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Kinderfarm seeks new owner
Kinderfarm Preschool owner Heather Norman is selling the early childhood learning center in 

the hopes the preschool will live on and expand to school-age children.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Vera Cavalier smiles while riding a pony as teachers Maya Haukap and Heather Norman guide the pony at the Kinderfarm outside of Iowa City on Thursday.

Natasha Keicher
News Reporter

Kinderfarm Preschool, 
a nature-based early 
learning center in Iowa 
City, is looking for a new 
owner. Heather Norman, 
the owner of the pre-
school since 1993, said 
she is ready to pass her 
role on to someone new. 

The early learning cen-
ter is open to children 

ages 3 to 6. The program 
focuses on teaching chil-
dren about nature and 
how to care for it, along-
side traditional academic 
teachings like reading, 
writing, and mathemat-
ics. 

Norman said every day,  
students and staff go 
out to the barn and help 
with daily chores for the 
animals and the garden 
when it’s blooming. Chil-

dren are also taught how 
to care for plants by gar-
dening during the warm-
er months. 

The program hasn’t 
changed much since 1973 
when Jim and Phyllis 
Tucker opened the pre-
school. The students still 
go horseback riding, feed 
the pig, grow vegetables, 
and explore the 20 acres 
of land that Kinderfarm 
owns. One of the many 

unique things about Kin-
derfarm is there are no 
TVs or computers, Nor-
man said. 

“We believe the best 
way for kids to learn is to 
actually have the touch-
ing, smelling, looking at 
nature experiences rath-
er than pencil and paper 
drills and sitting in front 
of a computer,” Norman 
said. 

Norman hopes the 

next person to take over 
Kinderfarm will keep the 
learning center alive, she 
said.  

In 2023, if someone 
takes on the challenge of 
running the preschool, it 
will have been in opera-
tion for 50 years. Norman 
said this is one reason 
she hopes someone buys 
it. 

Local orgs eye justice grants
The grants provide funding for expanded community 
outreach to groups working toward erasing inequities.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Labor Educator for the University of Iowa Labor Center Paul Iversen poses for a portrait in his office in Coralville, 
Iowa on Nov. 30.
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Arabia Parkey
News Reporter 

The Iowa City Social 
Justice and Racial Equity 
grant is providing local 
organizations, such as 
the Food Pantry at Iowa 
and the University of Iowa 
Labor Center, with oppor-
tunities to diversify their 
impact on the community.

The grant is available 
to Iowa City-based non-
profit and for-profit or-
ganizations tasked with 
empowering and engaging 
in social justice and racial 
equity initiatives that en-
courage the elimination 
of inequities in the com-
munity. Preference goes 
to organizations that ad-
dress education, housing, 

criminal justice, building 
community, health, and 
employment. 

Applications for the 
annual Social Justice and 
Racial Equity grant have 
opened for fiscal 2022 and 
must be submitted before 
Jan. 8, 2022. Those apply-
ing must answer several 
questions about their or-
ganization and provide a 
proposal and timeline for 
using the grant funds if 
they are selected.

According to the city’s 
website, a grant of $75,000 
total has been approved 
by the Iowa City City 
Council for fiscal 2022 and 
will be split among the re-
cipients. Last year, five or-
ganizations received full 
funding from the grant, 

with a sixth organization 
receiving partial funding.

The Food Pantry at 
Iowa, a free service for 
University of Iowa stu-
dents, faculty, and staff, 
received a grant last year 
that allowed the organiza-
tion to purchase more cul-
turally diverse foods and 
accommodate more com-
munity members seeking 
specific food items, Con-
stituent Relations Coor-
dinator Sarah Henry wrote 
in an email to The Daily 
Iowan.

“Before the grant pe-
riod, we were purchas-
ing a small, very limited 
amount from local stores 
each week, but we can 

UI denies COGS’ 
COVID-19 safety 
requests 
The UI will not implement 
COVID-19 safety requests proposed 
by graduate students.
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Anthony Neri
News Reporter

 University of Iowa ad-
ministraters denied a re-
quest to implement three 
new COVID-19 safety 
procedures proposed by 
the Campaign to Organize 
Graduate Students.

COGS sent a letter on 
Nov. 18 to the administra-
tion, asking it to forgo what 
the collective described as, 
“the politicized ‘guidance’ 
of the Board of Regents” in 
favor of their requests, ac-
cording to the letter.

The letter included 
the following demands 
to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19:

• Allow instruc-
tors to move their class-
es online as often as they 
see necessary because of 
COVID-19 concerns.

• Notify instruc-
tors when students in their 
class test positive for the 
virus 

• Allow instructors 
to inform students of pos-
sible COVID-19 exposures 
in the classroom. 

On the same day the 
letter was sent, three 
members of COGS shared 
personal stories concern-
ing the risks they face at 
the UI under the current 
COVID-19 procedures at 

a meeting with Amanda 
Thein, UI associate provost 
for Graduate and Profes-
sional Education and Todd 
Rent, UI director of Univer-
sity Employee and Labor 
Relations. 

According to an email 
from Thein to COGS Pres-
ident Hadley Galbraith 
on Dec. 3, the UI admin-
istration will continue 
following recommended 
guidelines from Johnson 
County Public Health, the 
Iowa Department of Public 
Health, and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

Thein wrote in the email 
that the request to allow 
instructors to teach vir-
tually for as long as they 
wish violates the state 
Board of Regents’ May 20  
statement directing all re-
gent institutions to resume 
in-person education to the 
same degree they did be-
fore the pandemic.

Both the request that 
the administration in-
form instructors when a 
student has self-reported 
having COVID-19 and that 
instructors be allowed to 
notify students of possible 
exposures “raise signif-
icant privacy concerns,” 
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Two men arrested in downtown shooting investigation 
Police investigated after shots were fired in the Old Capitol Mall parking ramp on Sunday.

Meg Doster
News Reporter 

Two men were arrested 
Sujnday in connection with a 
reported shooting earlier tha 
morning at the Old Capitol 
Town Centre parking ramp.

Darnell Martin Jr., 21, of 
Coralville and Mason Ward, 

18, of Cedar Rapids have 
both been charged with 
reckless use of a firearm 
causing property damage, 
according to a release from 
Iowa City police. 

At 1:25 a.m. on Sunday, 
the Iowa City Police De-
partment responded to a 
report of shots fired in the 

area of the parking ramp. 
When police arrived on the 
scene, they found evidence 
of multiple shots having 
been fired andmultiple 
people running from the 
scene who may have been 
involved in the shooting.

According to the police 
reports, both Martin and 

Ward fired at least one shot 
at two subjects. These shots 
struck several vehicles and 
caused significant property 
damage as well as endanger-
ing the lives of the people in 
the area.

An adult male was tak-
en to an area hospital to 
be treated for a non-life 

threatening gunshot wound 
to the abdomen.

At 11:25 a.m. on Sunday 
morning, Martin and Ward 
were booked at the John-
son County jail. Bond has 
not been released for either 
Ward or Martin.

megan-doster@uiowa.edu

UI recognized for inclu-
sive athletic programs

The University of Iowa has 
been nationally recognized as a 
Special Olympics United Cham-
pion School for its efforts to in-
clude students with disabilities 
in intramural programs. The UI 
is the 68th school to be nation-
ally recognized.
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Annual UI Mirage event 
raises AIDS awareness

The University of Iowa hosted 
its annual Mirage event in the 
Iowa Memorial Union over the 
weekend, where students, staff, 
and community members col-
laborated to spread awareness 
about the HIV and AIDS epi-
demic while celebrating LGBTQ 
culture.
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Johnson County consid-
ers replacing MRAP ve-
hicle

The Johnson County Sher-
iff ’s Offfice is requesting funds 
from the Johnson County Board 
of Supervisors to replace the 
Mine-Resistant Ambush Pro-
tected, or MRAP, vehcile with a 
Lenco BearCat G2 — a smaller 
armored vehicle.
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UI COVID-19 testing and 
accommodation chal-
lenges

When students test positive for 
COVID-19, University of Iowa profes-
sors are not required to make the 
acommodations that were avail-
able last year. Look out for a story 
this coming week on how the UI’s 
COVID-19 policies impact students 
and faculty in the classroom. 

dailyiowan.com

O N L I N E
Arts Review: Arcane

The hit new Netflix series, 
based on League of Legends, 
takes an animated deep dive 
into the twin cities of Piltover 
and Zaun, and the origin stories 
of two League of Legends cham-
pions.

dailyiowan.com

The Daily Iowan will publish its 
last print edition of the year on 
Wednesday, Dec. 15. The DI will 
not publish in print over winter 
break but will publish breaking 
news online. The first print edi-
tion of 2022 will be Wednesday, 
Jan. 19. 



    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 20212A NEWS

The Daily Iowan
BREAKING NEWS
Phone: (319) 335-6030
Email: daily-iowan@uiowa.edu 

CORRECTIONS
Call: 335-6030
Policy: The Daily Iowan strives for 
accuracy and fairness in the reporting 
of news. If a report is wrong or 
misleading, a request for a correction 
or a  clarification may be made.

PUBLISHING INFO
The Daily Iowan (USPS 143.360) is 
published by Student Publications 
Inc., E131 Adler Journalism Building, 
Iowa City, Iowa 52242-2004, Mondays 
and Wednesdays during the fall and 
spring semesters (plus Fridays of 
football game weekends) and 
Wednesday during the summer, 
except legal and university holidays, 
and university class breaks. 
Periodicals postage paid at the Iowa 
City Post O�ice under the Act of 
Congress of March 2, 1879.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Email Juli Krause at 

daily-iowan-circ@uiowa.edu 

Subscription Rates:
Iowa City and Coralville:

$30 for one semester,
$60 for two semesters,
$5 for summer session,

$60 for full year. 

