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Iowa FIJI, former members 
sued over alleged assault

Two former members of Iowa’s Phi Gamma Delta Chapter have been 
named in a lawsuit over an alleged sexual assault in September 2020.

Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
People stand in front of Phi Delta Gamma during a protest following sexual assault allegations against the University of Iowa’s 
chapter of Phi Delta Gamma on Aug. 31.

Caleb McCullough
Executive Editor 

A woman who alleges she was 
sexually assaulted at the Iowa 
Phi Gamma Delta house in Sep-
tember of 2020 is suing the fra-
ternity and two former members, 
as well as the national Phi Gam-
ma Delta Educational Founda-
tion over the incident. 

Court documents filed Tues-
day allege that Makéna Solberg, 
a University of Iowa student, was 
sexually assaulted by two mem-
bers of the fraternity while at-
tending a party at the FIJI house 
at 303 Ellis Ave. in Iowa City on 
Sept. 4-5. 

The Daily Iowan received per-
mission to use Solberg’s name in 
its reporting.

The lawsuit seeks compensa-
tion for damages and punitive 
damages toward the defen-
dants. The damages listed in 
the filings include: 

•  Past mental and phys-

ical pain and suffering; 
Future mental and phys-
ical pain and suffering; 
Past full loss of mind and 
body;

•  Future loss of full mind 
and body;

•  Loss of future earning ca-
pacity; Loss of earnings;

•  Past and future medical 
expenses

Court documents provide 
more details about the alleged 
assault that sparked nights of 
protest on the University of Iowa 
campus against the fraternity. 
As the DI previously reported, 
police received a complaint of 
a sexual assault from Solberg in 
September of 2020 and executed 
multiple search warrants against 
the fraternity and the two ac-
cused men.

The documents allege that the 
two men accused in the lawsuit 
planned to lead Solberg into one 
of their rooms. When Solberg 
complained of feeling sick, the 

documents say, one of the men 
offered her water and led her to 
his room.

The documents then say the 
men engaged in sexual activity 
with Solberg without her con-
sent, and say the alleged assault 
happened “while she was in an 
intoxicated, physically impaired, 
and physically vulnerable state 
of which Defendants Steffen and 
Meloan were aware or should 
have been aware.”

While the alleged assault was 
going on, the documents say 
the men recorded the incident 
without Solberg’s consent. The 
documents say that the two 
men caused video and photo-
graphs of the alleged assault to 
be shared among members of 
the fraternity.

Other members of Iowa FIJI, 
including officers, told mem-
bers to delete the material and 
not to report the incident, the 

Health experts 
urge vaccinations 
as respiratory virus 
cases climb

As COVID cases increase, 
there are also more cases of 
other respiratory illnesses.

Lillian Poulsen
News Reporter

Testing centers and public health experts 
in Johnson County are seeing more cases of 
other respiratory illnesses compared to last 
year while COVID-19 numbers rise because 
of the contagious delta variant. 

Johnson County is considered an area of 
high transmission of COVID-19, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. The CDC recommends that every-
one wear a mask in public, indoor settings.

On Oct. 25, there were 188 cases reported 
in Johnson County in the last seven days, 
according to the CDC. The case rate per 
100,000 is 124.39 for the county and there’s 
a 5.37 percent positivity rate. 

While these numbers continue to re-
main high, Bradley Ford, clinical associate 
professor of pathology in the University of 
Iowa Carver College of Medicine, said cases 
of other respiratory illnesses are also in-
creasing in the community.

“The most remarkable thing about last 
year is there were no respiratory virus-
es circulating, meaning there wasn’t a flu 
season,” Ford said. “This year we’ve seen a 
lot of respiratory viruses — we’re seeing as 
many common cold, RSV, and parainfluen-
za cases as we’ve ever seen.”

Ford said this year has hit a peak number 
of cases, dating back to 2017 when he start-
ed working in the UI Hospitals and Clinics 
Pathology Lab.

Last year, there were almost no cases of 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus, known as RSV, 
compared to 45 to 50 per day this year, Ford 
said. RSV behaves like a common cold and 
causes mild symptoms, but it can be dan-
gerous for older adults and young children 
who aren’t cleared to be vaccinated, he 
said.

Jennifer Miller, Johnson County Public 
Health disease prevention specialist, said 
the county hasn’t seen any flu cases yet 
this season, but recommends people get 
the vaccine as soon as possible.

“We’ve seen more cases of RSV, common 
cold, and other respiratory viruses than we 
saw last year,” Miller said. “This goes to 
show that people were masking and being 
more attentive to social distancing and 
more cautious about being around other 
people.”

Despite the increase in respiratory virus-
es, Miller said it isn’t concerning. After see-

New voting rules cause absentee ballot headaches for auditors
With nine fewer days for early voting, Johnson County auditor’s office staff say

there’s less time to get issues sorted out before election day.

Students talk local election 
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Rylee Wilson
Managing Editor

New deadlines for ab-
sentee ballots are creating 
hang-ups for some coun-
ties, including Johnson 

County. 
A law signed by Iowa Gov. 

Kim Reynolds in March 
shortened Iowa’s early vot-
ing period from 29 to 20 
days. 

Absentee ballots can be 

mailed by a county auditor’s 
office on the first day of ear-
ly voting, 20 days ahead of 
an election. 

Johnson County Elections 
Technician John Deeth said 
the new deadlines leave lit-

tle time to correct problems 
like a mail delivery issue or 
a forgotten signature on a 
ballot. 

“If we can mail ballots 
earlier, then problems turn 
up earlier, and then there’s 

more time to fix them,” 
Deeth said. “If you’re not 
finding out that somebody’s 
got a mail delivery problem 
until 11, 12 days before the 

ABSENTEE | Page 2A

Many University of Iowa students are unaware of the upcoming elections 
for seats in city council and school board. 

Sam Knupp
News Reporter

Some University of Iowa 
students are planning 
to vote in the upcoming 
Iowa City City Council and 
school board election, but 
many are unaware of the 
election being held next 
week. The Daily Iowan talk-
ed to 21 students on Tues-
day about their thoughts 
on the election.

UI student Jan Burns said 
he knew about the upcom-
ing election on Nov. 2 but 
had no intention of voting.

“I’m not an Iowa resi-
dent, so I’m not really well 
versed,” he said, “I’m from 
Puerto Rico, so there’s a 
difference there.”

UI anthropology doctoral 

student Caleb Klipowicz, a 
member of the Campaign 
to Organize Graduate Stu-
dents, said he is voting in 
this local election. Klipo-
wicz said he’s planning on 
researching the candidates 
this weekend to make an 
informed decision based 
on whose policies he agrees 
with.

Klipowicz said he wants 
candidates who support 
movements like Black Lives 
Matter and policies like de-
funding the police. While 
he doesn’t think the in-
cumbents are very aligned 
with his preferences, he 
said he thinks the alterna-
tives aren’t all that great 
either.

On what he looks for 
in a city council or school 

board member, Klipowicz 
said, “I’m pretty political-
ly minded, so many of the 
candidates who are going 
back up for reelection, I’m 
considering how they han-
dled the past year.”

Klipowicz said he cares 
about the election, but 
no one he’s seen has real-
ly stuck out and won him 
over.

UI first-year graduate 
student Katie Westermey-
er, who is from and lives in 
Iowa City, said she plans to 
vote in Tuesday’s election.

On what makes a good 
candidate, she said, “Espe-
cially being a student here, 
I think just to care [about] 
what it means to be in a 
college town and how we’re 
supported.  Because I think 

our demographic might be 
overlooked, because we’re 
not considered full-time 
residents,” she said. 

Westermeyer said she 
found out about the elec-
tion through the UI’s Un-
dergraduate Student Gov-
ernment’s Instagram page.  
“I had not seen any other 
advertising campaigning 
besides that,” she said

Some students, however, 
aren’t planning to vote in 
this November election.  Of 
the students who said they 
weren’t planning on voting, 
most said they weren’t aware 
of the election, they were 
from out of town, or that they 
didn’t think their vote would 
make a difference.
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Caleb Klipowicz : “Many 
of the candidates 
who are going back 
up for reelection, I’m 
considering how they 
handled the past year.”

Melina Hegelheimer: 
“I don’t feel super 
affected by [the] Iowa 
City Community School 
District, and I guess I 
don’t really know what’s 
going on there, either.”

80 Hours: Witching Hour
On Nov. 5 and 6, the Englert The-
atre and Little Village Magazine 
are hosting the annual Witching 
Hour festival. The festival features 
a variety of visual art, music, and 
literature, along with an exhibit by 
American composer Tim Story’s 
called Mobius Strips, an interac-
tive sculpture that creates music 
based on audience interaction.

Page 3B

Student Spotlight: UIMB 
Golden Girls
The University of Iowa Marching 
Band, historically having one Gold-
en Girl, has two taking the field this 
football season. Senior Golden Girl 
Kylene Spanbauer, who has been 
the Golden Girl for four years, and 
recent addition Junior Golden Girl 
Ella McDaniel, have developed rela-
tionship akin to sisters during their 
time in the marching band.

Page 3B

Denise Martinez named 
associate VP for health 
parity
Denise Martinez, current associ-
ate dean for the University of Iowa 
Carver College of Medicine, was 
selected as UI Health Care’s first 
interim associate vice president 
for health parity. Martinez will fo-
cus on retention and patient-pro-
vider relationships, among others.

dailyiowan.com

UI Health Care adds two 
vaccines to booster pro-
gram
The UI Health Care added Moderna 
and Johnson & Johnson vaccines to 
the booster program for UI health 
care faculty and staff on Tuesday. 
Eligible faculty and staff include 
those who received their second 
shot of Pfizer or Moderna and their 
single dose from Johnson & John-
son at least six months ago.

dailyiowan.com

The Daily Iowan will host its sec-
ond Community Chat this Friday at 
10 a.m. via Zoom, focusing on re-
porting on traumatic experiences. 
Panelists for this Friday are Uni-
versity of Iowa professor Meenak-
shi Gigi Durham and former DI 
reporter and current Quad City 
Times Lifestyle Reporter Brooklyn 
Draisey. Tune in, all are welcome!

http://StirlingshireofCoralville.com
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ing what Australia and other 
countries in the southern 
hemisphere experienced, 
public health experts ex-
pected to see an increase in 
respiratory viruses, she said. 

According to the Austra-
lian Government Depart-
ment of Health, there have 
been 550 cases of influenza 
reported since April 2020, 
compared to 3,000 to 25,000 
cases per week over the past 
several years.

For people experiencing 
runny noses, coughs, fevers, 
and other respiratory illness 
symptoms, Miller said it’s 
best to contact health care 
providers. From there, she 
said following through with 
recommendations for test-
ing is important.

“Most respiratory illness-
es are going to have a very 
similar presentation, which 
is what we see with COVID,” 
Miller said. “It’s hard to tell 
without testing unless you 
know about a specific expo-
sure that you’ve had.” 

