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UI COVID-19 NUMBERS
Number of self-reported cases for 
COVID-19

Students: 4  new cases, 3,046
to-date
Employees: 1  new case, 454 
to-date

New cases as of March 19, 2021

Source: UI COVID-19 campus update

Tune in for LIVE 
updates
Watch for campus and city 
news, weather, and Hawkeye 
sports coverage every day at 
dailyiowan.com.
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Unspoken Heroes of the pandemic

Grace Smith and Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
In this triptych Grace Lange (left), Nick Bell (center), and Sarah McCain (right) pose for portraits.

BY RIN SWANN
corinne-swann@uiowa.edu

Yellow, pink, green, and orange post-it notes cling to the 
whiteboard in the home office of University of Iowa Instruc-
tional Technology Consultant Michael Espey. Organized in the 

same way that Espey would have it if he was on campus, the 
whiteboard divides his day into different sections for different 
services, offering a sense of normalcy even as he marks a year of 
working from home.

Less normal, however, is the flat-coated retriever, Shadow, 
who remains steadfastly at Espey’s side as he looks through stu-

dent tickets, offering technical assistance for students and staff 
struggling with pandemic-essential learning tools ICON and UI 
Capture. 

Espey, one of six people on his team who ensures the mainte-

SEE HEROES,  3

Employees from key services that kept campus running over the past year — IT, custodial services,
and dining employees – speak on what it means to be “essential.”

Adversity into jewelry
MFA student Dufie Sakyiama turns her challenges moving from 
Ghana to the U.S. into metal working and jewelry, including in

her recent thesis project, “I AM AYA.”

Parents waiting 
on approved 
vaccine for kids
Although a COVID-19 vaccine is 
not yet authorized for child use, 
parents are thinking ahead to their 
children's doses.

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Dufie Sakyiama poses for a portrait with her pieces at her art and jewelry gallery, "I AM AYA," at the University of Iowa 
art building.

BY GRACE HAMILTON
grace-hamilton@uiowa.edu

When Iowa City parent Laura Crossett’s nine-year-old 
son found out the COVID-19 vaccine was being distrib-
uted to adults, he asked her to make sure he could get a 
vaccine as soon as possible. 

"My son, like everyone, has been affected by COVID-19. 
You know, he doesn't get to see his friends anymore for 
the most part, except online. His whole life was upended," 
Crossett said. "He said to me the other night, 'The corona-
virus is what ruined everything.’” 

After undergoing a near-fatal experience with meningi-

BY MADDIE JOHNSTON
madjohnston@uiowa.edu

Dufie Sakyiama, an MFA student in jewelry and met-
al arts at the University of Iowa, has spent the last three 
years in Iowa City fusing her art and her life stories.

Sakyiama said her art, which has mainly focused on 
incorporating handmade fabric into metal jewelry, is her 
voice. It’s the voice she has used to tell her story of grow-
ing up in Ghana and transitioning to the U.S., including 
the failures, losses, and imperfections she has experi-
enced. It’s a reflection of her soul that she uses to encour-
age others to find the beauty in their own adversities.

“I don't tell my stories to get sympathy,” Sakyiama 
said. “No, I told them to encourage people that this is 
where I was, and this is where I am now, and being in 
that position actually helped me gain insight on what is 
ahead of me.”

After graduating with a degree in metal arts from 
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology 
in Ghana, Sakyiama came to realize that, where she was 

from, a career in the arts wouldn’t be able to provide her 
with a livable income.

So, she walked away from it, in pursuit of a new ca-
reer that would earn her a higher income –– aviation. For 
four years, Sakyiama would work in pursuit of her new 
dream of becoming a flight attendant.

“I was just a step close to it, and something came up 
and everything just collapsed right in front of me,” Saky-
iama said. “It was a painful moment because I've spent 
like three to four years of my life chasing a dream that 
just collapsed within a second. I think the universe had 
its own way of asking me to come back to my practice.”

And so, Sakyiama began the process of applying to 
graduate schools in jewelry and metal arts and found a 
new home at the UI. She packed everything up and made 
the journey across the pond from Ghana to Iowa City.

The transition wasn’t easy. Just two months after she 
arrived, Sakyiama lost her uncle and was forced to nav-
igate that grief alone, all while adapting to a new culture 

ARTS & CULTURE

SEE JEWELRY,  2

SEE VACCINE,  3

Union prepares for 
regular sit downs 
After three months of contract ne-
gotiations, the University of Iowa’s 
health care worker union is prepar-
ing to begin conversations with the 
UI Hospitals and Clinics to improve 
the workplace and patient care. 
BY ELEANOR HILDEBRANDT
eleanor-hildebrandt@uiowa.edu

Following the conclusion of contract negotiations, the 
Service Employees International Union 199 is gearing up 
for semi-monthly conversations with the University of Io-
wa Hospitals and Clinics facilitated by the state Board of 
Regents.

After three months of collective bargaining, SEIU signed 
a contract approving a 1.3 percent annual pay increase for 
each union on March 12. 

SEE UNION,  2

‘The special one’
Even before she stepped on 
the University of Iowa campus, 
Iowa City knew her name. Over 
mounds of Division I offers, 
freshman point guard Caitlin 
Clark chose Iowa women’s bas-
ketball. The former five-star 
recruit turned into the 2021 
Big Ten Freshman of the Year, 
and quickly became one of the 
most dominant players in the 
nation.
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http://HAWKSHOP.COM
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Bicycle Tips: Parking
• Always park in a rack.

• Lock both wheels and frame to rack.
• Don’t leave your bike for an 

extended period of time.
• Going home for the summer?

Take your bike or donate it.

transportation.uiowa.edu

and stepping back into the prac-
tice she’d spent four years away 
from. But, like her art, Sakyiama 
herself is an incarnation of resil-
ience and strength. She poured 
these struggles into her practice, 
working to create jewelry that pro-
moted a mindset of perseverance. 

“I AM AYA” was Sakyiama’s 
thesis project. “AYA,” is a tra-
ditional adinkra symbol of en-

durance and resourcefulness 
in her hometown. All pieces in 
the collection were completely 
handmade, with fabrics that are 
hand-dyed or transferred from 
designs in Sakyiama’s house into 
2D prints which she then incor-
porates into her metal jewelry.

The pieces on display in the 
Levitt Gallery of the Art Building 
West are neatly arranged, spaced 
out so each composition garners 
its own recognition. Sakyiama 
walked gracefully around the 
room, pointing to necklaces and 

moving them around, explaining 
how the movement of each piece 
represents a flow of energy from 
the piece's heart. She explained 
the symbols on each piece of 
jewelry and related them back to 
herself.

Two major symbols that can 
be seen while roaming the gallery 
are spiders and butterflies. Each 
piece was crafted with intention: 
little wire webs placed delicately 
within the folds of the fabrics and 
metal butterflies perched on soft 
green chrysalises.

Placed on the mannequin by 
the furthest window of the gal-
lery, nearly hidden from the rest 
of the show, is a necklace that 
looks simple from the front, don-
ning delicate pink fabric and a 
cocoon wrapped in colorful wire. 
But on the back of the manne-
quin, facing away from the gal-
lery space and drenched in the 
vivid sunlight of the window, is 
a brilliant pink and purple spider 
spreading down the back of the 
mannequin and rising up into a 
butterfly. 

Sakyiama said the piece de-
served this special place because 
it was the complete metaphor for 
her life and studio practice. The 

spider and the butterfly come 
together to symbolize the com-
bining of two worlds; a mixture 
of everything, like herself, Saky-
iama said.

The artist incorporated spi-
ders into her work as a tribute to 
one of Ghana’s most famous folk-
lore characters, Anansi, which lit-
erally translates to “spider” in the 
Akan language. Stories of Anansi 
are told to teach moral lessons for 
children. She compared the ex-
tremely slow process of weaving 
and stitching traditional fabrics 
to a spider’s process of weaving 
its web. 

“At the end of the day, they are 
not looking at the work involved 
and the tiredness and other 
things, all they're focusing on is 
how beauty do stitches come to-
gether — to bring out the beauty 
of it,” Sakyiama said. “So that is 
how I relate my life. The journey, 
the steps, the trials, like, every-
thing is stitching up to define 
who I am, and it's not defining 
me in a bad way, it's actually de-
fining me in a positive way, and 
in a good way.”

Sakyiama's collection will be 
on display at Art Building West 
until March 27.

JEWELRY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

SEIU’s contact also ensures 
the union will have meetings 
with the regents and UIHC ad-
ministration to discuss issues 
that are important to union 
members. 

At the regents’ ratification 
meeting, Kristin Bauer, the re-
gents’ associate counsel, said an 
increase in communication on 
the topic will be beneficial to ev-
eryone involved in the process. 

“We’re going to try to facilitate 
these and have them on a more 
frequent basis,” Bauer said. “We 
think it will be helpful in the con-
tinuation of the communication 
and cooperation with the mem-
bers of that union.”

SEIU President Cathy Glas-
son said the union plans to meet 
every other month with the re-
gents but will ask to adjust to 
more or less frequent meetings 
if necessary. 

In her experience, Glasson 
said these types of committees 
start with issues both UIHC 
and the union want to address 
to build trust and achieve some 
success. She said SEIU wants 
to start by discussing common 
issues before diving into more 
complex problems. 

“We want to build a relation-
ship with UIHC so that togeth-
er we can tackle issues that we 
know affect the ability of our 
staff to provide quality care,” she 

said. “We know that the hospital 
is experiencing a shortage of 
nurses and other certain health 
care professionals and we want 
to make sure we’re in that dis-
cussion so we can help the prob-
lem of recruiting and retaining.” 

Glasson said these conver-
sations are not new but adding 
the regents into the committees 
is something she’s never seen 
before. She said there is room 
for a strong and solid relation-
ship between the three entities,  
and this is a beneficial first step 
for all parties to build trust and 
communication. 

Regents' Senior Communi-
cations Director Josh Lehman 
wrote in an email to The Daily 
Iowan that UIHC is reinstat-
ing regular labor management 
meetings that include staff from 
UIHC, the regents, and the 
SEIU to ensure the partnership 
is successful.

“UIHC and the Board of Re-
gents are committed to work-
ing collaboratively with SEIU 
leadership to identify import-
ant issues and find solutions 
that improve patient outcomes, 
maximize job satisfaction, and 
enhance overall hospital per-
formance,” he wrote. “...These 
meetings are currently being 
scheduled.”

UIHC Public Relations Man-
ager Laura Shoemaker said UI-
HC Director of Employee and 
Labor Relations Lisa Brewster 
is facilitating the conversation 
from the UI’s side.

Glasson said there is a lot of 
room in these conversations to 
grow and improve care at UIHC 
with the help of workers. She 
said the committee is planning 
to meet every other month, 
starting this March, but a date 
has not been released. 

However, there is flexibil-
ity in the scheduling of these 
meetings, Glasson said, and 
she hopes there will be more 
meetings when necessary. She 
said the union is ready to move 

forward and help UIHC ensure 
patients are receiving the best 
care and workers are in the best 
workplace possible.

“This will help the hospital by 
improving the quality of out-
comes for patients,” she said. 
“We even want to talk to [UIHC] 
about ideas we have to reduce 
costs and save money while pro-
viding the most efficient and 
quality care. There’s room for re-
al opportunity here to build a bet-
ter relationship and workplace.” 

UNION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
A pedestrian waits to cross West Burlington Street in Iowa City on Tuesday as the rain continues to fall.

RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Pieces are seen at an art and jewelry gallery, "I AM AYA," curated and 
designed by Dufie Sakyiama at the University of Iowa art building. 