Out of town:
$50 for one semester,

$100 for two semesters,
$10 for summer session,

$100 all year.

Send address changes to:
����������������

100 Adler Journalism Building, 
Iowa City, Iowa 52242-2004

STAFF
Publisher | 335-5788
Jason Brummond
Executive Editor |  335-6030
Caleb McCullough
Managing Editors
Rylee Wilson, Josie Fischels
Managing Digital Editor
Kelsey Harrell
Asst. Digital Editor
Molly Milder
Senior Print Editor
Rachel Schilke
News Editors
Eleanor Hildebrandt, Sabine Martin
Politics Editor
Natalie Dunlap
Arts Editors
Maddie Johnston, Jenna Post
Opinions & Amplify Editor
Hannah Pinski 
Sports Editor
Austin Hanson
Asst. Sports Editor
Chloe Peterson
Pregame Editor
Robert Read
Copy Editor
Katie Ann McCarver
Photo Editors
Jerod Ringwald, Grace Smith
Films & Documentary Director
Jenna Galligan
DITV News Director
Elisabeth Neruda
DITV Asst. News Director
Julia Richards
DITV Sports Director
Destinee Cook

BUSINESS STAFF
Business Manager | 335-5786

Debra Plath
Advertising Director/Circulation | 335-5784

Juli Krause
Production Manager | 335-5789

Heidi Owen

VOLUME 154
ISSUE 36

“We’ve had so many 
families come through 
our door, and we’ve 
started to see kids that 
I had and their kids are 
now coming here,” Nor-
man said. “It’s really im-
pressive.” 

Parents with children 
enrolled at Kinderfarm 
are worried about the de-
cision to sell the learning 
center.

Alta Medea-Peters, an 
Iowa City resident and 
parent, sent her first 
child to Kinderfarm al-
most 10 years ago. Her 
second child is currently 
enrolled at the preschool. 
She said she wanted to 
make sure both of her 
children experience the 
magic of Kinderfarm.

With the future of the 
preschool uncertain, Me-
dea-Peters said she is 
concerned about where 
she will send her young-
est son to preschool.

 “My kiddos have al-
ways been exhausted af-
terward and can’t wait to 
go back,” Medea-Peters 
said. “Both boys have 
cried when it’s time to 
leave, and I think that’s 

a sign that it’s a magical 
place.”

Tessa Swenson, an 
Iowa City resident, has 
two children currently 
enrolled at Kinderfarm. 
This was the first year 
Swenson had her chil-

dren go to the preschool 
and she said it has ex-
ceeded her expectations 
so far.

“It’s been amazing,” 
she said. “There’s just so 
much for the kids to do 
there to learn and grow.”

Despite loving the pre-
school, Norman selling the 
preschool doesn’t worry 
Swenson. What worries 
her is the possibility of 
someone not purchasing 
the preschool and it being 
shut down, she said.

“It’d be amazing if 
they were able to sell and 
continue the preschool,” 
Swenson said. 

Because of the pan-
demic, more school-age 
children have attend-
ed Kinderfarm, Norman 
said. The kids do their 
schoolwork in the morn-
ing and participate in 
Kinderfarm activities in 
the afternoon.

Kinderfarm introduced 
a buddy system, where 
one school-age child 
would be partnered with a 
preschool-aged child and 
perform daily farm chores 
together. Norman said 

the kids enjoyed it and 
she hopes the new owners 
expand it even more. 

Norman added that she 
would be willing to stay 
on temporarily to help 
ease any concerns par-
ents have and to help the 
new owners get settled 
into the life of Kinder-
farm. 

“My big hope is that it 
lives on,” Norman said. 
“This is not a job, it’s a 
lifestyle. You live and 
breathe Kinderfarm 24/7, 
and it’ll take a very ded-
icated person to run it.”

 
natasha-keicher@uiowa.edu

now purchase a lot more,” 
Henry wrote. “Plus, we’re 
able to use the funds to 
purchase different foods 
to try out in the pantry, 
versus having to stick to a 
set list every week.”

Henry wrote that she 
hopes the increase in 
culturally diverse foods 
— outside of traditional-
ly American foods — in 
the pantry has allowed 
the diverse communities 
of people present at the 
UI and Iowa City to feel a 
better sense of belonging 
in the community. 

The Johnson County 
Affordable Housing Coa-
lition, a member-driven 
organization focusing on 
making fair and stable 
housing accessible and 
affordable to Johnson 

County residents, has re-
ceived two grants in the 
past, said Sara Barron, 
executive director of the 
organization.

“Both times we’ve re-
ceived the grant, it’s given 
us an opportunity to ex-
pand our outreach to the 
community to improve 
our social justice and ra-
cial equity practices, and 
to take on projects that we 
wouldn’t have been able 
to achieve otherwise,” 
Barron said. 

The most recent grant 
the coalition received al-
lowed it to host education-
al outreach events to share 
space with neighborhoods 
in need of affordable hous-
ing opportunities, Bar-
ron said. This allowed the 
group to form strategies 
that would center com-
munity voices in housing 
decisions within Iowa City. 

“It helps us to under-
stand better ways to reach 
people with the support 
that’s available, and also 
what supports are missing 
so that we can ensure that 
everyone has a safe and 
stable place to call home,” 
Barron said. 

The Sankofa Outreach 
Connection and the Black 
Lives Matter at School-Io-
wa collaborated to receive 
one of the grants to fund 
the Ethnic Studies Leader-
ship Academy, a program 
for Black girls in Iowa City 
to cultivate leadership 
skills, practice community 
activism, and learn about 
equity through Black his-
torical figures, said Lisa 
Covington, director of the 
Ethnic Studies Leadership 
Academy.

The grant will allow 
the program to expand 
its Black History Saturday 

school initiative, hosted 
by Black Lives Matter at 
School-Iowa, to a weekly 
program for young women 
in the community. 

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds 
signed House File 802 into 
law in June, prohibiting 
the teaching of “divisive 
topics,” including the idea 
that the U.S. is system-
ically racist, or the idea 
that an individual race 
or sex is inherently rac-
ist, sexist, or oppressive 
is prohibited. Reynolds 
touted the law as a ban on 
critical race theory.

 “This program is actu-
ally countering this leg-
islation that says what 
we can’t teach, because 
everything that is consid-
ered a divisive concept is 
actually part of our curric-
ulum,” Covington said. 

The program will kick 
off in early 2022 as a com-

munity response to the 
Iowa City Community 
School District’s student 
demands to require an 
ethnic-studies course in 
schools, Covington said. 

“Teaching the truth and 
teaching ethnic studies 
and Black studies real-
ly allows for us to think 
about how we are teach-
ing accurate history to 
young people specifical-
ly,” Covington said. 

The UI Labor Center, 
which provides educa-
tional programs, support, 
and non-credit courses 
for youth, workers, com-
munity members, and 
labor union leaders, also 
received a grant last year.

Paul Iverson, UI Labor 
Center coordinator of the 
Quality Preapprentice-
ship Program, said with-
in the time of receiving 
the grants, the program 

has provided support for 
26 pre-apprentices from 
Iowa City, 13 of whom 
have been first-generation 
immigrants, as well as two 
who identify as Hispanic, 
and 20 as Black. 

For those who chose not 
to pursue building trades 
after graduating from the 
program, Iverson said 
they have gotten better 
jobs because of the educa-
tion and certificates they 
received through the UI’s 
program.

“It’s been vital in help-
ing us to recruit and to 
provide education and 
support to Iowa City area 
people trying to get into 
the building and con-
struction trades and to di-
versify the pool of people 
that we can provide our 
services to,” Iverson said.

arabia-parkey@uiowa.edu

Thein wrote.
Caleb Klipowicz, a COGS 

member who was present 
at the Nov. 18 virtual meet-
ing, said the UI had a sys-
tem where instructors were 
notified if their students 
self-reported testing posi-
tive for COVID-19 last year. 
The system has since ended. 

“In our meeting, the dean 

said that she gets alerts 
when graduate students 
self-report,” he said. “Obvi-
ously there’s a serious issue 
going on, and they’re just 
sort of papering over the 
gravity of the situation.”

Klipowicz said he won-
ders how it is a violation of 
privacy for instructors to 
receive the same informa-
tion as the administrators, 
especially when instructors 
must come face-to-face 

with students in the class-
room, increasing their risk 
of contracting COVID-19. 

Additionally, Thein not-
ed in the email that John-
son County Public Health 
continues to employ con-
tact tracing as a reliable 
and nonintrusive method 
of tracking the rate of stu-
dent transmission. 

Students who test posi-
tive for COVID-19 are ad-
vised to fill out a COVID-19 

self-reporting form, as 
noted in the Fall 2021 FAQ 
for Instructors, and to fol-
low public health recom-
mendations, she wrote. 

As of Dec. 3, there 
have been 399 student 
and 310 employee cases 
of COVID-19 on campus 
since Aug. 23, according to 
the UI website.

This is the second time 
the UI has denied to im-
pliment recommendations 
regarding COVID-19 pro-
cedures from COGS.

As previously reported 
by The Daily Iowan, COGS 
filed a complaint with the 
Occupational Health and 
Safety Administration to 
protest unsafe working 
conditions at the UI on 
Sept. 21.

Galbraith said COGS 
dialed back the extent of 
their demands this time, 
understanding that vac-
cination requirements 
and mask mandates are 
blocked by the regents.

“We had thought that 
these were achievable de-
mands that the universi-
ty could put in place and 
so, it’s disappointing to 
see that they have reason 
that it’s not possible,” Gal-
braith said.

Klipowicz said COGS 
set out to request three 
changes that the univer-
sity can do with their own 
authority and without re-
gents’ approval. 

