
Daily Iowan named News-
paper of the Year in state 
competition for second 
time
The Iowa Newspaper Association 
named The Daily Iowan Iowa’s 
2021 Newspaper of the Year in a 
statewide contest on Thursday. 
It’s the Iowa Newspaper Asso-
ciation’s top honor, which the 
DI won for the second straight 
year and fourth time (1976, 1981, 
2020, 2021) in the 52-year histo-
ry of the award. The Newspaper 
of the Year is presented to the 
newspaper that accumulates the 
highest point total from placing 
first, second, or third in individ-
ual categories.

Center for Afrofuturist 
Studies strives to uplift 
Black voices 
As the Center for Afrofuturist 
Studies approaches its fifth 
anniversary, the programming 
which is part of Public Space 
One is continuing to focus on 
projects that center and uplift 
marginalized voices, through 
an open submission call and 
Oracles of Iowa City Mural in-
stallation process.

Iowa delivers Breslin 
beatdown
The Iowa men’s basketball team 
completed the regular season 
sweep over Michigan State in 
East Lansing. Iowa entered Sat-
urday’s game 3-23 all-time at 
the Breslin Center. A balanced 
offensive attack, complement-
ed by one of the team’s best 
defensive performances of the 
season, led to win No. 4.
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Bill would bar 
1619 project
Iowa Republicans hope to make 
young people “patriotic citizens” 
by restricting Iowa schools from 
teaching the 1619 Project.
BY NATALIE DUNLAP
natalie-dunlap@uiowa.edu

A bill currently in the Iowa Legislature could re-
duce funding to K-12 schools and colleges that use a 
history curriculum modeled off of Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones’ 1619 Project.

Hannah-Jones, creator of the New York Times’ 1619 
Project, grew up in Waterloo and attended Waterloo 
West High School. This bill, House File 222, comes 
as Republicans in the Legislature are also maintain-
ing that Iowa’s public universities stifle conservative 
voices on campus. 

Rep. Skyler Wheeler, R-Orange City, introduced 
the bill on Jan. 27. The education subcommittee in the 
House voted 2-1 to recommend passage Feb. 9.

The 1619 Project reframes U.S. history to acknowl-
edge the roles slavery, systemic racism, and white na-
tionalism have played in society. The Pulitzer Center 
partnered with the project to create lesson plans for 
educators, and several state legislatures — Arkansas, 
Mississippi, Missouri, South Dakota, and Iowa — are 
considering legislation to ban the education materi-
als. 

The bill in Iowa asserts that the 1619 Project at-
tempts to deny fundamental principles the U.S. was 
founded upon, stating that the Legislature’s goal is to 
form young people into “patriotic citizens.” The bill 
would ban schools from using U.S. history curric-
ulum that in part or in whole was derived from the 
project. 

Noncompliant school districts would be penalized 
with a reduction of the district’s budget for each day 
they use curriculum in violation of the bill. Com-
munity colleges and Iowa’s three public universities 
would also face financial penalties. 

The 1619 Project was published in August 2019 on 
the 400th anniversary of when the first ship of en-
slaved Africans arrived in the British colonies. Jake 
Silverstein, the project’s editor, wrote that the arrival 
of chattel slavery planted the seeds of America’s econ-
omy, industrial power, electoral system, inequalities 
in health and education, income inequality, and the 
example the country set for the world, among other 

BY YASSIE BUCHANAN
yasmine-buchanan@uiowa.edu

It was 2015 at Waterloo West High School, and I 
was waiting to hear a Martin Luther King Jr. quote 
sound through the intercom in commemoration of 
Black History Month.  

All of our desks lined up back-to-back, everyone, 

staring blankly ahead listening for the vice princi-
pal’s monotone voice to lead us into the rest of the 
day. The white student in front of me laughed in re-
sponse and said to his friend, “Where’s our month?”  

As a Black student, having grown up surrounded 
by white students and teachers, this type of commen-
tary was common — whether it was people trying to 
diminish my identity because I didn’t fit the stereo-

types they associated with being Black, microaggres-
sions, or blatant statements including the one above. 

Many students like him were done the disservice 
of not knowing real U.S. history, only the censored, 
more palatable versions that continue to put white 
people in more favorable positions.   

Reframing History
As Iowa Republicans try to bar the 1619 Project from Iowa classrooms, a Daily Iowan columnist writes on 
her experiences with Black history education, which intertwines with a fellow Waterloo West graduate.

Schools shift in person
All school districts in Iowa must offer a fully in-person option

starting today, setting off a debate around local control,
public health, and student success.

BY NATALIE DUNLAP
natalie-dunlap@uiowa.edu

After more than two decades in education, Iowa City 
teacher Bennett Brown found himself at a crossroads 
when state legislation requiring a fully in-person op-
tion for schooling was signed on Jan. 29. 

On the same day, Brown, a computer-science teach-
er at Southeast Junior High, offered the district his 
resignation to take a stance against the legislation be-
cause he believes it threatens public safety. He began 
his teaching career in 1992 and has taught for five years 
at the school.

He said Iowa City schools have done everything they 
can to keep people safe and maximize learning out-
comes, but Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds and the Legisla-
ture are making it difficult. 

Brown accepted a position at a startup where he will 
be involved with engineering education in universities 
across the country. Brown will finish out teaching this 

trimester, which ends on March 9. 
“We know which kids need extra attention, which 

kids need enrichment, which kids need to be in person, 
and we work with families to use resources the most 
effectively, but the governor is making that impossible 
to do safely,” he said. 

Brown said he isn’t making this decision to resign 
out of fear of his own safety, but fear that the public’s 
health is at risk. He said there was already an instance 
during the school’s hybrid learning schedule when one 
of his students gave COVID-19 to a classmate, and then 
went home and their family fell ill.

The Iowa City Community School District allowed 
students to enroll in a fully online or hybrid learning 
model at the beginning of the school year. Brown has 
spent the majority of this school year teaching two 
sections of online learning and one section of hy-
brid learning. When Reynolds signed a bill to require 

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Daily Iowan columnist Yassie Buchanan poses for a portrait on Sunday at the Adler Journalism Building. 

SEE BLACK HISTORY,  3
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Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
STEM teacher Bennett Brown recently resigned from teaching at Iowa City Southeast Junior High School because of legislation 
requiring an in-person option learning starting today. Brown stands outside of Southeast Junior High School on Feb. 13.

UI COVID-19 NUMBERS
Number of self-reported cases for 
COVID-19

Students: 9 new cases, 2,996
to-date
Employees: 1 new cases, 434 
to-date

New cases since Feb. 10. 2021

Source: UI COVID-19 campus update
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Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
The Midwest One Bank sign at the corner of East Washington Street and South Clinton Street reads 1 degree below zero on Sunday as a pedestrian 
braves the weather as frostbite is possible within 10 minutes. The temperature on Sunday was expected to fall to 4 degrees below zero with a wind 
chill of 24 below zero.

in-person learning, however, 
the district had to do away with 
the hybrid option.

“We do not have the teachers 
or the space to run three differ-
ent models of education,” said 
Lisa Williams, an Iowa City 
school board member. “So, we 
can’t do a full onsite, a hybrid, 
and an online program with 
the resources that we have, so 
we had to get rid of the hybrid 
options.”

The bill was introduced Jan. 
20, eight days after Reynolds 
asked lawmakers during her 
Condition of the State address 
to send her a bill as soon as pos-
sible requiring schools to offer 
an all in-person option.  On 
Jan. 28, it passed in the Senate 
29-18 along party lines and in 

the House 59-39, with Rep. Wes 
Breckenridge, D-Newton, vot-
ed with Republicans.

This law requires Iowa’s 
public school districts and ac-
credited non-public schools to 
provide parents and guardians 
with a fully in-person instruc-
tion option. Today was the 
deadline for schools to begin 
offering all in-person instruc-
tion, and the bill is effective 
through June 30.

Williams said the new law is 
taking away parent choice be-
cause many families were com-
fortable with the hybrid option. 
With the elimination of the hy-
brid option, the district cannot 
guarantee they have the space 
and resources to continue the 
same mitigation efforts. 

