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Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city 
news, weather, and Hawkeye 
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dailyiowan.com.

 Education 
    bills flood 
       Legislature

BY BRIAN GRACE
brian-grace@uiowa.edu

A flood of bills aimed to regulate how education institutions can 
operate were introduced in the Iowa Legislature this year, with some 
key bills surviving the March 5 legislative deadline, allowing the bills 
to move forward.

In order for a bill to advance through the session, it must be ap-
proved by at least one full committee in either the state House or Sen-
ate. The Republican majority can choose to call a vote at any time to 
resurrect a dead bill, however.

Republicans in both the House and Senate introduced a variety of 
measures specifically targeting public universities and K-12 schools 
and their intersection with the federal First Amendment, with the 
motivating factor being the protection of speech that Republican leg-

islators have deemed is under attack.
House File 496, initially introduced in the Senate by Sen. Brad 

Zaun, R-Urbandale, is one such bill that passed the March 5 deadline. 
Opposed by the public university presidents and nearly 30 academic 
associations, the bill proposes ending faculty tenure at Iowa regent 
universities. Zaun did not respond to The Daily Iowan’s multiple re-

Republican 
members 

of both the 
House and Senate 

are pushing for more 
legislation targeting state 

universities while Democratic members 
see the legislation as a waste of time.
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Prof pens toxic shock book
Patrick Schlievert chronicled his research on toxic shock syndrome.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
The old capitol is seen on March 6.

BY SAMANTHA MURRAY
samantha-l-murray@uiowa.edu 

Toxic shock syndrome made its way to the 
public eye in 1980, helped by what University of 
Iowa Professor Patrick Schlievert calls a “media 
blitz”, when he called news outlets with informa-
tion on the syndrome. At the time it wasn’t rec-
ognized by national health organizations.

Schlievert accepted a faculty position at the 
University of California-Los Angeles in 1979 
when he began studying different toxins, even-
tually finding toxin-1, the principal cause of tox-
ic shock syndrome. 

The now-professor of microbiology at the UI 
has recently released a book chronicling his ex-
perience in researching, publicizing, and push-
ing for regulation with the condition called 
“What Was I Thinking? Toxic Shock Syndrome.”

“This is why I publicized [toxic shock syn-
drome] — so every woman would know what the 
symptoms were and what to ask their physician,” 
Schlievert said. 

According to the Mayo Clinic, toxic shock syn-
drome is a bacterial infection. While it can occur 
in anyone despite age or gender, about half of the 
cases occur solely in menstruating women amid 
their use of tampons and other devices such as 
menstruation cups. Symptoms include diarrhea, 
fever, rash, confusion, and seizures. 

The condition wasn’t prioritized by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, the 
National Institutes of Health, or the Food and 
Drug Administration in 1980, so Schlievert took 

his case to the media. That year, 814 women de-
veloped what became known as toxic shock syn-
drome, and 38 died from it. 

Toxic shock syndrome soon became the sec-
ond biggest news event at the time, Schlievert 
said, after the Iran Hostage Crisis. 

“But [health organizations] weren’t even in-
terested in it back then, and so I thought that 
was really inappropriate,” Schlievert said. “So, I 
just continued doing my thing, talking to all the 
national news media, everybody.”

Schlievert found that high absorbency tam-
pons released a large amount of oxygen and air 
into the vagina, a typically anaerobic part of the 
body, which are key ingredients in producing 
toxic shock syndrome. One tampon, Rely, was 
removed from the market after federal officials 
identified it as a primary cause of toxic shock 
syndrome.

“In 1984, I finally got all of the highest absor-
bency tampons off the market because of a Kan-
sas City court case called Ogilvy versus Interna-
tional Playtex,” Schlievert said. 

In his research published in the early 2000s, 
Schlievert found that for every 100,000 women 
who use tampons, three to four would develop 
toxic shock syndrome in a year. But if caught 
early, toxic shock syndrome can be treated.

Women’s health has historically been under-
funded and under researched, according to the 
Guardian. The NIH did not require women to be 
included in medical studies until 1993. According 

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Professor Patrick Schlievert displays his new book “What Was I Thinking?” on March 1. “The American public to me is 
who I do my research for. Period,” he said.
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Students qualify 
for stimulus checks
Eligible households could 
qualify for an additional $1,400 
per dependent, which includes 
students under the age of 24. 

Provost | Biased 
professors ‘outliers’ 
Kevin Kregel talks path forward on 
free speech bills and strategic plan.

BY NATALIE DUNLAP
natalie-dunlap@uiowa.edu  

College students claimed as dependents will be includ-
ed in the next round of stimulus checks, once President 
Joe Biden signs the $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief package. 

In the COVID-19 relief bill passed by the U.S. Senate 
over the weekend, taxpayers are eligible to receive the 
largest stimulus check of the pandemic yet — and, this 
time, a wider group of dependents will qualify for addi-
tional payments. The House is expected to finalize a vote 
on Tuesday. 

Under the current proposal, a single taxpayer would 
be eligible for up to $1,400, and for couples filing joint re-
turns, they would be eligible for up to $2,800. The house-
holds would then be eligible for an additional $1,400 for 
each dependent. In this bill, dependents now include 
17-year-old children and adult dependents, which can 
include elderly relatives, disabled individuals, children 

BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu 

Newly permanent Provost and Executive Vice Presi-
dent Kevin Kregel told The Daily Iowan in an interview 
that some bills in the Iowa Legislature targeting higher 
education were aimed at a tiny fraction of campus in-
teractions. 

Several bills that would alter how Iowa’s public uni-
versities operate have been introduced into the Iowa 
Legislature, including a bill that would eliminate tenure, 
which passed a key legislative deadline over the week-
end, and another that would’ve polled professors on 
their political preferences, which did not advance. 

Leaders at each state institution have condemned the 
proposal to eliminate tenure, which would leave Iowa 
without an incentive to keep talented and productive 
faculty members from leaving for other institutions 
with stronger protections for academic freedom.

According to university demographics, there are more 
than 1,400 tenure or tenure-track faculty members and 
about 2,400 total faculty members. While the UI hears 
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Iowans with preexisting 
conditions to be eligible for 
COVID-19 vaccine
Iowans with preexisting health 
conditions will be eligible for the 
vaccine effective March 8.
According to a press release from 
the Iowa Department of Public 
Health sent last week, individ-
uals 64 years old and younger 
with medical conditions that may 
cause increased risk for COVID-19 
will be eligible for the vaccine on 
Monday. The release said the ex-
panded eligibility comes as Iowa 
counties have reported that they 
are nearing completion for vacci-
nating previous priority groups. 

UI COVID-19 NUMBERS
Number of self-reported cases for 
COVID-19
Students: 2 new cases, 3,015 
to-date
Employees: 2 new cases, 447 
to-date

New cases as of March 3, 2021

Source: UI COVID-19 campus update

Go to dailyiowan.com 
to read more.
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Motorcycle Tips: Parking
• University motorcycle permits allow 
motorcycles, mopeds and scooters to 
park in all University motorcycle lots.

• Always park in motorcycle lots;
not bike racks or other areas.

• Going home for the summer?
Take it with you or get a summer permit. 

transportation.uiowa.edu

R U N N I N G  T O W A R D S  F R E E  H E A L T H C A R E

B E N E F I T I N G  T H E  I O W A  C I T Y  F R E E  M E D I C A L  C L I N I C  
&  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  I O W A  M O B I L E  C L I N I C

I N S T A G R A M
@UIDOCDASH

F A C E B O O K
@DOCDASH

STUDORG-

DOCDASH
@UIOWA.EDU

DOC DASH 2021 WILL BE 100% VIRTUAL
RUN AT YOUR OWN PACE, AT ANY TIME OF THE DAY!

Registration Fee: $20
Includes a free t-shirt if you 
register before April 10th

TAKING PLACE
MAY 1ST – MAY 9TH

SUBMIT YOUR RACE TIMES AT 
UIDOCDASH.COM

Doc Dash 5k
Carver College of Medicine

Individuals with disabilities are 
encouraged to attend all University of 
Iowa-sponsored events.  If you are a 
person with a disability who requires 

a reasonable accommodation in 
order to participate in this program, 
please contact Samantha Ziemba in 

advance at 319-384-1725 or at
Samantha-ziemba@uiowa.edu

to the Society for Women’s 
Health Research, the default 
body is still a male body.

