandi International, found that only 2 per-
cent of respondents used the term, according to Politico. 
According to the report, 40 percent of respondents said 
“Latinx” bothers or offends them to some degree, and 30 
percent said they’d be less likely to support a political 
candidate who uses the term.

Jorge Guerra, UI professor of Latino/a/x studies, said 
his main issue with the word comes from people, specifi-
cally white moderates and liberals, who impose the term 
on him as an individual, especially because he identifies 
as Latino.

“I personally cannot stand academics who 
impose that term on me,” he said. “And 
I, as a person who’s part of the 
community, am just supposed 
to just accept that term,” 
he said.

He does not use 
Latinx to identi-
fy himself be-
cause it feels 
superficial. 
He said 

h e 
is OK 
w i t h 
L a t i n x 
re fer r ing 
to Latin 
American peo-
ple as a whole, 
however.

“I don’t feel at all 
any sense of communi-
ty or communication when 
someone approaches me that 
way,” he said. “I like to call ‘Latinx,’ in 
many respects, the whitening and the white-
washing of the term Latina and Latino.”

Guerra said he first heard the term at the UI. He said he 
was given the impression that Latinx was the only term 
that should be used and that terms like Latino and/or 
Latina should be disposed of.

“And I 
think this 
is when 
my fer-
vent op-
pos i t ion 
c o m e s 
with the 
word it-
self,” Guerra said. “Because I’m the type of person that 
believes in multiculturalism and believes in the belief 
systems that we need to live in a pluralist society in 
which your belief systems have to coexist in respectful 
and safe manners.”

Guerra said that disposing of the terms “Latino” and 
“Latina” in favor of Latinx erases the work of previous 
generations who referred to themselves as Latinos and 
Latinas.

George Cadava, director of the Latino and Latina Stud-
ies program at Northwestern University, said in a USA 
Today article that an argument against the term, the term 
Latinx erases the work of feminist movements in the 19th 
century.

“I think languages are created by people, right? And 
they change with time and with how people use words 
or not use them when they stop using them,” said Javier 
Hernandez, a UI Spanish teaching assistant.

Hernandez said he heard the word “Latinx” for the first 
time on the UI campus.

“I was just looking at a survey that said that it was a 
very unknown word, even among Latinos in the U.S., 
ranging from age to age group, but it was even more un-
known for people in Latin America,” Hernandez said. 

There have been proposals by some to use the word, 
“Latine” as a gender-neutral alternative.  Some Spanish 

speakers prefer this term because the “e” has 
a more practical Spanish pronunciation, 
unlike “x.” In Spanish, Latinx would 
be pronounced “Latinequis,” 
said Alejandro Gonzalez, a 
first-year UI film and cine-
ma major.

“I’m going to be 
honest, I don’t like 
[Latinx] that much 
because it feels 
like a term thats 
very friend-
ly for English 
speakers, but 
not for Span-

ish speakers” 
Gonzalez said.

Gonzalez, who 
is a native Puer-
to Rican, came to 
Iowa to pursue high-
er education. Coming 
from Latin America, 
Gonzalez has witnessed 
both sides of the Latinx ar-
gument. 

Gonzalez said he 
feels Latinx has 
been used mostly 

by peo-
ple who 
aren’t a 
part of 
the His-
p a n i c 
andLati-
no com-
munity.

“I’d say 
‘ L a t i n o s ’ 
is good 
enough, be-
cause most 
of the people.” 
Gonzalez said. 
“I’ve seen use 
the word Latinx ar-
en’t necessarily Lat-
in people. It’s more just 
non-Latin Americans, who 
are just white people,” 

Guerra said he feels much more 
comfortable with “Latine” being used as 
the gender-neutral term, rather than ‘Latinx’.

“Latine is easier to pronounce, less confusing to see, 

much more approachable for 
Spanish speakers across 

the immigrant com-
munities of the 

United States,” 
Guerra said.

M e l a n i e 
Flores, a 

UI first-year 
hearing and speech 

major, said she would 
prefer “Latini” as the gender-

neutral term, because it flows well.  
“And then in Spanish, it’s easier to say,” she said. 
Despite the emergence of the term among Americans, 

opinions on the term among Latin Americans about the 
word range from discomfort to disgust.