Williams estimated 60 per-
cent of students were previous-
ly enrolled in hybrid learning, 
so 30 percent of students were 

in person each day. Starting 
today, the students enrolled 
in hybrid learning will auto-
matically be transferred to full-
time, in-person learning, with 
the expectation of students 
who opted to change learning 
models in reaction to the hy-
brid option disappearing. 

“We start planning enroll-
ment in January for the follow-
ing August, so it usually takes 
eight months for us to build 
up classes, and this will be our 
third total redo of the enroll-
ment,” Williams said.

Sen. Joe Bolkcom, D-Io-
wa City, said Johnson Coun-
ty has done a good job with 
COVID-19 mitigation efforts 
but this legislation creates the 
potential for more positive 
cases in the county. 

“I think teachers feel demor-
alized, they’re worn out,” Bolk-
com said. 

Johnson County currently has 
the 15th lowest number of cas-
es per 100,000 out of Iowa’s 99 
counties. In the last seven days, 
the county has had a 6-percent 
COVID-19 positivity rate.

Rep. Ruth Ann Gaines, 
D-Des Moines, said Des 
Moines public schools were of-
fering hybrid and fully virtual 
learning, however — similar to 
Iowa City schools — their hy-
brid option is no longer avail-
able. Gaines said this should be 
a local control issue. 

Both Gaines and Bolkcom 
speculated this legislation was 
part of settling a score with larg-
er districts, since most districts 
with smaller populations were 
offering an in-person option. 

One of those districts is Lone 
Tree, located in Washington 
and Johnson Counties. Superin-
tendent Ken Crawford said the 
majority of students have been 

100 percent in per-
son since Dec. 15. 
There have been 
some challenges, 
he said, such as 
keeping every-
one at a distance 
during lunch, but 
Crawford said ad-
ministrators are 
working through 
them. 

There are about 
440 students in 
the K-12 Lone 
Tree Schools, and 
Crawford esti-
mates there are 
15 students in 
most high-school 
classes, and 15 to 
20 in elementa-
ry classes. While 
Crawford said 
in-person learn-
ing is going well 
in his district, he 
said it’s hard to 
swallow one blan-
ket policy for all 

districts across the state.
“I felt like it was the governor 

versus Des Moines and Iowa 
City on that bill because most 
schools have kind of gone back 
100 percent as much as they 
can, and it makes sense for 
them,” he said. “To force it takes 
away a choice and an option.” 

Rep. Garret Gobble, R-An-
keny, supported the legisla-
tion. He took a leave of ab-
sence from his teaching job in 
Ankeny to serve his first term 

in the Legislature. During his 
campaign, he heard from con-
stituents concerned about stu-
dents falling behind, childcare, 
and the impact that not being 
in school had on students’ 
mental health.

“Most of our schools are al-
ready applying this option, but 
we just wanted to make sure 
that it was standard for the 
state that kids should have this 
option to be in person every 
day,” he said. 

SCHOOLS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

things. The project, according 
to The New York Times Mag-
azine website, reframes the 
national historical narrative 
around the consequences of 
slavery and contribution of 
Black Americans. 

During his time as presi-
dent, Donald Trump criticized 
critical race theory and the 1619 
Project, launching his own 
“1776 Commission” to promote 
“patriotic” education. Trump 
won Iowa in both 2016 and 
2020 by comfortable margins.

The day the bill was intro-
duced in the Iowa Legislature, 
Hannah-Jones voiced her dis-
appointment in the legislative 
action on Twitter. 

“Iowa public schools are 
what gave me my start in jour-
nalism in high school, where I 
took the Black studies course 
that taught me the year 1619,” 
she wrote. “That a bill now ex-
ists seeking to censor my 1619 
work from other Iowa public 
school students is shocking 
[and] sad.” 

Wheeler told The Daily Io-
wan that he first heard about 
the project from a June 2020 
New York Post opinion piece 
that said the Black Lives Mat-
ter protests from last summer 
should be called the 1619 riots.

Hannah-Jones responded 
on Twitter saying that would 
be an honor. Wheeler said that 

prompted him to look into the 
project.

“After reading through the 
project it became clear to me 
that this is very political by 
nature,” he said. “It’s not his-
torical. It distorts not only our 
history but also any ability to 
unify the nation.”

Wheeler said the project 
advocates for liberal policies 
like universal health care, min-
imum-wage increases, and 
those against drug testing of 
employees and voter-identifi-
cation laws. 

Some members of the pub-
lic at the subcommittee meet-
ing voiced similar concerns as 
Wheeler, describing the proj-
ect’s ideas as “Marxist” and 
“socialist” because of the cri-
tiques of capitalism and policy 
suggestions. Others, however, 
defended the value of the per-
spectives the project presents 
to teaching of American his-
tory.

Emily Piper, a lobbyist from 
the Iowa Association of School 
Boards, said the association is 
registered in opposition of the 
bill, not as an endorsement of 
the 1619 Project, but in oppo-
sition of the state Legislature 
setting laws about the curric-
ulum. 

“We think that’s a very dan-
gerous precedent,” Piper said. 
“We have locally elected school 
board members who are the 
ones that are responsible for 
making those decisions and 
we encourage those decisions 

to be left there.”
Rep. Ras Smith, D-Wa-

terloo, told The Daily Iowan 
he was disappointed to hear 
some supporters of the bill 
share comments he felt were 
contradictory, such as people 
saying both sides of history 
should be heard while de-
manding the lens provided 

by the 1619 Project not be 
presented. 

“It seemed that this is more 
of a political thing than actual-
ly caring about the education 
opportunities for students,” 
Smith said.

While the bill’s language 
says the 1619 Project denies 
the country’s fundamental 

principles, Smith says there 
is a difference between Amer-
ican ideals and how those 
things are put into practice. 
Smith said people can discuss 
the accomplishments of the 
founding fathers, while also 
acknowledging that some of 
them owned slaves. 

“I think it is dangerous 

when you seek to control the 
thought process, when you 
seek to set parameters on 
what individuals should or 
should not be challenging 
themselves with,” he said. 
“You set up for a precedent 
where you want to control the 
narrative where you only see 
one perspective.” 

1619
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Gov. Kim Reynolds listens during a conference at the GuideLink Center in Iowa City on Feb. 11. 

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Daughter of House Speaker Pat Grassley, Reagan Grassley, gives the opening prayer before the opening of the 2021 legislative session on Jan. 11 at 
the Iowa State Capitol in Des Moines. 

Most of our schools are already applying 
this option, but we just wanted to make sure that 
it was standard for the state that kids should have 
this option to be in person every day.

— Rep. Garret Gobble, R-Ankeny
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These versions of history al-
so do a disservice to students 
of color, including myself and 
New York Times journalist Ni-
kole Hannah-Jones, who went 
to the same public schools as I 
did. Hannah-Jones won a Pu-
litzer Prize for commentary 
for her 1619 Project — a project 
that focuses on placing Black 
history and the contributions 
of Black people at the center of 
U.S. history through a collec-
tion of personal essays, pod-
casts, and in-depth reporting. 

She grew up in Waterloo 
and was bused from the east 
to west side of town in order 
to get a better education. Han-
nah-Jones talks about her per-
sonal experiences with Black-
ness in the 1619 Project, and 
the history that is often untold 
that ties Black identities to 
this country. 

While Hannah-Jones at-
tended Waterloo West High 
school, she took a Black stud-
ies course which sparked her 
interest in learning about 
Black history. 

“I first heard about the date 
1619 as a high school student 
from my one-semester elec-
tive Black history course,” she 
told me when I called her in 
November of last year. “I be-
came obsessed with that histo-
ry and kept asking my teacher 
to give me more books to self-
study. That date was like a 
lightning bolt for me.”  

Waterloo has the most 

Black people per capita in the 
state of Iowa, with 16 percent 
of the overall population being 
Black. Waterloo also happens 
to be incredibly segregated be-
tween the east and west sides 
of town. In 2019, USA Today 
positioned Waterloo as the 
third-worst place for racial 
disparities between Black and 
white populations when look-
ing at homeownership rate, 
income, and unemployment. 

