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STADIUM SWARM

Iowa rallied to beat Penn State 23-20 in a top-five 
matchup in Kinnick Stadium on Saturday. Page 3A
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Bicycle Tips: Registration
• FREE for university faculty,

staff and students.
• Serves as theft deterrent.
• Assists in identification of

lost/stolen bicycles.
• Take a photo of your bike

for identification.

transportation.uiowa.edu
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Big Noon bash

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Fans watch the FOX Big Noon Kickoff show on the Pentacrest before a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State in Iowa City on Saturday. 
This was Big Noon Kickoff ’s first time in Iowa City and the first top-five match up at Kinnick since 1985.
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New mental health line debuts
The new mental health service, which went live on Thursday, is reachable by 

phone, text, and online chat seven days a week.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assisstance Program has received increased funding to benifit Iowans. 

Food assistance programs make long-term changes
Meg Doster
News Reporter 

Iowa’s Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance 
Program has received an 
increase in federal fund-
ing that will be awarded 
to those on the food as-
sistance program, includ-
ing thousands of Johnson 
County residents. 

The Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program has recently 
received an estimated 
25-27 percent increase 
in federal funds for fiscal 
2022.

“We are seeing a kind 
of baseline increase of 
all benefits,” said Janee 
Harvey, administrator 
for adult, children, and 
family services for the 
Iowa Department of Hu-

man Services. “Whether 
you’re a household of 
one or a household of 
seven, you’re going to 
see this new percentage 
increase in the amount 
of benefits you get.”

The increase in funds 
went into effec  Oct. 1, 
after benefits from the 
COVID-19 relief bill from 
2020 ended in September. 
The relief bill gave the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program ben-
eficiaries a bonus of 15 
percent from the 2021 fis-
cal year’s original budget.

The new benefits for  
fiscal 2022 are not tied up 
in COVID-19 relief, but 
part of the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram itself.

“  We have seen a num-
ber of food assistance 

increases in order to re-
spond to the pandemic,” 
Harvey said.

All funds given to the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program are 
issued from the federal 
government and are de-
cided on an annual basis 
for each fiscal year.

In fiscal 2022, 285,040 
eligible Iowans will re-
ceive $458 in Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance 
Program benefits.

There are 9,610 re-
cipients living in John-
son County. On average, 
$64,179,387 benefits are 
issued monthly.

Harvey said infla-
tion has gone up during 
the pandemic, and that 
families are now having 
a harder time keeping 
themselves afoat.

“As other people’s basic 
needs, such as housing, 
utilities, any of those...
go up — and you would 
see that as I said in the 
consumer price index or 
inflation — we know that 
that what families have 
to do sometimes is make 
,unfortunately competing 
choices, ‘Do I get food, or 
do I pay my rent?’” Har-
vey said.

Harvey said, as Iowans 
come out of the pandem-
ic, she hopes the Sup-
plemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program helps 
people get them back on 
their feet.

Sarah Henry, adviser 
to the University of Iowa 
Food Pantry at Iowa, said 
the pandemic has caused 
a surge of new people to 
visit the pantry, and that 
the growing number of 
people hasn’t stopped 
more than 18 months lat-
er.

“We have about 100 
people visit every week, 
and then a lot of those 
people are also shopping 
for roommates or family 
members,” Henry said. “I 
would say that number is 

probably larger, looking 
at how many people eat 
the food from the pantry, 
but about 100 visitors ... 
sign in every week.”

Henry said the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program’s large in-
crease in benefits is good 
for Iowans.

The Food Pantry at 
Iowa does not recieve 
monetary government as-
sistance, Henry said,  but 
has a budget decided by 
the UI’s Student Govern-
ment along with dona-
tions.

The Food Pantry is not 
affiliated with the Sup-
plemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, but 
does encourage people in 
need to apply for the pro-
gram.

“The pandemic has re-
ally highlighted that all 
across society, we have a 
need to be providing good 
food and basic needs re-
sources,” Henry said. “I 
don’t think that, once the 
pandemic is over, it will 
just go away.”

megan-doster@uiowa.edu

Kate Perez
News Reporter

The University of Iowa 
has a new 24-hour Mental 
Health Support Line for UI 
Students, the UI Division of 
Student Life announced on 
Oct. 7. 

The new support service 
comes after a recent part-
nership with CommUnity 
Crisis Services, which has 
provided multiple crisis 
services for the Iowa City 
area since 1970. This ser-
vice, however, will only be 
for UI students — a first for 
CommUnity. It will also be 
available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

“What we know is that 
crisis doesn’t necessarily 
wait on the clock,” Barry 
Schreier, director of Uni-
versity Counseling Ser-
vices, said. “It’s 3 in the 
morning or 2 in the after-
noon — there always will be 
this opportunity for folks to 
reach out.”

Discussion about the 
hotline originally began in 
early summer, and it was 
almost completed by the 
end of the summer, Sch-
reier said. The program is 
“blessed” to be able to have 
the hotline paired with a 
local company in the Com-
mUnity Crisis Center, he 
said. 

The partnership between 
CommUnity Crisis Services 
and the UI was formed as a 
response to a recommen-
dation from the Reimagin-
ing Campus Safety Action 
Committee to increase in-
vestments in student men-
tal health and basic needs 
support.

“Providing timely and 
appropriate care to stu-
dents who are experienc-
ing any kind of distress is 
crucial to their well-being. 
CommUnity has been an 
essential resource to our 

community and a valued 
UI partner for many years. 
Having dedicated service 
for University of Iowa stu-
dents will help fill a critical 
need on our campus,” Dean 
of Students Angie Reams 
said in a statement on the 
UI Division of Student Life 
website. 

The 24/7 access to care 
allows students to obtain 
care and support on their 
schedule and in a way that 
best meets their needs 
without having to wait for 
an office to open or for an 
available appointment, 
Reams wrote in an email to 
The Daily Iowan. 

In the 2021 National 
College Health Assessment 
data, the undergraduate 
student summary revealed: 
• 45.3 percent of UI un-

dergraduate students 
named stress as an ac-
ademic impediment

• 37.3 percent of UI un-
dergraduate students 
named anxiety as an 
academic impediment

• 28 percent of UI un-
dergraduate students 
named depression as 
an academic impedi-
ment

• 78.8 percent of UI un-
dergraduate students 
reported a high or 
moderate stress level 
in the last year

• 29.1 percent of UI un-
dergraduate students 
reported having two 
or more mental health 
conditions

• 50.1 percent of UI un-
dergraduate students 
reported using psy-
chological or mental 
health services in their 
lifetime, with 33.1 per-
cent reporting that 
they had used them 
in the last 12 months. 
Of the students who 
have reported using 
services in the last 12 

months, 43.1 percent 
reported receiving 
on-campus services. 

The UI Support and Cri-
sis Line will offer students 
who contact it multiple op-
tions to receive help, based 
on their comfort levels and 
needs at the moment, in-
cluding talking through 
their concerns on the 
phone with a crisis coun-
selor from the CommUnity 
Crisis Services. 

Students can also receive 
in-person support from the 
Johnson County Mobile 
Crisis Unit, which works 
to deescalate the concern 
of the student, assess the 
need for referrals to other 
services — whether it be in 
the community or  on cam-
pus — reduce unnecessary 
hospitalizations, and help 
admit the client to a crisis 
stabilization bed if need-
ed. The Johnson County 
Mobile Crisis Unit is only 
dispatched if the student 
requests in-person support 
or if it is warranted based 
on the situation at hand. 

Students also have the 

option to receive trans-
portation to the Iowa City 
GuideLink Center or to a 
local hospital. 

