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Dasia Taylor stitches together future
Inventing color-changing surgical sutures changed her high school career.

Now, the Iowa freshman is planning her next steps as a political science major.

Gabby Drees/The Daily Iowan
First-year student Dasia Taylor poses for a portrait at the University of Iowa on Aug. 27.

Marandah Mangra-Dutcher
News Reporter

To the world, Dasia Taylor is known for her 
groundbreaking invention of color-changing su-
tures, created when she was just in high school. 
Now, the Iowa City community also knows Tay-
lor as a promising University of Iowa first-year 
student studying political science.

“I count Iowa City as my hometown. I’ve 
lived here for six years,” Taylor said. “I have 
had a lot of opportunities here, but more im-
portantly, I have had a lot of growth.”

While Taylor’s research is important to her, 
she said her involvement in diversity, equity, 
and inclusion work spearheaded her decision 
to major in political science. 

Taylor said she also plans to go to law school 
after she finishes her undergraduate degree. 

“I know that the DEI work I have started 
in this community, I want to do on a great-
er scale,” she said. “...I plan on going to law 

school, and I am not completely sure what 
type of law I want to practice.”

Iowa City West High School honors chem-
istry teacher Carolyn Walling, Taylor’s men-
tor, said she’s helped Taylor with her research 
since Taylor was 16. Walling said she has one 
slight issue with how Taylor views herself.

“One of my pet peeves with her is that she 
keeps saying she is ‘not a science person,’” 
Walling said. 

In high school, Taylor researched and cre-
ated surgical sutures that, when introduced to 
infected skin, will change color due to the pH 
level of the affected area. 

Skin is naturally acidic with a pH around 
five. But when an area becomes infected, Tay-
lor said, the pH typically raises to around eight 
or nine, allowing for the color change.

“I don’t plan on stopping my research any-
time soon, unless I get to a point where I am 
like this is solid, it’s commercially viable, let’s 
do it,” Taylor said. 

Taylor said the diversity and equity work 
that she started -- and the research she is still 
doing -- was a major deciding factor when she 
chose to attend the UI.

“There is so much work that I had already 
started that I didn’t want to leave it in some-
one else’s lap,” she said.

Taylor said she has begun seeking a utility 
patent for her creation — a patent that covers 
the creation of a new or improved, and useful, 
product.

However, seeking a patent has been some-
what of a challenge for Taylor. She said she’s 
spent the better part of the last 18 months be-
coming well-versed in the approval process, 
which could take up to two years.

Walling said she believes Taylor will contin-
ue to succeed in her endeavors, regardless of 
what they are, because she’s very motivated 
and a hard worker. 

Professors retain pandemic 
teaching strategies 

After over a year of adjusting to online learning and teaching, 
faculty and staff are incorporating and retaining virtual

features as courses return in person.

Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
ASL Lecture and Program instructor Rebecca Clark poses for a photo outside of Phillips Hall on Aug. 23. 

Simone Garza 
News Reporter

After an academic year online, some Uni-
versity of Iowa professors are maintaining 
practices they learned during the pandemic as 
classes return in person. 

In spring 2020, students and faculty had to 
adapt to a hybrid and eventually all-virtual 
learning environment at the UI after class-
es were ordered to go online in the span of a 
week by the state Board of Regents. 

For the current semester, most classes are 
back to their pre-pandemic operations. Class-
es with more than 150 students enrolled, or 
classes offered through Distance and Online 
Education, are online. 

UI American Sign Language Program Direc-
tor Rebecca Clark said before the pandemic, 
the program would do in-class testing. She 
said she would show videos in class and have 
in-person discussions with students.

“If you responded very quickly, you were not 
able to progress until everybody was ready,” 
Clark said. “Or, if you needed more time to 
think about that video, you maybe would feel 
rushed.”

Clark said she has made modifications for 
exams. She said the new exam structure al-
lows her to test both the students’ receptive 
and expressive skills in American Sign Lan-
guage.

“Now that our testing is online, we use UI 
Capture to embed videos into the questions 
on the ICON quizzes,” she said. “What’s really 
beneficial about this is that students are able 
to watch questions asked in ASL and respond 
to questions in ASL by uploading a video re-
sponse.” 

Clark said students have had a better expe-
rience with the new exam techniques.

“This new kind of testing is student-paced,” 
she said. “They get to decide how many times 
they watch a video before answering the 

UI student 
governments 
maneuver 
regents’ rules
The University of Iowa’s stu-
dent governments said they 
feel like the rules are “stacked 
against” them when navigat-
ing COVID-19 incentivization 
and mitigation on campus. 

Sabine Martin 
News Editor

The University of Iowa strongly encourag-
es mask wearing and the COVID-19 vaccine, 
which is the most that the university can do 

with the state Board of Regents 
holding the gavel to mandate 
masks on campus.

Regents President Mike Rich-
ards lifted the state of emer-
gency for regent-governed uni-
versities on May 20, ending the 
requirement of masks for all 
faculty, staff, and students. 

Moala Bannavti, UI Graduate 
and Professional Student Government pres-
ident, said she thinks the UI is doing every-
thing it can do legally to mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19 among faculty and students, 
but as a UI leader, she has non-negotiables 
about the pandemic. 

“The question becomes, ‘If people’s lives 
are at risk, are we all going to just sit around 
and stop and stare at the law, or are we going 
to do something beyond that to save lives, 
even if it’s intermediately?’ Like I said, we all 
have to have a hill that we’re willing to die 
on,” Bannavti said. 

Bannavti said she has spoken every day to 
university personnel about COVID-19 to do 
everything she and her executive board can. 

“Somebody is going to have to lose, so let 
us all be on the right side of history when 
this is over and take the side of public safe-
ty,” she said. “We’ve seen time and time 
again, where things that were law and legal 
were not correct. And we, as a country, have 
rectified them.” 

The UI is the only Big Ten institution that 
does not require masks on campus. 

TAYLOR  | Page 2

RETURNING  | Page 5 STUDENT GOV | Page 2

I N S I D E

Hinson BBQ draws GOP 
stars

U.S. Rep Ashley Hinson, R-Iowa, 
is running for reelection in 2022. 
The first-term representative for 
Iowa’s 1st Congressional District 
announced her bid at a barbecue 
with high-profile GOP guests. 

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, said 
Iowa is key to Republicans win-
ning in the midterms. 

Page 3

Big Ten football is back
Week 1 of the 2021 college 

football season is here. DI Pre-
game Editor Robert Read and 
Sports Editor Austin Hanson pre-
view the Big Ten East and West 
divisions ahead of 2021-22 Week 
1 games.
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Sanders in Cedar Rapids
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., trav-

eled to Cedar Rapids to convince 
Iowans that the U.S. House’s $3.5 
trillion budget plan will benefit 
education, health care, and infra-
structure. 

The wide-ranging spending 
bill was passed by the House 
last week, and is expected to 
go through the Senate on a par-
ty-line vote.
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Medical marijuana dispen-
sary coming to Iowa City

A new Iowa City dispensary 
is opening this October, making 
it the sixth medical marijuana 
dispensary in the state. Aaron 
Boshart, the chief operating of-
ficer of Iowa Cannabis Co., says 
that this will give accessibility 
to local medical marijuana card-
holders.
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O N L I N E

Bannavti

Food Pantry at Iowa cel-
ebrates five years at new 
location

The pantry has grown over 
the past five years from serving 
fewer than a dozen students a 
week to a hundred students ev-
ery week. It has introduced an 
additional pantry on the west 
side of campus as well. 
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Walling said she attri-
butes Taylor’s success to 
her unique project idea 
and communication skills.

 “She was able to ex-
plain it to anyone,” Wall-
ing said. “She could ex-
plain it to a five-year-old 

and to a Ph.D. scientist. 
She is just so gifted in that 
way.”
Award season and media 

attention

Since her project de-
buted for the first time, 
Taylor was a guest on The 
Ellen DeGeneres Show 
where she received a tro-
phy from DeGeneres to 
acknowledge the “world 
changing” work she’s ac-
complished in May. 

Taylor, however, said 

those who have helped her 
since the beginning are 
part of her success.  

