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The first line of defense
Danielle Pettit-Majewski, a UI alum, moved from Washington County to become

Johnson County’s Public Health Director

Java House employees allege 
wage cuts, plan to unionize

Cooper Worth
News Reporter

Java House, a locally owned Iowa City cof-
fee franchise, is facing backlash after em-
ployees started a petition earlier this month 
claiming that management of the coffee shop 
refuse to return workers’ wages to pre-pan-
demic levels.  

The petition was started by the Eastern 
Iowa Industrial Workers of the World, a dem-
ocratically-run labor union, and reached 
nearly 700 signatures before being locked 
last Friday.

The petition alleges that Java House owners 
decreased wages from $10.10 to $8.75 as a re-
sult of financial strain caused by the pandemic. 

COVID-19 restrictions in Iowa City eased 
as the pandemic evolved, and workers said 
they have noticed a steady increase in cus-
tomers in recent months. The petition al-
leges that upper management has declined 
employee requests to return wages to $10.10. 

The current suggested minimum wage in John-
son County is $10.75, though it’s not required. 

Nolan Hanson, a third-year student at the 
University of Iowa and founder of Hawks’ 
Union— a group of student activists focused 
on building a united group for student inter-
ests at the University of Iowa — said mem-

bers of the organization were wary of  Java 
House prior to this development.  

“Hawks’ Union has heard many claims of a 
hostile work environment and large amounts 
of wage theft,” he said. “Many former student 
employees have left Java House over these 
reasons and have given very similar stories 
to others, demonstrating that these are not 
isolated cases. They are claims to be taken 
seriously.”

A current Java House employee wrote in an 
email to The Daily Iowan that they and oth-
er employees value their jobs. The employ-
ee supports the petition, they said. The DI 
chose to grant the worker anonymity because 
of the potential consequences of speaking 
about their support for petition.

“I enjoy the job, the work environment is 
great, and coworkers and assistant managers 
are always doing what they can to keep spir-
its up,” the employee wrote. “The people that 
care about this establishment have to do what 
we can to make sure the job we enjoy pays us 
fairly.” 

Director of Java House Company Opera-
tions Paul Cork wrote in a statement to the 
DI that the petition does not accurately re-
flect its compensation system but did not 

UI grad student 
receives NASA 
fellowshipA petition alleges that the coffee shop refuses to raise

employee wages back to pre-pandemic standards.

Meng Zhou received a re-
search fellowship from 
NASA to study the preva-
lence of nighttime aerosols.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Johnson County Public Health Director Danielle Pettit-Majewski poses outside of Johnson County Public Health on Tuesday.

Becca Ball/The Daily Iowan
The Java House at 211 E Washington St. is seen on Sept. 16.
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80 HOURS
Monday nights at Elray’s Live and 

Dive are filled with performances by 
local artists within the Iowa City Col-
lective, a group working to draw out 
singers and songwriters within the 
Iowa City community. Group leader 
and songwriter James Tutson said 
the collective aims to seek out and 
provide a space for local musicians.
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UI researchers continue 
to enhance quality of 
life for youngest cancer 
survivors

Researchers led by Ellen 
van der Plas are continuing to 
study how rigorous radiation 
and chemotherapy treatments 
affect the brains of cancer sur-
vivors. Her research utilizes a 
space-themed MRI machine to 
ease patients’ anxiety.
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Riley Whitaker comes 
back stronger from ACL 
injury

Riley Whitaker is back on the 
soccer pitch after suffering a torn 
ACL injury back in Sept. 2020 that 
forced her to be sidelined for 10 
months. Despite both physical and 
mental barriers, she helped her 
team shut out Purdue-Fort Wayne 
5-0 and Kansas City 2-0. 
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USG vice president resigns
José Muñiz Jr. resigned from 

his position as Vice President 
of the UI’s Undergraduate Stu-
dent Government, announced 
at Tuesday’s meeting. Before 
his election he had never held 
a position in USG.

dailyiowan.com

City Council
Iowa City City Council vot-

ed down a proposal to hire a 
facilitator for the city’s Ad Hoc 
Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission. Some councilors were 
concerned that the firm being 
considered was not a local 
group.

dailyiowan.com

A Hawkeye in the City of 
Angels

Brian Volk Weiss knew he 
wanted to go into the film in-
dustry the moment he saw Star 
Wars at the age of 3. The UI alum 
is a film producer and founder of 
the Nacelle Company. 

Page 4B

Community Chat
The Daily Iowan will host its first 

community chat of the year on 
Sept. 24 at 10 a.m. This month, our 
DEI panel will host a discussion 
centered on Hispanic and Latinx 
Heritage Month with guest speak-
ers UI Spanish and Portuguese 
professor Claire Fox, KWQC anchor 
Monste Ricossa, and La Prensa re-
porter Victoria Reyna-Rodriguez .

Emily Delgado
News Reporter

Danielle Pettit-Majewski believes pub-
lic health departments are the first line of 
defense in terms of keeping everyone safe. 
Now, she is part of that defense in Johnson 
County, where she serves as the new public 
health director for the county. 

The University of Iowa alum became John-
son County Public Health’s new director on 
Aug. 18, filling the seat previously vacated by 
Dave Koch. 

Pettit-Majewski, who received both her bach-

elor’s in biology and master’s degree in public 
health from the UI, said she is excited to join the 
department, and that the position is a great op-
portunity to continue her career in Iowa.  

“I obviously went to school here, I went to 
graduate school here, so having the oppor-
tunity to work with the individuals in this 
department [is something I’m looking for-
ward to],” Pettit-Majewski said. “And also be 
able to collaborate with the College of Public 
Health, and collaborate with the University 
of Iowa.” 

Johnson County has the highest vaccina-
tion rate in the state. Despite this, Pettit-Ma-

jewski said she is concerned about the rising 
number of cases the county is seeing. As of 
Sept. 21, Johnson County COVID-19 cases 
have increased by 17 percent in 14 days. 

“I think about where we were a year ago, as 
a state, and that’s kind of the same trajectory 
that we’re on now,” Pettit-Majewski said. 

Prior to coming to Johnson County, Pet-
tit-Majewski served as the Washington 
County Public Health Director since 2013. 

“My job is really to help support and im-
plement, and also to be an advocate at the 

Anthony Neri
News Reporter

Aerosol particles are an important mea-
sure of air quality — but right now they 
can only be measured during the daytime, 
leaving scientists in the dark. 

University of Iowa graduate student 
Meng Zhou has received the Future Inves-
tigators in NASA Earth and Space Science 
and Technology fellowship in NASA’s Earth 
Science Division to solve the challenge of 
measuring aerosol particles at night. 

Zhou is a graduate student working in 
the Atmospheric and Environmental re-
search Lab.

Zhou’s research uses moonlight and sat-
ellites to measure aerosols in the atmo-
sphere at night for the Air Quality Index.

The fellowship will last two years and 
provides $90,000 in total for research. The 
selection ratio for the award was less than 
16.5 percent.

“The first part of my research is using the 
reflected moonlight to derive the Aerosol 
Optical Depth, which is a parameter that is 
highly correlated with the amount of par-
ticles in the atmosphere,” Zhou said.

He said active sensors used at night, 
such as light emitted by scientists, have 
a much more limited scope than passive 
sensors, such as naturally emitted light 
from the sun and moon.

Aerosol clouds are brighter than the 
earth’s surface, Zhou said, so sensors like 
sunlight and moonlight will reflect back 
from them more strongly. This allows 
scientists to retrieve the Aerosol Optical 
Depth in the atmosphere. 

The Aerosol Optical Depth is the den-
sity of aerosols in the atmosphere that 
blocks and reflects light from reaching 
the earth’s surface.

Scientists rely on daytime forecasts of 
aerosols much more than on nighttime 
forecasts, Zhou said, but his research 
counters that trend by conducting remote 
sensing at night.

He said knowing the concentration of 
aerosols at night will help scientists pre-
dict where the particles will travel next.

“The smoke will transport through 
the atmosphere and impact regional and 
global air qualities,” Zhou said. “If human 
beings are exposed to these tiny particles 
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Motorcycle Tips: Parking
• University motorcycle permits allow 
motorcycles, mopeds and scooters to 
park in all University motorcycle lots.

• Always park in motorcycle lots;
not bike racks or other areas.

• Going home for the summer?
Take it with you or get a summer permit. 

transportation.uiowa.edu
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Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa graduate research assistant Meng Zhou poses in front of his research on Sept. 15.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
The Johnson County Health and Human Services building is seen on Sept. 19.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Brenda Valadez releases water from the window washer onto the windows of the University of Iowa Admission Visitors Center on Tuesday.
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deny that the wage had 
been lowered. Cork said 
the cafe believes its team 
members and “all workers 
have a right to be heard.” 

“We periodically change 
our compensation ap-
proach for different levels 
of positions, but with the 
focus of always empow-
ering worker agency by 
encouraging our team to 
increase their compen-
sation by participating 
in learning opportunities 
and skill development,” 
the statement said.  

