
Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Photos throughout Max Bolander's life with Ben Price are seen. Ben Price took his life after a positive COVID-19 diagnosis due to paranoia post-COVID, a phenomenon known as COVID-19 Psychosis. Price is survived by his 
wife Jennifer and his children, Jett, 17, and Maya, 14.
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'Ben didn’t kill Ben, COVID-19 did'

First came 
COVID-19, then came 

paranoia. The loss of a loved one in 
Morris, Illinois, highlights the rare 

subsequent effects of COVID-19, 
referred to as COVID-19 Psychosis.

SEE PAGE 3
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BY KATE HESTON
kate-heston@uiowa.edu

The temperature was approach-
ing 35 degrees as Ben Price drove 
out to his farm on the last day of 
February of this year. The farm was 
a happy place for the 48-year-old fa-
ther and businessman. Just outside 
his hometown of Morris, Illinois, 
the wide-open spaces are occupied 
by a herd of beef cattle and a few 
donkeys. It was as he and his wife, 
Jennifer, had always planned.

It wasn’t abnormal for Ben to go 
to his farm; in fact, it was practically 
a second home. On this day, howev-
er, Ben did not return from it. He 
took his own life, leaving family and 
friends grasping for answers.

Two weeks earlier, Ben had test-
ed positive and was hospitalized for 
COVID-19. Upon his discharge, the 
normally happy, energetic man’s 

behavior changed. He became par-
anoid, scared, and anxious, pacing 
and on alert. His family attributes 
the suicide to a rare phenomenon 
now known as COVID-19 psychosis, 
a little studied but very serious reac-
tion to the coronavirus.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
become a global source of psy-
chological distress. For those con-
tracting the virus, however, the 
host immunologic responses may 
also directly affect the brain and 
human behavior. According to a 
case report on COVID-19 psycho-
sis, the psychoneurotic effects in 
victims can produce symptoms 
including persecutory delusions, 
auditory hallucinations, suicidal 
thoughts and behavior, and sleep 
disturbances.

Psychosis caused by viral infec-
tion is not an isolated occurrence. 
Evidence suggests that as many as 4 

percent of people who contract oth-
er novel infectious diseases, such 
as the H1N1 influenza, Ebola, and 
MERS may develop psychosis.

On Feb. 12, four days after Ben 
received his first dose of the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, 
someone at his company, The Turf 
Team, tested positive for COVID-19. 
Ben went to get tested as well. That 
test returned a positive result, 
making him — according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention — one of more than 31.5 
million Americans with a positive 
COVID-19 test. More than half a 
million of those who caught the vi-
rus have lost their lives. 

Like millions of Americans, Ben 
quarantined. Jennifer, already fully 
vaccinated, cared for him. But he 
wasn’t getting better. 

On Feb. 18, Ben went to the hos-
pital for an antibody infusion used 

on coronavirus patients to help 
their immune system. The next day, 
he felt worse. Jennifer checked him 
into the hospital’s COVID-19 ward.

By Sunday, Ben’s heart was in 
atrial fibrillation, an irregular heart 
rate that causes poor blood flow, 
and his oxygen levels were alarm-
ingly low. He was restless — an 
extroverted, outgoing man, com-
pletely isolated without his family 
in a unit that was overcrowded. 
Jennifer said his anxiety was high; 
he needed out. Ben was discharged 
on Feb. 23. According to Jennifer, he 
came home a completely different 
person.

“He started to be very paranoid 
and panicked; I would just lay there 
holding his hand, telling him to 
match my breathing,” Jennifer said. 
“He was stressing about farming 
and the fields, but it was February, 
we couldn't even do that now. There 
was nothing we could do to get him 
to calm down.”

Ben had no history of mental 
health issues. Like almost all Amer-
ican farmers, his seasons were 
stressful and sometimes projects 

got difficult. But Ben had always 
handled them with a sense of hu-
mor and a willingness to learn.

Ben had deep ties to his commu-
nity. He started The Turf Team in 
1995 as a landscaping business and 
built it into a complex, successful 
mashup of farming necessities — 
creating business connections in-
side and outside the city limits of 

Morris.
The Turf Team is a commer-

cial array of everything Ben loved. 
The company is located on top of 
a small hill in his hometown. The 
main building is surrounded by 
red tractors and power equipment 
to sell. Surrounding it are fields 
dotted with cows and their calves, 
donkeys, and the occasional kitten 
running among them.

Every year when it was time to 
get the plows dirty and tend to the 
fields, Ben’s family would be work-
ing with him, including his neph-
ew, Max Bolander.

“Ben taught me how to farm, 
how to run heavy equipment, how 
to drive, and so much more,” Bo-
lander said. “He was like a second 
father to me. He wanted to teach 
me everything and take me every-
where.”

Ben’s ambitions were much dif-
ferent, however, after leaving the 
hospital. The day before his death, 
he spent the afternoon pacing 
throughout the house, checking 
the windows with each turn. At 
one point, he stepped out onto the 

porch and stared into space — his 
family had to urge him back inside.

Jennifer planned a family night 
to calm his mind. She made steak 
for dinner — his favorite. But Ben 
didn’t eat it. Before testing positive 
for the virus, Ben loved snuggling 
on the couch. Saturday night, the 
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COVID-19 psychosis impacts Price family
First came COVID-19, then came paranoia. The loss of a loved one in Morris, Illinois, highlights the

rare subsequent effects of COVID-19, referred to as COVID-19 Psychosis.

Ben taught me how to farm, how to run heavy 
equiptment, how to drive, and so much more. He was like 
a second father to me. He wanted to teach me everything 
and take me everywhere.

 — Max Bolander, Ben Price's nephew

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Photos of Max Bolander and Ben Price are seen.

SEE PRICE,  4
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family barely got him to sit down. 
Eventually, he fell asleep on the 
couch next to Jennifer, their daugh-
ter Maya, 14, and son Jett, 17.

Sunday morning, Ben seemed 
fine. He enjoyed an egg sandwich, 
fresh coffee, and protein smooth-
ie for breakfast. He swore he felt 
better, convincingly enough that 
Jennifer believed it to be the first 
positive turn in his recovery. No 
one expected what came next. 

