
Reimagining Campus 
Safety Committee to hold 
town hall meetings
Students and members of the 
University of Iowa community are 
invited to attend the first town 
hall meeting being held by 
the Reimagining Campus 
Safety Action Committee. 
The town halls are part 
of the three-phase 
timeline guiding 
the committee’s 
work toward 
creating a more 
inclusive and safe 
environment for 
members of groups dis-
proportionately impacted 
by law enforcement.
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Amplify: The Black Lives 
Matter movement — A 
look inside its history in 
Iowa City
The Black Lives Matter movement 
started long before summer pro-
tests — including in Iowa City. Mem-
bers of the UI and Iowa City com-
munity discuss this history, their 
stories of involvement, and what 
they think the future looks like for 
the movement.
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80 Hours: The Queen’s 
Gambit and onward: UI 
Writers’ Workshop alum 
share adaptation experi-
ences
The late Walter Tevis, author of the 
book ‘The Queen’s Gambit’ which 
was adapted into a major Netflix hit, 
graduated from the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop in 1960. Today, the DI spoke 
with four workshop alums who have 
seen their work or are having their 
work adapted for the big screen. 
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Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city 
news, weather, and Hawkeye 
sports coverage every day at 
dailyiowan.com.

Celebrating Black history
A diverse range of city and university departments will host events and 

join forces with local Black organizations and individuals in Iowa 
City to celebrate Black History Month this year.

BY CLAIRE BENSON
claire-benson@uiowa.edu

Iowa City’s slate of Black History Month events 
and celebrations are moving mostly online this year, 
with the city finding creative ways to celebrate the 

achievements of Black Iowans and Americans.
Iowa City, in line with national tradition, has des-

ignated February as the official Black History Month 
for many years now, hosting events and collaborat-
ing with various local organizations and individuals 
to appropriately celebrate the month.

The month is celebrated in February because two 
birthdays of individuals key to ending slavery in the 
U.S. — Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln — 
fall during the month. 

Mayor Bruce Teague 
said all but one event will 

be hosted virtually, to ensure 
the health and safety of com-

munity members while they 
celebrate Black history.

As he has done in years past, 
Teague will sign an official declara-

tion making February Black History 
Month, which will be presented at an Iowa City City 
Council meeting Feb. 2. 

Teague said he thinks it is important for individ-
uals to learn about and discuss Black history year-
round. 

“I would encourage everyone to be intentional at 
learning about Black history and also supporting 
Black businesses within our community,” Teague 
said. 

With the various events hosted in part by the city, 
Teague said he hopes people will engage and learn 
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Iowa reacts to immigration reform
Since his inauguration, President Biden has formally recommitted to 

DACA and proposed a bill to “modernize” the immigration system.

BY MARY HARTEL
mary-hartel@uiowa.edu

President Joe Biden’s proposed immigration plans 
are set to reverse a host of Trump-era regulations, and 
many Iowa immigration reform advocates are hopeful 
the new regulations will bring continuity and efficiency 
to what they describe as a broken system. 

Biden campaigned on a promise to reset the cogs in 
the immigration system. Since taking office, he has in-
troduced the U.S. Citizenship Act of 2021, recommitted 
to DACA, and rescinded some of the Trump adminis-
tration’s most infamous policies by ending the travel 
ban on citizens from primarily Muslim countries, and 
pausing deportations and border wall construction. To 
further build on these actions, on Feb. 2, Biden intro-
duced new executive actions to be taken on immigra-

tion reform.
Communications Director for the American Civil 

Liberties Union of Iowa Veronica Fowler said the orga-
nization is happy the country is moving forward with 
what she called sensible and reliable immigration pol-
icy.

“I think under the Trump administration not only 
was it policy that was deeply problematic, but erratic,” 
Fowler said.

Trump’s immigration policies included attempting 
to eliminated DACA programs, beginning construction 
of a wall along the southern border, and pushed for fam-
ily separation, and banned entry from majority-Muslim 
countries. 

On Tuesday, Biden signed executive orders rolling 

Doug Mills/Pool/Getty Images/TNS
President Joe Biden signs several executive orders directing immigration actions for his administration as Vice President 
Kamala Harris looks on in the Oval Office at the White House in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday.

Canceled 
housing 
contracts spike
This year, four times more 
students canceled housing 
contracts in wake of the pandemic.
BY CAITLIN CROME
caitlin-crome@uiowa.edu

More students canceled their residence hall hous-
ing contracts this fall as COVID-19 cases rose among 
students and more classes transitioned online.  

According to the report from University of Iowa 
Director of Housing Administration Virginia Ibra-
him-Olin on Sept. 4 — the 10th day of class for the 
fall semester — there were 5,218 students living in 
residence halls. 

From Aug. 1 to Dec. 10, 2020, 912 students can-
celed their housing contracts — around 17 percent.

Of those contracts, 674 were canceled after Aug. 
24, Ibrahim-Olin said. 

“For comparison, between August 1 and Decem-
ber 10, 2019, we canceled 217 housing contracts, 
144 of which were canceled after August 24,” Ibra-
him-Olin said. 

This is around a 14 percent increase in contract 
cancellations for the 2020 academic year from 
previous years. Ibrahim-Olin said it’s not yet clear 
what kind of impact vacancies would have on finan-
cials of University Housing and Dining, which is a 
self-sustaining campus unit.

Additionally, from Dec. 10 to Jan. 23, 560 students 
canceled their housing contracts for a variety of rea-
sons. Of this number, 62.5 percent of students said 
they canceled their yearlong contract for the spring 
semester because of online course work and about 
a quarter said they were transferring/withdrawing 
from the university. 

About 12.9 percent of cancellations were because 
of other reasons, according to data provided by 
Ibrahim-Olin. 

Compared to the 2019-20 academic year, none 
of that year’s cancellations were because of online 
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UI COVID-19 NUMBERS

Number of self-reported cases for 
COVID-19
Students: 5 new cases, 2918 
to-date
Employees: 0 within the past week, 
418 to-date

These data reflect new cases since 
Jan. 29, 2021

Source: UI COVID-19 campus update

BY HANNAH PINSKI
hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu

The Black Lives Matter move-
ment has gained momentum in 
2020, but its history in America 
— including Iowa City — began 
much earlier than summer pro-
tests. 

The story of the movement 
begins in Florida on Feb. 26, 
2012 when Trayvon Martin — a 
17-year-old African American 
teen — was shot by neighborhood 
watch volunteer George Zimmer-
man while walking home from 
7-11. 

Zimmerman was acquitted on 
July 13, 2013 — more than a year 
after Martin’s death. 

Horrified by people’s reactions 
— including some that blamed 
Martin’s personal life and be-
havior for his death —  domestic 
worker rights organizer Alicia 
Garza in Oakland, California cre-
ated a series of posts titled “A Love 
Letter to Black People.”

Her final post read, “Black peo-
ple, I love you. I love us. Our lives 
matter.” Anti-police violence or-
ganizer Patrisse Cullors from Los 
Angeles, California responded 
with the hashtag “blacklivesmat-

ter” which was then shared by 
immigration rights worker from 
Phoenix, Arizona Opal Tometi.

On that day, a simple hashtag 
became the birth of a renewed 
call for racial justice and created a 
movement that shaped American 
history and is now being consid-
ered for a Nobel Peace Prize. 

University of Iowa Multicul-

tural and International Student 
Support and Engagement Associ-
ate Director Tabitha Wiggins was 
a residence hall coordinator on 
the UI campus in 2013. 

At the beginning of the move-
ment, Wiggins said she felt like 
the UI campus climate consisted 
of two worlds where Black and 
white people lived separately.

“I felt like I lived in a different 
world than my white colleagues,” 
Wiggins said. “I remember the 
George Zimmerman trial and 

when he was acquitted, they had 
no idea what was going on.”

The movement gained mo-
mentum in Iowa City in Decem-
ber 2014 displayed a Klu Klux Klan 
figure made up of newspaper 
clippings with racial tension and 
oppression on the Pentacrest. 

Many students and faculty 
— especially people of color — 

protested the statue. Many did 
not know the statue was an art 
piece and thought a Klu Klux Klan 
chapter had emerged on campus 
— evoking fear. 

Wiggins was called as a first re-
sponder to take the statue down. 
She and a group of student lead-
ers had a town hall that same af-
ternoon with then Chief Diversity 
Officer Georgina Dodge and Vice 
President of Student Life Tim 
Rockwood where students voiced 
their experiences with racism on 
campus. 

Wiggins marks that day as the 
start of the movement in the UI 
community because people were 
finally starting to have conversa-
tions about racism. 

“I felt like there was a racial 
reckoning on campus. People 
started to have conversations 
about racism and race,” Wiggins 
said. “We came together and 
started to develop relationships. 
It was also the impetus for a lot of 
programming now, like for Black 
History Month.”

Another individual who led 
the early days of the movement 
is Iowa City Truth and Reconcil-

iation Commissioner and Iowa 
Freedom Rider leader Raneem 
Hamad. 

Hamad began her involve-
ment with the Black Lives Matter 
movement as a senior at Iowa 
City West High School in 2016. 
Hamad said she witnessed stu-
dents of color being targeted with 
hate crimes, which the school dis-
trict wasn’t taking action to stop. 
Hamad and her friends decided 
to create the Students Against 
Hated Discrimination organiza-
tion. 

Efforts made by the group 
included protests and lobbying 
with the school district. The orga-
nization specifically called for the 
implementation of a race and eth-
nicity class that all students would 
be required to take. 

Although the class was never 
created, there were noticeable 

changes including considering 
and centering students of colors’ 
voices in the school district, she 
said.

Hamad continued her involve-
ment during summer 2020 when 
she and her friends formed the 
Iowa Freedom Riders — a group 
that led the Black Lives Matter 
protests after George Floyd’s 
death on May 25, 2020. Hamad 
described his killing as the “straw 
that broke the camel’s back” in re-
gard to the ongoing issue of sys-

temic racism that people of color 
have continually faced. 