“At this point I should 
know, but it still amazes 

me just how committed 
our university’s admin-
istration is to doing ab-
solutely nothing to stop 
COVID-19 and to make any 
effort to reduce the spread, 
basically impossible for all 
of us,” Klipowicz said.

Klipowicz said COGS 
members will be discussing 
their next steps in advocat-
ing for a safer workplace at a 
general membership meet-
ing on Dec. 6.

anthony-neri@uiowa.edu
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Customers sit down and eat food inside Sam’s Pizza on Sunday. The restaurant and bar hosts trivia nights for their customers throughout the year.
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University of Iowa COGS President Hadley Galbraith poses for a portrait at the UI Urgent Care on Scott Boulevard on Oct. 6.
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Children swing at the Kinderfarm outside of Iowa City on Thursday.
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UI recognized for inclusive athletics

Meg Doster
News Reporter

The Special Olympics 
organization recognized 
the University of Iowa as 
a Special Olympics Uni-
fied Champion School, a 
program that recognizes 
schools for their inclu-
sion of students with dis-
abilities in athletics.

The UI is the first col-
lege in Iowa and the 68th 
in the U.S. to receive the 
recognition. In order to re-
ceive recognition from the 

Special Olympics, schools 
need to meet ten criteria.

Among the ten cri-
teria are offering Uni-
fied Sports at least two 
seasons throughout the 
school year, having par-
ticipating coaches and 
students with Special 
Olympics Unified Sports 
training, and recognizing 
Unified Sports in a sim-
ilar style to other cam-
pus intramural and club 
sports.

“It’s definitely a presti-
gious recognition, and so 

it is achievable,” said Bry-
an Coffey, Special Olym-
pics Iowa director of Uni-
fied Programs. “They do 
have to show that they’ve 
pursued the criteria and 
they’ve done it with fi-
delity. So they’re truly 
and honestly pursuing an 
inclusive model by pursu-
ing those 10 points.”

Unified Programs is a 
program within intra-
mural sports. Coffey said 
there are over 16,000 
Special Olympic athletes 
in Iowa, but only four 

schools in the state are 
nationally recognized.

Unified Sports, the in-
tramural leagues at the 
UI, and the UI’s Special 
Olympics student chap-
ter collaborate together 
to foster an encouraging 
and welcoming environ-
ment for Special Olympic 
athletes, UI public health 
student Jenah McCarty 
said, a member of the 
section of Unified Sports 
that works with Special 
Olympics. 

“All of those goals are 
something we look at and 
always strive to meet,” 
McCarty said.

Athletes play sports 
such as rowing, basket-
ball, flag football, and 
bowling, Sydney Pro-
chaska, president of UI’s 
Special Olympics student 
organization, said.

“When we show up to 
play unified sports, we’re 
all on the same level,” 
Prochaska said. “We’re 

teammates above any-
thing, and we’re there to 
play volleyball.”

Unified Sports and the 
UI’s Special Olympics 
student organizations 

were not actively trying 
to obtain this recognition 
by meeting the criteria, 
Prochaska said. 

Rather, the organiza-
tions stumbled upon the 
recognition accidental-
ly while trying to create 
a good space for Special 
Olympic athletes, McCa-
rty said.

“It was a little bit of a 
surprise,” McCarty said. “I 
guess just because we were 
just showing up week by 
week, trying to implement 
all that it means to be vol-
unteers at Special Olym-
pics Iowa. Not necessarily 
trying to like check off 
boxes, but it just happened 
that our program was do-
ing well enough and doing 
what we’re supposed to be 
doing.”

Prochaska said athlet-
ics helps break down bar-
riers between students 
and allows people with 
disabilities to become 
more involved in the 

community.
“It’s the one place in 

the world that they’re 
treated the same and 
they’re not looked down 
upon,” Prochaska said. 

“And people don’t treat 
them differently, it’s very 
inclusive.”

Prochaska said since 
the announcement last 
month, she has received 
more messages than ever 
before from people want-
ing to get involved with 
Special Olympics and its 
affiliated organizations 
on campus.

“It brings more recog-
nition to us on campus 
and in the community and 
gets more people interest-
ed in getting involved,” 
McCarty said. “But I think 
the standards we set and 
things we do will be pretty 
much the same.”

Coffey said his hope is 
that the recognition will 
encourage other schools 
in the state to make their 
athletic programs more 
inclusive.

While the recognition 
is exciting and will en-
courage more involve-
ment, Prochaska and 
McCarty said they don’t 
think that this new title 
will change how their op-
erations will run.

“We’ve all been imple-
menting the components 
and standards that we al-
ready have by becoming a 
banner school,” McCarty 
said. “I think we’ll just 
continue to do as we’ve 
been doing.”

megan-doster@uiowa.edu

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Unified Sports players and coaches put their hands in the middle of a huddle during a practice at the Robert A. Lee 
Community Recreation Center in Iowa City on Dec. 2.  The University of Iowa has become nationally recognized for 
their support of Unified Sports.

The University of Iowa was nationally recognized as a Special Olympics United Champion School
for its efforts to include students with disabilities into intramural programs this fall.

It’s the one place in the world that they’re 
treated the same and they’re not looked down upon.

— Sydney Prochaska, UI Special Olympics president

UI hosts The Mirage for World AIDS Day
Focusing on LGBTQ inclusivity, The Mirage celebrated identity by combining education and entertainment.

Jami Martin-Trainor
Arts Reporter

The Iowa Memorial 
Union ballroom was com-
pletely transformed Friday 
night for the drag show 
and condom casino, The 
Mirage, as university and 
city organizations collabo-
rated to raise awareness of 
the AIDS epidemic. Fairy 
lights, flowers and butter-
flies were draped around 
the room to align with this 
year’s theme of blossom-
ing botanical paradise.

With help from the 
Center for Diversity and 
Enrichment, Planned 
Parenthood, the LGBTQ 
Counseling Clinic and 
queer student organiza-
tions among others, the 
community came togeth-
er to host a transforma-
tive event.

Rebecca Don, Senior 
Behavioral Health Consul-
tant at the University of 
Iowa, was a crucial mem-
ber in planning The Mi-
rage. But what makes the 
annual celebration unique 
is the element of collabo-
ration between an abun-
dance of parties.

“That’s the cool thing 
about the event — it’s 
campus and community,” 
Don said. “It’s not all stu-
dents, it’s not all staff and 
employees, it’s not all uni-
versity. It’s really a coming 
together of all of them.”

While multipurposed, 
education was a priority 
at The Mirage. The begin-

ning of the event was an 
infostravaganza, where 
various booths and tables 
were ran by organizations 
that gave out goods and 
shared information to 
spread awareness on sex-
ual health.

IC RED, a campus orga-
nization that focuses on 
raising public awareness 
of HIV and AIDS, hosted 
events throughout last 
week in honor of World 
AIDS Day. Sarah Luke, 
president of IC RED, col-
laborated with The Mirage 
to spread awareness.

“It’s about educating the 
masses,” Luke said. “The 
more people are educated 
about the history of HIV 
and AIDS, how it is caused 
and how to prevent it, the 
less people are going to 
get sick with it. They’ll be 
able to manage it better 
and they won’t transmit it 
if they’re educated.”

The Mirage also hosted 
a condom casino, offering 
a variety of games includ-
ing Texas Hold ‘em, Black 
Jack and Roulette. Gam-
blers bet chips that could 
be turned in for condoms, 
dental dams and other re-
lated prizes. The tables 
were crammed with UI 
students building friendly 
rapport with the dealers 
and each other.

After gambling finished, 
several performers took 
the stage. The Iowa Dance 
Club presented a routine 
and the audience was able 
to watch an amateur drag 

contest. Other profession-
al drag queens and kings 
performed later in the 
night.

Emma Welch, coordina-
tor at the UI Pride Alliance 
Center, helped organize 
the event. Welch wanted 
to aid in the creation of an 
inclusive environment for 
members of the LGBTQ+ 
community, and The Mi-
rage was a cultivation of 
those efforts.

“For the LGBTQ com-
munity, it’s really nice to 

know that there is this 
event that is inclusive of 
everybody and very in-
tentionally inclusive of 
the LGBTQ community,” 
Welch said. “Folks can 
come in and know that, 
more so than other spaces 
on campus, they are going 
to be in a space that is pop-
ulated with peers who are 
queer and trans.”

With inclusivity at the 
forefront, the event recog-
nized the women of color 
who sparked the advocacy 

for LGBTQ+ rights. Por-
traits of activists Marsha 
P. Johnson, Sylvia Rive-
ra, Miss Major and Glad-
ys Bentley were spread 
around the ballroom.

The Mirage is a culmina-
tion of the efforts of many 
groups and individuals in 
Iowa City. Representative 
recognition is a key aspect, 
as well as ensuring that the 
community has something 
to gain from attending, 
Welch said.

“The resources and or-

ganizations that we invite 
to be a part of this event 
is partly in response to 
resources that we know 
would be beneficial to stu-
dents,” Welch said. “We al-
ways anchor back to what 
do students need more of, 
what are students going to 
be interested in, and what 
is going to best serve the 
communities that we are 
intending to serve with 
this event.”

jmartintrainor@uiowa.edu

Braden Ernst/The Daily Iowan
A Mirage performer, Jackie Frost, excites the crowd at the University of Iowa Memorial Union on Friday. The event promoted safe sex and self-expression.
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Opinions
Address sexual assault and violence on campus

COLUMN

Hannah Pinski 
Opinions and Amplify Editor

Sexual violence has al-
ways been an issue on col-
lege campuses, but the way 
universities have handled 
cases has sounded alarm 
bells for some time. 

This year, students across 
the country began a reckon-
ing over sexual assault on 
campuses.