CORRECTIONS: An article in the March 17 edition headlined “Long 
journey ahead to bridge gaps” referred incorrectly to the dollar 
amount the University of Iowa lost during the pandemic. The state 
Board of Regents’ three universities collectively lost $185 million 
because of the pandemic, not the University of Iowa alone. The UI 
lost an estimated $83.4 million in revenue. The DI regrets the error.

An article in the March 17 edition headlined “Oaknoll’s optimism: 
outlasting COVID-19” incorrectly referred to Oaknoll’s assistant 
director of dining services. It’s Taylor Wheeler, not Taylor Weever. 
The DI regrets the error.  

An article in the March 22 edition headlined “Remembering lives 
lost” incorrectly stated who hosted a vigil honoring shooting 
victims in Atlanta. Four University of Iowa students organized and 
hosted the vigil, not the Asian Pacific American Cultural Center. 
The DI regrets the error.  

http://transportation.uiowa.edu
http://Order.MellowMushroomIowa.com
http://www.KathyFobian.com
http://oryzaic.com
http://icgov.org/recycle
http://nodoiowacity.com
http://www.chomp.delivery
http://artifacts-iowacity.com
http://tech-assoc.com
http://dst-ic.com
http://hillsbank.com
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nance of online services, free-
ly admits to struggling with 
his work-life balance when 
the temptation to continue 
work is still inside his home. 
But to him, perseverance is 
hopeful.

“The wheels kept moving,” 
Espey said. “Even though 
everything stopped, and the 
world changed.”

Espey is one of many un-
spoken heroes of the pandem-
ic: the workers who embraced 
the unique challenges of the 
situation and have spent the 
last year working behind the 
scenes with little public ac-
knowledgement. They are the 
people who have ensured as 
much normalcy as possible 
at the UI, in spite of massive 
changes. 

Change is something that 
Catlett Dining Hall associ-
ate and UI sophomore Grace 
Lange understands well. As 
an employee at the dining hall 
since September 2019, Lange 
was used to what she referred 
to as the chaos of the dining 
halls — the close crowds, the 
collective murmur of dozens 
of conversations, and the mu-
sic in the background. 

Since COVID-19 took hold 
of campus, everything is eerily 
quiet in comparison. For most 
of the academic year, no one 
could stay in the dining hall. 
Recently, the UI opened limit-
ed in-person dining services, 
but for months takeout box-
es remained the only campus 
food option. Lang compared 
navigating the dining halls to 
traversing an obstacle course of 
tables and chairs stacked and 
stored in the open but still in 
the open, plus huge fortresses 
of empty (or unempty) boxes. 

“It’s quieter because no 
one is sitting down or having 
conversations with friends or 
anything,” Lange said.

In the Medical Education 
and Research Facilities, Sarah 
McCain, UI custodial supervi-

sor and employee of 36 years, 
swipes her card and signs in-
to work at 5:30 p.m., prepar-
ing classrooms and cleaning 
high-touch points to ensure 
the safety of the students the 
next morning. 

With bottles of blue-tint-
ed sanitizer, McCain and 
her team work as vigorously 
as they ever have to stop the 
spread of the pandemic. 

“We added hand sanitizers 
and masks at the entrance 
and throughout the build-

ings,” McCain said. “You get 
to know your people and you 
just want to do everything you 
can to keep everybody safe.” 

Safety, as UI President 
Bruce Harreld told the The 
Daily Iowan in a May 2020 
interview, was key in ensur-
ing students and staff were 
able to remain on campus 
in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Now, over a year 
since the UI first closed, un-
seen essential workers in IT, 
custodial services, and dining 
services have ensured that 
masses of students receive an 
education despite the strains 
of the past year.

Often, this has meant going 
above and beyond what the 
job may have required before. 
In addition to regular duties, 
multiple people from each of 
their fields identified new ar-
eas in which they are serving 
their school and their commu-
nity. 

In addition to his regular 
role as a senior communica-
tion engineer for IT, Nick Bell 
was one of the primary peo-
ple responsible for extending 
bandwidth at the beginning 
of the pandemic, allowing 
for drive-up Wi-Fi services in 
multiple parking lots across 
campus. 

Bell stressed that the need 
for this service was immedi-
ately present: students and 
faculty often do not have 
access to reliable service at 
home, a problem which is 
increasingly concerning in 
the scope of a pandemic that 
drove most people to their 

computers. For the last three 
semesters the UI has operated 
with more than 70 percent of 
undergraduate course hours 
online, meaning online con-
nections have remained vital 
even past the first few months 
of the pandemic. 

“I think we’re all living in a 
virtual world now,” Bell said. 
“Everyone is adjusting to a 
virtual world and trying to un-
derstand everyone’s needs.”

The process was complet-
ed a few weeks after the be-
ginning of the pandemic and 
drive-up Wi-Fi was accessible 
to students and staff, with 
the routers placed either in 
nearby buildings or in cabi-
nets Bell and his team built to 
house them. 

Currently, Bell and his team 
are some of the only members 
of IT still on campus who con-
tinue to work sporadic hours 
on a three-year project begin-
ning prior to the pandemic. 

Their hours can begin as early 
as five in the morning or end 
as late as 10 p.m. Even week-
ends have been sacrificed 
as they continue to update 
switches and wireless access 
points through campus for the 
project in addition to provid-

ing infrastructure support. 
In a different IT depart-

ment, Espey parses through 
tickets for hours at a time, 
ensuring user support. While 
tickets are supposed to be 
scheduled for only 12 hours 
per week, Espey explains that 
he often finds himself work-
ing an additional five to 15 
hours per week over what is 
regularly scheduled.

“We had an important job 
prior to the pandemic, but 
overnight it really became a 
little more important,” Espey 
said. 

While there has been no 
additional hiring to combat 
the added workload, Espey 

and his team have come up 
with solutions to battle the in-
creased calls. A large portion 
of the support has shifted to 
be more indirect, Espey said, 
with limited connect and add-
ed training opportunities for 
common problems.

Bell and Espey are far from 
the only people who have 
witnessed their services shift 
from more direct interaction 
to indirect. 

At Catlett Dining Hall, the 
self-service style buffets of a 
year ago have disappeared. 
Gone, for now, are the days 
where students could stand 
in line, packing food onto 
their plates with the same 
utensils used by the person 
before them. Buffets cause 
cross-contact for germs, so 
the responsibility for piling 
on the food falls to the Hous-
ing and Dining employees.

Lange describes this as 
one of the more challenging 
switches from pre-pandemic 
to now. Additional employee 
time and resources — includ-
ing new food boxes and em-
ployee gloves — are reserved 
for a process that was once 
completed by students.

Though the boxes filled 
with food are compostable, 
Lange says it still tugs on her 
conscience as someone who 
cares for the environment to 
see the amount of waste she 
is creating. While the dining 
halls are doing the best that 
they can under the circum-
stances they are in, Lange said 
it is still difficult to watch. 

As for physical distancing 
behind the counter, Lange 
says that, given the proximi-
ty of the counters, maintain-
ing a full six-foot distance at 
all times is nearly impossible 
when co-workers are con-
stantly moving back and forth 
to change out pans and add 
more food. 

“I will say I have never seen 
a worker with their mask on 
improperly,” Lange said. “But 
it’s almost unavoidable to not 
have six feet between every-
one else.”

Lange also says she wor-
ries more about contracting 
the virus outside of work, 
where mask-wearing is not 
so strictly enforced, and less 
about contracting it at her 
job as an essential worker. 
In fact, despite ensuring the 
cleanliness of common sur-

faces and a continuous flow of 
food for students, Lange said 
she doesn’t even think of her-
self as an essential worker. 

Yet, essential workers come 
in a variety of forms. Prior 
to the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, more than 30 mil-
lion people were estimated to 
be front-line workers accord-
ing to the Center for Econom-
ic and Research policy. Over-
all, more than 2.3 million are 
expected to work in cleaning 
industries. 

The UI is no exception. Of 
the 1,146 students who work 
for University Housing and 
Dining, 992 work in dining — 
nearly 1 in 33 students. 

Custodial services also 
makes up a significant margin 
of UI employees, with 251 peo-
ple currently employed. And, 
for Custodial Group leader 
Bobby Jones, working on the 
front line is something he ad-
dressed as “challenging.” 

Additional changes to the 
job, concerns for himself 
others, and reprioritizing 
certain areas of his job have 
complicated his work. For 
more than 20 years, Jones 
has been employed by the UI 
and currently spends his eve-
nings, from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., 
cleaning the English-Philoso-
phy Building. 

He focuses on primary 
points of contact, such as 
touchpoints and restroom 
cleaning, wiping desks and 
boards, doorknobs and exits 
to keep COVID-19 out of the 
building. 

Over the past year, he has 
witnessed changes to how he 
and his staff clean, adding in 
other germ-deterrents to his 
routine including stickers on 
doorknobs and electrostatic 
air sprayers, but his trusty 
bottle of disinfectant and his 
rag remain a major front-line 
defense against germs. 

As for Jones, his experi-
ences, challenges, and frus-
trations are worth it because 
of one reason — his love for 
his school. As he adjusts his 
bright gold Hawkeye base-
ball cap and leans back in his 
chair, he recounts how proud 
he is to work at the UI. 

“If you love your school as 
much as I do,” Jones said,  “I’ll 
do just about everything I can 
as a frontline person to adapt 
to whatever is necessary to 
get the job done.”

HEROES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

tis as an infant, and listening to 
stories of her mother contract-
ing polio and grandmother 
battling whooping cough and 
scarlet fever, Crossett said re-
ceiving vaccinations has always 
been essential for her family. 

"I grew up hearing these sto-
ries, and when my son was born 
— at that time they go through 
all the vaccines with you — and 
they're like, ‘Do you want the 
meningitis vaccine [for your 
son]?’ and I was like, ‘Absolutely 
yes,’" Crossett said. "There are 
all these illnesses that we don't 
get anymore because there are 
vaccines." 

Clinical Associate Professor 
of Pediatrics and Infectious 
Disease Melanie Wellington, 
who works at University of Io-
wa Hospitals and Clinics, said 
she encourages parents to start 
thinking about their children 
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine 
in the future. 

"If they're sort of worried 
about it and they're not sure 
where they're going to stand 
on that decision, this would be 
a great time to start having a 
conversation with their pedia-
trician or primary care provider 
for their kids," Wellington said.

Most skeptical parents are 
concerned at the speed at 
which experts developed the 
COVID-19 vaccine, Wellington 
said, but the technology is older 
than people may realize.

"Most of the leading vaccines 
out right now are either mRNA 
vaccines or adenoviral vector 
vaccines, and most people don't 
know about them because the 
regular childhood immuniza-
tions don't use those technol-
ogies," Wellington said. "But 
it turns out, mRNA vaccines 
actually have been under study 
for quite a long time ... and 
the first study being done with 
mRNA vaccines started in 1997. 
Adenoviral vector system has 
also been under study for a long 
time."  

Although clinical studies for 

the COVID-19 vaccine in adults 
and children are not as long as 
those for past vaccines, Wel-
lington said the benefits of hav-
ing a COVID-19 vaccine avail-
able to the public outweigh the 
risk of a shorter clinical study. 

"I think a lot of people are 
like, 'Wow, they just made 
this up, and they only have six 
months of data, and how could 
that possibly be safe?' And the 
answer is that the system is 
established. What's new is just 
the target," Wellington said. 
"In both [mRNA and adenovi-
ral vector] vaccines, what they 
eventually do is they tell your 
cell how to make that COVID-19 
spike protein. Getting there is 
something new to most people, 
but it's not new to science in 
the sense that we do have de-
cades of experience with these 
things."

Although some parents 
look forward to the day their 
child can receive a COVID-19 
vaccination, others do not 
find it necessary. Terra Price, 
a mother to four children in 

Cedar County, said she does 
not plan on getting vaccinated 
for COVID-19, and does not 
intend for her children to be 
either.