“It’s almost as if there’s a 
wound that America just keeps on 
opening and never healing and 
gets opened every six months,” 
Hamad said. “Every death is al-
most like someone putting salt 
into your wound over and over 
again. A lot of people were reach-
ing a breaking point of emotional 
tolerance of all this trauma that 
has been happening to us Black 
folk in America. This time peo-
ple were willing to listen, and we 
were going to make sure our voic-
es were going to be heard.”

A key moment for Hamad was 
when protesters — including 
herself — were tear gassed as 
they marched toward Interstate 
80. She described the event as a 
catalyst for her fight in the move-
ment. 

“It’s one thing to hear about 
the violence of the state, but to 
actually experience that violence 
when you’re fighting against that 
violence and advocating against 
it is a very humbling experience, 
and at the same time it truly em-
powered me,” Hamad said. “At 
the same time, I knew if what 
we were doing wasn’t right, we 
wouldn’t be getting the reaction 
that we got.” 

Hamad added that the beau-
ty behind these protests was 
the community support for the 
movement. 

“Multiple people were arrest-
ed during summer, and we all 
figured out ways as a communi-
ty to fund their bail or whatever 
they needed to be safe,” Hamad 
said. What is really powerful is 
the sense of community we have. 
And when this community does 
come together and band togeth-
er around the idea of ‘We are all 

equally safe and fight for equi-
table justice,’ we can do so much 
more than any leader and any city 
council can do.”

UI sophomore Ryan Staub was 
one of many marchers who par-
ticipated in protests that contin-
ued into the fall.

While a large part of the move-
ment is to push for change, Staub 
said the march was also meant to 
be a celebration of Black lives. 

“There was a lot of chanting 
and singing,” Staub said. “We 
would circle up at the stop-
lights and just celebrate the 
movement.”

Although Staub is not a person 
of color, he has an adopted broth-
er who is African American that 
has given him a perspective on 
racial injustices.

The movement has received 
support from a broad array of 
perspectives. Around 60 percent 
of white Americans, 77 percent 

of Hispanics, and 75 percent of 
Asians showed support for the 
movement according to a Pew 
Research survey conducted this 
summer.

Staub said he supports the 
movement because he believes 
everyone has the responsibility to 
fight against any inequality any-
one is experiencing. 

“Being a member of any com-
munity means we have a duty to 
look for and protect anyone who 
is being disenfranchised,” Staub 
said. “I want to use my own privi-
lege to give back and try to reduce 
that inequity.” 

While progress like the cre-
ation of the Iowa City Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission has 
occurred, activists said there is 
still work that needs to be done. 
Wiggins emphasized that some 
of the remaining work for the UI 
community specifically includes 
recruitment. 

“We always talk about recruit-
ment and retention of underrep-
resented minorities, but there 
aren’t things in place right now to 
do that,” Wiggins said. “We need 
to think through that and think 
of things folks of color need in 
order to feel safe and hold people 
accountable.”

Wiggins believes that young 
people will continue to lead the 
movement and take it to a place 
where racism isn’t only discussed 
but also comes to an end. She 
added, however, that the move-
ment is far from over because real 
change takes time and commit-
ment. 

“Change takes time, and we 
have to be in it for the long haul,” 
Wiggins said.  “It’s not a moment 
— it is a movement. We can be 
a country that can reconcile our 
past and work towards a more 
just future.” 
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Calendar
Virtual Community Events on Campus

Thursday, Feb. 4 @1:30 p.m.:2021 Week of Action 
Teach In - Schooling in the age of BLM

Wednesday, Feb. 3 5:00 p.m.: 2021 Week of 
Action: Fund Counselors, Not Cops: Why Black 
Mental Health Matters

Wednesday, Feb. 3 12-1:30 p.m.: Barriers to Health 
Equity in Iowa City: Centering Diverse Community Voices

What is Amplify?Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Internal Committee

Amplify is the Daily Iowan’s community 
section, focusing on topics and features 
surrounding culture within the Iowa City 
community. It looks to heighten voices 

within our audience, and provide an op-
portunity for our readers to engage with 
the DI. 
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AmplifyAmplify
BLM BLM and Iowa City  and Iowa City  

Members of the 
UI and Iowa City 

communities 
discuss the history, 
their involvement, 
and future of the 

Black Lives Matter 
movement. 

Timeline Timeline 
• Feb. 26, 2012: Trayvon  
Martin is killed
• July 13, 2013: The Black 
Lives Matter movement is born
• November 2016: Students 
Against Hated Discrimination 
organization is created at Iowa 
City West High School
• May 25, 2020: George 
Floyd is killed
• May 30, 2020: Iowa City 
has its first 2020 BLM rally.
• May 31-June 1 2020:
Protests occur in Coralville
• June 1, 2020: Iowa City  
begins two weeks of protests 
• June 3: Lawenforcement 
teargas protesters 
• June 5, 2020: Iowa
Freedom Riders list demands 
and students demand UI cut 
ties with the Iowa City Police 
• June 12-14, 2020:
Protesters march to City 
councilors’ homes
• June 17, 2020:
City councilors pass 17-point 
resolution, including pledge 
to restructure the Iowa City 
Police
• June 19, 2020:
Iowa City hosts Juneteenth 
barbecue and celebration. 
• August 28-31, 2020: Iowa 
Freedom Riders lead a
four-night protest streak
• September 6, 2020: Iowa 
City creates Truth and
Reconciliation Commission

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City resident, Tessa Meyer (right), poses for a portrait alongside a friend on Saturday, July 4, 2020 on Linn Street in Iowa City. “I make something 
that is positive to show that we’re out here with love, not hate in our hearts.”

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Assistant Director of MISSE Tab Wiggins speaks during the 50th anniversary 
celebration at the Afro American Cultural House on Oct. 19, 2018. 

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Protesters gather with umbrellas in front of them as a barrier during a 
Black Lives Matter protest organized by the Iowa Freedom Riders on Aug. 
29, 2020

It’s not a moment —it’s a movement. We can 
be a country that can reconcile our past and work 
towards a more just future.”

— Tabitha Wiggins, UI Multicultural and International Student 
Support and Engagement Associate Director

“What is really powerful is the sense of 
community we have. And when this community does 
come together and band together around the idea of 
‘We are all equally safe and fight for equitable justice,’ 
we can do so much more than any leader and any city 
council can do.”

              —  Raneem Hamad, Iowa City Truth and Reconciliation 
Commissioner and Iowa Freedom Rider leader

Thursday, Feb. 4 @5:00 p.m.: 2021 Week of 
Action Career Day

Friday, Feb. 5 @5:00 p.m.:  2021 Week of Action Book Discussion

Saturday, Feb. 6 @1-3:00 p.m.:  Black History 
Saturday School

Tuesday, Feb. 9 @3-
4:00 p.m.:  Latinx/a/o 
Student Support

 Tuesday, Feb. 3 @3:30-
4:30 p.m.: Latinx Council 
Monthly Meeting

ON THE WEB ON THE AIR EVENTS CALENDAR
GET UPDATES ABOUT LOCAL ARTS & 
ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS ON TWITTER 
@DAILYIOWANARTS.

TUNE IN TO KRUI 89.7 FM AT 5 P.M. ON THURSDAYS 
TO HEAR ABOUT THIS WEEKEND IN ARTS & 
ENTERTAINMENT

WANT YOUR EVENT TO BE PRINTED IN THE DAILY IOWAN AND INCLUDED IN 
OUR ONLINE CALENDAR? TO SUBMIT A LISTING, VISIT DAILYIOWAN.COM/
PAGES/CALENDARSUBMIT

BY MADISON 
LOTENSCHTEIN 
AND JOSIE 
FISCHELS
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

It’s Oct. 23 and The 
Queen’s Gambit has just 
debuted on Netflix. A 
trailer glides across the 
head banner, rife with 1950s 
and 60s glamor while the story 
of Beth Harmon, an orphaned 
chess prodigy, is summarized 
across the screen. Viewers 
click on episode one and are 
immediately hooked. 

The seven-episode minise-
ries has marked its place in 
streaming history as one of 
the most-watched Netflix pro-
grams of 2020, with well over 
60 million account holders 
obsessing over its masterful 
storytelling, delightful visu-
als, and thrilling chess scenes. 
University of Iowa alums have 
special reason to be proud: the 
piece stems from a work of 
fiction of the same name by 
UI Writers’ Workshop alum 
Walter Tevis.

Tevis received a M.F.A. 
from the Workshop in 1960. 
The author wrote several 
novels that had been adapt-
ed for the screen ahead of 
The Queen’s Gambit, many of 
which enjoyed great success. 
Tevis’ book The Man Who Fell 
to Earth starred David Bowie 

in the film adaptation, and 
the author was able to use the 
$25,000 he made from sell-
ing the movie rights from his 
book, The Hustler, to finance 
his master’s degree at the Io-
wa Writers’ Workshop. He 
published The Queen’s Gambit 
a year before his early death, 
caused by lung cancer, in 1984. 
The writer was 56.

Tevis is far from the only 
Writers’ Workshop graduate 
to see his written works come 
to life on screen. The DI spoke 
to several other authors who 
are familiar with — or just 
getting their first taste — of 
the cinematic universe.

Iowa Writers’ Workshop 
professor and graduate of 
the workshop Ethan Canin re-
members buying his daughter 
a chess set for Hanukkah after 
watching The Queen’s Gambit, 
a considerable feat given the 
spike in chess set purchases 
just ahead of the holidays.

The author has seen several 
of his written works adapted 
into films, just like Tevis, most 
recently The Year of Getting to 
Know Us in 2008, which was 
based off of one of Canin’s 

short stories and 
starred Jimmy Fallon 
and Lucy Liu. Oth-

er films based on 

Canin’s work 
include The Emperor’s Club in 
2002 and Blue River in 1995.

Canin described the adap-
tation process as everything 
from an adrenaline-laced 
thrill to a downright bore, 
filled with long waits and 

breaks between shots. While 
the writer has had the oppor-
tunity to write his own screen-
play before — for Beautiful 
Ohio in 2006 — he said he once 
found out another one of his 
books had been adapted for 
the screen only after filming 
had wrapped up.

Regardless, the author said 

he would happily write an-
other screenplay after hav-
ing such good experiences 
working alongside others to 
bring his written work to life, 
although Canin doesn’t write 
his novels with the intention 
of adapting them for film.