Hannah-Jones has focused 
a lot of her work on school seg-
regation. She is now working 
on creating a 1619 Freedom 
School in Waterloo, Iowa, 
with the goal of providing ed-
ucational opportunities root-
ed in Black history.

“We experienced both co-
vert and overt discrimination 
at the school,” Hannah-Jones 
said. “When I was there, I 
helped lead walkouts where 
we demanded they hire more 
Black teachers, we were de-
manding that Black studies be 
a mandatory course instead 
of a one-semester elective 
course, there were fights along 
racial lines as well that caused 

us to lead walkouts. There 
were always a lot of tensions.”

When I was at Waterloo 
West high three years ago, 
there was no option to take a 
Black studies elective course. I 
was the only Black student in 
my cohort for the Internation-
al Baccalaureate program. In 
general, I was always among 
only one or two other students 
of color in my upper-level 
courses. 

When I attended school 
in the Waterloo Community 
School District, there were a 
total of 3,029 Black students 
enrolled in the public school 
system. The only districts with 

comparable numbers were Ce-
dar Rapids and Des Moines. 

Through my K-12 educa-
tion, I only had one Black 
teacher. The lack of overall 
representation in the school 
was a constant reminder of 

me being seen as an exception 
to the norm as a Black student. 
It became easier for students 
to see me as an “Oreo,” white 
on the inside and Black on the 
outside. I felt like an imposter 
to my own race. 

Waterloo schools have 
made several recent changes 
in hopes of creating a more 
equitable environment for 
the Black population, like the 
African American Experience 
elective course.  

Chris Tims teaches the new 
course at Waterloo East High 
School. Like many Black stu-
dents, when Tims was young 
he was robbed of a proper edu-

cation involving Black history.  
“It took until I was a grown 

man to realize I was being 
taught a history that was not 
my own and that did not ac-
knowledge the contributions 
people that look like me made 
to the United States,” Tims 
said.   

The African American Ex-
perience course has students 
read work from multiple Black 
creators, including Han-
nah-Jones and Ibram X. Ken-
di. As of right now, the major-
ity of the students enrolled in 

the class are Black.
“It’s important to me to be 

able to bring everyone togeth-
er to learn this material,” Tims 
said.   “This history is so im-
portant, it’s not just for Black 
kids, everyone needs to learn 
it. It is a part of U.S. history.”

The way we view Black his-
tory as an optional segmen-
tation of U.S. history is indic-
ative of how society devalues 
Black lives. 

Having an African Amer-
ican Experience course is a 
clear step in the right direc-
tion. However, it is not an 
entirely new idea. When Han-
nah-Jones attended Waterloo 
West High School, the Black 
studies course was a catalyst 
in her life, driving her to fill in 
the gaps of Black history the 
education system leaves open. 

“After my Black studies 
class, I used to go into my 
classes and start challeng-
ing my teachers,” she said. “I 
would ask them ‘What about 
this?’ but they wouldn’t know 
the answers because they 
hadn’t read those books.” 

This country has been de-

prived of accurate history 
for so long that, as a result, 
there are few people who are 
equipped with the knowledge 
to teach courses on Black his-
tory. I can remember in my 
eighth-grade history class 
the uncomfortable silence 
that followed when a student 

asked, “Why didn’t the slaves 
just run away?” 

This was a valid question; 
the way this history is told is 
meant to reaffirm the false 
notion that the only position 
African Americans have held 
in this country is under the 
power of whites.     

Our founding fathers are 
placed as catalysts in forming 
this great nation, overlooking 
their pasts as slave owners. 
We are generally taught about 
slavery, emancipation, segre-
gation, then freedom. There 
were rarely ever connections 
made between the past and 
present. 

“The way we are taught his-
tory in school teaches Black 
kids to be ashamed,” Han-
nah-Jones said. “We are basi-
cally taught that we let white 
people whip us and force us 
to work for them then we 
waited for white people to 
free us. That’s a very demean-
ing way to learn this history. 
Kids aren’t learning about 

Black resistance; we are not 
taught that these white men 
we are taught to idolize made 
their wealth off of slave labor 
camps.” 

The inaccessibility to this 
history is all too convenient 
to the white supremacist nar-
rative that sits at the core of 
this country. Black students 
are taught that their history 
is a subdivision of the greater 
history that has shaped this 
country, when in reality the 
America we know today was 
built off of the backs of Black 
enslaved people.     

Former President Donald 
Trump’s push for patriotism 
with the 1776 Commission 
perfectly demonstrates the 
crippling fear America expe-
riences in the face of its past. 
This order pushed for educa-
tors to emphasize a narrative 
of the astonishing nature of 
American history, rather than 
the reality of systemic racism. 

“From Washington to Lin-
coln, from Jefferson to King, 
America has been home to 
some of the most incredible 
people who have ever lived. 
With the help of everyone here 
today, the legacy of 1776 will 
never be erased. Our heroes 
will never be forgotten. Our 
youth will be taught to love 
America with all of their heart 
and all of their soul,” Trump 
said at a White House History 
Conference in September. 

The Declaration of Inde-
pendence was signed in 1776, 
89 years before slavery was 
technically abolished. Addi-
tionally, three out of the four 

people referenced in Trump’s 
quote enslaved African Amer-
icans. For what populations 
are these people heroes, and 
for whom is 1776 meant to be 
significant? 

It is no coincidence Trump 
made this initiative following 
the 1619 Project.  

The 1619 Project received 
an abundance of well-de-
served praise but has also 
been the target for criticism 
from Trump and others on the 
right. 

“It was quite surreal to have 
the President of the United 
States targeting your work, 
introducing an executive or-
der against your work, as well 
as creating an entire commis-
sion as a poor effort to refute 
the work,” Hannah-Jones said. 
“I certainly didn’t expect that 
at all, but I wasn’t surprised 
the right-wing would attack 
and criticize the project.” 

Recently, upon his inaugu-
ration, President Joe Biden 
waived the 1776 Commission. 

Although this was neces-
sary, the federal government 
does not control curricula. 
More concerningly for Han-
nah-Jones, several states, in-
cluding Iowa, have introduced 
bills that would ban the 1619 
Project from being taught in 
schools.

“For First Amendment rea-
sons, these bills are very con-
cerning,” Hannah-Jones said. 
“Clearly, I don’t want states 
intervening to say that this 
project shouldn’t be taught in 
schools. I am particularly con-
cerned with heavily Repub-
lican states where they have 
majorities.”  

The bill to ban the 1619 
Project from being taught in 
schools was proposed by state 
Rep. Skyler Wheeler, R-Or-
ange City. The bill, House 
File 222,  has now advanced 
through a House subcommit-
tee and is up for consideration 
by the Iowa House Education 
Committee. Wheeler men-
tioned at a subcommittee 
hearing how he believes the 
1619 Project is “leftist political 
propaganda.” Section one of 
the bill itself states, “the ‘1619 
Project,’ attempts to deny or 
obfuscate the fundamental 
principles upon which the 
United States was founded.”  

“I think it is politically con-
venient to attack the project,” 
Hannah-Jones said. “It is a 
touchpoint for people on the 
right who want to put forth 
this narrative that American 
values are under attack, that 
white people are under attack, 
and that they need to some-
how vindicate this country as 
exceptional.” 

Wheeler’s initiative to stop 
the use of the 1619 Project is 
a prime example of how the 
exclusion of Black history is 
essential in perpetuating con-
servative ideologies that assert 
the identity of this country 
and whiteness as exceptional. 

As I have grown, I have 
started exploring my own ig-
norance of the history of my 
ancestors, every day filling in 
gaps the education system left 
open.

Education is one of the first 
steps of many in breaking 
down systemic barriers that 
have displaced Black people in 
this country. Education gives 
children a toolbox to uplift 
their identities and spread 
this, often untold, history.  

There are outside resourc-
es available for students and 
teachers to help fill in the gaps 
of U.S. history. The African 
American Museum in Cedar 
Rapids is a perfect example. 
The museum has a variety of 
different resources for stu-
dents and teachers to help 
facilitate Black history educa-
tion.

Sean Donaldson is the mu-
seum educator at the African 
American Museum. He works 
with local schools and stu-
dents to help bridge the gaps 
in Black history education.    