Wilmara Salgado Pabón 
is an assistant professor of 

microbiology at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison. From 2011 to 2019, 
she worked at the UI with 
Schlievert as a research advi-
sor and later as chair of the 
department when she be-
came an assistant professor. 

Salgado Pabón also stud-

ied toxic shock syndrome, 
looking into infective endo-
carditis. When she worked 
at the UI, she said, Schlievert 
used to share his stories 
about his time researching 
toxic shock syndrome.

“You talk to people about 
how big of a deal it was back 

in the 80s to really get the 
story straight, to save wom-
en from this,” she said. “Back 
then there were no guide-
lines on absorbency. There 
were — there are still, actu-
ally — all sorts of misunder-
standings about what caused 
the disease.”

younger than 19, and students 
younger than 24.

This means households 
with college students who are 
claimed as dependents will be 
eligible for additional money 
in their stimulus check.

The CARES Act autho-
rized sending $1,200 checks 
in March 2020, and the IRS 
issued another round of stim-
ulus checks, this time in the 
amount of $600, in December 
2020. Households could quali-
fy for more money if they were 
supporting children under the 
age of 17. 

“I’m really pleased that we 
were finally able to update the 
definition of dependents for 
the direct payments included 
in the American Rescue Plan,” 
said Rep. Cindy Axne, D-Io-
wa, in a statement to The Daily 
Iowan. “Families that are still 
financially supporting their 
children over the age of 16, in-
cluding adult dependents who 
may rely on their parent’s care 
because of a disability, are no 
less deserving of the support 
that we’ve included in this 
bill and I’m glad that we’re 
expanding the definition of 
dependent to fix this for this 
round of payments.”

While many Iowa students 
are studying remotely in their 

parents’ home, Axne said, in-
cluding them as dependents in 
the bill accurately reflects how 
many students are living. 

Sarah Frank, a lecturer of 
economics in the Universi-
ty of Iowa Tippie College of 
Business, said these stimulus 
checks have a dual purpose of 
helping families who are strug-
gling while also injecting more 
money into the economy. 

“When a family gets a stim-
ulus check, especially the lower 
the income of an individual, 
the more likely they are to turn 
around and spend it. And so, 
not only does that family bene-
fit from being able to buy food 
or clothes or rent, but when 
that money has been spent, 
there’s what we call a multi-
plier effect,” Frank said. “So, if 
people are more likely to go out 
and buy clothes, clothing stores 
make money and pay their em-
ployees and it sort of multiplies 
through the economy.” 

Though their parents would 
be the ones directly receiving 
the checks, several students 
said they could make use of the 
stimulus money if the bill pass-
es out of the Senate. 

Jack Groepper, a sophomore 
at Iowa State University, start-
ed working in a dining hall in 
January of 2020. After students 
were sent home last spring, 
he received a one-time pay-
ment from ISU of $215, which 
Groepper said would have tak-

en him two to three weeks to 
make given his hours. 

He said he would use stim-
ulus money to pay off debt and 
housing costs. 

“I would consider myself 
more of a progressive, so I’ve 
been in favor of expanded ... 
benefits, expanding the stimu-
lus checks to $2,000 and mak-
ing sure that everyone gets 
those, including dependents,” 
Groepper said.

Groepper said, overall, the 
federal government hasn’t 
been productive or consistent 
enough with financial assis-
tance. 

Caitlin Bradley, a sec-
ond-year pre-business student 
at the UI, said her parents 
have kept their jobs during the 
pandemic, but it was hard for 

her to find employment when 
she moved out of their house 
in August and into an apart-
ment. She started working at 
Orscheln Farm and Home in 
November.

Bradley said she is fortunate 
her parents are helping sup-
port her through school, and 
if she had access to a stimulus 
check, she would spend some 
of it on basic items and allow 
her parents to spend the rest.

“It would probably go to-
ward basic things that I have 
had a hard time paying for, 
like car payments textbooks, 
groceries and gas and all that 
kind of stuff,” Bradley said.

The U.S. House plans to 
approve the bill on Tuesday, 
and then it will go to President 
Biden for his signature.

about instances of potential 
bias periodically, Kregel said, 
“we address those very clearly 
and point out to the individu-
als what the expectations are, 
remind them, and we move 
forward.”

“So that’s 2,400 individuals 
with their own opinions, their 
own perspectives,” Kregel said. 
“There’s always going to be an 
outlier, there’s going to be one 
incident a semester, for exam-
ple, but in general, our faculty 
walk into the classroom, and 
you’ve probably experienced 
this, that they are fair and ob-
jective in how they deliver the 
content in the classroom set-
tings.”

Moving forward, Kregel said 
the UI must continue to en-
gage with lawmakers.

“I think that the bills you 
pointed out clearly would be 

either not feasible or really un-
tenable for the university,” Kre-
gel said, referring to the tenure 
bill and another that would’ve 
polled professors on their po-
litical affiliation. “And we made 
those points with the state 
Legislature and certainly work 
with the Board of Regents to 
help educate legislators.”

Strategic plan 

Kregel was appointed to 
serve as interim provost in Ju-
ly 2020, and the UI announced 
he would step permanently 
into the role in February. 

Under his tenure, the UI 
is looking to develop its next 
strategic plan for the universi-
ty for the years 2021-27. Kregel 
said the focus of the UI’s next 
strategic plan will be to “build 
the university and focus the 
university strategically to be a 
destination university.”

Kregel is a co-chair of a 
yet-to-be-announced strate-

gy team to compose the next 
strategic plan, which will 
be implemented beginning 
in July 2022. According to a 
February media release, the 
strategy group will include 
representatives from faculty, 
staff, central administration, 
collegiate deans, UI Health 
Care, and the UI Center for 
Advancement. 

The UI is developing its 
strategic plan as it’s also 
searching for a new president 
of the university. According to 
the search committee’s tenta-
tive timeline, the state Board 
of Regents will select a new 
president by the end of April. 

Kregel said the UI would fo-
cus on the “broader bedrocks” 
for the university to be set be-
fore a new president takes the 
helm. Administrators received 
collegiate and unit strategic 
plans March 1, Kregel said, and 
will be spending the next sev-
eral months pulling common 
threads of those plans to create 
a university-wide plan before 
having campus discussions 
and town halls in late fall and 
early spring. 

“So, there will be certainly a 
window of time, not only for 
the new president, but for the 
entire campus to provide feed-
back in these drafts of what 
we’re building,” Kregel said. 

For Kregel, focusing on the 
UI as a destination university 
means focusing on what the 
UI is good at. 

“And so, what that means in 
my mind, is to identify those 
really strong programs on 
campus,” Kregel said. “What 
makes the University of Iowa 

unique to attract students in 
a variety of settings, makes us 
a really attractive opportuni-
ty for students from a variety 
of backgrounds, a variety of 
regions, but with a variety of 
interests?” 

One example, he cited, is 
the university’s writing pro-
grams. The Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop has produced more 
than a dozen Pulitzer Prize 
winners, and from 2013-17 ac-
cepted a lower percentage of 
applicants than Harvard. 

The UI began crafting its 
strategic plan last year, but 
paused because of the pan-
demic. The UI hopes to bring 
a strategic plan to the regents 
in spring 2022.

For funding the strategic 
plan, Kregel pointed to the 
UI’s public/private partner-
ship, a deal which is expect-
ed to bring the university $15 
million each year from a $1 
billion, 50-year deal in which a 
private company operates the 
university’s utility system. 

UI President Bruce Harreld 
has touted the public/private 
partnership as a method to 
fund priorities in the face of 
declining state funding and an 
expected nationwide decline 
in college-age students. At a 
speaking event this fall, Harreld 
said he was looking at other 
potential partnerships, though 
nothing was set in stone yet.

“Right now, there’s nothing 
planned specifically but I think 
it’s an option we want to look 
at,” Kregel said. “With challeng-
es with state funding likely to 
continue to decline, we need to 
look at other revenue sources.”

