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50 years of legal services
University of Iowa Student Legal Services is celebrating its 50th anniversary

by implementing a new three-year action plan.

Anthony Neri
News Reporter

The University of Iowa Student Legal Services 
office will implement a three-year Action Plan to 
improve its services to students, as it commemo-
rates its 50th year on campus.

The plan was spearheaded by a program re-
view in March, conducted by the National Stu-
dent Legal Services chapter and Council for the 
Advancement of Standards in Higher Education, 
according to the UI Division of Student Life web-
site. 

One of these goals, which the Student Legal 

Services office was already accomplished, is to 
secure funding for an immigration referral pro-
gram, UI Student Legal Services Director Amanda 
Elkins said.

Elkins said immigration services in the office 
were limited because it’s a specialized area of law.

“We got some funding so that we could refer 
students to an outside immigration attorney who 
focuses their practice,” she said. “We’re also look-
ing at new educational programming.”

Elkins said Student Legal Services is starting 
an expungement clinic as well, which will help 
first-time offending students elide records of 
early offenses.

The UI Student Legal Services office was es-
tablished in 1971, Elkins said, and was among the 
first in the country.

“It’s also interesting that some of the reasons 
why student legal services started in the first 
place, which was related to Vietnam War protests 
and Civil Rights protests, are still issues that stu-
dents need assistance with today,” she said.

In addition to these services, Elkins said her 
team is considering reconfiguration of its current 
office space or moving to a new location entirely. 
The Student Legal Services office is currently lo-

Board of Regents approve 
North Liberty UIHC hospital

Kate Perez 
News Reporter

 North Liberty will soon be home to a Uni-
versity of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics facil-
ity.

The state Board of Regents voted unani-
mously to approve the plans for construc-
tion of a new UIHC hospital in North Liberty 
at a meeting Tuesday morning. Construc-
tion will begin later this year.

The building will be built on 60 acres of 
land along Forevergreen Road in North Lib-
erty and will encompass 469,000 square feet 
of space.

“The building has two parts. The right 
hand side of it is a hospital, and the left 
hand side of it is an academic and clinic 
building,” said Suresh Gunasekaran, chief 
executive officer of UIHC. “They will be 
structurally integrated with one another.”

The proposed budget for the project is 
$395 million, with funding provided by hos-
pital revenue bonds, gifts, and university 
hospitals building usage funds. The facility 

will be designed and constructed by Neu-
mann Monson Architects, a firm based in 
Iowa City and Des Moines, and is slated for 
completion by June 2025.

“We feel very confident that we are de-
fined in the scope of this project as we’re 
bringing it to you today,” said Rod Lehnertz, 
UI senior vice president for finance and op-
erations and architect.

The building will have a hospital with in-

patient beds and operation rooms, while the 
academic section of the building will have 
outpatient clinics and education, research, 
and collaboration spaces. It will also have 
faculty offices, according to the hospital’s 
plans.

“There will also be a new central utility 
plant entirely dedicated to this facility that 
will also be constructed, and will be useful 
for any future buildings that would be added 
to this campus,” Gunasekaran said.

The vote on the construction plans for 

West Nile virus 
found in Johnson 
CountyThe state Board of Regents approved a $395 million plan for a 

new University of Iowa hospital in North Liberty. The building 
will have both a hospital and academic section. The Johnson County Public 

Health Surveillance Program 
has found a population of 
mosquitoes testing positive 
with West Nile virus in Iowa 
City. 
Cooper Worth  
News Reporter 
 

A group of mosquitoes trapped near 
Hickory Hill Park in northeast Iowa City 
tested positive for West Nile virus late 
last month.

 The Johnson County Public Health 
Mosquito Surveillance Program, with 
assistance from researchers at the Uni-
versity of Iowa and Iowa State Universi-
ty, identified a population of mosquitoes 
that tested positive for the West Nile vi-
rus in Iowa City. 

This marks the first positive test of 
West Nile virus in mosquitoes in the 
county since the Johnson County Public 
Health Mosquito Surveillance Program 
was reinstituted in 2017, said Johnson 
County Environmental Health Manager 
James Lacina.

Lacina said the county is fortunate this 
detection did not come sooner.  

“We run the surveillance program to 
keep an eye out to see it locally,” he said. 
“We have run mosquito traps each sum-
mer since 2017 with the idea to get an 
early warning to residents if we do find it. 
It’s not like it’s unexpected. We have been 
lucky not to see it in a mosquito popula-
tion.”

A West Nile virus strain first came to 
New York in 1999, resulting in an out-
break across the U.S. that lasted until 
2010, according to the World Health Or-
ganization.

The last human case of West Nile virus 
in Johnson County was in 2018, with two 
positive cases that year. Over the last 10 
years, Johnson County has reported six 
total cases of West Nile virus in humans. 

Lacina said the team is currently fo-
cused on informing citizens.  

“The goal of this program is to identify 
and educate the public about the risk that 
is existing in the county so they can take 
the precautions necessary personally,” he 
said.

Lacina added that measures can be 
taken to protect oneself from infectious 

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
Alyssa Pomponio and Amanda Elkins pose for a portrait outside of the Student Legal Services office on Sept. 7. 

Contributed
A schematic of the planned UIHC facility in North Liberty is seen. The state Board of Regents approved the project on Tuesday.
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80 Hours 
In 1946, five Black women be-

came the first to integrate the 
Currier Residence Hall. Now, the 
dorm is showcasing these wom-
en in a mural called “It started 
with FIVE.” Read about the stu-
dent that kickstarted this art 
display and the artists who have 
completed art in several other 
residence halls as well.

Page 1B

Hawkeyes beat Indiana 
34-6

Fans entered Kinnick Stadium 
on Sept. 4 for the first time in 651 
days to see Iowa take down Indi-
ana, 34-6. Look inside for photos 
from the season’s first football 
game. Iowa cornerback Riley 
Moss returned two interceptions 
for touchdowns against the Hoo-
siers.

Page 6A

Englert Theatre’s Andre 
Perry to join UI’s diversity 
division 

Andre Perry, executive 
director of Englert Theatre, will 
join the University of Iowa as the 
Division for Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion’s senior advisor. In his 
new position, he plans to intro-
duce arts and culture to create 
a more welcoming and inclusive 
space for students.
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City Council 
The Fund Excluded Workers 

coalition rallied outside the 
Iowa City City Council Meeting 
on Tuesday, calling on the coun-
cil to devote American Rescue 
Plan funds to excluded workers. 
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U P C O M I N G
9/11 20th Anniversary 
Commemorative Issue

Keep an eye out for the 9/11 
20th Anniversary Commemora-
tive Issue of The Daily Iowan on 
the stands on Monday. The issue 
will examine how the univer-
sity community reacted to the 
events of Sept. 11, 2001, and how 
citizens of New York City plan to 
remember those who lost their 
lives.

Undergraduate Student 
Government

The University of Iowa’s Un-
dergraduate Student Govern-
ment held its first meeting of the 
semester on Tuesday. The group 
passed a resolution to support 
survivors of sexual assault and 
called on UI fraternities and so-
rorities to stand up against sex-
ual misconduct.
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DITV
DITV is back today with a live 

newscast. Check out DITV every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
for the lastest university news.
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Motorcycle Tips: Parking
• University motorcycle permits allow 
motorcycles, mopeds and scooters to 
park in all University motorcycle lots.

• Always park in motorcycle lots;
not bike racks or other areas.

• Going home for the summer?
Take it with you or get a summer permit. 

transportation.uiowa.edu
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cated in the Iowa Memorial 
Union.

According to an action 
plan on the Division of Stu-
dent Life website, the office 
is “difficult to find, unwel-
coming, cramped, and re-

quires time and resources 
to ensure confidentiality.”

Student Legal Services 
is also interested in paving 
the way for clearer commu-
nications between its staff 
and the Division of Student 
Life, Elkins added.

As previously report-
ed by The Daily Iowan, the 
short-lived Student Adviso-
ry Board was intended as a 
channel for voicing student 
concerns to Student Legal 
Services, but Elkins said 
COVID-19 has put it into 
disuse.

To make up for this, as 
well as a recent lack of 
in-person events because of 
the pandemic, the Student 
Legal Services office will 
use Student Life Commu-
nications — a UI strategic 
communications team — to 
better market its mission, 
according to the Division of 
Student Life website. 

The communications are 
primarily meant to bene-
fit first- and second-year 
students who didn’t have 
traditional orientations 
and may have missed the 
opportunity to learn about 
Student Legal Services, ac-
cording to its website.

Alyssa Pomponio, assis-
tant attorney in UI Student 
Legal Services, said the of-
fice intends to collaborate 
to spread word of the of-
fice’s services to students, 
staff, and faculty — who 
may refer students.

“We assist in a variety of 
different practice areas,” 
she said. “It doesn’t matter 
if you are coming to us pro-
actively like, for example, 
for a lease review, or if you 
are in need of some kind 

of defense or something 
like that—if you have been 
charged for a crime, if you 
have been involved in some 
kind of internet scam and 
you’ve lost money, or you 
need a divorce.”