The Java House employ-
ee wrote that the workers 
are being straightforward 
in their demands.  

“We have two simple 
demands: wage increase 
and tip security,” they 
wrote. “Workers at The 
Java House shouldn’t 
have to pull out a calcu-
lator every time they get 
a check to see if there’s 
anything missing in it.” 

The employee wrote 

that the public can sup-
port the cafe’s workers 
by tipping the baristas 
in cash, especially newer 
employees.  Workers have 
also alleged that digital 
tips have not gone to the 
correct employees as well.

“Digital tips have been 
taken before due to the 
nature of upper manage-
ment decisions on who 
gets them,” they wrote. 
“The new trainee that you 
see on the register is most 
likely not getting any digi-
tal tips, so the physical tips 
go straight to the worker.”  

Hanson said his organi-
zation is encouraging Java 
employees to collaborate 
to work out the issue.

“Our advice for Java House 
workers, and workers at any 
establishment, is to talk to 
each other about their work-
place problems,” he said. 
“Only once everyone gets all 
their workplace troubles on 
the table do we truly know 
the whole nature of the 
workplace environment.” 

cooper-worth@uiowa.edu

Emily Delgado
News Reporter

Since the end of July, 
Iowa City COVID-19 
cases have dramatical-
ly increased. Sam Jarvis, 
Community Health Divi-
sion Manager, reported 
at Tuesday’s Iowa City 
City Council meeting 
that Iowa City has seen 
50 to 60 cases per day. 
When the council was 
last updated, cases were 
at 30 to 40 per day. 

Jarvis told the council 
that it should be not-
ed that the majority of 
the cases are seen in the 
groups of 12 to 22 year 
olds. 

Jarvis said he is aware 
that not everyone will 
get vaccinated, but Jarvis 
and Johnson County Pub-
lic Health will continue 
to provide information to 
the public. 

“We cannot emphasize 
how important it is to get 
vaccinated to all of our 
community,” Jarvis said. 

As of Sept. 21, 73 per-
cent of those 12 and old-
er are vaccinated in John-
son County, according to 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

Jarvis said Johnson 
County Public Health is 
monitoring clusters of 
unvaccinated people, 
such as day cares and 

schools.
“We’ve seen new up-

dates from Pfzier, Mod-
erna, and Johnson & 
Johnson about releasing 
their data or sending 
their data to the federal 
government to review for 
5 to 11 year olds,” Jarvis 
said. 

Jarvis added that John-
son County continues to 
be the most vaccinated 
county in the state. 

“We appreciate that 
our community recogniz-
es the importance of vac-

cination, but as always 
we try to increase rates 
as much as possible,” Jar-
vis said. 

Jarvis said two-thirds 
of the cases in the county 
are in those 22 and older. 

“We are still seeing 
some adults, not in the 
school system or college 
age, test positive,” he 
said. 

He said the virus con-
tinues to spread among 
unvaccinated house-
holds, and the depart-
ment of public health 

continues to work on 
new strategies to prevent 
spread in schools and 
daycares. 

“At times, persons 
would be able to suc-
cessfully isolate in their 
own home, at this point, 
knowing that the delta 
variant is so contagious, 
we are seeing it spread 
pretty quickly in unvac-
cinated clusters,” he said. 
“That also includes our 
schools and daycares.” 

emily-delgado@uiowa.edu

state level [and] at the 
national level because we 
really have an opportuni-
ty in Johnson County to 
be a leader, to move the 
needle for public health 
issues across the state,” 
she said.

Pettit-Majewski said 
her education at the UI 
helped her recognize that 
Johnson County Public 
Health learns from the 
community and is fluid 
in its goals. 

Johnson County Pub-
lic Health Educator and 
Public Information Of-
ficer Susan Vileta, who 
works with Pettit-Majew-
ski, said Pettit-Majew-
ski showed passion and 
excitement for public 
health in her interview 

for the position.
“She is very outspoken 

for public health,” Vileta 
said. “I think you’ll see her 
very visibly in the public.” 

 In an email to the DI, 
Johnson County Supervi-
sor Rod Sullivan, liaison 
to Johnson County Public 
Health, wrote that Petti-
ti-Majewski’s main goal 
in her first few months is 
learning the programs and 
getting to know her staff. 

“Danielle brings great 
enthusiasm and ideas to 
Johnson County Public 
Health. She is already hard 
at work setting the direc-
tion of public health for the 
next few years,” Sullivan 
said.  “Danielle is driven to 
improve the health of the 
people in this county, and I 
support her efforts.”

emily-delgado@uiowa.edu

for a long time, there will 
be a lot of health issues.”

The Environmental 
Protection Agency has a 
daily standard for PM2.5 
of 35 micrograms per cu-
bic meter, Zhou said.

According to federal 
law, if air quality is ranked 
as unhealthy, there will 
be financial consequenc-
es from the U.S. govern-
ment, Wang said.

Zhou said the measure-
ments can also improve 
climate change models.

“Other scientists 
might have the technolo-
gies to apply or feed the 
Aerosol Optical Depth 
into their climate model 
and do further research. I 

think this is very import-
ant for us, at least from 
my side, to derive this 
product and also do the 
24-hour air quality fore-
cast for the community,” 
Zhou said. 

The National Ambient 
Air Quality has a stan-
dard of 35 micrograms of 
PM2.5, a toxic particle, 
per cubic meter over 24 
hours, he said.

He said not knowing 
how PM2.5 passes at 
night can inhibit public 
officials from judging 
when the air is too un-
safe for kids to play out-
doors in some areas.

Jun Wang, UI profes-
sor of chemical and bio-
chemical engineering 
and assistant director of 
the Iowa Technology In-

stitute, said the research 
fellowship is highly pres-
tigious. Wang is Zhou’s 
supervisor for the project.

“He knows this is a 
problem, a tough problem, 
and he’s not afraid to deal 
with tough problems,” 
Wang said. “No one has 
done this before. If it were 
easier people would have 
worked on it earlier.”

Wang said students 
from universities such as 
Princeton University and 
the California Institute of 
Technology received sim-
ilar grants, and so he be-
lieves the UI is not over-
shadowed by big names, 
but is among them.

Zhou’s colleagues 
think highly of his work. 

“My first impression of 
him was that he was re-

ally hard working,” said 
Huanxin-Jessie Zang, a 
postdoctoral research 
scholar in the Atmo-
spheric and Environmen-
tal Research Lab at the 
Iowa Technology Insti-
tute. “You can just tell 
his passion, and he’s re-
ally smart.” 

Wang said Zhou is al-
ready making big strides 
publishing work and the 
project will be complete 
over the two-year grant 
period.

“He is very interest-
ed in this type of work,” 
Wang said. “He is able 
to be very persistent to 
maintain that interest 
and to maintain that 
hard working spirit.”

anthony-neri@uiowa.edu

COVID-19 cases dramatically increase
A Johson County health official told the Iowa City City Council that cases in 

Johnson County have been ‘steeply increasing’ since the end of July. 

http://transportation.uiowa.edu
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UI professor studies young cancer survivors 

Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa professor of psychiatry Ellen van der Plas poses for a portait on Sept. 17.

Contributed

Ellen van der Plas, assistant professor of psychiatry, is continuing to research how
cancer treatment affects the brains of young children.

Ryan Hansen
News Reporter

University of Iowa re-
searchers are continuing 
to provide creative meth-
ods to improve the qual-
ity of life for young can-
cer survivors—a practice 
started by the UI College 
of Psychiatry one year 
ago.

Ellen van der Plas, assis-
tant professor of psychi-
atry within the UI Carv-
er College of Medicine, 
is leading research that 
studies the brains of chil-
dren who have survived 
cancer. She said parents 
have been very willing 

to allow their children 
to participate in this re-
search because they see 
firsthand how difficult 
childhood cancer is, and 
they want to help future 
generations of children 
who are diagnosed with 
cancer at a young age. 

She said 92 percent of 
the families she has ap-
proached have joined the 
study.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
did not allow for parents 
to extend their children’s 
involvement in research, 
van der Plas said. Because 
recruiting wasn’t as big a 
focus in the past year, van 
der Plas said she was able 

to focus on recording her 
research through academ-
ic writings.

“We show that leukemia 
survivors are typically do-
ing just as well in school 
as their peers,” van der 
Plas wrote in an email to 
The Daily Iowan, “...but 
that there are certain risk 
factors associated with 
poor performance, such as 
exposure to cranial radia-
tion and lower socio-eco-
nomic status.”

The research uses a 
space-themed MRI ma-
chine to study the brains 
of children who have or 
have had leukemia. It also 
seeks to understand how 

chemotherapy and radi-
ation treatments affect 
children’s brain develop-
ment.

Van der Plas said look-
ing at the long-term out-
comes was not feasible 
even a few decades ago. 
Because over 90 percent 
of children who are diag-
nosed with leukemia live, 
she said, researchers are 
now in a privileged posi-
tion to look at these long-
term outcomes.