“My mom and my grand-

parents have for sure been 
holding me down during 
this process,” she said. 
“When Ellen contacted 
me, or her team rather, I 
specifically requested that 
they fly out my mom and 
my grandparents.”

Despite the media at-
tention Taylor has re-
ceived, she said it has not 
changed her goal. 

“I don’t think the me-
dia has changed me in any 
way,” she said. “It just en-
hances the knowledge that 

I exist and my research 
exists, and it gives people 
hope.”

Walling said Taylor has 
inspired many with the 
attention that the sutures 
have received. 

“For her it’s been a cool 
thing, because she has 
met so many interesting 
people and she has also 
inspired so many people,” 

Walling said.
Taylor said her story has 

been shared internationally 
and has reached thousands 

of people, some of which 
have expressed to her their 
thoughts and feelings. 

“I still get fan mail to 
this day. People send me 
things from all over the 
world,” she said. “...I re-
member a particular day 
that an international 
school in Luxembourg [...] 
sent me fourth and fifth 
grade class letters that are 
actually at home safe.” 

In February, Taylor said 
she got an Instagram noti-
fication that someone had 
tagged her in a post.

“It was an artist that is 
based in New York City,” 
she said. “They drew me as 
a part of their Black Histo-
ry Month spread.”

The artist, Jerlyn O’Don-
nell, @commuteartist on 
Instagram, drew Taylor to 
spread the word about her 
and other people of color.

“When I saw Dasia … 
I was like, ‘More peo-
ple need to know her,’” 
O’Donnell said.

Since posting about 
Taylor, O’Donnell has 
self-published multiple 
books, one of which in-
cludes more art of Taylor 
in order to make O’Don-

nell’s personal goal more 
attainable. 

“I eventually want to 
make a world where peo-
ple don’t have to look 
for people that look like 
them,” O’Donnell said.

Taylor said the main 
benefit coming from the 
media attention and fan 
mail is the ability to see 
how she is positively af-
fecting the world.

“Actually, having that 
experience of like, ‘Hey, 
I’m actually making a dif-
ference in the world’ has 
been even greater, and 
that has been reflected in 
some of the things people 
have sent me,” Taylor said. 

marandah-mangra-dutcher@
uiowa.edu

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
Herky takes time out to pose for a picture with the University of Iowa gymnastics team on Aug. 29. Herky was making the rounds at the UI Student-Athletes 
Kickoff at Grants Field.

HELLO, HERKY

Hans & Barbara Breder
Memorial Celebration Announcement
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Undergraduate Student 
Government President Re-
gan Smock said it has been 
a frustrating time to work 
within the rules. The UI 
has not been able to col-
lect information on which 
students are vaccinated, 
she said. 

“It felt like playing with-
in a game where it was 
completely stacked against 
you,” Smock said. “But it’s 
been kind of honestly, like, 
a great learning experi-

ence for me to be able to 
think outside of that, and 
how we can still do stuff.” 

Smock said the UI’s stu-
dent governments plan 
to announce a COVID-19 
vaccination incentivization 
program for students to win 
prizes like Apple products, 
a tour of Kinnick Stadium, 
dinner with UI President 
Barbara Wilson, meditation 
app subscriptions, and pri-
vate yoga lessons. 

“I think something else, 
and one of the almost 
hardest things to work 
with, is just not being able 
to collect any informa-

tion about vaccine status,” 
Smock said. “Because if 
students are, like, 90 per-
cent vaccinated, we don’t 
know that, and it’d be a 
very different situation.” 

GPSG Vice President 
Walt Wang said a lot of the 
graduate and professional 
students that he has talked 
to are “very disappointed 
right now.” 

He said after going to 
the UI’s Campaign to Or-
ganize Graduate Student 
union’s meeting last week, 
COGS members said they 
feel that there has been a 
breach of their contract 

and safe employment. 
“The fact that they hap-

pen to feel that way indi-
cates a problem because 
students aren’t supposed 
to feel that their workplace 
will pose a danger,” Wang 
said. 

Smock said while she 
thinks the general popu-
lation of Iowa City would 
opt for a UI mask mandate 
against the regents’ or-
ders, the UI administration 
has done the most it can 
right now. 

“We’ve been able to 
speak with President Wil-
son so many times about 

it,” Smock said. “I really 
do think she’s doing an 
amazing job with what 
she’s handling, especial-
ly [in] her first year and 
[navigating] a very differ-
ent political climate than 
her last state. It’s a tough 
thing, and honestly, hav-
ing that door be so open 
has been really nice.”

 sabine-martin@uiowa.edu 
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Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
The University of Iowa Undergraduate Student Government office front is seen on Jan. 26. 

Cole Krutzfield/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City West senior Dasia Taylor poses for a portrait on Jan. 29. Taylor was recognized as a finalist for the Regeneron Science Talent Search in January.
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Continued from Front
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Hinson BBQ draws GOP stars
Hinson, a first-term representative for Iowa’s 1st Congressional District, announced her bid for reelection at a 

barbecue with high-profile GOP guests. 

Natalie Dunlap
Politics Editor

U.S. Rep Ashley Hinson, 
R-Iowa, is running for re-
election in 2022.

The House freshman 
made her announcement 
during a barbecue at the 
Linn County Fairgrounds 
on Saturday.

Hinson, a former jour-
nalist, said one the rea-
sons she ran for Congress 
was to tell Iowans’ stories 
in Washington.

“I’m a mom who drives 
a minivan,” she said. “I 
bring a little Iowa common 
sense to Washington D.C. 
and that was my role.”

Hinson unseated for-
mer Congresswoman and 
current Senate candidate 
Abby Finkenauer in the 
2020 election, and she is 
facing a challenge from 
another former KCRG 
journalist, State Sen. Liz 
Mathis, D-Hiawatha.

A lineup of Republicans 
took the stage to show 
Hinson support and em-
phasize the importance of 
winning back the House 
and Senate in 2022 — in-
cluding U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, 
R-Texas. At the barbecue, 
Cruz said the road to 2022 
comes through Iowa.

“Together, we’re going 
to reelect Ashley Hinson 
to Congress. Together, 
we’re going to send four 
Republican Congressmen 

and women from Iowa,” 
Cruz said. “Together, we’re 
going to retire Nancy Pe-
losi. Together, we’re going 
to retire Chuck Schumer.”

Iowa currently has one 
Democratic member of 
Congress, U.S. Rep. Cindy 
Axne.

Cruz, a former Repub-
lican presidential candi-
date, won the 2016 Re-
publican Iowa caucuses. 
Former President Donald 
Trump accused Cruz of 
stealing the win from him 
in response, and Cruz lat-
er went on to help Trump 
challenge the legitimacy 
of President Joe Biden’s 
2020 win.

Cruz is among several 
national figures and poten-
tial 2024 Republican pres-
idential candidates to visit 
Iowa this summer. Former 
Vice President Mike Pence, 
former Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, and South 
Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem 
both spoke alongside 
Gov. Kim Reynolds in Des 
Moines at a conference 
hosted by Christian con-
servative lobbyist group, 
The FAMiLY Leader.

Hinson also received 
support from other Re-
publicans in the Iowa del-
egation, including Repub-
lican Chair Jeff Kaufmann, 
Chair of the Republican 
National Committee Ron-
na McDaniel, and Reyn-
olds.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, said defeating 
policies on the left “is the 
most important thing we 
have to worry about.”

While supporting Hin-
son’s reelection cam-
paign, Grassley has not 
announced if he will be on 
the ballot in 2022. Grass-
ley has been in the U.S. 
Senate since 1981 and in 

public office for more than 
60 years.

The speakers also cri-
tiqued Biden for the way 
he has withdrawn from 
Afghanistan.

Rep. Mariannette Mill-
er-Meeks, R-Iowa, who 
is a veteran, said the last 
few weeks have been a 
travesty, and that she is 
outraged. Miller-Meeks 

called on Biden to resign 
in a tweet after a suicide 
bomb outside an airport 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, 
that killed 13 U.S. service 
members and at least 169 
Afghans.

Hinson played the na-
tional anthem on the vio-
lin to honor the victims of 
the bombing.

“Did they have a plan?” 

