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The University of Iowa Food 
Pantry, a student-run organi-
zation, is seeking additional 
funding from the university 
after it experienced an unprec-
edented increase in demand in 
2020.

The Food Pantry at Iowa dis-
tributed over 32,000 pounds 
of food during the fall 2020 
semester, over four times the 
amount of food distributed 
during the same time period in 
2019. 

More than 300 clients used 
the food pantry this fall, of 
which nearly a third were uni-
versity employees. The reach 
of and demand for the pantry 
outside of the student popu-

lation, advocates say is a sign 
it’s outgrowing its student or-
ganization status. Thirty per-
cent of patrons were university 
employees, 42 percent under-

graduates, 23 percent graduate 
students, and 5 percent profes-
sional students. 

The Food Pantry at Iowa is 
currently a student organiza-

tion, advised by Sarah Henry, 
the AmeriCorps Civic Engage-
ment program coordinator in 
the Office of Leadership, Ser-
vice, and Civic Engagement. 
Henry also advises the Clothing 
Closet, a campus organization 
that offers free professional 
wear to students. 

UI junior and psycholo-
gy major Manisha Modukuri 
stepped into the position of 

executive director at the food 
pantry after UI senior Charlotte 
Lenkaitis, Global Health Stud-
ies and Spanish major, ended 
her term at the end of 2020.

Undergraduate Student 
Government granted the Food 
Pantry at Iowa a significant 
amount of surplus funding, but 
Lenkaitis and
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As the country prepares for 
increased distribution of the 
COVID-19 vaccine, local par-
ents are continuing to have 
conversations with their chil-
dren about safety, health, and 
virtual schooling to unravel the 
pandemic’s complexity.

Julie Heidger, mother of four 
elementary students in the Io-
wa City Community School 
District, said she tries to en-
courage her children’s safety 

practices by telling them that 
they have a role in keeping their 
grandparents safe.

“We told them that this is a 
new virus that our bodies aren’t 
used to yet, that it affects peo-
ple in different ways, and we 
want to keep my grandpa and 
step-mom safe,” Heidger said. 
“That’s helped my kids with 
the buy-in because they are our 
most important people.” 

Iowa City parent Amy Fer-
guson-Miller said parenting a 
high school senior and a 9-year-
old elementary student has 

shown her the importance of 
communicating with her chil-
dren about the pandemic in 
age-appropriate ways.

“With my little one, I kept 
it on a third-grade level so I 
would not overwhelm her,” 
Ferguson-Miller said. “For my 
senior, there were a lot of re-
al-life conversations that came 
out of last spring. I think the 
shutdowns were socially harder 
for her.”

Ferguson-Miller said al-
though her high school senior 
daughter has adapted her 

friendships to virtual and so-
cially distanced settings, she is 
concerned that her third-grad-
er might be losing opportuni-
ties to develop stronger friend-
ships as a young student. 

“I think when you’re little, 
you’re forming your friend-
ships at that point,” Fergu-
son-Miller said. “And when 
you’re not in school, you can’t.”

According to Healthline, so-
cial-distancing measures may 
pose challenges for 
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I n s i d e Food pantry demand skyrockets
The Food Pantry at Iowa has struggled to meet high demands for nutritious food for those in need 

in the UI community, with student volunteers hoping for an increase in funding to restructure, 
hire a full-time employee, and offer a broader range of products and services. 

 Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
Canned goods fill the shelf at the University of Iowa food pantry, on Jan 22.

UI launches 
DEI 
initiatives
Underrepresented 
groups at the University 
of Iowa were less likely 
to report being satisfied 
with the campus climate 
and feeling individually 
valued at the UI, accord-
ing to the UI’s second 
faculty and staff campus 
climate survey.

BY SARAH WATSON & CALEB 

McCULLOUGH
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Starting this semester, the 
University of Iowa is launching 
new diversity, equity, inclusion 
initiatives, including mandatory 
training for senior administra-
tors, following the release this 
week of the most recent campus 
climate survey, which found 
that underrepresented groups 
reported lower levels of satis-
faction and higher likelihood of 
considering leaving the UI in the 
past year. 

The UI’s Faculty and Staff 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
2020 Campus Climate Survey, 
released Monday, included re-
sponses from 7,419 faculty, staff, 
and postdoctoral scholars at the 
University of Iowa. 

Overall, 73 percent of respon-
dents reported being satisfied 
with the campus climate, similar 
to the first survey launched two 
years ago. Eighty percent of re-
spondents said they felt valued 
as individuals at Iowa. A smaller 
percentage of multiracial,

Iowa City parents navigate COVID 
conversations

Uncertain when COVID-19 mitigation measures will 
end, parents continue to help their children under-
stand as emerging research reveals the pandemic’s im-

pact on childhood mental health. 

SEE DEI, 2SEE COVID, 2

SEE PANTRY, 3

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Pictured is Julie Heidger and her children; Paul (left), Kaevion (middle), and Piers (right), on Jan. 24, on the Pentacrest at the University of Iowa. With 
no certainty when the pandemic will end, Julie teaches her boys that their safe actions against COVID-19 can protect others. 

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
Executive Director of the University of Iowa food pantry Manisha 
Modukrion poses for a portrait on Jan. 22.  The food pantry is in room 
278 of the Iowa Memorial Union. 
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Different items line both sides of the aisle, on Jan 22. Arrows on the 
floor help customers make their way through the pantry to maintain 
COVID-19 precautions.

University of Iowa student 
named SNL scholar
Alexi Bolden, a graduating senior, 
will take comedy classes through 
Chicago’s Second City, and then 
have the opportunity to audition for 
the late Saturday Night Live Televi-
sion Program

Iowans in Congress talk 
agriculture priorities
Members of Iowa’s congressional del-
egation spoke about agriculture poli-
cies and how they plan to work with 
the new administration.

Former Hawkeyes headed 
to Super Bowl
On Sunday, the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers and the Kansas City Chiefs 
both secured their spots in the 
Super Bowl to be held Feb. 7, mean-
ing a few former Hawkeyes also 
had their tickets to the big game 
punched.

Hawkeye seniors opt out
All three of Iowa volleyball’s seniors 
decided to opt out of the 2020-21 
season because of COVID-19, leaving 
the Hawkeyes reliant upon new fac-
es for production, leadership, and 
playmaking ability.

Regents ask Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Health to 
include faculty in COVID-19 
vaccination plans
At the University of Iowa’s Faculty 
Council meeting, president Joseph 
Yockey said the state Board of Re-
gents and other representatives of 
colleges and universities in Iowa 
are asking the Iowa Department of 
Public Health to expand the phase 
1B guidelines.
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-older children and 
younger adolescents as 
they reach an age associ-
ated with forming deep-
er friendships. Friend-
ship-building may be 
harder to experience in a 
virtual setting or while so-
cial distancing. 

In her household of four 
boys, Heidger said her 
sons find creative ways 
to play and have formed 

a closer bond during the 
stretch of increased social 
isolation. 

She added that, al-
though the pandemic’s 
implications can be chal-
lenging, she is glad her 
family is facing everything 
together. 

Laura Fuller, a clinical 
psychologist and director 
of psychology at the Uni-
versity of Iowa Stead Fam-
ily Children’s Hospital’s 
Department of Psychia-
try, said she has firsthand 
experience witnessing 

the pandemic’s impact 
on family and childhood 
mental wellbeing. 

Fuller said she believes, 
however, that there are 
simple ways parents can 
communicate with their 
children to ensure they re-
main fulfilled and safe.

“Parents should listen 
to their kids and listen 
to their concerns,” Full-
er said. “They should be 
hearing from them what 
things they’re hoping to 
do and be adjusting with 
reasonable alternatives.”

Four Oaks Therapist 
Lydia Frazier said she has 
concerns about how some 
children and adolescents 
adapt to social isolation. 

“Young clients that have 
symptoms of anxiety, so-
cial anxiety, and depres-
sion of course have worry 
associated with the pan-
demic,” Frazier said. “But 
the flip side is they have 
permission to isolate. All 
of their inclinations are 
being reinforced. I think 
that it’s going to be really 

challenging for these kids 
to reemerge into what we 
all previously saw as nor-
mal life.”

Frazier added that 
symptoms of men-
tal-health disorders are 
rising in previously unaf-
fected adolescents due to 
the pandemic.

According to a recent 
national survey, 14 per-
cent of parents reported 
that their children’s be-
havioral health is worsen-
ing, and one in 10 families 
reported declining mental 
health in both parents and 
children since the start of 
COVID-19 mitigation ef-
forts. 

Some families’ reports 
of unstable mental well-
being surfaced alongside 
changes in insurance sta-
tus, loss of regular child-
care, food insecurity, and 
job loss. 

As previously reported 
by The Daily Iowan, some 
parents also find it diffi-
cult to help their children 
remain engaged during 

virtual instruction.
After student-teaching 

virtually in two merged 
sixth-grade classes last 
fall, substitute teacher 
at Shimek Elementary 
School Montana Staab 
said while her students 
adapted quickly, she is 
aware that kids and par-
ents face challenges when 
taking on virtual instruc-
tion.

“I think the accountabil-
ity aspect of having kids 
become more in charge of 
their learning and having 
parents take on more of a 
strategic role is definitely 
hard,” Staab said.

Although parents con-
tinue to worry about their 
children’s learning capa-
bilities and mental health 
as COVID-19’s case-counts 
surge, Heidger said she 
is confident in children’s 
ability to adapt to mitiga-
tion efforts.