“We have put together 
packets of information that 
detail what we can offer and 
how it aligns to standards, 
then we ship those out to 
different school districts,” he 
said. “We work closely with 
the Iowa social studies stan-
dards.”  

The social studies stan-
dards in Iowa are relatively 
vague. For high schoolers, 
some Social Studies Stan-
dards related to U.S. history 
include evaluating how re-
gional, racial, ethnic, and gen-
der perspectives influenced 
U.S. history. Some sample 
documents included in the 
standards for critiquing are 
reconstruction amendments, 
the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, Eisenhower’s farewell 
speech, and the Voting Act of 
1965.  

The way these standards 
are framed continues to put 
white males at the forefront 
of progress in America. There 
should be more emphasis 
on the minority populations 
who have driven these policy 
changes. Additionally, racial, 
ethnic, and gender perspec-
tives have not only influenced 
American history and culture 
but are central to the identity 
of this country.   

Public schools are already 
misshaping history to fit the 
narrative that was pushed by 
the 1776 Commission.

As long as we teach our 
students the history that lies 
within works such as the 1619 
Project, the book Stamped 
by Ibram X. Kendi and Ja-
son Reynolds, and the Afri-
can American Museum as an 
optional elective history, we 
continue to perpetuate the 
belittlement of Black lives and 
vindicate white supremacy as 
the core identity of this nation.

I spent most of my own 
childhood oblivious to the 
color of my skin, feeling like 
an imposter whenever I did 
notice it. I was like a flake of 
pepper in a vast sea of salt. 
However, I have been privi-
leged enough to constantly 
have resources at my dis-
posal to push me in academ-
ics and beyond. Many Black 
students did not and do not 
have that luxury.

BLACK 
HISTORY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Grace Kreber/The Daily Iowan
Nikole Hannah-Jones speaking with the university lecture committee in a virtual setting on Sept. 22, 2020. Nikole spoke on her 1619 Project.

I first heard about the date 1619 as a high school student from my one-
semester elective Black history course. I became obsessed with that history 
and kept asking my teacher to give me more books to self-study. 

That date was like a lightning bolt for me.

— New York Times Journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones

‘When I attended school in 
the Waterloo Community 
School District, there 
were a total of

3,029
Black students enrolled in 
the public school system.’

The way we are taught history in school teaches 
Black kids to be ashamed. 

— Nikole Hannah-Jones

It took until I was a grown man to realize I was being taught a history that was 
not my own and that did not acknowledge the contributions people that look 
like me made to the united states. 

— Waterloo East High School Teacher Chris Tims

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Daily Iowan columnist Yassie Buchanan poses for a portrait on Sunday at the Adler Journalism Building.
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BY SHAHAB KHAN
shahab-khan@uiowa.edu

The sheer absurdity of the 
GameStop saga at one point 
convinced the world that 
reddit users managed to out-
smart Wall Street as the com-
pany’s stock price shot up to 
$347.51. Unfortunately, reali-
ty eventually kicked in.

GameStop lost 80 percent 
of its value as amateur in-
vestors — including college 
students — bought into the 
hype, and most people saw 
their money go down the 
drain. 

To better educate students 
on how to invest in the stock 
market, the University of Io-
wa needs to make financial 

literacy a Gen-Ed require-
ment. 

Because it’s a dying com-
pany, GameStop became a 
favorite target of short sell-
er-investors looking to profit 
off a declining stock 

Melvin Capital — a hedge 
fund that managed nearly 
$13 billion in assets — an-
nounced that they took 
a short position against 
GameStop. 

Little did Melvin Capital 
know that traders on the pop-
ular subreddit  Wallstreetbets 
decided to squeeze, or drive 
up the price of GameStop to 
make Melvin Capital’s short 
unprofitable. 

And by God did it almost 
work. 

Half of Melvin Capital’s 
fund disappeared. For a brief 
moment, it seemed like the 
reddit users won. Everyone, 
from Chamath Palihapitiya to 
Mark Cuban hailed this as a 
seminal moment and encour-
aged hundreds of thousands of 
people to invest in GameStop. 

After hearing about the 
incredible rise of its stock 
price, UI students Blake 
Hohman and Omar Musta-
fa — who both just recently 
got into trading — bought 
GameStop shares looking to 
make a quick buck. 

However, they weren’t 
aware that investing in a 
company that has steadily 
been losing money for the 
past few years was never go-

ing to be a good long-term 
investment.

Both students bought a 
couple of shares of GameStop 
and ended up losing a few 
hundred dollars. The experi-
ence still scares Mustafa as 
he’s contemplating quitting 
trading. And Hohman plans 
on staying out of the markets 
for a while. 

Hohman and Mustafa’s ex-
perience shows the dangers of 
students being poorly informed 
about how markets work.

The aftermath of the 
GameStop bubble also pro-
vides us a reflection on the 
market and the broader 
“pandemic bubble” — or how 
investor hype around a few 
tech companies is what is 

driving the market to new re-
cord highs. 

In the past 50 years, the av-
erage price-to-earnings ratio 
for stocks in the S&P 500 has 
been 19 which contrasts with 
the companies driving the 
stock market boom. 

What broader market 
trends show is that stocks 
are currently overvalued and 
trading at unsustainable pric-
es. When these stocks cannot 
hold up anymore, the market 
will crash. 

The last notable time a 
market bubble burst because 
of rabid investor enthusiasm 
was the dot-com bubble of 
the late 90s and early 2000s.

The fallout from that  bub-
ble burst can be character-

ized by one number — $5 
trillion — or the amount of 
money that hundreds of mil-
lions of investors lost seem-
ingly overnight. Because in-
vestors had driven the stock 
of Pets.com to ridiculous 
unsustainable highs, some 
people’s parents and grand-
parent’s retirement plans 
probably derailed. 

What a financial literacy 
class at the university can 
do is teach students how 
to properly play the market 
and invest their hard earned 
money responsibly. Students 
need to be educated and 
make smart choices so that 
they will be to protect them-
selves from the next market 
bubble. 

Opinions

The consequences young adults are facing with the GameStop saga proves why Iowa needs to require a financial literacy course.

Require financial literacy courses at the UI 

COLUMN

More diverse faculty means a better university

BY JOSIE TAYLOR
josie-taylor@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa does 
not only lack diversity in its 
student population, but also 
in its faculty. Liz Tovar’s ap-
pointment as the UI’s executive 
officer of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion is a positive step — 

the division’s leader returned 
to reporting to the president 
instead of the provost. But, the 
UI needs to make a conscious 
effort to change this lack of di-
versity by doing a better job of 
retaining and recruiting a more 
diverse faculty body.

The most recent release of 
information on faculty de-
mographics from the UI was 

released this month assessing 
October 2020 data.  Out of the 
1,318 tenure or tenure-track 
faculty, only 33.9 percent are 
women and 23.2 percent are 
minorities. Iowa fell below its 
peer universities in 2019 for 
percent of full-time tenured 
and tenure-track faculty who 
are female — UI’s 33.94 percent 
vs the peer group average of 
36.15 percent — and the share 
who are minorities — 20.89 
percent at the UI compared to 
25.01 percent average at peer 
institutions. 

The UI presidency and cabi-
net have 13 members, and nine 
of them are white men. 

It would benefit students — 
and in turn, the university — if 
students could look  to a diverse 
group of professors.

Research done in 2017 found 
that students of color perform 
better when they enroll in class-
es with teachers of color. Hiring 

and recruiting a more racially 
and ethnically diverse group of 
professors would help students 
improve in school, which could 
help the overall academic per-
formance of the university.

In postgraduate education, 
a study lasting 24 years found 
that women are more likely to 
graduate with a Ph.D. if they 
have female instructors. If the 
UI recruits and hires more 
female professors, we could 
see improvement in its gradu-
ate-student graduation rate. 

Students also deserve repre-
sentation here at Iowa. Eighty 
percent of undergraduate 
students are white, and stu-
dents from underrepresented 
communities should have the 
opportunity to learn from pro-
fessors who have similar back-
grounds.

The UI’s official policy on 
diversity claims to be anti-dis-
crimination and states that the 

university values diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion.

However, actions speak 
louder than words. 