Stories in a recent project 
I wrote about University of 
Iowa students facing chal-
lenges when reporting their 
cases of sexual misconduct 
and violence aren’t expos-
ing new problems. Rather, 
they are shedding light on 
an issue that has plagued 
college campuses across the 
country for years. 

At the UI, thousands of 
students participated in 
three nights of protests af-
ter allegations against two 
members of the Phi Gamma 
Delta fraternity, also known 
as FIJI, surfaced in the cam-
pus community. 

These protests were part 
of a national movement. 
These allegations were 
made just days after the 
University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln’s FIJI Chapter made 

national news for similar al-
legations, and UNL students 
also protested as a result, 
and stood in solidarity with 
survivors. 

Over the years, what has 
felt like failures to many 
students has gone as far as  
to cost them their lives. 

Notable examples of this 
was in 2010 at St. Mary’s 
College, where Lizzy See-
berg committed suicide just 
10 days after she reported 
to university police that she 
had been inappropriately 
touched by a Notre Dame 
football player. 

Though one may have 
thought this could be the 
breaking point during the 
rise of the #MeToo move-
ment, controversial deci-
sions have still been made 
since. The most recent was 
when the Trump Adminis-
tration released new rule 
changes that included a 
narrower definition of sexu-
al harassment and required 
cross-examination at hear-
ings in 2020.

To be clear, I don’t have 
an answer on what needs to 
change or how we’re sup-
posed to solve this problem. 
The reality is that there is 
no clear-cut solution, and 
there are many layers that 
need to be pulled apart. 

However, what I do know 
is that I’m asking alongside 
my friends, is there a system 
in place that’s going to pro-
tect and help us? 

The even more import-

ant question to ask is: are 
colleges and universities 
potentially upholding a cul-
ture where sexual assault is 
allowed to happen because 
we don’t have a system that 
holds people accountable 
for their actions? 

If leaders examine the 
current systems in place and 
ask themselves what needs 
to change, they may save 
us, and future generations, 
from potential trauma.

The responsibility to ini-
tiate change falls to people 
on multiple levels.

For one, it falls to the fed-
eral government. Title IX is 
a federal civil rights law that 
applies to any higher-edu-
cation institution receiving 
federal funding. Colleges 
and universities have their 
hands tied when it comes 
to policy such as what con-
stitutes sexual assault and 
harassment and setting the 
evidentiary standard. 

While President Joe 
Biden strongly denounced 
the Trump Administration’s 
rule changes in 2020, the 
Department of Education 
isn’t planning to undo reg-
ulation until May 2022. If 
it follows a similar timeline 
to the predecessor’s, this 
means we wouldn’t see a fi-
nal rule until February 2024. 

Not only should this be 
on the forefront of the Biden 
Administration’s agenda, 
but our government needs 
to ask questions based on 
student concerns. Do we 

have a system that is impos-
sible to use, and is current 
policy acting as a barrier for 
survivors to come forward? 

The responsibility also 
falls on colleges and uni-
versities. 

In a four-year comparison 
reports from the UI Title 
IX and Gender Equity Unit 
(formerly known as the Of-
fice of Sexual Misconduct 
and Resource Center), there 
was an increase in sexual 
harassment reports from 
2016-19. For sexual assault, 
the number of reports in-
creased from 2016-18. 

This year, the UI re-

leased a new anti-violence 
plan that recommends 
changes in prevention and 
education, intervention, 
and policy. 

While this is an import-
ant step and on-campus 
resources are available, the 
way our campus addresses 
sexual violence and invests 
in these resources is also 
crucial. Should more fund-
ing be given to programs 
like the Rape Victim Advo-
cacy Program and Wom-
en’s Resource and Action 
Center? Did the campus ad-
ministration respond to this 
year’s protests in the best 

way possible?
Of survivors who report 

an assault, 40 percent will 
be pushed out of their edu-
cation, and those who don’t 
report suffer in silence. As 
someone who has felt first-
hand the effects of sexu-
al violence, the weight of 
the impact isn’t a burden I 
would wish on anybody.  

The question moving 
forward is, will institutions 
listen and see if the system 
in place works, or will every-
thing remain according to 
the status quo? 

hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu

Sexual violence has been an issue on college campuses for years, and the responsibility
to address it falls to people on multiple levels. 

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
A police car sits in front of the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity house during a protest following sexual assault 
allegations against the University of Iowa’s chapter of Phi Gamma Delta on Aug. 31.

COLUMN

Bring joy to others this 
holiday season

It’s time to remember the importance of giving back this 
holiday season and to do what we can to spread some joy.

Elise Cagnard
Opinions Contributor 

Just as it does every 
year, the holiday season 
has snuck up on us yet 
again. In typical fashion, 
this usually involves fam-
ily gatherings, an abun-
dance of presents, and a 
mountain of food to go 
around. While for many, 
this is the happiest time 
of year, these luxuries are 
not available for everyone.

For families who experi-
ence financial instability, 
the holidays can be a hard 
time that causes more 
stress than joy. Whether 
because of an inability to 
stay warm during these 
cold months, or not be-
ing able to buy the food 
and presents for children, 
these hardships take away 
from the joyous spirit of 
the holiday. 

That is why it’s so im-
portant to be self-moti-

vated in giving back this 
holiday season and ensure 
everyone has at least a lit-
tle holiday cheer. 

We are still in a pan-
demic, meaning there 
are many more people 
with financial difficulties 
this holiday season. Ac-
cording to a survey from 
WalletHub, one in three 
families went without 
presents last year because 
they couldn’t afford them. 
Pre-COVID-19 rates were 
about one in five. 

Unfortunately, Iowa 
City is no exception to this 
statistic. Many local busi-
nesses have created ini-
tiatives with the purpose 
of giving back during the 
holiday season. Though 
the intent is there, how-
ever, a lack of marketing 
and advertising has led to 
a lower turnout in many 
cases. 

An example of this is the 
food drive constantly hap-
pening at Starbucks. The 
Starbucks on the corner 
of Burlington and Clinton 
Streets is always bustling 
with college kids, with a 
high flow of foot traffic at 
all hours. In the corner of 
the store, sits a lonely box 
with a sign telling people 
to donate food for the food 
pantry. 

Talking with Starbucks 

employee, Allie Schum-
acher, I learned that the 
food pantry has not been 
very successful. 

“That box, unfortu-
nately, stays empty the 
vast majority of the time,” 
Schumacher said. “This is 
just one of the many ini-
tiatives done by Iowa City 
establishments that have 
not gained much traction.”

While it is important 
to give back to your com-
munity at all times of the 
year, it is especially so 
during the holiday sea-
son. This is when people 
are more in need of extra 
things, whether to provide 
a good time for their kids 
or for themselves.

Iowa City offers many 
simple, accessible ways to 
give, which anyone who 
wants to participate in 
can. Many people worry 
they do not have the time 
to help out during this 
busy holiday season, but 
there are many different 
ways to help out. 

Whether it’s donating to 
organizations such as Or-
chard Place, a non-profit 
that gives to children in 
need, or volunteering your 
time at The Bird House, an 
organization dedicated to 
bringing meals to hospice 
patients, no act is unim-
portant. Any step you take 
in helping others has the 
potential to change some-
one’s life, so why not start 
now?

This is the time to 
spread joy and help others 
have access to the same 
opportunities you do. Be 
the hero and step up this 
holiday season.

elise-cagnard@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

Censoring books
protects white supremacy 
Conservative efforts to censor books is a form of erasing 

minority identities and does not protect students.

Yassie Buchanan
Opinions Columnist

I remember in high school 
my mom angrily talking on 
the phone about the book 
The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian by Sherman 
Alexie being challenged in 
school. She expressed how, 
because of it, kids finally had 
an engaging book that ex-
plored situations relatable to 
marginalized identities.  

I didn’t pay much atten-
tion to her argument at the 
time, but mow that the same 
discussions about censorship 
are arising today, I realize 
how this is another attempt 
to erase minority identities to 
preserve white supremacist 
narratives.  

Iowa Sen. Jake Chapman, 
R-Adel, announced he is 
working toward legislation 
that would attach felony 
charges to teachers using 
books conservatives deem 
unsuitable because of Iowa’s 
obscenity laws. 

Some examples include 
The Absolutely True Diary of 
a Part-Time Indian and The 
Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. 
It’s ironic that conservatives 
are pushing for this censor-
ship when a lot of their agen-
da is centered around hands-
off government and freedom 
of speech.  

These are award-winning 

books that highlight expe-
riences and environments 
in which students live and 
grow up. According to the 
Iowa American Civil Liberties 
Union, The Absolutely True Di-
ary of a Part-Time Indian was 
originally challenged in 2015 
due to abrasive language and 
references to masturbation. 

Both of these things are 
normal aspects of teenage 
experiences. In reality, con-
servatives are using this as a 
scapegoat to censor a book 
that highlights an example of 
minority experience in Amer-
ica. 

Two parents in the John-
ston County Community 
School District complained 
about The Hate U Give due 
to its anti-police rhetoric, 
though the school board 
eventually voted to keep the 
book.

Beyond touching on the re-
ality Black people face when 
it comes to policing and the 
justice system, this book val-
idates the experience of Black 
kids growing up in impover-
ished neighborhoods and ex-
periencing systemic racism.   

The Ankeny Community 
School District was also un-
der fire from parents com-
plaining about books regard-
ing LGBTQ+ experiences. The 
two books they focused on 
were All Boys Aren’t Blue by 
George M. Johnson and Gen-
der Queer by Maia Kobabe. 
All Boys Aren’t Blue discusses 
the experience of being Black 
and queer growing up. It’s 
important for students to be 
exposed to material that in-
cludes the intersectionality of 
different identities and how 

that influences experience.  
I doubt it is a coincidence 

that all these books revolve 
around marginalized identi-
ties. 