The family that dozed off next to 
him on the couch the night before 
was left to try to put together the 
pieces of a puzzle that wasn’t de-
signed to fit.

“Sitting down with people that 
I am close to and just being able 
to talk about Ben and his life con-
tinues to solidify the feelings that 
I have about him and the life that 
he lived — that he was a great man 
that was stolen from us,” Bolander 
said. 

Like Ben, there are other Amer-
icans who have lost their lives to 
neuropsychiatric symptoms fol-
lowing an infection.

Emily Troyer, a psychiatrist 
working with the University of Cal-
ifornia San Diego, released a paper 
in April 2020 as the coronavirus 
pandemic began, that reviewed 
previous literature on the evidence 
of COVID-19-related neuropsychi-

atric symptoms in relation to past 
viral pandemics.

“After a year since the paper was 
published, we are definitely seeing 
a lot of neurological and a lot of 
psychiatric symptoms in COVID-19 
patients,” Troyer said. 

Her paper indicates that post-vi-
ral effects on the immune system 
could potentially lead to psychiat-
ric symptoms, even if the illness 
did not directly reach the nervous 
system.

Despite limited research on 
COVID-19 psychosis and past pan-
demics, questions remain for Troy-
er as to what the exact mechanisms 
that cause psychosis might be. 

“We are seeing syndromes 
caused by things that wouldn’t 
have happened had it not been for 
the viral infection,” Troyer said. 
“Just because the virus isn't in the 
nervous system, doesn’t mean the 
virus didn't kick off another cas-
cade of events.”

A possible mechanism of psy-
chosis in COVID-19 patients may 
be related to the deprivation of 
one’s senses associated with hos-
pital isolation. Cases of COVID-19 
psychosis have also occurred when 
patients are not hospitalized, how-
ever, even in cases of asymptomat-
ic infections.

In Maine, a 64-year-old grand-
mother, herself, and her daughter 
kept anonymous for the privacy of 
the family, developed COVID-19 
on Feb. 29. She was asymptomatic, 

healthy, and active in the lives of 
her three children and their fami-
lies.

Over the course of her infection, 
she began obsessively praying over 
FaceTime with one of her grand-
children, claiming that the prayers 
were working and healing people. 
Rapidly, her concern became para-
noia. She was constantly worried 
about spreading the disease and 
believed that the pandemic was her 
fault.

The grandmother texted her 
daughter the morning of March 17 
to confirm the pick-up time for her 
grandchild, and then headed to the 
beach for her daily walk.

A few hours later, she drowned 
herself. A teacher for 27 years, she 
had been an accomplished writ-
er, always putting words together 
with careful thought. In contrast, 
she left behind a note of jumbled 
thoughts, expressing guilt for 
spreading the virus to a nursing 
home that she had never visited 
and at which there had been no 
coronavirus outbreak. Before con-
tracting COVID-19, just as in Ben’s 
case, this active, positive, engaged 
grandmother had no history of any 
mental health issues.

“She was paranoid about a situa-
tion that wasn’t even real, whatso-
ever,” her daughter told The Daily 
Iowan. “The person who wrote that 
letter was not my mother.”

When the Price’s story aired 
on NBC Chicago, the family in 
Maine could attach a name to 
what claimed their matriarch. For 
the first time, they heard the term 
“COVID-19 psychosis.”

“It’s clear as day, that’s my mom,” 
the daughter said when learning of 
the symptoms.

As for Jennifer, she first learned 
of COVID-19 psychosis the day of 
her husband’s death via a phone 
call from a close friend. Prompted 
by the phone call, she read three 
CDC articles on the topic. No one 
in Morris or in the community 
believed Ben would have taken his 
own life. As the pieces of the puz-
zle came together, Jennifer under-
stood. 

“Ben didn’t kill Ben, COVID-19 
did,” Jennifer said.

Specifically, the CDC found that 
in patients with no history of psy-
chiatric disorders, the probability 
of developing one’s first psychiatric 
disorder 90 days after contracting 
COVID-19 was almost 6 percent 
higher than with other respiratory 
diseases. Serious neurological ef-
fects are rarer, but have been doc-
umented.

The evidence suggests, and his 
family believes, that Ben unknow-
ingly fell into the grasp of psycho-
sis induced by COVID-19. Had they 
known to watch for the onset of 
paranoia, they may have been able 
to intervene. While the risk is low, 
awareness that the risk existed at 
all could make a difference for fam-
ilies like the Price’s and their kin-

dred spirits in Maine.
That is why, for Jennifer and the 

rest of Ben’s family, spreading the 
word about COVID-19 psychosis is 
essential. As both a healing mech-
anism and a calling, raising aware-
ness has become a primary driver 
for Ben’s survivors.

Jennifer has organized a Change.
org campaign, which has over 
21,000 signatures, calling for the 

Biden administration to appoint 
a neurology expert to investigate 
post-COVID-19 psychosis further.

“If it can give one person a 
chance to help another and keep 
that person in their life, then that 
is enough for me,” Bolander, Ben’s 
nephew said. “My loss will continue 
to leave a hole in me for the rest of 
my life but, if someone else can be 
saved, then a little piece of that hole 
might be filled.”

In the meantime, memories of 
Ben have filled their lives in differ-
ent ways.

A few days after Ben died, Bo-
lander was at the farm, feeding 
cows. The field was muddy, as was 
often the case in Spring. At the 
farm, Bolander had never once fall-
en to the ground. But that day as he 
handled a bale of hay, he suddenly 

found himself on his back in the 
mud. Bolander went to his dad to 
tell him what happened.

Suddenly, they both laughed, 
smiling at the sky, mourning the 
loss of a loved one and anticipating 
the moment they’d see him again.

“You didn’t fall, Ben knocked you 
over,” his father said. 

For them both, for them all, 
Ben’s spirit will never lose its fire.

PRICE
CONTINUED FROM 3

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Ben Price, pictured throughout, took his life after a positive COVID-19 diagnosis 
because of paranoia post-COVID, a phenomenon known as COVID-19 Psychosis.

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Jennifer Price touches the heart on the bench in honor of her husband, Ben Price.