People should get a flu 
shot, and they are wide-
ly available at pharmacies, 
hospitals, and other places, 
Miller said. Anybody who’s 

uninsured can make an ap-
pointment through Johnson 
County Public Health for a 
free flu vaccine, she said.

UI Student Health As-
sistant Director of Quality 
Improvement and Strategic 
Communications Lisa James 
said UI Student Health has 
a large supply of Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech vaccines. Now, UI 
Student Health is waiting 
for booster doses for Pfiz-
er, Moderna, and Johnson 
& Johnson, she said, which 
they hope to provide soon.

“Everyone should get a 
COVID shot as we head into 
the fall and winter flu sea-
son,” James said.  “Students 
should also get their flu 
shots, as recommended by 
the CDC.”

James said flu shots are 
available and cost $62, 
which is usually covered by 
insurance. She said students 
can also charge this fee to 
their U-Bill.  

Students can go to the 
Iowa Memorial Union Nurse 
Care Clinic without an ap-
pointment to get their flu 
vaccination, James said in 
a release. The hours are 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, and 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday. 

James said students can 

call the main clinic at West-
lawn, the main Student 
Health and Wellness loca-
tion, to schedule an appoint-
ment for a flu vaccination, 
which has the same hours as 
the IMU clinic.

Because of the increase in 
other respiratory illnesses, 
Ford said he’s hoping to see 
a lighter flu season from No-
vember until April.

“Nobody can really pre-
dict what a respiratory virus 
season will look like,” Ford 
said. “This year, no one has 

predictions, but we know the 
safest and best thing to do is 
get vaccinated.” 

Miller said the best way 
to protect yourself and your 
families is to get vaccinated.

“People can get the flu 
shot and the COVID vaccine 
at the same time,” Miller 
said. “Most people who are 
vaccinated and get infected 
will likely only have a minor 
illness compared to people 
who aren’t vaccinated.”

lillian-poulsen@uiowa.edu

Contributed
Medical laboratory scientist Yanwen Sun prepares to load samples into a 
QuantStudio, which is a real-time PCR system, while processing COVID-19 
test in the microbiology lab at University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics on 
Oct. 7.
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documents say. Search 
warrants from 2020 say 
police investigating the 
matter found a GroupMe 
message from someone 
identified as “possibly 
the fraternity President” 
to another member of the 
fraternity advising mem-
bers who received the 
images to delete them. 

The lawsuit was filed 
by Solberg’s lawyer, 
Eashaan Vajpeyi.

Beyond the two men in 
the fraternity, the law-
suit also names the Mu 
Deuteron Association of 
Phi Gamma Delta, which 
is the formal name for 
the Iowa FIJI chapter, 
and the Phi Gamma Delta 
Educational Foundation, 
Inc., an arm of the na-
tional Phi Gamma Delta 

organization as defen-
dants. 

Court documents say 
the two organizations 
failed to supervise their 
members and protect 
guests during an official 
function at the fraternity 
house. 

The documents further 
say members of the fra-
ternity “aided and abet-
ted” the two men accused 
of assault by sharing the 
photos and “directing 
their deletion to hide the 
acts, and instructing sol-
idarity in silence to its 
members which intended 
to, and have in fact, frus-
trated investigation into 
the sexual assault.”

Iowa City Public Safety 
Information Officer Lee 
Hermiston said a crim-
inal investigation into 
the alleged incident “re-
mains open and active.”

Petition sparked protests 
a year after alleged assault

After a petition circulat-
ed in August of this year 
detailing the assault alle-
gations, several nights of 
protest broke out in Iowa 
City calling for the remov-
al of the Iowa chapter of 
Phi Gamma Delta. Hun-
dreds of people gathered 
on the lawn of the frater-
nity house, some breaking 
down the door and break-
ing windows. 

The demonstartions fol-
lowed similar protests at 
the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln after multiple 
allegations of sexual as-
sault tied to the Phi Gam-
ma Delta fraternity there. 
The university suspended 
the fraternity at UNL in 
August.

In September, the Uni-
versity of Iowa’s Interfra-

ternity Council President 
Will Hochman wrote om 
a statement that the two 
members at Iowa’s chap-
ter had been removed from 
the fraternity in Septem-
ber of 2020. 

“Sexual assault or ha-
rassment is not something 
that the University nor the 
Interfraternity Council 
takes lightly, as it is unac-
ceptable and must be erad-
icated from our campus,” 
Hochman wrote in the 
statement. “On Septem-
ber 13th, 2020, Phi Gamma 
Delta (FIJI) removed two 
members from their chap-
ter related to the incident.”

The Johnson Coun-
ty Attorney’s Office and 
Iowa City Police Depart-
ment released a joint 
statement on Sept. 1 ask-
ing for information about 
the allegations. 

“The Department has 

previously and will con-
tinue to work closely with 
the Johnson County Attor-
ney’s Office on this case. 
We have and will contin-
ue to take allegations of 

sexual assault seriously 
and will investigate them 
to the fullest extent,” the 
statement said.

caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu
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EARLY VOTING

Cecilia Shearon/The Daily Iowan
Members of the community operate the polls during early voting at the Old Capitol Mall on Tuesday. The opportunity to vote early and in person started 
on Oct. 13.

election, that doesn’t leave 
much time to get the prob-
lem fixed, if that voter de-
cides to fix it in the mail.” 

City-school elections in 
Iowa City will take place on 
Nov. 2. 

Deeth said most people 
are able to correct issues in 
person at the auditor’s of-
fice, but for those who are 
home-bound or living far 
away, this isn’t an option. 

“Twenty days is just 
plain not enough time to 
deal with two round trips in 
the mail,” Deeth said. 

The new voter laws also 
shortened the length of 
time voters have to request 
an absentee ballot by four 
days, from 11 days before 
an election to 15. 

Deeth said around 40 ab-
sentee ballot requests ar-
rived after the deadline in 
Johnson County. 

“Most of those people 
were local, but a couple 
of them were from a long 
distance out of town, and 
for the people who are a 
long distance out of town, 
they’re basically just out of 
luck,” he said. 

Johnson County had 
fewer overall mail-in bal-
lot requests than for the 
last city-school election in 
2019. This year, the coun-
ty had 813 domestic mail 

ballot requests, down from 
1060 in 2019, Deeth said. 

In Linn County, auditor 
Joel Miller said that 257 
absentee ballot requests 
arrived after the deadline. 

Miller, a Democrat run-
ning for Secretary of State, 
said that the new deadlines 
have cut people off from 
the voting by mail process. 

“While we’ve had a lot of 
people that have voted ear-
ly, it’s going to hurt those 
singular people who are 
bedridden, home-bound, 
shut-in, that aren’t going to 
be able to vote in this elec-
tion and we aren’t going 
to be able to get a ballot to 
them,” Miller said. “If they 
can’t drive up to our curb-
side voting, they will not 
vote in this election.” 

Kevin Hall, communica-
tions director for Iowa Sec-
retary of State Paul Pate, 
wrote in an email to The 
Daily Iowan that county 
auditors are not required to 
report data about requests 
that come in after the 
deadline to the Secretary 
of State, but are required by 
law to notify voters whose 
ballot requests are too late. 

“As we do with every 
election, the Secretary of 
State’s Office is conducting 
an extensive voter outreach 
effort to help voters under-
stand the dates, deadlines, 
and rules,” Hall wrote. “This 
year, we’ve partnered with 

Iowa’s college football pro-
grams to raise awareness of 
the upcoming city-school 
election, mailed postcards 
to 50,000 Iowans who are 
eligible to vote but not reg-
istered, and launched voter 
registration drives in Iowa 
high schools.” 

Other Eastern Iowa 
counties, which are not 
as populated as Linn and 
Johnson County, have not 
encountered as many is-
sues with the new voting 
laws. 

Sue Meeks, deputy au-
ditor for elections admin-
istration in Washington 
County, said that the audi-
tor’s office received one ab-
sentee ballot request after 
the deadline. 

“I don’t think it’s changed 
too much from previous 
elections, that I can tell,” 
Meeks said. “There’s always 
some that don’t seem to 
realize that the rules have 
changed, even though you 
send publications out, but I 
thought we would probably 
receive more requests past 
the deadline than we did.” 

Muscatine County Audi-
tor Tibe Vander Linden said 
the office has seen a few re-
quests come in too late. 

“I can’t say we’ve had 
complaints,” Vander Lin-
den said. “We’ve had a nice 
steady amount of absentee 
ballots go out as well as re-
turned, and steady show up 

at the counter.”

rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu
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“I know I should [vote],” 
UI first-year Melina Heg-
gleheimer said. “I don’t feel 
super affected by [the] Iowa 
City Community School 
District, and I guess I don’t 
really know what’s going on 
there, either.”

UI second-year Will Ty-
ler, an English major, was 
one of many who wasn’t 
aware of the elections.

 “I didn’t even know they 
were happening,” Tyler said.

“I don’t live around here, 
so I’m not really too familiar 
with the area,” Bret Barschak, 
another UI first-year said.

Aaditya Deshpande, a 
fifth-year UI student study-
ing environmental science, 
was one of many who did 
not know the elections 
were happening before be-
ing interviewed.

“I didn’t know they were 
happening until two min-
utes ago, because I got a 

little notification about bal-
lots, and now you’re walk-
ing up,” he said. 

On whether or not he’d 
vote, Deshpande said he 
would look into it now that 
he is aware the elections 
are happening.

“It’s hard to get a char-
acter assessment for local 
government, unless they’re 
already really prominent 
for some other reason,” 
he said when asked what 
makes a good school board 
or city council candidate.

He added that in small-
er towns, it’s difficult to 
know exactly what he’s 
looking for on the local 
government level.

UI first-year chemistry 
student Olivia Dohm said 
she was unaware of the 
election, so she wasn’t ini-
tially planning to vote.

“Now that you’ve told me 
about it, I probably will,” 
Dohm said.

samuel-knupp@uiowa.edu
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IC reports a decrease in violent crime
Though Iowa’s reported crime rate rose by 9.5 percent in 2020, violent crimes in Iowa City decreased.

Meg Doster
News Reporter

Reported violent crimes 
in Iowa increased this 
year to the highest level 
since 2018, but the rate in 
Iowa City went down over 
the same year. 

The rate of report-
ed violent crimes in the 
state of Iowa went up by 
9.5 percent from 2019 in 
2020, while reported vi-
olent crimes in Iowa City 
went down by 8.7 percent, 
according to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

The FBI defines violent 
crime in four offenses:

• Murder and non-
negligent man-
slaughter

• Forcible rape
• Aggravated assault
Lee Hermiston, the Iowa 

City Police Department’s 
public safety information 
officer, attributed the de-
cline in reported violent 
crime in Iowa City to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Unfortunately, we 
know that crime is cycli-
cal. Iowa City has seen 
multiple homicides and 
shots fired incidents this 
year,” he wrote in an email 
to The Daily Iowan. “We 
continue to investigate 
those crimes to the fullest 
extent possible.”