“I think there’s so much 
talk about how kids aren’t 
learning as much or that 
their learning is inhibited 

by the pandemic. I think 
our kids are learning life 
lessons,” Heidger said. 
“Their role of keeping peo-
ple safe, and their role of 
being a family member 
— those are lessons they 
would not have learned 
otherwise.”
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Students are seen walking to and from class in the snow while a reporter and cameraman set up equipment at the University of Iowa on Jan. 25. 

underrepresented racial 
groups, and Latinx respon-
dents reported feeling val-
ued — at 71 percent, 78 
percent, and 77 percent re-
spectively. That’s compared 
to 83 percent of white re-
spondents and 89 percent 
of Asian survey-takers who 
reported feeling valued.

In the survey, the under-
represented racial groups 
category included American 
and Alaska Native, Black or 
African American, and Native 
Hawaiian or Pacific Islander.

The disparity was wid-
er among gender groups 
— 69 percent of Trans and 
Gender Non-Conforming 
respondents said they felt 
valued compared to 81 per-
cent of men and 82 percent 
of women.

Around half of underrep-
resented racial groups and 
Latinx respondents have 
considered leaving the UI in 
the past year, nearly twice as 
high as Asian respondents, 
at 26 percent. Overall, 41 
percent of respondents said 
they considered leaving the 
UI in the past year, at sim-
ilar levels to the survey two 
years ago. 

Associate Vice President 
for Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Liz Tovar said that 
she and her team wanted to 
figure out why a high num-
ber — especially of under-
represented groups that re-
ported departmental culture 
as a reason — had consid-
ered leaving and how to give 
them a better counter offer.

“And one of the things 
that we found was people 
question the level of com-
mitment that the universi-
ty has toward DEI work,” 
Tovar said. “My response to 
that really is, I think we are 
committed, but sometimes 
we don’t do a very effective 
job of communicating that 
commitment.”

The campus climate re-
port also showed a gap in 
levels of importance UI re-
spondents placed on diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion. 

Overall, 94 percent of re-
spondents said they “some-
what” to “strongly” agree 
that achieving diversity, 
equity, and inclusion at the 
UI is personally important 
to them. 

About 31 percent of re-
spondents also said they 
“somewhat” to “strongly” 
agreed that the university 
puts too much of an empha-
sis on DEI. Tovar said those 
perspectives should be lis-
tened to and understood as 
part of the university’s DEI 
efforts.

“I think that we really 
have to be open, as a com-
munity, to listening to folks 
who are at different stages, 
whether they be personally 
or professionally in terms of 
how they process diversity, 
equity, and inclusion,” To-
var said. “I try and remind 
people that we need to re-
spect people for where they 
are, but also figuring out a 
way on, how do we have con-
versations around DEI, even 
with individuals who don’t 
necessarily want to embrace 

DEI.”
The UI has five key initia-

tives it plans to implement 
in response to the findings, 
including mandatory DEI 
training for top-level ad-
ministrators.

The training will be pro-
vided by Nancy “Rusty” Bar-
celó, a UI alum who has held 
administrator positions at 
the UI and was president 
of Northern New Mexico 
College from 2010 to 2015. 
Tovar said the training will 
be year-long 
and involve 
the president’s 
cabinet, college 
deans, and oth-
ers. 

The Division 
of Diversity, 
Equity, and 
Inclusion will 
also conduct a 
series of listen-
ing sessions to 
hear from stu-
dents, faculty, 
and staff about 
their experi-
ences related to 
DEI on campus, 
and to provide 
updates on the 
u n i v e r s i t y ’ s 
DEI efforts, 
along with oth-
er programs 
designed to en-
gage the community.

The Division also plans to 
implement faculty DEI fel-
lows to further the campus 
DEI mission. Tovar noted 
that senior administrators 
and those within the divi-
sion need to have contin-

uous conversations with 
those in supervisory roles as 
departmental climate was 
the top reason for 19 differ-
ent identity groups for con-
sidering leaving the UI.

“One of the areas that you 
may notice is that you know 
a lot of people may consid-
er leaving the University 
of Iowa, because of what 
is taking place at the unit 
level. And so I really think 
it’s important that we have 
our individuals who were 

in a supervisory role to have 
them help us with this con-
versation.”

The division also updat-
ed its diversity, equity, and 
inclusion strategic plan. 
Created in 2019, the 2020 
climate survey will serve as a 

foundation for the next iter-
ation of the plan. According 
to the UI’s tallies, 80 percent 
of the 116 items are complet-
ed, ongoing, or in progress. 

“We’re very committed 
to making sure that DEI is 
embedded in the core fab-

ric of our institution,” Tovar 
said. “We are like the rest of 
the country, and like other 
institutions in that we have 
our challenges, and we rec-
ognize them, but they’re cer-
tainly not challenges that we 
can’t overcome.”

DEI
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

COVID
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
The Old Capitol building is seen on April 30, 2020 in Iowa City. 

SNOW DAY

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Pictured is Julie Heidger’s children; Piers (left), Paul (middle), and Kaevi-
on (right), on Sunday, on the Pentacrest at the University of Iowa.
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Modukuri said they’re seek-
ing additional assistance in 
order to restructure the food 
pantry. 

The Food Pantry at Iowa’s 
executive board is in the pro-
cess of writing a proposal to 
get more funding from the UI 
Division of Student Life, Len-
kaitis said, which is expected 
to come up for discussion 
around March.

“This past year was a chal-
lenging time with the pan-
demic, trying to change how 
we do food distribution,” 
Lenkaitis said. “We are seeing 
more clients now than we have 
ever seen in the past. How the 
food pantry is structured now 
... it’s not sustainable. I’ve been 
in tears over how much work 
there is to do for the food pan-
try. We’re looking to get a full 
time, permanent staff member 
assigned to help with day-to-
day operations.” 

Associate Vice President 
and Dean of Students Angie 
Reams said the division looks 
forward to receiving and re-
viewing the proposal, and the 
division leadership is “dedicat-
ed to supporting” the pantry’s 
initiatives.

“The Division of Student Life 
fully supports the student lead-
ership of the Food Pantry and 
appreciates the long-standing 
work of the student organiza-
tion,” Reams said in a prepared 
statement emailed to The Daily 
Iowan. “The division believes in 
honoring the students who be-
gan the Food Pantry and those 
students who continue to lead. 
Leadership in the division is 
dedicated to supporting the 
initiatives of the Food Pantry 
at Iowa as well as supporting 
overall student wellbeing and 
basic needs in variety of ways 
through student organiza-
tions, resources, and focused 
committee work.”

Assistant Professor of Edu-

cational Policy & Leadership 
Studies Katharine Broton, 
co-editor of the book Food In-
security on Campus: Action and 
Intervention, wrote in an email 
to the DI that the client demo-
graphics at the food pantry are 
indicative of a broader issue in 
the UI community.

“Most clients visit the pantry 
once or twice to get through a 
rough patch, but about 20 per-
cent visit five or more times, 
suggesting a more serious 
problem with food insecurity,” 
Broton said. “The COVID-19 
pandemic has exacerbated 
food insecurity across the 
world, and our campus is no 
different. The additional fed-
eral investments in SNAP and 
through the CARES Act have 
helped, but it is not enough to 
meet the growing demand.”

The Hawkeye Area Commu-
nity Action Program provides 
about 70 percent of the food 
donations to the Food Pantry 
at Iowa. 

The Food Pantry at Iowa 
has also partnered with Table 
to Table, an organization that 
acts as a middleman to collect 
donations of edible food from 
restaurants, grocery stores, 
and even school cafeterias that 
would otherwise be thrown 
away. 

Lenkaitis said Table to Table 
brings donations to the food 
pantry about once a week, and 
food pantry volunteers make 
weekly shopping trips for non-
food items and staples not al-
ways available via donations. 

According to the Food Pan-
try at Iowa’s website, Table to 
Table donated 13.2 percent of 
the food in December.

The Food Pantry at Iowa 
has a list of high priorities, one 
of which is providing a more 
diverse range of ingredients, 
Modukuri said. 

“When you are able to pro-
vide a greater range of cul-
turally diverse foods, it shows 
more recognition for the cli-
ents,” Modukuri said. “Regard-

less of your culture, you should 
be able to come into the pantry 
and get the items you want.”

Lenkaitis said the Food Pan-
try at Iowa also offers toiletry 
items such as menstrual prod-
ucts, toilet paper, toothbrush-
es, toothpaste, and occasional-
ly diapers. 

“We like to provide that 
steady, stable supply of hygiene 
items, but it’s often difficult 
because they’re much more ex-
pensive for us to purchase, and 
we don’t usually get donations 
of them,” Lenkaitis said.

Lenkaitis and Modukuri 
said the Food Pantry at Iowa 
executive board hopes to ex-
pand its repertoire of non-food 
items to include kitchen items 
like dish soap, aluminum foil, 
and even pots and pans.

Inspired by the Human Ser-
vices Resource Center at Ore-
gon State University, Lenkaitis 
said she dreams of having a 
space where students in need 
can eat, rest, take showers, 
or even use a free washer and 
dryer. While calling it a lofty 
goal, she said expanding the 
food pantry beyond a student 
organization could be a good 
first step. 

Modukuri, who began vol-
unteering with the food pantry 
as a freshman, said the most 
beneficial thing to the food 
pantry would be awareness.

“Food insecurity is an issue 
on college campuses,” she said, 
“... and food pantries aren’t go-
ing to solve it.”

Broton agreed and said op-
erating the food pantry was 
not enough. 