“ I ’ v e 
n e v e r written with 
that in mind,” he said. “If they 
get made into movies, I’m 
happy, but I’ve never changed 
a plot, or designed a plot for 
movies — it’s just too hard. It’s 
not my kind of thing.”

Writers’ Workshop Pro-
gram Director Lan Samantha 
Chang read Tevis’ novel when 
it was first published, and 
while she has only seen photos 
of the show, Chang said she 
remembers the book being 
much gritter than the adapta-
tion of The Queen’s Gambit.

“She’s not perfectly made 
up all the time with mascara 
and that hairdo and fancy 
clothes,” Chang said. 

Both in the novel and mini-
series, Beth gets her period 
during her first chess com-
petition and has to construct 
a makeshift pad out of toilet 
paper. Writing about a char-
acter getting their period 
never used to be done, Chang 

said, because writing 
instructors in various work-
shops were primarily male 
and were often against such 
occurrences having a place in 
the story.

“The cool thing about Tevis 
was that when that book was 
being published, he knew that 
that would be something he 
should put into the story,” she 
said. “I thought he was cool — 
I never met him, but that book 
was really important to me.”

Writers’ Workshop and Io-
wa Arts Fellow Xochitl Gon-
zalez is in the midst of writing 
the television screenplay for 
her novel, Olga Dies Dreaming. 
The novel, set to publish in 
January 2022, follows a broth-
er and sister living in New 
York City who deal with their 
mother abandoning them as 
children. Later, they grapple 
with their high-powered ca-
reers in the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Maria.

Gonzalez said she’s an 

UI Writers’ Workshop alumni share adaptation experiences.
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She’s not perfectly made up all the time 
with mascara and that hairdo and fancy 

clothes.

— Writers’ Workshop Program Director Lan 
Samantha Chang

Design by 
Kate Doolittle

http://speakout.uiowa.edu/prizes
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something new about Black 
history, as well as celebrate 
Black community members 
who are currently making his-
tory in Iowa City.

“I am hopeful that there 
will be a lot of interest to learn 
about some unique people 
within Black history, and 
that it will be shared amongst 

people in our community,” 
Teague said. “The other thing 
that I would like to add is that 
we have a lot of heroes right 
here among us, and so to all 
of those people within our 
community, all of the Black 
people within our community 
that are making some dras-
tic changes for the better, we 
thank those individuals.”

Iowa City Office of Equity 
and Human Rights Director 
Stefanie Bowers wrote in an 
email to The Daily Iowan that 
the events being hosted to cel-

ebrate Black History Month 
this year are being hosted by 
a wide variety of city depart-
ments, including the Iowa 
City Public Library, Parks 
and Recreation, the Senior 
Center, the Office of Equity 
and Human Rights, and the 
Climate Action and Outreach 
Division. 

“We have a lot of variety in 
our programming this year 
that recognizes and celebrates 
Black History Month,” Bow-
ers wrote. “City Departments 
that will be offering events, 

activities, and pro-
grams. Like in the 
past we have col-
laborated with the 
African American 
Museum of Iowa 
to host several vir-
tual presentations 
on Black History 
most that are spe-
cifically on Black 
History here in 
the state of Iowa. 
We have also been 
able to collaborate 
with Black owned 
organizations.”

There will be 
several virtual 
presentations and 

video series hosted via Zoom 
on topics such as Black histo-
ry in Iowa City and across the 
state of Iowa, the history of 
many famous Black athletes, 
and the relationship between 
climate action and communi-
ties of color. 

Bowers wrote that a new 
collaboration taking place this 
year to celebrate Black Histo-
ry Month is one between Iowa 
City and the Friends of His-
toric Preservation.

“We also for the first time 
will be doing a video series 
on Black History here in Io-
wa City that discusses three 
historic landmarks: the Iowa 
Federation Home, Tate Arms, 
and the Bethel AME Church,” 
Bowers wrote. 

Special and Underserved 
Populations Recreation Super-
visor RaQuishia Harrington 
said the city’s Parks and Rec-
reation Department is collabo-
rating with the Iowa City Public 
Library to host a film screening 
and panel discussion.

Harrington said the film 
is about Jackie Robinson and 
how he broke barriers within 
the world of sports while also 
addressing social and racial 
justice in athletics. 

Harrington added that the 
panel discussion will include 
local high school and colle-
giate athletes who will share 
their perspective on race in 
athletics.

She said she hopes this 
event will encourage commu-
nity members to recognize 
the relationship between ra-
cial and social justice in ath-
letics, and that it is important 
to have increased conversa-
tions on this matter.

“I think the underlying 
idea with this is to show that 
no matter what area you are 
in, you have an opportunity 

to speak up and to speak out 
about injustices that’s hap-
pening and that’s impacting 
you,” Harrington said. “We 
know sports is kind of a uni-
versal thing, most people 
enjoy some kind of sport or 
recreational opportunities, 
and when it comes to talking 
about social justice or equity 
or inclusion, sometimes that 
can be stifled because peo-
ple look at it as political and 
they don’t want to get into 
that they just want to play the 
game, but they don’t always 
understand how it impacts 
people.”

Casey Stone/The Daily Iowan
An Iowa Athletics employee cleans the court during the Iowa Men’s Basketball game against Michigan on Tuesday at Carver-Hawkeye Arena. 
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back Trump-era policies which 
enforced family separation pol-
icies at the border. 

The Trump administration 
implemented the “Zero Toler-
ance,” and “Remain in Mexico” 
immigration policies that en-
abled the separation of thou-
sands of immigrant families 
and required families trying to 
enter the U.S. from Mexico to 
remain there while they await-
ed court hearings.

The White House an-
nounced Monday Biden’s most 
recent executive actions will 
create a task force centered 
around family reunification, 
rollback and review Trump’s 
regulations that closed the bor-
der to asylum seekers and im-
plement a new three-part plan 
for dealing with migration in 
this region.

“I think it’s hard to overstate 
the importance of these new 
policies, and we’re hopeful that 
we are beginning to move for-
ward on more sane and effec-
tive policies on immigration,” 
Fowler said.  “I think almost 

everybody, all over the political 
spectrum, can agree that our 
system for immigration is in-
humane, and illogical and bro-
ken. I think under the Trump 
administration, that was just 
exacerbated.” 

By recommitting to the De-
ferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals policy –– which allows 
individuals who came to the 
U.S. as children and meet addi-
tional requirements to received 
deferred action for two years 
and gain work eligibility –– the 
change stabilizes the status of 
thousands.

Although there is no way 
to tell how many students en-
rolled at the University of Iowa 
are DACA recipients, according 
to the American Immigration 
Council, 2,420 active DACA 
recipients lived in Iowa as of 
March 2020.

“We are committed to pro-
viding a safe and inclusive en-
vironment for all students, and 
the recent Executive Order is a 
promising step toward a per-
manent solution for undocu-
mented students or students 
with DACA status,” Interim 
Director of the UI’s Center 
for Diversity and Enrichment 

Tabitha Wiggins wrote in an 
email to The Daily Iowan.

But not all Iowans are rejoic-
ing in the new immigration re-
form developments.

According to a press release 
from Jan. 28, Sen. Joni Ernst, 
R-Iowa, reintroduced her bill, 
“Sarah’s Law,” after an execu-
tive order that contained part 
of it was reversed by the Biden 
administration.

“The legislation, which is 
named after Sarah Root – an 
Iowan killed by an illegal im-
migrant who was released by 
federal law enforcement due to 
a loophole in the law and never 
faced justice – requires feder-
al law enforcement to detain 
illegal immigrants criminally 
charged with killing or serious-
ly injuring another person,” the 
release states.

The bill is supported by Sen. 
Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, and 
other Republican senators.

Biden also reversed Trump’s 
ban on travel from certain ma-
jority-Muslim countries, and 
advocates for the international 
community are hoping it will 
create a more inclusive atmo-
sphere.

UI Associate Director of In-

ternational Student and Schol-
ar Services Michael Bortschell-
er wrote in an email to the DI 
that while the reversal of the 
Muslim ban will not greatly 
impact international students, 
it will set a more welcoming at-
titude and tone.

“For example, the new rules 
may make it easier for rela-
tives to visit their students 
while studying in the U.S.,” 
Bortscheller said.

The Biden admin-
istration’s U.S. Citi-
zenship Act of 2021 
bill which was sent 
to Congress is an ef-
fort to “modernize” 
the immigration sys-
tem. The proposed 
bill seeks to create an 
effective roadmap 
to citizenship and 
prioritize keeping 
families together. 
The bill also advo-
cates for protecting 
immigrant labor 
rights and boosting 
the economy.

Iowa City immi-
gration attorney 
Jessica Malott said 
though she doesn’t 

know how the bill will go over in 
Congress, she thinks the plan is 
a step in the right direction.

“Do I think we need reform? 
Absolutely,” Malott said. “The 
old way hasn’t been working in 
my opinion for a long time now.

The U.S. Citizenship Act of 
2021 will help in eliminating ex-
cessive wait times and prolong-
ing family separations, Malott 
said. In her work with fami-
ly-based processing and repre-

senting clients in immigration 
court, Malott said the system is 
in desperate need of change.

“In the last like three years 
or so the immigration system 
has been gutted, it has been 
turned upside down — put on 
its head,” Malott said. “…So, 
taking a good hard look at our 
immigration system, and mod-
ernizing it, is something that 
has been needed to be done for 
a long time.”

IMMIGRATION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

course work, and about 67.3 
percent were because of trans-
fer/withdrawal. The other 32.7 
percent were for reasons such 
as study abroad, contract buy-
out, committee release, intern-
ships, and military.

The capacity in residence 
halls this academic year is also 
lower than in previous years. 

“Occupancy in the resi-
dence halls varies from year 
to year based on enrollment,” 
Ibrahim-Olin said. “Students 
have taken longer to return 
to campus and our spring 
occupancy is still being final-
ized.”

In fall 2020, residence hall 
occupancy was 5,218 — 78.3 
percent of planned capacity, 
compared to the fall 2019 res-

idence hall occupancy of 6,333, 
which was 93.4 percent of 
planned capacity, according to 
data from Ibrahim-Olin.