Although 2021 marks 
Student Legal Services’ 50th 
anniversary at the UI, Elkins 
said celebratory events are 

still under consideration 
and not certain.

“We’re hesitant to sched-
ule in-person events at this 
point, just because we don’t 
know what’s going to hap-
pen with COVID,” she said. 
“So, we’re focusing right 
now more on social media 
and reaching out to alumni. 
We might do a panel dis-
cussion kind of about the 
history of Student Legal 
Services—so we’re still in 
the pretty early planning 
stages.”

the hospital came af-
ter a Certificate of Need 
was granted by the state 
Health Facilities Council 
on Aug. 31. A Certificate 
of Need is used for ex-
panding the number of 
healthcare facilities and 
services in an area.

The meeting on Aug. 
31 was the second time 
the hospital has come 
before the state Health 
Facilities Council. The 
project was initially de-
nied by the council, but 
it was approved in the 
second hearing. At both 

meetings, representa-
tives from area hospitals 
spoke out against the 
proposed hospital, say-
ing it would hurt com-
munity hospitals in Iowa 
City and Cedar Rapids.

“Not only do they ad-
vertise for their services, 
but they talk down about 
the ones that community 
hospitals and small hos-
pitals like myself pro-
vide,” Eric Briesemiester, 
CEO of Jones Region-
al Medical Center said 
during the Aug. 31 meet-
ing. “UIHC is a fantastic 

resource for that tertiary 
specialized care, but they 
really do threaten the 
viability of rural health-
care entities like ours.”

The hospital needed 
to receive the Certificate 
of Need in order to go 
ahead with construction, 
and it received it based 
on capacity and the idea 
of using the hospital as a 
way to train students.

A primary motivation 
for the new hospital is to 
open up more space for 
patients, Gunasekaran 
said. There has been an 

increase in the number 
of people requesting 
heath care treatment 
from UIHC, he said, and 
not enough space to ac-
commodate them all.

“We’re doing this for 
the people of the state 
of Iowa – I think that 
should be remembered,” 
Regents President Mike 
Richards said. “We take 
care of people from ev-
ery walk of life in the 
state and this will be 
their hospital.”

katherine-perez@uiowa.edu

bites.  
 “Two key ways are to 

protect yourself from 
bites and eliminate the 
breeding sites,” he said. 
“Use insect repellent, 
wear long sleeves, and 
look if there is stand-
ing water in your home 
or property to eliminate 
some of that mosquito 
playing ground.” 

 Stanley Perlman, pro-
fessor of microbiolo-
gy and immunology at 
the UI, said the virus 
is a greater threat with 
COVID-19 if there is more 

exposure to mosquitoes. 
“Otherwise, their 

modes of transmission 
are quite different, so one 
should not affect the oth-
er,” he said.  

 Lacina said the only real 
way COVID-19 and West 
Nile virus are connected is 
in the populations who are 
most at risk for the respec-
tive diseases. 

“People who are im-
munocompromised or 
elderly are at greater risk 
of West Nile, as they are 
for COVID,” Lacina said. 
“There are similarities 
in the population that I 
think really need to show 
caution to make sure they 

are not infected.”  
 While people shouldn’t 

be alarmed about the 
county’s findings, Lacina 
said, it’s important they 
be educated on the po-
tential risk the virus pos-
es in the community.  

 “While it may be low 
(chance) that a mosqui-
to in the population has 
West Nile and transmits 
it to a human who then 
may become ill, it’s al-
ways a possibility,” he 
said. “Knowing that West 
Nile is in mosquitoes in 
this area should just give 
people a reason to be a 
little more careful if they 
know they are in an envi-

ronment where mosqui-
toes may be an issue.” 

Lacina said there are a 
lot of moving parts of the 
program, and he is thank-
ful for all the partner or-
ganizations involved.  

“This is the point of 
the program, that we’ve 
entered into a nice part-
nership with the Iowa De-
partment of Public Health, 
Iowa State University, and 
the State Hygienic Lab,” 
he said. “So, a lot of great 
partner organizations, 
coming together to try 
and protect the health of 
our community.”

Contributed
A schematic of the interior of the proposed UIHC hospital in North Liberty is seen. A schematic of the planned UIHC facility in North Liberty is seen. The 
state Board of Regents approved the project on Tuesday.

anthony-neri@uiowa.edu 
Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan

The outside of Student Legal Services is seen Sept. 2.
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Construction workers Ross Reed, Cary Sublette, and Todd Kuncl (left to right) spread concrete for a sidewalk next to North Riverside Drive in Iowa City on 
Tuesday.
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cooper-worth@uiowa.edu  

It’s also interesting that some of the rea-
sons why student legal services started in the first 
place...are still issues that students need assistance 
with today.” 

— UI Student Legal Services Director Amanda Elkins

PAVING PARTY

http://transportation.uiowa.edu
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319.594.0991  |  www.usbodycontour.com

EMSCULPT® uses
electromagnetic

stimulation to
force contractions.

 

Benefits of Core 
Strengthening:

• Increased muscle and tone
• Improve balance and agility
• Decreased back pain
• Decreased risky belly fat

http://stophiviowa.org
http://usbodycontour.com
http://hillsbank.com/ui-student
http://dailyiowan.com/202book
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Opinions
Open Iowa City to Afghan refugees

Iowa City should welcome Afghan refugees — it’s the right thing to do, and it helps communities flourish.
DI Editorial Board

America’s 20-year na-
tion-building experiment 
in Afghanistan has failed. 
In the past few weeks, the 
Taliban — without firing 
a single shot — waltzed 
into Kabul as the Ameri-
can-backed Afghan gov-
ernment collapsed. 

The harrowing scenes 
of Afghans falling onto 
the tarmac from the 
landing gear of airplanes 
have been etched into the 
global psyche as many Af-
ghans desperately tried to 
get inside the Hamid Kar-
zai International Airport, 
one of the only gateways 
out of the country. A sui-
cide bombing outside the 
airport killed 183 people, 
including 13 U.S. soldiers. 

In spite of all the chaos, 
the U.S. and its allies have 
managed to evacuate 
117,000 Afghans. Many of 
them will head to the U.S. 
to start new lives as refu-
gees, and Iowa City would 
be a great destination for 
them.

The right thing to do 

Afghans coming to 
America barely es-
caped with their lives. 
The Taliban, a cutthroat 
movement of extremist 
Islamist fighters, have re-
implemented their dra-
conian version of sharia 
over Afghanistan. 

Despite saying that 
they will be willing to 

moderate their doctrine, 
the Taliban have already 
begun to crack down on 
girls’ education, music, 
and on anything that re-
motely goes against their 
theocratic doctrine. 

Furthermore, the group 
has started hunting down 
and executing Afghans 
who worked closely with 
American forces as in-
terpreters and contrac-
tors. In short, the Taliban 
takeover has created an 
atmosphere of fear and 
hopelessness. It’s only 
right for Iowa City to take 
in and help Afghan refu-
gees start a new life.

Of course, there has 
been a strong push back 
by right-wing commen-
tators regarding accept-
ing Afghan refugees. The 
likes of Tucker Carlson 
and Stephen Miller began 
to raise alarm bells about 
how Afghan refugees 
could be a potential se-
curity threat, insinuating 
that some of the Afghans 
coming into the country 
are terrorists looking to 
strike in the U.S. 

This line of argumen-
tation is incredibly shal-
low, meant to drum up 
anti-refugee sentiment 
among the conservative 
base. The reality is that 
refugees are not looking 
to bring harm onto Amer-
icans. There is a 1 in 3.64 
billion chance that a refu-
gee will commit a murder 
on U.S. soil. An American 
is more likely to get struck 

by lightning  — twice.

Refugees make Iowa City 
better

Iowa City already 
knows the positive im-
pact that refugees can 
have on society. From 
the mid-90s to the early 
2000s, hundreds of Su-
danese refugees, fleeing 
political persecution and 
war, settled in Iowa City. 
Over the next 20 years, 
those refugees built the 
foundations of a flourish-
ing Sudanese American 
community that has pro-
vided cultural, economic, 
and civic contributions to 
Iowa City in return. 

They are our fellow stu-
dents, doctors, lawyers, 
and lawmakers, working 
hard to make Iowa City 
the thriving and vibrant 
town that we all love. In 
fact, Iowa City City Coun-
cil member Mazahir Salih 
was the first Sudanese 
American to be elected to 
public office in the U.S. 

The example of Suda-
nese Americans in Iowa 
City shows that refugee re-
settlement not only allows 
for refugees to live a safe 
life, but provides benefits 
toward residents as well. 

One of the most doc-
umented phenomena of 
refugee resettlement is 
that it creates job oppor-
tunities for refugees as 
well as those born in the 
city. Migration econo-
mists contend that when 

refugees arrive in a host 
country, they encourage 
the native population to 
specialize and increase 
the amount of skills they 
have, thus inducing up-
ward mobility. 

Furthermore, refugees 
tend to be more entre-
preneurial than their na-
tive counterparts. It is 
estimated that, although 
they only make up about 
15 percent of the popula-
tion, migrants and refu-
gees account for 25 per-
cent of all entrepreneurs. 