Who is this censorship for 
when these books involve 
themes that apply to the real 
lives of many students? Ban-
ning students from engaging 
in difficult material that re-
flects real experiences is not 
protection, it is censorship 
that allows us to turn a blind 
eye to systemic issues in our 
country. 

In addition to these books 
doing valuable work to show-
case minority experiences, 
Todd Petty, a University of 
Iowa law professor, said iso-
lated incidences of sexual 
references do not make a 
book obscene. Petty also cited 
how The First Amendment 
protects books from being 
banned due to obscenity laws 
if they have literary merit, 
which all the aforementioned 
books mentioned clearly, as 
they’ve received major liter-
ary awards. 

If we were focused on 
protecting our students, we 
would pay attention to real 
threats to their well-being. 
For example, taking the nec-
essary measures to prevent 
school shootings, prioritiz-
ing closing the achievement 
gap between white and Black 
students, and investing in in-
frastructure in impoverished 
communities. 

Instead, Chapman is fo-
cused on preserving the era-
sure of underrepresented 
communities in books. 

yasmine-buchanan@uiowa.edu

This is the time to spread joy and help others 
have access to the same opportunities you do. Be 
the hero and step up this holiday season.
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Puzzle solutions at top of page

   

No. 1101

Across

Down

 1 “No need to say it again”
 6 Group of criminals
10 Father on a stud farm
14 Tennis star Osaka
15 Cookie whose packaging shows a splash of milk
16 What might give “caws” for concern for a farmer?
17 “Cómo ___?” (“How are you?”: Sp.)
18 Droplet of happiness or sadness
19 Assistant
20 Things modern travelers pack
23 Woodman’s makeup in “The Wizard of Oz”
24 Auto tankful
25 Dickens’s Oliver Twist or Kipling’s Mowgli
28 In the year of ___ Lord
29 Decrease in size, as the moon
31 NNW’s opposite
32 Forms of some kids’ multivitamins
36 Direction after adding sugar

37 Stockpile
38 ___-tac-toe
39 Road Work ___ (highway sign)
40 Ice hockey venue
41 Breakfast side at a diner
43 “___, humbug!”
44 Exam
45 One who cries “Yer out!”
46 Ice hockey player
48 Ironically humorous
49 Score 100% on
52 Government-backed investments
56 B sharp or B flat
58 The Cowboys’ five-pointed star or the Colts’
 horseshoe
59 Listings on an actor’s IMDb page
60 Melee
61 Idiot

62 Cognizant (of)
63 Camera’s “eye”
64 Ocular swelling
65 Items on a to-do list

 1 Like a butterfingers
 2 Healthful Kellogg’s cereal brand 
 3 Off, palindromically
 4 “Toe” of the Arabian Peninsula
 5 Smart alecks
 6 High schoolers who dress in black, maybe
 7 Calculation in calculus
 8 In the neighborhood
 9 Mythological monsters with snakes for hair
10 Steep embankment
11 Traditional St. Patrick’s Day dish
12 Support for a shower curtain
13 Farm animal that sounds like a letter of the
  alphabet
21 Low-___ diet
22 “Able was I ___ I saw Elba”
26 Like Russia, east of the Urals
27 Jocks’ counterparts, stereotypically
28 Southern Siberian city
29 Dress part that may be taken in
30 St. Louis landmark
32 Clothes
33 Inuit boat
34 Whiskey cocktail … or where it was invented
35 When planes are due in, for short
36 Engage in some “retail therapy”
39 Kid with military parents
41 Some angels … or some newspapers
42 Hide in a �hard-to-find spot
44 Prop for a football kickoff
47 Three-point shots, informally
48 Jotted down
49 Star student’s report card, maybe
50 Worker for a Supreme Court justice
51 Twisty curves
53 Chimney buildup
54 Pretty ___ (oxymoron)
55 Hawkeye State
56 Org. that’s home to the ends of 20-, 32-,
 41- and 52-Across
57 Mineral-bearing rock

Madeleine Willis
News Reporter

As winter break approaches for Universi-
ty of Iowa students, and families gather for 
holiday festivities, conservations that could 
be considered sensitive or driven by politics 

may be on the horizon.
Jacob Priest, UI as-

sociate professor of 
psychological and 
quantitative founda-
tions and director of 
the couple and family 
therapy program in the 
College of Education, 
sat down with The 
Daily Iowan to explain 
how to navigate family 
relationships and set-

ting boundaries during the holiday.  
DI: Is COVID-19 a sensitive topic that 

should be discussed over the holidays?
Priest: I think conversations around 

COVID-19 can be very sensitive and the 
conversations about it should have proba-
bly taken place way before the holidays. Of-
ten, lots of folks like to get together for the 
holidays, and if that’s the case and there’s 
discrepancies about safety protocols you 
follow when it comes to COVID, I think it 
is important to have those conversations as 
early and as often as possible.

DI: What are some difficult conversations 
that can be brought up during the holidays?

Priest: When it comes to families getting 
together, there can be lots of difficult con-
versations. We always think about political 
differences, that’s really stressful. Family 
relationships extend across time, and we 
bring relational history with us when we go 
to have these difficult conversations. Diffi-

cult conversations are important, bringing 
them up around the holidays may not be 
the best idea. 

DI: There is no doubt that college can be 
difficult, and students get asked how they 
are doing at school. How would you suggest 
students give an answer to this question if 
this has been a harder year or semester dur-
ing the pandemic?

Priest: That depends on the relationship. 
If it is somebody that you want to let in, that 
you feel safe with, I think it is important to 
be open and transparent about what is go-
ing on. We need support from the people we 
love. Using language to keep them at arm’s 
length, we can miss out on support that we 
can use to better our experience, people we 
could lean on when we are struggling. If it’s 
someone you don’t trust, it’s okay to use 
that distance language.

DI: Other things that are sometimes 
difficult during the holiday season are 
mental health disorders and season-
al depression, how can families help be 
supportive of these disorders during the 
holidays?

Priest: When it comes to mental health, 
take it seriously. If you or a loved one do 
struggle with mental health concerns, cre-
ate a team of support. Connect yourself 
with a therapist or primary care advisor 
who can build this treatment team that can 
really help you navigate this. If you have 
a family member who you know struggles 
with mental health issues around the holi-
days, I think it is important to address that 
early. We want them to feel welcome, but 
not obligated to be here. If it becomes over-
whelming or too much, let them know they 
should feel free to take a step back.

madeline-willis@uiowa.edu

Q&A | Holiday conversations with family
UI Associate Professor of Psychology Jacob Priest answers 

questions about interacting with family this holiday season. 

Priest

Sheriff’s Office to discuss MRAP replacement 

Cooper Worth
News Reporter

The Johnson County 
Sheriff’s Office is request-
ing funding to replace its 
Mine-Resistant Ambush 
Protected, or MRAP, vehicle 
with a more compact vehicle 
with similar functionality.

The Sheriff’s Office has 
proposed replacing the 
MRAP vehicle with the 
Lenco BearCat G2 armored 
vehicle ahead of the Sher-
iff’s Office’s annual budget 
meeting with the Johnson 
County Board of Supervisors 
on Monday. 

The BearCat will cost 
$240,000 with all of its 
equipment.

The MRAP vehicle was ac-
quired by the Johnson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office in 2014 
by the federal government 
through the 1033 program, 
which lends equipment to 
law enforcement. The ve-
hichle has responded to 19 
call-outs since 2014, as pre-
viously reported by The Daily 
Iowan. 

The BearCat G2 is a small-
er alternative to the MRAP 
and has been used for special 
operations units within the 
hundreds of federal, state, 

and local law enforcement 
agencies within the U.S. 

Following Black Lives 
Matter protests in summer 
2020, the Iowa Freedom 
Riders, an organization fo-
cused on promoting racial 
equality throughout the 
city and county, requested 
the Iowa City City Council 
write a letter to the John-
son County officials in sup-
port of selling the MRAP 
vehicle, as part of its list of 
demands. 

The MRAP vehicle has 
been shared with the Iowa 
City Police Department 
since 2014 and has been de-
ployed by the department 
seven times. 

Iowa City Police Chief 
Dustin Liston wrote in a 
memo to the Iowa City City 
Council that out of those 
seven incidents, four have 
occurred in the Iowa City 
south district, which has a 
higher proportion of resi-
dents of color.  

Iowa City Mayor Bruce 
Teague previously sup-
ported getting rid of the 
MRAP vehicle altogether 
at a city council meeting in 
the summer.

cooper-worth@uiowa.edu

The Johnson County Sheriff’s Office is requesting funding from the Board of Supervisors to replace
the department’s Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected vehicle with a Lenco BearCat.

Scott Ash/Now News Group
The Milwaukee County Sheriff ’s Lenco BearCat (armored vehicle) is seen during the Sussex Touch-a-Truck event on Sept. 10, 2018.

http://www.prizesudoku.com
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Caleb McCullough
Executive Editor

With the passing of the 
federal infrastructure bill, 
Iowa internet providers are 
looking to cash in on the 
third large round of govern-
ment funding for broadband 
in a year as the specifics of 
the process remain uncertain.

At least $100 million of 
the $65 billion in broadband 
money allocated by the fed-
eral government in Novem-
ber is coming to Iowa. What 
that money can be spent on, 
though, is still up in the air.

President Joe Biden signed 
the federal infrastructure 
bill, one of his top legislative 
priorities, on Nov. 15. The 
bill included money for road 
improvements, broadband, 
water quality improvements, 
and a host of other initiatives. 
Of Iowa’s congressional dele-
gation, Democratic Rep. Cin-
dy Axne and Republican Sen. 
Chuck Grassley were the only 
ones to vote for the bill.