Hinson asked the crowd, 
referring to Biden and 
House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi, D-California. “They 
did not have a plan, and 
now we’ve lost American 
lives. We’ve put our safety 
and security at risk both 
here at home and overseas. 
And on the global stage.”

natalie-dunlap@uiowa.edu

NATIONAL POLITICS

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson, R-Iowa, (left) and U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, address a crowd on Aug. 28 at Ashley Hinson’s BBQ Bash at the Linn County Fairgrounds. 

Sanders visits CR in budget push
The senator from Vermont said Iowans’ education, health care, and infrastructure will benefit from the budget bill. 

Lauren White
Politics Reporter

Only five days after the 
U.S. House approved a 
$3.5 trillion budget plan, 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
traveled to Cedar Rapids to 
sell Iowans on the bill and 
garner support for his leg-
islative priorities. 

Sunday’s event was the 
second and final stop in his 

weekend tour to two Re-
publican-led states. On Fri-
day, the independent held a 
similar event in Indiana. 

Sanders equated this 
event to a “very unusu-
al budget hearing,” as he 
explained the aspects of 
the legislation. The bud-
get priorities will benefit 
Iowans’ healthcare, infra-
structure, child care ser-
vices, education, climate, 

and businesses, he said. 
Former President Don-

ald Trump carried Iowa in 
2016 and 2020, and with 
the 2022 midterm elec-
tions lurking a little over a 
year away, Sanders said the 
Democratic party needs to 
appeal to rural Americans 
and Iowans in red states by 
delivering legislation that 
matters to them. 

“This is the most conse-

quential piece of legisla-
tion for working families 
in the modern history of 
this country, and I am just 
disturbed that a lot of peo-
ple don’t know what’s in 
it,” the senator said. 

The House approved the 
budget plan along party 
lines with a vote of 220-
212 on Aug. 25. This plan 
allows Democrats to fast-
track legislation through 

reconciliation. 
With the implementa-

tion of this bill, Sanders 
said that the U.S. is on 
its way toward a major 
and massive econom-
ic recovery following the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

In an interview with 
The Daily Iowan before the 
event, Sanders said that 
young people in Iowa can 
benefit from the pack-
age, specifically through 
the Civilian Climate Bill, 
where students can get 
student loans paid off or 
schooling paid for by aid-
ing the US government in 
climate change solutions. 

“I think young people 
are extremely concerned 
about climate change, we 
are going to give them the 
opportunities to earn good 
wages and get educational 
benefits by helping us ad-
dress the climate crisis,” 
Sanders said. 

The infrastructure bill 
includes two years of free 
community college along 
with increased Pell Grants. 
Those credits will be trans-
ferable to public four-year 
universities. 

Natalie Tapscott, a Uni-
versity of Iowa sophomore 
studying political science, 
environmental science, 
and economics, said young 
people are going to be ex-
tremely important in the 

2022 midterm elections in 
energizing the races and 
amplifying local issues. 

“Studying [environmen-
tal science] really helps 
me understand and break 
down portions of legisla-
tion that are important to 
me,” Taspcott said. 

Personally, Tapscott 
said issues such as water 
quality are important ru-
ral concerns in Iowa that 
young people can bring 
attention to.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, took to Twitter to 
voice his complaints about 
the budget proposal. He 
said that he proposed an 
amendment where Con-
gress can’t change state 
and local tax deductions to 
avoid benefiting million-
aires. 

Sanders said it is the job 
of the people of Iowa to 
inform their congressional 
delegation on what they 
think is right. 

“These are tough times,” 
Sanders said. “But I’m here 
today, in Iowa, to tell you 
that I am absolutely con-
vinced that if we as Amer-
icans have the courage and 
determination to stand up 
in the fight for Justice … we 
can not only address the 
awful problems but we can 
move our country forward.” 

lauren-white@uiowa.edu

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt.,  speaks at a town hall at Newbo City Market Bankers Trust Stage in Cedar Rapids on Aug. 29. Sanders addressed child care, climate 
change, coronavirus, and the $3.5 trillion Democratic budget plan, among other talking points.

http://hillsbank.com/ui-student
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COLUMN

From a military perspective: the Kabul bombing
Dylan Hood
Opinions Columnist

It was 4:30 a.m., and I 
was one of 50 soldiers in 
the bunker. I was sleeping 
peacefully in my metal 
shipping container when 
suddenly, incoming mis-
sile sirens went off. It was 
reminiscent of an incom-
ing nuclear attack as peo-
ple scrambled through 
the pavement to seek 
shelter. Young soldiers all 
around me were staring 
up at the red and orange 
sky, trying to see if they 
could spot the rocket that 
could make our stay in 
the country very short. 

As I sprinted around 
the 20 by 20 feet bunker 
made of concrete and re-
bar, desperately trying to 
gain accountability for 
my soldiers, upper levels 
of command called every 
connection they had made 
on base to try and find the 
source of the alarm. 

We sat in suspense be-
cause the two possible 
outcomes were either 
death or the ability to 
go back to sleep for two 
more hours. Hours after 
the detection of the mis-
sile launch, we learned 
that the alarms were 
caused by Iran launching 
an underground ballistic 
missile at a mock aircraft 
carrier in the Strait of 
Hormuz.

At the time, I was serv-
ing as a team leader in my 
company for our 2020 to 
2021 deployment in Qa-
tar for the Iowa National 
Guard. While this was my 
first time in a leadership 
role, it was not my first 
deployment; I was de-
ployed during 2015-2016 
with the Virginia Nation-
al Guard. My experience 
when I was first forward 
deployed, while vast-
ly different because of 
COVID-19, prepared me 
for the rigors of leader-
ship in a stressful and un-
known environment.

So when I heard about 
the recent Kabul bomb-
ing — where at least 13 
U.S. service members 
and 170 afghan civilians 
were killed — I was livid. 
Everyone in the military 
understands that there 
is an implied risk when 

they join. However, the 
sting of combat casual-
ties is vastly worse when 
it seems that the deaths 
of service members are 
unnecessary.

To be fair, the war in 
Afghanistan has been in 
contention and unwinna-
ble for years. Any logically 
thinking service member 
knows that this is a mod-
ern-day Vietnam, and we 
cannot win this war. 

As a member of the 
University of Iowa vet-
eran student body, this 
withdrawal from the 
country not only hurts 
from a military stand-
point, but also from a 
point of compassion for 
the loss of life that didn’t 
need to happen. We as 
Iowa students embody 
the ideals of compassion, 
humility, responsibility, 
and humanitarianism. 
Watching the acts unfold 
stings as this execution 
of this plan goes against 
every one of those values.

After being indoctri-
nated into the military, 
we are always taught to 
have a PACE plan, which 
stands for Primary, Al-
ternate, Contingency and 
Emergency. This plan can 
be applied to plans, com-
munications, etc. The 
rapid deterioration of 
the state of Afghanistan 
makes it clear that only 
one plan was developed. 
With a hardline approach 
that we have adopted to 
this issue, it’s not surpris-
ing that this happened. 

The rapid evacuation of 
diplomats, refugees, ser-
vice members, and Amer-
ican citizens centralized 
out of the Kabul airport, 
created a hotbed for this 
kind of terrorist activity. 
In addition to our severe-
ly depleted numbers of 
troops in the country, the 
Taliban’s control of the 
entire country and set up 
to conduct their own of-
fensive operations leaves 
very little ability to safely 
and effectively conduct 
an effective evacuation.

As we see the mas-
sive loss of life in one of 
the deadliest days in the 
war’s history, we need to 
stop and reflect on what 
our legacy has been over 
the past 20 years. Did 

we make a difference in 
Afghanistan? What did 
all the money spent and 
lives lost mean in the 
grand scheme of things? 
As I look back at my two 
tours overseas, it’s hard 
for me to see purpose in 
my years abroad.

To be clear, I was not 
in Afghanistan or Iraq, 
so I can only speak for 
what I have done and not 
what the brave men and 
women who fought in 
combat there have done. 
My deployment history 
includes two tours of 10 
months each to Qatar – 
more or less one of the 
safest deployments one 
could have. 