Price said the only circum-
stance her children would re-
ceive the COVID-19 vaccine is 
if it becomes a required immu-
nization for attending public 
school. 

"My major concern would 
just be the age of the vaccine 
itself. It's brand new. I mean, 
we're talking about a virus that 
is essentially a year old," Price 
said. "While I'm not going to 
say that the virus doesn't exist, 
I don't believe it deserves all of 
the hype that it gets."

On the other hand, Iowa 
City parent Ulrike Carlson said 
that, if her children were will-
ing, she'd be open to letting 
them participate in a pediatric 
vaccination trial.

"If my 14-year-old wanted to 
participate, we would look into 
it, certainly," Carlson said. "I 
think it's very important, and I 
think it's important to be a citi-

zen who would be willing to do 
something like that — because 
not everybody can, of course." 

Moderna launched a vaccine 
trial for children ages 12 to 17 in 
December 2020, while Pfizer 
announced it has finished en-
rolling participants for its trial 
on children ages 12 to 15. 

Carlson said, though her 
children are looking forward 
to receiving a COVID-19 vacci-

nation to regain more ordinary 
school and leisure routines, 
they do remain cautious. 

"I think right now we're still 
so unsure of when kids will be 
vaccinated at all. There hasn't 
really been the sense of when 
it's happening," Carlson said. 
"Like everybody's just kind of 
like 'OK, this is the new nor-
mal,' and so my kids are not 
daring to hope yet."

VACCINE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Syringes for the COVID-19 vaccine lay on a counter at the VA Medical 
Center in Iowa City on Dec. 22, 2020. 

Grace SmithThe Daily Iowan
Dining hall employee, Grace Lange, holds out her hat; part of her dining hall uniform, outside of Catlett Residence Hall at the University of Iowa on March 16.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Custodial Employee Sarah McCain is seen in her office at the Medical Education and Research Center at University of Iowa’s Hospitals and Clinics on 
March 17.

You get to know your people and you just 
want to do everything you can to keep everybody 
safe.

— UI custodial supervisor Sarah McCain

It's quieter because no one is sitting down 
or having conversations with friends or anything.

— Catlett Dining Hall associate Grace Lange
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Atlanta sounds alarm already ringing
The vigil that took place in Iowa City was not only a time to mourn for the AAPI community, but it is also a wakeup call for the world.

BY HANNAH PINSKI
hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu

For the Asian American 
and Pacific Islander com-
munity and myself, the re-
cent vigil in Iowa City was a 
time for us to mourn Asian 
lives lost. For the rest of the 
world, it was a wakeup call.

I sat in front of the Old 
Capitol building, where 
eight sets of bright-colored 
flowers were laid with the 
names of the victims in front 
of them. It started with a 
moment of silence, and I no-
ticed the girl in front of me 
wrapped her arms around 
her body as the names began 
to be read. 

As the moments of si-
lence stretched onward, she 
wrapped her arms tighter 
around her body. It was al-
most as if she was trying to 
hold herself together.

I could tell that was prob-
ably what she was feeling 
because I have felt the exact 
same way this past week. 

I was surrounded by most-
ly students at the vigil, but a 
handful of adults attended, 

too. However, what stood 
out to me was the family that 
sat beside me. 

They were one of maybe 
four on the Pentacrest. A 
mom, dad, son, and daugh-
ter sat together. Both of the 
children didn’t look to be 
more than 7 or 8 years old.  

As organizers invited peo-
ple to speak about their ex-
periences, I noticed the dad 
held on tighter to his daugh-
ter as she sat in his lap. She 
was the textbook definition 
of an innocent child, wear-
ing her hair in two pigtails 
and donning a coat with 
hearts printed on it. 

Yet, she heard raw stories 
about people like her. She 
heard how people were ter-
rified for their families every 
time they left the house for 
the grocery store. She heard 
how women like her grew 
up in a world of sexualiza-
tion and dehumanization 
and begged for the world to 
listen. 

It was almost as if the dad 
tried to protect her from re-
ality, but knew he couldn’t 
because this is the world that 

she has to live in. 
I’m all too familiar with 

this reality because I grew 
up in it. When I attended 
elementary school, I was 
made fun of for my eyes. 
In middle school, other 
kids told me my Korean 
name wasn’t pretty. When I 
reached high school, other 
students viewed me as “ex-
otic” and submissive.

Now, in my early adult-
hood, I realize that we are 
setting the next generation 
up for the same experience.

For the AAPI communi-
ty, this vigil was a time to 
grieve and begin the healing 
process. But for others, they 
finally saw the result of ig-
noring our calls for help.

We need to recognize the 
loss of life that the AAPI 
community experienced on 
March 16 was the price we 
had to pay for the silence of 
others.

One of the speakers said 
they felt like they were living 
in the same fearful and vio-
lent world that their family 
was trying to escape by com-
ing to America. I couldn’t 

help but feel heartbroken 
that we speak out against 
this violence in other coun-
tries, yet we turned a blind 
eye when it’s happening on 
our land.

If we don’t start chang-
ing anti-Asian American 

ideals and racism, that lit-
tle girl is going to grow up 
in the same world the AA-
PI community and myself 
have; a world where she 
will feel invisible, no mat-
ter how loud she screams, 
and where she doesn’t feel 

protected or validated. 
If people don’t listen and 

speak out, we could be set-
ting the stage for her to pos-
sibly pay the same price that 
some had to pay in Atlanta. 

I want nothing more than 
to stop that from happening.

COLUMN

We shouldn’t completely ditch online learning
While virtual learning has been challenging, some things have been incredibly useful and should continue to be used post pandemic.
BY YASSIE BUCHANAN 
yassie-buchanan@uiowa.edu

Continuing to learn through 
a pandemic has proven to be a 
challenging task. However, it 
has also pioneered the way for 
innovative learning methods. 
Asynchronous learning and re-
corded lectures should contin-
ue to be available for students 
beyond the pandemic. 

There are numerous pros 
and cons to online learning. 

The access to learning ma-
terial and flexibility of some 
elements of asynchronous 
learning has been a major ad-
vantage for many students that 
can continue after the pandem-
ic. Professors can easily record  
in-person lectures and hold 
virtual help sessions to work in 
tandem with in-person class. 

Samyukta Karthik, a sopho-
more studying biology and psy-

chology, keeps a packed sched-
ule. Along with her two majors, 
Karthik is a Resident Assistant, 
involved in research, Dance 
Marathon, Student United Way, 
and the Pre-Health Conference 
Planning Committee.  

When asked about the posi-
tives of online learning, Karthik 
said certain aspects of flexibility 
and accessibility benefited her.  

“I think flexibility has been 
one of the largest benefits espe-
cially with classes that are asyn-
chronous, even if they are syn-
chronous there’s not as strict of 
a class schedule, which allows 
you to learn on your own time,” 
Karthik said. 

Accessibility is another nota-
ble benefit with online learning 
with the use of captioning and 
allowing more comfortable 
spaces for more introverted 
students to learn and interact 
in class. 

“Things like pronouns and 
how to pronounce your name 
can be easier to communicate 
in a virtual setting,” Karthik 
said. “Even if I’m a socially anx-
ious or introverted individual, 
online learning is a lot easier 
way for me to interact and learn 

in a space that is comfortable 
and safe.” 

Additionally, Karthik said 
the transition from online to 
in-person learning will be tricky 
to navigate time management. 

“I don’t think I could balance 
the amount of semester hours I 

am taking in a different setting,” 
Karthik said. “Factoring the 
travel time to and from classes 
takes away from the accessibili-
ty of me being able to do various 
things. It also takes away from 
the self-paced learning I have 
adapted to.” 

One of the blessings I have 
found with online platforms 
is the time it affords to explore 
and be involved in an array of 
projects and organizations. I’ve 
also participated in the Quad 
Cities Black Lives Matter sup-
port group with people from all 
over the state of Iowa. Without 
the flexibility of online school-
ing, I wouldn’t have the time to 
participate in this organization. 

Classrooms can find ways to 
maintain this flexibility by of-
fering options for students to 
Zoom in if unavailable to make 
it in person or when sick.  

There’s no reason for stu-

dents to stress about going 
to classes or meetings sick or 
unavailable for other reasons 
when there are plenty of online 
resources that could take over in 
those situations. 

For accessibility, it would 
be beneficial for professors to 
record large lectures. It allows 
captioning which lets students 
have the ability to look back on 
class material.  

Additionally, keeping dis-
cussion pages for students to 
interact virtually is a good way 
to ensure more students have 
the opportunity to engage and 
collaborate with class material. 

Although it will be nice to 
be back in a physical setting 
for class and beyond instead of 
staring at the same screen all 
day, it’s important we are able 
to take some of the positive as-
pects of online learning with us 
post-COVID-19. 

GUEST OPINION

‘Thank you’ from the family of Michael Reaves
After his death at age 54, the family of a former UI basketball player appreciates friends and family for their support as they grieve.

The family of the late Mi-
chael Silvester Reaves, affec-
tionately known as "Mike," 
would like to express our 
heartfelt appreciation to all 
family members, friends, 
neighbors, relatives, and 
intimate acquaintances 
for their love and support 
during our time of bereave-
ment. 

Although Reaves, who 
earned a full four-year bas-
ketball scholarship (1984-
88) to attend the Universi-
ty of Iowa, relocated back 
to Decatur, Georgia, after 
graduating to start his own 

trucking company, his heart 
remained with the UI.

Special thanks to former 
UI men’s basketball head 
coach Tom Davis; John Sh-
reif, former men’s basketball 
athletic trainer; Andy Piro, 
UI assistant athletic director 
& varsity club executive di-
rector; UI Athletic Founda-
tion; Hawkeye Sports Net-
works; and Vicky Long-Hill, 
Des Moines assistant city 
attorney.

Words are inadequate to 
describe the tremendous 
support and financial contri-
butions received from many 

of Mike’s former teammates 
and their families such as: 
B.J. Armstrong, Jeff “Shorty” 
Hill, Michael Morgan, Kevin 
Gamble, Brad Lahaus, Greg 
Stokes, Ed Horton, Kent 
Hill, Bart (Rebeca) Casey, Les 
Jepeen, Chuck Burrell, Ange-
la (Jeff) Moe, Henry Marzette, 
Dwane Cooper, Roland Sim-
mons, Brian Gardner, Lefty 
Moore, Cedric Hill, Rodell 
Davis, and many others.

Thanks to those in Geor-
gia: Emory University Hos-
pital; Freedom Church; Pas-
tor Burnest Glover; former 
Baldwin High School boys 

basketball coaching staff; 
Slater’s Funeral Home; me-
dia networks in Iowa: KCCI 
Channel 8 News; CBS Chan-
nel 2 News; WHO Channel 13 
News and in Georgia: WMAZ 
Channel 13 News; Union Re-
corder newspaper; and all 
of the professional medical 
providers for their love and 
support.

The many acts of kindness 
from all who reached out to 
us continue to be great com-
fort. Thank you.

 — Mary Ann Reaves, moth-
er, and family

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Two students comfort each other during a vigil on Sunday to honor the victims of the Atlanta shootings and advocate for an 
end to anti-Asian discrimination.

Photo Illustration by Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan

Contributed by Iowa Digital Archives
Former Iowa basketball player Michael Reaves (11) sits for a team photo in 1986. 
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Janelle Lutgen placed a minia-
ture glass vial on the counter at 
Jimi B’s Bar and Grill, which was 
filled with gold glitter and a slip 
of paper with the name “Jesse” 
written on it. Lutgen’s son died 
four years ago after rationing 
his insulin, and to keep his spirit 
alive, Lutgen gifts these vials to 
political candidates running for 
office, including then-candidate 
Joe Biden.