Through their business-
es, these migrant entre-
preneurs are responsible 
for employing tens of 
thousands of non-ref-
ugees. Finally, refugees 
generate more income 
than it takes to provide for 

them. Statistical analysis 
shows that, for every $120 
to $126 spent on support-
ing a refugee, that refugee 
will add  $205 to $253 into 
the local economy. 

In 2001, when U.S. forc-
es decimated the Taliban 
and took back Afghani-
stan, it gave the Afghan 
people hope — hope that 
there will be an Afghani-
stan without violence, an 
Afghanistan where boys 
and girls can go to school 
together, where men 
don’t have to wear long 
beards, and women can 
work outside the home. 

This hope turned out 
to be false, as four suc-
cessive U.S. presidential 
administrations and top 
military brass developed 
a callous attitude toward 

the landlocked country. 
America set up an Afghan 
government that could 
not govern, then forgot 
about Afghanistan for 
15 years as the Taliban 
regained their strength. 
Once most U.S. forces 
pulled out, Afghanistan 
was there for the taking. 

However, there is still 
a chance for us to at least 
somewhat repent for the 
mistakes of our policy-
makers. By making Iowa 
City a welcoming place for 
refugees fleeing the vio-
lence in Afghanistan, we 
will make an already di-
verse and welcoming com-
munity into a place where 
Afghans can thrive and 
maybe find that lost hope. 

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Jack Gruber/USA TODAY
Aug 26, 2021; Dulles, VA, USA; Afghan refugees arrive at Dulles International Airport in Northern Virginia while en 
route to military facilities in the U.S.

EDITORIAL 

Texas law sets
 dangerous precedent 

Texas has created an un-
certain future for women and 
victims of sexual violence. 

The state’s newest law 
bans abortions after six 
weeks of pregnancy and 
allows private citizens to 
sue abortion providers and 
anyone who helps women 
acquire the procedure. You 
heard that right — anyone.  
Even the Uber driver who 
gives a ride to the clinic can 
receive a lawsuit. 

Texas and the U.S. Su-
preme Court have set a dan-
gerous precedent for other 
red states — including Iowa. 
Currently, Iowa bans most 
abortions after 20 weeks of 
pregnancy. But the state is 
notoriously known for push-
ing legislation that restricts 
access for abortion. While 
lawmakers have continued 
to push for restriction, sever-
al attempts have been struck 
down by the Iowa Supreme 
Court. 

In 2018, the court ruled 
that the Iowa constitution 
recognizes a person’s fun-
damental right to abortion 
and struck down the 72-hour 
waiting period requirement. 

The following year, Iowa 
Gov. Kim Reynolds signed 
the “heartbeat bill” that 
banned individuals from 

getting an abortion after a 
fetal heartbeat was detected. 
The law sparked controversy 
since a fetal heartbeat can 
sometimes be detected as 
early as six weeks of preg-
nancy and shortened the 
window where a person can 
legally get an abortion in the 
state. Opponents also not-
ed that many people aren’t 
aware that they’re pregnant 
at the six-week mark. 

However, it was later 
deemed unconstitutional 
by a state judge because the 
parameters of the law were 
“violative of both the due 
process and equal protection 
provisions of the Iowa Con-
stitution as not being nar-
rowly tailored to serve the 
compelling state interest of 
promoting potential life.”

But, with the U.S Supreme 
Court’s refusal to block the 
Texas law, the door is wide 
open for Iowa to adopt simi-
lar policies with limited legal 
barriers. 

Now, pro-choice advocates 
and Democrats are worried 
that Iowa could mirror Texas 
law.  Several previous Iowa 
abortion laws — like the fetal 
heartbeat bill — were pro-
posed in other states,  such 
as Texas. 

While many pro-choice 
supporters are advocating 
for “my body, my choice,” an-
other alarming feature — or 
lack thereof — is that this law 
has no exceptions for cases 
that involve rape or incest. 

The question that needs to 
be asked is how is this going 
to affect victims of sexual vi-
olence? This law doesn’t only 
restrict a woman’s control 
over her body. It also could 
punish survivors and limit 

support available to them. 
When the Texas law went 

into effect, rape crisis centers 
like the Dallas Area Rape Cri-
sis center were forced to lim-
it the support they give be-
cause it makes them an easy 
target to civil lawsuits. If 
similar measures are taken in 
Iowa, resources like the Rape 
Victim Advocacy Program 
could face a similar dilemma. 

What doesn’t help is that 
our society drags survivors 
through trauma. Colleges 
like the University of Iowa 
uphold rape culture by al-
lowing sexual assault to hap-
pen without punishment. 
The criminal justice system 
fails survivors when they re-
fuse to take victims’ cases to 
court and let 995 out of every 
1000 perpetrators walk free. 

We already have barriers in 
place that penalize survivors. 
Now, Texas has backed them 
into a corner with a limit-
ed amount of resources and 
potentially force them into 
nine months of additional 
trauma. 

And what’s scary is that 
there’s nothing to stop other 
states from following suit. 

Yes, obvious concerns 
about Texas’ new law are 
increases in unsafe abortion 
and the fact most women 
don’t know they’re even 
pregnant at week six. 

But the kind of precedent 
it’s setting for victims of sex-
ual violence across the na-
tion is a dangerous notion,  
considering the trauma they 
face from our culture and 
failures from institutions 
and the criminal justice sys-
tem. 

The newest anti-abortion law threatens victims of sexual 
violence across the country

Hannah Pinski
Opinions Editor

COLUMN

Your elected officials 
can help you 

The casework operation in Congressional offices is 
underutilized, yet beneficial for the American pub-

O f t e n , 
Americans 
think of 
our mem-
bers of 
Congress 
as out 
of touch 
politicians 
who do 
little to 
help us. 
When it 

comes to passing legislation, the 
process is certainly lengthy and 
produces results that may or may 
not have an impact on any given 
individual. However, many people 
are unaware of casework, which is 
another service that members of 
Congress provide to directly solve 
issues for their constituents.  

This is a little-known operation, 
and every member of Congress par-
takes in serving their constituents 
through this avenue. While every 
office participates in casework, the 
elected officials can determine the 
amount and types of casework to 
pursue. The basic function of case-
work is that Congressional offices 
act as liaisons between constituents 
and federal agencies.  

Members of Congress hire staff, 
called caseworkers, to facilitate 
communication with a federal 
agency on behalf of a constituent. 
While Congressional staffers might 
not always be able to produce a 
speedy or favorable outcome, they 
can at least deliver answers that 
the constituent may not have re-
ceived otherwise.  

Before I worked in Rep. Cindy 
Axne’s Des Moines office last sum-
mer, I was completely unaware that 
this service existed. I’ve now seen 
firsthand how beneficial casework 
can be for a variety of people. 

One of the most common requests 
for casework, at least in my office, 

was for expedited passports. Our 
staff was able to contact the State 
Department to secure passports 
that were backlogged, despite the 
constituent previously paying for 
it to be expedited. Understandably, 
people were very excited that they 
wouldn’t have to miss their upcom-
ing international travel plans.  

It’s no secret that the IRS can be 
slow at times, so we also received 
many requests for tax returns that 
should’ve been delivered months 
prior. Our office was able to contact 
the IRS and secure delayed returns 
for many taxpayers. Thousands of 
dollars were rightly returned to tax-
payers, some of whom needed the 
money to stay afloat.  

The office I worked in not only 
offers state department and IRS 
services, but deals with almost ev-
ery federal agency. From veterans 
having issues with the VA, folks 
who need help with Social Securi-
ty, or individuals trying to secure 
a green card, our caseworkers do a 
great deal to aid Iowa’s residents. 
We even helped The Des Moines Reg-
ister’s  Rekha Basu track down a lost 
international package.  

From my perspective inside the of-
fice, it was clear that casework ser-
vices can be a great help to people. 
Yet, it’s often underused. If you’re 
an Iowan caught in a situation where 
you might need help with a federal 
agency, both Sens. Chuck Grassley 
and Joni Ernst are available to help, 
as well as the Representative of the 
district in which you reside.  

I can’t attest to how robust the 
casework operation is in every Con-
gressional office, but I can attest to 
Axne’s office in Iowa’s third district, 
and to casework as a whole. Overall, 
more Americans should be aware of 
how they might be able to receive di-
rect help from their elected officials.  

COLUMN

Sophie Stover 
Opinions Columnist

hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu sophie-stover@uiowa.edu



Anthony Neri
News Reporter 

Alexander Bassuk hopes 
to expand excellence in all 
pediatric subspecialities 
in his new role as physi-
cian-in-chief of the Stead 
Family Children’s Hospital.

Bassuk, who was also 
named chair and depart-
mental executive officer of 
the Carver College of Med-
icine Stead Family Depart-
ment of Pediatrics, started 
his new position Sept. 1.

Regarding the function of 
his new role, Bassuk wrote 
in an email to The Daily Io-
wan that one of his duties is 
recruiting and mentoring a 
diverse world-class faculty.