The 2020 occupancy num-
bers are also around 1,000 
students less than the previous 
five years.

The University of Northern 
Iowa and Iowa State Univer-
sity have also seen a drop in 
occupancy numbers.

“Many factors contribute 
to on-campus occupancy each 
year,” Iowa State Communica-
tions Manager Brittney Ruth-
erford said. “The dynamics of 
COVID-19 are part of the 2020 
fall factors.”

Fall 2019 occupancy in Io-
wa State residence halls was 
10,457 students and dropped to 
8,658 students in the fall 2020. 

UNI also saw a drop in res-
idence hall occupancy from 
3,197 students to 2,953 between 

the fall 2019 and fall 2020 ac-
ademic semesters. UNI Pub-
lic Relations Manager Steve 
Schmadeke reported 253 can-
celed housing contracts for the 
2020-21 academic year.

First-year UI student Maya 
Johnson was among those who 
decided to cancel their hous-
ing contracts for the spring 
semester. 

“All of my classes are online 
this semester, so I decided 
that it would be better for me 
to stay home this semester so 
I can save some money,” she 
said. “I will be able to come 
back to campus in the fall.”

Johnson said she enjoyed 
living on campus during the 
fall semester and had a great 
time living with her room-
mate.

 “I had a few classes in-per-
son last semester too so I had 
a good experience with in-per-

son learning,” she said. 
She said the university was 

accommodating and helpful 
when she was figuring out how 
to cancel her contract, and that 
there was not much else they 
could have done to make her 
experience better than what it 
already was.

“I just decided to do what 
would be best for me this se-
mester and I am excited to 
be back on campus later this 
[fall],” Johnson said.

HOUSING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden speaks during a Biden drive-in rally on 
Oct. 30, 2020 at the Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines.
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The LGBTQ Iowa Ar-
chives and Library is host-
ing its first gallery show this 
month in its Queer Iowan 
Artist Series, a collection by 
artist Anne S. Rogers, titled, 
“Leaving pants on the floor.” 
The series is the Library’s 
first venture into launching 
the visual component of the 
space, said volunteer cura-
tor India Johnson. 

Housed in the basement 
of the Wesley Community 
Center in Iowa City, right 
down the hall from a Meth-
odist daycare, one will find 
the quaint home of the Li-
brary, accompanied by the 
one-room gallery space that 
holds Anne’s collection.

Walking into the space, 
viewers see a cotton cloth 
laundry hamper hanging 
from the ceiling, ceramic 
pants folded in the corner, 
and various pieces of pa-
per illustrated with ink and 
gesso drawings of clothing 
draped on the walls. A clos-
er look will reveal that the 
paper itself is made of cloth-
ing.

Rogers developed an in-
terest in art at an early age. 
They pursued Art and Sex-
uality Studies throughout 
college and went on to get 
certified in Papermaking 
at the University of Iowa. 
Rogers then interned for a 

paper-making mill in Min-
neapolis, and later, a fiber 
art center in Española Val-
ley New Mexico, where they 
expanded their knowledge 
and appreciation for the in-
terconnectedness between 
cloth and paper.

“I think that what draws 
me to the specific process-
es I use to make my art, like 

paper making and weaving 
and sewing, even drawing 
to some extent, is the fact 
that they can become kind 
of a ritual and I feel like in 
some ways they mirror do-
mestic work that I’m trying 
to represent,” Rogers said. 
“So, the process of doing 
laundry and the process of 
doing paper have some sim-
ilarities in terms of what 
you put in, the way that 
you have to kind of move 
through steps, how thick 
you’re always needing [it] to 
be done, and it’s never really 
finished.”

Rogers’ collection brings 
an air of levity into the oth-
erwise formal space it occu-
pies. The artist takes what 
is usually considered a sim-

plistic part of daily routine 
and considers how it can be 
repurposed in their art. 

If a piece of clothing is 
too small or fragile, they 
make it into paper, sew it 
onto edges, or weave it into 
rectangles. Their art carries 
with it the memories they 
have when wearing those 
pieces of clothing. 

Rogers also maintains 
that it’s important they keep 
a sense of humor in their 
creative process. 

“For a while I was do-
ing these durational per-
formances and they were 
really intense,” they said. 
“Like, I did this piece where 
I just only wore six articles 
of clothing for two months. 
And then I did a couple of 
other things that involved 
walking and clothing, and 
they just took a lot out of me, 
and I think that since then I 
really realized that I need to 
find humor in my own work 
for it to be sustainable. I 
think pants are kind of fun-
ny just in general.”

The Queer Iowan Artist 
series will hold a solo show 

each month that features 
the work of an LGBTQ Io-
wa City artist until July 15. 
Johnson said audiences 
can expect to see upcoming 
themes of familial relations, 
race struggles, sexuality, 
and more use of paper and 
upcycled materials. 

“I do think it’s important 
for queer artists to have 
spaces to exhibit, especial-
ly since that hasn’t always 
been possible, and I think 
just like in the really long 
history of art, women and 
queer people have been ex-
cluded,” Rogers said. “And 

so, it’s important always for 
people who like — basically 
aren’t like, cis men, straight 
men — to have spaces to 
exhibit art, no matter what 
that is and no matter wheth-
er or not that’s related to 
their own experience as 
queer people.”

After Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds signed off on a 
bill that requires schools 
to offer a fully in-person 
instruction option, the Io-
wa City Community School 
District scrapped its hybrid 
model, causing parents to 
choose between full-time 
in-person learning or virtu-
al instruction. 

Parents have until today 

to confirm which instruc-
tion mode their children 
will use. Students and par-
ents have another chance to 
transition to either online 
or in-person instruction on 
March 11. 

Iowa City parents are 
experiencing a range of 
emotions. Iowa City par-
ent Christie Cellmam, who 
has a second-grade student 
in the school district, said 
she is both unsurprised and 
disappointed by the gover-
nor’s decision.

Cellman and her daugh-
ter both suffer from fa-
cioscapulohumeral muscu-
lar dystrophy, a disability 
that makes them more at 
risk of experiencing severe 
symptoms if infected with 
COVID-19. 

“At the end of the day, 
it feels like it’s forced seg-
regation,” Cellman said. 
“[The state] is really sepa-
rating people that are the 
ideal human from people 
with underlying health con-
ditions — we’re completely 

ostracizing them.”
The American Psycho-

logical Association reports 
that, based on research 
from past pandemics, peo-
ple with disabilities report-
ed intensified feelings of 
loneliness in response to 
social distancing measures. 

Other parents are fac-
ing different challenges 
because of COVID-19’s im-
pact on education. Iowa 
City parent Morgen Bermel 
has a fifth grader who has 
spent her year learning 100 
percent virtually — and will 
continue to do so. 

Although adjusting to a 
different instruction meth-
od can be challenging, Ber-
mel said people wanting to 
send kids to school full time 
haven’t addressed the safe-
ty benefits to online school-
ing — especially for teach-
ers and school support 
staff. At least one teacher 
in Iowa has died this year 
of COVID-19.

“She has been able to 
adjust to being online 
and prefers online at this 
point,” Bermel said. “When 
we mentioned going back 
to school, and having to 
wear a mask all day, that’s 
not something that she was 
wanting to do at all. She 
would rather be home in a 
safe environment with her 
parents.”

Bermel added that her 
family is privileged to be 
able to make virtual learn-

ing a doable experience 
and understands that the 
pandemic has different im-
plications for every house-
hold. 

Meanwhile, some par-
ents believe the school dis-
trict’s return to in-person 
instruction is the best step 
forward.

Tee Orsha, a single moth-
er to three elementary-aged 
children in the district, is 
excited for her children to 
return to the classroom. 
She said working full-time 
while supervising her chil-
dren during their virtual 
instruction days has been 
difficult. 

“I think it is good, be-
cause you still have an op-
tion to either learn from 
school or do it online,” Or-
sha said. “Even when you 
go to Walmart or the gro-
cery store, you are taking 
a chance with COVID-19. 
Some people have hus-
bands that work, you know. 
They’re able to afford to 
stay home. It’s not like that 
for the rest of us.” 

A Pew Research study 
published last year showed 
that 23 percent of U.S. 
children under the age 
of 18 live in single-par-
ent homes without other 
adults present. Compared 
to two-parent households, 
single-parent households 
are experiencing greater 
levels of emotional distress 
during the pandemic, The 

American Enterprise Insti-
tute reports. 

Nathan Peterson, a par-
ent to a kindergartener 
in the district, said he is 
thrilled for his child to re-
turn to a traditional learn-
ing environment. 

“Schools have never 
been completely safe, and 
it’s not their mission to 
offer absolute safety. We 
accept a certain amount 
of risk every time we open 
our door,” Peterson said. 
“COVID-19 is one more 
risk that we have to accept, 
but it’s something that we 
have to measure rational-
ly. The level of level of risk 
posed by COVID-19 is not 
so much that it outweighs 
the advantages of in-per-
son schooling.”

Peterson referenced a 
recent study conducted by 
Duke University and the 
University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill, which 
revealed that transmission 
is rare and in-person in-
struction can resume safe-
ly when schools adhere to 
COVID-19 safety guide-
lines.

Cellman said no matter 
their stance on the gover-
nor’s decision, all parents 
are feeling weary during 
this time. 

“We are struggling to 
juggle jobs, schooling, and 
also trying to keep our kids 
on track,” Cellman said. 
“We are all struggling.”

BY MARY HARTEL
 mary-hartel@uiowa.edu

The First Reimagin-
ing Campus Safety Action 
Committee town hall meet-
ing will be held today from 
3-5 p.m. and is open to all 
members of The University 
of Iowa community with a 
HawkID. 

The town halls are part 

of the three-phase timeline 
guiding the committee’s 
work with the goal of cre-
ating a more inclusive and 
safe environment for mem-
bers of groups that have 
been disproportionately 
harmed by law enforcement. 

According to the Division 
of Student Life website, 
phase one, “defining the vi-
sion” consists of gathering 

information on different 
perspectives on campus 
safety and inclusion. 