“We need to get hungry 
students food to eat today 
through pantries, meal vouch-
ers, emergency aid, and so on. 
We can also help prevent them 
from becoming hungry by 
connecting them to SNAP and 
other public benefits,” Broton 
said. “But ultimately, we need 
to change policies and systems 
to keep students from becom-
ing hungry in the first place.

PANTRY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Recognizing other religious holidays is a not only part of DEI initiatives, but it 
also benefits mental health. 

Iowa lawmakers have been pushing to reintroduce the death penalty, however,
the death penalty has long been a cruel and problematic punishment. 

BY YASSIE BUCHANAN   
yassie-buchanan@uiowa.edu

Iowa lawmakers have re-
cently pushed to bring back the 
death penalty, but execution has 
long been a problematic and 
cruel punishment that has no 
place in the Hawkeye State.

A bill introduced in the Leg-
islature calls for a limited death 
penalty which would only apply 
to people convicted of kidnap-
ping, sexually assaulting, and 
murdering a minor.  

Although it would be a limited 
death penalty, there are already 
significant disparities between 

the incarceration rates for peo-
ple of color and white people in 
Iowa. These disparities would 
most likely also be seen in death 
sentences.  

Because of these disparities, 
Iowa should not push for a rein-
troduction of the death penalty 
—even if it is a limited one. 

According to research done 
by Prison Policy, minorities are 
overrepresented in Iowa jails 
while white people are under-
represented. Black people make 
up only 5 percent of the popula-
tion in Iowa — yet they account 
for nearly a quarter of the prison 
population. In contrast, white Io-

wans make up close to 90 percent 
of the population and 66 percent 
of the prison population.  

Additionally, research has 
shown that Black people are more 
likely to be sentenced to death 
than white people.  According to 
the Death Penalty Information 
Center, Black and white Ameri-
cans make up roughly 42 percent 
of the death row population each, 
despite Black people only making 
up 13.4 percent of the overall pop-
ulation, according to U.S. Census 
Bureau. 

With the racial disparities al-
ready present in Iowa’s criminal 
justice system and the dispari-

ties with white versus Black peo-
ple on death row, presumably, 
there would be a large imbalance 
between white and Black people 
sentenced to death in Iowa.  

According to the ACLU, mon-
ey is also a large factor that plays 
a part in death sentences. Many 
people being sentenced to death 
row don’t have the funds for 
skilled attorneys, thus they are 
more likely than those who can 
afford a skilled attorney to find 
themselves on death row.  

There is also a history of peo-
ple being sentenced to death and 
later being found to be innocent. 
One in 10 people are released 

for every death sentence carried 
out. Additionally, since the year 
1963, 156 people from 26 states 
have been released from death 
row after being found innocent. 

Outside of the moral and 
racial justice implications asso-
ciated with the death penalty, a 
case involving the death penalty 
is on average more expensive 
than a non-death penalty case, 
according to analyses done of 
state Legislative documents by 
Amnesty International. 

Many of the people opposed 
to the implementation of the 
death penalty stated how, as we 
are in the middle of a pandemic, 

there is not an abundance of re-
sources to cover the cost of car-
rying out the death penalty.   

In addition, although it may 
seem like it would, states with 
the death penalty are not found 
to have lower crime rates than 
states without.

The death penalty is already 
an often cruel and racially 
charged punishment that our 
tax dollars do not need to be 
feeding into. Taking into ac-
count the current state of our 
country and our world, reintro-
ducing the death penalty should 
not be on the to-do list for Iowa 
lawmakers. 

BY ALLY PRONINA
aleona-pronina@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City Community 
School District must accommo-
date Islamic holidays in order 
to be fair and continue their 
diversity, equity, and inclusion 
efforts.

The Iowa City Communi-
ty School District has already 
taken steps to become more di-
verse. 

They developed a toolkit for 
talking about racially sensitive 
topics — such as slavery, in the 
classroom. However, these ef-
forts need to expand to the in-
clusivity of different religions.  

The local schools have turned 
down requests from one of their 
Muslim students, Reem Kirja, to 
create off days on Islamic holi-
days, the Iowa City Press-Citizen 
first reported. Kirja made a pe-

tition to change the district cal-
endars and has spread the word 
about it. 

In previous reporting by The 
Daily Iowan Iowa City school 
officials have said they are in 
discussions about changing the 
school calendar to celebrate Eid, 
but that the school couldn’t ac-
commodate every major world 
religion’s holidays within its 
school calendar. In a recent in-
terview with the DI, Kirja said 
this response overlooks the 
number of people in the district 
who celebrate Eid, and damp-
ens diversity. 

“I feel like our school calen-
dar is very Christian,” Kirja said. 
“It’s only fair because this is the 
land of the free. There’s no pri-
oritizing religion.”

The only Islamic holiday 
which falls during the school 
year is Eid-al-Fitr which marks 

the end of Ramadan and will fall 
on May 13 this year, and Kirja is 
advocating for that school day 
off. Looking at the Iowa City 
Community School district 
calendars for 2022 and 2023, 
all they have to do is extend the 
school year by one day in order 
to make this happen. 

In the Islamic tradition, Ra-
madan is the month Prophet 
Muhammad was revealed the 
Quran. Most Muslims spend the 
whole month fasting from sun-
up to sundown. They deserve 
to have an off day for the end 
of something which means so 
much to their religion. 

“They’re important to me be-
cause they hold a lot of history 
and meaning behind them,” 
Kirja said. 

While I understand the 
school district’s concerns about 
all the other religious holidays, 

Kirja is also right — i it’s not 
fair or inclusive that only Chris-
tian-centered holidays are rec-
ognized with a day off of school.

School districts in Maryland 
and New York have started giv-
ing students off-days for Islam-
ic holidays. If they can figure 
something out, I am sure the 
Iowa City Community School 

District can as well. 
For example, the school dis-

trict can take a survey and see 
how many students of each 
faith they have and try to come 
up with a plan which recogniz-
es their holidays the best they 
can. They should at least give 
students who practice a variety 
of faiths a chance to take a break 
from school on their religious 

holidays and catch up on school-
work afterwards. 

However, recognizing reli-
gious holidays is not just about 
DEI initiatives. It also has men-
tal health benefits. 

The Indian Journal of Psychi-
atry published a research paper 
which found religion is correlat-
ed with decreased rates of sui-
cide, alcoholism, and drug use. 
Religion has many other mental 
health benefits. A student not 
being able to celebrate a reli-
gious holiday because they have 
to go to school can negatively 
impact their mental health. 

Everyone should be able to 
celebrate religious holidays 
without having to worry about 
school. Not only does it foster 
inclusivity, but it is good for 
the mental well-being of the 
people to whom the holidays 
have significance. 

Iowa City schools calendar must accommodate 
Islamic holidays 

Iowa doesn’t need the death penalty 

COLUMN

Marijuana prohibition has 
been a costly failure and is end-
ing across America because 
it’s caused far more harm than 
good.  

It has broken up too many 
families, upended too many 
livelihoods, thrown too many 
children into poverty, and has 
taken a lifetime financial toll on 

too many Iowans.   
Over the decades, tens of 

thousands of Iowans have suf-
fered irreparable economic and 
social harm from a criminal 
marijuana possession convic-
tion. For too many, it has paved 
the way for a lifetime of econom-
ic insecurity. In 2019 alone, more 
than 5,000 Iowans were convict-

ed of marijuana possession. 
Iowa taxpayers are on the 

hook for tens of millions annu-
ally for this failure. Taxpayers 
pay twice. They pay higher local 
property taxes as they pick up 
an enormous financial tab for 
an unfair policing and criminal 
justice system. They pay high-
er state taxes for the cost of the 
social safety net to support thou-
sands of families that deal with 
the economic calamity resulting 
from an arrest or a criminal re-
cord. 

Since their inception decades 
ago, Iowa’s marijuana laws have 
not been equally enforced. Da-
ta shows that a Black Iowan is 
more than seven times more 
likely to get arrested for mari-
juana than a White Iowan even 
though their usage rates are the 
same.  

Truth is, marijuana is proven 
to be less toxic than alcohol, has 
less potential for addiction, and 
is less likely to contribute to seri-
ous medical problems.  

For good reason, marijuana 
laws are being re-examined and 
reformed across the country.  
Fifteen states have decided to 
regulate marijuana like alcohol 
including Illinois, Michigan 
and conservative South Dakota. 
Twenty-six states have decrimi-
nalized small amounts for adult 
use. 

Meanwhile, Iowa maintains 
some of the harshest criminal 
penalties and one of the most 
expensive and racially biased 
enforcement in the country. We 
have the power to end the illicit 
marijuana market, refocus law 
enforcement on more serious 
problems and begin a new chap-

ter in how we control and regu-
late marijuana use among adult 
citizens.  

We can create thousands of 
new jobs across Iowa and a sig-
nificant new revenue stream 
to support new investments in 
Black neighborhoods, as well 
as new investments in mental 
health, substance abuse and ed-
ucation. We must also erase the 
marijuana criminal records of 
thousands of Iowans and help 
them recover from the negative 
impact of these unfair laws.    

To be clear, some people will 
have trouble with marijuana. 
Like alcohol, it can be addressed 
as a behavioral health problem 
rather than a criminal justice 
one.  

While a majority of Iowans 
now support regulating mari-
juana like alcohol, reform will 

not come easy. In fact, Repub-
licans are only ones that can 
launch a new era of rational and 
just marijuana policy. We are 
hopeful that a bipartisan effort 
will develop to do just that.  

On Jan. 6, 39 Iowa elected 
leaders from across our state 
publicly and courageously 
pledged to work for marijuana 
reform and invited more state 
and local elected leaders to join 
our efforts.  