However, I still sup-
ported Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, which is the 
military operation that 
encompassed the war in 
Afghanistan. My deploy-
ments include guarding a 
base through entry con-
trol points and maintain-
ing overall base security. 
On any given day, we were 
outside for 8 hours at a 
time in 110-degree heat 
scanning ID cards, search-
ing vehicles for improvised 
explosive devices and 
weapons, and validating 
overall base access. Ad-
ditional duties included 
running guard towers and 
roving patrols around the 
exterior of the base.

I spent hours upon 
hours sweating in the 
sun, thousands of miles 
away from my family and 
loved ones, for what now 
seems like no reason. As 
I watch how the entire 
conflict is wrapping up, 
I almost feel numb. I set 
myself back years in my 
education for what seems 
to be an arbitrary reason. 

I had friends from ba-
sic training who lost 
their lives in combat 
zones fighting an enemy 
that we could never tru-
ly beat. Soldiers, Sailors, 
Marines, and Airmen all 
return home from de-
ployments with unimag-
inable amounts of post 
traumatic stress disorder 
from their operations. For 
what reason?

We all knew that the 
war in Afghanistan had 
to end at some point. We 
had a feeling that once 

we left the country, the 
Taliban would come back 
in and take control of 
the country based on the 

continued presence of the 
group. The best we could 
do was help build infra-
structure, use our money, 
force, and influence be-
fore we left. I do believe 
that we did our best. We 
as service members gave 
everything we could to 
shape a prosperous future 
for Afghanistan.

Whether we like it or 
not, the war is very close 
to being over. It’s im-
possible to say wheth-
er we left the country a 
better place than where 
we found it. Though the 
Taliban says that it will 
attempt to be a legitimate 
government recognized 
on the world stage, it’s 

very difficult to take them 
at their word while wom-
en and children are beat-
en and killed, ripped away 

from schools and employ-
ment, and an oppressive 
legal system is in place.

Those who were found 
to be working with or al-
lowing haven for the U.S. 
troops are facing reprisals 
across the country in the 
form of public executions 
and beatings.

At this point, the situa-
tion in Afghanistan is very 
difficult to rectify from 
a militarist perspective. 
The way we are leaving, 
from abandoning equip-
ment and bases behind 
to moving our evacuation 
center, has strengthened 
the Taliban’s growing in-
fluence over the country. 
It appears that an inva-

sion akin to October 2001 
would be necessary to 
take back what the Tali-
ban controls. 

The deaths of the U.S. 
Marines and others was 
an illumination of the 
limitations civilian over-
sight places on military 
operations. Top military 
advisors need to have 
the autonomy to plan 
and execute the evacua-
tion. They have the ex-
perience, know the the-
atre better than anyone, 
and have the expertise 
to safely and effective-
ly complete the mission. 
We need to do better for 
those Marines and for 
everyone who lost their 
lives in Afghanistan as a 
result of this war.

dylan-hood@uiowa.edu

Handout/U.S. Air Force via USA TODAY NETWORK
Aug 15, 2021; Kabul, Afghanistan; A U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster III safely transported approximately 640 Afghan 
citizens from Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan.

THE DOCTOR IS IN

Staying safe in the sun all year-round
Although the summer 

days are drawing to a close, 
our concern for sun safety 
and protection shouldn’t 
end. Skin cancer is one of 
the most common cancers 
in the U.S. In fact, one in five 
Americans will develop skin 
cancer in their lifetime, and 
almost 9,500 people in the 
U.S are diagnosed with skin 
cancer every day. Sunburns 
at a young age can increase 
the odds of developing skin 
cancers, like melanoma, lat-
er in life.  Skin cancer can 
affect anyone, regardless of 
age or race. 

 Sunscreen not only pre-
vents sunburns, but it also 
helps to prevent early skin 
aging and the development 
of skin cancer. It may come 
as a surprise to many, but it 
is recommended that any-
time you are planning to be 
outside, you should apply 
sunscreen before heading 
out the door. 

The sun emits ultraviolet  
rays, even on cloudy days, 
that can affect the skin. 

According to the American 
Academy of Dermatology, 
some of the general recom-
mendations to look for in 
a sunscreen is that it pro-
vides:
• broad-spectrum pro-

tection against UVA 
and UVB rays

• water resistance
• sun protection factor 

30 or higher. 
You’re probably won-

dering, what is SPF? SPF 
is a measure of how well 
the sunscreen protects 
skin against sunburn. 
Despite how this sounds, 
a higher SPF sunscreen 
does not necessarily 
equal better. The more 
important factor is cov-
erage of the sunscreen on 
all sun exposed surfaces. 

It’s also important to 
apply the correct amount 
to provide the best protec-
tion. Most individuals use 
less than the recommend-
ed amount advised. Adults 
typically need about one 
ounce to cover their body, 

reapplied approximately 
every two hours and after 
sweating or swimming. 

 It’s important not to rely 
on sunscreens alone to pro-
tect your skin. In fact, no 
single method of sun de-
fense can perfectly protect 
you. Sunscreen coupled with 
sun-protective clothing can 
be an effective way to give 
your skin some extra protec-
tion. 

Some fabrics are rated for 
their UV protection factor 
that ensures an extra lev-
el of reassurance. Simple 
guidelines to follow when 
choosing clothing include 
wearing darker-colored 
fabrics and densely woven 
fabrics. This will offer more 
protection compared to 
sheer clothing. 

For example, a regular 
plain white T-shirt has a SPF 
of approximately 7, whereas 
a long-sleeved denim shirt 
provides a SPF of 1700. 
In addition, wearing sun-
glasses with UV protection, 
wide-brimmed hats, and 

shoes that cover your feet 
are simple decisions, yet 
effective strategies to lim-
it your sun exposure. The 
bottom line: the more you 
cover, the better. 

 Some additional tips to 
keep in mind when think-

ing about your skin health: 
avoid tanning beds as this is 
a risk factor for developing 
skin cancer. Monitor your 
skin regularly for changes. 
If you ever notice spots of 
concern or have questions 
about your skin health, talk 

with your local dermatolo-
gist or healthcare provider.

-Pavane L. Gorrepati, fourth 
year medical student at the 
University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine

The tragedy of the bombing in Kabul makes one thing clear — America needs to do better. 
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Puzzle solutions on page 2

   

No. 0726

Across

Down

 1 With 68-Across, what the trio in this puzzle’s
  clues is trying to promote
 5 Enthusiasts
 9 Cries of pain
14 Fencing blade
15 Israeli airline
16 Bothered, as one’s conscience
17 Tax IDs
18 Past the deadline
19 Full of gristle, say
20 The first member of the trio said he’d …
23 Like a ship on an ocean floor
24 The “I” of FWIW
25 Lead-in to gender
28 Ability to keep one’s balance on a ship
31 Companion of Frodo in “The Lord of the
  Rings”
34 Move stealthily
36 Sorta

37 T. rex, e.g.
38 The second member of the trio said he’d …
42 What sleeves hold
43 Witch
44 Make giggle, say
45 Org. that funds PBS
46 “Way to go!”
49 Lines on an urban map: Abbr.
50 Rock’s ___ Fighters
51 First group with a #1 Billboard hit, 
 alphabetically
53 The third member of the trio said she’d …
60 What a bouquet emits
61 Rational
62 ___ Devers, three-time Olympic track gold 
 medalist
63 Attired like Batman or Superman
64 ___ and sciences
65 The Bruins of the N.C.A.A.

66 Chasm
67 Thomas Hardy’s “___ of the D’Urbervilles”
68 See 1-Across

 1 Jokey comment
 2 Lhasa ___ (dog)
 3 Greek philosopher known for paradoxes
 4 Twists of lemon or lime
 5 Catlike
 6 Home of 17 of the 20 highest peaks in the U.S.
 7 Post-W.W. II alliance
 8 Whole lot
 9 Leisure boats
10 Community spirit
11 Unwelcome look
12 One of 16 in a chess set
13 Pigpen
21 Coverings on ears of corn
22 When to stargaze
25 Network for watching Congress
26 Accustom
27 2014 film starring David Oyelowo as Martin
  Luther King Jr.
29 Feudal sovereign
30 Serpentine letter
31 Nasal cavity
32 Emotional turmoil
33 Leader of the Israelites across the Red Sea
35 Lou Gehrig’s disease, for short
37 Faint, as light
39 State sch. southeast of Columbus
40 Apple computer, for short
41 Torah teacher
46 Wanderers
47 Short excursions
48 Focus single-mindedly on something
50 Risky things for a car to run on
52 Cattle breed
53 Dull-colored
54 Fibrous
55 Exam for many a 10th grader, for short
56 Naked
57 Apiece
58 Large grain container
59 Common side dish at a barbecue
60 Signature Obama legislation, for short

questions. We find that 
students take more de-
tailed notes because they 
are not aware of the ques-
tions that will be asked 
regarding the video’s 
content.” 