“Virtually all of the pe-
diatric subspecialties in 
Iowa are facing critical 
shortages,” Bassuk said.

Bassuk wrote that ex-
panding the hospital’s 
excellence will draw 
the best trainees in the 
world to Iowa. The phy-
sicians and scientists his 
department will recruit 
and treat kids with can-
cer and are on the search 
for new cures, he wrote.

Bassuk’s current areas of 
research concern autism, 
traumatic brain injuries, 
epilepsy, and inflamma-
tion in the eyes and bones.

“In collaboration with 
Dr. Ted Abel in Neurolog-
ical Sciences and the Iowa 
Neuroscience Institute and 
Dr. Lane Strathearn, one 
of our Developmental Pe-
diatricians who runs our 
Iowa Center for Disability 
and Development, we are 
investigating underlying 
causes and new treat-
ments for autism,” he said.

He also wrote that all of 
the research done at the 
Carver College of Medicine 
“starts with patients and 
uses multiple models to 
help understand the cause 
of diseases and then to 
develop new treatments.”

Bassuk is already lead-
ing his department by en-
gaging in listening tours 
across the state to meet 
with other health care 

systems in both urban 
and rural areas in Iowa.

“For example, our world-
class neonatology program 
supports smaller neonatal 
programs throughout the 
state, both by providing 
direct clinical care and by 
teaching nurses, respirato-
ry therapists, and doctors 
all over Iowa,” he wrote.

Eva Tsalikian, vice chair 
for clinical affairs for the 
department of pediatrics, 
served as the interim chair 
for the last 27 months. She 
said it’s exciting to have a 
permanent chair in place.

Tsalikian also serves as 
the director of the division 
of pediatric endocrinology 
and diabetes. She said the 
department of pediatrics’ 
three main missions are to 
provide good care for the 
children, educate the new 
generation of pediatricians, 
and create new knowledge 
and find new cures for dis-
eases that affect children.

“I’m sure Dr. Bassuk is 
going to expand our hori-
zons in all three of these 
missions and have a good 
plan for us to be able to 
care for more children who 
need our services; for us 
to train the trainees who 
are working with us; and 
for us to do research in 
basic science, clinical re-
search, and translational 
research,” Tsalikian said.

Another of Bassuk’s 
aims as department chair 
is to foster the growth 
of basic science and re-
search infrastructure, and 
the department’s over-
all research portfolio 
and National Institute of 
Health funding, he wrote.

“We will continue to 
reach out to our colleagues 
throughout the state of 
Iowa to build strong part-
nerships to improve the 
health and lives of the chil-
dren of Iowa and beyond,” 
he wrote. “We want all the 
doctors and providers who 
care for children in Iowa 
to know that we are there 
for them if they need us.”

anthony-neri@uiowa.edu

Parker Jones
Arts Reporter

From 11 years with the 
Englert Theatre to a future 
with the University of Io-
wa’s Division of Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion, An-
dre Perry is keeping close to 
the Iowa City community. 

On Aug. 24, the Englert 
announced that Perry 
would step down from his 
executive director role. 
His last day with the En-
glert will be next week 
on Sept. 13, before he of-
ficially transitions to a 
new position as a senior 
advisor and the direc-
tor of arts, engagement, 
and inclusion with the 
UI’s DEI team on Sept. 22. 

A graduate of the UI’s 
MFA Nonfiction Writing 
Program, Perry has had 
deep ties to Iowa City and 
the university for near-
ly 20 years. In addition to 
acting as a visiting adjunct 
assistant professor in the 
UI’s writing department, 
Perry also serves on nu-
merous boards like The 
National Independent 
Venue Association, and 
has led multiple commu-
nity projects in Iowa City, 
including co-founding 
the Mission Creek Fes-
tival and Witching Hour 
music and art events, 
both run by the Englert. 

So far, Perry said the 

transition process has 
been a busy one, but he 
is grateful for all those 
who are stepping up to 
fill leadership roles, in-
cluding John Schickedanz, 
who will serve as the En-
glert’s interim executive 
director in Perry’s absence. 

Although he will soon 
be working in a with a 
slightly different concen-
tration — moving from 
Iowa City’s entertainment 
scene to a more directly 
involved campus role — 
much of Perry’s work will 
remain the same, he said. 

“It’s definitely a transi-
tion to go from one job to 
another, but the change in 
my head is not that big,” he 
said. “It’s like going from 
one home to another.”

With the Division of 
Diversity, Equity, and In-
clusion, Perry will main-
ly focus on the arts and 
culture scene within the 
university, as well as over-
seeing campus climate 
surveys. He will also aid 
the division in supervising 
programs, conversations, 
and policy improvements. 

Perry said much of his 
work will be connect-
ing the arts and culture 
aspects on campus, in-
cluding academic pro-
grams for undergraduate 
and graduate students, 
as well as arts initiative 
projects like Hancher 

Auditorium, to the UI’s 
larger DEI-based goals. 

He added that he wants 
to make sure students 
see the DEI division as 
a resource, and to ulti-
mately make sure the UI 
feels like a positive, wel-
coming environment.   

“I think part of it is rec-
ognizing how arts and 
culture spectrums are 
really effective at ignit-
ing conversations and 
working people with dif-
ferent perspectives into 
the same room,” Perry 
said. “It gives us the abil-
ity to talk about topics 
that might affect stu-
dents, or faculty and staff.” 

Perry’s goal continues to 

revolve around communi-
ty building. At the Englert, 
Perry said, the core aspira-
tion they worked toward 
was to creating a better 
space where people felt 
held by their community. 

He said that there is 
a similar notion with 
working with DEI. 

“For me, it’s all con-
nected. I think all these 
institutions and programs 
and divisions have to be 
thinking about the envi-
ronment through which 
its people are moving, 
and try to make it better 
constantly,” Perry said. 
“The work is never done.”  

parker-jones@uiowa.edu
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Puzzle solutions on page 2A

   

No. 0804

Across

Down

1 ___ alphabet   
5 Dream big
11 ___-Signal
14 Mystery writer?
15 Place to hide in hide-and-seek
16 Donkey Kong, for one
17 Classic song that starts “I was working in the
  lab late one night” [2003, 1970]
19 Hwy.
20 Viking beverage
21 Popular New Orleans dessert
23 Start of the Depression [1987, 2004]
27 ___ vera
28 Bequeaths
29 Works of Picasso y Goya
30 Gotham inits.
31 Small wind instrument
32 Gamblers’ calculations
33 Line at the top or bottom of a website 

 
 
 

 
 

[1997, 2019]
36 Help up a slope
38 Popular depilatory
39 Busy body?
42 It was cool in the ’90s
43 Search blindly
45 Strives (to)
46 Commuter’s headache [1998, 2000]
49 1986 #1 hit for Patti LaBelle and Michael 
 McDonald
50 Throne material on “Game of Thrones”
51 Lovelace of early computing
52 Editing device suggested by 17-, 23-, 33-
 and 46-Across?
57 Crossed
58 Michelle Obama or Jill Biden, informally
59 Request accompanying puppy dog eyes, 
 maybe
60 ___ Lankan

61 Mac-versus-PC and others
62 Lead-in to sax

 1 “Full Metal Jacket” setting, in brief
 2 Surprise for a statistician
 3 “Funky Cold Medina” rapper
 4 In the bargain bin, say
 5 Tennis feat
 6 Nikon D3500, e.g.
 7 Certain lap dog, informally
 8 Allende who wrote “City of the Beasts”
 9 Goes back to square one
10 Moral code
11 Alma mater for Martha Stewart and Joan 
 Rivers
12 Hurdles for many honor students, in brief
13 Something most babies do at around six
  months
18 The Rams scored none of these in the ’19
  Super Bowl, and the Chiefs none in ’21
22 Ex-seniors
23 Sickly-looking
24 Mattress size
25 Big break
26 58-Across between Lou and Bess
31 Supporting
32 ___ Lady of Guadalupe
33 Often-frazzled comics character
34 Rank below adm.
35 Seating section
36 What the N.B.A.’s SuperSonics became in
  2008
37 Type of rice
39 Like some glasses
40 Highly respected
41 Help button
42 Some celebrity sporting events
43 Rampage
44 Dwindle
45 Birthplace of Homo sapiens
47 So-called “Godfather of �the Teamsters”
48 Be bedridden, say
53 Big Apple subway inits.
54 Opposite of norte
55 Email addenda, for short
56 Vegas hotel and casino that is the longtime
  host of the World Series of Poker

Stead’s 
new 

head 
Alexander Bassuk will serve as the 
new chair for the Stead Family De-

partment of Pediatrics and physi-
cian-in-chief of the Stead Family 

Children’s Hospital.

Andre Perry looks ahead to future with UI DEI
The Englert Theatre’s Andre Perry will soon transition to a leadership 

position with the University of Iowa’s DEI team, where he plans to connect 
arts and culture to the university’s DEI goals.

Contributed

Contributed
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Back (with fans) in Black

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
A concession stand attendant serves a beer during a football game be-
tween No. 18 Iowa and No. 17 Indiana at Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 4. This is 
the first season Kinnick Stadium is selling alcohol.