If you think marijuana pro-
hibition has caused more harm 
than good, is a costly waste of 
your money, is a government 
infringement on your liberty, 
or think Iowa’s unequal en-
forcement of marijuana laws is 
unjust, it’s time to speak up for 
change. 

 — Joe Bolkcom, Democratic state 

Iowans have suffered enough 
from current marijuana laws — 

it’s time to reform them. Marijuana prohibition has failed Iowa 
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Iowans in Congress talk agriculture priorities
In interviews with The Daily Iowan, members of Iowa’s congressional delegation spoke about agriculture policies

and how they plan to work with the new administration.

BY JULIA SHANAHAN
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu 

Members of Iowa’s congres-
sional delegation say they hope 
to work with the Biden ad-
ministration and Democratic 
majority in Congress on agri-
culture policies that, they say, 
flourished under former Pres-
ident Trump’s administration.

U.S. Sens. Chuck Grassley 
and Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, said 
in Daily Iowan interviews that 
Trump’s Phase 1 trade deal with 
China and expanding the use 
of biofuels benefited Iowa eco-
nomically, and that they hope 
to continue to build on that 
work.

“This president for the first 
time helped farmers by saying 
the government created a prob-
lem, we’re going to help you as 
a result of it,” Grassley said of 
Trump’s trade deal with China.

Trump made four visits 

to Iowa in 2020 and often 
touted his administration’s 
agricultural policies. Trump 
won 53 percent of the vote in 
Iowa in November 2020, with 
other Republican candidates 
throughout the state riding 
on Trump’s coattails. Two dis-
tricts flipped red and Republi-
cans grew their majority in the 
Iowa Legislature. 

Biden’s nominee for Sec-
retary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack — a former Iowa 
governor — has already had 
conversations with Ernst on 
how they can work together 
on policies that affect Iowans. 
Vilsack was also the Secretary 
of Agriculture under Barack 
Obama.

“We’ll just have to push re-
ally hard and make sure that 
Secretary Vilsack is keeping 
Iowans in mind, Midwestern-
ers in mind,” Ernst said. “A little 

different dynamic, but at least 
we know we have some part-
ners that we should be able to 
rely on in the administration 
as well.”

U.S. Rep. Cindy Axne, Io-
wa’s lone Democratic repre-
sentative, told The Daily Iowan 
she wants sustainable agricul-
ture to be a priority. Axne, who 
is on the House Agriculture 
Committee, said she cospon-
sored a bill that would com-
pensate farmers who seques-
ter carbon.

“There’s so much opportu-
nity if we look outside of the 
normal conventions of doing 
things that can help us not 
just open up new markets for 
trade around the world ... But 
we need new products,” Axne 
said. “Iowa is lacking in pro-
cessing capabilities across the 
board because …  we’ve been 
forced into essentially a corn 
and soybean state.”

Trade

Trump and Chinese Vice 
Premier Liu He signed a Phase 
1 trade agreement in January 
2020 that cut some U.S. tar-
iffs on Chinese goods with the 
promise that China would pur-
chase more manufactured and 
agricultural products from the 
U.S. 

This deal was champi-
oned by Republicans as a 
success after years of ne-
gotiations that made it 

significantly more difficult for 
farmers to sell their products 
with China — a top customer 
for many corn and soybean 
farmers in the Midwest. Trump 
first imposed tariffs on $50 bil-
lion worth of Chinese products 
in 2018, and China respond-
ed by imposing $50 billion in 
retaliatory tariffs. The trade 
war went on until the agree-
ment was signed last year.

T h e 
f i n a n -
cial hit 
farmers 
took was 
made up 
for by large 
amounts of 
federal aid 
— in 2019, 
federal aid accounted for 25 
percent of farm net income na-
tionwide.

Grassley acknowledged that 
farmers were hurt in the pro-
cess, but said hardball tactics 
were the only way to get China 
to negotiate new trade policies.

“You can argue over the tariff 
policies of [Trump], the extent 

to which they hurt agriculture, 
and blame the (former) presi-
dent’s policies for that,” Grass-
ley said. “It happens, when he 
started out against China, I 
thought it was the wrong poli-
cy. After a couple years, I real-
ized he would have never got 
China to the table to negotiate 
the trade agreement that was 
signed a year ago right now, if 
he hadn’t taken those actions.”

Biden’s “Plan for Rural 
America” says “Trump’s much 
vaunted China trade strategy 
ended up contributing to a de-
cline in American manufactur-
ing exports” and that “Biden’s 
comprehensive manufacturing 
and innovation strategy will 
marshal the resources of the 
federal government in ways 
that we have not seen since 
World War II.”

Biden’s plan would make a 
$400 billion investment that 
along with his green infra-
structure plan, would power 
new demand for American 
products, Biden Administra-
tion officials argue. His plan al-
so says that the federal govern-
ment would provide capital for 
small manufacturers so they 
can compete in the market and 
grow bio-based manufacturing 
to bring jobs back to the U.S.

“We do need to continue to 
develop trade agreements 
around the world, make 
sure that our products 
are being pushed 
to other nations,” 

Ernst said. “... And we can start 
to see us move away from such 
large amounts of aid for farm-
ers and get to more of that free 
market approach where they’re 
able to take their goods to mar-
ket, they’re able to get deals 
overseas.”

Trump also negotiated the 

United States-Mexico-Cana-
da agreement, or USMCA, to 
replace NAFTA. Proponents 
of the agreement say that the 
USMCA creates more bal-
anced trade in the region and 
supports high-paying jobs in 
the U.S. The new agreement 
strengthens the market for 
corn and soybeans, according 
to an August 2019 statement 
from the White House.

Biofuels

Trump approved the use of 
year-round E-15 in May 2019, 
something that originally could 
not be used in the summer 
months. E-15 is a blend of etha-
nol and gasoline that some 
people say burns cleaner 
than 100 percent oil-de-
rived gasoline. Because 
E-15 is made with corn, the 
industry provides a year-
round demand for one of 
Iowa’s top products.

Some environmentalists 
say increasing the amount 
of ethanol in a gasoline blend 
increases greenhouse gas 
emissions 
and 

waterway pollution from 
chemical runoff, making eth-
anol a complicated topic for 
Democrats and Republicans 
on the campaign trail.

In 2019, motorists pur-
chased in Iowa a record 
amount, in gallons, of E-15 
gasoline. According to the 
Iowa Department of Revenue 
2019 Retailers Fuel Gallons 
Annual Report, more than 47 
million gallons of E-15 were 
purchased in Iowa.

U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson, 
R-Iowa, claimed that some 
provisions from the Green 
New Deal would be devas-
tating to Iowa’s ethanol in-
dustry. She said Congress 
should not implement a one-
size-fits-all approach when it 
comes to addressing climate 
change, and that government 
mandates are not the way to 
do it.

“That doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t be working on pol-
icy to help protect our envi-
ronment, but we do need to 
be cognizant of the damage 
that that could do,” Hinson 
said.

Biden has not endorsed the 
Green New Deal legislation, 
but his climate plan does call 
for net-zero carbon emis-

sions by 2050, like the Green 
New Deal. Trump and 
Ernst have made claims 

that Biden’s climate plan 
would put an end to ani-
mal agriculture 
and eliminate 

gas-powered 
cars, but 

PolitiFact Iowa found those 
claims to be false.

Biden’s “Plan for Rural 
America” says that his ad-
ministration would expand 
opportunities to make things 
like fabrics, chemicals, and 
other materials using agricul-
tural products, like corn stock 
and manure. This would be a 
part of Biden’s plan to create 
a low-carbon manufacturing 
sector in every state, and the 
federal government would 
provide “significant funding” 
to help states plan. The plan 
did not specify how much 
funding it would require.

Biden promised voters 
on the campaign trail that if 
elected, he would promote 
and advance the use of re-
newable fuels and ethanol. He 
also attacked Trump’s record 
on ethanol, calling Trump’s 
move in 2020 to support the 
ethanol industry transparent-
ly political.

“I would hope that we 
would be able to work togeth-
er on ethanol and biodiesel 
and the 43,000 jobs that 

are connected with 
that,” Grassley 
said.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, sits down for an interview with The Daily 
Iowan on Jan. 21. 

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
U.S. Representative Cindy Axne speaks during Progress Iowa’s Cornfeed event on Tuesday, September 2, 2020. This 
is the sixth annual cornfeed event for Progress Iowa.

I would hope that we would be able to work 
together on ethanol and biodiesel and the 43,000 
jobs that are connected with that.

— U.S. Senator Chuck Grassley

in 2019, federal 
aid accounted for

25%
of farm 

net income 
nationwide.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, sits down for an interview with The Daily Iowan on 
Jan. 21.
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PS1 presents outdoor art expo

BY MORGAN UNGS
Morgan-ungs@uiowa.edu

With crowded indoor 
gallery showings a staple 
of the pre-pandemic past, 
Public Space One (PS1), is 
supporting local artists this 
winter through an outdoor 
exhibit, where all the dis-
played art can be — and is 
— snowed on. 

The idea for the gallery 
originated after Public 
Space One volunteers brain-
stormed how to show out-
door exhibits in the winter-
time, said Public Space One 
Program Director Kamila 
Strong. The group ultimate-
ly decided that the porch on 
229 N. Gilbert St. would be a 
great space that would also 
invite artists to think more 

creatively about their work. 
Now, each month, an art-

ist will hang up their piece 
on the porch. The large 
pieces of fabric — some 
painted on, some display-
ing large graphic designs 
— sway in the chilly air for 
passerby to enjoy, provid-
ing a pop of color to the 
otherwise white and brown 
backdrop of winter.