“Last year at caucus time, we 
had everybody coming in,” she 
said in an interview last week at 
the northeast Iowa bar. “I had 
the gold vials, and I was able to 
give one to Joe Biden, Pete Butt-
igieg, Amy Klobuchar, Elizabeth 
Warren … But my idea was that if 
anyone was in a position where 
they could do anything, I was go-
ing to talk to them.”

Lutgen, a resident of Bernard, 
Iowa — a town with a popula-
tion of 159 people — turned to 
the Iowa Legislature in 2018 to 
advocate for change after losing 
her son. Now, four years lat-
er, she is hopeful that a couple 
of key bills will finally make it 
through the finish line.

While state lawmakers can’t 
directly lower the price of pre-
scription drugs, such as insulin, 
lawmakers are considering two 
bills that would remove some 
barriers for people trying to ac-
cess the life-saving medication.

Lutgen lost her 32-year-old 

son Jesse in 2018 after he ra-
tioned insulin used to treat his 
Type 1 diabetes. He lost his job 
and employer-provided health 
insurance and could no longer 
afford to properly treat his dis-
ease. 

“I think part of the problem is 
that big pharma and the insur-
ance industry have a big lobby-
ing effort, and we have to try to 
break through that and have our 
politicians remember who they 
work for,” Lutgen said.

House File 262 would allow 
a pharmacist to fill a 30-day 
quantity of insulin without a 
prescriber’s authorization in an 
emergency situation, and House 
File 263 would cap co-pays for in-
sulin prescriptions at $100. Both 
bills were approved unanimous-
ly by the Iowa House in February 
and were voted out of a Senate 
subcommittee on March 17.

For people with Type 1 diabe-
tes, insulin is a life-saving drug 
that needs to be taken regularly, 
or else a patient will die. It’s not a 
drug that allows wiggle room for 
skipping or rationing doses. 

When you need insulin, you 
need insulin.

According to GoodRx, an 
American health care company 
that provides telemedicine ser-
vices, the average sale price of 
insulin before insurance is any-
where between $100 and $400 
per vial. The average Type 1 di-
abetic will use two to three vials 
of insulin per month. A Type 2 
diabetic might use around six 

vials a month.
An analysis from PolitiFact 

Iowa found that discounts on in-
sulin wildly vary from vendor to 
vendor, and business practices 
from pharmacy benefit manag-
ers, manufacturers, and health 
plans have played a key role in 
the rising costs. 

There are some early projec-
tions and research studies that 
indicate that the COVID-19 pan-
demic has increased the number 
of uninsured and underinsured 
Americans. A study from the 
Commonwealth Fund found 
that uninsured Americans are 
more likely to use older and 
less-effective brands of insulin 
because they are most afford-
able. According to the Septem-
ber 2020 study, 68 percent of 
uninsured Americans are more 
likely to pay the full price of in-
sulin.

In 2019, a bill allowing a phar-
macist to fill a 30-day quantity 
of insulin without a prescriber’s 
authorization passed the Iowa 
House but was not taken up in 
the Senate. Lutgen had been 
working with her area lawmak-
ers to get that bill passed, but 
in 2020, she said the COVID-19 
pandemic uprooted any room 
for prescription drug reform in 
Iowa.

Current Iowa law allows for 
someone to receive a 72-hour 
quantity of prescription drugs 
without a prescriber’s authori-
zation in an emergency, but that 
law does not extend to Epi Pens, 

inhalers, or insulin. Those drugs 
are packaged in much larger 
quantities and are not packaged 
in three-day doses.

State Sen. Liz Mathis, D-Hi-
awatha, said at a March 17 sub-
committee hearing for the bill 
allowing emergency insulin 
refills that one of her neighbors 
supplied her son with a month’s 
worth of insulin before he went 
to college in Ames, but he left the 
insulin in his car overnight. It 
froze and became unusable. 

“So, this [bill] would be ben-
eficial in his case, that he would 
be able to go and say, ‘this is what 
happened’... his mother wanted 
to rip his hair out, but other than 
that, he wasn't able to get that ex-
tra prescription at the time. And I 
think this bill would cover some-
thing like that,” Mathis said.

State Rep. Steven Bradley, 
R-Cascade, introduced the emer-
gency insulin bill this year in the 
House, and Rep. Tom Jeneary, 
R-Le Mars, introduced the bill 
that caps co-pay prices. During a 
Feb. 8 floor debate, both Repub-
licans emphasized the bipartisan 
support these bills have received 
over the last few years, and en-
couraged lawmakers to move 
them forward this year.

Aaron Todd, CEO of the Io-
wa Primary Care Association, 
said providing affordable in-
sulin is one of the nonprofit 
association’s biggest jobs. The 
association  operates 14 com-
munity health centers in Iowa 
with the purpose of providing 
affordable health care to people 
in underserved communities. 
The association receives funding 
from both the state and federal 
sources.

Todd said a patient who qual-
ifies for the 340B Drug program 
can get a vial of insulin for as low 
as $6. Patients qualify for the 
program if they regularly go to 
the facility and are at or below 
the poverty line.

The Iowa Legislature does not 
have the ability to pass legisla-
tion that would force pharma-
ceutical companies to lower the 
cost of drug prices. That reform 
has to come from the federal 
government.

Action on the federal level

In 2019, Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, and Sen. Ron Wyden, 
D-Ore., launched an investi-
gation into the rising prices of 
insulin. Grassley and Wyden, 
who both sit on the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, released their 
findings in January of this year, 
finding that competing insulin 
manufacturers will sometimes 
raise their prices in lockstep with 
other companies, sometimes 
within hours. 

In 2019, committees in the 
U.S. House and Senate held 
hearings that featured testimo-
ny from some of the country’s 
leading insulin manufacturers, 
such as Eli Lilly, Novo Nordisk, 
and Sanofi. The companies 
claimed that they were not able 
to lower the price of prescrip-
tion drugs, like insulin, be-
cause of how pharmacy benefit 
managers and health insurance 
companies operate.

Todd said Iowa’s Republi-
can senators — Grassley and 
Joni Ernst — have been good 
allies to them in Congress, and 
that both have advocated for 
and sponsored legislation that 
would strengthen the 340B Drug 
program, along with other bills 
aimed at lowering prescription 
drug costs. But, Todd said, the 
pharmaceutical industry is one 
of the biggest lobbying indus-
tries in the country, so it’s been a 
tough battle.

“We would love for people to 
know that the pharmaceutical 
industry is attacking one of the 
few affordable prescription drug 
programs that is working,” he 
said.

Ernst’s two siblings are in-
sulin-dependent, and during a 
March 14 conference call with re-
porters, she said she hopes Con-
gress will consider Grassley’s 
bipartisan bill that aims to lower 
prescription drug prices.

“I think it's really important 
not only to keep the pharma-
ceutical companies in check, but 
also the pharmacy benefit man-

agers, which are the middlemen 
that oftentimes are the ones that 
are determining what drug or 
what cost should be passed on 
to the insurance companies and 
those consumers,” Ernst said.

Lutgen did not seek reelection 
for her position as the Republi-
can Party chair in Jackson Coun-
ty, a position she held for five 
years. She said it was time for 
someone newer and younger to 
take over, and Lutgen said that 
she can now spend more time as 
an insulin-for-all advocate.

She voted for former Presi-
dent Donald Trump in 2016, and 
when she did an interview with 
The Daily Iowan in 2019, she said 
she was proud to say that Trump 

had pledged to lower prescrip-
tion drug prices in his 2019 State 
of the Union Address.

Now, in 2021, Lutgen is dis-
appointed with the inflamma-
tory language some Republicans 
use online, along with the fact 
that more headway hadn’t been 
made in Congress in lowering 
prescription drug prices.

She said that while she voted 
for Trump again in 2020, she’s 
often had to remind herself why 
she’s a Republican — being pro-
life is extremely important to her 
— but she said that she has lost 
some trust in the government. 

“I had to do a little soul search-
ing, and on Facebook I just start-
ed snoozingpeople — I don't 
want to hear it,” she said, refer-
ring to how she would unfollow 
people on Facebook to avoid see-
ing their posts.

Lutgen said that there’s been 
instances where she’s corrected 
people who claim that Biden has 
raised insulin prices. She also 
said that she received some flak 
from fellow Republican Party 
members when she was meet-

ing with Democratic presiden-
tial candidates leading up to the 
2020 general election. 

Lutgen says that while the U.S. 
is divided along political lines, 
she wants to work with lawmak-
ers who she thinks will be able 
to make a difference, whether 
they are Republican or Demo-
crat. She also said that she wants 
legislators to be able to trust that 
she’s giving them factual infor-
mation when she lobbies for in-
sulin-for-all legislation.

“I’m a Republican, but truth is 
the truth. I can't advocate for my 
cause based on lies,” she said. “Be-
cause I feel like when I talk to a leg-
islator, they have to trust me that 
I'm going to tell them the facts.”

A long battle for reform
Insulin prices have remained sky-high through the pandemic, and insulin-for-all advocate Janelle Lutgen

is hopeful the Iowa Legislature will finally alleviate some barriers.
BY JULIA SHANAHAN
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu 

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Jesse Lutgen's ashes sit in an urn on a shelf in the home of his mother Janelle alongside photographs and 
other items including a Chicago Cubs' world series has and a Make America Great Again hat.  At the time in 
2019, Janelle served as the chair of the Republican Party and said she believes that insulin prices are not a 
partisan issue.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Janelle Lutgen poses for a portrait at Jimi B’s Bar and Grill in Bernard on 
March 14. Lutgen’s son Jesse died after financial struggle forced him to 
ration insulin. Now, Lutgen works to provide free insulin to all.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
An insulin vial filled with glitter and a piece of paper with the word "Jesse" is seen on Monday. Lutgen passed 
out vials with her son's name to all of the presidential candidates who visited Iowa during the caucuses, 
including now-President Joe Biden.

Infographic by Paige Ho
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Bookmobile hits the streets again
The Iowa City Public Library is reopening for limited browsing and the city’s mobile library is back in action.

BY MADDIE JOHNSTON
madjohnston@uiowa.edu

The well-loved library-
on-wheels, Iowa City Public 
Library’s Bookmobile, has 
returned from its months-
long hiatus and is back on the 
streets.

Sam Helmick, community 
and access services coordi-
nator at the Iowa City Public 
Library, said the Bookmobile’s 
services are needed now more 
than ever. The Bookmobile, 
Helmick said, is one of the li-
brary’s greatest tools for out-
reach and connecting with 
the community, and serves 
to establish the library’s pres-
ence in the community out-
side its physical location.

“It's very difficult for com-
munities that struggle with 
transportation and mobili-
ty to be able to come down 
to the downtown library,” 
Helmick said. “And then, if all 
you can do is pick up holds at 
this time because of the pan-
demic, and you can't browse 
and enjoy programs outside 
of the virtual space, it's much 
easier if we can come to you.”

Face masks and social dis-
tancing will still be required 
when in line or near the Book-
mobile. Physical browsing 
is not yet allowed inside the 
enclosed space, so the Book-
mobile staff members place 
items on the pickup table out-
side and offer a selection of 
donated books for browsing 
for visitors to take home. The 
books require no library card 
for checkout.

“It's been remarkable,” 
Helmick said. “Last Tuesday, 

we had a dozen people in the 
first hour and folks waiting 
for us as we pulled up.”

The library was forced to 
scale back in services to mit-
igate the spread of COVID-19 
last March. It reopens today 
for limited browsing, pub-
lic computer use, printing, 
and library card sign-up and 
renewals. This will be the 
fourth phase of the library’s 
reopening plan, with its fifth 
and final step being full ac-
cess to browsing and library 
services.

The library immediately 
swung into virtual program-
ming a year ago as COVID-19 
cases rose sharply in Iowa. 
Since then, it has offered 
curbside checkout and relied 
on digital resources like Libby 
and Canopy.