The committee will work 
on defining different issues, 
policies, accountability, 
and what success looks like 
during this period. In the 
second phase, “ideate” will 
continue this work and be-
gin to answer broader ques-
tions on how to go about 

reimagining campus safety. 
The third phase, “imple-

mentation,” will focus on 
narrowing down specific 
practices on how to smooth-
ly and sufficiently integrate 
new structures into campus 
safety.

The committee, which is 
partnering with Astig Plan-
ning, a local agency cen-
tered around advocacy and 

community assistance, is 
made up of 26 individuals 
and is chaired by Vice Pres-
ident of Student Life, Sarah 
Hanson. It is planning to 
give results and feedback 
from their findings to UI 
President Bruce Herald this 
semester.

The Iowa Freedom Riders, 
an activist group that led 
protests in the summer and 

called for the defunding of 
the Iowa City Police, urged 
people to attend the forum 
on social media. 

The event is closed to the 
public outside of the UI. 
Community members can 
submit questions by email-
ing the UI Vice President 
of Student Life. The second 
town hall is scheduled for 
Feb. 11 from 5 to 7 p.m. 

New gallery highlights queer Iowa artists
Artist Anne Rogers’ gallery show, ‘Leaving pants on the floor,’ is the first show in the Queer Iowan Artist Series, presented by

LGBTQ Iowa Archives and Library. The gallery, which is on display until Feb. 15, is located at the Wesley Center. 

Mixed reactions as IC nixes hybrid learning

Reimagining Campus safety committee 
to hold town hall meetings

After Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds signed a bill that requires Iowa schools to offer a fully in-person learning option,
parents must decide whether their children should return to school five days a week or learn virtually. 

BY GRACE HAMILTON
grace-hamilton@uiowa.edu

The first University of Iowa town hall aiming to combat systematic harm from law enforcement
will take place today on Zoom from 3-5 p.m.

I do think it’s important for queer  
artists to have spaces to exhibit, especially 
since that hasn’t always been possible.

— Anne S. Rogers, artist

Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
Anne S. Rogers’ gallery show “pants on the floor” is the first show in the Queer Iowan Artist series. The Art Gallery 
at the Wesley Center is seen on Jan.  28 2021.

   Jake Maish/The Daily Iowan
A sign for the Iowa City Community School District is seen outside the district’s administration building on April 
28, 2020.



Eight residents will be 
transferred from Glenwood 
Resource Center — a facility 
for people with disabilities 
— to the Woodward Insti-
tution because of trouble 
recruiting qualified staff. 
The lack of recruitment is 
partially due to a U.S. De-
partment of Justice inves-
tigation into abuse allega-
tions against Glenwood that 
found patients’ constitu-
tional rights were violated. 
There should be no trans-
fer back to Glenwood until 
abuse-prevention measures 
are implemented, for the 
safety and mental health of 
its residents.

Several former and cur-
rent staffers said Glen-
wood’s patients were al-
legedly dying as a result of 
insufficient medical care in 
April 2019. There have also 
been allegations that Glen-

wood’s facility superinten-
dent ordered that patients 
be used for unethical experi-
ments, such as sexual arous-
al research. 

As the Des Moines Reg-
ister reported, the super-
intendent has since been 
dismissed. While his firing 
was justified, there is more 
Glenwood can and should 
do to prevent future abuse. 
Nursing homes can prevent 
abuse by requiring training 
in what abuse looks like, in-
stalling quality monitoring 
systems, and creating solid 
patient-care procedures. 

Glenwood can use these 
ideas to prevent the hor-
rors that occurred within its 
walls from repeating them-
selves. Until that is done, 
Glenwood cannot increase 
its chances of guaranteeing 
patient safety. The eight res-
idents who got moved are 
better off at Woodward. 

A 2012 study by Liverpool 
John Moores University re-
searchers found people with 

disabilities are more likely 
to experience violence than 
those without and people 
with mental illness are par-
ticularly susceptible. This 
is a heartbreaking statistic 
which no residence facility 
should add to. An institution 
aimed at providing a home 
for people with disabilities 
should take whatever mea-
sures are necessary to create 
a safe environment for them 
— especially after the accu-
sations against Glenwood.

Another reason for 
Glenwood to implement 
abuse-prevention measures 
is that disability can make ex-
periencing abuse even worse 
than it already is. Imagine 
not being able to express 
what you have been through 
because of a communication 
disorder. Physical assault is 
even more awful on someone 
with a physical impairment 
or condition causing con-
stant pain. 

Abuse has negative conse-
quences for anyone’s men-

tal health — let 
alone people 
with diagnosed 
mental illnesses. 
Short-term ef-
fects of abuse in-
clude confusion, 
fear, hopeless-
ness, and shame. 
Long-term ones 
are anxiety, de-
pression, guilt, 
shame, social 
withdrawal, and 
insomnia. 

Post-traumat-
ic stress disor-
der is also com-
mon in people 
who have expe-
rienced abuse. Glenwood 
implementing measures to 
prevent abuse can prevent 
its patients from developing 
severe psychological issues. 
It can also help the victims 
emotionally by reminding 
them, even though they 
have gone through a horrif-
ic experience, someone still 
cares about them. 

Glenwood should also cre-
ate reform because its vic-
tims are human beings who 
deserve change to be made 
as a result of what happened 
to them. The facility’s other 
patients are also people who 
deserve safety measures to 
prevent their basic human 
rights from being violated. 

Some would argue mon-

ey is an obstacle. However, 
when we are talking about 
preventing human rights 
from being denied, money is 
never a good excuse. 

The mental well-being 
and safety of the eight pa-
tients is not worth sacrific-
ing if Glenwood does not 
implement stronger mea-
sures to prevent abuse.

As many of us are prob-
ably already aware, Febru-
ary is Black history month. 
Although there is a specific 
month dedicated to Black 
history, it is important to 
remember Black history is 
not a subsect to U.S. his-
tory — they are one in the 
same.

The erasure and dimin-
ishing of Black history are 
apparent everywhere from 
school curriculums to the 
media — even in the fact 
that Black history month is 
the shortest month of the 
year. Most 
of us proba-
bly learned 
Black histo-
ry as a brief 
unit within 
U.S. history 
or through 
personal ex-
ploration.

What we are often 
taught and see growing 
up are the faces of white 
men who are said to have 
propelled the success of 
this country. In reality, the 
wealth of our nation was 
— for centuries —built off 
of the backs of enslaved Af-
rican people.

According to Sven Beck-
ert on  PBS News Hour, 
over half of the exports 
from the U.S. in the early 
19th century consisted of 
cotton which was nearly 
entirely grown by enslaved 
people. Furthermore, ac-
cording to Vox, slavery 

resulted in a prosperous 
economy for this country, 
so much so that by the 
Civil War there were more 
millionaires per capita in 
the South than any other 
place.

In school, we are taught 
to idolize the same men 
who built much of their 
own wealth off of slavery. 
Mount Rushmore is a per-
fect example, half of the 
presidents commemorat-
ed in the statue were slave 
owners.

We are most likely all fa-
miliar with the same names 
when thinking back on our 
Black history education, for 

example, Harriet Tubman, 
Abraham Lincoln, Martin 
Luther King Jr, Malcolm X, 
and Rosa Parks.

These are people that we 
should all familiarize our-
selves with. However, it is 
incredibly demeaning to 
reduce Black history to the 
same few names, always 
placing Black people under 
the oppression of white 
people needing saving.

It is important to rec-
ognize Black people are at 
the center of wealth, devel-
opment, and progress in 
this country.

When it came to voting 
rights, Black women have 

persevered for centuries. 
Many Black women fought 
during the times of wom-
en’s suffrage,  yet many 
were denied the right to 
vote through much of the 
20th century.

There are many more 
examples of how Black 
people have contributed to 
the progress of our nation 
without reaping almost 
any of the benefits.

It is ironic so many Black 
people feel disconnect-
ed and ostracized from a 
country built off of the la-
bor of their ancestors. The 
first slave ships arrived 
in  1619 — meaning Black 

people have contributed to 
this country for over 400 
years.

America has had a grue-
some and traumatic histo-
ry that is oftentimes un-
comfortable to confront, 
but that is not an excuse 
for the censorship of Black 
history.

Despite Black history 
month being an insuf-
ficient means of honor-
ing the critical role Black 
people have played in this 
country, it is important to 
take time to reflect and 
fill in the empty spaces in 
our knowledge of Black 
history.
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Opinions
Glenwood must reform before patients return

‘Strict Scrutiny’ ruins 
Iowa gun rights bill

BY ALLY PRONINA
aleona-pronina@uiowa.edu

For the safety and mental well-being of the patients, the eight who transferred from Glenwood
should not return until the institution takes initiatives to prevent future abuse.

A bill proposing an 
amendment to the Iowa 
Constitution has one major 
problem: strict scrutiny.

Senate Joint Resolution 
7— which passed the Legis-
lature on Jan. 28— is set to 
appear on ballots in 2022, 
proposes adding the follow-
ing language to the Iowa 
Constitution: “The right of 
the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 
The sovereign state of Iowa 
affirms and recognizes this 
right to be a fundamental in-
dividual right. Any and all re-
strictions of this right shall 
be subject to strict scrutiny.”

Strict scrutiny is a stan-
dard of legal review that 
courts may use when assess-
ing challenges to legislation. 
It is the harshest level of 
judicial review and is often 
applied to cases involving 
discrimination, equal pro-
tection, or fundamental 
rights. To withstand strict 
scrutiny, a law must serve a 

“compelling governmental 
interest” and must be “nar-
rowly tailored” to achieve 
that interest. 

So what’s the problem? By 
requiring strict scrutiny, this 
amendment vastly limits the 
power of future Legislatures 
to pass reasonable checks on 
gun ownership. 

Worse, it could open cur-
rent laws to challenges, in-
cluding common-sense poli-
cies like background checks 
and permit requirements. 
It would compel courts to 
apply the harshest level of 
review to challenges, even 
when this may be unneces-
sary and inappropriate, and 
may force them to strike 
down protections we desper-
ately need.

Strict scrutiny aims to 
protect individual rights, but 
when it comes to gun control, 
we must also think about the 
safety of our citizens. 