The FBI crime database 
cannot account for all 
crimes, just those that are 
reported.

The Domestic Violence 
Intervention Program, an 

Iowa City organization, 
provides resources to those 
who may be experiencing 
an abusive environment.  

“In May of 2020, we 
began to see a 28 per-
cent increase in our ho-
tline calls each month,” 
said Alta Medea-Peters, 
the program’s director 
of community engage-
ment. “Since that point 
we have seen that same 
increase.”

The Domestic Violence 
Intervention Program is 
not a mandatory report-
er of domestic violence, 
which means that if it 
hears from callers seeking 
help in its programs or 
hotline, the workers there 
are not legally obligated 
to report these incidents 
to law enforcement.

“A lot of times what we 
see is different than what 
law enforcement sees,” 
Medea-Peters said. “Be-
cause individuals are most-
ly looking to make a safety 
plan and get out of a dan-
gerous situation, not nec-
essarily is it in their best 
interest to always use law 
enforcement, or the judi-
cial system.”

According to the Crime 
Data Explorer, of all re-
ported violent crimes 
in 2020 and 2021, 28 
percent of perpetrators 
were boyfriends and girl-
friends and 5 percent 
were spouses. 

Exactly one-third of 
the violent crimes were 
committed by romantic 

partners.
“The pandemic made 

it so much more difficult 
for victims to be able to 
reach out and connect 
with resources,” said 
Kristie Fortmann-Doser, 
executive director for the 
Domestic Violence Inter-
vention Program.

Fortmann-Doser said 
COVID-19 and quaran-
tine made it more diffi-
cult for victims and survi-

vors to make safety plans.
“They may not be able 

to go stay with a fam-
ily member for fear of 
infecting them,” Fort-
mann-Doser said. “If a 
family member, like a 
parent, has significant 
health issues in a pan-
demic, you’re not going 
to go there where you 
might have taken a break 
for some immediate safe-
ty with your mom.”

Medea-Peters said the 
best thing anyone can do 
when someone leaves a 
domestic abuse situation 
is to believe them and of-
fer financial support.

“When people are flee-
ing a dangerous situation, 
they don’t often take 
more than what’s on their 
back,” Medea-Peters said.

Fortmann-Doser said 
leaving a domestically 
violent environment is 

much harder and more 
complicated than sim-
ply reporting the violent 
crime, because the victim 
is the only witness.

“The level of lever-
age that a batterer has is 
very different from most 
other criminals,” Fort-
mann-Doser said. “Bat-
terers have access to ev-
erything about you.”

megan-doster@uiowa.edu

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
An Iowa City Police Department vehicles is seen on July 9, 2019.

20 years of One Community, One Book
For two decades, the organization has served and educated the Iowa City community on human rights.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Director of the Iowa City UNESCO City of Literature, John Kenyon, poses for a portrait at the Iowa City Public Library on Monday.

Simone Garza
News Reporter

One Community, One 
Book, a foundation estab-
lished to spread aware-
ness of social justice in  
the University of Iowa 
and Iowa City commu-
nities, is celebrating its 
20th year. 

Since 2001,One Com-
munity, One Book has 
brought award winning 

authors to Iowa City and 
the UI campus. The or-
ganization, housed in 
the UI Center for Human 
Rights, has advocated 
for social justice through 
various local events, from 
film screenings to book 
groups.

Brian Farrell, associate 
director for the Center of 
Human Rights, said the 
primary idea of the orga-
nization is to educate ev-

eryone on human-rights 
issues.

“The idea is to engage 
students, community 
members, and faculty in a 
common text on a human 
rights theme,” he said. 

Farrell said, through 
the foundation, people 
have opportunities to 
learn and create dialogue 
around human rights is-
sues they may be unfa-
miliar with.

“The One Communi-
ty, One Book program 
promotes conversations 
between students and 
community members, 
between faculty and stu-
dents,” he said. “It has 
allowed engagement and 
education around human 
rights.”

Farrell said the pro-
gram aligns with Iowa 
City’s UNESCO City 
of Literature val-

ues,through its advance-
ment in literature.

“Our author visits pres-
ent an opportunity to re-
ally talk about the writing 
process, the creative pro-
cess, the author’s motiva-
tion, and their methodol-
ogy,” he said. “And I think 
that’s something that is 
of particular interest in 
our community.” 

John Kenyon, executive 
director of the Iowa City 
UNESCO City of Litera-
ture, said its partnership 
with One Community, 
One Book has been a 
meaningful one. 

He said one of the most 
remarkable events held 
at One Community, One 
Book was in 2015, when 
author Bryan Stevenson 
talked about his book Just 
Mercy, at the UI. 

“We connected with 
Stevenson pretty early, 
the book had just come 
out when we reached out 
to him to have him come, 
and it very much took off 
and and he became much 
more widely known after 
that fact,” Kenyon said

Reuben Miller, associ-
ate professor at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, also 
has discussed his work 
through the organization. 
He talked about his pub-
lication, Halfway Home: 
Race, Punishment, and 
the Afterlife of Mass In-
carceration, at an author 
keynote through One 
Community, One Book, 
on Oct. 21. 

Miller’s book was writ-

ten from 15 years of re-
search that focused on 
present and former in-
carnated people as well 
as their families, spouses, 
and friends, he said.  

“The book is about how 
people experience pun-
ishment in the United 
States after they serve,” 
Miller said. “I want peo-
ple to walk away with a 
sense of what that’s like.”

Miller said he re-
searched about 250 peo-
ple across cities, such as 
Detroit, New York City, 
and Chicago. 

“The idea is the exper-
iment to cage millions of 
people a year, and to hold 
them accountable for 
crimes they committed 
years ago,” he said.

Miller added that there 
are a few ways the com-
munity can help raise 
awareness of this issue.

“One thing we can do 
is we can pay attention 
to it,” he said. “The other 
thing to do is to advocate 
and to think carefully 
about the kinds of people 
we vote for.”

Farrell said the Center 
for Human Rights chooses 
authors through a nom-
ination process to see if 
their visit would be inter-
esting to the community. 

“We want it to be a com-
munity process and an 
engaged process with the 
partners who are involved 
in the program as well,” he 
said.

lucerza-garza@uiowa.edu

http://www.stophiviowa.org
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Opinions
Labor union workers need more support

Republicans are wrong for not supporting labor unions and should pay more attention to Iowa workers. 
Sophie Stover
Opinions Columnist

Even during a nation-
wide labor movement, 
Republicans consistently 
prove that the party is an-
ti-union and anti-work-
ers’ rights. 

Over 10,000 workers at 
John Deere went on strike 
for a fair contract, and 
membership in the United 
Auto Workers Union gives 
employees the negotiat-
ing power to do so. This 
instance is yet another ex-
ample of why strong labor 
unions benefit workers by 
providing collective bar-
gaining power.

Supporting labor unions 
is inherently pro-worker, 
yet there is a strong politi-
cal divide on the topic. Gal-
lup data from 2020 shows 
45 percent of Republican 
voters and 83 percent of 
Democrats said they sup-
ported labor unions. This 
gap in support is consistent 
among elected officials. 

Republican elected of-
ficials support “right to 
work” laws, claiming that 
these provisions protect 
workers from being forced 
to join a union. The Na-
tional Labor Relations Act 
already prevents employ-
ees from being required 
to join a union. In reality, 
“right to work” laws allow 
non-union members to 
reap union benefits with-
out paying any union dues, 
effectively diminishing 
union strength.

Twenty-eight states  

have “right to work” laws, 
most of which have major-
ity Republican state leg-
islatures. On the federal 
level, Senate Republicans 
introduced the National 
Right-to-Work Act in 2019, 
and both Sens. Chuck 
Grassley and Joni Ernst, 
R-Iowa, were co-sponsors. 
Under the guise of pre-
venting “forced unioniza-
tion,” Republicans actively 
support policies that un-
dermine the power of labor 
unions. 

In Iowa, politicians re-
sponded to the strike at 
John Deere. 

“Hopefully they’ll work 
through the process and 
get the employees back 
to work sooner rather 
than later,” Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds said at the Scott 
County Republicans Rea-
gan Dinner.

Grassley was unaware of 
the strike when a journalist 
probed him on the topic. 

“Well, obviously they’re 
exercising their right to do 
that, of collective bargain-
ing. And that’s a decision 
those workers made. And 
under the laws, we have to 
respect it,” Grassley said. 

It’s obvious that labor 
unions are not important 
to Grassley, after he failed 
to stay updated on the larg-
est labor union strike in the 
state’s recent years.

Iowa Republicans made 
it clear that they feel indif-
ferent toward the plights of 
the John Deere employees 
and do not actively support 
labor union activity. On 

the other side of the aisle, 
Democrats proved that 
they stand with the UAW 
workers on strike.

Iowa Democratic U.S. 
Rep. Cindy Axne, Iowa Sen-
ate Minority Leader Zach 
Wahls, Coralville, and Iowa 
House Minority Leader 
Jennifer Konfrst, Windsor 
Heights, all made state-
ments in strong support 
of employees on strike and 
the UAW union. Addition-

ally, all three elected offi-
cials joined union laborers 
on the picket lines. 

Iowa Democrats sup-
port labor unions, and 
this position is consistent 
across the entire party. 
Earlier this year, the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
passed the Protect the 
Right to Organize Act of 
2021, with support from 
all Democrats except for 
one. Only five Republicans 

supported the bill. 
The bill, if enacted into 

law, would “expand various 
labor protections relat-
ed to employees’ rights to 
organize and collectively 
bargain in the workplace.” 
Unsurprisingly, the bill has 
213 cosponsors, only three 
of which are Republicans. 
Axne is the lone member 
of the Iowa delegation to 
support it. 

Between the current la-

bor union movement and 
the Great Resignation, 
workers in the U.S are in-
creasingly unhappy and 
willing to demand better 
treatment. Labor union 
employees need political 
support in expanding their 
rights, an initiative that 
Democrats strongly sup-
port and Republicans qui-
etly disregard. 

sophie-stover@uiowa.edu

Kelsey Kremer /The Register
UAW picketers march across the street outside of Deere & Co., makers of John Deere products, in support of employees on strike, on Oct. 20, in Ankeny.

COLUMN

Learn about Iowa’s Native 
American history

November is Native 
American Heritage Month, 
and it’s important to 
spend time educating our-
selves on Native Ameri-
can history. Growing up, 
my knowledge of Native 
American history was lim-
ited to the Trail of Tears, 
Pocahontas, Sacagawea, 
and the misrepresentation 
of pilgrims and Native 
Americans uniting.  