The library staff also quick-
ly began crafting what they 
called their “ICPL COVID-19 
Reopening Guidelines,” a 
firm rubric documenting 
COVID-19 benchmarks the 
library needed to hit before 
its limited reopening. Car-
man said waiting for Iowa’s 
COVID-19 transmission rates 
to decline below 5 percent 
was the most difficult bench-
mark to wait for.

“We're all library people 
who work here. We're not 
scientists... but we were do-
ing a lot of research — we 
love that part of it — and we 
came up with this [reopen-
ing plan] and then vetted it, 
both through Johnson Coun-
ty Public Health, the library 
board voted in support of 
it, and we, of course, shared 
copies and versions of it 

with the city administration 
to make sure that it aligned 
with everybody else's plans,” 
Carman said.

The library will go forward 
enforcing limited capacity, 
face masks, and social dis-
tancing. Helmick said the 
staff has done their best to 
create a safe environment 
with plexiglass and limited 
furniture, and will ask peo-
ple to browse in a purposeful 

manner, so the library can 
have as many people as pos-
sible throughout the day for 
equitable access.

“We're just absolutely ex-
cited to see folks, and wel-
come them back into their 
library,” Helmick said. 

Carman said visitors can 
expect to see many fresh 
books and other materials to 
borrow, as well as updates to 
the library’s physical space, 

like a fresh paint job and 
removal of most furniture. 
Computer sessions will be 
available to patrons in hour-
long time slots. 

“I think the vast majority 
of staff are just thrilled with 
the idea of finally getting a 
little bit back to work that we 
love, which is serving peo-
ple,” Carman said. “It's been 
a really odd year, we hope 
we're coming to the close 

of it, but every step of the 
way we had users who were 
excited about the develop-
ment, who maximized what 
was available through the 
library, and that has made 
it so much more fun, and so 
much more interesting, and 
really kept the feeling of ser-
vice alive. So, we're incredibly 
grateful that our commu-
nity has stayed with us, and 
we can't wait to see folks.”

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa City Public Library's Bookmobile is seen on March 18 in the Hy-Vee parking lot, 812 S. 1st Ave, one of many locations. Library patrons can 
place a book on hold and pick it up from the bookmobile.

Public Art Program launches artist registry
A new online registry from the Iowa City Public Art Program aims to give local artists more exposure.

BY PARKER JONES 
parker-jones@uiowa.edu

Iowa City’s Public Art Pro-
gram has opened submissions 
for Iowa City’s first official on-
line artists registry. 

The registry is an online da-
tabase where art-seekers can 
find and contact local art or-
ganizations as well as various 
individual artists who live, 

perform, or display their work 
in Iowa City. The database can 
be found through the Iowa 
City Public Art website. With 
no entrance fee for artists or 
costs for browsers of the data-
base, the resource will be valu-
able for the art community, 
said Public Art Program Coor-
dinator Marcia Bollinger. 

The database was initially 
conceptualized two years ago 

during a Public Art Advisory 
Committee strategic plan-
ning meeting. Bollinger ex-
plained that one of the goals 
established was to work close-
ly with local artists regarding 
art opportunities, as well as 
to provide a way for the pub-
lic to have easy access to local 
talent, including painters, 
graphic designers, writers, 
actors, musicians, and more. 

The registry will be used 
to contact artists about pub-
lic art opportunities funded 
through the Iowa City Public 
Art Program, Bollinger said, 
adding that she hopes it will 
garner increased exposure 
to local artists. The database 
launched in early February, so 
it’s still a fairly new endeavor, 
she said. 

“The registry just started 

accepting submissions about 
a month ago, so it’s hard to tell 
at this time how effective it 
will be in connecting the pub-
lic with local artists or even 
local arts organizations with 
local artists,” Bollinger said. 

Because of the large influx 
of applications, the Public Art 
Program is still working on 
putting all the newly accepted 
artists into the website at this 

time, Bollinger said. A search 
bar will allow users to find 
who has been registered, as 
well as their contact informa-
tion, website, and examples of 
their work. 

For some, it will provide a 
unique and valuable resource 
for artists who have lost busi-
ness during the COVID-19 
pandemic, though the regis-
try is still new and not many 
have received connections, 
said local painter Jeanne Moy. 

The artist said she stum-
bled onto the registry through 
a local neighborhood forum. 
Moy usually sells her work in 
person, and was affected by 
the lack of customer traffic 
during the pandemic. She 
said she believes the registry 
will aid in increasing local art-
ists’ visibility online. 

“Getting one’s work locally 
seen can be very helpful,” Moy 
said. “I am encouraged to see 
a free source for artists to get 
their work out to the public.” 

To become part of the reg-
istry, artists must submit a 
simple application indicating 
their medium and showing 
an example of their work. For 
arts businesses and organiza-
tions, the process is similar. 

Katie Roche, development 
director for the Englert The-
atre, also noted the ease of the 
submission process. She said 
the registry will be particu-
larly useful in bringing more 
exposure and partially make 
up for the business that the 
Englert lost during the pan-
demic. 

“This registry will definitely 
help artists to make connec-
tions, especially during a time 
when we aren't networking at 
shows,” Roche said. “I think 
artists and audiences will 
emerge hungry from this time 
of isolation. I hope that this 
list helps to blow the scene 
up and get people connected 
with some art.”

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
Photo Illustration by Jeff Sigmund.
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BY TATIANA PLOWMAN
tatiana-plowman@uiowa.edu

In late September 2020, 
AppleTV made a $40 mil-
lion purchase to acquire 
the rights to Cherry.  On 
March 12, 2021, Cherry 
released for AppleTv sub-
scribers to see the unfold-
ing of the mostly autobi-
ographical novel written 
by The New York Times  best 
selling author Nico Walk-
er. 

Cherry   is an American 
crime drama film starring 
Tom Holland, who plays 
“Cherry,” an Army veter-
an who goes on a robbing 
spree to support his opi-
oid addiction. He relies 
on his college sweetheart 
Emily, played by Ciara 
Bravo, to be his partner in 
crime through it all. 

Holland has had his 
fair share of more ma-
ture roles including Arvin 
Russel in The Devil All The 
Time,  but he is mostly 
known for his portrayal of 
Peter Parker in the Marvel 
Spiderman  movies and his 
animated performances 
voicing characters for On-
ward  and Spies in Disguise. 
Holland’s commitment to 
the role of Cherry is ad-
mirable, but his innocent, 
fresh face makes it a bit 
hard to believe the true 
grittiness of the charac-
ter.

Unfortunately, Bravo’s 
character lacks the proper 
development for audienc-
es to attach to her strug-
gles and story. The script 
eliminated all redeeming 
qualities, making her fall 
into the stereotypical, 

sad, drug-addicted girl-
friend with no motivation 
trope. 

The film was directed 
by Anthony and Universi-
ty of Iowa alum Joe Rus-
so. Together, they are best 
known for their direction 
of Marvel movies includ-
ing Avengers: Endgame. 
However, their first film 
post-Avengers was sadly a 
let down. 

The highly stylized ap-
proach did not quite work 
for this type of film. The 
lighting was obnoxious-
ly flashy, constantly and 
rapidly highlighting cer-
tain characters and ac-
tions. My eyes grew tired 
after watching for an 
hour. While this direc-
torial style was success-
ful for an action-packed 
superhero movie, it was 

not needed for a film with 
this material. 

The Russo Brothers do 
too much within this one 
film, trying to combine 
themes of a young-bud-
ding romance, a bloody 
war story leading to trau-
ma, opioid addiction, a 
string of bank robberies, 
and an entire prison sen-
tence. Each theme feels 
like a completely separate 
movie and falls into ste-
reotypical genre tropes, 
making it extremely hard 
to call it one cohesive 
film.

To attempt to sell the 
film’s overall message of 
the dangers of addiction 
and crime, every scene is 
drowned with slow mo-
tion action and intense 
operatic music. Were the 
vomit, needles, and blood 

not enough? A two-and-
a-half hour over-stylized 
film is not for everyone. 

Would I recommend 
Cherry  to anyone? Not 
quite, unless you want 
to see what the Russo 
Brothers’ directorial 
style looks like without 
the pre-established 
and loved superhe-
ro characters, an 
enormous bud-
get, and a feel-
good story. 

 

THURSDAY 03.25

FILM

FRIDAY 03.26

WEEKEND EVENTS

•  KEVIN BURT,  7:30 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE & DIVE 
 

MUSIC

REVIEW OF THE WEEK: Cherry

Girl Power Anthems 

BY PARKER JONES
parker-jones@uiowa.edu

On April 2, Concrete Cowboy will round 
up audiences with a soulful and heartfelt 
story on Netflix. 

Initially premiering at the 2020 Toron-
to Film Festival last September, the West-
ern drama film focuses on the story of a 
rebellious 15-year-old boy from Detroit 
named Cole, who is sent to live with his 
estranged father in Philadelphia for the 
summer. While staying there, he is im-
mersed in the northern Philadelphia ur-
ban cowboy subculture, and eventually 
finds a much-needed sense of belonging 
within the little-known group. 

Based on the 2009 novel Ghetto Cowboy 
by Greg Neri, the film is the first fea-
ture-length project directed by filmmak-
er Ricky Staub. Adapted for the screen by 
Staub and writer Dan Walser, the origi-
nal novel is a fictionalization of the real 
life Fletcher Street Urban Riding Club, a 
group of urban African American horse 
riders. The coming-of-age film features 

Stranger Things star Caleb McLaugh
lin as 15-year-old Cole, and Idris Elba 

as Harp, Cole’s father. Additionally, Jhar-
rel Jerome, Byron Bowers, and hip hop 
music artist Method Man play three cow-
boys named Smush, Rome, and Leroy re-
spectively. Lorraine Toussaint is also cast 
as a character named Nessie, though not 
much has been revealed of her character 
yet. 

After the film’s festival debut, critics 
were quick to rave about the emotional 
performances and surprisingly well-di-
rected cinematography for it being 
Staub’s first full feature, according to re-
view aggregator Rotten Tomatoes, where 
the film scored a “certified fresh” 77 per-
cent. However, some critics note that the 
delivery of the story’s morals are “slick 
but subdued,” according to a review from 
The Guardian.

Whatever the case may be, the film 
is sure to bring a unique light to an of-
ten-overlooked corner of Black culture, 
and ultimately move audiences through 
an uplifting story. 

SONG ARTIST ALBUM

Run The World (Girls) Beyoncé 4
Woman Kesha Rainbow

God is a Woman Ariana Grande Sweetener
Whole Lotta Woman Kelly Clarkson Meaning of Life

Confident Demi Levato Confident
Good as Hell Lizzo Cuz I Love You

Me and Bobby McGee Janis Joplin Pearl
my future Billie Eilish Single

Girl on Fire Alicia Keys Girl on Fire

Green Light Lorde Melodrama
Man! I Feel Like A 

Woman!
Shania Twain Come On Over

6 Inch Beyoncé Lemonade
Mother’s Daughter Miley Cyrus SHE IS COMING 
Tears Dry On Their 

Own
Amy Winehouse Back To Black

When We Were Young Adele 25

Mercedes Benz Janis Joplin Pearl
9 to 5 Dolly Parton 9 to 5 And Odd Jobs

Last Girl Soccer Mommy Clean
Summertime Sadness Lana Del Rey Born To Die — The 

Paradise Edition
Therefore I Am Billie Eilish Single

SHUFFLE

YOUR WEEKEND PLAYLIST

TOM HOLLAND A
S C

H
E

R
R

Y

THIS WEEK IN STREAMING

•  BLACK LIVES ON SCREEN: PROGRAM OF WORKS BY T.J. DEDEAUX-
NORRIS, 7 P.M. ONLINE EVENT, PRESENTED BY THE UI CINEMATIC ARTS 
DEPARTMENT

Concrete Cowboy

In the words of Éowyn from Lord of the Rings: 
Return of the King, “I am no man.” It’s Women’s 
History Month, and DI arts has constructed 
a playlist filled with music from the world’s 
most badass female artists.