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Cassie Rizer, a University of Iowa freshman, is seen on Sunday studying with friends. “I am really happy to see the weather getting warmer,” Rizer 
said, “I’m glad I can go outside again.”  The high for the weekend was 65 degrees, a big difference from the months of Iowa winter. 

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
UI sophomore Caitlin Bradley poses for a portrait on Sunday at the Adler 
Journalism Building.

TOXIC SHOCK
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

STIMULUS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
UI Interim Provost and Executive Vice President, Kevin Kregel, speaks at 
a press conference on Aug. 10, 2020 in the IMU 2nd floor ballroom. 

MARCH: IN LIKE A LAMB

PROVOST
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

http://transportation.uiowa.edu
http://UIDOCDASH.COM
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quests for comment.
Rep. Mary Mascher, D-Iowa 

City, said Zaun’s bill to end ten-
ure is perhaps the most concern-
ing among recent legislation 
targeting higher education be-
cause it has received somewhat 
significant support from other 
Republican legislators, and it 
compromises the ability of state 
Board of Regents’ universities to 
attract faculty if tenure — creat-
ed as a tenant of academic free-
dom — is no longer on the table 
for potential professors.

Mascher said Republicans 
mistakenly think professors are 
immune to disciplinary action, 
when in reality professors still 
undergo evaluations and can be 
fired. Tenured faculty members 
at the University of Iowa are re-
viewed every year and undergo 
a more extensive peer review 
every five years, according to the 
UI’s faculty-review procedures.

“One of the things that we’ve 
been trying to do is educate our 
colleagues in the House and the 
Senate about what tenure is and 
isn’t,” Mascher said. “But that’s 
an example of a bill I don’t be-
lieve is going to pass but still has 
an impact in terms of our faculty 
and staff recruitment.”

Rep. Steven Holt, R-Denison, 
said if Iowa were to end tenure 
at its regent universities, profes-
sors would be more conscious 
of the First Amendment and 

it would help put an end to as-
saults on free speech, regardless 
of what political ideology the 
speech stems from.

“The (House) Oversight 
Committee has had a number 
of students reach out to us and 
describe stories of what they’ve 
been through and how intimi-
dated they feel,” Holt said. “Right 
now, it’s conservative speech 
that is discriminated against, 
but that pendulum could easily 
swing the other way, and so we 
don’t want that for anybody’s 
speech. I think that’s the reason 
that the possibility of ending 
tenure has gotten a lot of trac-
tion this year.”

Combatting misinforma-
tion about tenure — such as 
the misconception that faculty 
members aren’t reviewed — UI 
Provost Kevin Kregel said is aa 
priority for the university. He 
said eliminating tenure would 
have “huge ramifications” for 
the university’s ability to attract 
and retain quality faculty. 

“Higher education in general 
— and this is not just in Iowa, 
this is across the country — is 
getting pulled into the political 
specter,” Kregel said. “And so 
that raises the perspective of a 
public university that gets tax-
payer funding. So, I think that’s 
being closely scrutinized.”

A March 2020 Pew Research 
Center study on the public opin-
ion of American colleges and 
universities found that, from 
2012 to 2019, citizens identify-
ing as Republicans altered their 
perspective on higher educa-
tion drastically around the time 
Trump was elected to the Oval 
Office.

The number of Republicans 

who believed college had a posi-
tive effect on the nation dropped 
from an already middling 54 
percent in 2015 to 36 percent in 
2017 — an 18 percent drop over 
the course of just one year. Dem-
ocrats who participated in the 
survey remained relatively sta-
ble over the seven-year period, 
with 67 percent believing college 
was beneficial to the country in 
2012 and 72 percent in 2017.

The same study also asked the 
question of whether the public 
thought higher education as a 
whole was moving in the right 
direction, to which 73 percent of 
Republicans responded that it 
wasn’t while 52 percent of Dem-
ocrats agreed that it was.

Much of Trump’s rhetoric 
during his campaign and time 
in office was heavily rooted in 
populism and his effectiveness 
in appealing to voters who felt 
they were disenfranchised by 
career politicians in federal gov-
ernment, possibly explaining 
why there was such a sudden 
change among Republicans on 
the state of higher education.

Another bill to make it 
through the legislative funnel 
is Senate File 478, which would 
regulate diversity, equity, and 
inclusion training at public 
schools and universities, as well 
as impose penalties for teachers 
and professors who are found vi-
olating a student’s First Amend-
ment right.

“At the college level, maybe 
a student is in the minority, as 
somebody who’s a conservative 
Republican, and the teacher in 

the classroom is coming from a 
more progressive point of view,” 
said Sen. Jeff Taylor, R-Sioux 
Center, during a February com-
mittee meeting. “There’s a very 
large power differential between 
teachers who have the power of 
assigning grades, and the stu-
dents.”

This bill has similar language 
to an executive order from for-
mer President Donald Trump 
that aimed to make education 
more “patriotic” by prohibiting 
diversity, equity, and inclusion 
training that “scapegoats” a cer-
tain race or sex. SF478 was ap-
proved by the Senate Education 
Committee and is eligible for a 
floor vote.

Sen. Herman Quirmbach, 
D-Ames, said he’d be willing to 
support the bill on the condition 
that the Legislature makes some 
amendments to it, referring to 
a specific section discouraging 
diversity, equity, and inclusion 
training from discriminating 
against anyone based on char-
acteristics like ethnicity and sex, 
where he’d like to see additional 
characteristics explicitly listed in 
the bill to prevent stereotyping.

“If you’re going to list any of 
these you should list them all,” 
Quirmbach said. “They’re all 
protected under Iowa law and 
if you’re serious about doing an 
even-handed job, you’ve got to 
include that. I would dearly like 
to vote for this bill, but we’ve got 
to fix a few things to make sure 
the bill is in fact as inclusive as it 
seems to want to portray itself as.”

Another bill to advance 
through the deadline is House 
File 415, which requires all Iowa 
school districts to conduct the 
pledge of allegiance every school 

day. This bill passed through the 
House in February, receiving op-
position from only three Demo-
crats.

Among the flurry of Repub-
lican-introduced bills that tar-

geted education, many did not 
make it through the legislative 
deadline to be considered for 
further advancement.

These bills include House File 
153, which calls for the appoint-

ment of a Public Policy Director 
at each institution to “organize 
group forums and individual lec-
tures addressing prominent pub-
lic policy issues from multiple, 
divergent perspectives,” as well 
as House File 222, which restricts 
public schools and universities 
from including rhetoric from The 
New York Times’ “1619 Project” in 
their history curriculum.

Other smaller, but simi-
lar bills that didn’t survive the 
March 5 deadline include House 
File 106, which states instruction 
of law students by a law school 
for up to two years does not con-
stitute the practice of law, and 
House Study Bill 199, that states 
regent university course syllabi 
must be published on a univer-
sity’s web page. This came after 
an Iowa State University profes-
sor was accused of violating the 
federal First Amendment after 
telling her students that they 
weren’t allowed to write papers 
taking a stance against the Black 
Lives Matter movement or gay 
marriage.

Senate File 292, introduced 
by Sen. Jim Carlin, R-Sioux City, 
would’ve polled professors on 
political affiliation, has been 
particularly contentious within 
the legislature, though it’s not 
advancing this year according 
to Carlin.

Loren Glass, president of the 
Iowa American Association for 
University Professors (AAUP) 
and UI English professor, said 
he is under the impression from 
state legislators and the regents 
that most of these bills will not 
ultimately make the transition 
into law.

“I think a lot of these bills are 
shots across our bow to warn 
us how upset they are about 
the perceived violations of free 
speech,” Glass said. “It’s illegal 
by state law to judge any sort of 
hiring decisions based on politi-
cal affiliation so it’s unclear why 
they would want that informa-
tion or what they would want it 
for. I think it’s really more a way 
of them telling us that they don’t 
like that they perceive us to be 
too liberal.”

Glass said the Iowa AAUP 
stands firmly for both free 
speech and academic freedom, 
and he believes that the UI sup-
ports free speech more firmly 
than many Republicans in the 
state Legislature.