In addition to the mis-
information and erasure of 
Native history in my edu-
cation, there was no con-
nection between Native 
peoples and Native history 
in Iowa, despite the state 
being named after the Na-
tive American tribe, the 
Ioway tribe. My own high 
school used to have a Na-
tive American Chief Head 
as a mascot until it was 
deemed offensive.  

Why are we so comfort-
able misusing pieces of 
Native American culture 
and peoples without work-
ing to educate ourselves on 
the ongoing injustices Na-
tive communities face?

This year many states, 
including Iowa, made the 
move to recognize Indige-
nous People’s Day in place 

of Columbus Day. While 
this initiative is important 
and necessary, there is still 
a large disconnect between 
Native history and what we 
are taught. 

As long as we ignore 
and accept the erasure of 
this population, we will 
not be able to address the 
ongoing injustices Native 
Americans face.

Information has begun 
to surface around the Na-
tive American boarding 
schools in Canada and the 
U.S. that inhumanely fo-
cused on forcing Native 
American children out of 
their culture. Many chil-
dren from Iowa were forced 
out of their homes and into 
these boarding schools. 

Native children in Iowa 
were taken to the Indian 
Training School at Tole-
do, next to the Meskwaki 
Settlement in Tama. There 
was a lot of resistance to 
sending children to the 
school, which resulted in 
little attendance. However, 
many Meskwaki children 
were sent to schools far-
ther away to endure abuse 
and cultural erasure at 
these institutions later on. 

Earlier this year, the 
remains of nine children 
were brought home to 
the Meskwaki settlement 
in Iowa from a boarding 
school in Pennsylvania. 

Their names are: Lucy 
Pretty Eagle (Take the 
Tail), Rose Long Face (Lit-
tle Hawk), Ernest Knocks 
Off (White Thunder), Den-
nis Strikes First (Blue Tom-
ahawk), Maud Little Girl 
(Swift Bear), Friend Hollow 

Horn Bear, Warren Painter 
(Bear Paints Dirt), Alvan 
(Kills Seven Horses), and 
Dora Her Pipe (Brave Bull). 

There are no reparations 
that could undo the losses 
Native communities face, 
but we need to recognize 
past tragedies and their 
effects on communities in 
Iowa. 

Along with understand-
ing U.S. history and Na-
tive peoples, there are 
struggles in Native com-
munities today that go 
unnoticed. In 2016, 5,712 
Indigenous women were 
reported missing by the 
National Crime Informa-
tion Center.  However, the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
reported only 116 of these 
case in its missing person 
database. 

Indigenous women and 
girls are murdered at rates 
10 times higher than any 
other ethnic group. Addi-
tionally, the third highest 
cause of death for Native 
women is murder. Often 
these instances of vio-
lence, murder, and miss-
ing women go unrecorded.  

America’s education 
system continuously fails 
to address the full scope 
of America’s history and 
the atrocities that lie at 
the center of our country. 
Although a month dedi-
cated to Native American 
history is important, it is 
not enough to bring light 
to the community. We 
should use this time as a 
reminder to do our part in 
educating ourselves.

yasmine-buchanan@uiowa.edu

America’s school system cannot be trusted to accurately 
teach history, and next month we need to take it upon 

ourselves to learn Indigenous history. 

Yassie Buchanan
Opinions Columnist 

COLUMN

Republicans don’t
support their constituents 

Republican politicians don’t do anything to help 
their constituents, while Democrats help everyone.

Recently, former pres-
ident Donald Trump held 
a rally in Iowa, where The 
Daily Iowan spoke with 
several crowd members 
about what they wanted 
wanted to see accom-
plished on his agenda. 
And, it occurred to me 
that Democrats are more 
likely to solve these issues 
than Republicans.

Nationally, Republicans 
don’t care about anybody. 
Their legislative priorities 
are completely out of step 
with what anyone needs 
individually. Beyond vir-
tue signaling and the cul-
ture war, they do nothing. 
Democrats are the ones 
who do what Republican 
constituents want from a 
national government.

Health care is one of 
the biggest examples of 
this. While you can find 
Republican congresspeo-
ple and senators discuss-
ing how the Affordable 
Care Act should be re-
moved and leave insur-
ance up to the private 
sector, Republican con-
stituents don’t agree.

Most Republicans say 
that it is the government’s 
responsibility to have an 
interest in health care. 
While you may think that 

means simply ensuring 
the coverage of preex-
isting conditions and a 
few other minor things, 
that’s not the case.

Republicans’ and 
Democrats’ opinions 
overlap on a lot of the 
major provisions of the 
ACA.  From keeping chil-
dren on their parents’ 
insurance up until 26 to 

eliminating out-of-pocket 
costs for certain preven-
tive services, Republicans 
and Democrats alike agree 
that these are necessary 
provisions of any health 
care plan.

But the Republican 
plan revealed in 2020 is 
so bare bones, it might as 
well be nothing.

Another topic relating 
to health care is abortion 
and teen pregnancy. I’m 
not going to make the case 
that when abortion is le-
gal, the rate of abortions 
falls. Rather, I want to talk 
about an adjacent issue 
that leads to abortions — 
sex education.

Republican politicians 
love abstinence-only sex 
education. I was taught 
it, Iowans are taught it, 
and Trump wants it to be 
taught.

But the data shows that 
abstinence-only sex ed-
ucation does not work. 
What’s needed to reduce 
teen pregnancy rates and, 
as a result, abortions, is a 
revamped sexual educa-
tion that teaches people 
about contraceptive mea-
sures.

One other concern 
brought up by crowd mem-
bers was divisiveness. Kar-

la Wright, 54, was quoted 
in the DI as saying that she 
hoped “rallies like this can 
help to unify the nation.”

But Republicans are 
always the ones accus-
ing Democrats of being 
communists or socialists, 
stealing the election and 
overturning democracy, 
plotting to kidnap our 
governors, attacking the 
capital, etc. The Demo-
crats bend over backwards 
to try and be accommo-
dating to the center and 
right. Just look at the 
treatment Sens. Kyrsten 
Sinema, D-W.V. and Joe 
Manchin, D-Ariz., have 
received while they’ve 
been stymieing the infra-
structure bill.

I know that people 
want what’s best for them 
and do what they think is 
right. But I have to ask, 
what is the Republican 
Party doing to help you? 
What good is it doing? 
Are Republicans really 
looking out for your in-
terests when their tax 
cuts for the middle and 
lower class revert after 10 
years, while big business 
cuts last forever?

Republican politicians 
love to make big stands 
against cancel culture and 
the establishment, but 
when have they ever made 
a stand for you? This isn’t 
a call to come join the 
Democrats or abandon 
your principles. This is just 
me, from one citizen to 
another, asking you if your 
party really represents 
what you want.

peyton-downing@uiowa.edu
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Peyton Downing
Opinions Columnist 



“I played more focused. I 
built a good strategy for 
myself. I tried to get myself 
more calm in the situation 
and I think it paid off.”

After seeing how Miran-
da handles herself both 

on and off the golf course, 
Menzel isn’t shocked by 
the freshman’s strong 
start. 

“I’m really kind of not 
surprised,” Menzel said. “I 
think that she’s got a great 
golf demeanor.

She has a great outlook 
about golf. You know, to 

be honest, she’s just pret-
ty laid back, but yet feisty. 
So, it’s just kind of a good 
balance.”

Miranda ended the fall 
with a tie for 31st at the 
White Sands Invitational 
in the Bahamas. 

christopher-werner@uiowa.edu
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Ben Palya
Sports Reporter

Yes
Iowa lost three of its 

2020-21 starters ahead 
of the 2021-22 season. 
Guards Joe Wieskamp and 
CJ Fredrick and center 
Luka Garza scored about 
55 percent of Iowa’s points 
last year.

With so much scoring 
lost, and many new faces 
littered throughout their 
roster, the Hawkeyes might 
struggle to find their foot-
ing early this season.

The Hawkeyes luckily 
have nine games against 
mid-major teams sched-
uled early this year. So, 
Iowa will have an adequate 
amount of time to get in 
rhythm before Big Ten 
Conference play begins.

With the likes of Joe 
Toussaint, Patrick Mc-
Caffery, Tony Perkins, Kee-
gan and Kris Murray, and 
Ahron Ulis all positioned 
to see more minutes this 
year, Iowa figures to be a 
lot more athletic both of-
fensively and defensively 
than it was a year ago.

Iowa might also play a 
quicker and more modern-
ized brand of offense this 

season. Instead of trying to 
get a center like Garza set 
up to score in the post, the 
Hawkeyes can attack the 
basket from the perimeter 
and shoot from downtown, 
utilizing their more athlet-
ic lineup.

This year, the Hawkeyes 
will also have a deeper ro-
tation than they did last 
season. With key additions 
like freshmen Riley Mul-
vey and Payton Sandfort 
and transfer forward Filip 
Rebraca, Iowa’s regular ro-
tation could include 10 or 
more players.

Because of their in-
creased depth and ath-
leticism, I expect the 
Hawkeyes to sneak into 
the 2021 NCAA Division I 
Men’s Basketball Tourna-
ment as a 10 or 11 seed.

benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu

Nevertheless, the 
Hawkeyes are still fo-
cused on playing a 
team-centered brand of 
hockey. Iowa believes no 
individual player is more 
important than another.

“We have 27 players on 
the team,” Nijziel said. “We 
have a saying, ‘No matter 
how many minutes you 
play, you still have a big role 
on the team.’ Selflessness is 
a part of that too. Everyone 
has a role on the team. Ev-
eryone has to execute that 

in order to be successful.” 
Iowa is currently in pur-

suit of its first national 
championship since 1986.

The Hawkeyes’ post-
season run will begin 
Nov. 4 in Piscataway, New 
Jersey, as Rutgers hosts 
the 2021-22 Big Ten Field 
Hockey Championships. 
Iowa will be the tourna-
ment’s top seed.

The 2021-22 Big Ten 
Championship Game is 
scheduled for Nov. 7.

The NCAA Division I 
Women’s Field Hockey 
Championships begin Nov. 
12. The Hawkeyes are con-

sidered heavy favorites to 
earn the NCAA Tourna-
ment’s No. 1 overall seed.

Iowa would host one or 
two NCAA Tournament 
games at Grant Field if it 
were to earn a No. 1 over-
all seed.

NCAA Tournament 
semifinals and finals will 
be held in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, Nov. 19-21. 
The Hawkeyes were elim-
inated from the 2020-21 
NCAA Tournament via 
a 3-0 semifinal loss to 
North Carolina.

benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu
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Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Patrick McCaffery (22) moves the ball during an Iowa men’s basketball game against Nebraska at 
Carver-Hawkeye arena on March 4. The Hawks beat the Cornhuskers, 102-64.

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward/midfielder Maddy Murphy celebrates with Iowa goalkeeper Grace McGuire at the end of the field 
hockey game between No. 1 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Grant Field on Oct. 15. The Hawkeyes defeated the 
Wolverines, 2-1, in double overtime and a shootout.