It is clear that the UI’s past 
actions have not always created 
an inclusive environment for 
all faculty members. If the en-
vironment does not continue 
to change, then the UI will not 
be able to recruit diverse faculty 
members.

Multiple instances have oc-
curred where the UI ignored 
the voices of faculty of color. 

In summer 2020, a female 
professor of color who is im-
munocompromised expressed 
concern about COVID-19 and 
was told she had to work in the 
classroom to serve as a “role 
model.” 

Later, the administrator 
who said that, former dean of 
the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences Steve Goddard, was 
removed for an undetermined 

violation of employee ethics 
policy.

There was even a committee 
and petition created by stu-
dents in the English depart-
ment that advocated for a more 
diverse staff. 

In December, two faculty 
members of color voiced con-
cerns over lack of outreach 
from the UI’s DEI program. 

It is one thing for UI lead-
ership to say they care about 
all students and staff, or to say 
that they value diversity, but it 
is more important to show it.

The UI must do better and pur-
sue a more diverse faculty roster, 
and in order to do so it must cre-
ate a more inclusive environment. 

By making hiring and re-
cruiting diverse faculty mem-
bers a top priority, the UI will 
benefit academically and show 
current and future students it 
values diversity, equity, and in-
clusion.

COLUMN

COLUMN

Iowa City Police needs strengthened community review
Iowa City Community Police Review Board needs expanded authority to hold officers accountable. 

BY EVAN MANTLER
evan-mantler@uiowa.edu

Amid many groups’ calls to 
restructure, reform, or even 
defund police departments 
across the country, Iowa City 
unveiled a new community 
policing initiative that prom-
ises to include mental health 
responders on calls. But with 
these new methods of polic-
ing, we also need to enhance 
safeguards that increase 
transparency.

Iowa City needs to expand 
the authority of our Commu-
nity Police Review Board. The 
Board, which is made up of five 
City Council appointed citi-
zens, reviews Iowa City Police 
misconduct complaints from 
residents and suggests policy 
changes to the department. 

Right now, the board is not 
fulfilling its purpose. It’s in-
tended to increase account-
ability and community trust 
in the police department—
something we desperately 
need following this summer’s 

national protests and our own 
city’s experience of police vio-
lence.

Having a Community Po-
lice Review Board is one way 
to restore public faith in our 
justice system, but only if they 
have the power to make posi-
tive change. 

Currently, the board’s au-
thority is limited in several 
major ways.

First, when conducting in-
vestigations into allegations 
of misconduct, the board is al-
lowed to interview witnesses, 
but officers are not required 
to cooperate with board inves-
tigations of misconduct (and 
they often don’t, according to 
the board).

The board is also not al-
lowed access to an officer’s 
disciplinary record at any 
time. Under state law, dis-
ciplinary action against city 
employees, including police 
officers, is kept confidential. 
This means that there is no 
way for the board to track re-
peat offenders or catch larger 

patterns of behavior.
It also means that the board 

has no way of knowing wheth-
er an officer has been disci-
plined following a sustained 
complaint. The Board only has 
the authority to judge wheth-
er misconduct has occurred; 
it has no power to ensure any 
discipline whatsoever. The 
police chief and city manager 
have the discretion to deter-
mine any consequences an 
officer might face. 

That’s fine as long as we have 
a police chief and city manag-
er acting in good faith, but we 
have to enact safeguards under 
the assumption that might not 
always be the case. 

“Things are good as long 
as we’ve got the chief, but we 
have to be active as if we don’t 
have the guy in the white hat, 
in case the guy in the black hat 
comes rolling in,” the board’s 
chair, David Selmer, said in 
an open.meeting on Feb. 9. 

At the request of the Iowa 
City City Council and follow-
ing council meetings with 

the Iowa Freedom Riders, 
the board submitted a list of 
proposed changes that would 
expand its authority. In its 
proposal, the Board asks that 
police officers be required to 
comply with their investiga-
tions and stressed the neces-
sity of allowing the Commnity 
Police Review Board to review 
officer discipline following a 
sustained complaint. 

Iowa City needs to make sure 
the changes on the list are ad-
opted. 

I know the “my tax dollars 
pay your salary” line is old 
and a bit tired, but it’s still 
true. Police officers work for 
us, and citizens should be 
allowed to know if officers 
misbehave and be able to hold 
them accountable. 

What is the point of hav-
ing a review, if officers aren’t 
required to participate? How 
can the board ensure account-
ability if they don’t have the 
capacity to at least weigh in 
on sanctions of officers? 

Without access to neces-

sary information, the board 
is limited to jumping through 
tedious hoops to produce re-
ports with all the authority of 
a strongly worded letter.

The problems of police 
misconduct and lack of pub-
lic trust in law enforcement 
won’t go away on their own. 
We have to do something. 
If city law is the problem, let’s 

change city law. If state law is 
the problem, let’s change that 
too. 

It’s time to get serious 
about accountability. We’ve 
had the protests, we’ve had 
the meetings, we’ve passed 
the resolutions. What we need 
to see now is how, or if, our 
systems will meaningfully 
change. 

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City Police Department vehicles are seen on July 9, 2019. 

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
The Old Capitol as seen on March, 12, 2020.

 If the University of Iowa wants to value diversity, they should be hiring a more diverse staff and listening to their current faculty. 
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We salute your historic achievement —
Newspaper of the Year for the

second straight year!
In a year filled with unforeseen challenges,

the DI staff continued covering the news
and came out on top again.
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–  Friends & supporters of The Daily Iowan
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Total Newspaper Design | Staff
Best Use of Graphics | Staff

Best Newspaper Website | Staff

Best Slideshow | Shivansh Ahuja and Ryan Adams

Best Breaking News Photo | Katie Goodale

Best Sports Photo | Shivansh Ahuja

Best Ad Designer:
Heidi Owen

• Best Web Advertisement

• Best Ad Featuring Financial, Insurance
   or Other Professional Service
• Best Ad Featuring Automotive, Boats,
   Tires, etc.

Best News Feature Story | Katelyn Weisbrod

Best Sports Story | Anna Kayser

Best Sports Feature Story | Shivansh Ahuja

Best Photo Story | Katina Zentz and Katie Goodale

• General Excellence

• Coverage of Government and Politics

• Coverage of Education

• Coverage of Agriculture

• Coverage of Business

• Coverage of Court and Crime

• Best Use of Social Media

• Best Podcast: “On the Record”

Master Columnist:
Elijah Helton

Best Photographer | Katie Goodale

The Daily Iowan earned 48 awards in the 2021 Iowa Newspaper Association awards contest – 
including first in General Excellence and 23 other categories – while competing against

daily newspapers with circulation less than 10,000 around the state.

FIRST-PLACE AWARDS
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 1 Periodically sold fast-food item
 6 What melting ice cream cones do
10 Swindle
14 Actress Donovan of “Sabrina the Teenage
 Witch”
15 “Othello” villain
16 House in Mexico
17 Less risky
18 Cast celebration at the end of filming
20 Feelers
22 Frozen expanse
23 Olive ___ (Popeye’s sweetie)
24 It can be used for welcoming or wrestling
25 Charged particle
26 Souvenirs from Havana
31 Loosen, as laces
32 CPR performer
33 Occupants of kennels
37 Subjects in which women have traditionally
 been underrepresented, for short
38 Letters between thetas and kappas
40 Human rights attorney Clooney
41 FX network’s “___ of Anarchy”
42 Mediterranean, e.g.
43 Prenatal test, for short
44 Going from nightspot to nightspot
47 Soccer star Hamm
50 Buffoon
51 “___ you serious?”

52 Worker just for a summer, maybe
54 Source of healthful fat and fiber
59 Certain online board for discussion of a topic
61 Like an angle less than 90°
62 Old Russian ruler
63 Brontë’s “Jane ___”
64 Ethical
65 Divisions of tennis matches
66 Rocker Lou
67 Popular vodka brand, for short

 1 Flat-topped hill
 2 Extended family
 3 Break in relations
 4 “Understood”
 5 Without exception … as in dry counties?
 6 Hindu festival of lights
 7 Hard to find
 8 Supermarket chain that’s big in small towns
 9 Breakfast treats from a toaster
10 Read over
11 Rap’s ___ B
12 Member of a major-league team with a name
 that’s out of this world?
13 Like an early Central American civilization
19 “Nobody ___ Baby in a corner” (line from
 “Dirty Dancing”)
21 Big Apple inits.