My loss will continue to leave a hole in me for the 
rest of my life but, if someone else can be saved, then a 
little piece of that hole might be filled.

 — Jennifer Price, Ben Price's wife
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Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Top: A photo of Ben Price along his wife, Jennifer Price, sits in the family's living room in Morris, 
IL. Middle: The Price family sits for a portrait in their backyard in Morris, IL. Bottom: Max Bolander, 
nephew to Ben Price, touches Price's ring during dinner. Bolander inherited Price's 1993 conference 
championship ring from college. Price played football at Minnesota State, Mankato.

http://stophiviowa.org
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Professors criticize critical race theory law
UI professors believe the state's new law misrepresents the intentions of critical race theory.

BY SABINE MARTIN
sabine-martin@uiowa.edu

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds signed 
a bill into law June 8 that will pro-
hibit teaching critical race theory 
and “divisive concepts” in K-12 
and higher education, in school 
curricula, and in mandatory di-
versity, equity, and inclusion 
training.

Venise Berry, the University of 
Iowa African American Studies 
department chair, said critical 
race theory is misunderstood. 
She said critical race theory high-
lights certain elements that are 
tied to race that are critical and 
important for Americans to pay 
attention to. 

“Teaching critical race theory 
is not about telling white stu-
dents they’re racist,” Berry said. 
“It's about helping all students 
understand the environment that 
we live in and experience in this 
system. That it’s positive, in rela-
tion to race, but also it's negative 
in relation to race.”

Josh Lehman, the state Board 
of Regents senior communica-
tions director, wrote in an email 
to The Daily Iowan that the regents 
and Iowa’s regent-governed uni-
versities will review processes to 
ensure compliance with the new 
law. 

“The Board and our universities 
strongly believe in free expression, 
and have spoken out frequently in 
their support of free speech and 
the First Amendment,” Lehman 
wrote to the DI. “We will continue 
to fight for the rights of all stu-
dents, faculty, and staff to have 
all voices and opinions heard.  We 
must hear all viewpoints without 
stifling speech.” 

The law (HF 802), effective July 
1, covers nine “divisive concepts” in 
training and education. 

• The idea that one race or 
sex is superior to another 
race or sex is prohibited.

• Teaching that the United 
States and Iowa are fun-
damentally or systemically 
racist or sexist is prohibited.

• The idea that an individu-
al race or sex is inherently 
racist, sexist, or oppres-
sive is prohibited.

• Discrimination or adverse 
treatment of an individu-
al because of their race or 
sex is prohibited.

• Members of one race 
should not attempt to 
treat others without re-
spect based on race or sex. 

• The idea that an individ-
ual’s morals are deter-
mined by race or sex is 
prohibited.

• That idea that traits like 
“hard work ethic” are rac-
ist or sexist is prohibited.

• Race or sex scapegoating 
is prohibited.

• Race or sex stereotyping 
is prohibited.

Leslie Schwalm, chair of the De-
partment of Gender, Women's, and 
Sexuality Studies at the UI, said as 
someone who teaches about sys-
temic racism and the history of in-
stitutionalized racism, the prohibit-
ed “divisive concepts” are irrelevant 
to her course curricula. 

“No one teaches that members 
of a race or sex are inherent-
ly racist, sexist, or oppressive,” 
Schwalm said. “In fact, one of the 
things that critical race theory 
helps us understand is that rac-
ism isn't about individual acts of 
discrimination, but rather about 
the system.”

While the new law prohib-
its “divisive concepts,” the term 
“critical race theory” is not stated 
in the bill. 

In a statement from June 8 re-
garding the law, Reynolds said, 
“Critical race theory is about la-
bels and stereotypes, not educa-
tion.”

According to June 9 data from 

Chalkbeat, Republican governors 
or legislators in 21 state govern-
ments have proposed or passed 
legislation across the country 
“to restrict education on racism, 
bias, the contributions of specif-
ic racial or ethnic groups to U.S. 
history, or related topics.” 

Berry said the law and other 
censoring instances could lead 
UI faculty of color to leave.  

“Laws like these are the kinds 
of things faculty of color look at 
when they interview and apply,” 
Berry said. “I just would like to 
see our state government focus 
more on the needs of the people 
than on these culture issues that 

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Gov. Kim Reynolds listens to Senate President Jake Chapman speak during the State of the State address in the house chamber of the Iowa State Capitol on Jan. 12 in Des 
Moines. Gov. Reynolds highlighted in the address expansion of broadband internet, a push for in-person learning, and economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.

they blow out of proportion.”
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Cristhian Bahena Rivera: guilty of first-degree murder
After a 10-day trial, Bahena Rivera was found guilty of first-degree murder and will face sentencing on July 15.

BY RACHEL SCHILKE
rachel-schilke@uiowa.edu

Cristhian Bahena Rivera was 
found guilty of first-degree mur-
der in the abduction and fatal stab-
bing of University of Iowa student 
Mollie Tibbetts on May 28, nearly 
three years after Tibbetts’ death.

Tibbetts, 20, went missing in 
July 2018. Bahena Rivera, 24, led 
authorities to her body, which was 
lying in a cornfield in Brooklyn, Io-
wa, in August 2018.

The trial lasted 10 days, two of 
which were for jury selection, fol-
lowed by eight days of counsel state-
ments and witness testimonies.

Sentencing for Bahena Rivera 
will occur in Montezuma, Iowa, on 
July 15, with the defense launching 
an appeal within 30 days of that 
date. There will be no bond pend-
ing sentencing, according to Judge 
Joel Yates.

Prosecutor Scott Brown and 
Poweshiek County Attorney Bart 
Klaver led the prosecution, while 
defense attorneys Chad and Jen-
nifer Frese represented Bahena Ri-
vera in court. Interpreters Steven 
Rhodes and Ana Pottebaum were 
sworn in on May 17, prior to the 
start of the first day of the trial.

After hearing from many wit-
nesses from both counsels, Bahena 
Rivera testified, stating two men 
threatened his ex-girlfriend and 
daughter’s lives unless he acted as 
their driver and transporter of Tib-
betts’ body. 

Despite this, the jury entered 
deliberation on May 27 and found 
Bahena Rivera guilty beyond a rea-
sonable doubt.