“A lot of these kids, they 
survive,” van der Plas said. 
“We want them to have 
the same quality of life 
as their peers who didn’t 
have cancer.”

Van der Plas said her 
three children have in-
fluenced how she thinks 
about children’s minds 
because she sees how 
much is going on in their 
brains from a young age.

“When they’re born, 
they’re just these crea-
tures that know very lit-
tle—do very little,” van 
der Plas said. “And then 
within a matter of years, 
months even, they trans-
form.”

Jill Freeland, a child care 
specialist at UI Hospi-
tals and Clinics, said she 
has worked with children 
her entire life. She said 
her role involves helping 

children cope with stress-
ful experiences that are 
most commonly seen in 
the hospital.

“We help to normalize 
the environment,” Free-
land said, “making sure 
they have things to play 
with, making sure that 
they have whatever they 
should have at their age 
to develop normally even 
though they’re in a differ-
ent environment.”

Freeland said her work 
is all about being a child’s 
friend and their go-to per-
son for anything that they 
might need during their 
time at the hospital. 

She added that it can be 
very important to help 
young patients under-
stand what’s going to 
be done to them during 
procedures like an MRI. 
By explaining it in a 
kid-friendly way, Freeland 
said, specialists can help 
children be less afraid of a 
medical procedure.

“We’re saying that we’re 
not forcing you into our 
health care world, but 
we’re going to enter into 
your world and make this 
something that you can 
understand,” Freeland 
said.

UI Department Chair of 
Psychiatry Peggy Nopou-
los said van der Plas’ work 
is asking simple ques-
tions that nobody has 
thought to ask in hopes 
that the answers will help 
to understand how treat-
ment transforms young 
brains, with the goal of 
ultimately making treat-
ment less physically and 
mentally harmful.

“Knowledge is power,” 
Nopoulos said. “Under-
standing more about kids’ 
mental state, whether that 
is their thinking skills or 
behavior, those are im-
portant aspects of their 
life just as much as any 
physical disease or any-
thing that impacts them.”

ryan-m-hansen@uiowa.edu

http://stophiviowa.org
http://homecoming.uiowa.edu
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Opinions

Improving biofuels is  
good for Iowa

Iowa will benefit from improving biofuels 
infrastructure through the Build Back Better Act.

UI COVID-19 policies 
aren’t equitable 

COVID-19 guidelines set by the state Board of Regents 
don’t uphold DEI initiatives at the UI. 

I’m a faculty member 
at the University of Iowa. 
Although I did my under-
graduate studies else-
where, I regularly en-
vision my younger self 
as a current student. 
Would I find this read-
ing interesting? What 
would I say about this 
topic? This year, I’m hav-
ing trouble imagining my 
younger self as a student 
at the UI.   

 As an undergradu-
ate student in the ear-
ly 2000s, I did not have 
health insurance. When 
my mother’s family 
immigrated from Chi-
na, they unknowingly 
had Hepatitis B: a dis-
ease that rapidly spread 
throughout much of Asia 
prior to the invention of 
an effective vaccine. I 
contracted Hepatitis B at 
birth. To deal with chron-
ic complications, I was 
enrolled as a part-time 
undergraduate student, 
worked multiple jobs 
to afford medical care, 
and guarded my health 
against any other viruses 
or infections. 

If my younger self was 
currently enrolled at the 
UI, I would run a greater 
risk of becoming infected 
with COVID-19 compared 
to universities with more 
robust prevention efforts. 
As part of state Board of 
Regents policy, the uni-
versity has no mandatory 

mitigation efforts against 
COVID-19: no masks, no 
vaccines, and no social 

distancing. In addition, 
faculty are mandated to 
teach in-person classes as 
part of a return to typical, 
pre-pandemic operation. 

The pandemic has con-
tinued, however, and the 
policies have led to full 
classrooms with sizable 
numbers of unmasked in-
dividuals. Without more 
robust mitigation mea-
sures or more flexible 
delivery options for fac-
ulty (i.e., ability to shift 
classes from in person to 
remote), this situation is 
even more dangerous for 
racial and ethnic minori-
ties who are at higher risk 
of contracting COVID-19 
and dying from compli-
cations compared to their 
white counterparts. This 
fact is not lost on gradu-
ate students who recently 
staged a “die-in” protest 
on campus. 

 By uncritically adopt-
ing the regents’ policies, 
the university has made 
the campus potentially 
less safe for individu-
als from diverse back-
grounds; those with 
pre-existing medical con-

ditions; and those with 
small financial means 
(e.g., no health insurance 

or savings). This directly 
undercuts the diversity, 
equity, and inclusion ef-
forts of the UI. 

The university has re-
leased a weekly dash-
board of statistics related 
to COVID-19 infections 
on campus. To be fair, it 
does show small increas-
es of infections since the 
beginning of the semes-
ter. However, the data 
only reflects self-reported 
numbers, and it’s logical 
to assume that infections 
will grow in an environ-
ment of lax mitigation.

To guard against infec-
tion, I typically wear two 
face masks when teaching 
my mandatory in-person 
classes. I’ve had to catch 
my breath a few times be-
cause it can be difficult to 
breathe through multiple 
layers of paper and cloth. 
However, it’s also because 
—when I look across my 
classroom —I can no lon-
ger see my younger self 
here.

-Shawn Datchuk, UI 
associate professor of 
special education

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
Demonstrators hold their kids close outside the Iowa City Senior Center while pushing for pandemic relief  on Sept. 7. 

OPINION

Iowa will 
benefit great-
ly from the 
addition of 
$1 billion for 
biofuels in-
frastructure 
in the 2021 
budget rec-
oncil iat ion 

bill.
According 

to the U.S. 
Department 

of Energy report, Iowa leads the country in 
ethanol production and is second in bio-
diesel production. The benefits of producing 
these fuels are abundant not only for Iowa, 
but also for green energy.

In terms of economic benefits for Iowa, 
biofuels production accounted for almost 
$4 billion of the state’s GDP in 2020, in ad-
dition to generating $1.8 billion of income 
for Iowans. More than 37,000 people were 
employed in the industry in Iowa last year.

Both types of fuel support green energy 
initiatives, as shown by statistics from the 
Iowa Renewable Fuels Association. Biodies-
el, in comparison to petroleum diesel, cuts 
down on greenhouse gas emissions by 56 
to 86 percent, and reduces wastewater and 
hazardous waste by 79 and 96 percent, re-
spectively. As for ethanol, it’s renewable and 
non-toxic, cutting down on carbon-dioxide 
emissions by 30 to 50 percent. 

The addition of biofuels in the upcoming 
budget reconciliation bill, also known as 
the Build Back Better Act, will expand avail-
ability of these fuels and bolster production 
capacity. In addition, the bill will include an 
extension of the biodiesel tax credit, which 
Rep. Cindy Axne, D-Iowa, has said increased 
production by 400 million gallons from 
2013-16. 

Iowans and our members of Congress un-
derstand how important this industry is for 

our state. In May, Sens. Chuck Grassley and 
Joni Ernst, in addition to Reps. Randy Feen-
stra, Ashley Hinson, and Mariannette Mill-
er-Meeks, all publicly called on President 
Joe Biden to support the biofuels industry. 
While the GOP delegation is supportive of 
the industry, Axne — the lone Democrat 
from Iowa — has been the outspoken cham-
pion in persuading Congress to invest in 
biofuels infrastructure. 

Axne wrote a letter to House leadership 
and various committee chairs in April, urg-
ing the prioritization of biofuels in infra-
structure investments. Because many mem-
bers of Congress don’t have a background 
in agriculture, Axne worked to convince her 
colleagues of the benefits that biofuels in-
vestments will bring. 

This month, she announced that she had 
secured the $1 billion commitment to pro-
vide funding to the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture geared toward improving biofuels 
infrastructure.

“To fight climate change, we can’t just 
keep arguing over what one policy is best to 
cut emissions. We need to use every tool in 
our toolbelt – both renewables and electric 
– to meet the challenge we’re facing,” Axne 
wrote in a press release. 

She is absolutely correct that Iowa can 
greatly contribute to fighting our climate 
change battle by immediately producing 
more biofuels. 

Iowa has an opportunity to meaningfully 
contribute to fighting our changing climate 
through the biofuels industry. In addition to 
the need to prioritize green initiatives, our 
state’s economy will benefit from improving 
biofuels infrastructure. 

State politicians, particularly Axne, have 
set out to prioritize Iowans through a com-
mitment to expanding biofuels. The future 
of Iowa’s economy looks bright as the mon-
ey in the infrastructure bill expands biofuels 
production.

sophia-stover@uiowa.edu

Sophie Stover 
Opinions Contributor

GUEST OPINION

Fund excluded workers
EDITORIAL

People left out of federal COVID-19 funding need relief, and our local governments have the means to provide it.