Hernadez said languages are constantly evolv-
ing, but the introduction of the word Latinx 

brings an internal conflict between younger 
and older generations. 

“I feel like the older generations feel 
like young people are just trying to re-

place traditions.” Flores said. “So then, 
older people are more bound to re-

spect what’s been known through-
out history, and they find it rebel-
lious when you try to change it.” 

Flores remembers hearing the 
term Latinx in Mexico, her home 
country, and the conversations 
her family had about it. 

“When I go to Mexico, I don’t 
really see it.” Flores said. “And 
when I do, it’s seen as, ‘Oh, 
those rebellious kids trying 
to change something that’s 
fine,’” 

People interviewed by The 
Daily Iowan said they doubted 
the term will become widely 
used by Latin Americans. 

Gonzalez said, in Puerto Rico, 
the term has received backlash, 
with some people going as to call 

it a slur. 
While Gonzalez said he doesn’t 

think the word is a slur and does ap-
preciate the inclusivity of Latinx, he 

feels that Latinos is inclusive enough, 
as it includes people across the gender 

spectrum. 
Hernandez said time will tell if the term 

gains widespread usage or not. He said a 
piece he had to read in a Medieval Spanish Lit-

erature course written around 1,000 A.D. shows 
how much language can change over time. 
“I remember people in the class being like, ‘Is this 

Portuguese?’ Because it looks more like Portuguese than 
it did Spanish as we know it today,” he said. “So, I guess 

that goes to show you how languages 
transform.”

 

daily-iowan@
uiowa.edu

A 2020 Pew Research Center study showed 
that one in four Hispanics have heard of the term 
“Latinx” and only 3 percent use it.

Identifying
 the word 

‘Latinx’

76%

20%

3%

Don’t use the term
Use the term
Never heard of the term

The University of Iowa is home to many 
people who identify as Hispanic and Latino/

a/x but as any group, each person has their own 
view on the word Latinx.

Source: Pew Research 2020

How respondents who had heard of Latinx 
characterized the term in a Pew survey

Source: Pew Research 2020
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ter outside of the team 
training,” Elovaara said. 
“So, I would say because 
of the physical abilities 
that she already has and 
because she’s committed 

to developing her game, 
whether it’s finishing 
or whether it’s getting 
stronger or getting fit-
ter, I think it’s a combi-
nation of those two.” 

When Walker trans-
ferred to Iowa, DiIanni 
said she had two goals: 
Getting better and be-
coming a professional. 
Ultimately, Walker hit 

both the benchmarks 
she set for herself.

DiIanni believes 
Walker is the sixth play-
er in Iowa soccer history 
to play professionally. 
Cloé Lacasse is the only 
other former Hawkeye 
on an active profession-
al soccer roster as of 

Sunday.
“I think Alyssa’s been 

just a wonderful addi-
tion to our program,” 
DiIanni said. “I think 
she gave us as much as 
we gave her with re-
gards to experience and 
we always look at her as 
being a Hawkeye.” 

isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

drives from Youngstown, 
Ohio, to Kinnick Stadium 
to watch his brothers play 
on the gridiron.

Former Iowa lineback-
ers coach Barry Alvarez, 
who was later inducted 
into the College Football 
Hall of Fame for his work 
as a head coach at Wis-
consin, recruited Stoops 
to Iowa, too. Rather than 
go to conference pow-
er Ohio State or play for 
Michigan State, who had 
current Alabama head 
coach Nick Saban recruit-
ing him, Stoops decided to 
continue his family legacy 
at Iowa.

“I might have to break 
out a few [clips] for the 
players to give them a few 
laughs during the bowl 
practice,” Stoops joked. “I 
was not very impressive as 
a player, that's for sure.”

In his time in a Hawkeye 
uniform, Stoops played in 
18 games and intercept-
ed two passes. Off the 
field, Stoops may not have 
known at the time that the 
Hawkeye football program 
would be there when he 
needed it most.

As a 21-year-old, Stoops 
learned that his father had 
died of a massive heart at-
tack while coaching in a 
high school football game. 
Stoops left Iowa in the 
middle of the week while 
the Hawkeyes prepared for 
a game against Michigan 
that weekend and went 
back home to Youngstown 
for his father’s funeral.

To Stoops’ surprise, an 
upcoming game didn’t 
stop Fry and his staff from 
attending the funeral.