Garbutt named head 
coach of Iowa rowing

Iowa Athletics announced that Jeff Garbutt would be its 
next head rowing coach Monday afternoon.

Austin Hanson
Sports Reporter

The University of Io-
wa’s NCAA Division I 
Women’s Rowing pro-
gram is under new di-
rection. Hawkeye Ath-
letic Director Gary Barta 
named Jeff Garbutt the 
fourth-ever head coach 
of Iowa rowing late Mon-
day afternoon.

Garbutt was an assis-
tant rowing coach at Iowa 
from 2013-20. He was the 
head coach of the La Sal-
le University men’s and 
women’s rowing teams in 
2020-21.

Under Garbutt and 
now-former Hawkeye 
head coach Andrew Car-
ter, Iowa rowing made the 
NCAA Championships 
three consecutive times 
from 2017-19. In 2018, 
the Hawkeyes achieved 
their highest-ever rank-
ing in the Collegiate 
Rowing Coaches Associ-
ation Poll: No. 7.

“I’m excited to have 
Jeff return to Iowa City 
to coach our program,” 
Barta said in a release. 
“He’s a proven leader and 
understands, firsthand, 
what it takes for Hawkeye 
rowing to be successful.”

Garbutt was part of the 
2017-18 Iowa coaching 
staff that earned CRCA 
Region 4 Coaching Staff 
of the Year honors. 

Iowa broke a 16-year 
postseason drought with 
Garbutt in 2017, mak-
ing the NCAA Cham-
pionships for the first 
time since 2001. The 
Hawkeyes placed 12th in 
the 2017 NCAA Champi-
onships.

Iowa recorded a pro-
gram-best fourth-place 
finish at the 2018 Big Ten 
Championships. That 
same season, Iowa fin-
ished 11th at the NCAA 
Championships, scoring 
a UI-record 69 points.

Under Garbutt and 
Carter, former Hawk-
eye Contessa Harold 
was named 2018 Big Ten 
Rower of the Year. Harold 
and her teammate, Hunt-
er Koenigsfeld, earned 
All-America honors in 
2018 and 2019. Ex-Iowa 
rower Hannah Greenlee 
also garnered All-Amer-
ica attention in 2019 
alongside Koenigsfeld 
and Harold.

“I am extremely ex-
cited to return to a truly 
special place,” Garbutt 
said via release. “In my 

previous stop in Iowa 
City, I was fortunate to 
work with some incredi-
ble people in the athlet-
ics department — many 
of whom I consider fam-
ily. Most importantly, I 
can’t wait to get to work 
with the team. They are 
an amazing group, many 
of whom I have been for-
tunate enough to either 
coach or recruit. It may 
sound cliche, but this is a 
dream come true for me. 
Once a Hawkeye, always 
a Hawkeye.”

Garbutt takes over for 
Carter, who resigned Oct. 
5. Carter began his ten-
ure as Iowa’s head coach 
in July 2013. In 2017 and 
2018, Carter was named 
CRCA Regional Coach of 
the Year. 

Katie Thurstin had 
been serving as Iowa’s 
interim head coach since 
Carter left.

Carter and Iowa Ath-
letics did not provide a 
specific reason for his 
resignation.

Garbutt’s collegiate 
coaching career began at 
the University of Miami, 
where he was an assis-
tant coach and recruit-
ing coordinator.

Before he arrived at 
Miami, Garbutt coached 
high school rowing 
teams for more than a 
decade. At Ocean City 
High School, Garbutt 
won several state, city, 
and national champion-
ships from 2004-08.

Garbutt was a collegiate 
rower himself from 1991-
95. Garbutt graduated 
from Temple with a bach-
elor’s degree in elementa-
ry education in 1995.

Garbutt and his wife, 
Hope, have one son, J.J., 
who is a member of Mar-
quette University’s track 
and field team.

Garbutt’s head coach-
ing career at Iowa will 
officially begin Feb. 10, 
as the Hawkeyes travel to 
Merritt Island, Florida, for 
a season-opening exhibi-
tion event with SMU.

austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

Photo from UI Athletics website
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“I love that hawk that was on this 
field.”

—  Iowa men’s wrestling coach 
Tom Brands on the red-tailed hawk at 
Oct. 9’s Iowa-Penn State football game

Consecutive trophy games won by 
Iowa football

Iowa football to return to gridiron
After a week off, the University of 

Iowa football team will return to ac-
tion this Saturday at Camp Randall 
Stadium in Madison, Wisconsin, for a 
matchup with the Badgers.

The No. 9 Hawkeyes enter the 
contest at 6-1 overall. Iowa suffered 
its most recent loss two weeks ago 
to Purdue. The Hawkeyes fell to the 
Boilermakers, 24-7, right before their 
bye week. So, Iowa has been sitting 
on its loss to Purdue for nearly 11 days.

The Badgers are currently 4-3 
overall. They’ve lost to No. 11 Notre 
Dame, No. 6 Michigan, and No. 20 
Penn State. Wisconsin’s victories have 
come against Eastern Michigan, Army, 
Illinois, and then-No. 25 Purdue.

Kickoff between the Badgers and 
Hawkeyes is set for 11 a.m. The game 
will air live on ESPN. Play-by-play 
duties will be handled by Bob Wis-
chusen. Dan Orlovsky will provide 
color commentary. Kris Budden will 
report from the sidelines.

The winner of Saturday’s Io-
wa-Wisconsin game will gain pos-
session of the Heartland Trophy. The 
Hawkeyes defeated the Badgers, 28-7, 
last season to earn the hardware. Be-
fore last season, Iowa hadn’t held the 
Heartland Trophy in four years.

Wisconsin leads the all-time series 
with Iowa, 48-44.
Kick time set for Iowa-Northwest-
ern

Iowa Athletics announced Mon-
day that Hawkeye football’s matchup 
against Northwestern on Nov. 6 will 
be a night game. Depending on the 
result of this weekend’s games, action 
between the Hawkeyes and Wildcats 
will begin at 6, 6:30, or 7 p.m.

The game will be the first Iowa’s 
played in the late-Saturday television 
programming window this season. 
The Hawkeyes have played four 
games at 2:30 p.m., one at 3 p.m., an-
other at 3:30 p.m., and one at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Oct. 1.

Hawkeye fans have pleaded for 
their team to play in a prime time 
game all season long. None of Iowa’s 
matchups against ranked opponents, 
like then-No. 17 Indiana, then-No. 9 
Iowa State, and then-No. 4 Penn State, 
were televised during the prime-time 
programming window.

Northwestern is currently 3-4 on 
the season. The Wildcats have defeat-
ed Indiana State, Rutgers, and Ohio. 
They’ve fallen to Nebraska, Duke, and 
Michigan State.

A television partner has not yet 
been announced for this year’s Io-
wa-Northwestern game.
Iowa Athletics to host winter 
sports media days

Iowa Athletics will hold media days 
for two of its winter sports teams this 
week: Men’s wrestling and women’s 
basketball.

The men’s wrestling team and its 
coaches and athletes will be made 
available to reporters Wednesday 
afternoon. Hawkeye women’s bas-
ketball coaches and players will meet 
with media members on Thursday 
morning.

Iowa men’s wrestling enters the 
2021-22 season fresh off national and 
Big Ten Championships in 2020-21. 
Spencer Lee, a 125-pound senior, won 
individual national and Big Ten titles 
last year.

Iowa women’s basketball made 
the NCAA Tournament’s Sweet 16 and 
finished second in the Big Ten Tour-
nament last year. Now-sophomore 
Caitlin Clark won the Dawn Staley 
Point Guard of the Year and Big Ten 
Freshman of Year awards at the end 
of last season.

The Daily Iowan’s coverage of Iowa 
men’s wrestling and women’s bas-
ketball media days will be available 
throughout the week at dailyiowan.
com.
AP Women’s Basketball Poll

1. South Carolina
2. UConn
3. Stanford
4. Maryland
5. North Carolina State
6. Louisville
7. Baylor
8. Indiana
9. Iowa
10. Oregon

AP Football Poll
1. Georgia
2. Cincinnati
3. Alabama
4. Oklahoma
5. Ohio State
6. Michigan
7. Oregon
8. Michigan State
9. Iowa
10. Ole Miss
. . . 
20. Penn State
22. Iowa State

Title chase heats up for Hawkeyes
The Hawkeyes have a perfect 16-0 record through the 2021 fall season and clinched

the No. 1 seed in the Big Ten Tournament.

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
Iowa players celebrate after a field hockey game between No. 1 Iowa and No. 2 Michigan at Grant Field on Oct. 15. The Hawkeyes defeated the Wolverines 2-1 in double overtime and a shootout.

Ben Palya
Sports Reporter

Expectations were high 
for Iowa field hockey 
ahead of the 2021-22 sea-
son. The Hawkeyes start-
ed the year ranked third 
in the National Field 
Hockey Coaches Associa-
tion’s preseason poll.

Iowa sat behind only 
NCAA Champion North 
Carolina and national 
runner-up Michigan.

Since then, Iowa has 

risen to No. 1 in the NF-
HCA poll, downing six 
teams currently ranked 
in the top 10 in the pro-
cess — including North 
Carolina and Michigan.

“It’s all about our 
mentality,” senior Anthe 
Nijziel said. “Playing for 
60 minutes mentally and 
physically tough. The 
grit of the team is also a 
part of our culture.”

The Hawkeyes already 
clinched the Big Ten 
Conference’s regular sea-

son title outright. Iowa 
defeated Ohio State, 
3-0, on Oct. 17 to move 
to 16-0 on the season. 
The Hawkeyes are 7-0 in 
league play.

While the Hawkeyes 
do own the Big Ten regu-
lar season title, they still 
have one game left before 
the Big Ten Tournament.

An Oct. 29 matchup 
with No. 5 Northwestern 
at Grant Field in Iowa City 
is all that stands between 
the Hawkeyes and an un-

defeated regular season.
“You don’t really need 

to do anything to get 
these guys up to play 
Northwestern since 
there’s a lot on the line, 
and we always have great 
battles,” Iowa head coach 
Lisa Cellucci said. 

Iowa’s current 16-0 
record is already im-
pressive without a reg-
ular season-ending win 
over Northwestern. The 
Hawkeyes have beaten 
nine ranked teams so far 

this season — eight of 
which were rated inside 
the top 11.

Star players like se-
nior forward Ellie Holley 
and goalkeeper Grace 
McGuire have certain-
ly helped the Hawkeyes 
get to 16-0. McGuire has 
racked up 36 saves this 
year, and Holley has put 
the ball in the back of 
the net a whopping eight 
times in 2021-22.

Miranda settles into new role
Iowa women’s golf freshman Paula Miranda led the 

Hawkeyes with a 73.7 18-hole stroke average.

PCP | Will Iowa 
make the NCAA 
Tourney?
Two DI staffers debate Iowa’s 
odds to make the NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Tournament.