Review of prosecution’s case

The prosecution called a total 
of 15 witnesses to take the stand 
during the trial. Among the wit-
nesses were Tibbetts’ boyfriend 

Dalton Jack, former Iowa City po-
lice officer Pamela Romero, and 
several agents within the Iowa Di-
vision of Criminal Investigation.

Three pieces of evidence solidi-
fied the guilt of Bahena Rivera, ac-
cording to Brown and Klaver: the 
presence of Tibbetts’ blood in the 
trunk of his vehicle, the appear-
ance of his vehicle in video surveil-
lance, and his admission.

During the closing statement on 
May 27, Brown called Bahena Ri-
vera’s testimony a “figment of his 
imagination.”

Klaver said if Bahena Rivera’s 
story had been told to authorities 
sooner, the officers involved would 
have conducted more investiga-
tions to find the two men Bahena 
Rivera claimed abducted Tibbetts.

“But that’s something that was 
omitted from his first version,” 
Klaver said. “His first version, 
when he said he had seen Mollie, 

and all the evidence that was pre-
sented at the trial, that was a com-
plete and coherent story. That’s 
what the investigators followed, 
and if it had been something dif-
ferent, if the facts had been dif-
ferent, they would have followed 
those facts.”

Brown said after the verdict was 
read, they spoke to Tibbetts’ family 
and they were relieved and pleased 
with the verdict.

He added that the case is not 
about himself or Klaver, but about 
Tibbetts and her family.

“They are the ones that have to 
live through this. This is our job, 
we will be done with this case soon 
and we’ll move to the next one. 
That’s what we do,” Brown said. 
“With the family, and other people 
that are that close to it, I think you 
just need to keep in mind that they 
live with it forever… we hope that 
in the end, when these cases are 

over, we can bring a sense of jus-
tice to them.” 

Review of defense’s case

The defense called a total of 11 
witnesses to take the stand, in-
cluding Bahena Rivera and recall-
ing Jack.

The defense attempted through-
out the trial to instill reasonable 
doubt in the jury by highlighting 
inconsistencies with Jack’s state-
ments, and agents’ disregard of 
investigating other potential sus-
pects, such as known sex offenders 
and men with histories of violence 
in the area.

Chad Frese said the decision to 
call Bahena Rivera to testify was 
not as difficult as people thought.

“From the very first day we met 
Mr. Bahena, the story he put forth 
on the stand was exactly the ver-
sion of the events he told us going 
back to August 2018,” he said. “He 
had never varied from that version 
of the events, not one detail.”

He said the investigation got 
sloppy when Bahena Rivera was 
targeted, especially since the mur-
der weapon, presumably a sin-
gle-edge knife, was never found.

Bahena Rivera’s claim over two 
men has been speculated by the 
prosecution, the media, and those 
following the case, which Jennifer 
Frese acknowledged during the 
press conference.

“I think there was speculation 
that we made some sort of, you 
know, ‘Let’s figure out a story.’ I 
mean, if we were going to make up 
something, we would have come 
up with something better than 
that,” she said.

Chad Frese added that the mo-
tion the defense filed against the 
prosecution’s request to suppress 
polygraphs in court speaks to why 
they were intent on going after one 
man in particular: Dalton Jack.

“[Dalton Jack] certainly gave 
us reason to suspect,” he said. 
“There's a lot of people in this case 
whose stories didn’t check out well 
enough for us, and that was a prob-
lem for us. Can we tell you who did 
this? No. But we can tell you that 
getting to know Cristhian Bahe-
na, we are very surprised that he 
would be the kind of person that 
would commit a crime like this.”

Pool/Kelsey Kremer/Des Moines Register 
Cristhian Bahena Rivera testifies from the witness stand on May 26, at the Scott County Courthouse in Davenport, Iowa. Bahena 
Rivera was on trial after being charged with first-degree murder in the death of Mollie Tibbetts in July 2018.

But we can tell you that getting to know Cristhian 
Bahena, we are very surprised that he would be the kind 
of person that would commit a crime like this.

— Defense attorney Chad Frese
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Landlord-tenant disputes dominate 
agenda of UI Student Legal Services

University of Iowa Student Legal Services said 42 percent of its business deals with landlord-tenant disputes.
BY SABINE MARTIN
sabine-martin@uiowa.edu

In August 2020, Iowa City res-
ident Emily Manders looked at 
her electricity bill and saw an ab-
normally high payment. Manders 
said Apartments at Iowa refused 
her a full reimbursement after 
being charged for her neighbor’s 
electricity bill. 

“It just sucks,” Manders said. 
“If I had not been looking at my 
electricity bills, I would have nev-
er known that they were taking 
advantage of me and doing this.” 

From last August to March 
2021, Manders said she was 
charged a total of about $300 over 
her own utility bills.

“They've only agreed to pay 
back me like $200, but it's still 
$100 lost,” Manders said.  

Manders said she tried to work 
with the City of Iowa City, but city 
employees stopped answering 
her calls after a couple of days. 
She said she also has been in con-
tact with the Iowa City Tenants 
Union and Iowa Legal Aid. 

“[The city] said it was a civ-
il issue and that I had to go sue 
them, but I can't afford a lawyer,” 
Manders said. “I'm just kind of 
running out of options slowly.”

Director of University of Iowa 
Student Legal Services Amanda 
Elkins, who is also an attorney, 
wrote in an email to The Daily 
Iowan that in fiscal year 2020, 
42 percent of Student Legal Ser-
vices’ intake appointments were 
landlord-tenant related.

She wrote that the most com-
mon complaints are mainte-
nance concerns and disputes 
over security deposit returns.

Manders said she’s heard rent-
ers’ issues in her social circles 
about prominent Iowa City rent-
al companies. 

“There are so many com-
plaints,” Manders said. “This is 
not an isolated issue now.” 

Steve Rackis, the Housing Ad-
ministrator for Iowa City’s Hous-
ing Authority program, said the 
UI has a large impact on the rent-
al housing market in Iowa City 
because landlords can charge 
whatever price they deem neces-

sary to students.
“That drives rental housing 

prices up. If wages don't go up 
accordingly, then people's wag-
es are not supporting the cost 
of housing,” Rackis said. “So, 
you have an affordable housing 
issue.” 