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Fans celebrate during a football game between No. 18 Iowa and No. 17 Indiana at Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 4. It had been 651 days since fans were allowed into Kinnick.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa football team enters the field before a football game between No. 18 Iowa and No. 17 Indiana at Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 4. The Hawkeyes defeated the Hoosiers 34-6.

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Riley Moss returns an interception for a touchdown 
during a football game between No. 18 Iowa and No. 17 Indiana at Kinnick 
Stadium on Sept. 4. Moss had two interceptions on the day.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Riley Moss returns an interception for his second pick 
six of the day during a football game between No. 18 Iowa and No. 17 Indiana 
at Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 4.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa running back Tyler Goodson hurdles Indiana defensive back Tiawan Mullen during a football 
game between No. 18 Iowa and No. 17 Indiana at Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 4.

34    -    6
The No. 18 Iowa football team dominated No. 17 Indiana in 

the season-opening game at Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 4. Tyler 
Goodson ran for a 56-yard touchdown on the fourth offensive 

play of the game, and Riley Moss recorded two interception re-
turns for touchdowns in Iowa’s 28-point victory — the first game 
in 651 days that the Hawkeyes played in front of fans in Kinnick.

HAWKEYES HOOSIERS
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with Splitt and Ortega. 
“I found out a week 

before our first match,” 
Ortega said. “My biggest 
thing, when it came to my 
mindset, was just know-
ing that I may have it the 
first game, but it could be 
gone in the next match. 
Even if my name is on 
the lineup, it could easily 
change, so I still need that 
competitive mentality ev-

ery day in practice.”
In her first match as 

Iowa’s lone setter, the 
sophomore from Daven-
port, Iowa, native put up 
a career-high 45 assists 
against Duke. She add-
ed two more career highs 
with 2 kills and 15 digs.

With a year of experi-
ence in the Black and Gold 
under her belt, Ortega 
said she has more confi-
dence in herself coming 
into the fall. She feels her 
teammates and coaches 
have more confidence in 

her abilities as well. 
Last season, Ortega 

played in three of Iowa’s 
six rotations in the back 
row. Now that Ortega is 
playing every rotation for 
the Hawkeyes, the sopho-
more has the new task of 

playing in the front row 
and contributing defen-
sively at the net. 

Most Big Ten players 
who spend their time in 
the front row are above 
six feet tall. All of Io-
wa’s hitters and middle 

blockers are six feet tall 
or more.

Ortega steps in at five-
foot-nine, which can make 
blocking the heavy hitters 
of the Big Ten a bit of a 
challenge. 

“One of the things that 
I wanted to emphasize 
coming into the season 
was defense all around,” 
Ortega said. “I think that 
our defense behind me 
has picked up, so I know 
that — even though I’m 
not going to get a monster 
block unlike everyone else 

— I have defense behind 
me who is still going to be 
able to get the ball up and 
that I can trust.”

Ortega’s current assist 
average of 9.5 per set puts 
her just outside the top 10 
in the conference.

Ortega and the Hawkeyes 
will have their home open-
er at Xtream Arena Thurs-
day when Iowa takes on 
Syracuse in the opening 
game of the Cy-Hawk Se-
ries Tournament.

william-fineman@uiowa.edu

the time,” Murphy said. “We’ve begun to 
learn where one another are going to be 
on the field.”

Meanwhile, the introduction of fresh-
man forward Annika Herbine — one of 
seven newcomers — also provided a 
spark to the Hawkeye offense.

The freshman from Macungie, Penn-
sylvania, found her way into the start-
ing lineup in her first collegiate season, 
even as the Hawkeyes returned all 11 
starters from the spring.

In her first four games in the Black 
and Gold, Herbine has recorded a goal 
and an assist — her three points are 
tied for sixth-most on the Hawkeye 
roster. 

After some mistakes in the Hawkeyes’ 
opening weekend, when the Hawkeyes 
allowed four goals in two games, the Iowa 
defense rebounded on the east coast with 
shutout wins over New Hampshire and 
Boston University. 

Iowa allowed just five shots through-
out both games, while netting seven 
combined goals.

But seeing Iowa win by relying on its 
offense was encouraging for Cellucci 
and her staff.

“These guys have been playing with 
each other so long together they can 
read each other well,”  Cellucci said. 
“We had great off ball movement and 
leading, and that’s been one of the big-
gest keys.”

benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu

and I think that’s such a 
great thing for our team 
chemistry.”

Though Walker has 
proven herself as a force 
on Iowa’s front field — 
she is tied for the most 
goals on the Hawkeyes 
with four — she constant-

ly tries to get better and 
critiques herself on film.

Before she scored 
two goals against Pur-
due-Fort Wayne on Sept. 
2, DiIanni said she spent 
about 25 minutes that 
morning working on fin-
ishing plays. 

Walker, along with 
graduate transfer Court-
ney Powell and freshman 

Kenzie Roling, has pro-
vided a boost to a Hawk-
eye program that aver-
aged 0.65 goals a game 
last season.

Now, the Hawkeyes 
are averaging 1.83 goals 
through six games in fall 
2021.

“I think she’s a natu-
ral goal scorer,” DiIanni 
said. “I think she’s very 

athletic, and I think she’s 
one of our best players in 
the air on set pieces and 
on wide service.”

Rydberg likes how 
Walker can make long 
runs down the field — the 
duo have chemistry in 
which they can anticipate 
each other’s next move. 
Rydberg has been credit-
ed with an assist on two 

of Walker’s goals in 2021. 
Walker is working on a 

master’s degree in social 
work, as she is interested 
in working on the con-
nection between athletes 
and their mental health. 
But Walker isn’t plan-
ning on using her degree 
right after graduation 
— she wants to pursue a 
professional soccer ca-

reer following her time 
at Iowa.

“My dream is to play 
in Europe,” Walker said. 
“I am not picky on where 
that might be. Two of my 
passions are being able 
to travel and being able 
to keep playing the sport 
that I love.” 

isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

FIELD HOCKEY
Continued from Page 8A

ORTEGA
Continued from Page 8A

Jerod Ringwald /The Daily Iowan
Iowa setter Bailey Ortega celebrates a kill by outside Hitter Courtney Buzzeiro during a womens volleyball match between Iowa and Rutgers at Xtream Arena on Feb. 20.

Casey Stone /The Daily Iowan
Iowa midfielder/forward Ellie Holley attempts to score a goal during the Iowa field hockey Big Ten/ACC 
Challenge game against Wake Forest on Aug. 27 at Grant Field. Iowa defeated Wake Forest 5-3. 

[E]ven though I’m not going to get a mon-
ster block unlike everyone else, I have 

defense behind me who is still going to be able 
get the ball up and that I can trust.”

— Sophomore setter Bailey Ortega

These guys have been playing with each other so long together they 
can read each other well. We had a great off ball movement and leading, and 

that’s been one of the biggest keys.”
— Field hockey coach Lisa Cellucci

SOCCER
Continued from Page 8A
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

“He’s a safety blanket for my 
emotions.”
 — Hawkeye QB Spencer Petras 
on his relationship with center 
Tyler Linderbaum.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

1,572
Rush yards accumulated 
by Iowa State RB Breece 

Hall in 2020.

STAT OF THE DAY

Ortega embraces lone setter role
After splitting time at setter last spring, Iowa sophomore Bailey Ortega

is playing every rotation for the Hawkeyes this fall.

Will Fineman
Sports Reporter

When all three of Iowa’s 
seniors opted out of the 
2021 spring season, vol-
leyball needed to fill ma-
jor holes in the Hawkeye 
lineup.

One was at setter — a 
position left behind by 

three-year starter Brie 
Orr.

Head volleyball coach 
Vicki Brown elected to 
tap then-freshman Bailey 
Ortega to start at setter, 
splitting time in a 6-2 
system with then-junior 
Courtney Buzzerio.

As a freshman, Ortega 
ended the season with a 

team-leading 387 assists 
and finished just shy of 
100 digs.

This season, Buzzerio 
has moved back to her pri-
mary position of outside 
hitter full time, and Or-
tega has stepped into the 
role of Iowa’s sole setter. 

“Obviously, growing 
up and being a Hawkeye 

fan, I’ve always wanted 
to do that,” Ortega said. 
“I have always looked up 
to Brie Orr, so being able 
to come in and take that 
role as a sophomore was 
a really big opportunity 
for me.”

Before the 2021 fall sea-
son started, Buzzerio an-
nounced she would return 

to her role as an outside 
hitter full time. 

Freshman setter Jenna 
Splitt, after redshirting 
the 2021 spring season, 
was ready to play for the 
Hawkeyes. And Brown 
hinted at continuing the 
6-2 system into the fall 

ORTEGA | Page 7A

Ben Palya
Sports Reporter

Throughout the Lisa Cellucci era for Iowa 
field hockey, the Hawkeyes’ defense has con-
sistently been its main strength.