“Paid his respects to my 
mom and our family, and 
it just meant the world to 
us,” Stoops said after Fry 
died at the age of 90 in 
2019. “To take that kind 
of time and to go [to the 

funeral] that far in season 
just tells us what type of 
man he was. Had a great 
influence on me, certain-
ly my brothers and our 
whole family.

“It just shows you what 
kind of people they are,” 
Stoops added this week 
about Fry and Brashier on 
Sunday. “They were really 
like fathers to me during 
my time there. And they 
were just such great peo-
ple, such a great organiza-
tion.”

Ron Stoops Sr. was 
buried with a No. 41 (the 
number Bob, Mike, and 
Mark all wore) Iowa foot-
ball jersey neatly folded 
next to him in the casket.

Later that same week, 
Stoops said he returned 
to practice and tore up his 
knee, quickly bringing his 
career to an abrupt end. 
With his time suiting up 
on the football field over, 
Stoops decided to follow 
his brothers and father 
and go into coaching. Bob 
(Oklahoma) and Mike (Ar-
izona) Stoops have also 
been head coaches at the 
Power Five level, while 
Mark’s other brother, Ron 
Stoops Jr., is in his 10th 
year as an assistant coach 
at Youngstown State after 
a lengthy career coaching 
high school football like 
his father.

“It seems to be in the 
Stoops’ blood,” Ferentz 
said of Mark Stoops get-
ting into coaching. “It’s a 
great family.”

After wrapping up 
his tenure at Iowa after 
the 1991 season, Stoops 
bounced around various 
assistant coaching jobs, 
including as the defensive 
backs coach at Miami in 
the early 2000s, where he 
instructed Ed Reed and 
Sean Taylor, among other 
notable Hurricanes. Mark 
also worked for Mike at 
Arizona from 2004-09.

Mark was named the 

head coach at Kentucky 
in 2012. In nearly a de-
cade leading the Wildcats, 
Stoops has amassed a re-
cord of 58-53. After going 
2-10 in his first season, and 
5-7 records in his second 
and third seasons, Ken-
tucky is making its sixth 
straight bowl appearance 
and going for its fourth 
straight postseason win.

“It's going to mean a 
lot. It's not going to be 
easy, that's for sure,” cen-
ter Tyler Linderbaum said 
about the matchup with 
the Wildcats. “Obviously, 
11-3 sounds a lot better 
than 10-4. That's going 
to be our goal. It doesn't 
happen often around here, 

11 wins in this program. 
Our team's been through 
a lot this year. To get that 
11th win is going to mean 
a lot to us. We're going 
to have to work hard and 
prepare our butts off for 
this game.”

Earlier this season, 
Stoops signed a contract 
extension that would keep 
him in Lexington through 
at least 2027.

“Just knowing the way 
Mark approaches things 
and looking from afar, my 
sense is he started out 
by building a great foun-
dation and wasn’t trying 
to do a quick fix,” said 
Ferentz, who has previ-
ously gone head-to-head 

in a coaching matchup 
against Bob Stoops. “I 
personally think that’s 
the way to go about it. 
You’re trying to build 
something that’s gonna 
last it seems like and ap-
pears from a distance he’s 
had great support from 
the administration.

“Mark's done just a 
wonderful job building 
that thing brick by brick.”

Kentucky’s most prom-
inent bowl win under 
Stoops was in the 2019 
Citrus Bowl, when the 
Wildcats defeated Penn 
State. There’s only one 
thing standing in Ken-
tucky’s way of another 
marquee bowl win.

It happens to be the 
program Stoops said 
helped shape him into the 
coach and person he is to-
day.

“Hayden Fry and all 
the assistant coaches, 
the people of Iowa, ev-
erybody was just so good 
to us during our time 
there,” Stoops said. “It 
really helped shape a lot 
of what we became. And 
the success we've had has 
a lot to do with the roots 
of Iowa, with Hayden, 
and coach Ferentz … Just 
nothing but fond mem-
ories from the Hawkeye 
experience.”

robert-read@uiowa.edu
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Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz pats wide receiver Tyrone Tracy Jr.’s helmet during a football game between No. 16 Iowa and Nebraska at Memorial Stadium 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, on Nov. 26.
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Casey Stone/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Alyssa Walker gains possession of the ball during a soccer game between Iowa and Purdue-Fort Wayne on Sep. 2 at the Iowa Soccer Complex. 

the mat as much as she 
can on it.