The name UI Crisis and 
Support Line was picked 
specifically to encourage 
all students to use the line, 
Schreier said. 

“We very specifically 
picked language like cri-
sis and support because 
maybe I’m not in crisis, 
just needing some support 
around something,” Sch-
reier said. “We don’t want 
to discourage students 
from using it because they 
don’t think they’re in a cri-
sis.”

The new support line is 
funded by the UI Division 
of Student Life as well as 
the student mental health 
fee. The student mental 
health fee is mandato-
ry and automatically in-
cluded in each student’s 
tuition. The cost will be 
based on the number of 
calls, chats, and texts in 
accordance with use each 
month and is estimated at 
approximately $72,000 an-

nually, Reams wrote. 
Overall, the hotline is 

just one more way for stu-
dents to maintain their 
mental health, Schreier 
said. 

“Anything that impacts 
one’s well-being, impacts 
one’s mental health,” 
Schreier said. “Having 
this additional 24/7 crisis 
and support line is just 
one more contribution to 

helping students maintain 
their well being.”

The services are live 
now and can be reached 
through phone calls and 
text messages at 844-
461-5420 or through on-
line chat at www.mental-
health.uiowa.edu. The line 
is staffed by CommUnity 
Crisis Staff volunteers. 

katharine-perez@uiowa.edu

Source: 2021 National College Health Assessment/ Infographic by Rachel Schilke

Percentage of UI students reporting mental health concerns 

http://transportation.uiowa.edu
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Madness at Kinnick Stadium
Hawkeye fans stormed the field after then-No. 3 Iowa’s comeback 23-20 win over then-No. 4 Penn State.

Robert Read
Pregame Editor

Iowa center Tyler Linder-
baum blocked Penn State 
defenders all night, but get-
ting past the Hawkeye fans 
blocking him from the locker 
room proved to be an entire-
ly different challenge.

As soon as Iowa quarter-
back Spencer Petras took a 
knee in victory formation 
to end Iowa’s win over Penn 
State Saturday, fans in black 
and gold poured from the 
bleachers and onto Duke 
Slater Field turf.

The then-No. 3 Iowa (6-
0) football team overcame 
an early 14-point deficit 
and scored a game-win-
ning touchdown with 6:26 
remaining in the fourth 
quarter to defeat then-No. 
4 Penn State (5-1) 23, 20 in 
the first matchup between 
top-five teams at Kinnick 
Stadium since 1985. As the 
game ended, Iowa players 
had to think about their es-
cape routes.

“That was probably the 
hardest part of that game — 
trying to get through that 
mosh pit,” Linderbaum said. 
“I’m not going to lie — I 

might have a slight concus-
sion from the amount of 
times I got hit on the head 
[by fans]. Just kidding, don’t 
tell the trainers.”

The hundreds of 
Hawkeyes who spilled out 
of the stands had plenty to 
celebrate.

A few hours before Pet-
ras hit wide receiver Nico 
Ragaini for the go-ahead 
44-yard score, Iowa trailed 
17-3 with 12:31 remaining 
in the first half. It was the 
first double-digit deficit the 
Hawkeyes had faced in their 
last 18 games.

But with six-and-a-half 
minutes left in the game, 
Iowa started a possession 
in Penn State territory 
down by four points and 
had the chance to take 
the lead. It took one play 
to do so.

Petras faked a handoff 
to Iowa running back Ty-
ler Goodson and connected 
with a wide-open Ragaini, 
who had faked an in-break-
ing route before running 
back out toward the sideline 
and positioning himself to 
catch his first touchdown 
since 2019.

Madness ensued.
Defensive tackle Logan 

Lee and Petras both pro-
claimed that Saturday’s at-
mosphere was the loudest 
they had ever heard at Kinn-
ick Stadium.

“I-O-W-A” and “Let’s 
go Hawks” chants roared 
throughout the stadium 
when Penn State got the 
ball back. After the Nittany 
Lions turned the ball over 
on downs twice, punted, 
and threw an interception 
on their final four drives of 
the game, Iowa fans stormed 
the field under the Kinnick 
lights as though mimicking 
the Hawkeye swarm.

“That’s one of those 
things that you love to see,” 
Petras said. “It’s super fun. If 
you go back and look at the 
biggest games in our pro-
gram’s history, the crowd is 
usually down there storming 
the field. What a way to cele-
brate that win.”

Fans started screaming as 
they sprinted toward mid-
field and embraced Iowa 
players and coaches.

Some Hawkeyes, like Ar-
land Bruce IV and Tyrone 
Tracy Jr., met their families 

behind Iowa’s bench on the 
sideline. Fifth-year senior 
cornerback Matt Hankins 
had been part of two prior 
field-stormings at Kinnick 
Stadium — against Ohio 
State in 2017 and Minne-
sota in 2019 — and opted 
to sprint right to the locker 
room as the game ended.

Petras was met by a 
friend, who hugged him be-
fore they were both pushed 
to the ground.

“I fell on top of her,” Pet-
ras said. “It was pretty scary 
for a second. I was like, ‘We 
have to get up because we 
could get trampled real 
quick.’ She was not exactly 
understanding.”

Offensive lineman Jack 
Plumb and fullback Monte 
Pottebaum helped Petras 
up and provided blocking 
lanes for him all the way 
to the locker room. Some 
Hawkeyes didn’t make it 
back in time to hear Ferentz 
deliver his postgame speech 
because they couldn’t ma-
neuver through the thick 
Iowa crowd.

The onlookers at Kinn-
ick Stadium’s first sold-out 
game of the year may not 

have thought they would 
have a reason to storm the 
field when Petras went 
one-for-nine passing for 14 
yards and an interception 
in the first quarter, or when 
Iowa’s defense allowed two 
first-quarter touchdowns.

But Petras and the Hawk-
eye offense settled in, as did 
the Iowa defense.

One play before Penn 
State kicked a field goal to 
go up 17-3, starting quar-
terback Sean Clifford was 
drilled by Iowa linebacker 
Jack Campbell and left the 
game with an injury. He did 
not return. Clifford’s re-
placement, Ta’Quan Rober-
son, only led the Nittany Li-
ons to three points the rest 
of the game.

Before Hawkeye fans 
got on the field, they dis-
rupted Penn State’s offense 
throughout the game. The 
Nittany Lions recorded eight 
false start penalties — a re-
sult of the noise from the 
crowd inside Kinnick Stadi-
um. There was more to cheer 
about as the game went on.

Both Nittany Lion quar-
terbacks threw two in-
terceptions on the day, 

giving Iowa’s secondary 
16 on the season. And Pe-
tras finished 17-of-31 for 
195 yards with two touch-
downs and an interception 
after his shaky start.

The result was Iowa’s 
12th straight win and 
its sixth straight over a 
ranked opponent.

Ferentz said Iowa expect-
ed to have a great crowd on 
hand for Saturday’s game, 
but the Hawkeyes couldn’t 
rely on it. It was still the 
players’ job to win the game. 
Hawkeye fans weren’t going 
to be on the field, Ferentz 
told his team on Monday.

But they were by Satur-
day night.

“The fans today were on 
another level,” Ragaini said. 
“I’d never seen anything like 
it. It was rowdy and I’ll truly 
never forget what today was 
like. This was like the biggest 
of big time, which was pretty 
awesome. You don’t get mo-
ments like this every day. It 
was mentally draining and 
physically draining. But we 
came out on top. We fought 
for it, and we deserve it.”

           robert-read@uiowa.edu

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa fans cheer on the Hawkeyes during a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick 
Stadium on Saturday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Nittany Lions 23-20. 