Iowa is currently one of 
only six states lacking con-
stitutional protection for 
gun ownership. It seems rea-
sonable for the Legislature to 
vote to change that, but this 

amendment would cause us 
to swing wildly in the other 
direction. 

If passed, Iowa would join 
Alabama, Louisiana, and 
Missouri on the list of states 
with strict scrutiny require-
ments. The very wording of 
Missouri’s statute forecasts 
the repercussions  of such 
a mandate by including ca-
veats that explicitly allow 
lawmakers to restrict gun 
ownership for violent felons 
and those who are mentally 
impaired. 

Republican lawmakers are 
presenting this bill as a typi-
cal protection of gun rights, 
but it is not. A vast majority 
of states’ protections mirror 
the language of the U.S.’s 
2nd Amendment.  

Iowa Republicans are mis-
representing their inten-
tions. They are attempting to 
weaken gun regulations that 
are popular among Iowans 
without doing so outright. 
Regardless of their stances 
on gun control, lawmakers 
should be confident enough 
to propose and support spe-
cific legislation that aligns 
with their policy goals. The 
strict scrutiny mandate 
passes the buck to courts 
and casts uncertainty on the 
future of the law. 

Once passed, a constitu-
tional amendment is diffi-
cult to undo. Iowans should 
think carefully about the 
long-term effects of this bill 
before they vote on it. This 
amendment would inhibit 
future legislatures passing 
almost any kind of gun-relat-
ed reform and erode the vital 
safeguards we have now. 

Iowa law should not be 
burdened by these two 
words. 

BY EVAN MANTLER
evan-mantler@uiowa.edu

By including ‘strict scrutiny’ language, lawmakers close the door 
on future policymaking and threaten current safeguards. 

Black history is 
American history

BY YASSIE BUCHANAN
yasmine-buchanan@uiowa.edu

Although Black history is often presented as a small piece of U.S. 
history, Black history sits at the core of this country.

it is incredibly demeaning to reduce Black history to 
the same few names, always placing Black people under the 
oppression of white people needing saving.

Ben Smith /The Daily Iowan
Guns are displayed at Scheels in Coralville on April 11, 2017
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BY HANNAH PINSKI
hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu

The Black Lives Matter move-
ment has gained momentum in 
2020, but its history in America 
— including Iowa City — began 
much earlier than summer pro-
tests. 

The story of the movement 
begins in Florida on Feb. 26, 
2012 when Trayvon Martin — a 
17-year-old African American 
teen — was shot by neighborhood 
watch volunteer George Zimmer-
man while walking home from 
7-11. 

Zimmerman was acquitted on 
July 13, 2013 — more than a year 
after Martin’s death. 

Horrified by people’s reactions 
— including some that blamed 
Martin’s personal life and be-
havior for his death —  domestic 
worker rights organizer Alicia 
Garza in Oakland, California cre-
ated a series of posts titled “A Love 
Letter to Black People.”

Her final post read, “Black peo-
ple, I love you. I love us. Our lives 
matter.” Anti-police violence or-
ganizer Patrisse Cullors from Los 
Angeles, California responded 
with the hashtag “blacklivesmat-

ter” which was then shared by 
immigration rights worker from 
Phoenix, Arizona Opal Tometi.

On that day, a simple hashtag 
became the birth of a renewed 
call for racial justice and created a 
movement that shaped American 
history and is now being consid-
ered for a Nobel Peace Prize. 

University of Iowa Multicul-

tural and International Student 
Support and Engagement Associ-
ate Director Tabitha Wiggins was 
a residence hall coordinator on 
the UI campus in 2013. 

At the beginning of the move-
ment, Wiggins said she felt like 
the UI campus climate consisted 
of two worlds where Black and 
white people lived separately.

“I felt like I lived in a different 
world than my white colleagues,” 
Wiggins said. “I remember the 
George Zimmerman trial and 

when he was acquitted, they had 
no idea what was going on.”

The movement gained mo-
mentum in Iowa City in Decem-
ber 2014 displayed a Klu Klux Klan 
figure made up of newspaper 
clippings with racial tension and 
oppression on the Pentacrest. 

Many students and faculty 
— especially people of color — 

protested the statue. Many did 
not know the statue was an art 
piece and thought a Klu Klux Klan 
chapter had emerged on campus 
— evoking fear. 

Wiggins was called as a first re-
sponder to take the statue down. 
She and a group of student lead-
ers had a town hall that same af-
ternoon with then Chief Diversity 
Officer Georgina Dodge and Vice 
President of Student Life Tim 
Rockwood where students voiced 
their experiences with racism on 
campus. 

Wiggins marks that day as the 
start of the movement in the UI 
community because people were 
finally starting to have conversa-
tions about racism. 

“I felt like there was a racial 
reckoning on campus. People 
started to have conversations 
about racism and race,” Wiggins 
said. “We came together and 
started to develop relationships. 
It was also the impetus for a lot of 
programming now, like for Black 
History Month.”

Another individual who led 
the early days of the movement 
is Iowa City Truth and Reconcil-

iation Commissioner and Iowa 
Freedom Rider leader Raneem 
Hamad. 

Hamad began her involve-
ment with the Black Lives Matter 
movement as a senior at Iowa 
City West High School in 2016. 
Hamad said she witnessed stu-
dents of color being targeted with 
hate crimes, which the school dis-
trict wasn’t taking action to stop. 
Hamad and her friends decided 
to create the Students Against 
Hated Discrimination organiza-
tion. 

Efforts made by the group 
included protests and lobbying 
with the school district. The orga-
nization specifically called for the 
implementation of a race and eth-
nicity class that all students would 
be required to take. 

Although the class was never 
created, there were noticeable 

changes including considering 
and centering students of colors’ 
voices in the school district, she 
said.

Hamad continued her involve-
ment during summer 2020 when 
she and her friends formed the 
Iowa Freedom Riders — a group 
that led the Black Lives Matter 
protests after George Floyd’s 
death on May 25, 2020. Hamad 
described his killing as the “straw 
that broke the camel’s back” in re-
gard to the ongoing issue of sys-

temic racism that people of color 
have continually faced. 

“It’s almost as if there’s a 
wound that America just keeps on 
opening and never healing and 
gets opened every six months,” 
Hamad said. “Every death is al-
most like someone putting salt 
into your wound over and over 
again. A lot of people were reach-
ing a breaking point of emotional 
tolerance of all this trauma that 
has been happening to us Black 
folk in America. This time peo-
ple were willing to listen, and we 
were going to make sure our voic-
es were going to be heard.”

A key moment for Hamad was 
when protesters — including 
herself — were tear gassed as 
they marched toward Interstate 
80. She described the event as a 
catalyst for her fight in the move-
ment. 

“It’s one thing to hear about 
the violence of the state, but to 
actually experience that violence 
when you’re fighting against that 
violence and advocating against 
it is a very humbling experience, 
and at the same time it truly em-
powered me,” Hamad said. “At 
the same time, I knew if what 
we were doing wasn’t right, we 
wouldn’t be getting the reaction 
that we got.” 

Hamad added that the beau-
ty behind these protests was 
the community support for the 
movement. 

“Multiple people were arrest-
ed during summer, and we all 
figured out ways as a communi-
ty to fund their bail or whatever 
they needed to be safe,” Hamad 
said. What is really powerful is 
the sense of community we have. 
And when this community does 
come together and band togeth-
er around the idea of ‘We are all 

equally safe and fight for equi-
table justice,’ we can do so much 
more than any leader and any city 
council can do.”

UI sophomore Ryan Staub was 
one of many marchers who par-
ticipated in protests that contin-
ued into the fall.

While a large part of the move-
ment is to push for change, Staub 
said the march was also meant to 
be a celebration of Black lives. 

“There was a lot of chanting 
and singing,” Staub said. “We 
would circle up at the stop-
lights and just celebrate the 
movement.”

Although Staub is not a person 
of color, he has an adopted broth-
er who is African American that 
has given him a perspective on 
racial injustices.

The movement has received 
support from a broad array of 
perspectives. Around 60 percent 
of white Americans, 77 percent 

of Hispanics, and 75 percent of 
Asians showed support for the 
movement according to a Pew 
Research survey conducted this 
summer.

Staub said he supports the 
movement because he believes 
everyone has the responsibility to 
fight against any inequality any-
one is experiencing. 

“Being a member of any com-
munity means we have a duty to 
look for and protect anyone who 
is being disenfranchised,” Staub 
said. “I want to use my own privi-
lege to give back and try to reduce 
that inequity.” 

While progress like the cre-
ation of the Iowa City Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission has 
occurred, activists said there is 
still work that needs to be done. 
Wiggins emphasized that some 
of the remaining work for the UI 
community specifically includes 
recruitment. 

“We always talk about recruit-
ment and retention of underrep-
resented minorities, but there 
aren’t things in place right now to 
do that,” Wiggins said. “We need 
to think through that and think 
of things folks of color need in 
order to feel safe and hold people 
accountable.”

Wiggins believes that young 
people will continue to lead the 
movement and take it to a place 
where racism isn’t only discussed 
but also comes to an end. She 
added, however, that the move-
ment is far from over because real 
change takes time and commit-
ment. 

“Change takes time, and we 
have to be in it for the long haul,” 
Wiggins said.  “It’s not a moment 
— it is a movement. We can be 
a country that can reconcile our 
past and work towards a more 
just future.” 
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Calendar
Virtual Community Events on Campus

Thursday, Feb. 4 @1:30 p.m.:2021 Week of Action 
Teach In - Schooling in the age of BLM

Wednesday, Feb. 3 5:00 p.m.: 2021 Week of 
Action: Fund Counselors, Not Cops: Why Black 
Mental Health Matters

Wednesday, Feb. 3 12-1:30 p.m.: Barriers to Health 
Equity in Iowa City: Centering Diverse Community Voices

What is Amplify?Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Internal Committee

Amplify is the Daily Iowan’s community 
section, focusing on topics and features 
surrounding culture within the Iowa City 
community. It looks to heighten voices 

within our audience, and provide an op-
portunity for our readers to engage with 
the DI. 
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AmplifyAmplify
BLM BLM and Iowa City  and Iowa City  

Members of the 
UI and Iowa City 

communities 
discuss the history, 
their involvement, 
and future of the 

Black Lives Matter 
movement. 