24 Many a baby’s first word
26 Talk a blue streak?
27 “Do ___ others …”
28 Vitamin also known as PABA
29 Goals
30 Do better than average, gradewise
33 Like a just-used towel
34 Hilton alternative
35 Profit
36 Trudge
38 Bahamian or Fijian
39 Egg: Fr.
43 Ways to earn college credits while in H.S.
44 Part of a reactor
45 Stopped
46 60 minuti
47 Sprays
48 Occupied
49 Chance for a hit
53 Blunders
54 Command to a cannoneer
55 Edinburgh native
56 Continental currency
57 And others: �Abbr.
58 Where you might find the starts of 18-, 26-, 
44- and 59-Across
60 Easter egg colorer

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 2

  Across

Down

No. 0111

BY MARY HARTEL
mary-hartel@uiowa.edu

As the Center for Afrofutur-
ist Studies approaches its fifth 
anniversary, the artist residen-
cy program at Public Space 
One is continuing to focus on 
projects that center and uplift 
marginalized voices, through 
an open submission call and 
Oracles of Iowa City Mural in-
stallation process.

Education coordinator for 
the Center for Afrofuturist 
Studies Dellyssa Edinboro said 
the program has become much 
more than an art residency.

“An important part of the 
CAS is how we can create a 
space where education about 
the arts can flourish about 
Black artists in particular,” Ed-
inboro said.  

The term “Afrofuturism” is 
central to the Center for Afro-
futurist Studies, Edinboro said.

“Envision Black people in the 
future and envision how that 
connects with science and tech-
nology and new discoveries,” 
Edinboro said. “But also, how 
elements of the past within the 

Black community started in 
[shaping] the future, commu-
nity, self-determination, and 
working toward a goal.”

There are a lot of definitions 
for what Afrofuturism means, 
Edinboro said, but the center 
also understands the flexibility 
with the term, and encourag-
es different artists to explore 
their own interpretations of the 
word.

John Engelbrecht, director of 
Public Space One, an Iowa City 
community art center, said the 
residency program for artists of 
color in Iowa City has acquired 
a physical location within Pub-
lic Space One over the years.

Residencies usually last for 
a long time, Engelbrecht said, 
and the Center for Afrofuturist 
Studies hopes to have some of 
its residents come to Iowa City 
in the summertime and experi-
ence it in person.

Engelbrecht said the Cen-
ter for Afrofuturist Studies is 
what Public Space One is most 
known for outside of Iowa City 
because it brings in artists from 
all over the country. 

“So, we’re based here in Iowa 

City, we’re here to promote the 
future of Black people — an 
equitable future for Black peo-
ple — and doing this in Iowa is 
both a challenge and also much 
needed,” Engelbrecht said.

Because Iowa is such a ho-
mogenized state, Engelbrecht 
said the impact the center can 
have in Iowa City may be a lot 
greater than in other places like 
New York City.

“It’s really about a daily pos-
itive imagining Black people in 
all aspects of the future,” Engel-
brecht said.

The center is taking on the 
City of Iowa City Mural dedicat-
ed to Black future and support, 
the Oracles of Iowa City project, 
which is in its community feed-
back stage right now, Engel-
brecht said. The center has two 
artists working on the plan cre-
ated by the City of Iowa City as 
a local response to the George 
Floyd murder.

“The CAS wanted to take on 
this project because we are defi-
nitely for vibrant visual support 
of Black futures,” Engelbrecht 
said. “But we also wanted to be 
part of a process that was more 

than just a mural.”
Nichole Shaw, UI senior 

and writing fellow with Public 
Space One and the Center for 
Afrofuturist Studies, joined 
the team in November to doc-
ument the Oracles of Iowa City 
project as it comes to fruition 
this year.

Shaw said she and the cen-
ter’s team are working to en-
sure as much transparency as 
possible.

Editor’s Note: Nichole Shaw is 
a previous Daily Iowan employee 
and a current member of Student 
Publications, Inc.

“There is an awareness that 
we need to be open-minded, 
very inclusive, and we have 
a responsibility to the public 
and making sure that when 
we reach out, we’re not doing 
things that are super performa-
tive,” Shaw said. 

The center also helps students 
and faculty through engage-
ment and philanthropy and cre-
ating opportunities for people 
that aren’t already in positions of 
power. While the UI has recently 
made efforts to meet DEI goals, 
Shaw said, the center has been 

doing that work for years.
Shaw said the Oracles mural 

is meant to be for the commu-
nity and a receptive process, 
which has included reaching out 
to community leaders and cre-
ating a response survey for the 
first phase of the mural project, 
which will appear on the park-
ing garage pillars across from 
the Voxman music building.

“This is something that we’re 

trying to do to uplift the Black 
community to support them, 
to make them feel seen and 
heard,” Shaw said. “And, also 
something that we’re trying to 
do to make sure that we’re hold-
ing the community account-
able, not the Black community 
— we’re holding the communi-
ty at large accountable for their 
actions and the history that 
they’ve had.”

BY  CAITLIN CROME
caitlin-crome@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa is be-
ginning its COVID-19 wastewa-
ter testing pilot to help identify 
virus trends on campus.

While the process is very new, 
the testing program will first 
focus on residence halls and is 
intended to serve as a potential 
early warning sign for detecting 
COVID-19 clusters among the 
student population.

“If people are sick, they will 
shed the virus,” said David Cwi-

ertny, a professor of civil and 
environmental engineering and 
director of the UI’s Center for 
Health Effects and Environmen-
tal Contamination.

A lot of communities have 
monitored sewage to understand 
if there are people in the commu-
nity who are sick, Cwiertny said.

The university first an-
nounced the new program in a 
Feb. 3 COVID-19 campus update.

According to NPR, more than 
65 U.S. colleges test wastewater 
in efforts to monitor the spread 

of the virus.
“Say you are limiting it to a 

dorm, that is a pretty fixed com-
munity,” Cwiertny said. “If you 
were to start seeing signatures 
of COVID-19 in the wastewater, 
you would have a good indication 
that somebody in the dorm is 
currently sick.”

If test results indicate an in-
creased presence of the virus in a 
campus residence hall, a sample 
of students from the impacted 
building will be offered the op-
portunity to test for COVID-19 

voluntarily, according to the 
campus update. 

“A lot of people are potentially 
encouraged by this approach for 
being an early warning sort of 
signal,” Cwiertny said. “This gives 
the opportunity for the university 
to respond and try to put in miti-
gation measures to make sure it 
[does] not spread further.”

UI Campus Health Officer 
Daniel Fick said studies conduct-
ed by other universities show 
they were able to detect the virus 
in the wastewater coming out of 
certain buildings. 

“We picked two dormitories 
to test in the pilot, Daum and 
Mayflower,” Fick said. “We are 
able to test the wastewater that is 
coming out, and then the [State] 
Hygienic Lab [is] checking and 
validating the ability to find the 
virus.”

The pilot is a partnership be-
tween UI Facilities Management 
and Engie North America, Stu-
dent Health, University Housing 

and Dining, the College of Public 
Health, and the State Hygenic 
Lab, Fick said. 

“The whole premise is, will you 
potentially see a very large spike 
of virus before students know 
they are symptomatic?” he said. 

Fick said it is important to re-
member that this is a pilot proj-
ect, and it’s very early on in its 
process.

“We are not exactly sure if 
it will work and if we will find 
[the virus], but this is as much a 
research project because then it 
may be, by the time we get this 
figured out, the vaccine is plenti-
ful enough that everyone is vacci-
nated,” he said.

Flick said he thinks it will be 
several months before the uni-
versity has a clear idea what is 
happening.

“The challenge will be, we do 
not want a big viral outbreak in 
the dorms, but we will not be 
able to get very far if we do not 
have much virus in the dorms,” 

he said.
The university wants to test 

this out and that is why it is a pi-
lot, Fick said. 

“There have been many cam-
puses around the country that 
have spent millions of dollars sort 
of chasing things,” he said.