DI Editorial Board
Johnson County govern-

ments have an opportunity 
to set an example for the 
country by taking bold action 
with their American Rescue 
Plan funding and creating a 
fund for excluded workers. 

The pandemic, still raging 
18 months after the first cas-
es of COVID-19 popped up in 
Iowa, has placed a strain on 
all of us. But the damage has 
been particularly bad among 
those already disadvantaged 
in society — undocumented 
immigrants, formerly in-
carcerated individuals, and 
other cash-only workers not 
considered part of the formal 
economy.

These workers — the back-

bone of much of America’s 
food service, supply chains, 
and other sectors — fell 
through the cracks of federal 
COVID-19 relief disburse-
ments. 

Undocumented immi-
grants without social secu-
rity numbers have been left 
out of essentially all federal 
COVID-19 relief. Though 
they work, pay taxes, and live 
in our communities, they re-
ceived none of the stimulus 
checks and expanded un-
employment insurance that 
most American workers de-
pended on. 

The numbers

Johnson County will re-

ceive $29.36 million from 
the American Rescue Plan, 
the first half of which it has 
already. Iowa City will receive 
$18.33 million, and the rest 
of Johnson County’s govern-
ments will receive around 
$8 million, according to the 
state’s coronavirus website. 

Guidelines for the funds 
give broad discretion to local 
governments to spend the 
money as they see fit. 

And Johnson Coun-
ty certainly has money to 
go around — the funding 
is almost a quarter of the 
county’s total planned ex-
penditures for fiscal 2022, 
and it was called a “historic” 
amount of money by county 
officials this month. 

County and city leaders are 
already deciding on where to 
spend this money, and cre-
ating that fund should be at 
the top of the list for local 
leaders. 

While the money could 
be spent on infrastructure or 
making up lost revenue, the 
best way to help the most 
vulnerable residents of the 
county is by putting cash in 
their pockets. Poverty fell 
almost 2 percentage points 
nationwide last year as a di-
rect result of government aid, 
and it’s time to include in the 
equation those who were ini-
tially left out.

Excluded, but essential

Many of the most essen-
tial jobs in Iowa are filled by 
undocumented workers. In 
fact, 31 percent of the immi-
grant population and close to 
2 percent of the state’s total 
population was undocu-
mented in 2016, according to 
the Pew Research Center.

As a heavily agricultural 
state, Iowa relies on season-
al and migrant farmworkers 
to feed the nation. While es-
timates of how many farm-
workers are undocumented 
vary, the National Immigra-
tion Forum estimates they 
make up about 70 percent 
nationally. 

Immigrants, some undoc-
umented, also make up a 
large portion of the workers 
at the meatpacking plants 
that became hotbeds of 
COVID-19 infection in 2020. 

This happened in Waterloo, 
Iowa, where the virus swept 
through the Tyson workplace 
because managers down-
played the virus and didn’t 
implement COVID-19 pre-
cautions. 

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds 
cited the importance of 
these plants to the country’s 
food supply when she forced 
them to stay open as hun-
dreds of workers got sick. 
When the plants did even-
tually close, those without 
documentation were left out 
to dry, unable to seek gov-
ernment aid.

To protect these members 
of our community, we need 
to make the generous federal 
aid that most others benefit-
ed from available to them.

Outreach for distribution

After the fund is set up, lo-
cal officials need to develop 
robust outreach strategies 
and make applying easy, to 
make sure the money goes to 
those who need it most. 

New York, which opened a 
$2.1 billion excluded-work-
ers fund in August, already 
made mistakes that the 
county and city can learn 
from. 

New York’s system re-
quires undocumented peo-
ple applying for the fund to 
provide multiple proofs of 
identity, a letter from their 
employer testifying to their 
loss of income during the 
pandemic, and several other 
cumbersome documents.

While it’s important to 
make sure the money gets 
in the right hands, requiring 
government documents to 
access a fund for people who 
largely do not have those 
documents will just further 
leave out already excluded 
workers. And the power im-
balance between an undoc-
umented worker and their 
employer would likely make 
them hesitant to ask for a 
signed letter.

Local governments also 
need to make sure news of 
the fund is getting to the 
right people, and that they’re 
encouraged to apply. 

Many undocumented peo-
ple speak little or no English, 
and may not have access to 
the information channels the 
county and city would use 
to publicize the fund. And 
many are, rightly, hesitant to 
engage in any government 
program for fear of negative 
consequences.

Officials should work with 
local nonprofits, like the 
Iowa City Catholic Worker 
House, to identify people 
most in need and bring the 
resources to them. 

We are at a pivotal mo-
ment as a community. 
Though these workers have 
been forgotten and neglected 
so far, we have the opportu-
nity and the means to help 
them — what remains to be 
seen is if our leaders have the 
political will to make that a 
reality.

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

This year, I’m having trouble imagining my 
younger self as a student at the UI.



    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2021 SPORTS 5A

ines did retain one of their 
top 2020 goal-scorers, Halle 
O’Neill. O’Neill put the ball 
in the back of the net on 
three occasions last season.

Northwestern also raised 
some eyebrows during the 

nonconference season, 
earning a 4-0 victory over 
then-No. 6 UConn. The 
Wildcats currently boast an 
8-1 overall record.

All three of Northwest-
ern’s 2020 All-Americans 
returned for the Wild-
cats’ 2021 campaign, in-
cluding Bente Baekers, 
who scored four times in 

three games against the 
Hawkeyes last year.

“It’s so exciting to be a 
part of a conference that 
is really excelling in field 
hockey and love playing 
all the teams in the confer-
ence,” UI fifth-year senior 
Maddy Murphy said. 

Iowa will seek its sec-
ond conference title in 

three seasons in 2021. The 
Hawkeyes kicked off their 
Big Ten Schedule with a 3-0 
win over Indiana Sept. 17.

Iowa will take on Penn 
State twice this weekend 
at Grant Field in Iowa City 
— once on Friday and once 
on Sunday.

benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu

strength back because that 
was the biggest issue I had 
coming back.”

Whitaker sidelined her 
entire junior year season, 
which had been moved 
to spring 2021 because 
of COVID-19. She made 
her presence felt from the 
bench, however, cheering 
on her teammates and dis-
tributing high-fives.

“She was definitely just 
a good support system and 
a rock for the team,” senior 
defender Sara Wheaton 
said. “So, that was really a 
big role that she played.” 

When Whitaker partic-
ipated in a return-to-play 
test at the beginning of 
this summer, she initially 
discovered that she was 
not quite ready to hit the 
pitch again. 

With guidance from a 
physical therapist, howev-
er, Whitaker found a way 
to pass the return-to-play 
test just three days before 
Iowa kicked off its presea-
son schedule.

Whitaker played in her 
first game since 2019 on 
Sept. 2 of this year — 347 
days after sustaining her 
knee injury and 656 days 
after her last pre-injury 

match. The senior defend-
er contributed to a 5-0 
Iowa win over Purdue-Fort 

Wayne.
Whitaker checked in at 

the 26-minute mark in the 

Hawkeyes’ matchup with 
the Mastodons at the Iowa 
Soccer Complex in Iowa 

City. She received thun-
derous applause from Iowa 
fans and recorded an assist 

just four minutes into her 
stint on the pitch.

“At the beginning, it took 
some time to get past that 
mental barrier,” Whitaker 
said. “I would think about 
it too much and be like, ‘If I 
go into a tackle, something 
could happen, or like my 
speed isn’t there,’ so I think 
just getting past that men-
tal barrier, once I got past 
it, it’s been really good.”

A week after stepping 
back out on the field, 
Whitaker started her first 
match of the season at 
Kansas City, helping the 
Hawkeyes to a 2-0 victory.

Whitaker has noticed 
that her timing has been off 
since she returned to the 
field, though she thinks it 
will come back as she gets 
more chances to play this 
year.

“I thought she’d be ner-
vous,” Iowa head coach 
Dave DiIanni said of Whita-
ker’s start against Kansas 
City. “She wasn’t nervous 
at all. I think the one thing 
with Riley is soccer, reading 
the game, has always come 
easy to her. She’s a natural. 
She reads the game. She 
adapts technically and tac-
tically, so there are areas of 
her game like she had never 
missed at all.” 

isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

Onabanjo only ap-
peared again in Iowa’s 
3-2 loss to Ball State on  
Sept. 10. She recorded 
three kills and one assist 
on the game.

Onabanjo is from 
Houston, Texas. She went 
to high school at St. Ag-
nes Academy, which she 
led to a state champi-
onship, and was a first 
team All-State selection 
in 2019.

“My two biggest goals 
for this season are to be a 

supportive team member 
and step up whenever I 
am needed on the floor,” 
Onabanjo told The Daily 
Iowan on Sept. 14.

VanderWeide and On-
abanjo will get their first 
chance to play against a 
Big Ten opponent this 
week, as the Hawkeyes 
take on Illinois at Xtream 
Arena Sept. 22. 