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa fans storm the field after a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Nittany Lions 23-20. 

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa fans storm the field after a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on 
Saturday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Nittany Lions 23-20. 

http://virtualdance.studio.uiowa.edu
http://theatre.uiowa.edu
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COLUMN

Public libraries play a critical role in society

Libraries are essen-
tial spaces in bettering 
community health and 
should be supported. In 
Iowa City, we are fortu-
nate enough to have a 
beautiful public library 
with large open windows 
and a seemingly new sil-
ver exterior. Once you 
step foot in the library, 
the walls are stacked 
with books and displays 
are scattered around in-
viting you to look at this 
month’s new picks. 

Many people don’t 
think of libraries when 
it comes to addressing 
systemic issues in the 
community. While librar-
ies provide free access to 
books, films, computers, 
and more, they are also 
major hubs for support-
ing people experiencing 
mental health struggles, 
homelessness, addiction, 
and a variety of other 
things influenced by so-
cial factors.   

Research shows 95 per-
cent of U.S. citizens live 
in a public library sec-
tor. On top of that, half of 
the American population 
bringing in an annual in-
come under $30,000 visited 
public libraries, along with 
half of the African Amer-

ican population and close 
to two-thirds of Americans 
with college degrees.   

According to the Pub-
lic Library Association 
President, the number of 
patrons visiting public 
libraries has picked up 
over time. With increas-
es in library visits, cer-
tain there are needs that 
should be attended to. 

Libraries nationwide 
have increasingly imple-
mented mental health 
initiatives to implement 
mental health training to 
address people’s needs in 
relation to experiencing 
homelessness, addiction, 
and more.  

With how frequented 
and the diverse range of 
demographics public li-
braries reach, we should 
support implementing 
more programs in public 
libraries that would help 
better the community.  

A major factor in the 
potential libraries have 
for furthering communi-
ties is inclusivity. They 
are completely open and 
free for people to gain 
access to vital resources 
like Wi-Fi, computers, 
educational resources, 
and more.  

Libraries have also 
played an essential role 
in providing technology 
in an age where access 
to and literacy in tech-
nology are essential in 
connecting to the world 
around us. This is espe-
cially important in job 
searching for individuals. 

Over 88 percent of pub-
lic libraries offer literacy 
in digital programming, 
and more than one-third 

of libraries have dedicat-
ed digital literacy pro-
grams with trained staff. 

In addition to many 
technological resourc-
es, statistics show more 
than 63 percent of public 
libraries offer resources 
for job employment. 

The Iowa City Public 
Library has a variety of 

useful community re-
sources. There is a cat-
alog of online resources 
like the Adult Learning 
Center which has resume 
writing resources, career 
resources, preparation 
for the U.S. citizenship 
test and more. There are 
Iowa Legal Aid resourc-
es with information for 

low-income Iowans.    
Outside of visiting the 

public library and getting 
yourself a library card,  
there are several events 
where people can support 
libraries. The English 
Conversation Club allows 
people to practice English 
speaking skills and The 
Buddy Dispatch service 

allows teens to support 
each other during the 
pandemic.  

To show support for the 
Iowa City Public Library, 
people can also volunteer 
as well as donate gently 
used books for their The 
Book End initiative.   

yassie-buchanan@uiowa.edu

People need to start supporting public libraries as a vital resource in bettering communities across the country.

Gabby Dress/The Daily Iowan
A  visitor picks out a book at the Iowa City Public Library on Sept. 27,. 

GUEST OPINION COLUMN

Vengeance isn’t healing Abolish the debt ceiling

Shahab Khan
Opinions Columnist 

In order 
to safeguard 
the economy 
from politi-
cal sabotage, 
D e m o c r a t s 
need to abol-
ish the debt 
ceiling. 

For pol-
i c y m a k e r s 
and political 
s t r a t e g i s t s 

looking to destroy their industrialized coun-
try’s economy, weaponizing an arbitrary 
limit on how much the country can borrow 
is a brilliant tactic. This is the approach ad-
opted by the Republican Party in an effort 
to torpedo President Joe Biden’s legislative 
agenda, and his chances of reelection. 

Of course, Republicans are not going to 
come out and openly say they are trying to 
defeat Biden in the game of thrones at the 
expense of the economic well-being of the 
American people.

Explaining why they did not vote to in-
crease the debt limit, Sen. Joni Ernst and 
Rep. Ashley Hinson used the same languor-
ous postulations about how Democrats’s 
reckless spending has maxed out America’s 
credit card and any breach of the debt ceil-
ing would drive up inflation to levels that 
hurt the economy. 

By their logic, we must be fiscally re-
sponsible by taking upon the most fiscally 
irresponsible action; force the U.S. to de-
fault and wipe out $15 trillion in house-
hold wealth.

First, the analogy that the U.S. has to pay its 
debt like households do with credit card bills 
is ridiculous as households cannot turn their 
debt into legal tender. The Treasury Depart-
ment issues its debts as securities: assets that 
are traded on the open market by investors. 

In times of economic crisis, one of the 
strategies the Federal Reserve uses cash 
to buy treasury bonds from investors. 
Due to the easy access to liquidity, the 
yields on treasury bonds are relatively 
small — compared to other securities, 
such as stocks—leading to low interest 
payments on the debt. 

Furthermore, U.S. treasury bonds have 
the backing of the U.S. government, the 
most powerful entity in the world. This 
gives investors confidence that the security 
they are buying is comparatively less risky 
to other securities. Thus, even after treasury 
bonds mature, investors just buy more trea-
sury bonds allowing the U.S. government to 
refinance its debt with more debt. 

In other words, thanks to the high cred-
ibility that treasury bonds have among 
global investors, it is impossible for the U.S. 
to go bankrupt. Unless that is, the country 
cannot issue any more bonds because it has 
breached the debt limit. 

Next, taking a look at expansionary fiscal 
policies and deficits of the past, it becomes 
clear that ballooning deficits and debts do 
not contribute to inflation as much as other 
inputs, such as supply chains.

During the post-Great Recession recov-
ery, Republicans were up in arms about 
how government spending and loose mon-
etary policy would create an economic 
climate in which inflation would become 
embedded within the economy. That is far 
from the truth.

The high rates of inflation seen during 
the recovery was, as it is now, transitory. 
The reason why is that the inflation we have 
seen in recent economic crises has been 
cost-push. This means that slow downs in 
global supply chains cause prices to rise, not 
fiscal and monetary policy.

Once supply chains are able to get back to 
normal, the price of regular goods decreases. 
If inflation were really embedded, the price 
of sticky goods such as wages and rentals on 
capital would also increase, something the 
data does not show.

In the current economy, large debts have 
not led to the inflation that republicans 
claim is right around the corner. As a result, 
a debt ceiling does not make any sense from 
an economic standpoint. 

However, in today’s political climate, tak-
ing the economy hostage and allowing the 
U.S. to default on its debt seems like a win-
ning strategy. This cannot be sustained and 
we must abolish the debt ceiling. 

                                                  shahab-khan@uiowa.edu

The debt ceiling is a self-inflicting handicap — we should get rid of it. 

Editor’s note: This col-
umn contains discussion 
of sexual assault. 

The man who raped me 
has been arrested, over a 
year after the warrant was 
issued, on a probation vi-
olation. I wasn’t even no-
tified. I only know because 
a family friend saw in 
the court docket that my 
name had been listed in 
a no-contact order. Iowa 
City now has a civilian 
victim services coordina-
tor. Yet to this day, no one 
has contacted me to see 
how I am doing or to help 
me deal with the trauma 
I’ve had to endure: not the 
city, not the police, not 
the coordinator.