Anchored by reigning Big Ten Player and 
Defensive Player of the Year Anthe Nijziel for 
the past two years, Iowa’s defense collected 
eight shutouts in the spring 2020-21 season, 
conceding just .78 goals per game on the way 
to its first Final Four since 2008.

To start the 2021 fall season, however, Io-
wa’s offense has been firing on all cylinders. 

The Hawkeyes have scored at least three 
goals in each of their four matches so far, in-
cluding five against No. 11 Wake Forest and 
three against No. 1 North Carolina to start 
the season at the ACC/Big Ten Challenge.

“It’s the same players, but we’ve just had 
to grow,” fifth-year senior midfielder Ellie 
Holley said. “To finally start having those 
connections with people putting it in the 
goal, it’s amazing.”

The Hawkeyes have found the back of the 
net 15 times throughout four games, with 
nine athletes posting a goal. 

Five Hawkeyes — Holley, fifth-year senior 
forward Maddy Murphy, senior midfielder 
Lokke Stribos and forward Ciara Smith, and 
junior midfielder Esme Gibson — have scored 
multiple goals. Stribos leads Iowa with three 
goals on the season.

Holley and Murphy lead the Hawkeyes with 
eight and seven points, respectively.

Iowa returned its entire roster for the fall 
2021 season, as all four spring 2021 seniors 
— Holley, Murphy, midfielder Nikki Freeman, 
and forward Emily Deuell — elected to use 
the NCAA’s extra year of eligibility for all 
2020-21 student-athletes.

After years of playing with each other, 
many of the Hawkeye forwards started to 
better understand their teammates’ flow of 
the game.

Murphy and Holley are in their fifth year 
of playing together as Hawkeyes, while Smith 
and Deuell have another year of contributing 
off the bench.

“Some of the passing combinations you 
don’t get unless you train with each other all 
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Soccer’s Walker an 
offensive boost 

Field hockey 
finds offensive 
chemistry
After the Hawkeyes strug-
gled to score in the spring, 
Iowa field hockey found its 
groove up front this fall.

Graduate transfer Alyssa Walker is tied for the Hawkeyes’ 
team lead with four goals in six games.

Jerod Ringwald /The Daily Iowan
Iowa setter Bailey Ortega jumps up after a win during a volleyball match between Iowa and Michigan State at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on March 27.

ESPN’s College GameDay 
headed to Ames for Cy-
Hawk game

ESPN’s College GameDay is 
covering the Cy-Hawk football 
game for the second time in three 
years.

The program announced Sat-
urday night that it is traveling 
to Ames for the Sept. 11 contest 
between the in-state rivals. Iowa 
defeated Indiana, 34-6, in Week 1, 
while Iowa State survived North-
ern Iowa’s upset bid with a 16-10 
victory.

The Hawkeyes have defeated 
the Cyclones in five straight meet-
ings. The two teams did not play 
last season because of the Big 
Ten’s conference-only schedule, 
which was enforced because of 
COVID-19. 

GameDay’s main stage will be 
located between the Sukup End 
Zone Club and Reiman Gardens 
on Iowa State’s campus. The show 
will start at 8 a.m.

 The 2021 Cy-Hawk game is sched-
uled to kick off at 3:30 p.m. on ABC.

Moss named Walter 
Camp Defensive Player 
of the Week

Iowa football’s Riley Moss has 
been named Walter Camp FBS Na-
tional Defensive Player of the Week, 
per a Sunday release. The senior 
defensive back’s performance in Io-
wa’s 34-6 win over Indiana Saturday 
helped him earn the honor from the 
Walter Camp Football Foundation.

Moss recorded two pick sixes 
in the Hawkeyes’ blowout victo-
ry over the Hoosiers. The 6-foot-1, 
194-pound Iowan is just the third 
Hawkeye to register two pick sixes 
in a single game.

Moss is the sixth Iowa football 
player to earn the Walter Camp FBS 
National Defensive Player of the 
Week award. 

Linebackers Chad Greenway and 
Josey Jewell, and defensive back 
Josh Jackson are among the notable 
Hawkeyes to win the award before 
Moss.

Moss has now produced eight 
career interceptions for 239 yards. 
The eight takeaways rank 19th in 
Iowa football history.

Moss’ three touchdowns jam him 
into a three-way tie for the Iowa 
football pick six record with Des-
mond King and Tom Knight.

Matt Belinson to appear 
on DI Scoreboard

This week on The Daily Iowan’s 
sports podcast, “The Scoreboard,” 
hosts Austin Hanson and Chris 
Werner will be joined by Iowa 
State Daily Sports Editor Matt Be-
linson to preview this weekend’s 
Cy-Hawk football game.

The crew will also be joined by DI 
Pregame Editor Robert Read and As-
sistant Sports Editor Chloe Peterson.

The group will break down all 
the key matchups, storylines, and 
tidbits ahead of the 2021 Iowa-Io-
wa State game, like the Cyclones 
and Hawkeyes’ running back bat-
tle between Tyler Goodson and 
Breece Hall. Iowa and Iowa State’s 
quarterbacks, tight ends, and de-
fenses will also be examined.

Episodes of “The Scoreboard” 
are released every Friday at 11 a.m. 
and can be streamed on dailyio-
wan.com or other popular podcast 
platforms like Apple Podcasts, 
Google Podcasts, and Spotify.

Daily Iowan  Pregame 
edition to hit news-
stands this Friday

In this week’s edition of Pre-
game, The Daily Iowan’s stand-
alone football issue, the DI’s foot-
ball staff previews this weekend’s 
Cy-Hawk football game.

Pregame Editor Robert Read 
will provide a comprehensive pre-
view of the game. Sports Editor 
Austin Hanson will power rank the 
Big Ten’s 14 teams and provide a 
look at the league’s 14-game Week 
2 slate. Assistant Sports Editor 
Chloe Peterson examines the 2021 
Cy-Hawk game’s marquee match-
ups. Sports Reporter Chris Werner 
will release the highlights of his 
one-on-one interview with Hawk-
eye fullback Monte Pottebaum.

Daily Iowan Pregame will be 
available on newsstands across 
the University of Iowa’s campus 
and around Iowa City on Friday. Isaac Goffin

Sports Reporter

When Iowa played Rich-
mond in 2017, Hawkeye 
graduate transfer Alyssa 
Walker was a sophomore 
on the Spiders’ roster.

Walker left the 5-1 Iowa 
win impressed with the 
Hawkeyes’ competitiveness 
and talented style of play.

Three years later, Walker 
entered the transfer portal 
after graduation, and Iowa 
head coach Dave DiIanni 
reached out to the former 
Spiders forward — one who 
led Richmond with 11 goals 
and 25 points in 2019.

After DiIanni explained 
how she could fit in the 

Hawkeyes’ style of play, 
Walker discovered Iowa 
had a master’s program 
that fit her interests — so-
cial work.

So, Walker decided to use 
her sixth year of eligibility 
with the Hawkeyes before 
she even stepped foot in 
Iowa City.

Walker received an ex-
tra season of eligibility 
because of an injury that 
forced her to miss the 
entire 2018 season. The 
NCAA gave all 2020-21 
student-athletes another 
season of eligibility be-
cause of COVID-19.

“I was really excited to 
be able to develop myself 
as a player and play with a 

higher level of a team and 
compete with higher lev-
el players,” Walker said. 
“Iowa just seemed to be 
the right fit to really get 
going and help me develop 
as a player.”

When the graduate 
transfer started practicing 
with the Hawkeyes in Au-
gust, her teammates wel-
comed her with open arms. 

“The moment she got 
here, it was like we’ve known 
her for years,” senior mid-
fielder Hailey Rydberg said. 
“She just has that conta-
gious, energetic personality. 
I mean she’s already friends 
with everyone on the team, 
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Casey Stone /The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Alyssa Walker attempts to score a goal during the Iowa Soccer game against Purdue-Fort Wayne on Sept. 2 at 
the Iowa Soccer Complex. Iowa defeated Purdue-Fort Wayne 5-0.
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Parker Jones
Arts Reporter

Premiering Sept. 10, 
Lucifer will make its last 
fiery debut as its sixth 
and final season releases 
on Netflix. 

The series follows the 
overworld crime-solving 
adventures of biblical 
figure and fallen angel 
Lucifer Morningstar, 
A.K.A. The Devil, after he 
becomes dissatisfied with 
his life in hell and moves 
to Los Angeles to open a 
nightclub. When he meets 
LAPD homicide detective 
Chloe Decker, he starts 

to realize that his soul 
might not be damned 
after all. 

Created by Tom Kapi-
nos, the Emmy-nominat-
ed show first premiered in 
2016 on Fox, but was can-
celed after only three sea-
sons. It was then picked 
up again by Netflix and 
saw much success on the 
streaming site. Lucifer’s 
fifth season was initially 
reported to be the last, 
yet was renewed in June 
2020 for a sixth and final 
season of ten episodes.

Season six will wrap up 
much of the show’s loose 
ends, including Lucifer’s 

“last night in Los Ange-
les,” as was teased in the 
trailer. It will see the re-
turn of Welsh actor Tom 
Ellis as the Devil himself, 
as well as his angelic twin 
brother Michael. Actress 
Lauren German, who also 
has a recurring role on 
Chicago Fire, will return 
as Chloe. 