The University of Arizona 
made the news for beginning to 
test sewage from residence halls 
on campus in August, along 
with Syracuse University and 
the University of California at 
San Diego. 

It may be that there is not 
enough of the virus on campus to 
figure this out, Fick said, but the 
university certainly wants to give 
it a shot.

“It is the techniques at how we 
do it, how we look at it, and how it 
can predict the future is what we 
want to try and understand so we 
can potentially use this for oth-
er viral infections that are most 
certainly going to happen in the 
future,” Fick said.

UI pilots COVID-19 
wastewater testing

As renewed calls for more diversity, equity, 
and inclusion efforts have shaken the U.S., 

the center’s work is always ongoing.Center uplifting Black voices 

Daum and Mayflower will become the first residence 
halls in the wastewater testing pilot to detect COVID-19 

clusters among students on campus. 

Sid Peterson/The Daily Iowan
Public Space One, home of the Center for Afrofuturist Studies, is seen on 
Feb. 7.

http://www.grifolsplasma.com


marks in rebounds (11) and 
assists (six). All of this produc-
tion came despite coming off 
the bench.

“What a performance,” head 
coach Fran McCaffery said of 
Nunge. “He got buckets when 
we needed them. He finished 
through contact. He contest-
ed around the rim and didn’t 
give them second shots. It’s so 
awesome to have him in with 
Luka, or when Luka’s out.”

Iowa defeated Michi-
gan State just 11 days ago at 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena. The 
Hawkeyes only won by six 
points, in part because the 
Spartans hit 12 3-pointers 
and collected 20 offensive re-
bounds.

This time, Iowa held Michi-
gan State to six 3s (on 29 per-
cent shooting) and 11 offensive 
boards.

“We just played them, so we 
knew the scouting report real-
ly well,” Nunge said. “We knew 
what they were going to try 
and do against us. Through-
out the last two practices 
preparing for them, we knew 
what we needed to do to win. 
And today we played well as a 
team.”

For the first time in five at-
tempts this season, Iowa won a 
game in which Fredrick wasn’t 
available to play for the entire 
40 minutes. And with the win, 
the Hawkeyes also complet-
ed only their second regular 
season sweep of the Spartans 
since the 1993-94 season.

All of this without a typically 
dominant Garza performance. 
But that may bode well for Io-
wa moving forward.

“It shows how complete of 
a team we have,” Wieskamp 
said of Iowa winning big de-
spite Garza’s low point total. 
“Obviously Luka has drawn a 
lot of the national attention, 
but we have a lot of guys who 
can get the job done.”
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BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10

which he set last season. 
Britt’s 7.60 in the hurdles is 

tops in the Big Ten this year 
and second in the nation — 
just .05 seconds behind Flor-
ida State’s Trey Cunningham.

In the long jump, Britt fin-
ished with a distance of 7.45 
meters after qualifying at 
7.60 meters. His qualifying 
distance puts him in a tie for 
fifth in school history. 

“Jamal is a tremendous 
athlete and a guy who helps 
the team in a lot of different 
areas,” Woody said. “His goal 
is to get to the national meet 
and be a big-time point scorer 
for us.”

Apart from Britt and Ma-
gee’s personal bests, Iowa 
athletes set 12 other person-
al records including two by 

Tionna Tobias in the 60-me-
ter hurdles and the long jump. 

Although the Hawkeyes 
didn’t pick up any golds at 
the UI Recreation Building on 
Saturday, personal bests were 
under attack yet again. 

Iowa set 19 more person-
al-bests on Saturday, two 
of which came in the men’s 
3000-meter. Nick Trattner 
finished in 8:12.68, nearly 
a ten-second improvement 
over his previous best, and 
Max Murphy posted a 7:59.30. 
The sub-eight-minute mark 
vaults Murphy into third 
place in school history. 

On the women’s side, 
all three Hawkeyes in the 
3000-meter premier finals 
tallied new personal-records. 

Emma Gordon and Gabby 
Skopec both posted new per-
sonal bests, and Kelli Tosic 
burst onto the scene with a 
12th-place finish in 9:57.84. 

“The 3,000 meters was 

amazing, both men and wom-
en had really great PR’s,” 
Woody said. “That’s why I 
gave [distance coach] Randy 
[Hasenbank] the floor at the 
end of our team meeting. I 
wanted to let him talk about 
the distance group because 
sometimes they don’t get 
enough recognition for the 
hard work and progression 
that they’ve had over this last 
year.”

At the Spire Invitation-
al, Mallory King won the 
800-meter, along with the 
4x400-meter relay that in-
cluded teammates Mariel 
Bruxvoort, Tesa Roberts, 
and Payton Wensel. The 
Hawkeyes had 19 career-bests 
in Ohio between Friday and 
Saturday. 

Iowa track and field won’t 
compete again until the Big 
Ten Indoor Championships 
from Feb. 25-27 in Geneva, 
Ohio.

Kate Heston/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Joe Wieskamp (10) goes up for a basket during a men’s basketball game between the Iowa Hawkeyes and the Ohio State Buckeyes at Carver-
Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 4. 

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Jamal Britt finishes his leg of the 4x400m relay premier during the second day of the Larry Wieczorek Invitational 
on Jan. 23. at the University of Iowa Recreation Building. Britt ran a split of 48.375, contributing to the Iowa ‘A’ 
team victory with a total time of 3:09.58.Because of coronavirus restrictions, the Hawkeyes could only host Big 
Ten teams. Iowa men took first, scoring 189, and women finished third with 104 among Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Nebraska, and Illinois.

VOLLEYBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10

couldn’t capitalize on its op-
portunities.

Ohio State won the third 
set, 25-18, as Emily Witte’s six 
kills and one block in that set 

carried the Buckeyes. 
“We have to keep the fo-

cus wheel rolling and finish 
sets. We missed serves in the 
middle, which caused us to 

lose our lead and momen-
tum heading into the last five 
points,” Brown said. “Our 
passing line of Joslyn Boyer, 
Maddie Slagle, Leanne Lowry, 

and Edina Schmidt did a great 
job in both sets. They kept us 
in sets one and two.”

None of the Hawkeyes fin-
ished with double-digit kills in 
either match but Blythe Rients 
was very efficient on Saturday, 
as she slated eight kills and a 
.538 hitting percentage.

Junior middle blocker Han-
nah Clayton has had a hitting 
percentage over .300 for the 
last five games with her .308 
percentage Friday and .357 
performance Saturday.  

The Buckeyes were led in 
kills by junior outside hitter 
Vanja Bukilić for the first time 
this season, with 14 in Satur-
day’s match.

Freshman Emily Londot 
came into the weekend with 
the fifth-highest kills per set 
in the conference, and she 
continued her hot streak this 
weekend for Ohio State. The 
Utica, Ohio, native tallied 10 
kills Friday and 12 Saturday.

The Hawkeyes’ loss on Fri-
day to Ohio State was not as 
close, as Iowa got over the 
20-point mark once.

Iowa mustered only 17 
points in the first and 15 in the 

second, before posting a bet-
ter 21-point performance in 
the third.

Junior middle blocker Ami-
ya Jones’s .305 hitting per-
centage led the Hawkeyes last 
season and was 13th in the Big 
Ten. 

She made her first appear-
ance of the season with her 
start on Friday and tallied four 
kills and a block. Jones also 
added six kills and a block for 
Iowa on Saturday. 

Ohio State came into the 
matchup at the top of the con-
ference in digs with sopho-
more libero Kylie Murr as the 
fifth-highest player in digs per 
set in the league.

While Ohio State out-
digged Iowa in both matches, 
it was Iowa’s libero, Joslyn 
Boyer, who set game-highs in 
digs in both matches with 19 
on Friday and 20 on Saturday. 

“Joslyn Boyer, Edina 
Schmidt, and Blythe Rients 
showed a lot of heart tonight,” 
Brown said Friday. “We start-
ed out each set offensively out 
of rhythm. In this conference, 
it’s an uphill climb to find it 
during the match.”