Student Legal Services recom-
mends that renters tour the actu-
al unit they want to rent and read 
the entire lease before signing, 
Elkins wrote.

“We also recommend that stu-

dents meet with a lawyer of their 
choosing to review the lease be-
fore signing. Student Legal Ser-
vices provides free lease reviews,” 
Elkins wrote. 

Manders said she graduated 
from the UI in May, so she had 
time to call the city and regularly 
speak with her rental agency.   

“If I was a full-time student, I 
wouldn't have time to follow peo-
ple around, so it's just frustrating 
how these companies take advan-
tage of you and don't care about 

you,” she said. 
Manders said her rental agen-

cy made a final decision regard-
ing Manders paying her neigh-
bor’s electricity bill.  

“I just want my money,” 
Manders said. “I might also be 
paying for my neighbor's gas, so 
this might be like another long 
chapter of waiting for answers 
and it's so frustrating.”

Apartments at Iowa declined 
to comment when reached out to   
by the DI.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Emily Manders poses for a portrait on May 16.



The University of Iowa and regent-governed institutions will not require masks and will return to pre-pandemic capacity in campus spaces. 

Aiming for ‘traditional’ fall semester
BY NATALIE DUNLAP
natalie-dunlap@uiowa.edu

Following the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention’s 
update of the guidelines for vac-
cinated people, the state Board of 
Regents changed the COVID-19 
mitigation policies for all three re-
gent-governed universities.

According to guidelines released 
in May, vaccinated people can go 
without masks and do not need to 
physically distance, except when 
required by federal, state, local, 
tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and 
regulations.

Seven days after the CDC’s an-
nouncement, the University of 
Iowa’s new COVID-19 policy went 
into effect, making masks option-
al for fully vaccinated people in UI 
buildings, or elsewhere on cam-
pus, with a few exceptions includ-
ing on the Cambus and in health 
care settings. 

At UI Hospitals and Clinics, ful-
ly vaccinated employees are still 
required to wear a mask when pro-
viding patient care and in settings 
where patients and visitors are 
present.

On the same day UI’s policy 
went into effect, the regents lift-
ed the state of emergency that re-
gents President Mike Richards put 
in place in March 2020. 

Richards said the change was 
a result of vaccinations becom-

ing widely available and declining 
COVID-19 positivity and hospital-
ization rates, as well as the new 

guidelines from the CDC.
Institutions are required to offer 

in-person coursework to the same 
extent it was offered pre-pandem-
ic, but institutions may explore hy-
brid or distance learning through 
the regents’ office, Richards said.  

“The institutions are expected to 
resume traditional student life ac-
tivities and opportunities effective 
for the Fall 2021 semester,” Rich-
ards said in a prepared statement 
released on May 20. 

Starting July 1, regents faculty 
and staff are required to return 
to campus. Presidents and super-
intendents can approve remote 
working arrangements under 
some circumstances permitted by 
law or institutional policy.

Richards also made masks 
optional across the regent insti-
tutions and said campus spaces 
would return to regular capacity. 

COVID-19 vaccination on UI 
campus

 Vaccination for COVID-19 remains 
encouraged, but not required, for 
students, faculty, and staff across 
the regents’ universities.

Institutions cannot impose 
COVID-19 vaccine requirements, 
with the exception of UI Health 
Care.

The only vaccinations required 
by the UI for most students are two 
shots of the Measles, Mumps, Ru-

bella vaccine. The COVID-19 vac-
cine is highly encouraged, along 
with vaccinations for Influenza, 

Human Papillomavirus, Meningi-
tis, and several others. 

Josh Lehman, the regents' se-
nior communications director, 
and Hayley Bruce, Media Relations 
Manager, confirmed with The Dai-
ly Iowan that their position stands, 
following an announcement from 
Indiana University that they will 
be mandating the COVID-19 vac-
cine for fall 2021.

“Knowing that the vast majority 
of the IU community is vaccinat-
ed is the only way the university 
can confidently return to in-per-
son classes, more in-person 
events and a more typical univer-
sity experience,” a statement from 
Indiana University said. 

International travel 

The UI also announced interna-
tional travel would resume follow-
ing pre-pandemic guidelines for 
faculty and staff beginning June 1, 

and would no longer be required 
to obtain special approval and 
routing. 

International travel is still re-
stricted for students, though they 
may submit a high-risk travel pro-
posal to International Programs 
for consideration. Undergradu-
ate study abroad program enroll-
ments will not be approved for de-
partures through August 1.

According to Iowa’s coronavirus 
case count, as of June 10, the sev-
en-day positive test average in the 
state is 1.9 percent, and in Johnson 
County the seven-day positive test 
average is 1 percent, with 13 posi-
tive cases. 

Between June 2 and June 
10, there was one new case of 
COVID-19 among students, and no 
new cases among employees.

9  |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 2021

The institutions are expected to resume traditional 
student life activities and opportunities effective for the 
Fall 2021 semester.

— Board of Regents President Mike Richards

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Students walk in front of the Old Capital Mall with masks on Aug. 27, 2020. Upon opening, the first week of school during COVID 
looked very different than past years.



The hyper-inflation hawks have 
returned.

Iowa Republicans, chief amongst 
them Sen. Joni Ernst, have begun to 
bang the gavel about how a looming 
inflation crisis will harm American 
families because they won’t be able 
to afford goods and services.

What are Republicans blaming 
as the main culprit for this impend-
ing calamity? The recent passage of 
the American Rescue Plan. 

Fortunately for the U.S. econo-
my, the rise of prices that Repub-

licans are warning about is not 
around the corner. In fact, most 
economic indicators are pointing 
that the rise in prices we are seeing 
is only transitory.  

Since the economy has largely re-
opened, cash-awash Americans and 
businesses have started to spend 
the extra money they received 
during lockdown. As a result, prices 
for commodities have increased by 
5 percent in the last 12 months.

This may seem that persistently 
high inflation is near. But when tak-
ing a closer look at the numbers, it 
becomes clear the inflation hawks' 
arguments are based on hearsay.