Additional returning 
cast members include 
South African actress 
Lesley Ann-Brandt as 
the demon Mazikeen, 
Kevin Alejandro as Dan 
Espinoza, Chloe’s ex-hus-
band, and D.B. Woodside 
as Amenadiel, Lucifer’s 

brother, among others. 
After being left with a 

major cliffhanger in the 
season five finale, fans 
will no doubt be eager 
to see what lies in 
store for Lucifer’s 
final fervent sea-
son. 

THURSDAY 09.09

2B 80 HOURS

SATURDAY 09.11 

WEEKEND  EVENTS

•  DATA FIGURES // DANA POTTER, 3 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE, 229 N GILBERT 
STREET

THEATER

STREAMING HIGHLIGHT:  LUCIFER SEASON 6

OUR FOOD PICK:  INSOMNIA COOKIES
LUCIFER SEASO

N
 6

•  STEPHANIE CATLETT & DAN PADLEY, 5:30 P.M., WILSONS ORCHARD & FARM, 
4823 DINGLEBERRY ROAD

•  MELANCHOLY PLAY, 7:30 P.M., THE TREEHOUSE

ART

•  MELANCHOLY PLAY, 7:30 P.M., THE TREEHOUSE

THEATER

parker-jones@
uiowa.edu

FRIDAY 09.10

SUNDAY 09.12

MUSIC

•  THREADS & POWDERS, 1 P.M., THE ENGLERT, 221 E WASHINGTON STREET

• ROBERT DEITCH, 6:30 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE & DIVE, 211 IOWA AVENUE

MUSIC

•  RITMOCANO , 6:30 P.M.,  210 N LINN STREET
  

• THE FLAG PROJECT, 2 P.M.,  WESLEY CENTER
  

• SUNSET SALSA ON THE PED MALL, 6 P.M., PEDESTRIAN MALL, DUBUQUE 
STREET

DANCE

•  DOG PADDLE , 12 P.M.,  CITY PARK POOL, 200 E PARK ROAD
  

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Insomnia Cookies is seen on East Washington Street in Iowa City on Sept. 2.

•  MELANCHOLY PLAY, 7:30 P.M., THE TREEHOUSE, 327 S GILBERT STREET
THEATER

• THE FLAG PROJECT , 6 P.M., WESLEY CENTER, 120 N DUBUQUE STREET

THEATER
•  MELANCHOLY PLAY, 7:30 P.M., THE TREEHOUSE

ART

• SNEEZY, 8 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE & DIVE, 211 IOWA AVENUE
MUSIC

• MC AND THE MAGIC CARPET, 10 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE & DIVE

• STEP AFRIKA!, 7:30 P.M., HANCHER AUDITORIUM, 141 PARK ROAD

MISC

ASK THE  AUTHOR
Carl K laus

Carl H. Klaus is the founder of the Nonfiction Writing Program and a critically 
acclaimed essayist. His most notable works include Letters to Kate, Taking Re-
tirement, Weathering Winter and My Vegetable Love. His upcoming book, The 
Ninth Decade, explores life after turning 80 years old.

Jenna Post
Arts Editor

Scout Adams
Arts Reporter

What could possibly be said against a nice, warm cookie? Nothing at all, 
which is especially true in the case of Insomnia Cookies.

This new dessert attraction, opened in August of this year, is a welcome 
addition to Iowa City residents and University of Iowa students. Right next 
to the downtown Target, it’s close to most everything in the downtown area. 
From 1 p.m. until 1 a.m. on weekends — or 3 a.m. on weeknights — a college 
student can go get a treat from this shop, have it served with a smile, and eat 
it all in a matter of seconds. 

Even the store itself is bright and colorful. Insomnia serves cookies, cookie 
cakes, cookie ice cream sandwiches, and cookies a la mode, to name a few, and 
in a variety of flavors and combinations. The cakes are crumbly and covered 
in brownie bits, cookie bits, and cookie crust, and they hit the spot anytime a 
person might want a snack in the late-night hours. 

The cookies come in two different sizes, classic and deluxe, with some 
favorite flavors ranging from classic cinnamon bun and M&Ms, to deluxe 
chocolate peanut butter cup and s’mores. All of these are whole-hearted rec-
ommendations. 

Their ice cream choices vary day to day, but some stay the same, such as 
moose tracks, rocky road, and mint chocolate chip flavors. They also have 
sundaes and ice cream cookie sandwiches to purchase with your choice of 
cookies. 

Insomnia serves as the perfect walking-around snack for when a person is 
tired, delirious, or just plain old hangry. Overall, whatever dessert you might 
like, it can be found at Insomnia Cookies in Iowa City, and it’s always worth a 
stop inside for a snack and a smile.

scout-adams@uiowa.edu

Q: You’ve spoken a lot about a writing persona vs a writer’s true 
self. What advice would you give writers struggling to find their 
essayist voice? 

A: The struggle of essayists to find their voice is inherently at odds 
with the truth that we all have many sides, so a single unchanging perso-
na and prose style couldn’t really do justice to the complexity of our lives 
and ourselves. In other words, the more versatile we can be in our writ-
ing, the more likely we are to be true at least to some aspect of ourselves 
at any particular moment in our lives — sometimes serious, sometimes 
playful, sometimes formal, sometimes casual.

Q: You’ve written about things as simple as gardening and winter 
weather. What is it about common occurrences that inspires you?

A: The commonness of common occurrences doesn’t make them any 
less interesting or inspiring to me. Indeed, I am often moved by their 
intimate connection to my personal experience, the experience of many 
others, and thus their widespread significance.

Q: What’s it been like to see the nonfiction writing program grow 
over the years?

A: I have been awed by the notable success of the nonfiction writing pro-
gram in recent years, thanks especially to the long and devoted service of 
its former director, John D’Agata, as well as the gifted writers and students 
he brought to the program.

Q: What is something about you that might surprise readers?
A: People might be surprised to know that I once cared so little about 

reading and writing that in freshman English I was lucky to scrape by with 
a grade of C. In fact, I did not develop an interest in reading and writing 
literary nonfiction until many years later, until the latter years of my pro-
fessional career.  So, it might well be said that I was “a late bloomer.”

jenna-post@uiowa.edu
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Maddie Johnston
Arts Editor 

In fall 1946, Virgin-
ia Harper became one 
of the first non-white-
passing Black women to 
integrate a University 
of Iowa residence hall. 
Now, an image of her 
face appears alongside 
the faces of four other 
women in a room in Cur-
rier Residence Hall — a 
room that 75 years ago, 
she was excluded from.

Following her time at 
the UI, Harper went on 
to spend five decades 
working with the Fort 
Madison branch of the 
NAACP, eventually be-
coming president in 
1987 and serving until 
her death in 1997. She 
was the first Black wom-
an on the State Board 
of Public Instruction — 
where she spearheaded 
the move for multicul-
tural, nonsexist require-
ments in Iowa education 
— and the first Black 
woman appointed to the 
Iowa Board of Parole. 

UI student and Cur-
rier Resident Assistant 
Spencer Owen said when 
he first pitched the idea 
for a Virginia Harper 
memorial room in Cur-
rier Hall, university staff 
members said they liked 
the idea, but wanted to 
expand upon it. 

Owen’s original idea 
was to rename Curri-
er’s North Lounge after 
Harper, but University 
Housing and Dining offi-
cials decided it was best 
to move the project to 
a more central location 
in the over 100-year old 

building, and broaden 
the proposal to encom-
pass all five of the first 
non-white passing Black 
women to integrate the 
residence hall, known as 
the “Currier Five.” 

In mid-August this 
year, the Currier “Green 
Room,” a popular study 
spot and conference 
room near the residence 
hall’s lobby, became the 
Currier Five Room. 

The mural was creat-
ed by Dubuque-based 
artists Adam and Dawn 
Eikamp. What was once 
a long stretch of bare, 
pale green wall — hence 
the former name, “Green 
Room” — now displays 
the faces of Gwen Davis, 
Virginia Harper, Nancy 
Henry, Leanna Howard, 
and Esther Walls.

These portraits are 
contiguous to blurbs 
from archived articles 
and photographs doc-
umenting the Five’s 
achievements and gen-
eral history of Black stu-
dents at the UI. Overlay-
ing the mural reads, “It 
started with FIVE,” in 
bold letters.

The mural dives into 
the history and ac-
complishments of each 
woman. Walls went on 
to receive her B.A. in 
French, minored in ed-
ucation, and became the 
first Black woman at the 
university to be elected 
to the UI chapter of Phi 
Beta Kappa, the most 
prestigious undergradu-
ate honors organization 
in the U.S. 

Davis moved on to 
conduct research for 
NASA and worked as a 

science teacher for the 
New York City public 
school district. 

Howard joined the U.S. 
Air Force and earned 
the National Defense 
Service Medal and Good 
Conduct Medal. 

Henry advanced to 
study education in grad-
uate school, and taught 
at Southeast High 
School in Kansas City for 
44 years before retiring.