“We’re happy to debate and de-
liberate all of these things on the 
basis of free speech,” Glass said. 
“That doesn’t mean that we want 
more legislation to suppress our 
speech or to make it harder for us 
to do our jobs, but we’re certainly 
open to debating and discussing 
the function of public higher ed-
ucation in terms of free speech 
and that’s a very important prin-
ciple to the AAUP.”

These bills come after scru-
tiny directed at all three state 
universities for instances where 
lawmakers say the institu-
tions mishandled student First 
Amendment cases.

Most recently was the UI Col-
lege of Dentistry’s handling of 
a student who disagreed with 
rhetoric included in a mass 
email to students by the dean of 
the college condemning Trump’s 
executive order restricting di-
versity and equity training on 
public university campuses.

As previously reported by  The 

Daily Iowan, the Legislature held 
a government oversight hear-
ing earlier this year where the 
dean of the College of Dentistry, 
David Johnsen, said he would 
remove political rhetoric from 
future mass emails and review 
how the college handles disci-
plinary action for speech. Now, 
Johnsen will step down at the 
end of the semester, a year ear-
lier than anticipated. 

A UI presentation to the state 
Legislature in February said the 
university’s state appropriations 
have decreased by $8 million 
since fiscal 1998, and the state 
has consistently undercut fund-
ing requests by the regents, as 
previously reported by the DI.

Holt cited concerns with inef-
fective protection of free speech 
in general on college campuses 
as reasoning for recent legisla-
tion, referring to the Iowa State 
University professor who told 
her students not to write papers 
against BLM or gay marriage..

“That stuff is not what should 
be happening on university 
campuses, so my belief is that 
they feel like they’re Teflon coat-
ed because they have tenure, and 
that’s why I’ve asked them to 
have that discussion,” Holt said.

Carlin introduced a bill this 
session that would conduct a 
one-time, anonymous poll of 
staff political affiliation at re-
gent universities and submit 
the results to the General As-
sembly. Though he told the DI 
he planned on putting the bill 
on hold until at least 2022, citing 
that he didn’t want to waste the 
time of his caucus by pushing 
for legislation that might not re-
ceive the support it needs to pass 
into law.

“I think having the balance 
of both perspectives kind of an-
chors each other,” Carlin said. 
“If you go too far to the right or 
too far to the left there’s going 
to be a counterargument — that 
was the intent. I want kids who 
attend our regent universities 
to be able to speak freely and be 
able to debate freely particularly 
in the political realm.”

Quirmbach said the bill was 
not only a thinly veiled attempt 
at intimidation targeted at pub-
lic universities but also pointless 
because political affiliation is 
already public information via 
county auditor records.

Quirmbach said a similar 
piece of legislation was pro-
posed in 2017 by former Sen. 
Mark Chelgren, R-Ottumwa, 
that not only advocated for 
polling professors on political 
affiliation but had an additional 
stipulation that would prevent 
regent universities from hiring 
professors in a manner that 
would result in a party affilia-
tion imbalance of more than 10 
percent.

He said it was important 
to realize that state research 
universities like ISU publish 
research in fields such as agri-
culture that significantly benefit 
many of the Republican Party’s 
biggest political supporters.

“A lot of the research we do 
up here at Iowa State is very 
relevant on a day-to-day basis 
to their industries,” Quirmbach 
said. “People who otherwise 
might not care about academic 
freedom understand that their 
industries are dependent on 
support from Iowa State.”

EDUCATION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Members of the Iowa senate take part in the opening of the 2021 legislative session on Jan. 11 at the Iowa State Capitol in Des Moines. Legislative 
goals for the session include further tax cuts, expanding in-person learning, and moving towards economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Rep. Bobby Kaufmann speaks during the opening of the 2021 legislative session on Jan. 11 at the Iowa State Capitol in Des Moines. 

At the college level, maybe a student is in 
the minority, as somebody who’s a conservative 
Republican, and the teacher in the classroom is 
coming from a more progressive point of view..

— Sen. Jeff Taylor, R-Sioux Center

People who otherwise might not care about 
academic freedom understand that their industries 
are dependent on support from Iowa State.

— Sen. Herman Quirmback D-Ames

House File 106, which states instruction 
of law students by a law school for up to 
two years does not constitute the practice 
of law

House File 153, calls for the appoint-
ment of a Public Policy Director at each 
institution to “organize group forums and 
individual lectures addressing prominent 
public policy issues from multiple, diver-
gent perspectives”

House File 222, which restricts public 
schools and universities from including 
rhetoric from The New York Times’ “1619 
Project” in their history curriculum

House File 415, requires all Iowa school 
districts to conduct the pledge of allegiance 
for all K-12 students every school day

House File 496, proposes ending tenure 
at Iowa regent universities

House Study Bill 199, that states regent 
university course syllabi must be published 
on the university’s web page

Senate File 292, introduced by Sen. Jim 
Carlin, R-Sioux City, to poll professors on 
political affiliation has been particularly 
contentious within the legislature

Senate File 478, would regulate DEI 
training at public schools and universities, 
as well as impose penalties for teachers 
and professors who are found violating a 
student’s First Amendment right

Bills with a check mark survived the Iowa Legislature’s first 
deadline — called the funnel — and could become law if they 

continue to advance.
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BY GABE CONLEY
gabriel-conley@uiowa.edu

Instead of demonstrating a 
nuanced understanding of the 
mental health landscape, Iowa 
lawmakers chose to maintain 
Drug War–era criminalization 
of “psychedelic” compounds, 
which is policy deeply rooted 
in the federal government’s 
fear of the hippie movement 
many decades ago.

At a Public Safety subcom-
mittee hearing on March 3, 
Iowa lawmakers unanimous-
ly rejected a bill to remove 
psilocybin and psilocin, the 
substances found in “magic 
mushrooms,” from Iowa’s list 
of Schedule I drugs. These 
representatives forfeited an 
opportunity to make our state 
a leader in the future of men-

tal health treatment. 
 Ask a mental health expert, 

and you’ll learn these drugs 
are sure to be prescribed by 
mental health professionals 
in treating severe psychiat-
ric disorders over the next 
decade. While terms like 
“psychedelics” and “halluci-
nogenic drugs” often kindle 
the unflattering memories of 
1960s counterculture in our 
minds, sensible Iowans are 
far more afraid of losing their 
family members to substance 
abuse and depression disor-
ders than they are afraid of 
hippies. 

 One of the obstacles to this 
future of mental health treat-
ment is current federal drug 
scheduling. Psilocybin and 
its related compounds are all 
listed federally as Schedule I 

substances, which is a classi-
fication ostensibly reserved 
for the most dangerous drugs 
– those having “no currently 
accepted medical use and a 
high potential for abuse or de-
pendency.” 

 Not only do psilocybin and 
similar drugs have extraordi-
narily low toxicity and poten-
tial for death from overdose, 
but they’ve also been shown 
to be anti-addictive. In fact, 
some of the most convinc-
ing evidence of these drugs’ 
potential in psychiatry is for 
treating patients addicted to 
alcohol, tobacco, and other 
substances. In addition, it also 
treats severe depression, anxi-
ety, and post-traumatic stress 
disorders. 

The Schedule I status of 
psilocybin and related drugs 

is problematic because it se-
verely limits the size of human 
studies into their therapeutic 
potential. It prevents phy-
sicians and other providers 
from prescribing them in ther-
apeutic settings. Even making 
these drugs Schedule II, like 
cocaine, methamphetamine, 
and most opioids, would en-
able them greater accessibility 
for researchers and allow phy-
sicians to become licensed to 
prescribe the drugs to suffer-
ing individuals in a controlled 
setting.

The ascendance of “psyche-
delics” as medical therapies 
underscores the fact that inno-
vative therapies for psychiatric 
disturbances are desperately 
needed. Mental health disor-
ders in the U.S. cost more than 
any other medical problems, 

and we know they’ve only be-
come more pronounced with 
the isolation and loneliness 
accompanying the pandemic.

For decades, medical re-
search has been largely in-
effective in developing new 
drugs for common, yet serious 
diagnoses. For example, the 
most commonly prescribed 
antidepressants today, selec-
tive serotonin reuptake inhib-
itors, first approved for use in 
1988, are often associated with 
significant side effects, and 
are only mildly more effective 
than sugar pills in successfully 
treating depression. 