“It’s hard to be a good 
leader when you don’t 
have support around you,” 
Libby said. “So, I think 
it speaks volumes to her 
confidence as a person 
and where she can go as an 
athlete. Her confidence, 

trust, and loyalty to her 
team — they trust her, they 
love her — they wouldn’t 
allow her to [be a leader] 

if they didn’t believe what 
she was saying.”

grant-hall@uiowa.edu
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I think she gave us as much as we gave 
her with regards to experience and we always 
look at her as being a Hawkeye.

— Iowa head soccer coach Dave DiIanni 

They wouldn’t allow her to [be a leader] if 
they didn’t believe what she was saying.

— Iowa head women's gymnastics coach Larissa Libby

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's all-around Adeline Kenlin poses after her dismount from the bars during a practice period of a gymnastics 
meet between Iowa and Ohio State at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Jan. 23. Kenlin went on to earn a score of 9.875 
during the competition period.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

0

“It’s not that big of a deal"

— Iowa women’s basketball coach 
Lisa Bluder on her 800th career win

Number of times Iowa football has ever 
played Kentucky

STAT OF THE DAY

All in the family
Mark Stoops, a member of the Hawkeye family as a former player and graduate assistant coach, is 

now the head coach at Kentucky, who Iowa will play in the Citrus Bowl on Jan. 1.

Jordan Prather/USA TODAY Sports
 Kentucky Wildcats head coach Mark Stoops looks on during the first quarter against the Tennessee Volunteers at Kroger Field on Nov. 6.

Robert Read 
Pregame Editor 

Kirk Ferentz can still re-
call when, during his time 
as Iowa’s offensive line 
coach under Hayden Fry in 
the 1980s, he strolled past 
Bill Brashier’s office and 
saw the defensive coordi-
nator chatting alongside a 
baby-faced recruit with a 
familiar last name.

That player, Mark Stoops, 
later became the third 
Stoops brother to play de-

fensive back for Brashier 
and Fry at Iowa — despite 
early impressions.

“Later on, we had a staff 
meeting after the recruit-
ing weekend and Bill made 
the comment, he goes, 
'You know, if this wasn't a 
Stoops, I would have sworn 
there's no way this guy is 
going to be a college foot-
ball player,’” Ferentz said. 
“His point was that Mark at 
that time probably looked 
like he was 15 — just a re-
ally young-looking high 

school senior. Certainly, it 
panned out.”

Stoops played for the 
Hawkeyes from 1986-88. 
When his time playing in 
the Black and Gold ended, 
he became a graduate assis-
tant under Fry. On Sunday, 
Ferentz and Stoops, in his 
ninth year as the head coach 
at Kentucky, found out that 
they will have a reunion of 
sorts to start the new year. 
The No. 15 Hawkeyes (10-
3) and the No. 22 Wildcats 
(9-3) will meet in the Citrus 

Bowl in Orlando, Florida, 
on Jan. 1. Stoops already 
knows this game will have 
a different feeling than the 
other 111 he’s coached at 
Kentucky.

“It's hard to put into 
words what the Iowa pro-
gram has meant to us,” 
Stoops said.

The New Year’s Day game 
will provide Stoops his first 
opportunity to serve as head 
coach in a game against his 
alma mater.

Seeing the black and gold 

Hawkeye uniforms on the 
opposite sideline will be a 
strange feeling for Stoops, 
who grew up rooting for 
Iowa. From 1979-84, Stoops 
had at least one brother — 
Bob and/or Mike Stoops — 
playing at Iowa. Both Bob 
and Mike  also spent time as 
graduate assistants in Iowa 
City. Stoops remembers 
being a child and getting 
into the car with his father, 
Ron Stoops Sr., on crisp fall 
mornings to make 10-hour 

Kenlin a leader for GymHawks
The 2021 Big Ten Freshman of the Year will return to the 

mat with the Hawkeyes in January.

Walker signs pro 
contract 
Walker competed at Iowa 
for one season as a graduate 
transfer.