When making their judgements 
about inflation, the hawks often 
point to the appreciation of com-
modities such as food and gas. 

However, those goods are not ac-
curate measurements of coming 
inflation because of their flexibility.

In other words, the prices for 
these goods vary from day to day as 
they are responsive to the forces of 
supply and demand. 

In Iowa, one of the commodities 
that hawks point to is the price of 
gas. It has increased from $1.97 to 
$2.87 in the past year because peo-
ple have started to fill up their gas 
tanks more frequently. Also, the 
production of natural gas has not 
been able to keep up with demand 
thanks to certain supply shocks

Instead of using these flexible 
goods to predict whether coming 
inflation will be manageable, econ-
omists at the Federal Reserve look 
to goods such as labor or capital — 

non-human resources used in fur-
thering production.

The price of these goods is sticky, 
meaning that they do not change 
often. When the price of these 
goods increases abruptly, we can 
tell levels of inflation are reaching 
dangerous levels. 

According to indices that only 
take into account sticky prices, in-
flation is right around the same as 
pre-pandemic levels meaning our 
economy does not need to worry 
about inflation. 

But in the coming months the 
prices of sticky goods could dramat-
ically increase to levels that indicate 
inflation is harming the economy. 
If that were to happen, then the 
Federal Reserve would be able to 
fend off an inflationary crisis using 

the tools of monetary policy.
How this would work would be 

primarily targeting and reducing 
the supply of money in the collective 
market by raising interest rates.

As the supply of money is re-
duced, consumers – including 
firms – would be less likely to save 
money thus leading to a reduction 
and ultimate stabilization of prices. 

Inflation is one of the most 
widely misunderstood economic 
concepts.

In fact, a moderate amount of in-
flation can be a sign that the econo-
my is functioning at a healthy level. 

So, the next time somebody tries 
to tell you that government spend-
ing causes inflation, kindly let them 
know it is a lot more complicated 
than that.

Understanding the economics of inflation
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Republicans have resurrected the same lazy arguments about inflation.

Local government and Iowa 
schools are in trouble as Gov. Kim 
Reynolds and the Republican Party 
have chipped away at their funda-
mental powers. 

From attempts to control the 
police budgets to mask mandates, 
they have stripped local leaders and 
schools of their power and have put it 
in the hands of the state. 

Take for example the bill in this 
year’s legislative session that cut state 

funding to local governments if they 
decided to reduce the law enforce-
ment budget at a higher percentage 
than their overall budget. While the 
bill wasn’t signed into law, it almost 
forced local governments to appro-
priate their budget to the state’s 
wishes, instead of what’s best for the 
community.

So, depriving discretion that local 
governments have always had is not 
just an attempt to take away their 
power. It was also a threat for local 
governments to accommodate and 
further the Republican Party’s agen-
da at the expense of community in-
terests. 

Additionally, they have also ex-
propriated the powers of Iowa K-12 

schools, particularly when it comes to 
COVID-19 policy. 

While school districts were de-
signing learning formats that they 
thought were safest.

Districts such as the Iowa City 
Community School District were 
thrown back to square one since they 
planned for the school year to start 
online. 

They became constrained and had 
to worry about meeting unnecessary 
state guidelines instead of focusing 
on the curriculum. But Reynolds 
didn’t care that the consequences 
of taking away control from schools 
meant sacrificing the value of stu-
dents’ education.

As the year continued, many 

thought that her deci-
sion to require a fully 
in-person option for 

schools that left teachers feeling like 
a pawn in politics would be the hard-
est challenge. However, the biggest 
curveball came just after midnight on 
May 20, when she signed a law for-
bidding schools, counties, and cities 
to require face coverings.

Her signature sent families and 
teachers into a spiral of chaos the 
following morning inside Iowa’s 
schools. Horror stories from parents 
flooded Twitter of their children be-
ing bullied to the point where masks 
were ripped off and were sent home 
frightened and confused. 

In the broader picture, schools and 
local leaders always had the right to 
create and enforce precautions for 
the health and safety of the commu-

nity. Mask requirements are no ex-
ception. 

This law not only furthers Reyn-
olds’ own beliefs, but also sets a dan-
gerous precedent that educators and 
local leaders no longer have the abili-
ty to keep their communities safe. 

For a governor who supposedly 
hallmarks freedom, it’s awfully ironic 
that the same person is also depriv-
ing local governments and schools of 
their power to keep communities safe 
and put it in her own hands. So why 
should Iowans allow her to continue 
attaching strings at the local level that 
has clearly harmed communities? 

With Iowa’s gubernatorial election 
coming up in 2022, Iowans need to 
keep in mind who deprived local gov-
ernments and school districts of their 
power so she could push her personal 
agenda.

Opinions

HANNAH PINSKI
hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu

SHAHAB KHAN
shahab-khan@uiowa.edu

Reynolds and the Republican Party’s attempts to chip 
away at local government and school control must stop. 

Let local government and schools have control 
COLUMN

COLUMN
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Oil changes  • Alignments
Computer Diagnostics

Air Conditioning Service & Repair
Electrical System Diagnosis & Repair

Brake System Repair • Tune-ups
Cooling Systems Service & Repair

Scheduled Maintenance

605 North Dodge St
337-3031 • dst-ic.com

OPEN
M-F

9:30-4

Apple Care
Repair on
iPhones

Technology
Associates, Inc.

Apple Care
Repair on
iPhones

http://kathyfobian.com
http://dst-ic.com
http://icookiesandmore.com
http://www.tech-assoc.com
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As the University of Iowa Stanley Museum of Art looks ahead to its reopening at a new location in fall 2022, the 
museum seeks new volunteers for its docent program.

BY HUNTER KOONTZ
hunter-koontz@uiowa.edu

In preparation for the new 
Stanley Museum of Art opening 
this fall, museum staff are look-
ing to take on new members in 
its relaunched docent program.

Docentship entails volunteer 
work at the museum as well 
as trips to local schools, where 
docents will educate students 

about the museum’s collection 
and potentially showcase various 
pieces. 

Stanley’s Associate Curator of 
Education Joshua Siefken said 

docents will primarily take on 
the role of tour guide, with dif-
ferent tours and lessons in mind 
for both children and an older 
general public.