Public Space One Direc-
tor John Engelbrecht said 
the outdoor gallery fulfills 
the organization’s plan to 
create an outdoor “art park” 
after their purchase of two 
historic houses that were 
transformed into galleries 
in 2019.

Strong said the outdoor 
gallery serves as an oppor-
tunity for people to view the 

artwork as they walk by or 
drive through the busy inter-
section near which the house 
sits.

“It’s a piece for people to 
engage with like they would 
a mural or a sculpture and 
adds a bit more art to the 
local community,” she said. 
“It pushes people to expand 
their thinking about where 
art can be and what it can 
look like.” 

She said creating hang-
able, weather-proof art 
pushes artists to construct 
a piece that stands out, and 
that can be snowed upon, or 
damaged by the winter ele-
ments. 

The artists were limited 
to creating something hang-
able from the porch, but 
Strong said the challenge 
still allows artists to explore 
their creativity by utilizing 
various types of fabrics and 
spreading different messag-
es through their pieces. 

The first artist to be fea-
tured, local Julia J. Wolfe, 
hung up her piece called “A 
Thought for Your Walk!” in 
early December. Her piece 
consisted of fabric that she 
painted, cut up, and stitched 
back together. Then, she 
painted images on it. The 
most distinctive images 
were an apple core and a pot-
ted plant. 

Wolfe said she hoped to 
encourage people viewing 
her art to invest in a potted 

plant, or something to bring 
them life during the winter 
months and after all of the 
dark events of the past year. 

Next to the apple core she 
included text which explains 
that passersby can eat its 
leaves.

“It’s a part of our con-
temporary lifestyle to not 
eat something or to waste 
something because it’s not 
the best tasting or the most 
useful part of a product,” she 
said. 

The month of January also 
includes an image of fruit, 
this time oranges, created 
by UI graduate student Kel-
ly Clare. She included the 
quote: “A modern approach 
will not only provide decoys 
but breadcrumbs also,” to re-
flect on how people navigate 
this season or era, according 
to the Public Space One web-
site. 

Despite the pandemic 
making gallery showings 
impossible, Engelbrecht 
said Public Space One is 
grateful for the opportunity 
to showcase art outside its 
building. 

“We’re still in this un-
known territory, but we’re 
thankful for the support,” 
he said. “We’ve had good 
fortune to be able to have 
outdoor spaces to program 
things this year and show 
people that there’s still vi-
brant work being done by 
artists.”

Retired professor explores grief in new memoir

BY MORGAN UNGS 
morgan-ungs@uiowa.edu

When Jeff Porter’s wife, 
Claire, asked him if he’d 
cut the fruit one morning 
in 2016, he didn’t know the 
mundane task would be her 
final words to him. 

Porter, a retired Uni-
versity of Iowa Nonfiction 
writing professor, recent-
ly published the story of 
his grief following the un-
timely loss of his wife in 
his memoir Planet Claire: 
Suite for Cello and Sad-Eyed 
Lovers. 

Through his turmoil and 
grief, readers are plunged 
into 274 pages of Porter’s 
past and present, and 
through space as he navi-
gates what he calls “Planet 
Claire.” The piece beauti-
fully describes what his life 
with her was like and what 
it will be like without her 
there.

“When your partner dies, 
everything around you 
seems to collapse,” Porter 
writes on the prologue’s 
first page. “You look deep 
within yourself, not for 
courage, just for the where-
withal not to lose your car 
in a parking garage.” 

The book also explores 
Claire’s life through Por-
ter’s eyes and the memo-
ries he captured with his 
camera lens. Each chapter 
swims in and out of memo-
ries from the first time they 
met to their last trip to Ire-

land before her death. 
Porter describes Claire 

with admiration and fas-
cination, not only for her 
beauty, but also for her in-
tellectual abilities and writ-
ing skills. 

“The elegance of your 
sentences is matched by the 
cogency of your mind,” Por-
ter wrote. “Such a mind.”

Porter chose to write to 

Claire directly throughout 
the book in second-person, 
a rare stylistic approach 
among authors. In an in-
terview with The Daily Io-
wan, Porter said writing in 
second-person helped him 
fill the void of her absence. 

Porter said he also often 
found himself doing things 
like talking to a chair to try 
and create an imaginary 

presence while writing.
“I think down deep, 

there’s an existential fear 
and terror of being alone,” 
he said. 

This fear is something 
that Porter said many peo-
ple manage to avoid think-
ing about, but when death 
comes, they must wake up 
and confront it.

In a way, writing his 

memoir was an effort to 
confront the strangeness 
of his wife’s death, Porter 
said. He explained that, as 
a writer, he found his psy-
chological state to be both 
compelling and compul-
sive and was something he 
wanted to share with oth-
ers.   

Porter said he was not 
only writing to reconstruct 

himself, but also so readers 
can see the strangeness of 
grief. He said he finds the 
experience of death and 
grief amazing and fasci-
nating from a philosophical 
point of view. 

“There’s something won-
derful about grief,” he said. 
“It pushes you to feel and 
see things, the way you’ve 
never done so before.”

Each month throughout the winter, Public Space One will showcase original artwork by area artists
on the porch of PS1’s Gilbert Street location.

After losing his wife suddenly, retired UI Professor Jeff Porter decided to channel his grief into a personal memoir,
titled Planet Claire.

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Local artist, Kelly Clare’s piece, A MODERN APPROACH WILL NOT ONLY PROVIDE DECOYS BUT BREADCRUMBS ALSO is on display outside of Public Space 
One on Monday, Jan. 25, 2021 as part of This Could Get Snowed On.  This Could Get Snowed On is a monthly exhibition of large-scale works by local 
artists, displayed on the front porch of Public Space One.

Contributed
Cover art for Planet Claire and photo of the author, Jeff Porter. 
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BY MORGAN UNGS
morgan-ungs@uiowa.edu

When I asked my friend 
why I should watch Bridg-
erton on Netflix, they said, 
“Picture a classy Gossip 
Girl with Pride and Preju-
dice — and a sexy duke,” 
and if that isn’t a compel-
ling enough description of 
a show, I don’t know what 
is. 

However, after watch-
ing Bridgerton, I found 
that their description did 
not do it justice. For me, 
the show explored what 
it’s like to be a woman in 
an overwhelming amount 
of societal pressures, es-
pecially for the character 
Daphne Bridgerton. While 
I watched, I found myself 
asking, “How have things 
truly gotten better for 
women compared to this 
show?”

Bridgerton follows the 
pursuit of love and mar-
riage by English women 
in the early 1800s, when 
marriage was more about 
patriarchy and dowries 
than true love. Why is it 
that a story depicting the 
dark reality of females is 
being binge-watched by 
people in a culture of new-
found feminism that abol-
ished patriarchy and left it 
in the 20th century? 

I refuse to believe it’s 
just because of the Duke 
of Hasting’s good looks, 
although it is a particu-
larly compelling reason to 
watch the show. 

Just like Jane Austen 
shot down the typical pa-
triarchal role for women, 
this show gives viewers 
the same enlightenment 
of feminism through 
Daphne Bridgerton, who 

is thrown into marriage 
festivities eager to find a 
male suitor. Her character 
becomes frustrated when 
her brother, Anthony, re-
jects every man she lays 
her eyes on until none of 
them call on her. 

Through an arrange-
ment with the Duke, she 
somehow magically trans-
forms and is suddenly de-
sirable and eligible to all 
male bachelors. For her, 
the arrangement with the 
Duke means she has plen-
ty of male suitors to call on 
her, and for him, it means 
solitude and finally being 
left alone (because of his 
unresolved “daddy issues” 
making him cold). 

By denying the Prince 
and choosing the Duke, 
viewers feel the wave of 
feministic relief when she 
chooses love over wealth 
and prosperity in a time 

and place where marriag-
es lacked love. However, 
when issues in her mar-
riage arose in the last part 
of the season, I found my-
self despising Daphne’s 
character. 

It was the scene that de-
picted forced impregna-
tion for me. Daphne pri-
oritized the pressures to 
have children over her love 
for the Duke in a gross and 
terrible way. It was at this 
point in the show when I 
no longer saw Daphne as a 
strong, pro-feminist char-
acter. 

One of the most com-
pelling parts about the 
show to me — and the on-
ly reason why I finished 
it — was to find out more 
about the gossip and col-
umn writer, Lady Whis-
tledown. Her character 
uses her column not only 
to gossip, but to also get 

her voice out in the world 
in an era full of predomi-
nantly male writers. 

In the end I was ex-
tremely happy that the 
most timid and over-
looked character ended up 
being the voice of Whis-
tledown. 

Although the prem-
ise of the show depicts 
a time period where a 
woman’s purpose was 
to have children and 
get married into a good 
family, I thorough-
ly enjoyed watching 
how women in 
the story re-
ject this and 
create a life 
and a voice for 
themselves. I left 
the show feeling 
grateful for the 
advances for fe-
males, but was al-
so left questioning 

if social media is the new 
Lady Whistledown and if 
the pressures placed on 
women to find a suitable 
significant other and have 
children has truly im-
proved. 