The Hawkeyes’ game 
against the Fighting Illi-
ni will kick off Iowa’s Big 
Ten Conference sched-
ule. Iowa will take on No. 
6 Nebraska at the Dev-
aney Center in Lincoln 
this Saturday.

Iowa’s regular season 
schedule is set to conclude 
with a matchup against 
Penn State Nov. 27.

The NCAA Division I 
Volleyball Champion-
ships Selection Show will 
be televised on ESPNU on 
Nov. 28.

The 2021 NCAA Volley-
ball Championships will 
begin Dec. 2. This year’s 
Final Four will be held at 
Nationwide Arena in Co-
lumbus, Ohio. The 2021 
NCAA Volleyball Cham-
pionship Game will be 
played Dec. 18.

dawson-moore@uiowa.edu

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defender Riley Whitaker dribbles up the field during Iowa’s game against Northwestern on Oct. 21, 2018. Iowa tied Northwestern 1-1.

WHITAKER 
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Larry Phan/The Daily Iowan
Outside hitter Addie VanderWeide gets ready for a high ball near the net at the Xtreme Arena on Sept. 9. Syracuse 
defeated Iowa 3-1.

It’s so exciting to be a part of a conference 
that is really excelling in field hockey 

and love playing all the teams in the conference.

—Field hockey senior Maddy Murphy
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Whitaker’s comeback season
The senior defender suffered a torn ACL in September 2020 but returned to the pitch this season.

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa Defender Riley Whitaker and Mississippi State Forward Hailey Farrington-Bentil both chase the ball up the sideline at UI Soccer Complex on Sept. 5. The Iowa Hawkeyes and 
Mississippi State Bulldogs tied 1-1.

Isaac Goffin
Sports Reporter

When something went 
wrong in her right knee, 
Riley Whitaker remembers 
crying — not because the 
Iowa soccer defender was 
in horrendous pain, but be-
cause she felt scared. 

At a practice Sept. 20, 
2020, Whitaker felt like she 
hyperextended her knee in 
a one-on-one drill. Never-
theless, she kept partici-
pating in practice.

In a three-on-two exer-
cise, Whitaker backpedaled 
on defense. As she turned, 
Iowa’s 2019 Most Valuable 

Defender sensed some-
thing shifting her right 
knee.

The next day, Whitaker 
went to the doctor’s office 
to have her leg examined. 
Her doctor called her soon 
after with her diagnosis — 
she had a torn ACL.

Just days later, Univer-

sity of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics orthopedic surgeon 
Kyle Duchman performed 
surgery on Whitaker’s right 
knee to repair the damage.

Ultimately, she was side-
lined for about 10 months 
with the injury.

“At the beginning, I was 
just focused on getting 

full range of motion back 
when I was still on the 
crutches, and then started 
walking again and getting 
form back,” Whitaker said. 
“Then, the main focus for 
the whole rest of the time 
was mainly getting quad 
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Iowa ready for Big Ten play Volleyball’s 
fresh faces 
make impact
Freshmen Addie VanderWeide 
and Toyosi Onabanjo have 
made their presence felt early 
in their Hawkeye careers.

The Hawkeyes are currently in first place in the
2021 Big Ten Conference standings.

Ben Palya
Sports Reporter

In one of its most dominant 
seasons to date, the Big Ten 
Conference had a whopping 
eight teams ranked in the Na-
tional Field Hockey Coaches 
Association’s top 25 poll on 
Sept. 14. Six of the eight Big Ten 
squads ranked in the poll found 
their way inside the top 10.

“[The Big Ten is] demon-
strating how good [it] can be 
top through bottom,” said 
Michael Boal, associate head 
field hockey coach at the Uni-
versity of Iowa. “It’s going to 
be competitive conference 
play, and each and every game 
is going to come down to the 
fine margins and details.”

The Big Ten proved its 
mettle against other leagues 
during the nonconference 
season. In the Big Ten/ACC 
Challenge, the Big Ten swept 

the ACC.
Iowa won its two Big Ten/

ACC Challenge games against 
Wake Forest and North Car-
olina on Aug. 27 and 29, re-
spectively. The Hawkeyes beat 
the Demon Deacons, 5-3, and 
downed the then-No. 1 Tar 
Heels, 3-1.

Michigan, Penn State, 
Northwestern, and Maryland 
have all picked up wins over 
top ten teams so far this sea-
son, too.

Last year, the top of the 
Big Ten standings was log 
jammed. The Wolverines ulti-
mately won the league’s reg-
ular season title, with Penn 
State, Northwestern, Iowa, 
Maryland, and Rutgers trail-
ing.

“It’s going to be a really 
close battle, and this year’s 
going to be even closer,” Boal 
said. “When you see the teams 
on paper, and what we’ve seen 

so far from the games played, 
it makes for an exciting Big 
Ten as a whole.”

Having run through the Big 
Ten gauntlet and finished with 
a 5-3 league play record last 
year, Iowa feels prepared for 
conference action this season.

“It’s probably going to be 
similar this year — there’s a 
lot of teams with some great 
players,” fifth-year senior 
midfielder Ellie Holley said. 
“Everyone’s fighting for first 
place, so we have to take it a 
game at a time.”

Michigan appears to be the 
early favorite to win the Big 
Ten in 2021. The Wolverines 
are currently ranked No. 1 in 
the NFHCA Poll and boast a 
6-0 record on the season.

Michigan lost several of its 
seniors in the offseason via 
graduation, but the Wolver-
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Casey Stone /The Daily Iowan
The Iowa Hawkeyes huddle together before the Iowa Field Hockey game against Ohio University on Sept. 10 at Grant Field. 
Iowa defeated Ohio 8-0.

Dawson Moore
Sports Reporter 

Not much has gone right for Iowa vol-
leyball this season. The Hawkeyes lost six-
straight games to kick off the 2021 season, 
and their win-loss record is 2-8.

Iowa currently sits in last place in the Big 
Ten Conference standings, trailing the likes 
of 5-6 Northwestern and 6-6 Indiana. 

Three undefeated teams sit atop the 
league: 12-0 Maryland, 9-0 Ohio State, and 
8-0 Wisconsin. Purdue trails the pack of 
leaders at 8-1 overall. Maryland and Wiscon-
sin will collide this Friday at Xfinity Center 
Pavilion in College Park, Maryland.

Despite their struggles, however, the 
Hawkeyes have looked good at times this 
season, sweeping both Incarnate Word and 
Iowa State.

In addition to those wins, two of Iowa’s 
freshmen have had solid 2021 campaigns: 
Middle blocker Toyosi Onabanjo and outside 
hitter Addie VanderWeide.

Since VanderWeide joined Iowa’s start-
ing lineup against Washington Sept. 4, Io-
wa’s hitting percentage has risen steadily. 
Iowa registered a season-low .061 hitting 
percentage against Coastal Carolina on 
Aug. 28. The Hawkeyes recorded their sea-
son-high .286 attacking percentage against 
Iowa State at Xtream Arena in Iowa City on 
Sept. 11.

VanderWeide has produced double-digit 
kill totals in all but one of her appearances 
in the Black and Gold this season.

“I think there is pressure, in a way, about 
contributing on the floor every match, but 
I am confident that my teammates have my 
back and support me,” VanderWeide said. 

Before she joined the Hawkeye volleyball 
team, VanderWeide was a three-time state 
volleyball champion at Grand Rapids Chris-
tian High School in Michigan. In 2020, Van-
derWeide was a third-team All-American and 
a Michigan Gatorade Player of Year candidate.

Onabanjo made her Hawkeye debut in Io-
wa’s 3-1 loss to Syracuse Sept. 9. She fin-
ished the match with five kills, three assists, 
and a .556 attacking percentage.

Garza, Clark named final-
ists for Sullivan Award

Former Iowa men’s basketball 
player Luka Garza and current 
Hawkeye women’s basketball point 
guard Caitlin Clark are both final-
ists for the Amateur Athletic Union 
James E. Sullivan Award, per a re-
lease.

Since 1930, the honor has typ-
ically been bestowed upon one 
amateur athlete — male or female 
— every year. The AAU created the 
Sullivan Award to recognize the 
contributions and achievements of 
athletes across the country.

The James E. Sullivan Award will 
be presented at the Rosen Center in 
Orlando, Florida, Oct. 22. A special 
recognition reception will be held 
with the Orlando Magic later that 
evening.

The presentation of the Sulli-
van Award will recognize athletes’ 
achievement in 2020-21, not 2021-22.

Last season, Garza averaged 24.1 
points and 8.7 rebounds per game. 
He won all major national player of 
the year awards in 2020-21, most 
notably the John R. Wooden Nation-
al Player of the Year Award and the 
Naismith National Player of the Year 
Award.

Garza also claimed the Oscar 
Robertson Trophy and the Associat-
ed Press, Lute Olson, Sporting News, 
and NABC national player of the year 
awards.