“They are community ambas-
sadors…they are telling the com-
munity what the university has 
to offer, what the museum has to 
offer,” Siefken said.

Siefken said anyone, includ-
ing undergraduates, with formal 
or informal experience teaching 
K-12 can apply. The museum will 
be accepting new docent applica-
tions until July 1.

Museum Director Lauren 
Lessing said ideal applicants 
should be passionate about the 
arts. One of the perks of the posi-

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
The University of Iowa Stanley Museum of Art is seen during construction on June 14.

Arts & Culture

SEE STANLEY,  13

UI Stanley Museum of Art relaunches docent program

They are community ambassadors... they are telling the community what the 
university has to offer, what the museum has to offer.

— Joshua Siefken, Stanley Associate Curator of Education
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STANLEY
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tion, she said, is the field trips, 
which include going to locations 
like the Des Moines Arts Cen-
ter and other art institutions 
throughout Iowa.

Through their training and 
volunteer work, docents will 
learn about various pieces of 
art in the Stanley Museum’s 
collection and be educated on 
contemporary art history ped-
agogy.

Training will require a com-
mitment of two hours per 
month over a year-long period, 
after which newly certified do-
cents will be able to contribute 
the same amount of time each 
month volunteering at the mu-
seum and in the local commu-
nity.

Stanley Museum staff are cur-
rently conducting training ses-
sions over Zoom, where they’re 
covering everything from emer-

gency procedures and training 
management, to their various 
art collections and art history.

Siefken said being a docent 
won’t look exactly the same as it 
did in 2008.

“Educational theory, ways 
of teaching, ways of engaging 
audiences, have changed a lot. 
In addition to that, we find out 
more about artworks… every 
year,” he said. “It’s not going to 
be the same things they talked 
about 12, 13 years ago.”

Lessing said educators are en-
couraged to ask children about 
what they’re seeing and how it 
connects to what they’re learn-
ing in class.

“In the last 15 years, museum 
education has really moved to 
an inquiry-based model,” she 
said. “Instead of talking, talking, 
talking at kids, we are asking 
questions.”

Seifken said the program will 
serve as an introduction to art 
for K-12 students. He said he 
hopes exposing the students to 

new art will allow them a chance 
to expand their worldview and 
build critical thinking skills.

Lessing talked about a future 
university student docent group 
and the importance of having a 
physical building for children to 
visit.

“There are a lot of studies that 
show that if you can get kids out 
of the classroom and have them 
in a novel environment where 
they’re immersed, they learn 
more,” Lessing said. “I’m sure 
you remember field trips you 
took as a kid. Those are special 
experiences.”

Lessing said that she wants 
the new museum to support 

not just UI art history cours-
es but classes across the cur-
riculum, as the museum’s 
collection can serve as a vital 
resource for study and inter-
action with primary sources 
and objects for students in 
many fields.

Elizabeth Wallace, Stanley’s 
manager of communications, 
marketing, and membership, 
called the reopening a “mile-
stone for the campus.”

With the docent program re-
launch, the department hopes 
to have museum staff and vol-
unteers poised to educate and 
bring in new members of the 
community in 2022.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Construction on the University of Iowa Stanley Museum of Art is shown on June 14.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
The sign for the University of Iowa Stanley Museum of Art is shown on June 14.

There are a lot of studies that show if you get kids 
out of the classroom and have them in a novel environment 
where they're immersed, they learn more. I'm sure you 
remember field trips you took as a kid. Those are special 
experiences. 

— Laura Lessing, Museum Director
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SPORTS

Hawkeye baseball coaches discuss 
foreign substances

With Major League Baseball’s recent push to crack down on pitchers using foreign substances,
Iowa’s coaching staff discusses the use of substances in the college game.

BY WILL FINEMAN
william-fineman@uiowa.edu 

A recent jump in Major League 
Baseball pitchers’ spin rates and 
batters’ strikeout frequency has 
caused the league to reevaluate 
its rules regarding the use of for-
eign substances on the mound.

Historically, professional 
pitchers using substances like 
sunscreen and pine tar to get a 
better grip on the baseball has 
been a case of, “Don’t ask, don’t 
tell.” Pitchers benefit from having 
more control, and batters benefit 
from receiving more strikes and 
getting hit by fewer pitches.

“I think 10 years ago, every hit-
ter in the major leagues would tell 
you, ‘Let them use it because we 
don’t want to get hit,’” University 
of Iowa head baseball coach Rick 
Heller said. “That’s why it’s been 
the dirty little hidden secret.”

In response to safety concerns 
with the old standard bat and in 
an attempt to limit home runs, 
collegiate baseball switched to 
Batted Ball Coefficient of Resti-
tution (BBCOR) standard bats in 
2011. 

With the new change, college 
baseball saw a drop in offense 
across the board.

“They changed the bat, and 
with the high-seamed baseball 
that colleges used, the offense 
just plummeted to the point 
where it was hurting the game,” 
Heller said.

Instead of changing the bats 
again, the NCAA switched from 
the high-seamed baseball to the 

flat-seamed baseball — MLB’s 
standard. The flat seams create 
less drag on the ball and allows 
it to travel farther than a high-
seamed baseball. 

Heller said he believes foreign 
substances are much less preva-
lent in the college game than at 
the major league level, but college 
pitchers who are using substanc-
es like pine tar and sunscreen are 
likely doing so because the flat-
seamed baseballs 
are harder to 
grip.  

The additional 
tack foreign sub-
stances like pine 
tar or sunscreen 
provide can al-
so help pitch-
ers increase the 
spin rate of their 
throws.

Spin rate is 
measured in 
revolutions per 
minute (rpm), 
indicating how 
many rotations 
a ball makes af-
ter it is released. 
The spin rate of a 
pitch will have an 
influence on its 
trajectory. 

If two fastballs 
are thrown at 96 
mph but one of 
them has a very 
high spin rate, 
that pitch is more 
effective because 

it will repel gravity for longer and 
have a rising effect on the hitter.  
A curveball with a higher spin 
rate will have more movement, 
as well. 