THURSDAY 01.28

80 HOURS 7

FILM

FRIDAY 01.29

WEEKEND EVENTS

• PRESENTED BY SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL AND FILMSCENE:  HOMEROOM,
   3 P.M., 3:30 P.M., THE CHAUNCEY 

FILM

REVIEW OF THE WEEK: Bridgerton

New Semester, 
New Beginnings

BY PARKER JONES
parker-jones@uiowa.edu

Releasing Valentine’s Day weekend on 
Feb. 12, the teen rom-com follows high 
school senior Lara Jean Covey as she pre-
pares to enter college and begin an ex-
citing new chapter of young adulthood. 
Embarking on a pair of life-changing 
trips across the world leads her to re-
imagine what life with her family, 
friends, and boyfriend Peter will look 
like after graduation.

Directed by Michael Fimognari, To All 
The Boys: Always and Forever is the third 
and final installment in the To All The 
Boys series. The first was the 2018 hit To 
All The Boys I’ve Loved Before and the sec-
ond was To All The Boys: P.S. I Still Love 
You released in 2020, which Fimognari 
also directed. 

The film series is  based on author Jen-
ny Han’s popular novels, the third and 
final being Always And Forever, Lara Jean 
which was adapted into a screenplay for 
To All The Boys: Always and Forever by up 
and coming screenwriter Katie Lovejoy. 

The final installment will see the re

turn of several members of the orig-
inal cast, which includes Lana Condor 
as main character Lara Jean, and Noah 
Centineo as her boyfriend Peter Kavin-
sky. John Ambrose, Lara Jean’s secondary 
love interest, will be played by Jordan 
Fisher, and Anna Cathcart will play the 
main character’s playful younger sister 
Kitty. There does not appear to be any 
new characters or any shifts in the cast-
ing of returning characters compared to 
the previous two films. 

The second film did not perform quite 
as well as the first, according to the Rot-
ten Tomatoes’ critic scores, with a 96 
percent for To All The Boys I’ve Loved Be-
fore and a 75 percent for P.S. I Still Love 
You. There are not any published reviews 
or audience reactions as of yet, though it 
is likely that To All The Boys: Always and 
Forever will have a warm reception as the 
finale to such a popular series.  

To All The Boys: Always and Forever will 
undoubtedly capture the hearts and 
imaginations of all those who loved the 
first two films.

SONG ARTIST ALBUM

Castle On The Hill Ed Sheeran Single
Godspeed Frank Ocean Blonde

Here Comes The Sun The Beatles Abbey Road
Run The World (Girls) Beyoncé 4

Sunday Best Surfaces Where the Light Is
Best Day of My Life American Authors Oh, What A Life

Most Girls Hailee Steinfeld Single
Party in the U.S.A. Miley Cyrus The Time Of Our Lives

The Greatest Sia This Is Acting

Good as Hell Lizzo Cuz I Love You
I’m Still Standing Elton John Too Low For Zero

This Is How We Do It Montell Jordan Single
Brave Sara Bareilles The Blessed Unrest

I Dare You Kelly Clarkson Single
Changes David Bowie Hunky Dory

New Heights Ellie Goulding Brightest Blue
Life Must Go On Quinn XCII From Michigan With 

Love
Lookin’ Out My Back 

Door
Creedance Clearwater 

Revival
Cosmo’s Factory

This Year The Mountain Goats The Sunset Tree
The Longest Time Billy Joel An Innocent Man

SHUFFLE

YOUR WEEKEND PLAYLIST

              BRIDGERTO
N

THIS WEEK IN STREAMING

•  PRESENTED BY SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL AND FILMSCENE:
    IN THE SAME BREATH, 8 P.M., THE CHAUNCEY, 404 E. COLLEGE STREET 

 To All The Boys:  Always and Forever

Spring semester is upon us, textbooks and all. 
Nervously excited for the new beginnngs thrust 
upon you? Don’t fret, DI Arts has got you covered 
with songs that will enlighten you during the 
first week of class. 

SATURDAY 01.30 SUNDAY 01.31 

•  PRESENTED BY SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL AND FILMSCENE: REBEL HEARTS, 
   8 P.M., 9 P.M., THE CHAUNCEY 

• SKARLETT ROXX,  8 P.M., WILDWOOD SMOKEHOUSE & SALOON,
   4919 WALLEYE DRIVE SE

MUSIC

• SUPER HERO NIGHT,  6 P.M., THE IOWA CHILDREN’S MUSEUM,
   1451 CORAL RIDGE AVE

MISC

• PRESENTED BY PRAIRIE LIGHTS: REBEKAH J. KOWAL, DANCING THE
   WORLD SMALLER,  7 P.M., ONLINE EVENT 

LITERATURE

• CANAAN COX,  7 P.M., ELRAY’S LIVE & DIVE, 211 IOWA AVE



BY MARY HARTEL
mary-hartel@uiowa.edu

Alexi Bolden fell in love 
with comedy in the fifth 
grade, watching the season 
34 cast of Saturday Night Live 
tell jokes and perform improv 
before the world. Now, she 
will get the chance to follow 
in their footsteps.

 A senior at the University 
of Iowa, Bolden was recently 
named one of four diversity 
scholarship recipients of the 
popular television program 
which reviewed nearly 1,300 
applications. The scholarship 
comes with the opportunity 
to study with Second City for 
two years and then audition 
for SNL. 

 Bolden said that watching 
cast members like Bill Had-
er, Seth Meyers, Kristin Wig, 
and Fred Armisen act abso-
lutely ridiculous and commit 
to their roles inspired her. 

 Joining their ranks be-
came one of her wildest 
dreams, she said.

 “I’ve always been, let’s say, 
weird — and okay with being 
weird,” Bolden said.

 Bolden, a theater major 
with a minor in African Amer-
ican Studies, said she has 
worked as a center program-
ming assistant at the Afro 
American Cultural Center, 
and performs in the Janice 
Improv group, an all-female 
improv group in Iowa City.

 A Cedar Rapids native, 
Bolden said she initially 
planned to pursue theater 
and acting after college, but 
during a Janice improv tour-
nament about a year ago, she 
decided she also wanted to 
pursue comedy.

 “I had this awakening — 
and I was like, who cares 
about literally anything? And 
so, I stopped judging myself 
on stage as an actress and as 
an improviser,” Bolden said. 
“So, it just felt that much 
more freeing, and so when 

I went to that junior year of 
improv, I had the best time of 
my life.”

 She started getting more se-
rious about pursuing a career 
in comedy during quarantine, 
Bolden said, as graduation 
approached and she worried 
about security in an arts ca-
reer. She heard about the op-
portunity through a mentor 
and decided to go for it.

 Bolden said the classes 
have already began virtually. 
She plans to move to Chica-
go, where Second City is lo-
cated, after graduation.

 The scholarship is an at-
tempt between two major 
comedy forces in the U.S. to 
foster more diverse comedi-
ans, Bolden said.

 Having been raised in a 
fun household, Bolden said 
she was always able to be 
honest and true to herself. 
But while growing up, she 
said she slowly started to un-
derstand more how society 
viewed her.

 “Every Black child has 
their first jarring experience 
with how the world sees you,” 
Bolden said. 

 For Bolden, this was when 
she learned of the death of 
Trayvon Martin and Michael 
Brown at the hands of police 
and heard some of her peers 
saying they deserved it.

 “I would say there’s a sad-
ness in being able to realize 
that you see things clearer or 
differently than other peo-
ple,” Bolden said. “So, make 
it funny.”

 Bolden said talking about 
her truths came up again this 
summer, when racial tension 
was triggering instances for 
people to say things such as 
“go get a Black friend.”

 “I was like, what, do you 
not know how you sound? 
Like ‘Oh, go grab the nearest 
Black person,’ Like we’re a 
deal on the clearance rack,” 
Bolden said. “Like, ‘Yeah, buy 
one, get one free.’ ‘Just go get 

a Black friend.’ Like we’re 
waiting for you to come ask 
us to be your friend, type of 
thing.”

 Noticing the truth and 
then delivering how you see 
it and your take on it is an 
important part of comedy, 
Bolden said. 

 Bolden said she prides 
herself in being her own 
brand and telling her own 
truths.

 “I only get somewhere by 
being me, by living my an-
swers,” Bolden said. “I don’t 
want to try to be anybody 
else or hold somebody to 
like a standard of perfection 
or something that I want to 
reach. I just ... I want to do 
the best I can do.”

 UI Associate Professor of 
Instruction in the Depart-
ment of Theater Arts Mary 
Mayo, who has worked with 
Bolden in class and coached 
her in several plays, said Bold-
en has a unique and special 
presence. 

 She said Bolden is eager 
to learn, but also maintains 
an open-mindedness and 
can put all the instruction 
and coaching she’s received 
together to make it work for 
herself. 

 “I think Alexi will have a 
huge impact at SNL because 
of her fierce sense of what it 
means to be a good storyteller, 
and her deep understanding 
of the complications of being 
a human being,” Mayo said. 

 Coordinator for the Pride 
House Emma Welch said she 
got to know Bolden through 
collaboration among the dif-
ferent cultural centers on 
campus.

 When Welch found out 
that Bolden had been named 
one of the scholars, she said 
she was both elated and not 
at all surprised, referring to 
her as “smart funny.”

 “Alexi most certainly de-
serves all the praise, all of 
the flowers. She’s funny and 

thoughtful and mindful,” 
Welch said. “She always puts 
her best self forward, and al-
ways strives to not only grow, 
not only go through personal 
growth, but she also strives to 
facilitate growth of her envi-
ronment.”

 To have Bolden’s face out 
there as an example of some-
one who is contributing to 
comedy in this big way is 
huge, Welch said, because it’s 
demonstrating representa-
tion of people who are often 
overlooked or not given the 
credit they deserve.

 “Diversity is huge within 
all pop culture spaces, in-
cluding comedy,” Welch said. 
“Alexi is really special, and 
we’re all very lucky, and the 
SNL scholarship is very lucky 
to have that type of represen-
tation in their realm.”