Iowa wouldn’t have been 
alone in enacting innovative 
laws to fight our nation’s men-
tal health crisis. 

Numerous cities across the 
U.S. have enacted decriminal-

ization measures for psilocy-
bin and related compounds, 
and the state of Oregon took 
the measure much further 
this past November by ap-
proving the groundbreaking 
legalization of psilocybin for 
therapeutic purposes. Other 
state legislatures are consider-
ing becoming leaders in men-
tal health therapy this year 
with their own initiatives.  

Iowa lawmakers had an op-
portunity to make our state a 
leader in the future of mental 
health treatment and increase 
Iowans’ access to potential-
ly revolutionary therapies. 
Instead, they decided they’d 
stand on the sidelines and let 
other states take the lead in of-
fering their citizens the most 
innovative mental health ther-
apies available. 

Opinions

Iowans are far more afraid of losing their family members to substance abuse and depression disorders than they are of hippies. 

Lawmakers miss on psychedelics

COLUMN

Hawkeye State is pro-censorship
BY PEYTON DOWNING
peyton-downing@uiowa.edu

Republican lawmakers in the 
Iowa House seem intent on re-
peating a modern-day version 
of the red scare. House File 222, 
which failed to pass the legisla-
tive funnel over the weekend, 
would have removed the fund-
ing from all schools, including 
community colleges and public 
universities, that teach Water-
loo-born author Nikole Han-
nah-Jones’ 1619 project. 

This can only be described 
as an act of government cen-
sorship and dare I say it, cancel 
culture. Even making it as far as 
the bill did is a disgrace.

The purpose of the 1619 proj-
ect is to reframe developments 
in American history through 
the lens of slavery, and more, 
broadly racial injustice.

The reasoning behind the in-

troduction of this bill is straight 
out of the McCarthy playbook. 
Rep. Skyler Wheeler, R-Orange 
City, stated that his opposition 
to the project’s involvement in 
any curriculum is because its 
ideas are “Marxist” and “social-
ist.”

I’ve already talked about 
this before when Joni Ernst 
was campaigning and calling 
Theresa Greenfield and many 
other Democrats communists 
and socialists and Marxists and 
whatever other leftist term they 
wish to assign milquetoast lib-
erals. But frankly, it’s just bor-
ing. 

Critiquing something does 
not mean you are against it. 
People have the capacity to crit-
icize something without dislik-
ing it or wanting an alternative 
system. Not everyone wishes 
to throw out the baby with the 
bathwater.

That is not the only issue 
with this legislation, however. 
There’s also the matter of fact 
that this is a huge overreach of 
government power and respon-
sibility. School curricula are 
meant to be decided by school 
boards. They decide what gets 
run, how it gets run, when it 
gets run, and all the other bits 
and bobs as long as courses 
meet certain quality standards.

The Iowa Association of 
School Boards itself has regis-
tered against the bill because 
of this fact. It would have set 
a precedent that local officials 
would no longer have the ca-
pacity to decide what they wish 
to teach, instead being behold-
en to the state Legislature.

For the party of small gov-
ernment, it seems awfully iron-
ic that they’re the ones pushing 
for more control and power to 
be given to the government.

Besides, schools across the 
nation have already been using 
the 1619 Project in curricula. 
According to the Chicago Sun-
Times, public schools in Chicago 
have been using it to help teach 
AP U.S. history courses for 
months.

This is still not even touching 
upon the fact that Republicans 
are currently “trying to de-
fend the freedom of speech in 
schools.”

In the case of the University 
of Iowa College of Dentistry’s 
free speech case regarding an 
accusation of unprofession-
al behavior, Iowa Republicans 
have been up in arms about the 
sanctity of free speech and cen-
sorship. 

Does no one feel any form of 
cognitive dissonance in how on 
one hand Republicans are fight-
ing to allow political speech to 
be said inside of schools while 

simultaneously preventing po-
litical speech from being said 
inside of schools?

But clearly, such nuances 
are lost on Wheeler and other 
Republicans, who only seem to 

care about freedom of speech 
when it comes to not wanting 
to suffer consequences of pub-
licly proclaiming their uncaring 
attitude toward the civil rights 
of minorities.

COLUMN

COLUMN

Abortions are a part of health care  
 The right to a safe and legal abortion is a basic reproductive right that we need to protect. 

BY  YASSIE BUCHANAN 
yasmine-buchanan@uiowa.edu

Abortions are crucial to re-
productive health care, and 
pregnant people should have 
the privacy to look into alter-
native options without being 
targeted. Access to safe and le-
gal abortions is a right people 
should have to make decision 
about their body.  

A recent proposed amend-
ment  to Iowa’s constitution 
states that Iowa does not sup-
port the right or provide public 
funding for abortions. Cur-
rently, Iowa only allows public 
funding for abortions in cases 
of rape, risks of losing one’s life, 
incest, or a fetal anomaly. It is 
required that patients receive 
an ultrasound that they view 
prior to an abortion. 

Other parameters include, 
if you are a minor your par-
ent must be notified about the 
abortion, and abortions must 
be performed no later than 20 
weeks after fertilization.  

The idea that abortions must 
be performed within a 20-week 
period comes from the mis-
conception that fetuses can feel 
pain at this stage. 

That’s not the only way Iowa 
lawmakers are trying to restrict 
women’s health care. Though 
it won’t be considered this year 
after not passing the legislative 
“funnel,” lawmakers introduced 
an alternative program that 
would aim to help families in 
crisis who are seeking abortions.  

The program would have in-
cluded various tactics trying to 
help pregnant people seek alter-
native methods to abortion. The 
bill was written to include virtu-
al targeting methods that would 
reach out to pregnant people at 
the time they are looking into 

abortions.  
Numerous studies have been 

done comparing various out-
comes between women who 
were denied and women who 
gained access to safe and legal 
abortions.   

A study from the National 
Library of Medicine found it is 
a myth that abortions are more 
detrimental to the mental health 
of women than when women 
were prevented from having 
one. Women granted an abor-
tion had close to the same or 
lower levels of depression and 
anxiety than those denied one.

Another study found denying 
women a safe and legal abortion 
can cause them to be stuck in vi-
olent and toxic relationships.    

Access to safe and legal abor-
tions doesn’t increase rates of 
abortions. It ensures there is 
access to safe abortions. 

When pregnant people have 
the right and access to safe and 
legal abortion, we see more 

positive health outcomes both 
mentally and physically.  

 The U.S. legalized abortion in 
1973 after criminalizing it failed 
to drop abortion rates and in-
stead caused an uptick in unsafe 
abortions. After this legalization, 
the rate of deaths and hospital-
izations because of unsafe abor-
tions nearly disappeared.  

These new efforts raised con-
cerns for Iowans surrounding 
reproductive rights and impli-
cations this would have on the 
medical field.  

Abortions are a part of repro-
ductive health care. If the state 
further limits and distorts ac-
cess to abortions, not only would 
this be taking away reproductive 
rights, it would be limiting cru-
cial learning opportunities for 
medical students in Iowa.     

Without the right to a safe 
and legal abortion, medical 
students and practitioners will 
be less likely to come and stay 
in Iowa. Future doctors need to 

know how to do this basic pro-
cedure. We’re already seeing a 
shortage of doctors able to do 
this basic procedure, limiting 
abortion rights only exacerbates 
this issue. 

Research shows physicians 
willing and able to perform 
abortions are far and few be-
tween, particularly in the Mid-
west and South. According to 
the study, only 14 percent of 
1800 OBGYN’s surveyed were 
willing and able to perform an 
abortion. With more restric-
tions, there will be even less ac-
cess to safe and legal abortions 
causing people to seek danger-
ous alternatives. 

The right and access to an 
abortion is essential in health 
care. Without access to safe and 
legal abortions, people will con-
tinue to get abortions however 
unsafe they might be. It’s cru-
cial we protect this in order to 
uphold reproductive rights and 
the health of pregnant people. 

Grace Kreber/The Daily Iowan
Nikole Hannah-Jones speaking with the university lecture committee in a 
virtual setting on Sept 22, 2020. 