Timeline Timeline 
• Feb. 26, 2012: Trayvon  
Martin is killed
• July 13, 2013: The Black 
Lives Matter movement is born
• November 2016: Students 
Against Hated Discrimination 
organization is created at Iowa 
City West High School
• May 25, 2020: George 
Floyd is killed
• May 30, 2020: Iowa City 
has its first 2020 BLM rally.
• May 31-June 1 2020:
Protests occur in Coralville
• June 1, 2020: Iowa City  
begins two weeks of protests 
• June 3: Lawenforcement 
teargas protesters 
• June 5, 2020: Iowa
Freedom Riders list demands 
and students demand UI cut 
ties with the Iowa City Police 
• June 12-14, 2020:
Protesters march to City 
councilors’ homes
• June 17, 2020:
City councilors pass 17-point 
resolution, including pledge 
to restructure the Iowa City 
Police
• June 19, 2020:
Iowa City hosts Juneteenth 
barbecue and celebration. 
• August 28-31, 2020: Iowa 
Freedom Riders lead a
four-night protest streak
• September 6, 2020: Iowa 
City creates Truth and
Reconciliation Commission

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City resident, Tessa Meyer (right), poses for a portrait alongside a friend on Saturday, July 4, 2020 on Linn Street in Iowa City. “I make something 
that is positive to show that we’re out here with love, not hate in our hearts.”

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Assistant Director of MISSE Tab Wiggins speaks during the 50th anniversary 
celebration at the Afro American Cultural House on Oct. 19, 2018. 

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Protesters gather with umbrellas in front of them as a barrier during a 
Black Lives Matter protest organized by the Iowa Freedom Riders on Aug. 
29, 2020

It’s not a moment —it’s a movement. We can 
be a country that can reconcile our past and work 
towards a more just future.”

— Tabitha Wiggins, UI Multicultural and International Student 
Support and Engagement Associate Director

“What is really powerful is the sense of 
community we have. And when this community does 
come together and band together around the idea of 
‘We are all equally safe and fight for equitable justice,’ 
we can do so much more than any leader and any city 
council can do.”

              —  Raneem Hamad, Iowa City Truth and Reconciliation 
Commissioner and Iowa Freedom Rider leader

Thursday, Feb. 4 @5:00 p.m.: 2021 Week of 
Action Career Day

Friday, Feb. 5 @5:00 p.m.:  2021 Week of Action Book Discussion

Saturday, Feb. 6 @1-3:00 p.m.:  Black History 
Saturday School

Tuesday, Feb. 9 @3-
4:00 p.m.:  Latinx/a/o 
Student Support

 Tuesday, Feb. 3 @3:30-
4:30 p.m.: Latinx Council 
Monthly Meeting



BEN PLAYA 
 

YES

It seems as if Michi-
gan’s Naz Hillmon is get-
ting the most attention 
for Big Ten Player of the 
Year, and that is some-
what understandable. 

She leads the confer-
ence in scoring and re-
bounding and has taken 
Michigan to new heights 
this season, as the Wol-
verines near the top of 
the conference. 

However, Clark’s 
numbers are also mind 
blowing, and she’s ele-
vated Iowa to a NCAA 
Tournament caliber 
team. She has also re-
placed the defending Big 
Ten Player of the Year 
Kathleen Doyle, some-
thing no one would have 
thought would be possi-
ble a year ago. 

Despite being only a 
freshman, Clark is the 
only player in the coun-
try to average over 20 
points a game, six assists 
and six rebounds per game as of 
Monday. It’s a true testament to 
her game that she is able to excel 
in all three categories and have 
such a profound impact on her 
team already. 

Clark is ahead of Hillmon in 
the assists category, where she 
is the current leader of the con-

ference. She is in the top 20 of 
virtually every statistical catego-
ry and already plays exceptional 
on both sides of the ball. 

Clark has won an incredible 
eight out of 11 Big Ten Fresh-
man Player of the Week awards 
and three Big Ten Player of the 
Week awards already this sea-

son. That ties her with Hillm-
on at three Player of the Week 
honors. 

If Clark continues with a 
strong finish to the season, 
there is no reason she should 
not win Big Ten Player of the 
Year for the conference. If she 
does miss out, she’ll likely be 

back in the running for years to 
come.

CHLOE PETERSON

NO

There is no doubt that Caitlin 
Clark is going to be the Big Ten 

Freshman of the Year. 
She’s been the Big Ten Fresh-

man of the Week eight times 
season, and the only reason 
she didn’t win one week was 
because Iowa didn’t play this 
season. 

Above that, she’s won Big 
Ten Player of the Week three 

times. Clark averages 
25.6 points and 6.4 re-
bounds per game, and is 
the most explosive player 
on Iowa’s offense, with 
five double-doubles and 
one triple-double on the 
season.

But, as all freshmen 
do, Clark has some faults 
in her game. She’s still 
getting used to the pace 
of Division I college bas-
ketball, and it shows in 
her turnovers. Clark has 
67 turnovers through 14 
games so far this season, 
averaging almost five 
turnovers per game.

While Clark is a front-
runner to be Player of the 
Year, she is competing 
against Michigan’s Naz 
Hillmon, 2019 Big Ten 
Freshman of the Year 
and 2020-21 Pre-season 
Co-Big Ten Player of the 
Year.  

Hillmon has been elec-
tric the entire 2020-21 
season, winning the Big 
Ten Player of the Week 
award three times, the 
same as Clark. She has 
posted eight double-dou-
bles in 10 games and 
was the first player this 
season to post 50 points 
in one game. And for 

Hillmon, the accomplishments 
will only continue to grow.

Clark definitely will be Big 
Ten Player of the Year – and pos-
sibly National Player of the Year 
– at some point in her college 
career. But this year she’ll have 
to settle for the Freshman of the 
Year honor this season. 
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 1 Discovery
 5 First courses, for short
 9 SAG-___ (media labor union)
14 It might cost extra at a beach resort
16 Apple tool
17 Ocher-like hue
18 Put up
19 “Who do you think you ___?”
20 Clairvoyant’s accessory
22 Chubby mouse in Disney’s “Cinderella”
23 That: Sp.
24 ___ Dobbs, title detective in Jacqueline
   Winspear books
25 Direction in which el sol rises
27 Taboo
30 Demands for payment
31 When doubled, enthusiastic

34 Ticked off
36 Lo-___ image
37 Key lime pie crust ingredient
41 Do with a pick, maybe
42 Zone
43 Habitat for some moss and mushrooms
44 Biblical sister of Rachel
46 Good name for someone with a sharp
  tongue?
48 Twitter logo
52 Deep blue
54 Borrower’s fig.
57 Adjective in a U.S. Marines ad
58 Cut above the rest?
61 Suffix with lact-
62 “A Promised Land” memoirist
63 Tip

65 Stomach woe
66 Nightstick … or what might form if the
  beginnings of 14-, 20-, 37- and 58-Across 
 started paying dues?
67 A lot of TikTok’s audience
68 Root/blossom connector
69 Watches

 1 Search for food
 2 Mythological figure who’s a symbol of hubris
 3 Like the topmost emails in an inbox
 4 Govt. prosecutors
 5 Declares
 6 Southwestern evergreen
 7 Corrals
 8 Give a “Whap!”
 9 ___ corridor, Northeast transportation route
10 Ban
11 “X” marks its spot
12 La-Z-Boy product
13 Clumsy
15 “Well played!”
21 Lacking scruples, say
26 Modern ___
28 Envelope information in “May I have the
  envelope, please?”
29 Country that’s partially in the Arctic: Abbr.
32 “Eureka!”
33 Keep, as doubts
35 Green prefix
37 1968 Winter Olympics site
38 Formula One event
39 ___ culpa
40 Illya Kuryakin’s org. in the film “The Man
  From U.N.C.L.E.”
41 Lose it
45 Contract killers
47 Shiny trinket
49 “I wish …”
50 Search’s partner
51 Uncool sorts
53 Reverse and others
55 “The Lord is my shepherd …,” for one
56 Count (on)
59 Nexuses
60 “Will do”
64 Alternative to Lowe’s

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 2A
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Is Clark Big Ten Player of the Year?
Two DI staffers debate if Clark has what it takes to bring home the award.

BY BEN PLAYA AND 
CHLOE PETERSON
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark drives to the rim during a women’s basketball game between Iowa and Minnesota at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Jan. 6. The Hawkeyes defeated 
the Golden Gophers, 92-79. 

PCP

University of Iowa begins community vaccination program
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics is starting to take names of people over the age of 65 to be vaccinated.

BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

Starting today, University 
of Iowa Hospitals and Clin-
ics will roll out COVID-19 
vaccinations for selected 
people in the next priority 
group — Phase 1B which in-
cludes Iowans 65 and older.

Eligibility for this group 
in Iowa began on Monday, 
but health officials have 

cautioned that Iowa still 
faces a vaccine shortage, 
meaning this phase could 
take months to complete.

Members of the public 
can sign up for the vaccine 
on uihc.org/covid-vaccine 
or through MyChart, the 
medical patient database, to 
indicate interest for a vac-
cine. People do not have to 
be a patient at UIHC to ex-
press interest in getting the 
vaccine. 

Once the form is com-
pleted, UIHC officials are 
asking people not to call in. 
UIHC will reach out to those 
who are eligible to schedule 
an appointment.

According to the UI’s 
website, officials will be 
picking people to be sched-
uled to receive the vaccine 
based on a random selection 
process — not a first-come, 
first-serve system.

Mercy Iowa City is also 

contacting people eligible 
for a vaccine to schedule ap-
pointments.