Garza currently holds both the 
single-season and career scoring 
records at the University of Iowa. 
The two-time Big Ten Player of the 
Year scored 747 points in 2021 to not 
only set the single-season scoring 
record, but break Roy Marble’s ca-
reer points record. Garza finished 
his Hawkeye career with 2,306 
points.

 Garza won the Big Ten Jesse Ow-
ens Male Athlete of the Year Award 
and was drafted by the National 
Basketball Association’s Detroit 
Pistons in July. Garza was the 52nd 
overall pick in the 2021 NBA Draft.

Clark earned her share of recog-
nition in 2020-21 too. The now-soph-
omore was named a first-team 
All-American by The Athletic, the 
United States Basketball Writers 
Association, and the Women’s Bas-
ketball Coaches Association. 

Clark led the nation in total as-
sists (214), total points (799), points 
per game (26.6), field goals made 
(266), and 3-pointers made (116) 
last season. She ranked second in 
assists per game (7.1) and 3-pointers 
made per game (3.87).

The 6-foot-tall Iowan scored 26.6 
points and corralled 5.9 rebounds 
per game in 2020-21 on her way to 
winning the Dawn Staley Award — 
which recognizes the best point 
guard in all of NCAA Division I Wom-
en’s College Basketball annually.

“These exceptional athletes truly 
embody the spirit of the AAU James 
E. Sullivan Award,” said Jennings 
“Rusty” Buchanan, president and 
CEO of the AAU. “They’re not only top 
performers in their sport, but also 
display qualities of leadership, good 
character, and sportsmanship both 
on and off the field.”

A UI athlete claimed last year’s 
Sullivan Award: Spencer Lee. The 
Hawkeye wrestler was named a 
co-winner of the award alongside 
former Oregon women’s basketball 
player and current member of the 
WNBA’s New York Liberty Sabrina 
Ionescu.

Lee was just the fifth wrestler in 
history to win the James E. Sullivan 
AAU Award. Ionescu was the sev-
enth basketball player to ever claim 
the honor. 

Other noteworthy winners of the 
James E. Sullivan Award include for-
mer University of Tennessee quar-
terback and current Pro Football 
Hall of Famer Peyton Manning and 
former Olympic Gold Medalist and 
University of Michigan swimmer 
Michael Phelps.

Where to watch Iowa 
football on game day

The University of Iowa football 
team will take on Colorado State 
this Saturday at Kinnick Stadium in 
Iowa City. Kickoff is scheduled for 
2:30 p.m.

The game will air live on FS1. Tim 
Brando and Spencer Tillman will call 
the game on television. 

Kinnick’s gates will open at 1 p.m. 
with the Hawkeye Marching Band’s 
pregame show to follow at 2:20 p.m. 

Tickets to the game are 
still available for purchase on 
hawkeyesports.com.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

STAT OF THE DAY
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“He doesn’t know what 
he’s doing half the time, foot-
ball-wise.”

— Iowa head football coach Kirk 
Ferentz on his punter Tory Taylor

former Iowa football players 
currently in the NFL
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Parker Jones
Arts Reporter

On Sept. 22, the Star 
Wars franchise will add 
to its massive repertoire 
of titles, genres, and me-
diums — this time, in an-
ime style.

A nine-part anthology 
of short films, titled Star 
Wars: Visions and with 
almost every episode 
animated by a different 
renowned studio in the 
anime industry, will pre-
miere on Disney+. Not 
only will it be the first 
anime in Star Wars histo-

ry, but also the first to air 
on the Disney streaming 
service. 

Although it is unclear 
whether the series will be 
canonical, taking place in 
the same universe as the 
original Star Wars films, 
the seven participating 
studios within the fran-
chise had creative free-
dom to tell original sto-
ries within the Star Wars 
universe. Under the guid-
ance of Lucasfilm Anima-
tion, which produces the 
series, each episode will 
be unique, both in artistic 
style and story content.

Some well-known Jap-
anese animation studios 
involved include Studio 
Trigger, which has pro-
duced anime like Kill la 
Kill and Little Witch Ac-
ademia, and Production 
I.G, which has operated 
since 1987 and produced 
anime such as Haikyuu!! 
and Attack on Titan.

The Star Wars series 
will be released with both 
a subtitled Japanese ver-
sion and an English dub. 
Not much information 
has been released on the 
specific storylines within 
each episode. From the 

series’ trailer, howev-
er, the collection of sto-
ries looks to be an epic 
example of storytelling, 
combining the expressive 
medium of anime with 
the expansive universe of 
Star Wars.

parker-jones@uiowa.edu
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WEEKEND  EVENTS

STREAMING HIGHLIGHT: 
STAR WARS VISIONS

STAR W
ARS: VISI O

N
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STER

• BAND 141, ALL DAY, VOXMAN MUSIC BUILDING, 93 E BURLINGTON ST.

ART

SUNDAY 09.26

THIS WEEK IN FASHION: GAME DAYART

• BAND 141, ALL DAY, VOXMAN MUSIC BUILDING

ART

ASK THE AUTHOR
JOHNNIE EACH

Even before she won an essay contest that awarded her a year of free tuition at the 
University of Iowa, Johnnie Each knew she wanted to pursue storytelling for a lifetime. A 
junior at Prairie High School in Cedar Rapids, the 16-year-old enrolled in the 2021 Paul 
Engle: Glory of the Senses High School Essay Contest through Iowa City UNESCO City of 
Literature in July. The annual contest prompts young writers to describe a specific “Iowa 
experience” using detailed, descriptive imagery. City of Literature announced Each’s win 
in August, for her essay titled, “The First Morning.”

DI: How did you find out about the Paul Engle essay contest? 

Each: My aunt’s husband teaches at the University of Iowa, and I think he saw it. 
She tried to get her son to do it, but he didn’t want to, so she sent it to me, and I 
was like, “Wow, this is absolutely perfect,” because I was a sophomore at the time. 

DI: When did you submit it, and how long did the [judging] process take? 

Each: I think I submitted it in July, and it came out in August, so it was really quick. 

DI: Would you say you consider yourself a writer? 

Each: Yeah, I would consider myself a writer. I write all the time. Right now, I’m 
thinking of a major in English and Creative Writing. I don’t know if that would be to 
teach or to just write, but that’s my plan right now. 

Parker Jones
Arts Reporter

DANCE
• DANCE ME A STORY, 10:30 A.M., PEDESTRIAN MALL, 201 DUBUQUE ST.

MUSIC
• 24K MAGIC - BRUNO MARS TRIBUTE, 8 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE AND DIVE, 211 IOWA 
AVE.

ART

• BAND 141, ALL DAY., VOXMAN MUSIC BUILDING

• GYRLS NIGHT OUT: OCTAVIA EARRINGS, 5:30 P.M., BEADOLOGY IOWA, 220 
EAST WASHINGTON ST.

MUSIC

• JACKIE VENSON, GABE’S, 330 E WASHINGTON ST.

THEATRE
• WHERE ARE YOU GOING, HOLLAR GREEN?, 8 P.M., ALAN MACVEY THEATRE, 200 
N RIVERSIDE DR.

• THE FLAG PROJECT, 2 P.M., ARTIFACTORY, 120 N DUBUQUE ST.

MUSIC

• LONGFELLOW FRONT PORCH MUSIC FESTIVAL, 1 P.M., LONGFELLOW 
NEIGHBORHOOD, 500 S GOVERNOR ST.

• HASTA VERANO, 8 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE AND DIVE

• ABBY KASCH, 10 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE AND DIVE

• THE FLAG PROJECT, 2 P.M., ARTIFACTORY  

MUSIC
• BIG GROVE VINYL MARKET, 12 P.M., BIG GROVE BREWERY, 1225 S GILBERT ST.
  

Football game days are easily the most exciting part of the fall semester at 
the University of Iowa. There’s something extra special about being a college 
student on game day and getting to come up with a fun outfit that shows off 
school spirit. For last weekend’s game against Kent State, I wore a gold, tied 
up Iowa T-shirt, a thrifted white skirt with black polka dots and ruffles, white 
Nike socks, black high-top Converse shoes, and a crossbody crochet bag.

One perk of being a college student is having a closet that extends beyond 
your own. I borrowed a gold T-shirt from one of my close friends, which I tied 
up to add more flair to the outfit. Tying your shirt in a knot at the bottom is an 
easy way to make a look more dynamic or make a top shorter without having 
to permanently alter it.

Thrifting is another easy way to find affordable game day clothes. Many of 
my friends thrift T-shirts to customize for game days, and when I saw the 
polka dot skirt on the rack, I knew immediately that it would be perfect for an 
Iowa event.

Having staple pieces in your closet is another dependable fallback when it 
comes to creating a look. I’ve had my pair of black Converse since I was in 
eighth grade, and they’ve never failed me. Though they may be a little worn, 
they match many of my outfits and fit in perfectly with my Iowa clothes. White 
Nike socks added a little more dimension to the look and toned down some of 
the girliness from my skirt.