Isaac Goffin 
Sports Reporter

Former Iowa soccer forward Alyssa Walker 
will leave the cornfields of Iowa and move 
to a city near the Baltic Sea to extend her 
playing career. 

Walker signed a one-year contract with 
IFK Kalmar in southeast Sweden to play soc-
cer professionally. She and the club official-
ly struck a deal during Thanksgiving week.

“I didn’t expect it to come so fast,” Walker 
said of her professional contract. “I thought 
I was going to have to end up having a lot 
more conversations with a lot of different 
coaches and things like that, thinking it was 
going to be more difficult for me to get into 
the professional playing area, and it wasn’t.” 

Walker will start her career with IFK Kal-
mar in January. The club will play its first 
game of the 2022 season in March.

Soon after Iowa lost to Rutgers in the Big 
Ten Tournament Semifinals Nov. 4, Walker 
started looking for her next playing oppor-
tunity.

Walker’s mother created a highlight reel to 
distribute to professional soccer clubs. Iowa 
head coach Dave DiIanni and former Rich-
mond associate head coach Mika Elovaara 
helped Walker find potential suitors.

Elovaara recruited Walker to Richmond 
and coached her there. Walker transferred 
to Iowa after the spring 2021 season.

Ultimately, Walker didn’t choose IFK Kal-
mar because her coaches pushed her toward 
the club. Rather, Walker elected to sign with 
the club because her high school teammate, 
goalkeeper Aubrei Corder, joined IFK Kalmar 
last season. Corder played at the University 
of Nebraska from 2016-19.

IFK Kalmar was impressed by Walker’s 
film, along with her speed and agility num-
bers. After a couple 30-minute conversa-
tions with IFK Kalmar’s sporting director 
and head coach, Walker was offered a con-
tract. 

“I’m very thankful to the Hawkeye soccer 
program, the coaches, the school, my team-
mates because none of this would have been 
possible without any of them,” Walker said. 
“So, it’s definitely a blessing to be able to 
come to Iowa and finish off my collegiate 
career.” 

Elovaara said he’s confident Walker will 
succeed in the professional game because 
she is fast and prepares tirelessly.

“She’s got the right type of mentality, but 
she’s also very committed to getting bet-

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's all-around Adeline Kenlin performs on the beam during a gymnastics meet between Iowa and Ohio State at Carver-
Hawkeye Arena on Jan. 23. The Hawkeyes defeated the Buckeyes, 196.550-193.800. Kenlin earned a score of 9.825.
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Grant Hall 
Sports Reporter 

Adeline Kenlin chose to launch her  
collegiate gymnastics career in her home-
town. The West Branch High School grad-
uate from Iowa City has competed with the 
University of Iowa women’s gymnastics 
team since the 2021 season.

Kenlin won the Big Ten Freshman of the 
Week award four times last year. She was 
also named the 2020-21 Big Ten Freshman 
of the Year and to the All-Big Ten first 
team.

Kenlin’s first season of collegiate gym-
nastics was odd. Athletes in the Big Ten 
Conference had to deal with a bevy of 
COVID-19-related policies. Though, for 
Kenlin, having the opportunity to compete 
was enough to make her first season at 
Iowa meaningful.

“Honestly, it just felt completely nor-
mal,” Kenlin said. “I felt like I was at home. 
It was really great to get out there. I’m 
really excited this year to be here with a 
bunch of fans in the stadium.”

Hawkeye head coach Larissa Libby at-
tributes some of Kenlin’s early success to 
how she handled the transition from high 
school to collegiate gymnastics.

“For her to have made that transition so 
incredibly smooth, and then put herself 
out there, not only as someone to be relied 
on, but also as an incredible team member, 
was so [impressive],” Libby said. 

Kenlin broke a UI record with 9.975 
beam score she registered in a meet with 
Nebraska on March 14. Despite her suc-
cess, she’s still set lofty goals for herself 
this season.

“Last year, my goal was to get a ten, but 
9.975 is just as good too, I guess,” Kenlin 
said. “My goal is to get a couple tens this 
year.”

Libby believes Kenlin is more than 
equipped to reach her goal in 2022. Libby 
thinks Kenlin’s drive and motivation can 
help her reach her goals on beam.

“She’s one of those kids that you can 
look at and say, ‘If you decide that, I do not 
doubt that’s what’s going to happen,’” Lib-
by said. “There’s no reason for her not to 
score that. She is certainly capable. She’s 
very driven in all the right ways.”