Associate Professor of 
Art History Björn Ander-
son said there have been 

two changes in his teach-
ing since the pandemic 
started. 

“Teaching on Zoom, 
I quickly realized that 
class participation was an 
equity issue. Not every-
body could afford a good 
computer or high-speed, 
stable internet,” he said. 
“Strict requirements like, 
‘You must have your cam-
era on at all times,’ were 

not feasible for a lot of 
students. Now, I’m much 
more mindful of equity 
issues in course planning 
and delivery, which was a 
good takeaway.”

Cornelia Lang, asso-
ciate dean for under-
graduate education and 
professor of physics and 
astronomy, said she sent 
out a student experience 
survey in fall 2020 for 

students to reflect on 
their experience with on-
line learning. 

When asked if in-
structors in courses 
were mindful of addi-
tional challenges stu-
dents were facing due 
to the pandemic, 30 per-
cent of participants said 
“sometimes,” followed 
by 25 percent, who said 
“rarely.”

Anderson said mental 
health during the virtual 
period became a serious 
matter for students and 
staff. He said, during the 
first year of the pandem-
ic, there was an inspiring 
community in his smaller 
classes, with a lot of stu-
dent-to-student compas-
sion.

“So many of us had a 
rough year,” Anderson 

said. “I think it really nor-
malized some conversa-
tions about mental health 
and disabilities. I found 
students were more will-
ing to talk openly about 
how they were doing, and 
they did a great job sup-
porting each other with 
kind words and positive 
comments in chat.”

lucerza-garza@uiowa.edu

RETURNING
Continued from Front

Medical marijuana dispensary 
rolling in to Iowa City

A new dispensary in Iowa City, from Iowa Cannabis Company, will be the sixth medical cannabis dispensary in Iowa.

Meg Doster
News Reporter

The Iowa Cannabis 
Company is opening a 
new medical marijuana 
dispensary in Iowa City, 
the sixth medical canna-
bidiol dispensary in the 
state.

“The city offered a let-
ter of support for their 
state license application,” 
Iowa City City Manager 
Geoff Fruin wrote in an 
email to The Daily Iowan. 
“We absolutely welcome 
them into our community 
and hope their offerings 
will help many in need.” 

As of July, there are 
6,491 medical marijuana 
cardholders in Iowa- 185 
of those live in Johnson 
County. More than 2,000 
people signed up for the 
program in the past year.

The dispensary is under 
construction on 322 Hwy 
1 W, in Iowa City, and 
plans to open on Oct. 1. 
The store will be the Iowa 
Cannabis Company’s sec-
ond location, the first be-
ing in Cedar Rapids.

Iowa Cannabis Compa-
ny offers THC capsules, 
tinctures, and vapes at 
varying potency levels.

Iowa’s Medical Can-
nabidiol Program start-
ed in 2014 and allowed 
patients and caretakers 
access to medical can-
nabidiol if the patients 
were diagnosed with 
certain conditions, the 
most common of which is 
chronic pain.

In 2020, the Iowa Leg-
islature changed the way 
the program is regulated, 
allowing for more potent 
products to be sold in 
medical dispensaries. 

Aaron Boshart, the 
chief compliance officer 

for Iowa Cannabis Co., 
said Iowa City is one of 
the most underserved ar-
eas in the state because 
cardholders in Iowa City 

would either have to 
travel to the dispensaries 
in Davenport or Warren 
County to get medical 
cannabinoid or go with-
out.

“Providing access to a 

local dispensary is abso-
lutely critical to provid-
ing access to the [medical 
cannabidiol] program,” 
Boshart said.

The application pro-
cess to get a medical 
marijuana card costs 
about $200, according to 
the Iowa Department of 
Public Health. The de-
partment oversees doling 
out the cards and allows 
applicants reduced fees if 
they qualify. 

“Any restrictions on ac-
cess to cannabis is going 
to prevent people who 
need the cannabis reme-
dies and cannabis as for 
medical use,” Boshart 
said. “Certainly, the bar-

rier to getting a card is 
very expensive in the 
state of Iowa.”

In Iowa, where recre-
ational marijuana is ille-
gal, the average price for 
a vapor pen at one of the 
medical dispensaries is 
$65. In Michigan, where 
recreational marijuana is 
legal, the price for a mar-
ijuana vapor pen can be 
as low as $15.

“We are excited to 
provide a full selection 
of cannabis products in-
cluding THC vape car-
tridges,” Iowa Cannabis 
Co. said in a statement 
about its opening.

meg-doster@uiowa.edu

Any restrictions on access to cannabis 
is going to prevent people who need the cannabis 
remedies and cannabis as for medical use.

— Aaron Boshart, chief compliance officer for Iowa Cannabis Co.

Jeff Sigmund/Photojournalist
 New location of Iowa Cannabis Company’s new dispensary on Aug. 24. The dispensary will be located at 332 Hwy 1.
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Hawkeye field hockey secured their first victory over the Tar Heels since 2008.

Ben Playa
Sports Reporter

Iowa field hockey’s 
Grant Field was packed to 
the brim on Sunday morn-
ing as the No. 3 Hawkeyes 
took on No. 1 North Car-
olina in a rematch of the 
NCAA Final Four.

With 814 supporters 
at the final match of the 
Big Ten/ACC Challenge in 
Iowa City, the Hawkeyes 
were ready to put on a 
show with a 3-1 victo-
ry over the defending 
national champion Tar 
Heels — Iowa’s first vic-
tory over North Carolina 
since 2008.

“It was cool, I’ve never 

played in front of a crowd 
like that before,” senior 
goalkeeper Grace Mc-
Guire said. “It was really 
fun. I hope everyone en-
joyed it and got to know 
a bit about field hockey.”

Iowa got off to a strong 
start in the first quar-
ter behind the raucous 
Grant Field crowd. The 
Hawkeyes outshot the Tar 
Heels, 6-0, in the opening 
quarter while also draw-
ing some penalty corners 
from North Carolina.

Early in the second 
quarter, fifth-year senior 
forward Maddy Murphy 
delivered the first goal 
of the game off an assist 
from fellow fifth-year se-

nior midfielder Ellie Hol-
ley.

After Iowa’s goal, North 
Carolina swung the mo-
mentum the other way — 
the Tar Heels successfully 
defended a pair of penalty 
corners and got past Mc-
Guire to tie the game just 
before halftime.

That is, until senior 
Meghan Conroy stepped 
up off the bench to put 
the ball in the back of the 
net to give the Hawkeyes 
a 2-1 lead.

“Meg is a great utility 
player for us, and works 
so hard for her four years 
here,” head coach Lisa 
Cellucci said. “She’s al-
ways ready, and it just 

proves being ready on the 
bench and executing your 
role, and she was a shin-
ing example.”

North Carolina contin-
ued to press in search of 
an equalizer, pulling its 
goalkeeper for an extra 
forward midway through 
the fourth quarter. With 
eight-and-a-half minutes 
left in the match, how-
ever, Iowa delivered the 
final blow.

Holley battled through 
contact, sliding to finish 
off another counterattack 
to seal the Hawkeye 3-1 
win, sending the fans at 
Grant Field into a frenzy.

“It’s a tough group 
of girls and I wouldn’t 

mess with any single one 
of them,” McGuire said. 
“And we work hard for 
each other every single 
day.”

McGuire totaled nine 
saves on the day against 
North Carolina, a person-
al best in a single game.