SATURDAY 03.27 SUNDAY 03.28 

• SIRENS OF THE FIELD, 8 P.M., ONLINE EVENT, PRESENTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF 
IOWA THEATRE DEPARTMENT

THEATER
•  BELLY OF THE BEAST SCREENING,  5 P.M., ONLINE EVENT, PRESENTED BY THE 
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

FILM

•  BOBBY MCCLENDON, 10 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE & DIVE, 211 IOWA AVE  
MUSIC •  THE PEOPLE BEFORE THE PARK,  8 P.M., ONLINE EVENT, PRESENTED BY THE 

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA THEATRE DEPARTMENT
 

THEATER

80 HOURS 7 
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 1 Option in a classic taste test
 6 Beat out
10 In vogue
13 “___ moi le déluge”
14 Greeting in an inbox
15 Political commentator Navarro
16 Portrayer of Carla Tortelli on “Cheers”
18 “Full Frontal With Samantha Bee” network
19 Fraternity party container
20 “Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip” co-star
22 Can alternative
24 Squeaker or squealer
25 Least bit
26 Do some whining and whinging about
28 “The Lion King” antagonists
30 Doctor with an eponymous “slip”
31 Bygone copies
34 Hula hoops or fidget spinners, once
35 Huggies, e.g.
37 Aladdin’s mischievous sidekick
40 “No need to worry about me”
41 Start of a toast
43 & 46 Together with the circled letters, 
 playground keep-away game
47 Relative of a cor anglais
48 Slugger’s stat
50 Filming locale
51 Cause of a comedic slip
55 Group featuring Dr. Dre, Eazy-E and Ice Cube
57 Med. care option
58 Where idols might be placed

61 Actor McKellen
62 Medal-worthy mettle
63 Coral component
64 General whose good name has been
  battered?
65 Animals found in 16-, 20-, 35-, 51- and 
 58-Across
66 Bottomless expanse�
 
 

 1 Place name in Monopoly
 2 Fleeting things
 3 Had drinks before going out, informally
 4 Blue expanse
 5 AOL, e.g.
 6 Stylish flair
 7 “Phooey!,” only stronger
 8 ___ school
 9 ___ Turnblad, role for Divine in “Hairspray”
10 Talk trash about
11 Still under development
12 “Never-ending” offerings at Olive Garden
14 Columnist Bombeck
17 Get paid
21 Pizzas, e.g.
23 Who just cracked this clue
26 One who likes every one of your Insta posts,
  say
27 Social media request
28 2013 title role for Scarlett Johansson

29 Mario’s dinosaur sidekick
31 World leader with a distinctive jacket
32 Stock market debut, for short
33 ___ B or ___ C of the Spice Girls
36 Standoffish
37 With passion
38 Metropolitan ring roads
39 Manipulate
40 Seller of Uppland and Ektorp sofas
42 Proofers, for short
43 Order from Tony Soprano, e.g.
44 Former White House family
45 Sharp rejection
46 Salsa option
48 Some auctioned autos
49 The missing letters in _UDW_IS_ _
52 Emmy-winning science series
53 Take ___ (snooze)
54 Lightish
56 Where edelweiss grows
59 Antipollution org.
60 Weep audibly

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 2

  Across

Down

No. 0217

MAY 21-SEPT 10

JULY 10, AUG 21
& SEPT 11

Bringing people
together in the

heart of Iowa City
to experience, 

learn about,
and enjoy free

arts and cultural
programs.

summeroftheARTS.org

http://www.summerofthearts.org
http://theatre.uiowa.edu
http://www.dailyiowan.com/2020book
http://www.grifolsplasma.com
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going to make that jump. 
There’s no guarantee they will, 
but in Daviyon’s case, it was this 
last season very clearly.” 

Since the 2020-21 college 
football season concluded, Nix-
on has been training in Pensac-
ola, Florida, for the NFL Draft, 
which is slated for April 29 to 
May 1 in Cleveland.

 Nixon said he has been trying 
to get faster this offseason, with-
out cutting weight.

At Iowa’s pro day, Nixon was 
officially listed at 313 pounds. 
He ran the 40-yard dash in 4.90 
seconds and the 20-yard shuttle 
in 4.70.

“None of the questions I get 
are uncomfortable for me,” 
Nixon said about the long NFL 
interviewing process. “I answer 

them truthfully and just keep 
going. A lot of coaches have 
asked me a lot of things about 
[junior college] and how I came 
out this year and things like that. 
There’s never been a doubt in 
my mind about my athletic abil-
ity, about my playstyle, and how 
I can make a change on a team 
and make the team different 
and better.”

According to the Des Moines 
Register, ESPN NFL Draft ana-
lyst Mel Kiper Jr. said it doesn’t 
look like Nixon will be a first-
round pick. Kiper believes Nix-
on will likely be a second-round 
selection, and at worst, a third 
rounder.

“A lot of coaches are telling 
me film wise they need more 
consistency throughout my film 
and things like that,” Nixon said. 
“Other than that, a lot of coaches 
tell me that they like me, like my 
playing style, how I move, how I 
carry myself, my character.” 

NIXON
CONTINUED FROM 12

Nijziel anchors field hockey defense
The defender from the Netherlands has grown both on and off the field to become a key cog in Iowa’s solid back line.

Jeff Sigmund/Daily Iowan
Michigan Forward Sarah Pyrtek works to move the ball around Iowa defenders Anthe Nijziel (6) and Harper 
Dunne (23) during a field hockey game between Iowa and Michigan at Grant Field on March 15. 

BY BENJAMIN PALYA
benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu

This season, Iowa field hock-
ey’s defense has been stellar un-
der seventh-year head coach Lisa 
Cellucci. Thanks in large part to 
the efforts of junior defender 
Anthe Nijziel, Iowa has only sur-
rendered four goals in its first 
seven games.

Since she arrived in Iowa City 
in 2018, Nijziel has been in Cel-
lucci’s starting lineup.

The first game and start of 
Nijziel’s Hawkeye career came 
against then-No. 14 Wake For-
est, and she did not disappoint.

Nijziel and the Hawkeye de-
fense gave up just one goal in 
what amounted to a 2-1 Iowa 
win. 

That game proved to be a 
tone-setter for the entirety of 
the Hawkeyes’ 2018 campaign, 
as Iowa would go on to hold its 
opponents to 1.10 goals per game 
for the remainder of the season.

The following season, Nijziel 
once again started in all of Iowa’s 
games, helping the Hawkeyes 
hold their opponents to 1.23 
scores per game on 6.14 shots per 
contest.

Despite the quick start to her 
career in the Black and Gold, 

Nijziel has continued to make 
strides on the field throughout 
her career.

“Every part of her game, her 
tackling, her individual defense, 
and her distribution, has gotten 
better and better,” Cellucci said. 
“To cap that with her fitness 
and physical presence as she’s 
just gotten stronger and faster 
— that’s made a world of differ-
ence.”

Nominated as one of this 
year’s team captains, Nijziel has 
become a leader off the field as 
much as she is on the field.

“She’s a great leader on and 
off the field, and she has a voice,” 
sophomore midfielder Soffie 
Stribos said. “Her passing ability 
is amazing, and also her organi-
zation. She’s a really big strength 
of this team and we wouldn’t be 
where we are today without her. 

Nijziel has been an offensive 
threat too — especially during 

penalty corners. The Eindhoven, 
Netherlands, native finished the 
2019 season with 13 points to her 
name, including six goals and an 
assist — good for seventh-best 
on the Hawkeyes’ roster.

Nijziel said she developed her 
competitive edge at a young age, 
when she played field hockey 
against her brother.

Nijziel comes from a field 
hockey family. Both her parents 

played field hockey, and her fa-
ther coached her until she was 12 
years old.

“It was always very competi-
tive because we would play field 
hockey in the streets and it was 
always really fun to play togeth-
er,” Nijziel said. 

Nijziel has earned her fair 
share of individual honors at 
Iowa. Last season, Nijziel was 
named to the All-Big Ten sec-
ond team and the National Field 
Hockey Coaches Association’s 

All-West Regional team.
Nijziel has carried her 

award-winning momentum 
into the 2020-21 season too, as 
she has already claimed Big Ten 
Player of the Week honors on 

one occasion.
For Nijziel, however, individ-

ual awards will never be as satis-
fying as team victories.

“I don’t really focus on those, 
I just want to focus on the team 

and get better every day with 
the team,” Nijziel said. “I try to 
focus more on the team than 
on those awards because those 
awards are also more like team 
trophies.”

Every part of her game, her tackling, her 
individual defense, and her distribution, has gotten 
better and better.

— Head Coach Liza Cellucci

This was by far the best sea-
son of McCaffery’s 11-year te-
nure as Iowa’s head coach. It 
is probably the program’s best 
season since the Tom Davis era.

“You always feel a little bit 
empty when your team loses 
and you’re eliminated,” McCaf-
fery said Monday. “But I tried 
to stress the incredible amount 
of positive things that happe-
ned, the great things we ac-
complished this year, the great 
things we have accomplished… 
I wanted them to know how 
much I appreciate them; how 
proud I am of them, and how 
much I love them.”

But while Iowa accompli-
shed so much this season, at 
the same time, a lot of what 
teams are remembered for is 

what happens in March. And 
Iowa exited the big stage early.

The Iowa men’s basketball 
program hasn’t been to the 
Sweet 16 since March of 1999. I 
wasn’t even born yet. This was 
supposed to be the Hawkeye 

team to advance to the second 
weekend of the tournament. 
Instead, its season is over, and 
it ended in a familiar place.

This was supposed to be the 
season for Iowa. The season the 
team won its first Big Ten regu-

lar-season championship since 
1979. The season it won more 
than one game in the tourna-
ment.

The potential of this team 
was so high that Monday’s 
loss, at least for the time being, 
overshadows all that was ac-
complished beforehand.

“To come here again and 
fall short again and not being 
able to get to the Sweet 16 and 
beyond, that’s heartbreaking,” 
Garza said. “... I just feel bad 
that I wasn’t able to lead this 
team to where it needs to go, 
and we did a lot of really, real-
ly good things this year, and it 
just hurts that we weren’t able 
to do it when it mattered most, 
and that’s something that’s 
going to haunt me forever.”

Yes, this past season was 
one of the most successful in 
program history. But it’s what 
could have been that leaves a 
bitter taste behind.

EXIT
CONTINUED FROM 12

Sam Owens/IndyStar via USA TODAY Sports
regon Ducks guard Chris Duarte (5) attempts to shoot the ball over Iowa 
Hawkeyes center Luka Garza (55) during the second round of the 2021 NCAA 
Tournament on Monday at Bankers Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis, Ind.
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for the 2010 class, committed to 
North Carolina. That’s when the 
fandom started for Clark.

“He was probably one of the 
best basketball players the state 
has ever seen on the men’s side,” 
Clark said.

In high school, both Clark and 
Barnes played for the All-Iowa 
Attack — an AAU team based out 
of Ames. While Clark’s time with 
the Attack came after Barnes’, 
she still noticed his impact on the 
club.

“There was a big display at the 
original All-Iowa Attack gym that 
had all his McDonald's All-Amer-
ican jerseys, and his shoes, his 
basketballs, his awards,” said 
Brent Clark, Caitlin’s father. “So, 
I’m sure that had a bit of an influ-
ence over her. He was someone 
she looked up to and aspired to 
be similar to him.”