On top of her pedigree, Kenlin’s team-
mates say her impact extends far beyond 
her talent on the mat. The now-sopho-
more has stepped into a leadership role in 
the program at a young age.

“She makes sure everyone feels com-
fortable in and out of the gym,” senior 
Alex Greenwald said. “She’s not afraid to 
hold people accountable in order to make 
our team better . . . I think, as a sopho-
more, it’s really cool to see that.”

Kenlin’s teammates aren’t the only ones 
that see her leadership skills. Her coaches 
also feel like she can make an impact off 
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Buzzerio enters transfer 
portal

Iowa volleyball senior Courtney 
Buzzerio has entered the NCAA 
transfer portal, per College Volleyball 
Transfers.

Buzzerio has played at the Uni-
versity of Iowa since 2018. She was 
an All-Big Ten first-team selection 
in 2020. The 21-year-old was also 
named to the All-Big Ten second 
team this year.

For the last two seasons, Buzzerio 
has led the Hawkeyes in kills, service 
aces, and attacks. Since she became 
a full-time starter in 2019, Buzzerio 
has amassed 925 kills.

Iowa’s win-loss record during 
Buzzerio’s time in Iowa City was 
35-77.

Buzzerio had two head coaches 
as a Hawkeye, both of which were 
ultimately fired. She was coached by 
Bond Shymansky in 2018 and Vicki 
Brown from 2019-21.

Shymansky was terminated in 
June 2019 after he committed an 
NCAA rules violation by providing a 
player “impermissible benefit.”

Brown was fired in the middle of 
the 2021 season. Brown was termi-
nated without cause, per an Iowa 
Athletics release.

Where Buzzerio will transfer to is 
currently unknown.

Buzzerio is the second Hawkeye 
starter to transfer in as many years. 
Her former teammate, libero Jos-
lyn Boyer, transferred to Wisconsin 
ahead of the 2021 season.

New NCAA rules allow stu-
dent-athletes to transfer once with-
out penalty. Buzzerio can play with 
her new team right away next sea-
son.

Before the NCAA implemented its 
current legislation last spring, stu-
dent-athletes had to sit out a year if 
they transferred from one institution 
to another.

Clark named Big Ten Player 
of the Week

Iowa women’s basketball point 
guard Caitlin Clark was named Player 
of the Week by the Big Ten Conference 
Monday.

Clark earned the honor for her 
performance in the two contests Iowa 
played Dec. 2-5 against Duke and 
Michigan State.

Clark averaged 23 points, 10 as-
sists, and 9.5 rebounds during the 
two-game stretch.

Against Michigan State, Clark 
notched her third career triple-dou-
ble with 24 points, 12 assists, and 10 
rebounds.

Indiana’s Grace Berger is the only 
other active NCAA Division I Women’s 
Basketball player with three career 
triple-doubles.

Clark is just the second player in 
Iowa women’s basketball history to 
register three career triple-doubles. 
Sam Logic, who played at Iowa from 
2011-15, racked up six triple-doubles 
during her time in the Black and Gold.

Clark's triple-double is the first 
an Iowa player has recorded against 
a Big Ten team since Logic did so 
against Purdue on Feb. 16, 2014.

Clark has earned weekly recog-
nition from the Big Ten 24 times in 
her two-year career. She was named 
league freshman of the week 13 times 
in 2020.

Clark was named Big Ten Player 
of the Week five times last year — a 
record for a freshman. She’s also been 
on the Big Ten’s player of the week 
honor roll four times as a Hawkeye.

AP Women’s Basketball Poll
1.     South Carolina
2.    North Carolina State
3.    UConn
4.    Stanford
5.    Baylor
6.    Arizona
7.     Louisville
8.    Maryland
9.    Tennessee
10.   Indiana
11.    Texas
12.   Iowa
13.   Michigan
14.   Kentucky
15.   Iowa State
 . . .
20.  Ohio State

College Football Playoff 
Rankings   
      1.      Alabama

2.     Michigan
3.     Georgia
4.     Cincinnati

. . . 
 6.     Ohio State
 10.    Michigan State
 15.    Iowa
 22.   Kentucky

HAWKEYE UPDATES
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