“Grace is a stud, and we 
would not have had the 
win without her,” Conroy 
said. “She was making 
saves left and right and 
is such a smart player, al-
ways telling us what we 
need to do.”

Iowa started the season 
2-0 for the second straight 
year after the Hawkeyes’ 
5-3 win against No. 11 
Wake Forest on Friday.

With No. 2 Michigan 
also winning its match 
against Wake Forest at 
Grant Field, it’s the first 
time in the event’s his-
tory that the Big Ten has 
gone undefeated in the 
Big Ten/ACC Challenge. 
Both Iowa and Michigan 
finished the weekend 2-0.

The Hawkeyes will 
make the trek to Bos-
ton next weekend for 
two more nonconference 
matchups. Iowa will open 
the weekend against New 
Hampshire on Saturday at 
2 p.m. before facing Bos-
ton University Sunday at 
noon.

benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
The University of Iowa Hawkeyes defend their goal against a corner penalty by the North Carolina Tar Heels at Grant Field on Aug. 29. The Hawkeyes defeated the Tar Heels 3-1.

Soccer 
falls in 
OT to 
Kansas
The Hawkeyes lost their first game 
of the season, 1-0, after giving up a 

goal in the 94th minute.

Isaac Goffin
Sports Reporter

Iowa soccer fell, 1-0, on 
Sunday against Kansas, 
handing the Hawkeyes their 
first loss of the season

After Iowa was called 
offsides in the 93rd min-
ute, the Jayhawks marched 
the ball downfield, close to 
the Hawkeye goal. Kansas 
freshman midfielder Rae-
na Childers then received a 
pass inside the penalty area.

Though there were 
Hawkeyes around her, 
Childers maneuvered herself 
and the ball to get a clean 
shot off her left foot. By the 
time goalkeeper Monica 
Wilhelm reacted, it was too 
late as the ball went to her 
left and into the back of the 
net.

“Very happy with how 
our team played today de-
spite the result,” Iowa head 
coach Dave DiIanni said in 
a release. “It was a very hot 
day and both teams com-
peted and had moments of 
success, and unfortunately 
Kansas capitalized in over-
time. These are the types 
of games that our program 
grows from, and that is ex-
actly what we will do. It’s 

going to be important mov-
ing forward that we work on 
capitalizing on chances that 
are created. I’m very proud 
of the effort and quality of 
play this group displayed 
today. We will bounce back.”

The Hawkeyes were out-
shot, 13-11, by Kansas for 
the first time this season. 
Both teams had five shots 
on goal. Throughout four 
games in the 2021-22 sea-
son, the Hawkeyes have re-
corded six shutout halves.

Graduate transfer for-
ward Alyssa Walker and 
senior Hailey Rydberg each 
led the Hawkeyes with 
three shots.

The Jayhawks also had the 
edge with 11 corner kicks 
compared to the Hawkeyes’ 
six.

In the first half, the 
Hawkeyes had four shots 
on goal and the Jayhawks 
notched three, though both 
teams couldn’t score. Iowa 
had nine total shots in the 
half. 

Walker, Rydberg, and 
graduate transfer forward 
Courtney Powell all had two 
shots each in the first half. 
Powell had two shots on goal 
while Walker had one. 

In the 45th minute, soph-

omore forward Aleisha Ga-
nief had the ball inside the 
goal area, but she collided 
with Kansas goalkeeper Sar-
ah Peters. 

Peters went down for 
a couple minutes before 
recovering and Ganief re-
ceived a yellow card. 

Iowa sophomore Meike 
Ingles — who led the team 
with four goals in 2020-21 — 
played her first match of the 
season Sunday. She recorded 
one shot in 22 minutes.

Junior defender Sam Cary, 
senior defender Sara Whea-
ton, sophomore midfielder 
Rielee Fetty and freshman 
Addie Bundy played the full 
94 minutes for Iowa.

Halfway through their 
nonconference slate, the 
Hawkeyes are 3-1 on the 
season. 

Iowa will play against 
Purdue-Fort Wayne at the 
Iowa Soccer Complex at 6 
p.m. on Thursday. The Mast-
odons are 1-0-3 on the sea-
son, coming off a 1-1 draw at 
Bellarmine.  Iowa will then 
play Mississippi State in 
Iowa City on Sept. 5.

isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

Casey Stone/The Daily Iowan
Iowa goalkeeper Monica Wilhelm kicks the ball during the Iowa Soccer Cy-Hawk Series game against Iowa State on Aug. 26, at the Iowa Soccer Complex. 

No. 3 Iowa takes down No. 1 North Carolina

http://www.thekonnexion.com
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the running game again in 
2021. Running back Tyler 
Goodson is coming off an 
All-Big Ten season, and is 
running behind center Ty-
ler Linderbaum, a preseason 
first-team All-American.

Iowa’s defense returns 
all five of its starters in the 
secondary, as well as line-
backers Jack Campbell and 
Seth Benson. The Hawkeyes 
are tasked with replac-
ing All-American Daviyon 
Nixon, first-team All-Big 
Ten performer Chauncey 
Golston, and starter Jack 
Heflin on the defensive line, 
however.

On special teams, Caleb 
Shudak takes over for Keith 
Duncan at kicker. Tory Tay-
lor is back at punter after 
earning Big Ten Punter of 
the Year as a freshman.

Illinois (2-6)

The Fighting Illini are 
looking for a fresh start in 
2021 under the direction of 
former Hawkeye player and 
assistant coach Bret Biele-
ma. Illinois went 17-39 in 
five years under Lovie Smith 
and didn’t post a single win-
ning season in that stretch.

Illinois is 1-0 on the 
season already after beat-
ing Nebraska in a Week 
0 matchup. Quarterback 
Brandon Peters left the 
game with a shoulder injury 
and his status for the rest of 
the season remains unclear.

This year’s Illinois team 

could be similar to Biele-
ma’s Wisconsin teams in 
that the Illini are going to 
rely on running the ball in 
2021. Illinois returns a vet-
eran offensive line (four se-
niors projected to start) and 
depth at running back, led 
by Chase Brown and Mike 
Epstein (combined for 907 
rushing yards and seven 
touchdowns in the short-
ened 2020 season).

Minnesota (3-4)

The Gophers head into 
2021 boasting one of the 
most experienced teams in 
all of college football. P.J. 
Fleck’s squad returns 10 
starters on offense and an-
other 10 on defense.

Minnesota is hoping that 
experience translates to a 
season as successful as it 
had in 2019, when the team 
went 11-2. Last season, the 
Gophers regressed, going 
3-4 and allowing 30 points 
per game.

Tanner Morgan is back 
as the team’s starting quar-
terback and looking to re-
turn to his second-team 
All-Big Ten level of play 
from 2019. Minnesota went 
from 22nd-best national-
ly in points per game two 
years ago to 71st last year. 
Running back Mohamad 
Ibrahim led the conference 
in rushing last season and 
will run behind an offen-
sive line with all five start-
ers back from last season.

Nebraska (3-5)

Could this be the end 
of the Scott Frost era? If 
Week 0 was any indica-
tion, probably.

Nebraska enters year 
No. 4 of Frost’s tenure af-
ter going 12-20 in his first 
three seasons leading the 
program. This season, Ne-
braska has potentially the 
toughest schedule in the 
Big Ten, including three 
games to end the season 
against Ohio State, Wis-
consin, and Iowa.

Adrian Martinez is in 
his fourth season as Ne-
braska’s starting quar-
terback. Former Hawkeye 
Oliver Martin could be 
one of his top receiving 
threats this season. Frost 
said at Big Ten Media 
Days that Martin is set-
ting himself up to play a 
“huge role.”

The Huskers return 10 
starters from a defense 
that allowed 29.4 points 
per game last season.

Northwestern (7-2)

The Wildcats won their 
second West division title 
in the last three years last 
season.

Now, Pat Fitzgerald is 
hoping his team follows 
up the division title in 
2021 better than they did 
in 2019. After winning the 
West in 2018, the Wild-
cats went 3-9 in 2019.

Northwestern is only 
returning four starters 
on offense and another 
four on defense in 2021. 
Clemson transfer Hunt-

er Johnson was recently 
announced as the team’s 
starting quarterback.