Accessorizing is a must for game days. I wore a black-and-gold smiley face 
necklace because it matches Iowa’s school colors and adds a lot of personality 
to the look. I paired this with some gold hoop earrings. Because I was just tail-
gating and not entering Kinnick Stadium, I didn’t need to use a clear bag, so I 
opted for a neutral crossbody crochet bag to hold my things. It was incredibly 
hot on Saturday, so I packed my favorite black claw clip to put my hair up. 
Claw clips are very stylish right now and super easy to find. My favorites are 
from Amazon, but my roommate loves the ones she found at T.J. Maxx.

olivia-augustine@uiowa.edu

DI: Have you written essays or pieces like that before, or was it a new thing for 
you? 

Each: I have always loved writing, and I have written essays for school, [but] not 
really outside of school. I mostly write poetry, you know like short stories, poetry — 
all that kind of stuff. 

DI: Is there a particular aspect of the essay that you think contributed to it 
winning? 

Each: I think everyone can relate to that family tradition that just feels like home 
and they love it, and — especially with the pandemic and everything crazy that’s 
been going on — I just really wanted to lean into what I think makes Iowa so special, 
which is [that], during hard times, you know, we just band together. That’s what I 
felt through my family, like no matter how crazy school got or America in general, I 
could always just go to my grandma’s house, or go to Backbone [State Park] with my 
family, and everything felt normal, so I think that is a relatable aspect. 

DI: Have you gotten any other achievements or awards for writing in the past? 

Each: The biggest so far that I’ve gotten is last year, I won a silver national medal 
in the Scholastic Art and Writing competition. It’s basically this national competi-
tion for art and writing, and I submitted a bunch of poems, and won a silver medal. 
If the pandemic wouldn’t have happened, I would have gotten to go to Carnegie 
Hall in New York, which would have been amazing. So, that was really awesome. 
And then I also won a few local awards for writing, so there’s like a Fair Housing 
poetry contest that I won for a scholarship, and then also this thing called “Letters 
About Literature” that I won.

DI: Do you plan on doing more contests in the future as far as writing goes? 

Each: Yeah, I think as many contests as my teachers tell me, I try to apply to, be-
cause college is expensive. I really want to get as many scholarships as I can, but I 
also just love doing it. It gives me so many new ideas to write about. It really helps 
my creative juices flow.

DI: You said you like to write poetry most of all — is there a specific thing or 
theme you like to write about?  

Each: Most of my poems are very similar to the essay about my family and Iowa. 
Also, I am a pastor’s daughter, so I write a lot about my faith, and my church — so 
that’s usually what I write about.

DI: Do you have a favorite piece you’ve ever written? 

Each: Yeah, the poem that won the scholastic medal is called “Where I’m From,” 
so it’s basically my life story. It felt really empowering that that won an award, be-
cause sometimes I feel — as a 16-year-old girl born and raised in Iowa — that I don’t 
have anything important to say or that would appeal to anyone outside my own 
little circle. So, the fact that my life story won an award nationally was just really 
amazing and showed me that my words and my experiences can matter, too. 

parker-jones@uiowa.edu

Olivia Augustine
Arts Reporter

THURSDAY 09.23

FRIDAY 09.24
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Puzzle solutions on page 2A

   

No. 0818

Across

Down

 1 Breaded and topped with tomato sauce and
  mozzarella, for short
 5 “Holy mackerel!”
 9 Instrument played by indie rock’s Sufjan Stevens
13 Black-and-white item in a sleeve
14 V.I.P. on base
15 Winter bugs
16 With 26-Across, game that uses a blindfold
18 Part of the food pyramid
19 Gardening tool
20 Fruit in the William Carlos Williams poem “This
  Is Just to Say”
22 Edward Snowden’s former employer, in brief
23 Black History Mo.
26 See 16-Across
29 “Why?”
31 Puts up
32 Bird that had no natural predators until humans 
 arrived
33 Tick (off)
35 Babe Zaharias was the first woman to compete
  on its tour, in brief
36 Item exchanged in a so-called “yankee swap”
41 John Lewis was born here: Abbr.
42 Org. that oversees O.T.C.s
43 Campaign expense
45 Get situated
48 Pacify
50 Frequent reveler, or a hint to 16-/26- and 
36-Across

53 Hit the slopes
54 “___ be my pleasure”
55 Lots
56 Hearty laugh
58 Tidy
60 Cartoonist suggested by this puzzle’s theme
65 Brand in the ice cream aisle
66 Aches (for)
67 Words after a gasp
68 Its underside might be covered in gum
69 The first cloned mammals
70 Yarn

 

 1 Dad
 2 “Midsommar” director Aster
 3 ___ faire (historical re-enactment event,
 for short)
 4 Fly-by-night type?
 5 Fuel up, in a way
 6 Visual in an annual report
 7 Nimble
 8 Hornswoggle
 9 Toggle option
10 Artist’s starting place
11 Get-go
12 Guest ___, what The New York Times calls op-eds
14 What an asterisk might suggest
17 Centaur’s foot

21 Transform
23 Repeated string in a chain letter subject line
24 Website with articles like “10 Surprising Ways
 to Use Mayonnaise Around Your Home”
25 Things best kept under one’s hat?
27 Data structure with a root node
28 Undo
30 Half of a half-bathroom
34 Tiny toymaker
37 Tucker who had her first hit in 1972 and
 won her first Grammys in 2020
38 Cheese used in Babybels
39 Fruits whose seeds can act as a substitute
 for black peppercorns
40 Something to do
44 Latin gods
45 Shared one’s views
46 For all ages, as a video game
47 Tell
49 Also
51 At all, in dialect
52 Combined
57 Pretzel, basically
59 Shaming syllable
61 Drug dosages: Abbr.
62 Light bulb moment sound
63 Show with the recurring character Target
 Lady, in brief
64 “Piggy”

Delaney Orewiler 
Arts Reporter

On a Saturday night, Iowa 
City overflows with artistic 
talent. Saxophone players 
saturate the streets with 
lilting notes, photographers 
position themselves to snap 
photos of new murals, and 
live music floats from the 
bars.

Weeknights downtown 
often aren’t as populated 
as the weekends. But on 
Monday night, the artistic 
prowess continues within 
one particular bar on Iowa 
Avenue — Elray’s Live and 
Dive, where an entire con-
glomeration of local artists 
can be found performing 
their wide range of musi-
cal styles.

This group of (official-
ly) 30 musicians — plus a 
number of others who ar-
en’t officially signed up — 
is known as the Iowa City 
Songwriters Collective. The 
group is led by Iowa-raised 
singer-songwriter James 
Tutson. 

Bringing artists together

The goal of the collec-
tive is fourfold, Tutson 
said. The first three seem 
simple: find local artists to 
join, make some good mu-
sic, and have fun.

Finding talent and offer-
ing them a space to grow 
and learn, Tutson said, is 
the first step. 

“The university has 
35,000 students, and that’s 
all separate from how many 
people live in Iowa City, 
Coralville, North Liberty, 
or just outside of the area,” 
Tutson said. “You’re not go-
ing to tell me that there’s 
not 100-200 really good 
songwriters in this area 
with all of those thousands 
of people. But we don’t 
know that if we don’t have 
a space for them to play, 
develop, and feel like they 
have a community.”

The collective exists as 
a place for all musicians to 
improve their writing, sing-
ing, and performing skills, 
Tutson said. It was created 

with the hope that people 
will come to the collective 
and see incredible music 
that they did not expect. 

For Trevor Polk, an indie 
pop rock artist who grew up 
in Cedar Rapids, the collec-
tive offers a space that he 
would’ve loved to have had 
when he was a new musi-
cian trying to get his feet off 
the ground. 

“It’s about falling in love 
with the process, and this 
allows artists to share the 
process together,” Polk 
said. “Having this exist 
where people can be there 
together, hear each other’s 
stories, and feel the ener-
gy — the goal is realized in 
and of itself.”

The collective’s fourth 
and final goal comes from 
the existence of the venue 
itself. Elray’s Live and Dive 
is based in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, where songwriter 
nights are very common. 

Elray’s books artists from 
all over the nation, but El-
ray’s general manager Bret 
Lanser — affectionately 
known as “Mr. Elray” in 
the Iowa City community 
— said the business would 
love to book more local art-
ists on a weekly basis.

Lanser said he wants to 
show that Elray’s is the 
home for live music in 
Iowa City.

“We can have local art-
ists as openers, or if they 
have bands, we can have 
them play instead of having 
a band from out of town. 
We get that local connec-
tion with our community,” 
Lanser said. “We want to 
be able to build that music 
community here in Iowa 
City, and we want to be the 
home for that.”

Forming the Collective

The Collective has been 

in the process of forming for 
a year and a half. Bob Frank-
lin, the owner of Iowa City 
Elray’s, said he reached out 
to Tutson at the beginning 
of the pandemic and asked 
if he would be interested in 
playing at his venue. 