When the defendant 
pleaded not guilty, I was 
notified by Victim Ad-
vocates in the Johnson 
County prosecutor’s of-
fice. Then in early Sep-
tember, I spoke publicly 
at my commission meet-
ings and was approached 
by Chief Liston of the 
Iowa City Police Depart-
ment. 

The man who assault-
ed me was a complete 
stranger, and I don’t think 
city officials appreciate 
how terrifying that is. 
Last fall, I spoke at a do-
mestic violence and com-
munity safety hearing at 
Wetherby Park attended 
by Mayor Bruce Teague, 
City Council Member Lau-
ra Bergus, and City Man-
ager Geoff Fruin. Local 
nonprofit organizations 
Domestic Violence Inter-

vention Program and Nis-
sa African Family Services 
had their say, then I got up 
and told the story of how 
frustrating it is to know 
that your assailant lives a 
few blocks away from you, 
but there has been zero ef-
fort to arrest him. 

Compare that to the 
efforts our local police 
have put into infiltrating 
protests, cultivating in-
formants in group chats 
where medics are be-
ing outed, and arresting 
protestors on ridiculous 
charges. I received many 
statements of “we’re sor-
ry, we’ll definitely get on 
this and keep you post-
ed” from the officers who 
were there that night. But 
now, a year later, none of 
those sentiments have 
panned out.

I consider myself oddly 
lucky. Most women don’t 
even get their rape kits 
read, much less their as-
sailants caught. I have a 
support system to help 
me: a therapist, a psychi-
atrist, and a physician’s 
assistant in psychiatry, all 
of whom I trust immense-
ly. I can text my therapist 
for coaching in moments 
of crisis and have the 
tools learned from ther-
apy to stop me from un-
dereating, self-harming, 
or committing suicide.

But as a Black woman, I 
know I am the exception. 
If abandoned by local of-
ficials the way I was, most 
Black women wouldn’t 
have the means to keep 
from being traumatized 

over and over again. You’d 
almost think officials care 
more about the perpetra-
tor than the victims, who 
are always left to fend for 
themselves.

Meanwhile, the city has 
been talking about hiring 
15 new positions in the 
Iowa City Police Depart-
ment, and the county on a 
$230,000 armored vehicle 
called a bearcat. Wouldn’t 
that money be better 
spent on the women who 
have nowhere else to 
turn? Why can’t we give 
them the same access to 
mental health resources 
that I have? Why do their 
needs have to take a back 
seat to the pretense of 
“solving crimes?” After 
all, ICPD hasn’t done any-
thing for me.

Which brings me to my 
final point. I don’t want 
the man who harmed me 
to be tortured because 
that’s what prison is. I’m 
at a place now where I 
don’t need vengeance. I 
want to hold the man who 
hurt me accountable, but 
that also means finding 
healing for whatever is 
going on in his life that 
made him do such a hor-
rible thing to a random 
woman. The moral weight 
of what happens to him 
falls on me too now, and 
I don’t want to repay 
one act of violence with 
another. Hurting him 
wouldn’t make me whole.

-Amel Ali, Vice Chair 
Iowa City Truth & Rec-
onciliation Commission

The vice chair of the Ad Hoc Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission speaks out about her experience with sexual assault.

Yassie Buchanan
Opinions Columnist 
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Trump continues election misinformation
Former President Donald Trump dedicated much of his 95-minute speech on Saturday

to discredited claims that he won the 2020 presidential election.
Check the facts of 
Trump’s speech

Natalie Dunlap & Lauren White
Politics Editor and Politics 
Reporter

Former President Don-
ald Trump continued to 
spread discredited and 
false claims about the 
2020 presidential election 
at a rally in Des Moines on 
Saturday, while deriding 
the Biden administration 
and hinting that he may 
seek the presidency again 
in 2024. 

Thousands of Trump 
supporters gathered at the 
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
on Saturday night. The 
fairgrounds have hosted 
politicians in the summer 
during the Iowa State Fair, 
and on this October eve-
ning, it was the site of a 
Republican political orga-
nization. 

“The election was a 
fraud and if we want to 
save our country and make 
America great again, we 
have only one choice,” 
Trump said. “We must 
elect strong and unyield-
ing American Republicans 
at every level.”

In front of the exuberant 
crowd, one reason Trump 
gave to prove his claims 
of winning the election is 
that no presidential can-
didate has ever won Iowa, 
Ohio, and Florida and went 

on to lose the election. 
However, in 1960, Richard 
Nixon did just that. 

Trump won Iowa in both 
the 2016 and 2020 presi-
dential races. 

He lost the national 
presidential race in 2020 
to President Joe Biden, 
followed by repeated false 
claims that he won the 
election and a two-month 
campaign to overturn the 
results. The efforts culmi-
nated in Trump supporters 
storming the U.S. Capitol 

on Jan. 6 in an attempt to 
prevent Biden’s election 
certification.

He also rejected the 
findings of the Arizona 
election audit led by Re-
publicans questioning 
Biden’s win, which once 
again found that Biden 
won the state.

He said there were 
74,000 ballots that did not 
have a chain of custody to 
them in that state prompt-

ing his high suspicion. 
However, this number was 
found using EV32 returns 
and EV33 files that are un-
official counts. 

“They know they got 
caught,” Trump said. All 
you have to do is listen to 
the numbers.”

In contradiction, Trump 
added that Arizona was 
much more honest than 
other swing states in the 
nation. 

Trump also echoed 
lies that there were more 

votes than voters in Penn-
sylvania. 

Trump made nods to 
a potential 2024 run for 
president, but didn’t fully 
announce his intentions on 
Saturday night. He said his 
movement had “only just 
begun,” pondered a new 
slogan — “Make America 
great again, again” — and 
suggested 2018 Democrat-
ic Georgia gubernatorial 
candidate Stacey Abrams 

may seek the presidency, 
and he’d enjoy running 
against her.

Challenging the Biden 
administration

In his 95-minute, 
wide-ranging speech, 
Trump criticized Biden’s 
withdrawal from Afghan-
istan, saying the military 
could have retained its 
military equipment, rather 
than leaving it in Afghan-
istan. 

He said Biden’s exit 
was disastrous and led 
to the Taliban’s quick 
takeover of the country. 
Trump was also planning 
to leave Afghanistan be-
fore he left office. Ac-
cording to reporting from 
Axios, Trump initially at-
tempted to quickly pull 
troops out of Afghani-
stan in December 2020 
after losing the election, 
but he was talked out of 
it by military generals.

Trump also derided the 
state of the economy and 
touted it under his own 
administration, saying 
the country was energy 
independent during his 
administration and noting 
record-low levels of unem-
ployment. 

“Gas prices and inflation 
have already skyrocketed,” 

he said of the first eight 
months of Biden’s admin-
istration, “…but it’s going 
to go up much more, get 
ready.”

Trump warned of “stag-
flation” under Biden, a 
scenario where inflation 
rises while economic 
growth stalls, often used 
to describe the recession 
of the 1970s. 

Iowa elected officials 

All of Iowa’s congres-
sional delegation voted to 
certify Biden as the pres-
ident, but Iowa Republi-
cans have not severed ties 
with Trump. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
Rep. Mariannette Mill-
er-Meeks, Rep. Ashley 
Hinson, and Gov. Kim 
Reynolds spoke at the Sat-
urday rally — all politicians 
facing reelection in 2022.  

Trump said the nation’s 
comeback begins in 2022 
and urged voters to help 
Republicans take back the 
U.S. House and Senate. 