Austin Hanson
Sports Editor

No
Time to be frank, Iowa 

hoops fans. Your team isn’t 
making the NCAA tourna-
ment this season. And the 
worst part is, the Hawkeyes 
know they aren’t going to be 

good this year.
Do I actually know that head coach Fran Mc-

Caffery and the Hawkeyes truly believe they’re go-
ing to struggle this year? No, not really. But there 
is evidence that suggests that McCaffery and the 
Hawkeyes know they aren’t going to be good.

Iowa’s nonconference schedule doesn’t feature 
many good teams. The Hawkeyes will play the 
mid-majors like Longwood, Kansas City, North 
Carolina Central, Alabama State, Western Michi-
gan, Portland State, Southeastern Louisiana, Utah 
State, and Western Illinois to open up the season.

Keep in mind, NCAA Division I programs typ-
ically have the luxury of crafting their own non-
conference schedules — with a few exceptions. So, 
Iowa probably opted to play nine cupcake games 
to start the season intentionally.

To me, it seems like the Hawkeyes don’t believe 
they’ll be good this season. Iowa’s probably just 
scheduling bad nonconference teams this season 
to pick up some easy wins before Big Ten Confer-
ence play begins.

The only tough non-Big Ten team Iowa will play 
this year is No. 25 Virginia. The Hawkeyes are ob-
ligated to play the Cavaliers as part of the Big Ten/
ACC Challenge.

If the Hawkeyes themselves don’t believe 
they’ll do well this year, then they probably won’t 
do great.

Iowa also lost almost 55 percent of its total 
scoring from 2020-21. Center Luka Garza and 
guard Joe Wieskamp left Iowa for the NBA in the 
offseason. Guard CJ Fredrick transferred from 
Iowa to Kentucky in April.

Garza, Fredrick, and Wieskamp all ranked inside 
the top 11 in the Big Ten in 3-point shooting per-
centage last season.

With Garza, Fredrick, and Wieskamp gone, I 
don’t expect the Hawkeyes to have enough fire-
power to beat many opponents — especially not 
any good ones.

So, come March, I don’t anticipate the Hawkeyes 
resume being enough to justify any dancing.

austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Paula Miranda practices her putt at Finkbine Golf Course on Sept. 16.

FIELD HOCKEY | Page 5A

PCP | Page 5A

Chris Werner
Sports Reporter

Iowa women’s golf head 
coach Megan Menzel didn’t 
have much of a chance to see 
freshman Paula Miranda play 
in person during the recruit-
ing process.

COVID-19 restrictions 
prevented Menzel from trav-
eling down to Puebla, Mex-
ico, to see Miranda and her 
golf game.

But when Menzel watched 
Miranda advance to the semi-
finals of the U.S. Girls’ Junior 
Championship this summer 
as the No. 44 seed, the Hawk-
eye coach knew she’d landed 
a special player.

In Miranda’s semifinal 
match, she took eventual 
champion Rose Zhang to 20 
holes before Miranda bogied 
the second extra hole to be 
eliminated. 

“I only saw very little in 
the recruiting process, just 
because of COVID and what 
was going on,” Menzel said. 
“But I don’t know, I just saw 
her march around that golf 
course, you know, for the U.S. 
Junior Girls and you can just 

tell when the lights turn on, I 
mean, she’s just that kind of 
player.”

Menzel didn’t quite know 
what to expect in Miranda’s 
first fall with the Hawkeyes, 
or how long it might take her 
to adjust to the college game. 

Those questions still lin-
gered as the fall season ap-
proached. Miranda arrived on 
campus late after encounter-
ing visa issues and quarantin-
ing after coming to Iowa City 
from Mexico.

Miranda took her first steps 
on the UI campus a cou-
ple days before Iowa’s first 
fall event, but she led the 
Hawkeyes in the Dick Mc-
Guire Invitational Sept. 13-
14, finishing in a tie for 32nd.

Then, the newest Hawkeye 
had time to get a little more 
comfortable in Iowa City. And 
her on-course results contin-
ued to improve. 

Miranda tallied a tie for 
20th in her second collegiate 
event at the Badger Invita-
tional Sept. 18-21. She was 
tied for the lead after the first 
round, posting a 5-under-par 
67. But the Hawkeye fresh-
man said she let the pressure 

get to her, playing her final 36 
holes in 11-over-par. 

“I think I put a lot of pres-
sure on me,” Miranda said 
after the event. “I was first at 
that tournament. I wanted to 
shoot the same score the next 
two days. I would get mad if I 
missed a shot. It was just — it 
was in my mind.”

The next time out at the 
Ron Moore Intercollegiate on 
Oct. 8-10, Miranda wouldn’t 
fade down the stretch. In-
stead, she charged. 

Two even-par rounds po-
sitioned Miranda in the top 
half of the leaderboard head-
ing into the final day of com-
petition. In the third round, 
Miranda fired off five birdies 
that shot her into a tie for 
second place. She earned Big 
Ten Women’s Golfer of the 
Week honors following the 
event on Oct. 13.  

Miranda said her expe-
rience in contention at the 
Badger Invitational aided 
her strong finish at the Ron 
Moore Intercollegiate. 

“I learned a lot from that 
experience,” Miranda said. 

MIRANDA | Page 5A
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FILM
• CRIP CAMP MOVIE SCREENING 
AND PANEL DISCUSSION
4 P.M., ONLINE
• SHAUN OF THE DEAD
7 P.M., IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
123 LINN ST.

• JESSIE DANIELS W/ LYZ LENZ
7 P.M., ONLINE

MUSIC
• JON MUELLER WITH CLAIRE 
NUNEZ
9 P.M., TRUMPET BLOSSOM CAFE, 
310 E PRENTISS ST.

  Weekend  Events

FILM
• ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW
11:30 P.M., ENGLERT THEATRE, 221 E 
WASHINGTON ST.

MISC.

MUSIC

• HALLOWEEN SATURDAY AT STU-
DIO 13
9 P.M., STUDIO 13, 13 S LINN ST.

• HALLOWEED W/ REGGAE RAPIDS, 
GUMBZ, & MORE
10 P.M., WILDWOOD SMOKEHOUSE & 
SALOON, 4919 WALLEYE DR. SE

• CHRIS WEBBY W/ DIZZY WRIGHT
7 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E WASHINGTON 
ST.

FILM
• HOCUS POCUS AT FILMSCENE IN 
THE PARK
7 P.M., CHAUNCEY SWAN PARK
MUSIC
• WIDESPREAD DEAD & ATOMIC 
COMET’S HALLOWEEN BASH
9 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E WASHINGTON 
ST. 

MISC.
• HALLOWEEN DRAG BRUNCH
12 P.M., SANCTUARY, 405 S GILBERT 
ST.

• THREE TO FIVE DAYS
2 P.M., THEATER BUILDING, 200 N 
RIVERSIDE DR.

MUSIC
• IOWA PERCUSSION FALL CONCERT
3 P.M., VOXMAN BUILDING, 93 E BURL-
INGTON ST.

• THE GENTLE HALLOWEEN AT 
GABE’S
10 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E WASHINGTON 
ST.

Army of Thieves

Parker Jones
Arts Reporter

Even before the release of Zack Snyder’s Army of the Dead in May, 
Netflix had already made plans for a larger film franchise. 

On Oct. 29, Army of Thieves will debut on the streaming site as well 
as in select theaters as a prequel to the zombie heist film. Taking on 
a genre more akin to a thriller, the film will take place six years be-
fore its canonical successor and the zombie apocalypse that changes 
the world. Bank teller and master safecracker-to-be Ludwig Dieter is 
hired by a mysterious woman to assist in the heist of several infa-
mous safes across Europe, along with another gang of misfit thieves.

Although Snyder conceptualized the franchise and directed its first 
film, he will not return to direct Army of Thieves. Instead, German ac-
tor Matthias Schweighöfer will direct and return to his role as Dieter. 

Additionally, Japanese actor Hiroyuki Sanada will reprise his role as 
Bly Tanaka, casino owner and main antagonist from Army of the Dead 
through a still image. New cast members include British actress Na-
thalie Emmanuel as fellow burglar Gwendoline, and British comedian 
Guz Khan as Rolph, another heist team member.

Although Army of the Dead had a divisive reception with just a 67 
percent review on aggregator Rotten Tomatoes, and with several 
critics amongst the fans themselves, Army of Thieves could still be 
redeeming for the blooming film series. 

parker-jones@uiowa.edu

DI: Can you tell me about your poem, 
“The Clacklet?” 
Hanson: It’s one of my favorites. It really is 
what it says. Here’s why it’s my favorite: it 
took forever. I didn’t continuously work on 
it. But I worked on it a lot and went through 
a lot of drafts, and I probably learned a 
great deal over those years  about writing. 
At a certain point it became very, very fun 
to work on it. Every time I worked on it, 
I had a ball. It was just a fun ride. It has 
so many feelings in it. It starts out with, I 
don’t know, it certainly has some level of 
disappointment, it has anger, and then has 
forgiveness. That’s a bundle. It’s a bundle 
of human experience, and it’s all just in 
our domestic family and this little trinket I 
made so, you know, I like it for that reason. 
On the other hand, then, is probably one of 
my favorite poems, and it’s in my new book, 
The Audible and the Evident. 
DI: Is there anything you like to write 
about specifically? 
Hanson: Anything that generates writing 
is perfectly valid to me, you know, it gets 
me going. I think I have a lot of nature in 
my poems. I wouldn’t call them “nature 
poems,” but I have a lot of nature in my 
poems. I find, as I’ve gotten older, in the 
current world that we have, going back to 
my world weariness statement: Nature is 
a really great consolation. It’s got beauty, 
it’s got variety, it’s got moods, it doesn’t 
mislead you and never lies. It might 
change. You might think it’s not gonna rain 
and then it does. But if you have a garden, 
you’re pretty glad. 

Julie Hanson is the author of Unbeknownst, an 
Iowa Poetry Prize winner and 2012 Kate Tufts 
Discovery Award finalist, and The Audible and 
the Evident, selected for the Hollis Summers 
Poetry Prize. Her work has earned fellowships 
from the National Endowment for the Arts and 
the Vermont Studio Center, as well as publi-
cation in New Ohio Review, VOLT, Plume, 
Copper Nickel, and other journals. She holds 
an MA in expository writing from the University 
of Iowa and an MFA in poetry from the Iowa 
Writers’ Workshop.