The offer was put on 
hold during the pandemic, 
but eventually Tutson be-
gan performing every oth-
er week at Elray’s, Franklin 
said. Soon after, he reached 
out again and asked Tutson 
if he would be interested in 
helping him to bring a song-
writer’s night to Iowa City.

Tutson said he thought 
about the proposition 
throughout the summer, 
and eventually came to the 
conclusion that a songwrit-
ers night is exactly what 
Iowa City needed. 

“I realized that this is a 
thing that could change the 
landscape of music in Iowa 
City. In two to three years, 

this could be something 
that people know when they 
come to Iowa City,” Tutson 
said. “People would come to 
Iowa City to see that — even 
students who may not want 
to major in music but want 
to be songwriters would 
know that this thing hap-
pens in Iowa, and come here 
for that reason.”

Right now, there are 
two main components to 
the Iowa City Songwrit-
ers Collective: Half hour 
“song Sessions” for more 
established local artists 
to perform their early or 
signature works, and “Col-
lective Nights,” which are 
composed of nine to 10 
performances from artists 
at any level who are serious 
about songwriting and mu-
sic, Tutson said. 

The next Collective per-
formance will be a Song 
Sessions performance on 
Sept. 27, which is open to 

the public and runs from 9 
p.m. until midnight. 

Tutson said the Iowa City 
Songwriters Collective is 
hungry to find musicians. 
He emphasized that the 
level of musicianship isn’t 
important, musicians can 
range from new artists writ-
ing songs from their dorm 
room to older individuals 
seeking an opportunity to 
get back into performing.  

The only important re-
quirement for people to join 
is to be passionate about 
music, Tutson said.

“Our goal is to find as 
many artists as we possibly 
can and create a space for 
them,” he said. “Any genre, 
any age, any background, 
any race, any orientation, 
it does not matter. We are 
going to bond over music 
and create a space where 
we can thrive.”

delaney-orewiler@uiowa.edu

Making Mondays thrive at the Dive
The Iowa City Songwriter Collective provides a space where local singer-songwriters can perform

at Elray’s Live and Dive, creating a community of artists and viewers. 

 Larry Phan/The Daily Iowan 
Musician Jake Stack performs at El Ray’s Live & Dive on Monday using the event to experiment, Stack ambitiously played songs he wrote the same day. 

http://grifolsplasma.com
http://prizesudoku.com
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• Increased muscle and tone
• Improve balance and agility
• Decreased back pain
• Decreased risky belly fat

A Hawkeye in the City of Angels 
Brian Volk-Weiss attended the University of Iowa before heading to Los Angeles to pursue a career in film.

Olivia Augustine
Arts Reporter

Brian Volk-Weiss is an 
Emmy-nominated film pro-
ducer, founder and CEO of 
The Nacelle Company and 
subsidiary Comedy Dynam-
ics, owner of over 2,000 toys, 
Star Wars fanatic, and last, 
but not least, a University of 
Iowa alum.

From the moment he saw 
Star Wars at age 3, Volk-
Weiss knew he wanted to 
go into the entertainment 
industry. He knew he would 
spend most of his life in New 
York or Los Angeles, so at 18 
years old, he picked a college 
where he felt he would have 
a good experience. 

The decision landed him 
in the heart of the Midwest. 

“Deciding to go to Iowa 
instead of any of the other 
schools I could’ve gone to 
is, I truly believe, the second 
or third-best decision of my 
life,” Volk-Weiss said.

Volk-Weiss studied com-
munications before gradu-
ating from the UI in 1998. 
He said he made many 
good memories at Iowa, 
like watching documenta-
ries at the Englert Theatre, 
or the first day of shooting 
for his first student film, 
Identity Crash. 

Nothing impacted Volk-
Weiss quite like two of his 
favorite instructors, exper-
imental filmmakers Johan-
na Hibbard and Meg Jamie-
son , who taught at the UI 
until 2000. 

Volk-Weiss said he ar-
rived at the UI as an ac-
tion-movie enthusiast 
— the more guns and explo-

sions, the better. Hibbard 
and Jamieson respected his 
taste, he said, but taught 
him how much more there 
was to a film, like heart and 
passion. With their guid-
ance, he learned how to 
build a storyline. 

Volk-Weiss’ learning ex-
perience at the UI turned 
out to be more about build-
ing people skills and making 
memories than heavy class 
loads and pulling all-night-

ers to study. He said he has 
college friends in Minne-
apolis and Chicago, who he 
often runs new ideas past. 

“Iowa trained me to be 
a good human being, and 
a well-rounded human 
being, and gave me really 
good experiences that — 
when I got to LA at 22 in-
stead of 18 — I think Iowa 
did a lot for me so that I 
didn’t crash and burn,” 
Volk-Weiss said.

Volk-Weiss moved to Los 
Angeles six days after grad-
uating from Iowa and im-
mediately bought several 
Hollywood newspapers and 
magazines with “job want-
ed” sections upon arrival.

He said he clipped at least 
500 job openings to the 
back wall of his new apart-
ment, taking up the whole 
space. Three categories ex-
isted on the wall: jobs avail-
able, jobs he had spoken to 

someone about, and jobs he 
had already gotten. He was 
employed within eight days. 

In 1999, Volk-Weiss 
worked for a small com-
pany that was bought by a 
much larger company called 
Big Wave in 2003. By 2017, 
he built his own large de-
partment within Big Wave, 
which is now the Nacelle 
Company, the largest inde-
pendent comedy production 
and distribution company. 

His goals for the company 
now include creating films 
that people are as passionate 
about as he is Star Wars.

Volk-Weiss was recent-
ly nominated for his first 
Emmy for the production of 
Netflix docuseries Down to 
Earth with Zac Efron.

“I just do what I’m excit-
ed about,” Volk-Weiss said. 
“It’s that simple.”

olivia-augustine@uiowa.edu

‘MONTERO’: a master 
of debut albums

Jenna Post
Arts Editor

Two years after becoming 
an overnight sensation for 
the most platinum-certified 
single of all time, “Old Town 
Road,” Lil Nas X has released 
his eponymous debut album, 
MONTERO. The album fea-
tures 15 songs and has a total 
runtime of 41 minutes.

The highly anticipated 
album features some of the 
biggest names in music, 
including Doja Cat, Miley 
Cyrus, Megan Thee Stallion, 
and Sir Elton John, making 
it one of the most star-stud-
ded debut albums in history. 
While listening, it becomes 
apparent that these industry 
titans were right to see prom-
ise in Lil Nas X. 

This album carried a lot of 
weight — it would ultimately 
prove if the singer-songwrit-
er could keep up with the ex-
pectations set by “Old Town 
Road.” He did that and more 
by showing that he’s multi-
faceted with songs featuring 
topics like sex positivity, iso-
lation, and loneliness.

MONTERO does exactly 
what a debut album should 
do, showcasing musical and 
lyrical versatility while still 

staying true to what makes 
the artist himself. 

Lil Nas X seems aware that 
what his fans — especially his 
queer and Black fans — love 
most about him is his per-
sonality, which he expertly 
weaves into the album. He 
gives insight into his experi-
ence as an unapologetically 
gay Black man with a nuance 
that makes each new liten 
to the album better than the 
last. 

He reflects on his rapidly 
acquired fame and his con-
flicting feelings about his 
newfound celebrity status. 
The artist reveals that while 
he feels proud of what’s he’s 
accomplished, he still feels 
immense pressure to make 
his fans proud as one of just 
a handful of wildly successful 
gay Black men in America. 
Rest assured, this album and 
the emotional vulnerabili-
ty it provides is worth being 
proud of.

While there are some 
heavy moments, there are 
some positive songs as well, 
especially when guest artists 
are featured. Despite the jux-
taposition of self-doubt and 
self-confidence, the album 
feels cohesive, musically 

and narratively, which shows 
how talented Lil Nas X is as a 
songwriter at the young age 
of 22. 

The album appropriately 
ends with a duet with Miley 
Cyrus, who also rose to fame 
with the help of Billy Ray 
Cyrus —Lil Nas X’s collabo-
rator on “Old Town Road.” 
Like Lil Nas X, Miley has 
moved away from country 
music and wants to reclaim 
her fame with music that 
feels more true to herself. 
The final song, titled “AM I 
DREAMING?” brings every-
thing full circle in a perfectly 
satisfying way, as the pair 
wonder if their fans will re-
member them.

Lil Nas X has nothing to 
worry about, because MON-
TERO is truly unforgettable. 
In addition to a fascinating 
character study, many songs 
on the album have a beat that 
lodge themselves in listeners’ 
heads with no intention of 
leaving anytime soon.

Lil Nas X’s music is bold, 
refreshing, and well worth 
listening to. Of all debut al-
bums, MONTERO deserves to 
be among the greats.

jenna-post@uiowa.edu

Lil Nas X’s album brings the sound fans love with insight 
into the performer’s life and celebrity experience.

Contributed by SDK Photo & Design, 2020.
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