“In 2022 help me. Help 
us,” Miller-Meeks said. “We 
have to gain a majority in 
the House and Senate.” 

Trump endorsed Grass-
ley, the longest serv-
ing current Republican 

Invasive species under control 
The Johnson County Department of Natural Resources has successfully controlled the spread of reed canary 

grass, an invasive plant species along the Iowa River Corridor, through a three-year rotation method.
Natasha Keicher 
News Reporter

After a long and difficult 
battle against reed canary 
grass, an invasive plant spe-
cies living along the Iowa 
River Corridor for decades, 
the Johnson County Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
says it has successfully con-
trolled its spread.  

Reed canary grass reduced 
the diversity along the Iowa 
River Corridor by outcompet-
ing the native plants around 
it. This created a monocul-
ture, an environment sur-
rounding the growth of one 
plant, that lacks the food and 
habitat needed for wildlife to 
survive in area, decreasing 
wildlife populations. 

Wildlife Management Bi-
ologist Steve Woodruff said 
the natural-resources de-
partment has seen an abun-
dance of diversity in plants 
and animal species, after 
introducing a three-year ro-
tation method.

“Where we’re doing this, 
we are slowing it down quite 
a bit,” Woodruff said. 

Every year, the depart-
ment visits different loca-
tions and determines where 
the reed canary grass is 
taking over again, Woodruff 
said. Once the locations are 
determined, he said tenant 
farmers partnered with the 
DNR will bale the reed ca-

nary grass as hay, which will 
be used to feed cattle or as 
bedding.

Once the reed canary 
grass reaches a height of 
six inches, it will be sprayed 
with chemicals like Round-
up to kill the root systems, 
Woodruff said. He added 
that most of the reed canary 
grass will be idle after a year, 
allowing the native plant 
species to grow. 

By the third year, the 
reed canary grass will begin 
overtaking the native plants 
again and the process of bal-
ing and spraying will restart. 

University of Iowa Asso-
ciate Professor and plant 
biologist Erin Irish said reed 
canary grass is difficult to 
eliminate. 

“Their underground 
structures are such storage 
organs that even if you man-
age to kill off the top with 
herbicide, there’s enough 
residual life left in the plant 
that it comes roaring back,” 
Irish said.  

Reed canary grass was in-
troduced in Iowa after major 
flooding in the 1800s be-
cause it helped prevent soil 
erosion along waterways, 
said Chris Jones, research 
engineer for the Iowa Insti-
tute of Hydraulic Research.

While the grass was able 
to provide short-term ben-
efits, Jones said it quickly 
outcompeted the native 

vegetation. 
“There’s trade-offs with 

all environmental stuff,” 
Jones said. “Whether it’s 
good, bad, or indifferent is 
difficult to say depending 
on what everyone’s environ-
mental objectives are.” 

Woodruff said the battle 
with reed canary grass has 

been a varying effort to con-
tain its spread over several 
decades. The back and forth 
was exacerbated by major 
flooding in Iowa, which al-
lows the plant’s seeds to trav-
el and germinate, he said.

Part of this year’s success 
in managing the invasive 
plant can be attributed to 

drought conditions, Wood-
ruff said. Because reed canary 
grass thrives in moist, wet 
environments, the dry con-
ditions over the year have 
stopped the plant’s seeds 
from spreading and germi-
nating along the corridor.  

The fight against reed 
canary grass has been filled 

with progress and setbacks, 
but Woodruff said he be-
lieves this time around could 
be different. 

“I think because we know 
more about how to manage 
it, it’ll become a more long-
term success,” he said.

natasha-keicher@uiowa.edu

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
A split field in the Iowa River Corridor project on Thursday, Oct. 7. Canary Reed Grass, which is an invasive species, can be seen on the left, while native 
species to Iowa Wetlands flourish on the right after removal of the Canary grass.

Cecilia Shearon/The Daily Iowan
Former President Donald Trump addresses the thousands of attendees who showed up for his “Save America” rally in Des Moines on Saturday.

The election was a fraud and if we want to 
save our country and make America great again, 
we only have one choice. We must elect strong and 
unyielding American Republicans at every level. 

— Former President Donald Trump

TRUMP | Page 6A

Lyle Muller and
Caleb McCullough
PolitiFact Iowa

In its partnership with 
PolitiFact, The Daily Iowan 
checked some of Trump’s 
comments during his 
speech on Saturday. Many 
are familiar from previous 
appearances across the 
country. But, they bear pay-
ing attention to because 
Iowa has held the nation’s 
first presidential nominat-
ing precinct caucuses and, 
so far, figures to do so again 
in 2024. 

“The latest Des Moines 
Register poll showed that 
Biden is a record low, 
31 percent approval in 
Iowa…While your all-time 
favorite president… is at 
a record high, the highest 
we’ve ever been.”

Trump has received 
high marks among Iowa 
voters, especially Republi-
cans. The most recent Des 
Moines Register/Mediacom 
Iowa Poll, reported Oct. 4, 
showed that 53 percent of 
Iowans have a favorable 
view of Trump, while 45 
percent  have an unfavor-
able view, the highest the 
poll has recorded. 

Whether it was a mis-
take or intentional, Trump 
flubbed the numbers on 
President Joe Biden’s fa-
vorability rating — in the 
same poll, 37 percent of 
voters said they had a fa-
vorable view of the presi-
dent, not 31 percent.

The Arizona forensic audit 
of the state’s 2020 pres-
idential election results 
“showed massive irregu-
larities.”

PolitiFact looked into 
this when Trump previous-
ly made the false comment, 
which the fact-finders ruled 
to be “Pants on Fire.” That 
report showed that a Re-
publican-led review of the 
2020 election totals in cru-
cial Arizona showed Biden 
with 45,469 more votes 
than Trump in Maricopa, 
the state’s largest county. 

Trump claimed that the 
audit showed “2,500 dupli-
cate ballots,” but that claim 
is misleading. The previous 
fact check found that du-
plicate ballots are created 
when election officials find 
a ballot has inconsistent 
signature information and 
they contact the voter, but 
only one ballot is actually 
counted. 

Check out dailyiowan.com 
for the full fact check.

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu
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Vaccines for kids 
could come soon

Lillian Poulsen
News Reporter

Some parents are hoping 
their kids ages 5 to 11 will 
receive the COVID-19 vac-
cine as soon as it’s avail-
able, as Pfizer seeks ap-
proval to expand eligibility 
for its vaccine.

Pfizer asked the Food and 
Drug Administration to au-
thorize its COVID-19 vaccine 
for the age group on Thurs-
day, according to the Associ-
ated Press.

The decision comes over a 
month after the U.S. autho-
rized the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine for adolescents ages 
12 to 17. The FDA fully ap-
proved the vaccine for adults 
in August.

With the new research, 
some parents and fami-
lies are hopeful they can 
feel safer by having their 
children vaccinated in the 
next month.

Julie Fitzpatrick, a physi-
cal therapist from Iowa City, 
said she plans to vaccinate 
her 10-year-old daughter 
for the health and welfare of 
her family.

“I trust the science and 
feel safe after being vacci-
nated myself,” she said. “My 
husband and I never got 
COVID, even with exposures, 
so I see it as really effective 
from a personal standpoint.”

Fitzpatrick also has a 
13-year-old who was re-
cently vaccinated, and said 
he’s had no side effects 
or a breakthrough case of 
COVID-19.

“I feel like it’s the best op-
tion for right now — numbers 
are going down and vaccina-
tion has a lot to do with that,” 
she said. “I want our children 
safe, and it’s important to 
trust the science on this.”