 Welch said Bolden is not 
only funny but humble too, 
and she stands in the spot-
light with poise and grace.

 UI senior Zahra Aalabdul-
rasul, Bolden’s best friend 
for nearly six years and her 
coworker at the Afro House, 
wrote in an email to The Dai-

ly Iowan that there is no one 
more deserving for the schol-
arship.

 “When I found out Alexi 
was named one of the SNL 
scholars, I felt what can on-
ly be described as pure joy,” 
Aalabdulrasul wrote. “For as 
long as I have known her, I 
have seen the raw, unique 
talent that she possesses. I 
knew it was only a matter of 
time before the rest of the 
world saw it, too. My heart is 
continuously bursting with 
pride for her and I am excited 
to see what lies in store.”
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 1 Mint ___
 6 Franz who wrote “I think we ought to read
  only the kind of books that wound and stab us”
11 Dream time, in brief
14 Everything together
15 “… the bombs bursting ___”
16 I
17 Prospect
18 Interval for a scheduled blastoff
20 10th and 11th, e.g.
22 Serves and receives, say
23 Westernmost country in continental Afr.
24 Quick haircut
26 Blizzards are produced in them, familiarly
29 Press (down)
32 Extremely
36 They intersect in Montréal

38 ___ Paulo
39 Kind of planning
40 Carriers of meteorological instruments … 
 as suggested by this puzzle’s theme?
43 Immediately following
44 Cloth that goes to waist?
45 Overindulger of the grape
46 Beginnings
47 Lawless figure with legendary fighting skills
49 Office linkup
50 Repeated things in “Peter Piper picked a
  peck of pickled peppers”
52 Worker for a hosp., maybe
54 Gradually faster, in mus.
57 Rend
63 Wonder-ful product?
65 Locale of 1974’s Rumble in the Jungle

66 ___ Honor
67 Absinthe flavorer
68 Kind of account
69 “___-hoo!”
70 Speeches that go off the rails
71 Smooth and lustrous

 
 1 Malarkey
 2 Pioneering computer operating system
 3 Word with dance or chance
 4 High rollers?
 5 World
 6 Place for a firing
 7 Stands up for dustpans, say: Abbr.
 8 Inspiration for “Damn Yankees”
 9 Family
10 Like a newspaper’s morgue files
11 Puts back in its original state, as a
  videotape
12 Barbra Streisand collection?
13 Does a landscaper’s job
19 ASDFGHJKL;', on a keyboard
21 More or less
25 Premium movie theater seat
26 Long-running sci-fi show, for short
27 Contestant on “RuPaul’s Drag Race”
28 Roebuck’s onetime business partner
30 Bang up, e.g.
31 Alternative to a street address
33 Grease up again
34 Ingredient in some medicinal teas
35 Director Welles
37 Saturated (in)
41 Where drinks may be charged to a room
42 Lisa Simpson’s grandpa
48 Wows
51 Writer Gertrude
53 Scary cry on a beach
54 Like most fireplace grates
55 Royal role for Liz
56 Enemy of Antony, in ancient Rome
58 From Eden to the land of Nod, e.g.
59 Fruit drinks
60 Product offering “round the clock
  protection”
61 Composer Satie
62 Trust
64 Aid in protein synthesis

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 2

  

Across

Down

No. 1223

UI student named SNL scholar
Alexi Bolden, a graduating senior, will take comedy classes through Chicago’s Second City, and then have the

opportunity to audition for the late Saturday Night Live Television Program

8 NEWS

Contributed
University of Iowa Student Alexi Bolden holds a scholarship plaque.
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Wirfs will likely compete against 
Chiefs defensive ends Frank Clark 
and Tanoh Kpassagnon in the Su-
per Bowl. The pair combined for 
three sacks in the AFC Champion-
ship game.

Anthony Nelson: Nelson is a ro-

tational player for the Buccaneers in 
the front seven. He played 18 snaps 
on defense and 21 on special teams 
against the Packers on Sunday.    

The former Hawkeye tallied 18 
tackles and a sack in 16 regular sea-
son games this season.

In three years on the field at Io-
wa, Nelson totaled 23 sacks and 31 
tackles for loss. The Waukee native 
declared for the NFL draft following 

his junior season as a Hawkeye and 
was selected by the Buccaneers in 
the fourth round in 2019.

Anthony Hitchens: Hitchens is in 
his seventh season in the NFL and 
third year in Kansas City. A team 
captain and signal caller on defense, 
Hitchens is a leader for the Chiefs.

In the regular season, Hitchens 
played 14 games and tallied 78 tack-
les, finishing second on the team. 

The Lorain, Ohio, native played 
at Iowa from 2010-13. As a senior, 
he was a second-team All-Big Ten 
selection after compiling 112 tack-
les, 13.5 tackles for loss, two sacks, 
and an interception. Hitchens was 
a fourth-round pick by the Dallas 
Cowboys in 2014.

Ben Niemann: Niemann has 
spent his entire three-year NFL ca-
reer in Kansas City, and he’s off to a 

successful start. As a rookie in 2018, 
the Chiefs went to the AFC Champi-
onship Game. Last season, they won 
the Super Bowl, so Niemann and 
Hitchens are going for their second 
championship in a row.

Niemann appeared in 15 games 
in the regular season and started 
five of them at linebacker. His 44 
tackles ranked seventh on the team. 
The Des Moines native has played 58 

snaps on defense in two games this 
postseason, and an additional 15 on 
special teams.

From 2014-17, Niemann was a 
Hawkeye. His best season came as 
a senior when he finished the year 
with 77 tackles and five tackles for 
loss. Niemann joined the Chiefs as 
an undrafted free agent and, with 
his play, forced his way onto the ros-
ter and onto the field.

Illinois on Friday and 20 assists 
in the second leg of Iowa’s week-
end double-header with the Illini.  

“I have always looked up to Brie 
Orr and just having those few 
months with her to learn from her 

really helped me,”   Ortega said. “I 
think when they opted out it was 
more of a ‘who can I look up to to 
step up,’ and when it opened up 
for me I thought it was great.”

Johnston started every match 
as Iowa’s libero last season, and 
her 517 digs and 4.58 digs per set 
ranked second in the Big Ten. 

Sophomore Joslyn Boyer start-

ed at libero in Iowa’s first two 
matches of the season.

With Boyer moved to libero 
and Johnston out for the season, 
junior defensive specialist Mad-
die Slagle has seen more time in 
the Hawkeyes’ backcourt.

“Personally, I have tried to just 
encourage [the younger players] 
to do the best that they can and 

help lead the team,” Slagle said. 
Hughes was not an everyday 

starter for the Hawkeyes at out-
side hitter last season. But, that 
didn’t stop her from reliably pro-
ducing double-digit kills for Iowa 
on game days.

Without Hughes, sophomore 
Kyndra Hansen and freshman 
Audrey Black have helped bridge 

Iowa’s gaps at outside hitter.
Though the Hawkeyes are a 

youthful team again in 2020-21, 
they do not feel as inexperienced 
as they were in 2019-20. 

“Being young, the excitement 
will get you through maybe the 
first 12 points, but then that mid-
dle is about the true grind and it 
gets ugly in the middle of a set,” 

Brown said. “Going at 20, that’s 
where your experience kicks in, 
and even though we were young 
last year, we did have a lot of play-
ers get that experience in the con-
ference.”

Iowa will travel to West Lafay-
ette, Indiana, this weekend for 
a two-day doubleheader against 
Purdue.

The Hawkeyes were then 
downed by Middle Tennessee 
State the following day in shut-
out fashion. Iowa went down 
early with two losses in doubles 
as the same pairs that lost to the 
Cavaliers came up short again 
against the Blue Raiders.

Rudra Dixit made his col-
legiate debut and Matt Clegg 
was also added into the singles 
lineup on Saturday. Clegg, Sne-
hzko, and Jason Kerst all lost 
in straight sets to give the Blue 
Raiders the win.  

The women’s tennis team 
traveled to Austin, Texas, on Sat-
urday to take on No. 3 Texas and 
No. 20 Arizona State. In their 
first match since March of 2020, 
the Hawkeyes were defeated by 
the Longhorns, 4-0. 

Like the men’s team, the wom-
en couldn’t grab the early doubles 
point as the 48th-ranked Texas 
doubles pair of Anna Turati and 
Fernanda Labrana held Elise 
van Heuvelen Treadwell and Mi-
chelle Bacalla scoreless. Danielle 
Bauers and Samantha Gillas lost 
in the No. 3 doubles spot, 6-1. 

No. 97 ranked Alexa Noel 
and Vipasha Mehra made their 

college debuts in singles play 
against two top 100 players. 
Mehra came up short, as she only 
won one game in her match, and 
straight-set losses from Bacalla 
and Gillas gave Texas the win.

“It was great to have [Noel and 
Mehra] out there because I think 
you underestimate the impor-
tance of a fall season sometimes 
and how much is learned,” head 
coach Sasha Schmid said. “They 
are both very experienced play-
ers all around the world, but just 
the whole feel of a college match 
and some of our format, it was 
their first time going through 
that.”

Noel and Samantha Man-
nix fell in their doubles match 
the next day against the No. 50 
ranked doubles pair of Ilze Hat-
tingh and Lauryn John-Baptiste 
from Arizona State, 6-4. Bauers 
and Gillas lost their match, 6-2, 
giving No. 20 Arizona State an 
early lead going into singles play. 