The bill put forward by Iowa Republicans to effectively ban schools from teaching the 1619 Project is an attempt at censorship.
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 1 Entry in a doctor’s calendar: Abbr.
 5 Thanksgiving vegetable
 8 100, gradewise
13 Rage
14 “Early in life, I had learned that if you want
  something, you had better ___ some noise”:
  Malcolm X
15 Take care of
16 Journey
17 Jessica of “Fantastic Four”
18 Reeves of “The Matrix”
19 One on the front lines during a crisis
22 Do a new production of, as a recording
23 Alternative to carpeting
24 “You bet!”
25 Became a millionaire, say
29 “It’s ___ of the times” 
33 Finish first in a race
34 Factory-inspecting org.
35 Crown wearer at a fall football game
39 Bullets and �such
40 Since, �informally
41 Turn topsy-turvy
42 Tight embrace
44 Advanced deg. for a writer or musician
46 Hair tamer
47 ___ Trench (deepest point on earth)
52 Unmanned Dept. of Defense aircraft
56 Rob

57 & 58 Collective consciousness … or a hint to
  the ends of 19-, 35- and 52-Across
59 “Beats me!”
60 Qatari leader
61 Lake bordering Cleveland
62 Kick up ___ (be unruly)
63 Web portal with a butterfly logo
64 Bucks and does

 1 “… happily ever ___”
 2 Prize money
 3 Light beam splitter
 4 Like a go-go-go personality
 5 Certain New Haven collegians
 6 “Allahu ___!” (Muslim cry)
 7 Brunch, e.g.
 8 Invite on a date
 9 One’s equals
10 Faucet problem
11 ___ Reader (magazine with the slogan
 “Cure ignorance”)
12 Like lemons
14 Dull photo finish
20 “Bye Bye Bye” boy band
21 Incorrect
25 ___ and tonic
26 “Understood”

27 Fifth-most-common family name in China
28 Round of applause
29 “Moby-Dick” captain
30 A few
31 “___ Be” (2010 #1 hit by the Black Eyed Peas)
32 Raphael Warnock and Jon Ossoff, for two
33 Rapper ___ Khalifa
36 Circular windows
37 Popular gift shop purchase
38 Actor Dennis
43 Greetings
44 Singer Gaye
45 Cooking device in a fast-food restaurant
47 Injures
48 Ready for battle
49 Bête ___
50 “Little Orphan ___”
51 Passover observance
52 ___-certified organic
53 Double ___ Oreos
54 DoorDash list
55 Not us
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Capturing 2020
The Daily Iowan’s 2020 photo book reflects the year’s lifestyle 

modifications, landmark events, and tragedy. 

BY GRACE HAMILTON
grace-hamilton@uiowa.edu

While flipping through “2020: 
The Year Documented,” a reader 
will see photographs featuring 
gatherings of masked people, 
Black Lives Matter protesters 
forced into the pavement, dilap-
idated homes, and vacant sports 
stadiums. 

“2020: The Year Document-
ed” is a photo book composed 
of historic moments captured 
throughout 2020 by The Daily Io-
wan’s photojournalists. The pho-
to book also spotlights 25 essays 
from distinguished university 
and local leaders, as well as lead-
ing journalists from the DI. 

DI Publisher Jason Brum-
mond said this project is The DI’s 
first photo book that provides an 
all-encompassing review of a 
specific year — showcasing 140 
photos across 208 pages. 

He said the staff completed 
most of the final photo selec-
tions, layout, design, and editing 
in December and January.

“I’m thrilled with how it 
turned out. It combines the 
great photographic work we 
had from a historic year with 
essays from prominent Univer-
sity of Iowa leaders and alumni,” 
Brummond said. “It captures 
the key moments and stories 
from 2020, which is a year we 
will all be remembering and 
talking about.” 

DI Visuals Director Katie 
Goodale, who is a UI senior, said 
she captured her most memora-
ble work in the 2020 photo book 
at one of Iowa’s first protests 
following the murder of Geroge 
Floyd. 

“We attended an event in Des 
Moines that was held in memory 
of Geroge Floyd, and then things 
started to escalate,” Goodale 
said. “[DI staffers] Josie [Fisch-
els] and Jenna [Galligan], who 
were both with me at the time, 
we were all like, ‘This is going to 
be something big.’” 

Goodale seized the opportu-
nity to take pictures during the 
Des Moines protest, which later 
earned her a first-place award 
from the Iowa Newspaper Asso-
ciation for Best Breaking News 
Photo. 

Featured on page 88 of “2020: 
The Year Documented,” the 
award-winning photograph 
encapsulates the anguish and 
passion felt by racial justice pro-
testers last summer.  

“I had to lay on the ground 
right in front of the police to take 
the photo,” Goodale said. “It was 
a somewhat scary assignment. 
I wasn’t used to protests like the 
way I am now.”

Some photojournalists cov-
ered 2020 events in unusually 
empty settings. 

DI photojournalist Shivansh 
Ahuja, who is a UI senior, said 
it is strange witnessing the con-

trast between photographs of 
pre-pandemic sporting events 
compared to later ones of empty 
stadiums. 

“One of my favorite pictures 
from the photo book is from the 
wrestling meet between Iowa 
and Penn State back at the end 
of January 2020. Carver was 
packed – it was full of people,” 
Ahuja said. “It was only a month 
and a half before the lockdowns 
started.” 

Another photo of the 2020 
football season, with a fraction 
of the normal attendees allowed, 
stood in stark contrast.

The Iowa Newspaper Asso-
ciation recognized Ahuja’s pho-
tojournalism with awards in six 
different categories.  

DI Projects Videographer 
Jenna Galligan, a University of 
Iowa junior, photographed the 
portrait featured on the cover of 
“2020: The Year Documented.”

While taking photos of peo-
ple on the frontline, Galligan 
said she had the chance to learn 
more about her subjects than 
she would during a typical year. 

“It’s been interesting to see 
the conversations that come out 
of this time. I think everyone’s 
had more time to get to know 
themselves, and then on top of 
that, are starved of that connec-
tion to share with people,” Galli-
gan said. “I had a lot of interest-
ing interactions with subjects 
this year that I don’t think that 
we would have under other cir-
cumstances.”

Although safety remained a 
concern, Brummond said the DI 
has a responsibility to keep the 
UI and Iowa City  informed. 

“I think this is a really unique 
project that not many, if any, 
other college newspapers could 
have pulled off. We have such a 
talented visual staff that strives 
to tell stories and keep the com-
munity informed,” Brummond 
said. “But our job even goes be-
yond that. Our job is to provide 
a historical record of what hap-
pened on campus or in this com-
munity.” 

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
 Cover of 2020 The Year Documented.
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the Year for the second sea-
son in a row after the tourna-
ment ended. This is the second 
and fifth times those two have 
earned those honors, respec-
tively.

Lee defended his first Big 

Ten title last year by defeating 
Purdue’s Devin Schroder in the 
finals via 21-3 technical fall. Over 
the two-day tournament, Lee 

outscored his three opponents 
44-7 on his way to becoming the 
third Hawkeye to win Big Ten 
Wrestler of the Year multiple 
times.

Uncharacteristically, Lee sur-
rendered a takedown to Schro-

der and trailed 2-0 at the start 
of his championship match. But 
a 21-1 run full of plenty of take-
downs and nearfall points put 

Lee on top and ended the match 
in the second round.

Minnesota’s heavyweight 
Gable Steveson, who has won 
the past two Big Ten titles at 
285 pounds and was named 
the outstanding wrestler of the 

2021 championships, said Lee is 
“no-question” the best pound-
for-pound wrestler in college 
wrestling.

Two finals matches after Lee 
took the mat, Eierman’s 6-5 de-
cision over Penn State’s Nick Lee 
earned him fourth career con-
ference championship, but first 
in the Big Ten as a Hawkeye.

Eierman won three MAC 

championships at 141 pounds in 
his time at Missouri. He closed 
out his first Big Ten Tournament 
in his first year as a Hawkeye just 
the way he imagined he would.

“This is why I transferred,” 
Eierman said. “To get better and 
better and better every day.