Purdue (2-4)

Head coach Jeff Brohm, 
after back-to-back los-
ing seasons and allow-
ing more than 30 points 
per game in 2020-21, 
brought in Brad Lambert 
in the offseason to be 
the team’s new defen-
sive coordinator. Lambert 
will lead a defense with 
nine returning starters, 
including defensive end 
George Karlaftis, who has 
9.5 sacks in two seasons 
in West Lafayette.

Wide receiver David 
Bell, who scored three 
touchdowns against Iowa 
last season, returns to 
Purdue as the team’s top 
pass-catching option af-
ter Rondale Moore’s de-
parture for the NFL.

Wisconsin (4-3)

Last season was a down 
year by Wisconsin stan-
dards.

The Badgers suffered 
a three-game losing skid 
at the end of the regu-
lar season and had two 
games canceled in Octo-
ber because of COVID-19 
protocols.

Graham Mertz is back 
for Wisconsin after an 
up-and-down first year 
starting for the Badgers. 
Mertz went 20-for-21 
with five touchdowns in 
a season-opening victo-
ry over Illinois, but then 
threw four touchdowns 
and five interceptions the 
rest of the season.

Despite the medio-
cre record, Wisconsin’s 
defense allowed the 
ninth-fewest points in 
the FBS last season and 
returns eight defensive 
starters in 2021.

34 points per game. When 
Penix Jr. was not playing, In-

diana could only muster up 
about 20 points per game.

In the Hoosiers’ Nov. 28 
matchup with Maryland last 
season, Penix Jr. tore his ACL 
on a run play toward the 
sideline. At Big Ten Football 
Media Days July 23, Penix Jr. 
told reporters he’d be ready 
for Indiana’s season opener 
against Iowa at Kinnick Sta-
dium in Iowa City Sept. 4.

Head coach Tom Allen 
said Penix Jr. won’t be com-
peting in any contact drills 
this offseason. So, the first 
live hit Penix Jr. will take 
since he injured his knee 
will come from a Hawkeye 
defender.

Penix Jr. has also dealt 
with his share of ailments in 
the past — injuring his ACL 
on one other occasion in 
2018 and breaking his right 
clavicle in 2019.

Maryland (2-3)

Maryland’s 2020-21 
campaign was marred by 
COVID-19.

The Terrapins played their 
first three games of the year 
without any virus issues, but 
their luck did not last. Four 
of Maryland’s last six games 
in 2020-21 were canceled.

So, the Terrapins finished 
last season with a 2-3 record 
in just five games played.

Both head coach Mike 
Locksley and starting quar-
terback Taulia Tagovailoa 
are returning to Maryland 
this season. Locksley is en-

tering his third year with the 
Terrapins. This season will 
be Tagovailoa’s second year 
starting at Maryland since 
he transferred from Ala-
bama in 2019.

The Terrapins have not 
boasted a winning percent-
age over .500 since 2014 
when they went 7-6. Mary-
land kicks off its 2021-22 
campaign at home Sept. 4 
against West Virginia.

Michigan (2-4)

Michigan football logged 
its first losing record since 
2014 last season. The Wol-
verines played in six games, 
finishing the year 2-4.

Michigan played the first 
six games of its 2020 cam-
paign but could not fin-
ish the season because of 
COVID-19. The Wolverines’ 
final three games against 
Maryland, Ohio State, and 
Iowa were canceled.

Despite the Wolverines’ 
poor win-loss record last 
year, Michigan Athletics ex-
tended head football coach 
Jim Harbaugh through 2025 
during the offseason.

Joe Milton, who Harbaugh 
started at quarterback in 
four of Michigan’s six games 
last year, transferred to Ten-
nessee in April. Cade Mc-
Namara will replace Milton 
— Michigan named its start-
ing QB shortly after Milton 
announced that he had en-
tered the transfer portal.

McNamara played in four 
of the Wolverines’ games 
last season — two of which 
saw him throw 20 or more 
passes in relief of Milton.

Michigan State (2-5)

At Big Ten Football Media 
Days in July, Michigan State 
head football coach Mel 
Tucker said his team is try-
ing to improve upon its 2-5 

2020-21 record via the “ag-
gregation of marginal gains.”

In the five contests Tuck-
er’s Spartans lost last year, 
their average margin of 
defeat was 26.4 points per 
game.

Tucker has yet to name 
his team’s starting quarter-
back for the 2021-22 season. 
Rocky Lombardi, who took 
most of the Spartans snaps 
under center last year, trans-
ferred to Northern Illinois 
last December.

According to MLive, Mich-
igan State’s offseason quar-
terback competition between 
Payton Thorne and Anthony 
Russo is still ongoing.

Ohio State (7-1)

After a College Football 
Playoff National Champi-
onship Game appearance 
in 2020-21, Ohio State en-
ters the 2021-22 season as 
the prohibitive favorite to 
win the Big Ten East. Yahoo 
Sports, The Athletic, and Ath-
lon Sports have all picked the 
Buckeyes to win the Big Ten 
East this year.

Ohio State will, however, 
be starting a new quarter-
back this season. 2020-21 
Buckeye starter Justin Fields 
left school early to enter the 
NFL Draft, eventually land-
ing with the Chicago Bears.

Now, the Buckeyes will 
turn to C.J. Stroud — a red-
shirt freshman from Em-
pire, California, who has 
only played in three col-

lege games. The 6-foot-3, 
218-pound Stroud briefly 
competed in the 2020-21 
College Football Playoff 
Semifinals when Fields sat 
out a few snaps because of 
an injury. He also played in 
two blowout Buckeye victo-
ries over Michigan State and 
Rutgers last year.

Stroud has never started 
a college game, but Buckeye 
head coach Ryan Day named 
him Ohio State’s starting QB 
Aug. 21.

Penn State (4-5)

Before last season, Penn 
State football finished all of 
its yearly campaigns since 
2004 with an above .500 re-
cord. In 2020, the Nittany 
Lions went 4-5.

Penn State lost its first 
five games last year and 
struggled to find consistency 
at the quarterback position. 
While the Nittany Lions did 
start now-senior Sean Clif-
ford in all their games last 
year, they weren’t afraid to 
turn to backup Will Levis if 
Clifford struggled.

Clifford was the only 
quarterback in for the Nit-
tany Lions throughout their 
first three games last season. 
In Penn State’s fourth game 
of the year against Nebraska, 
however, head coach James 
Franklin benched Clifford in 
favor of Levis.

From then on, both quar-
terbacks competed in each of 
the Nittany Lions’ remaining 
six games. With both quar-
terbacks playing, Penn State 
won its last four games of 
the 2020-21 season.

Levis transferred to Ken-
tucky this offseason, leaving 
Clifford to anchor the Nitta-
ny Lions’ quarterback room 
by himself in 2021-22. The 
next three quarterbacks be-
hind Clifford on Penn State’s 
depth chart are underclass-
men — only one of whom 
has played in a college game.

Rutgers (3-6)

Rutgers was one of just 
two Big Ten East teams to 
play the entirety of its nine-
game, conference-only 
schedule in 2020. The Scarlet 

Knights and the Nittany Li-
ons were the only squads that 
managed to play a full season 
without any of their games 
being canceled because of 
COVID-19.

Rutgers went 3-6, pick-
ing up wins over Maryland, 
Michigan State, and Purdue. 
The Scarlet Knights have not 
finished a season with a win-
ning record since they joined 
the Big Ten in 2014.

Rutgers’ starting quar-
terback, Noah Vedral, will 
be donning the Scarlet 
and White for the second 
straight season. The 6-foot-1, 
200-pound senior has played 
at three different schools in 
his collegiate career: Nebras-
ka, UCF, and Rutgers.

Head coach Greg Schiano 
will be coaching Rutgers for a 
12th season in 2021-22. Schi-
ano was at the helm at Rut-
gers from 2001-11 before he 
left the institution for a job in 
the National Football League. 
He began his second stint as 
Rutgers’ head coach in 2019.

little slow last season, so 
that’s something that is 
sticking a little bit in the 
backs of our minds, adding 
a little bit of motivation 
to come out of the gates 
strong.”