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Blythe Rients gets ready to toss up a serve during a women’s volleyball match between Iowa and Indiana at Xtream Arena on Feb. 5. 
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BY CHRIS WERNER
christopher-werner@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Recreational Building 
was abuzz with action on both Friday and Satur-
day as Iowa track and field welcomed seven oth-
er Big Ten schools to Iowa City for the Hawkeye 
Big Ten Invitational.

The weekend also featured the Spire Big Ten 
Invitational in Geneva, Ohio, with Iowa and oth-
er Big Ten programs.

At home, the Hawkeyes posted personal re-
cords and first-place finishes on Friday and Sat-
urday.

In the first event of the meet, Dallyssa Hug-
gins finished atop the leaderboard in the high 
jump, clearing 1.73 meters on her second attempt 
— tying her season-best mark. 

After Huggins began the day collecting a win, 
Iowa continued the jump to the top on day one, 
collecting three more golds in both the men’s 
and women’s 60-meter hurdles, as well as the 
men’s long jump. 

In the women’s 60-meter hurdles, Paige Ma-
gee ran consecutive personal-bests en route to 
a .05 second win over the second-place finisher 
with an 8.29.

“Paige Magee continues to put together an in-
credible freshman campaign,” director of track 
and field Joey Woody said. “She is competing to 
win. That is the most important thing. If you’re 
doing that against the competition, we have 
in the Big Ten, you’re doing some really good 
things.”

Magee’s finals time puts her third in school 
history. Her prelims mark earlier in the day was 
good for fifth on that list. 

Other Hawkeye victories were thanks to junior 
Jamal Britt.

Britt’s mark of 7.60 in the 60-meter hurdles 
tied teammate Jaylan McConico’s school record 

BY WILL FINEMAN
william-fineman@uiowa.edu

The Iowa volleyball team continues its search for 
an elusive road win, after it dropped both matches in 
three sets at Ohio State this weekend.

Ohio State continued its undefeated start, grab-
bing its fifth and sixth wins of the season. Iowa 
moved to 1-7 on the year. 

Saturday’s match was neck and neck throughout, 
with the first two sets requiring extra points, but the 
third was not as close.

Iowa came back from a two-point deficit late in the 

first set to force ties at 24, 25, and 26, before Iowa’s 
two straight errors gave Ohio State the first set win, 
28-26. 

“We talked about our gameday focus and re-ad-
justing our routine,” head coach Vicki Brown said in 
a release. “That was a big contributor to how we start-
ed in the first set.” 

Iowa fended off three set points in the second set 
to tie it at 24 and then take the lead, but Ohio State 
battled and forced ties at 25, 26, and 27 before taking 
the set, 29-27.  

That was the heartbreaking night Iowa had as the 
team had five set points throughout the match but 

Buckeyes top volleyball
Iowa lost both matches in three sets but forced multiple 

over points in the first and second sets Saturday. 

The Hawkeyes posted six 
combined wins at the Spire 
and Hawkeye Big Ten 
Invitationals. 

Track speeds 
past weekend 
competition

SEE VOLLEYBALL 9

BY ROBERT READ 
robert-read@uiowa.edu

Luka Garza only scored 
eight points Saturday against 
Michigan State, and C.J. Fred-
rick didn’t play. But Iowa won 
by 30 points in East Lansing.

Yes, that actually hap-
pened.

The No. 15 Hawkeye men’s 
basketball team (15-6 overall, 
9-5 Big Ten) shot 52 percent 
from 3-point range to throt-
tle the Spartans (10-8, 4-8), 

88-58, at the Breslin Center. 
Iowa’s 30-point win is its larg-
est margin of victory ever in a 
game played in East Lansing.

The home loss is the worst 
in Tom Izzo’s 26 years as 
Michigan State’s head coach.

“I’m embarrassed,” Izzo 
said to begin his press confer-
ence.

Iowa entered Saturday’s 
game 3-23 all-time at the 
Breslin Center. A balanced of-
fensive attack, complemented 
by one of the team’s best de-

fensive performances of the 
season, led to win No. 4.

Garza only shot 3-of-11 from 
the field in his season-low 
scoring performance. But 
Joe Wieskamp dominated, 
hitting five 3-pointers on his 
way to 21 points. The junior, 
who in four previous meet-
ings with Michigan State had 
never scored in double-digits, 
also tallied seven rebounds 
and three assists.

“Michigan State has always 
been a tough team for me 

to play against,” Wieskamp 
said. “I feel like they’ve done 
a good job of scouting me… 
I think I’ve learned a lot over 
the years — how I can attack 
them differently and contin-
ue to play aggressive and play 
through that physicality.”

Wieskamp led the way 
scoring-wise, but his team-
mates offered plenty of assis-
tance.

The Hawkeyes drained 13 
shots from beyond the arc.

Connor McCaffery con-

verted on a career-high four 
3-pointers and finished with 
a season-high 16 points, while 
Keegan Murray, who started 
for Fredrick for the fourth 
time this season, hit a pair 
of triples himself and scored 
eight.

Jack Nunge also had per-
haps the best game of his 
Iowa career. The 6-foot-11 
forward tied a career high 
with 18 points and set career 

Iowa delivers Breslin beatdown
The Iowa men’s basketball team completed the regular season sweep over Michigan State

with its largest-ever win in the series.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Joe Wieskamp walks to the bench during a men’s basketball game between Iowa and Rutgers at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 10. 

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Joslyn Boyer digs the ball from the ground and passes it to teammate, Hannah Clayton, during a women’s volleyball match between 
Iowa and Indiana at Xtream Arena on Feb. 5.
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3-pointers men’s basketball 
made at Michigan State 
Saturday

Women’s gymnastics de-
feats No. 29 Maryland  

The No. 9 Iowa women’s gym-
nastics team brought the fire into 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena Saturday 
afternoon, as it posted the fifth-
best score in program history with 
a 196.755 in a tri-meet against No. 
29 Maryland and No. 12 Minnesota.

Iowa topped Maryland, 196.755-
195.350, while Minnesota finished 
with a score of 196.975. This Gold-
en Gophers’ score wasn’t counted 
head-to-head against the Gym-
Hawks because the Feb. 6 meet 
against the Golden Gophers was 
the competition between the 
two teams measured for Big Ten 
standings.

While the score showed anoth-
er great performance, Iowa head 
coach Larissa Libby could tell her 
team was fatigued. She’s proud 
that they fought through the ad-
versity. 

“This week 
was long for us 
and hard,” Lib-
by said. “You 
could see we 
were tired and 
were low in the 
tank. It was the 
first time in five 

weeks that I had to pull them 
together to focus. When you 100 
percent trust the six that are go-
ing, look at how the back two or 
three events went. Even with the 
beam lineup changed completely, 
they scored one of their highest 
scores.” 

Men’s gymnastics downs 
No. 4 Illinois 

The Iowa men’s gymnastics 
team continued its final season 
Saturday night with a win against 
No. 4 Illinois. The Hawkeyes 
downed the Fighting Illini, 
402.000- 400.500.

The competition marked the 
first for the men inside Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena this season. 

Iowa head coach JD Reive was 
happy to see his team persevere 
after finding out in August that 
the sport would be cut from Iowa 
after the 2020-21 academic year.

“I’m having a 
pretty good time 
with these guys 
this year,” Reive 
said. “And you 
can see them 
also doing so. 
They’re compet-
ing well togeth-
er, they’re doing 

it in the gym, and they’re doing it 
with the hard work that it takes to 
do this. They’re performing above 
and beyond what you would’ve 
anticipated, given all the baggage 
we brought into this season. The 
cool thing is they got over it, and 
they’re setting goals and trying to 
accomplish them.”

The Hawkeyes dominated the 
Fighting Illini, winning in five of 
the six events. 

Junior Evan Davis claimed the 
all-around title with a score of 
81.700. Senior Bennet Huang fol-
lowed closely behind with a sec-
ond-place score of 80.750

Go to dailyiowan.com to 
read more.

Go to dailyiowan.com to 
read more.

Reive

Libby

“Everybody across 
the board played 
well and I think 
that’s something 
we can use 
going forward as 
momentum.”

 — Iowa men’s 
basketball 
forward Jack 
Nunge after 
Saturday’s win 
at Michigan 
State

QUOTE OF THE DAY
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