Owen said prior to the 
mural’s creation, men-
tions of the Currier Five 
were limited within the 

residence hall. Outside 
of his own independent 
research, what he knew 
about the Five came 
from a small portion of a 
historical gallery in Cur-
rier’s common area. 

Oddly enough, he not-
ed, the area held more 
space for the story of 
students doing laundry 
for the first time than it 
did the Currier Five.

“The university didn’t 
talk about the Currier 
Five a lot. Other than 
like occasional articles 
that pop up here and 
there, [conversations] 
are always student-led,” 
Owen said. “...It’s very 
important to have that 
contextualization in 
these buildings, because 
it is an act of disservice 
to not talk about them 
— which is kind of the 
approach the university 

took, whether that be in-
tentionally or uninten-
tionally.”

Owen recalled the 
various documents he 
found during his re-
search that showed the 
ways in which the Cur-
rier Five and other Black 
students were discrimi-
nated by the university, 
including a 1935 state-
ment from then-UI Dean 
of Men Robert Rienow 
stating that it would be 
“quite impossible to per-
mit Negro students to 
live in our Quadrangle,” 

because of a “very dis-
tinct social line.” 

Owen described UI 
housing as being “unoffi-
cially, but officially” seg-
regated until 1946. Black 
students were refused 
service and acknowledg-
ment at local restaurants 
and campus facilities, like 
the Iowa Memorial Union. 
Before integration, Black 
students were housed by 
Black Iowa City residents, 
as it was a legal and com-
mon occurrence for land-
lords to deny Black stu-
dents occupancy. 

Additionally, the uni-
versity’s chapter of the 
Black fraternity Kappa 
Alpha Psi — which still 
exists now — was out-
bid for a site for their 
chapter house by a local 
chapter of the KKK. 

Owen added that the 
integration of Currier 

Residence Hall in 1946 
was not a change done 
by white administrators, 
but one done by Black 
students and non-Black 
allies “pulling teeth and 
nails and getting the uni-
versity to do something.” 

“When the univer-
sity wasn’t providing 
for its students, they 
found they had to sup-
port themselves,” Owen 
said. “And we had stu-
dents who were actively 
harmed by the univer-
sity’s practices at the 
time. I mean, that same 
dialogue continues to 
come up now of minority 
students being active-
ly harmed by university 
practices. And even if 
things weren’t inten-
tional, there’s still harm 
that was done and harm 
that needs to be reme-
died, and why this is by 
no means a remedy — 
it’s keeping that conver-
sation going.”

Creators of the Cur-
rier Five mural, Dawn 
and Adam Eikamp, have 
considerable experience 
installing art in UI res-
idence halls. Since the 
beginning of their res-
idence hall-art expedi-
tion at Petersen Hall in 
2015, the two have gone 
on to create pieces for 
Catlett, Daum, and most 
recently, Burge and Cur-
rier.

Their recent mural in 
Burge showcases the bi-
ographies and faces of 
the UI’s first female ed-
ucators at the University 
of Iowa. They also cre-
ated the Elizabeth Cat-
lett mural on display in 
Catlett Hall, which takes 

viewers through the 
timeline of her life. Cat-
lett was the first African 
American and woman 
to graduate from the UI 
with a Master’s in Fine 
Arts. The Petersen mu-
ral, “Scholastic Truth,” 
is an abstract sculpture 
representing different 
influences of students 
through college life.

Adam Eikamp said 
while his wife takes 
on more of the design 
and big-picture side of 
things, he often drives 
the research angle of 
their assignments.

“I mean, when you 
dive into these projects 
you pretty much im-
merse yourself in it — 
you’re taking a full bath 
in the river when you’re 
diving into as much as 
you possibly can about 
them,” Adam said. “It 
gets a little intimidating. 
Overall, I think we did a 
pretty good job, but I am 
still nervous about a del-
icate conversation.”

Adam said the two 
tried to make the mural 
as factual and unbiased 
as possible. When piec-
ing together the mural, 
they elected to include 
the racist rhetoric used 
in the original newspa-
per clippings. 

“You can’t rewrite the 
history of the article, 
but is that appropriate 
to include in this mod-
ern zero?” Adam said. 
“And you include it be-
cause that’s what it was. 
It’s not right, but you 
gotta understand what 
those times were. Were 
those times right? Of 
course not.”

Von Stange, assis-
tant vice president for 
student life and senior 
director of Universi-
ty Housing and Dining, 
said the university has 
plans to incorporate 
more historically driven 
art in Hillcrest, Rienow, 
and Slater Residence 
Halls as they go through 
upcoming renovations. 

Stange said he hopes 
the Currier Five mural 
will help UI students un-
derstand who their flag 
bearers were, and the 
choices the Five made in 
order to be the first ones 
to live on campus. 

He added that he 
hopes the students view 
the mural with a sense of 
pride, and question why 
it didn’t come sooner. 

“I think that is a his-
tory that we want to be 
able to share, because 
that’s a history probably 
at the university that’s 
not readily acknowl-
edged and, frankly, from 
personal perspective, 
something that we’re 
not particularly proud of 
either,” Stange said.

madeline-johnston@uiowa.edu

Mural illuminates Currier Five
The new Currier Five Room mural showcases the first five Black women to integrate into a UI residence hall in 1946.

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
The new mural in the University of Iowa’s Currier Residence Hall is seen on Monday.

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
A section of the mural, commemorating the first Black students to integrate a University of Iowa residence hall, is seen on Monday.

When the university wasn’t providing for its 
students, they found they had to support themselves.”

— Spencer Owen, Currier Resident Assistant
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Student Spotlight: Sergeant to screenwriter
After two decades of service in the U.S.  Air Force, Bruce Bartlam is pursuing a career following his passion — storytelling.

Parker Jones
Arts Reporter

Undergraduate student 
Bruce Bartlam Jr. joined the 
U.S. Air Force only three 
months before Sept. 11, 
2001. Twenty years later, 
the 38-year-old has retired 
from service and decided 
to attend the University of 
Iowa to pursue his passion 
for storytelling. 

Originally from Savan-
nah, Georgia, Bartlam has 
always been interested 
in telling stories, and has 
written poetry, fiction, and 
short stories since a young 
age. After two decades in 
the Air Force, he is now 
working toward a degree in 
screenwriting and cinema, 

hoping to obtain a career 
in film and television.

”Twenty years ago, 
there wasn’t any war to 
serve in, the veteran not-
ed. Bartlam didn’t initially 
join the military for any 
one reason, but he heard 
occasional stories from 
both of his grandfathers 
who served in the Vietnam 
War: one in the Marines, 
the other an Army Ranger, 
which piqued his interest. 

“It was just a topic we 
spoke around in hushed 
tones,” Bartlam said. 
“There was this mystery 
box I wanted to open for 
sure.” 

Part of the reason 
Bartlam stayed in the Air 
Force for two decades — 

reaching the rank of Tech-
nical Sergeant — was the 
promise of traveling to 
places he might never get 
the chance to visit other-
wise. 

Bartlam lived in South 
Korea for two years, Aus-
tralia for nearly four, and 
Japan for nearly eight 
years. Bartlam said that 
whenever it came time 
to decide to reenlist, he 
would be handed another 
amazing location. 

Ultimately, the veteran 
cited the priceless lifelong 
connections he’s made as 
his biggest takeaway from 
his time in service. He 
noted that, although his 
experience serving isn’t 
universal, it did allow him 

to meet people from all 
different backgrounds, 
and that he is proud of the 
diversity the Air Force al-
ways pushed. 

After passing the 20-
year mark, Bartlam was 
ready to retire.  He said 
that, as much as he be-
came used to the life of 
travel and constant de-
ployments, it takes its toll 
on the personal relation-
ships of those who serve. 

“Life is short, and you 
can’t get that time back. 
At some point, you need 
to hang up the uniform 
and assimilate back into 
some normalcy,” Bartlam 
said. “I preferred entering 
the work force as soon as 
I could and developing 

some new skills.”
Bartlam decided to go 

back to school to pursue 
a professional route to his 
creative passions. Though 
he has no prior connec-
tions to Iowa, he was 
drawn to the UI because of 
its reputation for storytell-
ing. So far, his experience 
has surpassed his expec-
tations, Bartlam said, and 
he has been particularly 
impressed and inspired 
by fellow students, even 
if they are mostly much 
younger than him.  

Though he is passionate 
about storytelling in any 
medium, Bartlam is main-
ly focused on the world 
of film and television be-
cause of its collaborative 

and multi-faceted nature. 
He is also interested in 
playwriting, and has even 
considered submitting a 
manuscript for the Iowa 
Writer’s Workshop MFA 
creative writing program. 

“I do like working on my 
own sometimes, but I love 
the immediate feedback 
loop that exists around 
the camera with other cre-
atives,” Bartlam said. “I 
plan on collaborating in 
every sense of the word, 
and I’m looking forward to 
taking that journey.” 

Editor’s Note: Bruce 
Bartlam is a former DI re-
porter.

parker-jones@uiowa.edu

Contributed

http://hancher.uiowa.edu
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