Less than a month after 
the signing of the bill, a lot 
remains uncertain about the 
specifics of how the money 
will be allocated and what 
rules will be applied to it, in-
ternet providers said. The bill 
requires that grants be given 
based on maps by the Federal 
Communications Commis-
sion outlined in the DATA Act 
passed in March 2020. A year 
and a half later, those maps 
still haven’t been drawn.

Chuck Deisbeck, CEO of 
South Slope in North Lib-
erty, said the company is 
starting to look into wheth-
er the federal infrastructure 
bill can fit into its expansion 
plan. South Slope provides 
internet to areas in Johnson 
and Linn Counties.

 Without the final map 
and full details of the grants, 
Deisbeck said South Slope is 
trying to determine through 
consulting and other pre-
liminary data where it may 
be able to build using the 

infrastructure bill money.
“There’s a lot of informa-

tion flowing in, and we’re 
trying to decipher from 
one consultant to anoth-
er, where we think some of 
that mapping and some of 
those funds might be com-
ing from, so it’s a little bit of 
overload right now,” Deis-
beck said. 

The current FCC maps 
that outline where cover-
age is lacking are notori-
ous for being inaccurate. 
To address this, Congress 
passed the DATA Act in 
2020, which was co-spon-
sored by former Rep. Dave 
Loebsack, D-Iowa.  

The maps required by the 
DATA Act will be more gran-
ular, with the ability to drill 
down specific locations and 
households not served by 
high-speed internet, Iowa 
Communications Alliance 
CEO Dave Duncan said.

“We’ll have a much bet-
ter view of which locations 
are served and which are 
not served, so the funding 
can be targeted to those 
non-served locations,” 
Duncan said.

As of now, both the state 
and federal maps are based 
on census blocks, small sta-
tistical areas that contain 
between 600 and 3,000 peo-
ple. If one house in a census 
block is served with broad-
band, that block is consid-
ered served, even if the rest 
of it does not have access, 
Duncan said.

“Nobody that’s a broad-
band provider has used 
census blocks as a determi-
nation as to where to build 
or where to their customer 
base is or anything,” he said. 
“The feds have just used 
that as a way to measure.”

But internet providers 
may have to wait a while 
before they see those maps. 
The FCC has faced chal-
lenges in accurately map-
ping millions of addresses 
and properties across the 

country, according to a 
September Government 
Accountability Office re-
port. Providers said they 
don’t expect the maps to be 
available until late spring or 
summer 2022, meaning they 
likely won’t see the grants 
until next fall.

Along with the map un-
certainty, the specific stipu-
lations of the federal grants 
haven’t been sorted out yet, 
Deisbeck said, which also 
makes planning more diffi-
cult. While the broad strokes 
of the program are defined, 
the details aren’t laid out. 

One requirement is that 
the companies receiving 
grants provide “affordable” 
broadband, but Diesbeck 
said that hasn’t been de-
fined. 

“Who’s determining 
what’s affordable?” he 
said. “So, we gotta be very 

careful on what we would 
be agreeing to, so those 
are the types of things that 
we’re looking at.”

Internet providers are 
used to having to work 
around different rules and 
maps, Duncan said. Over the 
past couple years, broadband 
grants have been given out 
by the state, the federal gov-
ernment, and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, all 
with different requirements.

“What happens is these 
providers have hopefully 
done some background re-
search on areas that they’d 
like to expand to, and then 
they hope that those ar-
eas match up with what 
the map shows as eligible,” 
Duncan said. 

Scott Havel, general man-
ager of Sharon Telephone 
Company in Washington 
County, said providers can 

make a general plan for 
where they might want to 
build out, but that it will 
likely change once the map 
and rules are finalized. 

“You might have to pull 
some census blocks right 
out of the middle of where 
you’re planning to build,” 
he said. 

Often, providers will build 
lines to those houses any-
way using their own money, 
Havel said.

“That’s kind of how 
we’ve approached our 
grants is … ‘Okay, this area 
isn’t eligible, but if I get this 
grant, I’m going to be a mile 
away from 20 houses, so I’ll 
go ahead and build out to 
those on my own,’” he said.

Not every internet pro-
vider is likely to be eligible 
for the infrastructure bill 
cash. The program is de-
signed to target the least 
served households in the 
country, prioritizing ar-
eas that don’t have avail-
able speeds of 25 megabits 
download and three mega-
bits upload. 

For municipal utilities that 
provide broadband, that lev-
el is already met inside most 
cities, said Alex Cutchey, 
director of governmental af-
fairs for the Iowa Association 
of Municipal Utilities. 

“We end up finding that 
a lot of municipal utilities 
can’t take advantage of any 
of the broadband grants be-
cause there is at least some 
existing telecommunica-
tion broadband provider 
within the census tract that 
is at least providing that 
minimum standard of 25 
down, three up,” he said. 

Even before the infra-
structure bill, Iowa internet 

providers had seen a wind-
fall of government money 
in the past year to expand 
their networks and close 
the digital divide. The quest 
for widespread broadband 
has been on the policy 
agenda of both political 
parties at the state level for 
years, and Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds made it a major 
policy goal in the last legis-
lative session. 

According to a November 
report from broadbandnow.
com, Iowa ranks 36th in the 
nation on several metrics 
for internet quality. About 
11 percent of the state’s 
residents don’t have access 
to non-satellite broadband. 
In average internet speed, 
the state ranks 48th at 144 
megabits per second, with 
only California and Mon-
tana falling below. 

While the push for rural 
broadband was around be-
fore 2020, the COVID-19 
pandemic exposed the ne-
cessity for reliable internet, 
Heart of Iowa Communica-
tions General Manager Bry-
an Amundson said.

“We have a lot of folks 
that live in rural areas, and 
they either work from home 
or have kids that have 
homework to be done,” he 
said. “Especially these last 
few years of the pandemic 
just shows that broadband 
for the rural folks is just as 
important as it is for the 
city urban folks.”

In May, Reynolds signed 
a bill into law devoting 
nearly $100 million to 
rural broadband grants. 
Reynolds then directed 
$200 million from the fed-
eral American Rescue Plan 
to award grants to internet 
providers this fall, and ap-
plications for those grants 
closed last month. Grants 
have also been awarded by 
the USDA and the Nation-
al Telecommunications 
and Information Adminis-
tration.

That makes for an excit-
ing, but sometimes com-
plicated, time to be in the 
business, Amundson said.

“It makes it a little bit 
more difficult when you 
get to the application pro-
cess to make sure you’re 
following the right ones,” 
he said. “You don’t get 
your P’s and Q’s mixed up.”

No one is quite sure 
whether the recent push 
will be enough to get 
broadband to every corner 
of the state, but experts 
agreed that Iowa will see a 
dramatic increase in cov-
erage once the money is 
dispersed. Havel said he’s 
hopeful that the $65 billion 
provided in the bill will be 
enough to cover almost all 
of the country.

“With what’s in that 
bill, depending on how it’s 
allocated, I can’t hardly 
imagine that that wouldn’t 
cover most of the country,” 
he said. “I’m sure there’s 
gonna be some outlying 
areas… but I think the 
funding that’s in that bill 
is gonna go a long way to 
cover broadband for the 
entire country.”

caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

Federal broadband dollars coming to Iowa
A $65 billion investment in rural broadband was included in the federal infrastructure bill,

but a slow mapping process has obscured where that money can be spent in Iowa.
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In December 2020, 
the Office of the 
Chief Information 
Officer awarded 
$50 million to 71 
applicants using 
federal CARES Act 
money.

Also in December 
2020, the Office of 
the Chief Informa-
tion Officer award-
ed $5 million to 13 
applicants using 
state funding.
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In March 2021, The 
Office of the Chief 
Information Officer 
provided $15.45 
million in grants to 
14 applications to 
provide 100/100, 
50/5, or 25/3 
speeds.

The Iowa Legisla-
ture appropriated 
$97.5 million in 
spring 2021 to 
broadband pro-
grams. The funds 
were spread among 
39 applications in 
September.

The Office of the 
Chief Information 
Officer announced 
$200 million in 
grants from the 
American Rescue 
Plan in October. 
The funds have not 
yet been awarded.

Mark Hoffman/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
People work on a fiber network at WIN Technology in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. Owned by 31 mostly small telephone companies, WIN Technologiy has a 
three-state network that covers much of Iowa.

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
The South Slope Cooperative building in seen in North Liberty on Saturday.

Source: Iowa Office of the Chief Information Officer
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
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“You can sit and dwell on it, or 
you can get up and move on.”

— Linebacker Seth Benson on Iowa 
football’s loss

QB Alex Padilla’s passing yards on 10 
completions

STAT OF THE DAY

One B1G disappointment

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa running back Tyler Goodson walks off the field after the Big Ten Championship game between No. 13 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis on Saturday. The Wolverines became Big Ten Champions after 
defeating the Hawkeyes, 42-3. 

Austin Hanson
Sports Editor

INDIANAPOLIS — Confetti began to 
fall from the rafters at Lucas Oil Stadi-
um on Saturday night as a defeated Iowa 
football team retreated to the venue’s 
home tunnel. In their classic swarm 
fashion, the Hawkeyes trotted back to 

the locker room, hand-in-hand.
Soon after Iowa barreled down the 

tunnel, Michigan hoisted the Amos 
Alonzo Stagg Trophy, celebrating an 
outright Big Ten Conference title, a Col-
lege Football Playoff berth, and a 42-3 
win over Iowa.

Lack of offense strikes … again Grading 
Iowa’s loss to 
Michigan

Iowa lost to Michigan, 42-3, in the Big Ten Championship 
Game Saturday night.

With the Rose Bowl now out of reach, Iowa will play 
Kentucky in the Citrus Bowl on Jan. 1.
Robert Read
Pregame Editor

INDIANAPOLIS — The Iowa football 
team’s 42-3 loss to Michigan on Saturday 
cost the Hawkeyes a chance to play in the 
Rose Bowl. So, instead of Pasadena, Iowa’s 
postseason bowl is in Orlando, Florida.