    Arizona State picked up 
three more points off a 6-0, 6-3 
win over Gillas, a 6-4, 6-4 victory 
over Mannix and a 6-0, 6-2 win 
over Bacalla to finish off a shut-
out win against the Hawkeyes. 

    “It is always tough to lose, 
and we have high expectations 
this season, so I think that part 

of it is always hard,” Schmid said. 
“It is balanced out by the fact that 
we were so grateful to get this 
opportunity, and we definitely 

needed it because it is so hard to 
go 10 months without competing 
no matter how efficient you feel 
you are at practice.”

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Oliver Okonkwo hits a serve during a men’s tennis match between Iowa and 
Western Michigan at the HTRC on Jan. 18, 2020. 

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10

VOLLEYBALL
CONTINUED FROM 10

TENNIS
CONTINUED FROM 10

http://www.larewinternalmedicine.com
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BY WILL FINEMAN
william-fineman@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s tennis teams had a rough start to their 
2021 campaigns as both the men’s and women’s 
teams dropped their first two matches of the sea-
son in the Intercollegiate Tennis Association’s 
kickoff event.

The men’s team faced off against a No. 22 Uni-
versity of Virginia team on Friday that had two 
players ranked inside the ITA top 125 rankings. 
The Hawkeyes fell, 4-0, with three matches going 
unfinished. 

The No. 17 doubles pair in the country — com-
posed of Oliver Okonkwo and Will Davies — won 
its match, 6-3. That win was not good enough for 
Iowa to grab the doubles point as Kareem Allaf and 
Nikita Snezhko lost, 6-4, and Matt Clegg and Joe 
Tyler were defeated, 6-2. 

In singles play, Tyler grabbed one game in his 
straight-set loss, and Okonkwo was taken down by 
No. 106 Jeffrey Von Der Schulenburg in two sets. 
Virginia’s win was capped off with a 6-4, 6-1, win 
for Chris Roadesch over Iowa’s Nikita Snezhko. 

BY WILL FINEMAN
william-fineman@uiowa.edu

The Iowa volleyball team had a very young roster 
during the 2019 season, boasting just two seniors – 
neither of which saw much time on the floor.

This season looked like it would be a different 
story, as seniors Brie Orr, Halle Johnston, and Gri-
ere Hughes were poised to lead the Hawkeyes with 
experience and playmaking ability. All three, how-
ever, chose to opt out once the season was post-
poned to the spring.

“The season got postponed in August, and I 
had a meeting with the three seniors because I 
saw that this year is just a different outlook for a 
senior,” head coach Vicki Brown said. “Their de-
cision-making due to [COVID-19] and things like 
that ...  it was more of a conversation of under-
standing that there is so much that is going on 
during [the pandemic]  and trying to make those 

decisions of what to do the next few months of the 
academic year look like in preparation for the next 
step for them.”

Brown also noted that, after her meeting with 
the seniors, each of them came to her individu-
ally with their decisions to opt out of the 2020-21 
spring season.

Excluding the 10 matches she missed with a 
concussion in 2019-20, Orr had played in every 
contest the Hawkeyes had participated in since 
she was a freshman.

Orr became a full-time starter at Iowa as a soph-
omore, and she currently ranks fifth in program 
history in career assists.

Freshman Bailey Ortega and junior Courtney 
Buzzerio have been filling the void Orr’s absence 
has left the Hawkeyes at setter.

Ortega had 19 assists in her college debut against 

 Seniors opt out of season
Iowa’s tennis teams lost to 
ITA top 25 teams in their first 
matches of the year.

Hawks stumble at 
ITA Kickoff

“I think they were ready 
when they came out of 
the womb.”

SEE VOLLEYBALL, 9

– Iowa wrestling 
head coach 
Tom Brands 
on his team’s 
postseason 
preparedness.

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

For the 16th time in 17 
seasons, the Iowa football 
program will be represent-
ed in the Super Bowl. And 
this time, there are four 
former Hawkeyes set to 
play in the biggest game of 
the year.

The Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers defeated the Green 
Bay Packers, 31-26, on Sun-
day afternoon in the NFC 

Championship Game to 
advance to Super Bowl LV. 
Later that night, the Kansas 
City Chiefs overpowered 
the Buffalo Bills, 38-24, to 
win the AFC crown.

As a result, former 
Hawkeyes will clash in 
Tampa, Florida, on Feb. 7 
with Super Bowl rings on 
the line. Offensive tackle 
Tristan Wirfs and defen-
sive lineman/outside line-
backer Anthony Nelson 
(Buccaneers) will stand 

on the opposite sideline 
from linebackers Anthony 
Hitchens and Ben Niemann 
(Chiefs).

All four players played 
a role in their respective 
teams' runs to the Super 
Bowl, and will contribute 
once again in the  battle for 
the Lombardi Trophy.

Tristan Wirfs: A year ago, 
Wirfs was preparing to go 
through the NFL draft pro-
cess after a standout three-
year career at Iowa. Now, 

he’s the starting right tack-
le for the Buccaneers and is 
preparing to protect Tom 
Brady in the quarterback’s 
10th Super Bowl.

Wirfs has started every 
game at right tackle for the 
Buccaneers this season af-
ter being selected by Tam-
pa Bay with the 13th over-
all pick of the 2020 draft. 
The Mount Vernon native 
received the most All-Pro 
votes (10) of any rookie this 
season, constantly held his 

own, and — in some cases 
— dominated the best edge 
defenders in the league.

Wirfs was named to the 
All-Rookie Team by Pro 
Football Focus.

"Rookie offensive line-
men aren’t supposed to 
come into the league and be 
as good as Wirfs has been 
in his first season," Pro 
Football Focus wrote.

Super Bowl bound
The Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the Kansas City Chiefs will compete in Super Bowl LV on Feb. 7.

Both teams have two former Hawkeyes on their rosters.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa offensive lineman Tristan Wirfs cheers during the Iowa vs. Northwestern football game at Ryan Field on Oct. 26, 2019. The Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats 20-0. 

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Kyndra Hansen spikes the ball toward Illinois during the volleyball match between Illinois and Iowa on Jan. 23, at Carver-
Hawkeye Arena. Illinois beat the Hawkeyes, 3-1.

SEE FOOTBALL, 9

Spencer Lee earns 
second-straight Big 
Ten Co-Wrestler of the 
Week honor

Senior Spencer Lee has been named 
Big Ten Co-Wrestler of the Week for the 
second time this season, per a Tuesday 

morning release. The 
Big Ten Conference 
has doled out Wres-
tler of the Week hon-
ors twice this season, 
and Lee claimed a 
share of the award 
on both occasions.

This week, Lee 
split the award 

with fellow 125-pounder Eric Barnette. 
The sophomore Wisconsin Badger 
earned an upset win over Purdue’s 
Devin Schroder – who ranked second 
in the nation at 125-pounds behind 
Lee – via fall in the second period.

Lee garnered his share of the award 
by pinning Minnesota’s Patrick McKee 
in one minute, 53 seconds. McKee was 
ranked ninth heading into the matchup. 
The sophomore Gopher had even split the 
season’s first Big Ten Wrestler of the Week 
honor with Lee prior to their Jan. 22 bout.

Lee’s early win over McKee pro-
pelled the No. 1 Hawkeyes to a 35-4 
victory over No. 15 Minnesota. The 
first-period fall was also the 18th of 
his career and his second this season.

Lee is now 24-0 all-time in Big 10 duals.
      The Murrysville, Pennsylvania, native 
is currently riding a 25-match win streak 
that he will have a chance to extend on 
Sunday at Carver-Hawkeye Arena as Iowa 
welcomes Illinois to Iowa City.

Iowa men’s track and field 
makes history

For the first time in program his-
tory, the University of Iowa men’s 
track and field team cracked the Unit-
ed States Track and Field and Cross 
Country Association Poll’s top 10. 

Ranked ninth in the USTFCCA presea-
son poll, the men’s track and field team 
is led by junior runners Wayne Lawrence 
and Jamal Britt. Britt and Lawrence 
are both ranked inside the top ten in 
the nation and the Big Ten in at least 
one event. Britt and Lawrence are also 
part of a 4x400-meter relay that is top-
ranked in the Big Ten and 11th nationally.

Britt and Lawrence’s efforts 
have earned the Hawkeyes a No. 
1 ranking in the Midwest Region.

Wieskamp named Jerry 
West Award semifinalist 
for second-straight year

The Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame announced 10 Jerry West Award 
semifinalists Tuesday. Among them was 
Iowa’s Joe Wieskamp, who is averaging 
14.5 points and 6.7 rebounds per game.

The sophomore guard was also a Jerry 
West Award semifinalist in 2020. Wieskamp 
is the first Hawkeye to be named a Jerry 
West Award semifinalist since 2017, when 
Peter Jok made the semifinal cut of ten.

Named after the 1959 Final Four Most 
Valuable Player, the Jerry West Award has 
been given to the nation’s top shooting 
guard since its inception six years ago.

In February, five finalists will 
be presented to West and a selec-
tion committee. The winner of the 
award will then be announced April 9.

Lee

SEE TENNIS, 9

Go to dailyiowan.com to 
read more.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa head coach Sasha Schmid talks to her team during a 
women's tennis match between Iowa and Colorado at the 
HTRC on, Feb. 16, 2020.

TENNISVOLLEYBALL

5
individual bouts lost 
by Spencer Lee as a 

college wrestler.

STAT OF THE DAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

HAWKEYE UPDATES

Seniors Brie Orr, Halle Johnston, and Griere Hughes all chose to
opt out of the 2021 season once it was postponed to the spring.
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