Now, as the 2021 Big Ten 
Freshman of the Year and the 
leading scorer for an Iowa team 
that advanced to the Sweet 16 
of the NCAA Tournament with 
an 86-72 victory over Kentucky 
on Tuesday, Clark has the op-
portunity to impact prospective 
players like Barnes — who is 
now with the NBA’s Sacramento 
Kings — impacted her.

“I should probably paint my 
room black and gold now,” Clark 
said. 

Becoming a Hawkeye

Clark quit softball in fifth 
grade. 

Not just to focus on basket-
ball, but because she became too 
strong on the diamond. It was 
too easy for her, and too hard for 
everyone else.

“She got a little frustrated be-
cause she was talented, so she 
had to play up a couple years,” 
Brent Clark said. “And even then 
… playing shortstop, the girls 
would have a hard time catching 
her throws.”

She instead turned her atten-
tion to the All-Iowa Attack, con-
tinuing through the club until 
she graduated from Dowling 
Catholic High School. Clark also 
continued to play soccer, collect-
ing All-State honors her first two 
years on her high school team 
before she left the sport after her 
sophomore year.

Clark’s recruitment started 
before she even stepped foot on 
a high school court. The summer 
before her freshman year, her 
high school coach, Kristin Meyer, 
was fielding calls from top Divi-
sion I schools.

Clark’s freshman year of high 
school was also Meyer’s first year 
at Dowling Catholic. It was an in-
teresting one for Meyer.

Per NCAA recruiting proto-
cols, schools are not allowed to 
contact a player or their family 
directly until their junior year 
of high school. So, the first two 
years of Meyer’s coaching career 
were filled with calls about her 
standout point guard.

“I had never coached such a 
high-profile player before,” Mey-
er said. “I started getting phone 
calls, like, in August before her 
freshman year, from some top-10 
ranked teams, so that was just a 
little bit eye-opening for me. Es-
pecially her freshman and sopho-

more years, it was non-stop.”
But Clark’s parents wanted 

their daughter to have as normal 
of a childhood as she could and 
regulated her recruitment as 
much as possible.

“My wife and I just thought, 
obviously you can’t put this type 
of burden on a young girl,” Brent 
Clark said. “So, I, myself, talked 
to a lot of coaches over the course 
of time. I don’t think it was until 
Caitlin’s sophomore year that 
she actually started having many 
direct conversations on the tele-
phone or in person with coach-
ing staffs.”

Some prospects have that one 
school that is their end-all, be-all 
–– if they got an offer from that 
school, there’s no discussion on 
if they’re going to go. That wasn’t 
the case for Clark.

In a time where many elite 
high school athletes commit to a 
school in their sophomore year, 
the 6-foot point guard waited 
as long as she could, announc-
ing her commitment to Iowa in 
November 2019, right before the 
beginning of her senior season at 
Dowling Catholic.

“I had never quite understood 
the rationale of committing as 
a freshman, or even as a sopho-
more,” Brent Clark said. “…We 
really encouraged her to keep 
her options open and visit other 
schools that are not in the Mid-
west.”

The Clark family visited 
schools all around the country — 
on the West Coast, they toured 
Oregon and Oregon State, in the 
south, the Universities of Texas 
and Florida. The east coast fea-
tured Duke basketball, and in 
the Midwest, Clark had a flurry 
of options — including the in-
state trio of Iowa, Iowa State, and 
Drake, along with Notre Dame 
and Creighton.

Visiting schools close and far 
put everything in perspective.

“We tried to give her a sense 
of what it would be like, if you 
live in the south, the west coast, 
or somewhere out east,” Brent 
Clark said. “You can’t get in a 
car, and we can’t get in a car and 
come see you on the weekend 
either.”

While Meyer had a hand in 
helping Clark choose her future 
school, the coach wanted to 
make sure that Clark made the 
decision on her own.

“We had conversations fre-
quently, especially when she 
was narrowing it down from all 
schools to top-10, and then she 
narrowed it down to top-three,” 
Meyer said. “But when talking 
with athletes I try to ask more 
questions than give feedback. 
So, after she went on a college 
visit somewhere, I’d just ask her 
‘What did you like? What did 
you not like?’ Just to be able to 
give her a chance to talk through 
some of her thoughts.”

For the Iowa recruiting staff, 
it meant waiting the long game.

“We knew that she was the 
special one,” Iowa associate head 
coach and director of recruiting 
Jan Jensen said. “We knew that 
everyone was going to be coming 
to our state and wanting her, and 
we knew we had to get through 
our own state too, with the great 
universities [Iowa State and 
Drake] here.

“I think we always understood 
that it was a marathon. And 
it ended up being the week of 
signing … A lot of kids decide by 

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark goes for a layup during the second round of the NCAA women's basketball championship against No. 4 Kentucky on  March 23  at the Bill Greehey Arena at Saint 
Mary's University in San Antonio, Texas. 

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark shoots a basket during the second round of the NCAA women's basketball championship 
against No. 4 Kentucky on March 23 at the Bill Greehey Arena at Saint Mary's University in San Antonio, Texas. 

their sophomore year now, but 
with Caitlin you could just feel 
how their approach was — they 
weren’t in a hurry, and we just 
knew that we were going to have 
to withstand a whole lot.”

With offers from top schools  
like Oregon, Duke, and Notre 
Dame — who was the defend-
ing NCAA champion when she 
decided on a school — Clark, the 
nation’s No. 4 recruit, decided to 
stay in her home state, a program 
that has never seen a national ti-
tle and had not been to the Final 
Four since the 1992-93 season.

“I think one of the biggest 
things for me [choosing Iowa] 
was that it was so close to home,” 
Clark said. “It’s an hour-and-
45-minute drive, so not too far 
and not too close … Iowa State 
is a little closer, maybe too close. 
And just the ability to come in 
and make an impact right away 
with [former Iowa point guard] 
Kathleen [Doyle] graduating and 
going to the WNBA I thought I 
could step into that point guard 
role and earn that.

“I wanted to go to a program 
where I could take them back 
to the Final Four, do something 
special that maybe hasn’t been 
done in a while.”

Jensen said, in recruiting, 
the Hawkeyes used their lack of 
championships as the “difference 
maker” for Clark, and ultimately 
treated her like any other recruit.

“We weren’t going to be able 
to say what Connecticut and 
Notre Dame and the Stanfords 
were going to sell,” Jensen said. 
“We did it the same that we’ve 
done with every kid we’ve ever re-
cruited. It’s really ‘This is who we 
are, this is what we believe in.’ A 
team culture, positive, everybody 
matters, we care genuinely about 
who we are as people first, and 
players second. The difference 
that we were from the Stanfords 
and the Notre Dames is that this 
was a different challenge, and we 
just let that be known.”

Confidence is key

It’s Dec. 9, 2020, and the fourth 
quarter of the annual Cy-Hawk 
matchup between Iowa and Io-
wa State women’s basketball is 
in progress. The Hawkeyes are 
down, 80-79, with just 22 seconds 
left in the game. 

Enter Caitlin Clark.
In just her fourth game as a 

Hawkeye, Clark hurled a step-
back 3-point shot from four feet 
behind the men’s 3-point line 
to sink the final, game-winning 
shot for Iowa to overtake Iowa 
State, 82-80, for the fifth year in 
a row.

“If you’re going to shoot it, you 
better be confident,” Clark said. 
“That’s kind of what I tell my-
self — honestly, I like shooting 
those shots. Whenever I shoot it, 
I think it’s going in unless it’s re-
ally off. But when it goes in, I get 
pretty excited. I may not show it, 
but it feels good, for sure.”

Throughout the rest of the 
season, no game was truly com-
plete without a signature Clark, 
exceedingly-long, 3-point shot.

Clark hit multiple 3-point 
shots from the Nebraska logo 
on the way to a record-break-
ing 39 points at Pinnacle Bank 
Arena in Lincoln on Feb. 11. Her 
career-high night helped the 
Hawkeyes pick up an 88-81 win 
over the Cornhuskers.

Her almost-immediate com-

fort on the court can be credited 
to her teammates, who she said 
made her feel at home before she 
even stepped on campus.

“I think that’s kind of one 
thing that the Iowa program re-
ally prides itself on, is our culture 
and our family we have here,” 
Clark said. “I remember all the 
girls reaching out to me while 
we were still at home … It’s truly 
a family and we all care about 
each other and I think that’s what 
makes it so great.”

Clark needed to make an im-
mediate impact in order to re-
place 2020 Big Ten Player of the 
Year Kathleen Doyle at the point 
guard position. To her team-
mates, she’s done it perfectly.

“We definitely needed a point 
guard and a leader to step up 
right away after Doyle had left,” 
Clark’s teammate, forward McK-
enna Warnock said. “And I think 
she’s done a great job of that … I 
think we all, right off the bat, re-
alized how good she was. I think 
we all just embraced her and 
trusted in her. And she trusts us.”

Shots from the Tigerhawk 
logo on Mediacom Court at 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena became 
normal for Clark, whether her 
coaches liked it or not.

“She decides [to take those 
shots] on her own most of the 
time,” head coach Lisa Bluder 
said. “I’m willing to have her do 
that at times, not all the time, but 
at times, because she can do it. I 
mean, she’s excellent at it, so why 
not, right?”

But when Clark is having a 
hot night, the court is her play-
ground.

“When she’s in rhythm, she’s 
unbelievable,” Bluder said.

And Clark is no stranger to big 
stages — even before she came 
to Iowa City, Clark played on a 
U16 and U19 Team USA women’s 
basketball team, winning inter-
national gold medals both times.

“She thrives in big moments, 
on big stages,” Meyer said.

A record-breaking freshman 
year

Through the end of just her 
first season on the team, Clark 
has broken more records and 
gathered more awards than she 
can count.

After winning 13 of the 16 

Big Ten Freshman of the Week 
awards on the season, Clark was 
named the conference's Fresh-
man of the Year. She also led 
the league in women’s basket-
ball with five Player of the Week 
honors, but was beaten out by 
Michigan’s junior forward Naz 
Hillmon for the Player of the Year 
award.

But the awards don’t stop in 
the Big Ten. Clark, the nation’s 
leader in points and assists this 
season, was also a four-time U.S. 
Basketball Writers Association 
national freshman of the week. 
She’s been named to the Na-
ismith late-season watch list, one 
of two freshmen out of 11 players 
up for the prestigious Naismith 
Player of the Year award. 

After being left off the original 
Nancy Lieberman top-25 list, an 
award given to the best wom-
en’s basketball point guard in 
the country, Clark made her way 
into the top 10 on Feb. 1. Clark 
and UConn point guard Paige 
Bueckers are the only freshmen 
on the list.

Clark has broken many of Io-
wa women’s basketball’s fresh-
man records.

In the Hawkeyes’ 111-93 loss 
to Maryland on Feb. 25, Clark 
put up 32 points to surpass the 
freshman scoring record, which 
former Hawkeye Jamie Printy set 
in the 2009-10 season with 501 
points.

But, during the season, Clark 
can’t keep up with the accolades, 
and focuses instead on the bigger 
picture.

“I don’t really know about 
breaking records or whatnot,” 
Clark said. “I obviously don’t 
keep track of anything like that …
Overall I’m just focused on win-
ning, and I think that’s just my 
focus going into every game. I’m 
not like, ‘Oh my gosh, I need to 
score 30 points.’”

In Iowa’s last regular-season 
game at Carver-Hawkeye Are-
na, an 83-75 win over Nebraska 
on March 6, Clark eclipsed the 
600-point mark — the first time 
in Iowa women’s basketball his-
tory that a freshman dropped 
600 points in a season.

She’s the fifth Hawkeye to 
achieve that mark in a season, 
and joins the likes of Megan 
Gustafson, who reached it in the 
2016-17, 2017-18, and 2018-19 sea-

CLARK
CONTINUED FROM 12

sons. Gustafson currently holds 
the Iowa scoring record with 
2,804 points during her career, 
and Clark is well on her way to 
breaking that record.