DI: Has your writing process changed 
since you started writing? 
Hanson: It has changed, because I am now 
69 years old. The most important thing is 
I’m in a writing group. I live in Cedar Rapids 
and over the years, most of us have been 
graduates of the workshop. I found that if I 
kept an electronic journal, and maybe a day 
or two before we’re supposed to meet — if I 
still didn’t have anything — I tell you what, 
just open it up, put something in there. And 
don’t worry about it, and it doesn’t have to be 
complete, just jot something down. And then 
I just mess around with it all day until it’s 
time to come. But I almost always can find a 
way to take that little fragment of language 
and do something with it. Another thing is — 
when I was in the workshop, my first teacher 
was Marvin Bell — and he always used to say, 
“read poems, write a poem.” You know, read 
poetry. I don’t usually think I realize I’m 
having a relationship with something I read. 
I’m more likely to realize I have a relation-
ship with something I’ve just experienced 
like in my family or in, you know, in the wider 
world that has stirred up my disappointment 
in myself, or my anger, or my curiosity, or 
something, and I jot something down and 
then I see where it leads. So, anything and 
everything is a valid excuse to write. 

Cassandra Parsons
Arts Reporter

PLAYLIST
Ghostbusters

Thriller

Monster Mash

This is Halloween

Time Warp

Black Magic Woman

Little Dark Age

Toxic

Disturbia

Calling All Monsters

Ray Parker Jr.

Michael Jackson

Bobby “Borris” Pickett

The Citizens of Hal-
loween

Rocky Horror Show 
Original Cast

Santana

MGMT

Britney Spears

Rihanna

China Anne McClain

cassandra-parsons@uiowa.edu

JULIE HANSON
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Puzzle solutions on page 2A

   

No. 0922

Across

Down

 1 Indian wedding garb
 5 Show of shock
 9 Trophy, e.g.
14 “It’s showtime for me!”
15 Calculus calculation
16 ___ City (nickname for Detroit)
17 Much of Roy Lichtenstein’s work?
19 Hip-hop’s Public ___
20 Get out
21 Milky Way bit
23 Observe
24 9/
26 High flier
28 Euclid’s “Elements,” Descartes’s “La Géométrie,”
 etc.?
32 In the fashion of
33 Display at the Getty
34 Target

38 Wacky shenanigans of a woodworker?   
43 Major mix-up
44 Knock on the door
45 “Beats me,” in textspeak
46 Frights upon waking up from sunbathing naps?
51 “SpongeBob SquarePants,” e.g.
54 Fitzgerald of jazz
55 ___ de la Cité, one end of Paris’s Pont Neuf
56 Annoyingly slow
58 Madrid’s land, to locals
62 Chalkboard material
64 Things that dad likes to discuss?
66 Tiramisu topper
67 Ship built with the help of Athena
68 Deal with issues at work?
69 In many cases
70 Chair’s superior
71 Member of the South Asian diaspora

 1 Word before dish or effect
 2 Book after Joel
 3 Campus military org.
 4 Not by check or credit card, say 
 5 Coach’s strategy
 6 Shapiro of NPR
 7 Brief periods of time
 8 They can be shaped like tubes or wheels
 9 Dweller west of the North Atlantic
10 Got the gold
11 “This is only ___”
12 “Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon”
  speaker
13 Black hole for socks, facetiously
18 International grp. founded in 1960 in Baghdad
22 Bird: Prefix
25 Like key lime pie
27 “___ just so happens …”
28 Raincoats, to Brits
29 ___ Page, N.F.L. Hall-of-Famer turned justice
 on the Minnesota Supreme Court
30 Skater Lipinski
31 Like the tone of a talking-to
35 1,003, in Roman numerals
36 “Thunderstruck” rock band
37 Sounds of disapproval
39 Sound of dismissiveness
40 Dweller east of the North Atlantic
41 All the ___
42 Wisconsin city that’s home to Lawrence University
47 ___-hoo
48 You might put your stamp on it
49 “And another thing …”
50 Snoozed
51 Computer networking company
52 “___ the other reindeer …”
53 Respond to a stimulus
57 Long ago
59 Many an anonymous source on Capitol Hill
60 CBS police procedural
61 Italian wine region
63 Low digit?
65 Sports org. with the Ryder Cup 

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Carrier Waves performs at Gabes in downtown Iowa City on Saturday, Nov. 2nd, 2019. Carrier Waves is a dance 
piece paired with video projection as part of the annual arts festival, Witching Hour.

Hawkeye Marching Band’s Golden Girls
The University of Iowa Hawkeye Marching Band’s Golden Girls, Kylene Spanbauer and Ella McDaniel,

talk about their unique experience twirling together in the same position. 

Olivia Augustine
Arts Reporter

Ever been curious about 
the creative processes be-
hind fascinating artwork, 
or wanted to explore art 
and its messages from 
start to finish? The annu-
al Witching Hour Festival 
invites the community to 
do just that in its unique 
festival experience.

This year’s Witching 
Hour Festival, hosted by 
Englert Theatre and Lit-
tle Village Magazine, will 
be Nov. 5 and 6. The fes-
tival will feature all types 
of art, from music, to lit-
erature, to visual art, and 
heavily encourage audi-
ence interaction.

Genevieve Trainor, arts 
editor of Little Village 
Magazine, said that Witch-
ing Hour is a great oppor-
tunity to expose people to 
new work and involve the 
community in the process.

“Exploring art is always 
a wonderful thing, but we 
don’t get as many chances 
to sort of talk about art, 
and to talk about why it 
matters and how the com-

munity fits in,” Trainor 
said. “I think it’s import-
ant for the community to 
realize that they are a part 
of the process as well.” 

This year, American 
sound composer Tim Sto-
ry’s exhibit Mobius Strips 
will premiere at the fes-
tival — its first stop on 
a chain of exhibitions 
around the world. The in-
teractive sonic sculpture 
creates a musical experi-
ence determined by the 
audience’s interaction 
with the piece.

John Schickedanz, ex-
ecutive director of The 
Englert Theatre, said the 
“Mobius Strips” exhibit is 
creating “national buzz” 
for Witching Hour.

In addition to its invita-
tion to the community to 
participate, thw Witching 
Hour is set apart from oth-
er festivals by the various 
avenues of art it displays.

Schickedanz said in 
contrast to other festivals, 
viewers will get more than 
just a musical experience.

“You buy in at one tick-
et price and invest in this 
art, and you’re basically 

just bombarded with dif-
ferent types of art over the 
weekend,” Schickedanz 
said. “You’re getting the 
exhibits where you can 
walk through and actually 
interact with them, you’re 
getting music, you’re get-
ting literature- all of it.”

Primarily housed in the 
Englert, the festival will 
also take place around the 
city, including at Gabe’s, 
the Chauncey, and the 
University of Iowa Main 
Library Galleries. 

Schickedanz said pair-
ing performers with plac-
es is a complex process.

“We’re really lucky to 
have partners around 
town that put on this fes-
tival with us,” he said. “We 
think that that’s a really 
special part of, really both 
of our festivals, is having 
it inside of all of these 
other venues, which is re-
ally unique and cool.”

Accessibility is a large 
concern for those at the 
Englert and at Little Village, 
as the two share the belief 
that art should be available 
to everyone. The festival 
therefore provides a pay-

what-you can option, in 
addition to the general and 
student two-day passes.

Some online and 
streaming options will be 
available for those with 
health concerns. For the 
first time, the festival will 

also have an American 
Sign Language interpreter 
at its events.

Schickedanz said he 
looks forward to seeing  
musical artist Tasha who 
played summer sessions for 
the Englert Theatre’s Mis-

sion Creek Festival, and the 
Writers of Color reading se-
ries. More information on 
the artists and itinerary can 
be found on the Witching 
Hour Festival’s website.

olivia-augustine@uiowa.edu

Annual art festival fosters creativity 
The annual art festival, hosted by the Englert Theatre and Little Village Magazine,

fosters creativity and encourage community interaction through several artistic avenues.

Anaka Sanders
Arts Reporter
 

The position of the Gold-
en Girl in the University of 
Iowa’s Hawkeye Marching 
Band has traditionally been 
held by just one twirler,but 
now — for the first time 
since 1987 — it is held by 
two.

Senior Golden Girl Ky-
lene Spanbauer is original-
ly from Fond du Lac, Wis-
consin, where she spent her 
childhood baton twirling 

and participating in com-
petitions. After coming to 
a Hawkeye football game 
her freshman year of high 
school, she knew she want-
ed to be the UI’s Golden 
Girl. 

“I have loved being in the 
Hawkeye Marching Band 
here,” Spanbauer said. “It’s 
been just an incredible ex-
perience.”

One of her favorite 
marching band traditions is 
during the third quarter of 
football games at Kinnick 

Stadium, when the drum 
major and the Golden Girl 
go up to the top floor of the 
UI Stead Family Children’s 
Hospital and visit with the 
kids there. Unfortunate-
ly, because of COVID-19, 
the tradition was unable 
to continue this year, but 
Spanbauer said she knows 
it was for the best. 

After four years of being 
the only twirler in the band, 
Spanbauer was joined by 
Junior Golden Girl Ella 
McDaniel, a first year. 

Spanbauer said it was 
different adding another 
person to the position, but 
she was excited to figure 
out how it was going to 
work. The pair wanted to 
highlight their individu-
al skills, but also build off 
each other to become bet-
ter twirlers, she said. 

Spanbauer described 
she and McDaniel’s rela-
tionship as “so much fun.” 
She said they are always 
messing around together, 
and McDaniel feels like her 
little sister because of the 
five-year age difference be-
tween them.

“I’m almost her mom at 
times. She likes to call me 
‘Mom’ on occasion,” Span-
bauer said. “I guess because 
I’m always reminding her 
to do things or trying to 
assist her in learning the 
Golden Girl position.”

McDaniel is from Candia, 
New Hampshire, and has 
now twirled for 13 years. 
She said her favorite part 
of twirling is the challenge, 
and that there is always 
something new to learn.

One of the biggest mo-
ments in football this 
season was Iowa’s game 
against Penn State. McDan-
iel had only one word to 
describe the feeling of that 
day – “insane.” She didn’t 
know what to expect after 

she was told fans might 
storm the field following 
the game. 

 “Just the thought of 
knowing how many more 
people were going to be 
at this game was a little 
daunting, but in my head, 
I thought, ‘It’s just another 
game,’” she said.

McDaniel said she has 
looked up to the Hawkeye 
Marching Band since she 
was little, so she has yet to 
feel homesick. She also said 
she can go to Spanbauer 
for anything, including to 
learn everything she she 
will need to know when she 
is the only one in the posi-
tion. 

Next year, Spanbau-
er plans on moving back 
home to Wisconsin to be 
with family, which is some-
thing she hasn’t been able 
to do for five years. She also 
plans on working in recrea-
tional therapy, but doesn’t 
know yet which route she’d 
like to take. 