“It does kind of make a big 
difference for a pitcher,” Hawk-
eye hitting coach Jimmy Frankos 
said. “In the old days, you would 
say, ‘Man, that guy throws a 
heavy ball.’ Well, now a heavy ball 
is a guy with a high spin rate.”

Foreign substances like Spider 
Tack and Pelican Grip have been 
found to help pitchers improve 
their spin rates by as much as 400 
rpm — which Frankos said could 
give hurlers in baseball leagues 
across the country unfair advan-
tages over hitters.

“What I think needs to happen 
is that something has to become 
legal that is universal, that every-
one can use, and that is not going 

to drastically give a pitcher an ad-
vantage,” Frankos said. “It’s go-
ing to give them enough so that 
we’re still throwing strikes and 
being able to control the baseball.

 “When you are in these north-
ern and midwestern states, you 
are playing a lot of games in 40 
degrees. You are going to need a 
little help hanging onto the base-
ball when you’re throwing it 90 
plus.”

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa head coach Rick Heller walks back to the coaching box after disputing a call with the home plate umpire during a baseball game between 
Iowa and Maryland on April 24 at Duane Banks Field. 
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Surrounded by vintage, antique, 
specialty shops and cafes, this 
open-air show is located 
"Uptown" at 1st Street and 
Highway 1, in Mount Vernon, 
Iowa, right on the historic 
Lincoln Highway. New this 
year is a July 3rd Preview 
from 7 pm to 10 pm, with main 
show July 4th from 7am to 4 pm. 
All booths are on paved surfaces.

Our dealers feature vintage, industrial, repurposed,
primitive and traditional antique treasures.

Find us on Facebook at Lincoln Highway Nitty Gritty and at 
www.visitmvl.com/nittygritty for more information.

The Annual 4th of July
LINCOLN HIGHWAY NITTY GRITTY

coach and producing a lot of people 
that are not necessarily a stud in high 
school or even in junior college, to be 
one of the best in the country.”

Britt competed in his first-ev-
er NCAA Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships June 9-12 in the 
110-meter hurdles and the 400-me-
ter hurdles. In the 110-meter finals, 
he matched his personal best time of 
13.45 seconds to finish fourth in the 
national championships.

Iowa sent a complete team to 
the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships in the 2020-21 sea-
son, with 17 athletes making the trip 
to Eugene, Oregon. 

While track is primarily made up 
of individual events, senior thrower 
Laulauga Tausaga cherishes the team 
atmosphere that Woody creates.

“When you can say you have guys 
to back you up, or women to back you 
up, it’s an amazing thing,” Tausaga 
said. “You can cheer for them, because 
they’re fighting just as hard as you are 

and we’re fighting for each other to 
make this program a lot better than 
when we came in. It’s a very special 
kind of atmosphere that coach Woody 
has really brought to Iowa, and it’s 
one of the reasons why I chose Iowa.”

Under Woody’s tenure as direc-
tor of track and field, the Hawkeyes 
gained their first NCAA Champion 
in 16 years in Tausaga. The now fifth-
year senior won the NCAA women’s 
discus throw in 2019 with a throw of 
63.26 meters, and will be heading to 
the Olympic Trials on June 19.

“Coach Woody interacts with all of 
his athletes and coaches, he’s a very 
special guy,” Tausaga said. “... He’s 
been building this team, and the men 
have won three Big Ten titles and the 
women are getting there. Brick by 
brick, he’s laying the foundation for 
an amazing 
team, and I 
know that even 
when I’m gone 
it’s going to 
flourish under 
him. I appreci-
ate the oppor-
tunity to be a 

part of this team and a part of the his-
tory that’s going to make Iowa track 
and field that much more amazing.”

Woody swept the Big Ten men’s 
coaching awards this season, claim-
ing the 2021 Big Ten Indoor Men’s 
Coach of the Year and the Big Ten 
Outdoor Men’s Coach of the Year 
honor. 

But Woody’s secret to becoming an 
award-winning coach is simple.

“Hire good staff, recruit good ath-
letes, and coach them up,” Woody 
said. “It’s pretty simple, honestly. But 
we’ve got a tremendous staff. I tell my 
staff every time those things happen 
those are staff awards — I wish that 
they would make it be staff awards 
more than just the head coach award, 
but we definitely have one of the best 
staffs in the country.”

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa track and field athletes cheer from the stands during the second day of the Larry Wieczorek Invitational on Jan. 23 at the University of 
Iowa Recreation Building. Because of coronavirus restrictions, the Hawkeyes could only host Big Ten teams. Iowa men took first, scoring 189, 
and women finished third with 104 among Minnesota, Wisconsin, Nebraska, and Illinois.

We've got a tremendous staff... I wish that 
they would make it be staff awards more than 
just the head coach award, but we definitely 
have one of the best staffs in the country.

— Iowa Director of Track and Field Joey Woody

WOODY
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http://www.thewedgepizza.com
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Sports

Woody puts Iowa track on the map
Led by director of track and field Joey Woody, the Iowa men's team's 2020-21 season was the program's best in 50 years.
BY CHLOE PETERSON
chloe-peterson@uiowa.edu

As Joey Woody ends his seventh 
season at the helm of the Iowa 
track and field program, the Iowa 
City native is keeping his program 
on the rise.

In the 2020-21 campaign, Iowa 
men’s track and field swept the 
2021 Big Ten Indoor 
and Outdoor Cham-
pionships for the 
first time since 1963. 
The Hawkeye men 
finished 12th at the 

NCAA Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships held in Eugene, 

Oregon on June 9-12 — its best fin-
ish in over 50 years.

“Coach Woody is a 
great coach,” Hawk-
eye junior hurdler Ja-
mal Britt said. “You 
know, that was the 
main reason I came 

here. The group of guys that were 
here, and me coming in as one of 
the slowest — if not the slowest 
person — coming in from recruit-
ment and getting to where I am to-
day, it shows a lot. Woody is a great 

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Director of Track and Field Joey Woody coaches from the infield during the 4x400m relay during the Larry Wieczorek Invitational at the University of Iowa Recreation Building on Jan. 18, 2020.

Coach Woody is a great coach... that was the 
main reason I came here.

— Hawkeye junior hurdler Jamal Britt SEE WOODY,  15
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