“This is an unreal feeling. Last 
year I was on the outside looking 
in. It’s a lot more fun being on 
the inside. I’m getting a better 
feel every match. This is a great 
tournament, a great opponent 
every match. It is a great preview 
for nationals.”

Eierman’s victory clinched Io-
wa the team title. But there was 
never much doubt the heavily 
favored Hawkeyes were going to 
come out on top.

Iowa went 28-8 overall on 
the weekend. The Hawkeyes 
led by as many as 49 points and 
entered Sunday with a 23-point 
advantage. But Iowa certainly 
didn’t let up after securing the 
team’s honor.

At 165 and 174, Marinelli and 
Kemerer hit milestones in back-
to-back finals matches.

Marinelli defeated Ohio 
State’s Ethan Smith by 3-2 deci-
sion to win his third consecutive 
Big Ten title. “The Bull” is the 
26th Hawkeye in program his-
tory to win at least three confer-
ence championships.

Coming into this year’s tour-
nament, Marinelli had only 
competed two times this season. 
He tested positive for COVID-19 
after Iowa’s Jan. 22 dual with 
Minnesota and had not wrestled 
since.

“It’s just as sweet [as the oth-
er two],” Marinelli said. “The 

only thing I can say is that I am 
thankful to be wrestling with 
my guys. We have waited a 
whole year and come full circle. 
I am thankful to be on the board 
with the three-time champs and 
feel very blessed. I have the best 
teammates and coaches in the 
world.”

A two-time Big Ten runner 
up, Kemerer finally won his title 
in finals attempt No. 3.

The Murrysville, Pennsylva-
nia, native defeated Penn State’s 
No. 3 Carter Starocci by 7-2 deci-
sion for the victory. Kemerer had 
previously lost in the 157-pound 
finals in 2017 and the 174-pound 
finals last year.

“Knowing how it feels to not 
be on top makes it feel better,” 
Kemerer said. “I watched some 
of my teammates win it last year, 
so I felt like I was missing out. I 
wanted to finally get that title.”

This is the first time since 
2001 that Iowa has four individ-
ual conference champions. And 
all of this year’s champs figure 
to be back on the team next sea-
son. All four of Iowa’s one seeds 
won titles and nine of the team’s 
wrestlers wrestled at or above 
their seed.

Iowa did everything it was 
supposed to do coming into 
championship weekend. But the 
expectations don’t stop there.

This is a program that 
judges itself on NCAA Cham-
pionships, not just Big Ten 
Championships. 

And a national champion will 
be named on March 20.

“Let’s do it again,” Brands 
said. “That’s what competitors 
do. Let’s do it in St. Louis.”

ty,” Kemerer said. “We’ve got 
work to do. We’ve got a bigger 
thing coming up in two weeks.”

“I’m regretting that match,” 
Eierman said of his 6-5 finals 
victory over Penn State’s Nick 
Lee. “It should have been way 
worse. But it’s a learning point 
and I’m going to be a different 
animal come March when I’m 
standing at those national fi-
nals ready for everybody.”

“We aren’t even wrestling at 
our highest level yet,” Marinelli 
said.

Lee is a two-time national 
champion at 125 pounds. His 
quest for his third national ti-
tle was crushed last year by the 
pandemic.

Brands has said Lee may 
have been the most emotional 
of all the Hawkeyes on the team 
when he informed everyone 
of the NCAA Championships’ 
cancellation. That cost Lee the 
chance at going for this third 
title and at the time — before 
an extra year of eligibility was 
granted — it put into question 

whether he’d have the opportu-
nity to be a four-time national 
champion.

In his return to the mat this 
season, Lee has done the things 
that make the question, “Who 
is the best college wrestler in 
the country?” rather simple to 
answer.

Lee went 4-0 in the regular 
season and 3-0 at Big Tens. 
In the semifinals, Lee pinned 
his opponent in 23 seconds 
(tying the quickest fall in pro-
gram history) to advance. In 
the finals, Lee won his sec-
ond-straight Big Ten title via 
21-3 technical fall over Purdue’s 
Dylan Schroder.

“As soon as the match is over, 
it’s over,” Lee said. “Now, what 
matters is what’s next. And 
what’s next is getting ready 
for the NCAA Tournament… 
I don’t want you guys to think 
that I don’t appreciate winning 
these titles. That’s not it. It’s 
just when the match is over, it’s 
over. The only thing that mat-
ters is what’s next. And what’s 
next is the NCAA Tournament.”

Along with the four top seeds 
who placed first, Austin DeSan-
to (133) and Kaleb Young (157) 
finished in second place at Big 

Tens. Jacob Warner (197) and 
Tony Cassioppi (285) ended 
the tournament in third place, 
while Nelson Brands (184) came 
in fourth.

All nine Hawkeyes who 
placed earned automatic bids 
to nationals.

Max Murin, the Big Ten’s 
No. 2 seed at 141 pounds, went 
0-2 on the weekend and put his 
odds of qualifying for NCAA 
into question. Brands seems 
confident that Murin — who 
entered this weekend 4-1 — will 
earn an at-large bid.

At-large selections are 
based on the following cri-
teria: head-to-head compe-
tition, quality wins, coaches’ 
ranking, results against com-
mon opponents, RPI, quali-
fying event placement, and 
winning percentage.

Iowa won the Big Ten Cham-
pionships by its largest margin 
of victory since 2010 and did so 
with only nine wrestlers plac-
ing. At least four Hawkeyes will 
be the favorites to win individ-
ual titles at the national meet, 
and if all 10 Hawkeyes do their 
jobs in St. Louis and finish at or 
above their seed, the battle for 
the team national champion-

ship could be even more short-
lived than the hunt for the Big 
Ten title was.

It’s been a year in the mak-
ing, but Iowa is finally back 
where it wants to be. The NCAA 
Championships are the next 
meet on the schedule. Lee, 

Marinelli, Kemerer, and every 
other Hawkeye wrestler can 
compete for what they wanted 
last year: The big prize.

And, as if there was any 
doubt before, Iowa perfor-
mance at Big Tens made it clear 
that the big prize is its to lose.

The team’s travel plans to 
St. Louis are being arranged. 
And there’s no other place the 
Hawkeyes would want to be on 
March 18-20.

“We’re going to St. Louis in 
less than two weeks,” Brands 
said, “and we’re fired up.”
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Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Alex Marinelli returns Ohio State’s Ethan Smith during the finals of the Big Ten Wrestling Tournament at the Bryce Jordan Center in State 
College, Pa., on Sunday. 

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 8

LEE
CONTINUED FROM 8

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Jaydin Eierman sets up a shot against Nebraska’s Chad Red during the Big Ten Wrestling Tournament at 
the Bryce Jordan Center in State College, Pa., on Saturday.



    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  MONDAY, MARCH 8, 2021 SPORTS 7

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Michael Kemerer uses a leg turk and crossface on Wisconsin’s Jared Krattiger  in attempt to earn a fall during the opening session of the Big Ten Wrestling Tournament at the Bryce Jordan Center in State College, Pa., on 
Saturday. Kemerer won the match by fall in the first period. The Hawkeyes ended the first session with a team score of 75.5, putting them in first ahead of second-place Nebraska, with a score of 63.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Penn State’s Carter Starocci fights to stay off his back against Iowa’s Michael Kemerer during the finals of the Big Ten Wrestling Tournament on 
Sunday. Kemerer won the match by decision, 7-2. The Hawkeyes won the Big Ten Title with a team score of 159.5. This is the 37th Big Ten Title in the 
wrestling program’s history.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Alex Marinelli holds a single leg on Michigan’s Cameron Amine 
during the Big Ten Wrestling Tournament in State College, Pa., on Satur-
day. Marinelli won the match by decision, 2-0. The Hawkeyes ended the 
Semifinals  with a team score of 126.5, putting them in first-place ahead 
of Penn State with a score of 111.5.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Jacob Warner looks to earn back points against Northwestern’s Lucas Davison on the mat during the Big Ten Wrestling Tournament on Sunday. 
Warner won the match by decision, 5-0. The Hawkeyes ended the third session with a team score of 139 putting them in first-place ahead of Penn 
State with a score of 116.