Iowa will play Kentucky in the Citrus Bowl 

on Jan. 1. The game will air at noon on ABC.
“Congratulations to coach Kirk Ferentz, 

our football student-athletes, and the en-
tire staff on a Big Ten West Championship, 
10-win season and our invitation to the 
VRBO Citrus Bowl,” Iowa athletics director 
Gary Barta said in a release. “One of the 

Iowa’s defense and special teams units weren't perfect against 
Michigan, but it was the offense that let down the Hawkeyes.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa offensive coordinator Brian Ferentz with Iowa quarterback Spencer Petras during the Big Ten Championship game 
between No. 13 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, Indiana, on Saturday. 

Robert Read
Pregame Editor

INDIANAPOLIS — Leftover maize and 
blue confetti sprinkled the turf at Lucas 
Oil Stadium in the hours after Saturday’s 
Big Ten Championship Game. The stands 
were empty. Event staff members hurried-
ly started removing the “Iowa” lettering 
and Tigerhawk logo from one of the end 
zones to prepare the venue for the next 
Colts game. 

Mercifully, both for Iowa and the Hawk-
eye fans subject to watching the game, 
signs of four-plus hours of domination 
were starting to disappear as the end zone 
was scrubbed clean.

Those workers could teach Iowa a thing 
or two about spending time in the end 
zone. 

Apparently, the 123rd best offense in 
the nation is enough to win the Big Ten 
West. A Big Ten championship, though? 
Not so much.

No. 13 Iowa (10-3 overall, 7-3 Big Ten) 
suffered the program’s worst postseason 
loss ever and surrendered its most points 
since the 2016 Rose Bowl in an embarrass-

ing 42-3 defeat to No. 2 Michigan (12-1, 
9-1). Iowa still hasn’t won the Big Ten 
outright since 1985, or at all since tying 
for the title in 2004. Iowa’s defense wasn’t 
great against Michigan, and its special 
teams made crucial errors.

However, the lingering thought after 
the latest dud of an offensive performance 
was how this Hawkeye team even won 10 
games with one of the worst offenses in 
recent memory.

“As you can imagine, obviously disap-
pointed when you put so much work into 
it and it doesn’t go as you planned,” said 
Iowa quarterback Alex Padilla, who took 
over for Spencer Petras in the second half 
after the starter suffered some sort of tor-
so injury.

Has Iowa’s plan really done much good 
this season, though?

The Hawkeyes started the season 6-0 
and reached No. 2 in the Associated Press 
Poll. Then, in its last seven games, Iowa 
scored nine offensive touchdowns. Nine. 
Over 13 games, Iowa is averaging 297.5 
yards per game, the lowest in 23 years un-

Performances in all three 
phases were lacking against 
the Wolverines.

INDIANAPOLIS — Daily Iowan Pregame Editor 
Robert Read graded the Iowa football team’s per-
formance in all three phases after the Hawkeyes’ 
42-3 loss to Michigan in the Big Ten Champion-
ship Game on Saturday.

Offense  

Might as well start by getting this one out of the 
way. Iowa didn’t score any touchdowns against 
Michigan. Neither quarterback was particularly 
potent in leading the Hawkeye offense. Spencer 
Petras was 9-of-22 before being benched with an 
injury to his “torso.” Somewhat miraculously, Alex 
Padilla completed 10 passes, but only threw for 38 
yards.

Iowa’s running game was largely nonexistent 
(3.2 yards per carry) until garbage time. But, hey, 
they set up a lot of punts and flipped field posi-
tion (sighs). Yeah, everyone noticed the punts in 
the fourth quarter while the Hawkeyes trailed by 
multiple scores.

Defense  

Iowa’s defense allowed its first run of over 30 
yards all season, two scores of over 60 yards, and 
six total touchdowns on the day. The Hawkeyes al-
lowed their most points since the 2016 Rose Bowl, 
which I’m sure is bringing back some nasty mem-
ories for certain fans. The Hawkeye defense settled 
down after allowing two early scores and gave Io-
wa’s offense plenty of chances to come back from 
a 14-3 deficit. Well, that didn’t happen.

Special teams
Not even special teams could save Iowa this 

week.
Kicker Caleb Shudak missed a 33-yard field goal 

on Iowa’s first possession that cost the Hawkeyes 
from ever having a lead. Punter Tory Taylor had a 
punt blocked. Charlie Jones didn’t look right as a 
punt returner. Nothing went right here, and noth-
ing went right for the Hawkeyes.

robert-read@uiowa.edu

COLUMN REPORT CARD
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The Hawkeyes fell to Michigan, 42-
3, in the Big Ten Championship Game 
on Saturday night. Iowa football is the 
Big Ten West Division Champions and 
conference runner-ups.
Turning Point

The Hawkeyes had a chance to 
take an early lead on their first offen-
sive drive of the game. Iowa’s defense 
forced a Michigan three-and-out to 
start the game, and its offense was 
settling for a field goal on its first drive 
after making its way into the red zone.

Then, for only the fourth time all 
season, Shudak missed. The sixth-
year senior’s 33-yard field goal was no 
good, preventing the Hawkeyes from 
going up 3-0 early in the first quarter. 
Iowa never came close to taking the 
lead again. Michigan scored touch-
downs on its next two offensive drives 
(on-back-to-back plays) to jump out 
to a 14-0 lead. Iowa’s offense made it 
inside Michigan’s 15-yard line on three 
separate occasions on Saturday. The 
Hawkeyes scored three combined 
points on those drives.
Iowa sets interception 
record

The Hawkeyes intercepted two  of 
the Wolverines’ passes — one from 
Cade McNamara and one from J.J. Mc-
Carthy — giving Iowa 24 on the season, 
tying a single-season program record.

Iowa linebacker Jack Campbell re-
corded his second interception of the 
season with 17 seconds remaining in 
the first quarter, when the Hawkeyes 
only trailed 14-3. The Hawkeyes were 
forced to punt after getting the ball 
near midfield after Campbell’s pick, 
though. Iowa cornerback Jermari Har-
ris recorded his third interception of 
the season on a hail mary attempt on 
the final play of the first half.

Iowa’s 24 interceptions tie it for the 
most by a Power Five team in a single 
season since 2014.
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Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa fans wave rags in the air during the Big Ten Championship game between No. 13 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis on Saturday. A Big Ten Championship Record of 67,183 fans attended the game. 

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
A Michigan fan celebrates during the Big Ten Championship game between No. 13 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis on Saturday. 

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz walks down the sideline during the Big Ten Championship game between No. 13 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, on Saturday. 
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No. 15 Iowa (10-3 overall, 7-3 Big Ten) 
suffered the program’s worst postsea-
son loss and allowed its most points in 
a game since the 2016 Rose Bowl in a 
42-3 loss to No. 2 Michigan (12-1, 9-1) 
in the Big Ten Championship Game at 
Lucas Oil Stadium on Saturday.

42   -   3
WOLVERINES HAWKEYES



    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2021 SPORTS 3B

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh holds up the Big Ten Championship trophy during the Big Ten Championship game between No. 13 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis on Saturday. 

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa quarterback Spencer Petras gets sacked by Michigan defensive end Aidan Hutchinson during the Big Ten Championship game between No. 13 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis on Saturday. 
Hutchinson recorded one sack.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Michigan wide receiver Roman Wilson carries the ball to the end zone for a touchdown during the Big Ten Championship game between No. 13 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, on Saturday. Wilson 
caught two passes for 82 yards and a touchdown.
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“It hurts,” Iowa tight 
end Sam LaPorta said 
postgame. “You know, 
the team has been work-
ing for a moment like this 
since January — for a lot 
of these guys, four, five, 
six years. It hurts more 
than anything to work so 
hard and fall quite a ways 
short.”

Before Saturday, the 
Hawkeyes hadn’t made 
a trip to Indianapolis for 
a Big Ten Championship 
Game since 2015, when 
they lost to the Michigan 
State Spartans, 16-13.

Given the gap between 
Iowa’s two appearanc-
es in the conference ti-
tle game, Hawkeye head 
coach Kirk Ferentz em-
phasized that his 2021 
team has achieved some 
pretty impressive feats.

“I told them after the 
game that we’re extreme-
ly proud of them,” Fer-
entz said of his team. 
“They can be very proud 
of themselves and walk 
out there, heads held 
high. Tonight’s disap-
pointing, and when you 
compete, sometimes it 
doesn’t work out the way 
you want. Sometimes, it 
works out like this, and 
this wasn’t much fun.

“It’s one game out of 
13, right? We still got one 
to go,” Ferentz added. 
“You can’t take the sting 
out of the loss. That’s 
impossible. We’ll go back 
to work at the end of the 
week and try to be really 
smart about how we treat 
things mentally, more 
so than even physically, 
with our team as we move 

forward and get ourselves 
ready to play our best in 
the last ball game here.”

The 10-win, outright 
Big Ten West Champi-
on Hawkeyes now face a 
three-week break before 
they play their next game.

This is the second time 
Iowa has faced an extend-
ed break after a loss. Be-
fore their bye week, the 
Hawkeyes fell to the Pur-

due Boilermakers, 24-7, 
Oct. 16 at Kinnick Stadi-
um.

Iowa followed its loss 
to Purdue with a 27-7 de-
feat at the hands of Wis-
consin at Camp Randall 
Stadium Oct. 30.

Despite the loss in the 
league championship, the 
Hawkeyes are focused on 
flushing the contest from 
their memory and prepar-

ing for the bowl game.
“I mean, it’s tough,” ju-

nior linebacker Seth Ben-
son said. “But I think, in 
life, you got a choice each 
and every day you wake 
up . . . and the sun’s going 
to come up pretty early 
tomorrow. You’ve got two 
choices. You can sit and 
sulk about it, or you can 
get up and move on.