And Clark is only going to get 
better.

“I still have four years to go,” 
Clark said. “So, I think there’s a 
lot of things that can still happen. 
I think we’re only at the begin-
ning, and there’s so much room 
for me to improve, for this team 
to improve, and I think even bet-
ter and better is coming.”

The future

Clark holds the same jersey 
number, 22, as Kathleen Doyle. 
Doyle, who graduated in 2020, 
was drafted 14th overall by the 
Indiana Fever in the 2020 WNBA 
draft.

As Clark follows in Doyle’s 
footsteps through Carver-Hawk-
eye Arena, she has WNBA aspira-
tions of her own.

“That’s definitely my goal, for 
sure,” Clark said. “I think the 
WNBA will only get better and 
better before I leave, and hope-
fully I’ll get drafted to play there. 
That’s my goal, but there’s so 
much room for me to improve 
before I get there, and obviously a 
lot of things for me to accomplish 
here at Iowa as well.”

After her first year away from 
home, her parents have seen not 
only how she’s grown as a basket-
ball player, but as a newly-inde-
pendent adult.

“They had to report in June, 
and Caitlin was excited to go 
and meet new people, but you’re 
more or less on lockdown from 
the moment you’ve gotten there 
[because of COVID-19],” Brent 
Clark said. “I think her maturity 
level has been noticeable, I think 
her discipline, and I think her 
commitment to following the 
rules and the regulations ... have 
been remarkable.”

Clark’s professional potential 
was evident before she joined the 
Hawkeyes.

“I think just her floor vision ... 
is already at an elite level that a lot 
of other players don’t quite have 
that timing, vision, or passing 
ability,” Meyer said. “I think she’s 
tall enough for a guard to be able 
to hold her own, and her shoot-
ing ability will only get better. So, 
if that’s something she chooses 
to do, and I hope she does after 
her career at Iowa … She loves 
the game so much that I think it 
would be hard for her to not play 
if she wanted to, and I think it’s a 
good challenge for her.”

Even if she doesn’t go into pro-
fessional basketball, Clark will 
face a flurry of options after her 
time at Iowa –– she could go into 
coaching, or even sports broad-
casting.

“Quite frankly, I could see her 
eventually, when her playing ca-
reer ends, coaching,” Brent Clark 
said. “Coaching would be a really 
great avenue for her. She under-
stands the game, her IQ is so high 
that I think that would suit her 
well … maybe it’s broadcasting 
in sports, things like that. I think 
the opportunities for women just 
continue to expand on a yearly 
basis, and the sky’s the limit.”

Like Gustafson and men’s bas-
ketball center Luka Garza, Clark 
could see her No. 22 retired at the 
end of her time in Carver-Hawk-
eye Arena.

Even if her number is retired, 
Clark said it wouldn’t go without 
recognizing the efforts of those 
who wore the number before her 
— Doyle and Samantha Logic, 
who competed for the Hawkeyes 
from 2011-15, recording six career 
triple-doubles.

But before Clark looks too far 
into the rafters, she has one goal 
in mind.

“First of all,” Clark said, “I hope 
there’s a Final Four banner hang-
ing before my jersey.”
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On to the Sweet 16

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark does a layup during the first round of the NCAA women’s basketball championship against 
Central Michigan on Sunday at the Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas. The Hawkeyes defeated the Chippewas, 87-72. 

The Iowa women’s 
basketball team 
toppled No. 4 
seed Kentucky 
to advance to 
the Sweet 16 
of the NCAA 
Tournament.

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Kentucky guard Blair Green runs after an Iowa pass during the second round of the NCAA women’s basketball 
tournament between No. 5 Iowa and No. 4 Kentucky on Tuesday at the Bill Greehey Arena at Saint Mary’s University.

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa assistant coach Abby Stamp and guard Kate Martin hug after the second round of the NCAA women’s basketball championship against No. 4 Kentucky on Tuesday at the Bill Greehey Arena at Saint Mary’s University in San 
Antonio, Texas. The Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats, 86-72. No. 5 seed Iowa will play in the Sweet 16 on Saturday.

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark passes the ball during the first round of the NCAA women’s basketball tournament against Central Michigan on Sunday at the 
Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas. The Hawkeyes defeated the Chippewas, 87-72. 

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Kentucky forward Keke McKinney and Iowa forward Monika Czinano fight for the ball during the second round 
of the NCAA women’s basketball championship between No. 5 Iowa and No. 4 Kentucky on Tuesday at the Bill 
Greehey Arena at Saint Mary’s University in San Antonio, Texas. The Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats, 86-72. 
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BY ISAAC GOFFIN
isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

The start of defensive tackle 
Daviyon Nixon’s Hawkeye career 
was fairly uneventful.

The Kenosha, Wisconsin, na-
tive transferred to the Univer-
sity of Iowa from Iowa Western 
in Spring 2018 and redshirted 

during Fall 2018.
In his first full season as Hawkeye in 2019, 

Nixon played 13 games and accumulated three 
sacks.

In 2020, Nixon played in just eight games, as 
the Big Ten Conference didn’t start playing foot-
ball until October because of COVID-19.

Despite the shortened schedule, Nixon still 
had his best statistical season as a Hawkeye, 
leading the Big Ten with 13 tackles for loss.

Nixon also recorded 5.5 sacks, an intercep-
tion, and a touchdown. Nixon’s interception 
and touchdown came on the same play, as the 
313-pound defensive lineman intercepted a pass 
from Penn State quarterback Sean Clifford and 
proceeded to return the football 71 yards to the 
end zone.

Nixon’s impressive 2020 campaign earned 
him unanimous consensus All-America honors.

“I feel like the 2020 season was really good 
for me,” Nixon said. “Especially for me and this 
organization with the numbers that I have out 
there. Just in-game, football wise, I really wasn’t 
really shooting for any numbers, just playing 
just to win and so if I’m able to go out in the NFL 
next year and produce those same numbers, 
probably even bigger numbers, that would be 
great for me.”

According to Hawkeye head coach Kirk Fer-
entz, the growth Nixon underwent from the mo-
ment he arrived in Iowa City in 2018 to the time 
he decided to go pro can’t be overstated.

“Just a really big leap,” Ferentz said. “And you 
see that happen with some players sometimes. 
That’s why you just never know if a guy’s work-
ing hard, has a good attitude, you just never 
know what’s going to happen or when they’re 

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

INDIANAPOLIS — This was supposed to be the 
season for the Iowa men’s basketball program.

And by “the season,” I mean this team wasn’t sup-
posed to end its season with a 95-80 loss to seven-
th-seeded Oregon in the second round of the NCAA 
Tournament.

Heading into the 2020-21 season, the Hawkeyes 
boasted the best player in the country, All-American 
center Luka Garza, returning to the lineup. And with 
Joe Wieskamp (a future NBA player), Jordan Bohan-
non (now the program’s all-time leader in 3-pointers 
and assists), and the team’s deep bench, Iowa had its 
best roster in decades.

Expectations were high. Like Big Ten Champions 
and NCAA title contenders high.

But now that we’ve reached the end, was the season 
a success?

Well, it’s complicated. I can see the rationale for 
both the “yes” and “no” side of that question.

Fran McCaffery’s team accomplished a lot in the 
most unique men’s college basketball season I will 
ever see (hopefully). More on that later. At the same 

time, the deep tournament run that this team was ca-
pable of never happened.

I think Garza said it best.
“I felt like this was a team where our season wasn't 

supposed to be over [in the second round of the tour-
nament],” Garza said Monday. “That's upsetting to 
me because everybody in that locker room worked so 
hard to be able to get back to this moment, and it's 
upsetting that we couldn't be able to excel and win 
the game. That's obviously the most upsetting thing.”

To say Iowa’s season wasn’t successful is harsh.
Iowa’s No. 5 ranking in the preseason AP poll was 

its highest in 65 years. And the team stayed in the 
top-10 for all but one week of the season. The Haw-
keyes won 14 games in the toughest conference in the 
country (well, at least before the tournament started) 
and earned a No. 2 seed in the tournament, their best 
since 1987.

Garza became the program’s all-time leading sco-
rer and has earned a seemingly endless number of 
accolades for the second season in a row.

And all this happened as a pandemic raged in the 
background. 

An early exit
This year’s Hawkeye team accomplished a lot, but its season wasn’t 

supposed to end in the second round of March Madness.

 Nixon was named a 
unanimous consensus All-
American after an impressive 
2020 season. 

Nixon 
preps for 
draft

“It’s so surreal that it 
kind of just all hit me at 
once that this is the last 
time that I’ll put on this 
jersey. That hurts a lot.”

- Senior center 
Luka Garza 
on playing his 
last game as a 
Hawkeye

5
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BY CHLOE PETERSON
chloe-peterson@uiowa.edu

Caitlin Clark grew up in the Hawkeye State, and now wears the 
Black and Gold for the Iowa women’s basketball program, but her 
childhood bedroom in West Des Moines is still painted baby blue.

The freshman point guard was a North Carolina fan growing 
up, and while she’s taken the flurry of posters down, the colors have 
stayed the same.

“I was super obsessed,” Clark said. “My whole room was decked out 
in Carolina. I had my mom repaint it baby blue and navy, just because 
I loved them so much. I got these North Carolina stickers; a huge 

North Carolina basketball above my bed.”
When Clark was still in elementary school in 2010, Harrison 

Barnes was dominating on the court of Ames High School, just an 
hour away from her hometown. Barnes, the ESPNU No. 1 recruit 

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark dribbles toward the basket during the second round of the NCAA women's basketball championship against No. 4 Kentucky on March 23, at the Bill Greehey Arena at Saint Mary's University in San 
Antonio, Texas. The Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats, 86-72. No. 5 Iowa will go on to play the winner of tonight's 8 p.m. game between No. 1 UConn and No. 8 Syracuse in the Sweet Sixteen starting on Saturday.

Sam Owens/IndyStar via USA TODAY Sports
Iowa Hawkeyes center Luka Garza (55) hugs guard CJ Fredrick (5) after their 95-80 loss against the Oregon Ducks during the 
second round of the 2021 NCAA Tournament on  March 22 at Bankers Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis, Ind.

SEE CLARK, 10

Alaric Jackson no longer 
a vegan

Former Iowa football offen-
sive tackle Alaric Jackson has 
officially weaned off a vegan 
diet he took up ahead of his 
final college football season in 
2020-21.
The offensive tackle an-
nounced that he had gone 
vegan at a preseason press 
conference in October. 
At a video conference with 
reporters after Iowa football’s 
2021 pro day Monday, Jackson 
said he has dropped the vegan 
diet.
 Jackson added that his current 
weight is about 320 pounds.
“I felt like [the diet] helped 
me a lot, honestly,” Jackson 
said. “I got a lot of my strength 
back. I’m more fluid in my 
movements as well. I didn’t 
miss a step. I think it went real-
ly well for me.”
The Pro Football Network has 
Jackson projected to go to the 
Pittsburgh Steelers at pick No. 
217 in the 2021 NFL Draft.
Jackson also participated in 
the Reese’s Senior Bowl in Mo-
bile, Alabama, in January.
With the 2021 NFL Scouting 
Combine canceled, Iowa’s pro 
day may have been Jackson’s 
last chance to impress NFL tal-
ent evaluators.

SEE NIXON, 9

HAWKEYE UPDATES

QUOTE OF THE DAY

STAT OF THE DAY

Nixon

COLUMN

Positive COVID-19 tests 
recorded by UI Athletics for 
the week of March 15.

‘The special 
one’Freshman point guard Caitlin Clark 

quickly became one of the most dominant 
players in women’s college basketball.
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