The best in the Big Ten

Iowa wrestling won 
its second consecutive 
conference team title 

on Sunday at State 
College, its 37th in 
program history.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Nelson Brands wrestles against Minnesota’s Owen Webster during 
the Big Ten Wrestling Tournament on Saturday.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa Hawkeye Wrestling team walks to center mat to be presented 
with the tournament title during the finals of the Big Ten Wrestling Tour-
nament at the Bryce Jordan Center in State College, Pa., on Sunday. 



BY ROBERT READ 
robert-read@uiowa.edu

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — The Iowa wrestling program’s 37th Big 
Ten Championship was preceded by circumstances not present for 
the first 36.

For months, the Hawkeyes did not know when their season would 
start because of the COVID-19 pandemic, which shut down the 2020 
season just ahead of the national tournament. Heading into the 2021 
Big Ten Championships at the fan-less Bryce Jordan Center, Iowa 
had not competed since Feb. 7 after positive COVID-19 tests led the 
program to pause activities.

The entire regular season, the Hawkeyes only competed in five 
duals. Iowa even had to share the regular season conference title 
with Penn State.

But there’s no disputing the Big Ten’s true champion.
The top-ranked Iowa wrestling team dominated the field in Penn-

sylvania, winning the Big Ten team title with 159.5 points to repeat 

as conference champions. Penn State 
finished in second place (124), fol-
lowed by Nebraska in third (105.5).

“Everything was uncertain [this 
year], and that uncertainty was part 
of the conversation,” Iowa head coach 
Tom Brands said. “ We had to be ready 
for everything this season.”

The Hawkeyes were ready over the 
weekend in State College.

Or, as Brands likes to say, they were “ready, ready.”
The team’s point total is its highest since 1995 (185), and the 

35.5-point margin of victory is the largest by a conference champion 
since the 2010 Hawkeyes won by 37 points.

Four Hawkeyes — Spencer Lee (125 pounds), Jaydin Eierman 
(141), Alex Marinelli (165), and Michael Kemerer (174) — earned indi-
vidual championships on Iowa’s path to the team title.

Austin DeSanto (133) and Kaleb Young (157) lost their finals match-

es on Sunday to finish in second place. Jacob Warner (197) and Tony 
Cassioppi (285) ended the tournament in third place, while Nelson 
Brands (184) came in fourth.

The Hawkeyes used six pins, two technical falls, and two major 
decisions on their way to 159.5 points, a total that surpassed the 157.5 
that won Iowa the tournament a year ago.

All nine Iowa wrestlers who placed earned automatic bids to na-
tionals.

Max Murin (141) is the only Hawkeye to not place at Big Tens, but 
will likely receive an at-large bid to the NCAA Championships, which 
start March 18 in St. Louis.

“A lot of us are happy with how we competed,” Lee said. “But we 
wanted everyone to be in the finals. We wanted 10 finalists. We’ve 
got things to improve on. We’re going to have 10 at nationals and we 
have to be ready to go.”

Lee and Brands were named the Big Ten Wrestler and Coach of 

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa Hawkeye Wrestling team poses with the Big Ten title trophy after winning the Big Ten Wrestling Tournament at the Bryce Jordan Center in State College, Pa., on Sunday 
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STAT OF THE DAY

“It was a surreal feeling. 
That moment will be 
something I remember 
forever. Time slowed down 
as I heard those words. It 
was just an honor.”

— Iowa men’s 
basketball 
center Luka 
Garza on the 
moment he 
learned his No. 
55 jersey would 
be retired.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Big Ten team titles won by 
the Iowa wrestling program 

Garza’s No. 55 jersey 
retired

Following a 77-73 No. 5 Iowa 
men’s basketball win over No. 25 
Wisconsin on Sunday, student-ath-
letes, coaches, and their family 
members were asked to turn their 
attention to Carver-Hawkeye Are-
na’s video boards to watch a short 
clip recognizing the Hawkeyes’ 
2020-21 regular season accom-
plishments.

Instead, a featurette on senior 
center Luka Garza’s time in the 
Black and Gold flashed onto Carv-
er’s various screens.

When the video concluded, 
Iowa athletics director Gary Barta 
addressed the 582 patrons in the 
arena and announced that Garza’s 
No. 55 jersey would be retired in 
perpetuity at the end of this sea-
son.

The moment brought Iowa 
men’s basketball’s all-time lead-
ing scorer to tears. Garza then 
addressed Carver’s patrons and 
headed to the locker room having 
played his last home game as a 
Hawkeye.

“First of all, I just want to thank 
[head coach Fran McCaffery] for 
giving me a chance to come here 
to the University of Iowa,” Garza 
said. “He changed my life, and I 
will forever be grateful for [him] 
and [his] family. Second of all, 
[to my teammates], I wouldn’t be 
nothing without you guys. You 
guys made me look good for four 
years. I wouldn’t be standing right 
here without any of you. “

‘Unfinished business’ at NCAAs
The Hawkeyes have their 2021 conference title secured, so the team’s attention turns to winning the 

national championship, which it didn’t have the opportunity to do in 2020.

BY ROBERT READ 
robert-read@uiowa.edu

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — Iowa wres-
tling coach Tom Brands’ message all sea-
son long has been “getting to the finish.” 
After winning the 2021 Big Ten Wres-
tling Championships, the top-ranked 
Hawkeyes are one step closer to getting 
there.

The 2021 NCAA Championships in St. 
Louis, Missouri will be held from March 
18-20 and the Hawkeyes will seek to do 
what they didn’t have the opportunity to 
do last year: Win a national title.

“Now we’re going to St. Louis,” Brands 
said. “That’s really where their heads are, 

that’s where my head is. You’re going to 
get the recognition that you earn based 
on your performance. That is a timeless 
principle. That’s a principle that is true 
and correct. You’re going to get the acco-
lades that you earn.”

Iowa won its 37th conference title over 
the weekend in State College, scoring 
159.5 points (Penn State finished second 
with 124 points) and crowning four indi-
vidual champions.

But the Hawkeyes made it this far last 
year.

Iowa won the 2020 Big Ten title on 
March 8 of last year. But as soon as the 
tournament ended, the Hawkeyes talked 
about their desire to win the “big prize.” 

In a crowded Rutgers Athletic Center 
full of wrestling fans, Brands, Spencer 
Lee, and Alex Marinelli were among the 
Hawkeyes who emphasized that success 
at nationals was the main focus for them 
rather than enjoying their success.

Four days later, the NCAA Wrestling 
Championships were canceled because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The cancellation meant that Iowa, the 
heavy favorites to win the national title 
last season (and this season), could not 
claim its first NCAA championship since 
2010. Instead, Brands was forced to tell 
his team that the season was over.

And ever since then, Iowa has been 
focused on getting back to this point and 

being in position to win its 24th national 
championship.

Iowa went 5-0 in the regular season 
before dominating at Big Tens. The 
Hawkeyes went 28-8 overall in the tour-
nament, and Lee (125 pounds), Jaydin 
Eierman (141 pounds), Marinelli (165), 
and Michael Kemerer (174) claimed indi-
vidual titles.

The team celebrated alone in the cen-
ter of the mat on the floor of the Bryce 
Jordan Center wearing “Big Ten Cham-
pions” T-shirts and hats.

But the celebration was short-lived.
“It’s great, but you know the mentali-

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Spencer Lee attempts a takedown against Purdue’s Devin Schroder during the finals of the Big Ten Wrestling Tournament at the Bryce Jordan Center in State College, Pa., on 
Sunday.

SEE WRESTLING, 6

SEE LEE, 6

BIG TEN 
CHAMPIONS Four Hawkeyes won individual 

championships at the 2021 
conference tournament, leading the 
top-ranked Iowa wrestling team to 
its 37th Big Ten title.

HAWKEYE UPDATES

Sports
DAILYIOWAN.COM

THE MOST COMPLETE HAWKEYE SPORTS COVERAGE IN IOWA
MONDAY, MARCH  8, 2021

1. Iowa - 159.5
2. Penn State - 124
3. Nebraska - 105.5
4. Michigan - 92
5. Monnesota - 77.5

TOP FIVE TEAM 
STANDINGS
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