According to the AP, allow-

ing kids ages 5 to 11 to get the 
vaccine would expand avail-
ability to roughly 28 million 
more U.S. children. 

The number of new cases 
of COVID-19 among chil-
dren rose dramatically start-
ing in July, but the numbers 
have fallen through Sep-
tember and early October, 
reflecting a drop in cases 
across all age groups. Kids 
are at a lower risk for hos-
pitalization, severe illness, 
and death from COVID-19, 
but among children, there 
have been 5.9 million cas-
es and at least 520 deaths, 
according to the American 
Academy of Pediatrics.

As of Oct. 8, there are two 
pediatric inpatients cur-
rently at the University of 
Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, 
making the total number 
this year 90, according to UI 
Health Care’s online publi-
cation for faculty and staff, 
The Loop. 

Johnson County Commu-
nity Health Division Man-
ager Sam Jarvis said prelim-
inary reports from Pfizer 
show promising results from 
this age group. 

He said the vaccines are 
safe and effective, as shown 
in kids 12-17.

“Vaccination in this age 
group will have a dramatic 
impact on COVID hospital-
izations,” Jarvis said. “The 
strategy now is to continue 
to go on with daily activities 
like school, which is why it’s 
important for teachers and 
daycare workers to get vac-
cinated as soon as possible.”

Some parents are antic-
ipating the vaccine to im-
prove the outcomes for their 
children who are at higher 
risk for COVID-19 hospital-
ization and severe infection, 
Jarvis said.

Sarah Bengston, a physical 
therapist from Iowa City, said 
her son has some seasonal 
allergies and stronger symp-
toms when he has other re-
spiratory illnesses, making 
her worried that he would 
have a worse infection if he 
got COVID-19.

“I never know what might 
happen with him,” Bengston 
said. “I’m hopeful he can get 
the vaccine so he can be bet-
ter protected.”

Bengston said she un-
derstands that the deci-
sion to get vaccinated is 
personal and different for 
every family. 

She said she hopes peo-
ple will talk to health care 
providers they trust, so they 
can make informed decisions 
about how best to protect 
their families.

“Although the technolo-
gy is new, I feel confident in 
the vaccine,” Bengston said. 
“The adverse effects of the 
vaccine are rare, and the pos-
sibility of getting COVID-19 
outweighs any worries I have 
about the vaccine.”

Jarvis said he expects to 
see approval from the FDA 
and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention by 
the end of the month. 

As parents wait, he said, 
it’s important for them to 
talk to their child’s pediatri-
cian and other health experts 
they trust.

“Parents should have 
this conversation now — 
there’s plenty of informa-
tion shared with experts 
and published with answers 
to important questions,” 
Jarvis said. “I strongly en-
courage everyone, despite 
their age if they’re eligible, 
to get vaccinated.”

lillian-poulsen@uiowa.edu

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Syringes for the COVID-19 vaccine lay on a counter at the VA Medical Center in Iowa City on Dec. 22, 2020. 
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Cecilia Shearon/The Daily Iowan
Attendees listen to Sen. Chuck Grassley during Donald Trump’s “Save America” rally in Des Moines on Saturday.

Some Iowa City parents are looking forward to their 
children being eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine. 

senator — who recently 
launched his campaign for 
an eighth term.

“I was born at night but 
not last night,” Grassley 
said. “So, if I didn’t accept 
the endorsement of a per-
son that’s got 91 percent 
of the Republican voters 
in Iowa, I wouldn’t be too 
smart. I’m smart enough to 
accept that endorsement.” 

Grassley said Trump 
had made it possible for 
there to be a 6-3 majori-
ty of conservatives on the 
Supreme Court. He also 
condemned current Pres-
ident Biden for the treat-
ment of the situation in 
Afghanistan. 

“America has been ex-

tremely embarrassing, 
not only to the American 
people, but to the world 
on the handling of the 
Afghan situation, leaving 
Americans behind and 
leaving our Afghan friends 
behind,” Grassley said. 

Iowa’s elected officials 
critiqued the Biden ad-
ministration for higher 
prices on goods, increased 
immigrants entering the 
country, government 
spending, COVID-19 vac-
cine mandates, and the 
handing of the Afghani-
stan withdrawal. 

Other speakers includ-
ed Iowa Republican Party 
Chair Jeff Kaufmann, and 
Matt Whitaker, the former 
Acting Attorney General 
of the U.S. 

Kaufmann told the 
crowd, a mix of in and 

out-of-state attendants, 
to get one thing clear — 
that “this state is red,” 
prompting cheers from 
the crowd. 

However, when asked in 
an interview with The Daily 
Iowan on Oct. 5 if Iowa was 
a red state, he said for Iowa 
not to be taken advantage 
of, it needs to be acknowl-
edged as a swing state. 

“So, yes, we are very red. 
But we are a swing state, I 
call us. I call us deep pur-
ple, and I do that for a rea-
son, because the moment 
I start thinking that we 
are red … That’s the ex-
act time when the Dem-
ocrats are going to come 
back and then we’ll swing 
more towards the blue,” 
Kaufmann said.

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

QUOTE OF THE DAY

16

“I said, ‘We have to get up, be-
cause we could get trampled real 
quick.’”

-Hawkeye QB Spencer Petras on 
falling when fans rushed the field

Interceptions by the Hawkeye defense

Iowa - 23     Penn State - 20

‘The doughboys’ cash in

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Matt Hankins runs with the football after intercepting a pass alongside defensive back Jack Koerner during a football game between then-No. 3 Iowa and then-No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday. 

Chloe Peterson
Assistant Sports Editor 

The Hawkeye second-
ary found a nickname six 
games into the season: the 
doughboys.

“We get to the money,” 
senior cornerback Matt 
Hankins said after Iowa’s 
23-20 win over Penn State 

Saturday. “The ball is mon-
ey. And as you can see this 
season, we get to the mon-
ey.”

Iowa boasts one of the 
best secondaries in the 
country. The Hawkeyes 
have 16 interceptions 
through six games — top-
ping the national leader-
board.

Senior cornerback Riley 
Moss leads Iowa with four 
interceptions, including 
two that he returned for 
touchdowns against Indi-
ana Sept. 4. 

Moss went down with 
a non-contact injury near 
the end of the second quar-
ter against Penn State Sat-
urday after grabbing his 

fourth interception. The 
senior walked off the field 
with assistance from train-
ers and went into the locker 
room before the half ended.

At the beginning of the 
third quarter, Iowa an-
nounced that Moss was out 
for the remainder of the 
game, and senior corner-
back Terry Roberts would 

replace him on the field.
“Hopefully [Riley is] 

good,” head coach Kirk Fer-
entz said postgame. “We’ll 
find out. I’ll know more on 
Monday probably, when I 
see [the media] Tuesday, I’ll 
have an answer. Optimistic 
at this point, but we’ll see.”

Roberts, Iowa’s sec-
ond-string cornerback, 

joined the interception ac-
tion against Maryland Oct. 
1 when he picked off Terra-
pin quarterback Taulia Ta-
govailoa at the end of the 
second half.

“It’s obviously a tough 
break for Riley,” defensive 
back Jack Koerner said. 
“He’s a player that we really 

The Hawkeye secondary leads the nation in picks with 16 on the season — including four against PSU.
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Game ball
Junior wide receiver Nico Ragaini 

scored his first touchdown since 2019 
against Penn State Saturday.

And that touchdown put the 
Hawkeyes over the Nittany Lions, 23-
20. 

After faking a handoff to running 
back Tyler Goodson, Hawkeye quar-
terback Spencer Petras found Ragaini 
wide open to his left, and the ball 
sailed into the wide receiver’s hands 
for a 44-yard touchdown with about 
six minutes left in the game.