“I’m so thankful for my 
experience in the Hawkeye 
Marching Band and all the 
people I’ve gotten to meet,” 
Spanbauer said. “I’m just 
so excited to see what Ella 
does with the position. Her 
and I have had an incredi-
ble year together so far.”

anaka-sandars@uiowa.edu

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Golden Girl Kylene Spanbauer walks onto the field before a football game between No. 2 Iowa and Purdue at 
Kinnick Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 16.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Golden Girl Ella McDaniel juggles batons during halftime at a football 
game between then-No. 3 Iowa and then-No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick 
Stadium on Oct. 9.
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Amplify

Calendar
Community Events on Campus

Wednesday, Nov. 3, 1:00 p.m.: BGC: Navigating Intercultural 
Conflict (Virtual) 

Monday, Nov. 1, 7:00 p.m.: Bilingual Reading with Hector 
Abad Faciolince (Iowa City Pubic Library)

Monday, Nov. 1, 2:00 p.m.: LGBTQ+ Safe Zone: Phase II 

Stay tuned for more Amplify sections and 
community chats in 2021.Friday, Nov. 3, 11:30 p.m. : Hawks of Color (Virtual) 

Friday, Nov. 3, 12:00 p.m.: International Writing Program 
(IWP) Panel Discussion Series: “Imagination<>Computation” 
(Iowa City Public Library)

Tues, Nov. 9 11:30 a.m.: Black (Virtual)

Isaac Goffin and Chris Werner
Sports Reporters

Cole Grolmus was 
perched in his grandfather 
Carroll Scott season ticket 
seats at Kinnick Stadium 
in section 108. He roared 
on his beloved Hawkeyes 
from the east stands as 
they faced Penn State 
during the stadium’s big-
gest game since 1985. 

Grolmus made the de-
cision to attend the Oct. 9 
game a couple weeks be-
forehand — but the main 
reason he went was not 
because the game fea-
tured two AP top-5 teams.

Instead, Grolmus was 
there because the Univer-
sity of Iowa was honoring 
its historic 1921 Big Ten 
champion football team at 
halftime, which included 
the official dedication of 
Duke Slater Field — named 
after the legendary Black 
tackle on that squad. 

For the first time, 
Grolmus, a 2007 UI grad-
uate, observed the words 
“Duke Slater Field” paint-
ed in bold, golden letters 
at each 25-yard line. 

The dedication of the 
field to a historic Iowa ath-
lete had special significance 
to Grolmus.

“Seeing it in person, 
it was incredible to see,” 
Grolmus said. “It’s just a 
completely different ex-
perience when you see 
it with your own eyes. 
In my case, I was fortu-
nate enough to watch the 
game with my 83-year-
old grandpa, who’s a 63-
year season ticket hold-
er, and it’s probably one 

of the best memories I’ll 
ever have.” 

Many donning Black 
and Gold in the crowded 
stadium felt a sense of 
school pride as Sandra 
Wilkins, Duke Slater’s 
niece, stood on the field 
with Broderick Binns, the 
athletics department’s 
diversity, equity, and in-
clusion director. 

Grolmus, a cybersecu-
rity consultant living in 
Minnesota, published a 
Twitter thread in June 
2020 amid cries of racial 
disparities within the 
Iowa football program 
from current and former 
football players. 

He detailed the history 

of the naming of Kinnick 
Stadium. In 1972, there 
was a push from then-UI 
president Willard “Sandy” 
Boyd to name the venue 
Kinnick-Slater Stadium. 
The proposal was shot 
down after the campus 
planning committee told 
Boyd it didn’t want to use 
a hyphenated name, Boyd 
told The Daily Iowan last 
year. 

The legend of Duke 
Slater

The first Black 
All-American football 
player at Iowa, Slat-
er competed for the 
Hawkeyes from 1918-21.

Slater was not allowed 
to live on campus be-
cause of his race, but he 
still earned ‘All-American 
honors’ twice.

After his college ca-
reer, Slater played in the 
NFL from 1922-31 as the 
league’s first Black line-
man. He garnered seven 
All-Pro honors and was 
inducted into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in 
August as part of its Cen-
tennial Class. 

“He’s a pioneer,” Iowa 
defensive line coach Kelvin 
Bell said during Iowa Foot-
ball Media day in August. 
“You talk about a man of 
color who was able to do 
the things he did here at 
the university. He’s a real 
trailblazer for us.”

Slater returned to the UI 
while still in the NFL earn-
ing a law degree in 1928. 
He became the first Black 
judge on the Cook County 
Superior Court in Chicago.

Wilkins, an 82-year-old 

former school administra-
tor now living in Fayette-
ville, Georgia, described 
her uncle as a proud, calm, 
and supportive person. 
Though Wilkins grew up 
in Los Angeles, Slater vis-
ited her every year during 
her childhood. 

While she was a teenager, 
Wilkins went into an eleva-
tor with her uncle in Chica-
go. They witnessed the el-
evator operation shuffling 
around and speaking in a 
Southern dialect — at first 
causing Wilkins to criticize 
the operator’s behavior to 
her uncle.

Slater took Wilkins back 
into the elevator, where 
the man said, “How do you 

do, Judge Slater?” in what 
Wilkins recalled as a very 
distinguished voice.

“They talked, and then 
we got out of the elevator, 
and he said, ‘What did you 
learn from this?’” Wilkins 
told The DI. “I said, ‘Never 
judge people from their first 
appearance.’ Then, Uncle 
Duke explained to me that 
this man, who was doing all 
that what I call, ‘Shucking 
and jiving,’ because they 
gave him big tips and was 
putting two kids through 
college.” 

When Wilkins stepped 
onto Duke Slater Field on 
Oct. 9, she said she was 
overwhelmed with the 
amount of school spirit 
she saw. Wilkins was also 
impressed with the relief 
statue depicting Slater 
outside of the stadium, be-
cause it showed him work-
ing with the Hawkeyes.

Slater would frequently 
go back to Iowa to sup-
port his Hawkeyes even 
after he was long gone 
from the UI and living 
200 miles away — despite 
the unfair treatment he 
received while attending 
the institution.

“I don’t think he saw it 
as a segregated school,” 
Wilkins said. “When he 
met many of his friends 
over the years, when he 
would come to L.A. for 
football games or to be 
with us for Christmas, 
his friends were from all 
different aspects of life 
and all different races, 
so I never perceived Iowa 
as a racist school, but 
then when I looked at the 
history, it was like most 
schools during that time.

“It did have some rac-
ism, but he didn’t make 
that a big issue in his 
life,” Wilkins added. “He 
got to know the people 
that he worked with, that 
he played with that he 

knew, and I think that’s 
why he was so accepted 
by everybody.” 

The naming 
The talk around hon-

oring Slater on the field 
settled down after sum-
mer 2020.

But on July 21 this year, 
Grolmus received a direct 
message on Twitter from AP 
correspondent Ryan Foley.

Foley was about to re-
port that the UI was plan-
ning to rename the field 
after Duke Slater, pending 
Board of Regents approval.

One week later, the re-
gents unanimously ap-
proved the recommen-
dation from the UI. Two 
days after the approval, 
crews began installing 
the gold emblem against 
the green turf. 

“Back when we did the 
renovation of that north 
end zone, we added that 
relief statue of Duke,” 
Matt Henderson, UI depu-
ty director of athletics for 
external relations, said. 
“And, over time, our ath-
letic director, Gary Barta, 
continued to learn more 
about Duke Slater’s story. 
We just felt that putting 
Duke’s name on the field 
would be a great capstone 
to Duke’s history and ac-
complishments.”

An economist for the Bu-
reau of Labor and Statistics, 
and a 2002 UI graduate, 
Neal Rozendaal was elated 
to hear from news reports 
that the Kinnick Stadium 
field was going to be named 
after Slater. He wrote the 
book, Duke Slater: Pioneer-
ing Black NFL Player and 
Judge, which Grolmus cited 
in his Twitter thread.

Rozendaal immediately 
phoned Wilkins to cele-
brate the tribute when he 
heard the news, he said.

“It’s one of those hon-
ors that is going to in-

crease his visibility among 
not just Hawkeye fans, but 
really college football fans 
overall,” Rozendaal said. 
“That when they watch a 
Hawkeye football game, 
they’ll be able to see Duke 
Slater’s name on the field, 
and it will prompt them to 
learn more about him and 
his remarkable story.” 

Iowa senior running 
back Ivory Kelly-Martin 
highlighted the signifi-
cance of Slater’s name on 
the Kinnick Stadium turf — 
not just to the Black com-
munity, but to everyone 
associated with the UI. 

“This means a lot to me, 
and it means a lot to all 
Hawkeyes,” Kelly-Martin 
said at the Iowa football 
Iowa Football Media Dat 
day in August. “Not just 
people of my race, but 
everybody. It’s nice that 
people like this are being 
celebrated, being sup-
ported, and given a stage. 
It gives you a better un-
derstanding of the things 
he had to go through back 
then.”

When Wilkins attend-
ed UCLA in the late 50s 
and early 60s, she talked 
a lot with her uncle about 
race relations — coincid-
ing with the civil-rights 
movement. 

“If it’s based in truth 
and love, it will become 
a fruition and happen,” 
Slater had repeatedly told 
Wilkins, she said Slater 
repeatly told her. 

Slater knew the words 
of the U.S. Constitution 
could guide the country 
to a more equal place, 
but Wilkins thought Slat-
er was crazy for thinking 
about that. 

Slater died in 1966, 
shortly after the passage of 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 
The pioneering athlete 
wasn’t around to see the 
1969 boycott of Iowa foot-

ball players over unfair 
treatment, or the recent 
cultural shift and racial 
reconciliation the program 
went in summer 2020.

So, what would have 
Slater thought of the 
ways the UI has honored 
him since his death? 

“I never saw him brag or 
anything, but I think I saw 
him when he felt pride 
and joy in things the fam-
ily had done or something 
had happened, that he 
was really appreciative of 
in Chicago,” Wilkins said. 
“And I think that’s prob-
ably how he would have 
felt, seeing the integrat-
ed football team. He lived 
during such a different 
time for Black folks that I 
think he would have been 
very pleased. He saw a lot 
of progress and received 
a lot of recognition, but I 
think he would have been 
very, very impressed with 
what he’s been acknowl-
edged, and I sort of be-
lieve that he knows.”

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Duke Slater Field recognizes 
historic football player

The University of Iowa decided to name Kinnick Stadium’s field after Duke Slater,
one of the first Black players in Iowa Athletics history, in July.

Grace Smith /The Daily Iowan
Sandy Wilkins, Duke Slater’s niece, accepts a football award for Duke Slater Field during a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at 
Kinnick Stadium on Oct. 9. 

 Jerod Ringwald /The Daily Iowan
Duke Slater Field as seen on Aug. 13. SLATER FAST FACTS

- Two-time All-American 
at Iowa.
- First Black All-Ameri-
can at Iowa and just the 
sixth African-American 
to earn such honors in 
the history of college 
football. 
- Ten-year professional 
football career 
- Six official All-Pro sea-
sons in the NFL
- Earned Law degree 
from Iowa during NFL 
offseasons and served 
as a high-ranking 
Chicago judge during 
his playing career and 
after. He worked until his 
death in 1966.
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