This is only the fourth 
time in program history 
that Iowa is opening its 
season against two teams 
ranked in the Associated 
Press Top 25, and the first 

time since 1974.
Iowa is the betting favor-

ite to finish second in the 
Big Ten West behind Wis-
consin. But the Hawkeyes 
are good enough to win the 
division. That’s the main 
goal for the Hawkeyes this 
year — something seem-
ingly every Iowa player has 
talked about this offseason.

These first two weeks ar-
en’t “must win” games for 
Iowa. Winning the West 
would still be a realistic 
goal even if the Hawkeyes 

went 0-2. But starting the 
season off with one or two 
impressive victories would 
set the tone that this sea-
son isn’t just going to be 
good for Iowa. It could be 
great.

“Both of those first two 
games are exciting, they’re 
going to be challenging,” 
quarterback Spencer Petras 
said. “We know we have an 
opportunity ahead of us to 
start the season strong.”

robert-read@uiowa.edu
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Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Indiana quarterback Michael Penix Jr. answers questions from the media during day two of Big Ten Media Days at 
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, Indiana, on July 23. austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

Ron Johnson-USA TODAY Sports
Aug 28; Champaign, Illinois, USA;  Nebraska Cornhuskers quarterback Adrian Martinez (2) throws a pass against 
the Illinois Fighting Illini during the second half at Memorial Stadium.

robert-read@uiowa.edu 
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B1G football kicks off season

No easing into the season
 Victories over ranked teams to start the 2021 campaign would set the tone that this season 

isn’t just going to be good for Iowa football — it could be great.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa quarterback Spencer Petras attempts a pass during a football game between Iowa and Michigan State in Kinnick Stadium on  Nov. 7, 2020. 

Robert Read 
Pregame Editor 

Well, Week 1 is here. And 
so much for easing into the 
season.

No, the Iowa football 
team isn’t scheduled to host 
a MAC team or Northern 
Iowa on Saturday to open 
the 2021 campaign. Instead, 
the Hawkeyes are partak-
ing in a top-20 matchup at 
Kinnick Stadium against a 
Big Ten opponent. And as 
if opening against Indiana 
wasn’t enough, the week af-
ter that, Iowa goes to Ames 
to compete against a top-10 
Iowa State team.

Starting the season 2-0 

with two ranked victories 
isn’t necessarily Iowa’s goal. 
Winning the Big Ten West is 
what the team has its sights 
on. Losing to Indiana and 
Iowa State wouldn’t really 
impede that — particularly 
with one of those games be-
ing out of conference.

But unless Iowa wants to 
play catch-up like it did af-
ter starting 0-2 last season, 
it needs to play well right 
from the first game of the 
season.

That’s easier than it 
sounds.

“The margin for error is 
always tight, and we tra-
ditionally have not always 
been sharp early, or at least 

where we need to be,” Iowa 
coach Kirk Ferentz said. 
“Last year is a good example 
of that. It’s a good remind-
er for all of us that we don’t 
have time to waste.”

Starting the season 1-1 or 
even 0-2 wouldn’t be cata-
strophic for Iowa’s season. 
We saw last year that the 
Hawkeyes can overcome 
a rough start. Losing to a 
bad Purdue team and then 
blowing a 17-point lead 
to Northwestern to start 
the season may go beyond 
rough, actually.

Iowa rattled off six con-
secutive victories to end 
the season after that 0-2 
start. By season’s end, the 

Hawkeyes were one of the 
hottest teams in the coun-
try. It was a good season 
for Iowa. If the Hawkeyes 
hadn’t suffered those two 
blunders at the start, it 
could have been a great sea-
son. Maybe one of the best 
under Ferentz in terms of 
bowl game prestige.

But coming up just short 
of great has been a theme 
for Iowa recently.

In 2018, a last-minute 
loss to Wisconsin at home 
and a frustrating defeat to 
Northwestern (Noah Fant is 
still waiting for the ball) led 
to the Wildcats clinching 
the West at Kinnick.

In 2019, a 24-22 loss to 

Wisconsin in Madison — 
where a Nate Stanley quar-
terback draw attempt came 
up inches short on a two-
point conversion attempt 
— eventually made the Bad-
gers division champions.

And last season, North-
western’s comeback gave 
the Wildcats a one-game 
lead over the Hawkeyes in 
the final division standings 
— clinching them the West 
for the second time in three 
seasons.

“We’re playing really 
tough teams, our schedule 
is really tough,” safety Jack 
Koerner said. “We started a 
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Hawkeye volleyball drops 
doubleheader

Iowa vol-
leyball junior 
outside hit-
ter Courtney 
Buzzerio’s ca-
reer-high 29 
kills against 
Duke were 

not enough for the Hawkeyes 
Saturday as Iowa dropped both 
matches of a doubleheader at 
the Coastal Carolina Invitational 
Saturday. 

Iowa lost a five-set nailbiter 
to the Blue Devils to open the 
season Saturday morning be-
fore Coastal Carolina swept the 
Hawkeyes later that day.

As a setter and an outside hit-
ter last season, Buzzerio finished 
with the team lead in kills and 
the second-most assists for the 
Hawkeyes. She earned first-team 
All-Big Ten honors and an Amer-
ican Volleyball Coaches Asso-
ciation North Region Honorable 
Mention.

In her first match back to ex-
clusively playing hitter, Buzzerio 
notched 28 kills and seven digs 
with a .407 hitting percentage. 

The Hawkeyes came out hot 
against Duke as junior outside 
hitter Kyndra Hansen’s five kills 
led Iowa to a 25-16 first-set vic-
tory. 

The tide quickly turned in the 
second set once Duke junior out-
side hitter Gracie Johnson tallied 
five of her team-high 14 kills for 
the Blue Devils in the second set.

HAWKEYE UPDATES

“Sorry if you guys can hear 
that, the cleaning lady is at 
my house.”

— Caitlin Clark being interrupted 
on a Zoom call with reporters

QUOTE OF THE DAY

7
 Number of years Michael 
Kemerer has been on the 
Hawkeye wrestling team

STAT OF THE DAY

Iowa will contend with Wisconsin, Northwestern, and 
the rest of the division for a spot to represent the Big 

Ten West in the conference championship game.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa running back Tyler Goodson carries the ball during a football game between Iowa and Minnesota at Kinnick Stadium on Nov. 16, 2019. 

Robert Read 
Pregame Editor 

Ohio State is the over-
whelming favorite to win 
the Big Ten East in 2021. 
Determining which team is 
the best in the West is less 
unanimous.

Northwestern has won 
the Big Ten West in two of 
the last three seasons. Wis-
consin could be set to re-

bound after a relatively dis-
appointing season last year. 
Iowa has finished one game 
behind the division lead in 
both of the past two sea-
sons and could be poised to 
jump to the top in 2021.

Here’s how the Big Ten 
West stacks up at the start 
of Week 1.

Iowa (6-2 record)

The Hawkeyes won their 
final six games of the 2020 
season after starting the 
campaign 0-2.

Quarterback Spencer Pe-
tras (nine touchdowns and 
five interceptions last sea-
son) is entering his second 
season as Iowa’s starting 
quarterback and should 
have plenty of support from 

Ohio State is the overwhelming favorite to win the 
East, but Indiana could challenge the Buckeyes with a 

healthy Michael Penix Jr.
Austin Hanson
Sports Editor 

Big Ten East football 
looked different than it ever 
had before last season.

Because of COVID-19, 
the division’s seven teams 
all kicked their seasons off 
without fans in October. 
Some squads played as many 
as nine games, while others 
competed in as few as five. 

Only two teams in the divi-
sion finished with win per-
centages over .500: Indiana 
and Ohio State.

This season, all Big Ten 
East squads figure to stand 
on more equal footing. Every 
team is set to play 12-game 
schedules beginning Sept. 4. 
With the start of the Big Ten 
East season less than a week 
away, The Daily Iowan exam-
ines the division and breaks 

down some major storylines 
for each of its teams.

Indiana (6-2)

Last season, Indiana’s of-
fense was explosive — for the 
most part.

With starting quarterback 
Michael Penix Jr. on the 
field, the Hoosiers averaged 
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