“Spencer made a perfect throw, 
and the line blocked extra hard, and 
Keagan ran this guy off,” Ragaini said. 
“That’s the beauty of it. Everybody just 
has to do their part. I get the spotlight 
for this play, though without everyone 
else it wouldn’t happen.”

Penn State could not respond after 
the touchdown, sealing the Hawkeye 
victory.

Moss injured
After grabbing an interception near 

the end of the second quarter against 
Penn State Saturday night, senior cor-
nerback Riley Moss got up to celebrate 
with his team, but he went back down 
on the field with a non-contact injury 
to his knee. Moss left the field with as-
sistance from trainers, and was ruled 
out for the remainder of the game after 
halftime. Head coach Kirk Ferentz said 
he’s not sure of the severity of Moss’s 
injury, but he’s optimistic.

Week 7 AP Poll
The Iowa football team climbed 

one spot in this week’s Associated 
Press poll and is now ranked as the 
No. 2 team in the nation. The ranking is 
the program’s highest since 1985.

Georgia is the unanimous No. 1 
team in the nation in the poll. Big Ten 
foes Ohio State, Penn State, Michigan, 
and Michigan State are also ranked in 
the top 10.

COLUMN

A comeback 23-20 win over Penn State is the latest indication 
that this Iowa season is going to be one to remember.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa wide receiver Nico Ragaini runs downfield after catching a pass during a football game between then-No. 3 Iowa and 
then-No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Nittany Lions 23-20. 

The word “spe-
cial” was used an 
awful lot by Hawk-
eye football play-
ers and coaches 
after then-No. 3 
Iowa’s 23-20 win 
over then-No. 4 
Penn State on Sat-
urday.

They called the 
atmosphere at Kinnick Stadium Saturday spe-
cial. The same was said about the Hawkeyes’ 
comeback win over the Nittany Lions. The crowd 
storming the field? Special.

“Today was definitely special,” Iowa center 
Tyler Linderbaum said. “It’s something we’ll re-
member for the rest of our lives.”

After Saturday’s game, this season is looking 
like it could be pretty special for Iowa, too.

We’re only halfway through the 2021 season, 
but after Saturday, there seems to be enough ev-
idence to back up the claim that Iowa’s win over 
Penn State was a game to remember in a season 

that’s going to be worth remembering.
Maybe it was the 28-point win in Week 1 over 

Indiana that featured highlight play after high-
light play after highlight play. Maybe it was the 
10-point win on the road in a top-10 Cy-Hawk 
matchup that proved Iowa is still a Hawkeye 
state. Maybe it was the seven forced turnovers 
and 51 points in a rout against Maryland in Col-
lege Park.

Well, if those wins weren’t enough of an in-
dication, coming back from a 14-point deficit 
and scoring a game-winning touchdown to beat 
Penn State in the first top-five matchup at Kinn-
ick Stadium since 1985 should definitely provide 
sufficient evidence that this season is turning 
into something special.

“I grew up a Hawk fan my whole life, going to 
Kinnick as a little kid,” Iowa safety Jack Koerner 
said. “High-fiving so many little kids, screaming 
‘Go Hawks!’ about 150 times is a moment I’ll 
never forget.”

Iowa is off a 6-0 start for only the third time 
in 23 seasons under head coach Kirk Ferentz.

 Robert Read
Pregame Editor

COLUMN | Page 4B

REPORT CARD

Now that’s how you finish a 
football game.

Robert Read
Pregame Editor 

Daily Iowan Pregame Editor Robert Read 
graded Iowa’s performance in all three phases 
after the Hawkeyes’ 23-20 win over Penn State.

Offense 

It wasn’t always pretty, but it got the job 
done.

Quarterback Spencer Petras overcame a 
dreadful first quarter and put together a solid 
start — all leading up to his game-winning 44-
yard touchdown to wide receiver Nico Ragaini 
late in the fourth quarter. Petras threw two 
touchdowns and one interception on the day. 
All-Big Ten running back Tyler Goodson was 
also held to 3.5 yards per carry on the ground.

Defense     

Iowa held the then-No. 4 team in the country 
to 20 points and forced four turnovers. For most 
teams, that’d be in A. Not quite for the Hawkeyes, 
though.

Iowa’s offense looked vulnerable at times 
against Penn State when Sean Clifford was in at 
quarterback — often because of Clifford’s ability 
to make plays on the ground and through the air. 
But still, the Hawkeyes intercepted four passes 
(giving them 16 on the season) and held the Nit-
tany Lions to 287 total yards. Not bad.

Special teams 

Time to start contemplating if this is the best 
all-around special teams unit that Iowa has ever 
had under head coach Kirk Ferentz.

Tory Taylor heard “MVP” chants from the 
crowd after averaging 44.2 yards per punt on nine 
attempts against the Nittany Lions and downing 
six of them inside the 20-yard line. Don’t forget 
to credit special teams ace Terry Roberts or any 
other members of the punt team for Taylor’s suc-
cess, either. Caleb Shudak is now 11-for-12 on 
field goal attempts this season after cashing in on 
three kicks on Saturday.

robert-read@uiowa.edu

B-

B+

A

Grading Iowa’s win 
over Penn State

This season is becoming special

STAT OF THE DAY
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Hawks take the Nittany Lions in suspenseful comeback

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa fans storm the field after a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Jack Koerner gets up to celebrate with defensive back Matt Hankins during a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn 
State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Penn State quarterback Sean Clifford avoids tackles during a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn 
State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa fans cheer after a play during a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Penn State quarterback Ta’Quan Roberson passes a ball from his own end zone during a football game between 
No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.

The No. 3 Iowa football team overcame a 14-point deficit to  
defeat Penn State, 23-20, in the first top-five matchup at  
Kinnick Stadium in 36 years. Iowa quarterback Spencer  
Petras hit wide receiver Nico Ragaini for a game-winning  
44-yard touchdown with 6:26 remaining in the fourth quarter. 

23    -    20
HAWKEYES NITTANY LIONS

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Penn State wide receiver Jahan Dotson catches the ball during a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 
Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.
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Hawks take the Nittany Lions in suspenseful comeback

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa fans storm the field after a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa wide receiver Charlie Jones reaches for the pylon during a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa fans cheer after a play during a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Penn State linebacker Ellis Brooks walks off the field after a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa quarterback Spencer Petras looks to pass during a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State 
at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday.

The No. 3 Iowa football team overcame a 14-point deficit to  
defeat Penn State, 23-20, in the first top-five matchup at  
Kinnick Stadium in 36 years. Iowa quarterback Spencer  
Petras hit wide receiver Nico Ragaini for a game-winning  
44-yard touchdown with 6:26 remaining in the fourth quarter. 
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Puzzle solutions on page 2A

   

No. 0906

Across

Down

 1 Combat sport on pay-per-view, in brief
 4 On the ___ of the moment
 8 Like oversize clothes
13 ___ milk (nondairy choice)
14 On the up-and-up
16 Match in opinion
17 *Asian American who became only the second 
 woman to win the Oscar for Best Director
19 Shrek’s love
20 Listened to
21 Penthouse or attic
23 Rear end, to Brits
24 *Runway model famous for her work as a 
 Victoria’s Secret Angel
26 Agcy. dealing with workplace accidents
28 Animals around the house
29 Elvis’s wife
34 Jewish community center, for short