“We got another game 

left,” Benson added. “I’m 
super excited to play an-
other game with all these 
guys. I think you just got-
ta be optimistic. Obvious-
ly, it sucks right now. But 
yeah, just keep moving 
forward.”

With a win in Satur-
day’s Big Ten Champion-
ship Game, the Hawkeyes 
likely would’ve been 
headed to the Rose Bowl 

in Pasadena, California, 
to take on Pac-12 Cham-
pion Utah on Jan. 1.

Instead, Iowa will par-
take in the Citrus Bowl at 
Camping World Stadium 
in Orlando, Florida. Iowa 
will take on the Kentucky. 
Kickoff between Iowa and 
Kentucky is set for noon 
on Jan. 1.

austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

LOSS
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most memorable Hawkeye 
football moments occurred 
at this bowl in 2005 and I 
know our fans are excited 
to relive those experienc-
es. We have had wonderful 
Hawkeye fan support all 
season long and I am con-
fident this will continue in 
sunny Florida. 

“We want to thank Steve 
Hogan and Florida Citrus 

Sports for the invitation to 
participate and we look for-
ward to our visit to Orlando.”

The last time Iowa played 
a bowl game in Orlando was 
Jan. 1, 2005, in what was 
then known as the Capital 
One Bowl. A 56-yard touch-
down pass from Iowa quar-
terback Drew Tate to wide 
receiver Warren Holloway 
as time expired provided the 
Hawkeyes with a win over 
LSU, who was then coached 
by current Alabama head 
coach Nick Saban.

The Citrus Bowl is a 
matchup between the high-
est-ranked Big Ten and 
SEC teams not playing in 
New Year’s Six bowls. The 
Hawkeyes were ranked No. 
15 in the College Football 
Playoff rankings released on 
Sunday, while the Wildcats 
came in at No. 22.

“We’re really excited to 
have this opportunity,” Fer-
entz said. “I’m one of the 
few people around here who 
remembers the trip [for the 
2005 game]. It was such a 

great experience. Everyone 
had a great time in Orlan-
do. We’re thrilled to be back 
there. It’s been quite a while. 
And then beyond that, the 
chance to play a team like 
Kentucky — an outstanding 
SEC program.”

Both Iowa (10-3 overall, 
7-3 Big Ten) and Kentucky 
(9-3 overall, 5-3 SEC) started 
their seasons 6-0 before suf-
fering their first losses.

The Hawkeyes were 
ranked No. 2 in the country 
before losing back-to-back 

games to Purdue and Wis-
consin by double-digits. 
Iowa won its final four games 
of the regular season and, 
in the process, the Big Ten 
West. Kentucky lost three 
straight games to Georgia, 
Mississippi State, and Ten-
nessee midway through the 
season. The Wildcats won 
their final three games of 
the regular season after that 
losing streak.

Kentucky is coached by 
Mark Stoops, an Iowa defen-
sive back from 1986-88 who 

also served as a graduate 
assistant under former Iowa 
head coach Hayden Fry.

The Hawkeyes have never 
faced Kentucky in program 
history.  Iowa is 6-5 all-
time in bowl games against 
current Southeastern Con-
ference opponents. The 
Hawkeyes have lost four of 
their last five games against 
SEC opponents. Iowa did 
win its last matchup with 
an SEC team. Ferentz’s team 
defeated Mississippi State, 
27-22, in the 2019 Outback 
Bowl.

Iowa enters the game 
having won three consec-
utive bowl games for the 
second time in program 
history. The 2020 Music 
City Bowl in which Iowa 
was scheduled to play was 
canceled because Missou-
ri, Iowa’s opponent, pulled 
out of the game due to pos-
itive COVID-19 tests within 
its program. The Hawkeyes 
are 17-15-1 all-time in 
bowl games.

“Being able to go home 
will be a good opportunity,” 
said first team All-Big Ten 
defensive back Dane Belton, 
who is from Tampa, Florida. 
“I feel like we got a good 
bowl. We had an opportuni-
ty to go to a better bowl, but 
this is a great opportunity 
for our team.”

The Hawkeyes will be 
considered the away team in 
this year's Citrus Bowl. Iowa 
will be on the West sideline 
of Camping World Stadium 
during the game.

Brett McMurphy of The 
Action Network projected 
Kentucky as a two-point fa-
vorite over Iowa.

Iowa State will also be 
playing its bowl game in 
Orlando. The Cyclones take 
on Clemson in the Cheez-It 
Bowl on Dec. 29.

robert-read@uiowa.edu

CITRUS BOWL
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der Kirk Ferentz. 
Rushing the ball? Iowa 

averages 3.27 yards per 
attempt (worst since 
2004). Passing? Only 
6.17 yards per attempt 
(worst since 2012). Iowa 
has two passing touch-
downs in its last seven 
games. The Hawkeyes 
are only completing 54.3 
percent of their passes 
(worst since 2007) and 
are being outgained by 
45 yards per game.

Among all 130 FBS 
teams, only Indiana (2-
10), Temple (3-9), Navy 
(3-8), Southern Missis-
sippi (3-9), Connecticut 
(1-11), Colorado (4-8) 
and New Mexico (3-9) 
are ranked below Iowa 
in terms of total offense.

Saturday was just the 
latest example of Iowa’s 
offensive dysfunction.

Iowa ran 26 plays in 

Michigan territory and 
scored three (3) points 
the whole game in front 
of a Big Ten champion-
ship record 67,183 fans. 
Are refunds available? 
A halfback pass from 
Gavin Williams that was 
intended for fullback 
Monte Pottebaum on Io-
wa’s first offensive drive 
was probably the closest 
the Hawkeyes came to 
scoring a touchdown.

“The red zone is hard 
as it is because the field 
is so shrunk with so 
many people in a con-
densed area,” said tight 
end Sam LaPorta, who 
caught six passes for 62 
yards against Michigan. 
“A lot of good play calls, 
you can put those out 
the window. It’s a much 
different play book than 
the rest of the field. 
But I don’t know, it just 
seems the last couple 
weeks we couldn’t real-
ly get much going in the 
red zone, which hurts.”

And sure, Iowa’s of-
fense wasn’t alone in 
struggling on Saturday.

The Hawkeye defense 
allowed 451 yards and 
six touchdowns, in-
cluding 60-plus-yard 
scores on consecutive 
Wolverine plays in the 
first quarter. On spe-
cial teams, kicker Caleb 
Shudak missed an early 
field goal, and Tory Tay-
lor had a punt blocked. 
But those two phases of 
the game settled in for 
Iowa. The Hawkeyes had 
the ball five times after 
going down 14-3. Iowa 
punted on all five of 
those possessions.

Iowa’s defense, after 
allowing early big plays, 
forced two turnovers in 
the second quarter and 
stalled the Wolverines 
briefly. Taylor started 
pinning Michigan back 
deep in its own territo-
ry.

But Iowa’s offense nev-
er showed up. Go figure.

A win on Saturday 
would have clinched 
Iowa a conference title 
and sent the Hawkeyes 
to the Rose Bowl. In-
stead, Iowa suffered its 
worst loss since 1999.

Ferentz’s team over-
achieved and won 10 
games, making a Jan. 1 
bowl game in the pro-
cess, in spite of a hor-
rendous offense. A de-
fense that leads the 
nation in takeaways, 
combined with perhaps 
the best combination 
of punter, kicker, and 
return specialist in the 
nation, elevated Iowa 
above the average team 
it might actually be.

“I’m not sure the score 
is totally representa-
tive of the two teams, 
but that’s just the way 
it went tonight,” Fer-
entz said. “... A lot of it 
was Michigan’s defense. 
They’ve got a good de-
fense.”

Yes, Michigan’s de-

fense is good. But Satur-
day felt pretty represen-
tative of Iowa’s offense, 
didn’t it? 

Neither Petras nor Pa-
dilla looked particularly 
impressive under center 
and the run game was 
practically nonexistent. 
We may be at the point 
where the Hawkeyes 
should consider peeking 
into the transfer por-
tal for a QB. Offensive 
coordinator Brian Fer-
entz has been, well…
the numbers above an-
swer that. But really, 
he’s only doing what his 
father/boss is asking of 
him.

This column isn’t call-
ing for anyone’s job, or 
suggesting some revolu-
tionary style of offense.

But something needs 
to change. Iowa’s of-
fense can’t continue to 
look like this. Michigan 
brought in a new co-of-
fensive coordinator to 
help revamp the offense 

after struggles moving 
the ball last year. That 
seems to have worked 
out for the College 
Football Playoff-bound 
Wolverines. Iowa could 
learn a thing or two 
from that. Adapting an 
offense to your players 
and abandoning what 
isn’t working can be 
productive.

Year after year, the 
Hawkeyes produce elite 
defenses and reliable 
special teams units 
prone to making big 
plays. And the offense 
is just good enough to 
get to eight wins or so. 
That’s just who Iowa 
is. Maybe just once, 
though, having an of-
fense to rely on heading 
into big games would be 
nice for the Hawkeyes.

If Iowa wants to win 
crucial games like it 
played in on Saturday, it 
needs one.

robert-read@uiowa.edu
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Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Michigan defensive end Aidan Hutchinson celebrates a sack on Iowa quarterback Spencer Petras during the Big Ten Championship game between No. 13 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Lucas Oil 
Stadium in Indianapolis on Saturday. Hutchinson became Michigan’s all time leader in sacks last week. The Wolverines became Big Ten Champions after defeating the Hawkeyes, 42-3.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa running back Gavin Williams attempts to carry the ball past Michigan's defense during the Big Ten Championship game between No. 13 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis on Saturday. Williams rushed for 56 yards on 12 carries. 
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