37 D.C. “Squad” member
38 Fashionable … or where you might find the starts
  of the answers to the starred clues
41 Command between “ready” and “fire”
42 Like a basso’s voice
44 Vegetables in traditional moussaka
46 Did a sketch
49 Disturb, as sediment
50 *Longest resident performer at the Colosseum
 at Caesars Palace
54 Have ___ in one’s belfry
58 Response to a stimulus
59 Baked pudding of potatoes or noodles in Jewish 
 cooking
60 Loosen, as laces
61 *Atlanta rapper featured on Lizzo’s Grammy-
 nominated “Exactly How I Feel”
64 Bishop’s hat

65 Stop and Yield
66 AOL, for one
67 Budweiser and Beck’s
68 Altoids containers
69 Tennis court divider

 1 Chocolate-flavored coffee
 2 HBO’s “Real Time With Bill ___”
 3 Book of maps
 4 Transport down a winter hill
 5 Dispenser candy
 6 “That tastes bad!”
 7 Cowboy’s rope
 8 Perplex
 9 Nimbleness
10 Bachelor party attendee
11 Italian city where Columbus was born
12 Ache (for)
15 Saturday morning TV character
18 Dunkable cookies
22 Vitality
24 Place for a goatee
25 Split in two
27 Biol. or chem.
29 Increase unnecessarily, as an expense report
30 ___ v. Wade
31 Cold drink with caffeine
32 Something to throw on a fire
33 Belligerent, in London
35 Runaway success
36 Mornings, informally
39 “Once ___ a time”
40 Inventor Whitney
43 More costly
45 Collection of songs
47 Goes in
48 One of ancient China’s Three Kingdoms
50 Bit of bread
51 Start of a playground rhyme
52 Kennel occupants
53 Arctic dweller
55 Once more
56 All wound up
57 Got some shut-eye
59 Candy item in foil
62 Some movie f/x
63 MSNBC competitor

want to have on the field, 
but the level of concern 
that we had when he went 
down was not necessarily 
high, because we know we 
know what Terry’s been 
doing. He’s been doing it 
for three years, and he re-
ally has been showing us 
in practice that he proved 
that he can play.”

In total, nine Hawkeyes 
have contributed to the 
interception count in 
the 2021 season: Moss, 
Hankins, Roberts, Koern-
er, defensive backs Quinn 
Schulte and Kaevon Merri-
weather, junior cash Dane 
Belton, and linebackers 
Jestin Jacobs and Seth 
Benson.

The Hawkeyes tallied 
four interceptions against 
Penn State, giving them 10 
in the last two games.

“We’re not surprised 
[about the rate of inter-
ceptions],” Hankins said. 
“It’s the work we put in 
during the week. Playing 
our own defense, having 
our eyes on the quarter-
back, seeing where the 
ball’s being thrown, being 
able to break on the ball is 
just repetitive. We’re just 
challenging each other to 
make plays and get better.”

Hankins has record-
ed three interceptions 
throughout the season, in-
cluding one against Penn 
State on Saturday. 

Iowa’s offense goes 
against its defense nine-
on-seven during practice. 
And the defense has a sim-
ple goal: four turnovers 

a game. Most of the time, 
the defense achieves the 
feat.

Overall, the Hawkeye 
defense has generated 
20 turnovers through six 
games — leading Division 
I football. 

“We go against them all 

the time, we faced them 
in camp, and it made us 
better,” wide receiver Nico 
Ragaini said. “It’s definite-
ly like the best defense 
we’ll play all year, because 
they’re so good all-around 
and every time they go out 
there, every time I throw 

the pass, I truly believe 
that it’s gonna be an in-
terception. And that’s the 
trust that I have in them 
and so does the rest of the 
team.”

But for the Iowa’s de-
fense, it goes back to 
the fundamentals — the 

Hawkeye secondary is just 
doing its job.

“It just goes back to 
our alignment keys and 
responsibilities that we 
play on defense,” Koerner 
said. “So, all the coaches, 
they prepare really really 
well for what the offense 

is going to be trying to do 
to us. If everybody is play-
ing their keys, jamming in 
sync on receivers… I mean, 
the ball will eventually 
find you if you’re doing 
your job.”

chloe-peterson@uiowa.edu

The criticism that the 
Hawkeyes are lacking a 
top-tier win because In-
diana and Iowa State ar-
en’t as good as initially 
thought is, well, invalid 
after Iowa’s instant-clas-
sic victory over Penn 
State.

“We definitely felt like 
this was a statement win,” 
Iowa safety Jack Koerner 
said. “We try not to con-
cern ourselves too much 
with outside noise, wheth-
er people think we deserve 
to be this or deserve to 
be that. But some of that 
stuff bleeds through a lit-
tle bit and this definitely 
was a great, great win.”

Iowa trailed by 14 points 
in the first half. Things 
weren’t looking good.

Petras started one-of-
nine passing with an in-
terception. The Hawkeye 
defense uncharacteris-
tically allowed two early 
touchdowns. But the de-
fense settled in. And the 
offense heated up.

Yes, Iowa’s defense 
played better after Penn 
State starting quarter-
back Sean Clifford left the 
game with an injury (the 
Nittany Lions led 17-3 at 
the time). But hey, that’s 
football. Iowa’s secondary 
picked off both Penn State 
quarterbacks twice, giving 

the team a nation-best 16 
interceptions on the year.

Petras threw two touch-
downs after his rough 
start, including the 
game-winning 44-yard 
score to Nico Ragaini with 
6:26 remaining in the 
game.

Also, just give punter 
Tory Taylor the Heisman 
now. The Australian soph-
omore backed the Nittany 
Lions deep in their own 
territory all game long.

“It was a team effort for 
sure,” Petras said. “When 
we weren’t moving the 
ball, the defense had our 
back, the special teams 
had our back. And then 
we were able to score that 
touchdown late to put us 
ahead. That’s awesome. 
Just a great day. Super 
proud to be part of this 
team.”

Iowa won maybe its 
signature regular season 
game of the Ferentz era, 
and Hawkeye fans poured 
out onto the field after the 
game’s final whistle as a 
result.

A Hawkeye fan asked 
me to take a picture of 
him and his friend on 
the field after the game. I 
overheard someone else 
say “I never want to leave” 
as they soaked in the at-
mosphere.

A brief “we want Bama” 
chant broke out.

And after Alabama’s 

loss to Texas A&M, No. 2 
Iowa is ranked higher than 
the Crimson Tide. The last 
time Iowa was ranked this 
high was in 1985. Before 
that, 1961 was the last 
time with a top-two rank-
ing. The Hawkeyes have 
only spent 20 total weeks 
as No. 1 or No. 2.

Iowa’s comeback 
against a top-five team 
on a national stage was 
a special win for the 
Hawkeyes and Hawkeye 
fans alike.

“It’s No. 3 vs. No. 4. 
That’s the stuff you love 
and the stuff you’re going 
to remember for the rest 

of your life,” Linderbuam 
said. “I’ve been a part of 
a lot of big games, but 
I don’t know if they’ve 
been anything like this.”

The Hawkeyes are firm-
ly in the Big Ten Champi-
onship and College Foot-
ball Playoff races, and 
looking at the remaining 

regular season schedule, 
that doesn’t seem to be 
changing anytime soon.

Is this the start to a 
special season? It sure 
seems like it.

robert-read@uiowa.edu

SECONDARY
Continued from Page 1B

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Riley Moss and Penn State wide receiver KeAndre Lambert-Smith greet each other after a play during a football game between No. 3 Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick 
Stadium on Saturday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Nittany Lions 23-20.

COLUMN
Continued from Page 1A

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Jack Koerner celebrates an interception in the end zone with defensive back Matt Hankins during a football game between No. 3 
Iowa and No. 4 Penn State at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Nittany Lions 23-20. 
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