Phase 1B, which includes 
anyone over the age of 65, 
is also broken down into 
five tiers for occupation and 
living settings. The first ti-
er includes first responders 
and K-12 school staff, child 
care providers, and early 
education workers. Tier two 
includes food and agricul-
ture distribution workers, 

individuals with disabili-
ties living in home settings, 
and workplace settings that 
don’t allow for social dis-
tancing. Government offi-
cials, such as lawmakers, 
and people living in congre-
gate settings make up tier 
three. Tier four includes in-
spectors for hospital, long-
term care and child safety 
and the fifth includes cor-
rectional facility staff and 
individuals who are incar-

cerated.
UIHC was one of the first 

hospitals to administer the 
vaccine in the country, and 
has vaccinated 9,187 em-
ployees with the first dose, 
according to a COVID-19 
updates page. 

On the whole, Iowa has 
been slow at vaccine rollout, 
ranking near the bottom in 
a state-by-state comparison 
for percentage of the popu-
lation being vaccinated. 
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have changed her view of the 
university. 

“The reason that I picked 
Iowa was that I felt that they 
were a school that valued 
their athletes as people and 
not just as point scorers, 
and I was clearly wrong,” 
Ohlensehlen said. “I love my 
school for my professors and 
teammates, but it’s difficult 
to overlook the pain I’m 
feeling from the administra-
tion.”

Despite the preliminary 
injunction that temporari-
ly halts the university from 
proceeding with its original 
plans, the team is still facing 
obstacles from the UI’s at-
tempt to terminate the pro-
gram. Ohlensehlen said the 
uncertainty of the program’s 
future has caused many 
coaches and athletes to leave 
the team. 

“I’m a sprint breaststro-
ker, and going into the year, 
I had three coaches who spe-
cialized in breaststroke and 
now I have none,” Ohlense-
hlen said. “I’ve lost a lot of 
the coaches I’ve worked 
closely with over the years.” 

A total of seven swimmers 
and four coaches have al-
ready left the program, with 
many others planning to de-
part after this season. 

The shorthanded team 
kicked off the season strong 
with a 170-128 victory over 
Nebraska on Jan. 16 and 

went 0-2 in a tri-meet on 
Jan. 22-23, falling to Penn 
State and Northwestern. 

Iowa will close out the reg-
ular season next weekend in 
Minneapolis for a tri-meet 
versus Minnesota and Ne-
braska. 

The Big Ten Champion-
ships are Feb. 24-27, with 
the swimming champion-
ships in Minneapolis and 
the diving championships in 
West Lafayette, Indiana. The 
NCAA Championships are 
March 17-20 in Greensboro, 
North Carolina.

SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM 8A

row for the Hawkeyes. In 
the Hawkeyes’ loss against 
Northwestern on Jan. 28, the 
6-foot-3-inch center went 
17-of-19 from the field for a 
career-high 34 points and 11 
rebounds. It was her second 
double-double of the season. 
That night, Czinano made 15 
consecutive shots, which is 
believed to be a Big Ten wom-
en’s basketball single-game 
record.

Czinano credited her 
commanding performance 
against Northwestern partly 
to her 6-foot-3-inch frame, 
a towering height that the 
Wildcats could not compete 
against. But Czinano had a 
challenge in Minnesota. The 
Golden Gophers boast four 
players who stand at 6-foot-3-
inches on their roster.

The height didn’t faze Czin-
ano, as the Watertown, Min-
nesota, native continued her 
dominance against Minneso-
ta with the help of her team-
mates on Jan. 31, going 11-of-

14 from the field for 23 points. 
Czinano commends her part-
ner-in-crime, freshman point 
guard Caitlin Clark, for her 
powerful performance in the 
paint.

“My teammates definitely 
set me up, I got some really 
good passes [against Minne-
sota],” Czinano said. “Caitlin 
had some great passes in tran-
sition that were just perfect. I 
had wide open layups every 
time.”

And Czinano’s recent suc-
cess comes as no surprise to 
her teammates, who see her 
commanding performances 
in practice every day.

“She’s doing an amazing 
job, and it happens in prac-
tice every single day,” sopho-
more forward McKenna War-
nock said. “Not many people 
see that, but she’s having 30 
points every practice in our 
little scrimmages that we do. 
It’s not like she doesn’t work 
hard, she’s one of the hardest 
working people that I’ve had 
the experience playing with.”

Czinano will look to con-
tinue her success on the court 
against No. 11 Ohio State in 
Columbus Thursday night.

CZINANO
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Hawkeyes, Black also leads 
the team in attacking errors 
and carries a .070 hitting 
percentage. 

Black said she is just go-
ing to keep swinging, be 
smart with her shots, and 
hopefully get more kills. 

“Audrey has a real-
ly unique kind of swing,” 
Brown said. “It’s a heavy 
swing but it’s at a high con-
tact point, so she is a unique 
attacker.”

The freshman outside hit-
ter is one of the new faces 
of the strategy that Brown 
has used dating back to last 

season which is getting the 
freshmen involved early and 
often. 

The Hawkeyes started 
three freshmen on Saturday 
with Bailey Ortega and Le-
anne Lowry playing along-
side Black.

While the team was not 
able to come away with 
a win, all three players 
seemed unphased by their 
lack of experience. 

“Now that we have had 
that opportunity, we know 
that opportunity will con-
tinue to be available for 
us,” Ortega said. “So, if we 
keep working and we keep 
pushing and keep grinding 
throughout all of the things 
we have to do as a volleyball 
player, I think that we will 

continue to show the coach-
es that we deserve to be on 
the floor.”

Lowry’s first start for the 
Hawkeyes was years in the 
making, as she committed 
to the University of Iowa 
back in 2016.

The Castle Rock, Colorado, 
native wasted no time becom-
ing a team leader as she tal-
lied a career-high and a team-
high 13 digs on Saturday.

“[The freshmen] have al-
ready made such a big im-
pact,” Lowry said. “I think 
we will continue doing that 
the rest of our years here 
and I think we will actually 
make quite a change in this 
program.”process with little 
knowledge about the pro-
gram.

VOLLEYBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's Alyssa Graves competes in the women's 1000m freestyle during a swim meet at the Campus Recreation and 
Wellness Center on Jan. 16.

Casey Stone/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Forward/Center Monika Czinano goes for the shot at the Iowa Women’s Basketball game against Northwestern on Jan. 28 at Carver-Hawkeye Arena. 
Northwestern defeated Iowa 87-80.

Casey Stone/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Middle Blocker Hannah Clayton hits the ball over the net during the Iowa Volleyball season opener game against 
Illinois on Jan. 22 at The Carver-Hawkeye Arena. The Iowa Hawkeyes were defeated by the Illinois Fighting Illini 3-1.

I'm a sprint breaststroker, and going into 
the year, I had three coaches who specialized in 
breastroke and now I have none. I've lost a lot 
of the coaches I've worked closely with over the 
years.

— Sage Ohlensehlen, curring UI swimmer
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BY WILL FINEMAN
william-fineman@uiowa.edu

Youth is the theme for the Iowa volleyball 
team this season, as the Hawkeyes carry a 
roster with no seniors, four juniors, six sopho-
mores, and six freshmen.

With Courtney Buzzerio playing an ex-
panded role as both a setter and an outside 
hitter for the Hawkeyes and Kyndra Han-
sen dealing with a nagging injury from last 
year, Iowa head coach Vicki Brown turned to 
freshman Audrey Black as a focal point of the 
team’s offense.

Black led the team in kills in both matches 
against Purdue with nine on Friday and 10 on 
Saturday and attack attempts with 33 on Fri-
day and 31 on Saturday. Her start against Pur-
due on Saturday was the first as a Hawkeye.

“Just being a freshman, I kinda was like 
‘Whatever happens, happens,’ and I could just 
go for it because nobody really knows who I 
am yet,” Black said. “I wanted to present my-
self in a way that would help my team out.”

Purdue has a very strong frontcourt be-
tween senior outside hitter Caitlyn Newton 
and junior middle blocker Jael Johnson that 
was able to get a hand on a lot of Black’s attack 
attempts, but Black said the coaches told her 
to just keep swinging. 

“We told Audrey, ‘If you see it, go for it,’ just 
swing away, figure it out, and get used to see-
ing that block because as a freshman on the 
outside, you just have to go for it,” Brown said. 
“Did she get blocked sometimes? Yeah, but 
then we would go to her again, and she would 
find her way.”

In her first two games against Illinois, the 
six-foot-three-inch freshmen had 36 total at-
tack attempts, a number she almost matched 
on Friday alone. 

While she is currently second in kills for the 

BY CHLOE PETERSON
chloe-peterson@uiowa.edu

It has been a big week for Iowa women’s basket-
ball junior center Monika Czinano. 

After a career performance against Northwestern 
on Jan. 28, the newly minted Big Ten Player of the 
Week dominated the paint to propel Iowa to a con-
vincing win over Minnesota on Jan. 31, 94-68, earn-
ing the first Big Ten Player of the Week Award of her 
career.

“She had another great performance [against 
Minnesota] and I’m really happy for her, being a 
Minnesota kid,” head coach Lisa Bluder said after 
Iowa’s road win against Minnesota. “Coming back 
here and playing well in her home state, that’s really 
just a good feeling for her.”

In the win against Minnesota, Czinano was also 
able to claim bragging rights over her younger sister, 

Maggie Czinano, who is a 2021 Minnesota women’s 
basketball commit. Czinano grew up 40 minutes 
from the University of Minnesota campus, and the 
Iowa versus Minnesota women’s basketball games 
have become an annual rivalry in the Czinano fam-
ily.

“Oh, I know [Maggie’s] mad right now,” Czinano 
said postgame. “I know it.”

Currently, Czinano leads Division I women’s col-
lege basketball in field-goal percentage, shooting 
70.1 percent from the field this season. In the 2019-
20 season, Czinano finished second in the national 
rankings at 67.9 percent.

“She is leading the country in field goal percent-
age, so that’s amazing,” Bluder said. “And what’s so 
great is when your players recognize that, and just 
keep going back to it, that’s what I love.”

Czinano has been scorching hot two games in a 

Czinano successful on court
Iowa women’s basketball junior center Monika Czinano leads Division 

I women’s college basketball in field goal percentage at 70.1 percent. Black, Lowry, and Ortega 
all started  Saturday against 
Purdue each carried a team-
high in kills, assists, or digs.

Three volleyball 
freshmen to lead 

Big Ten honors in Iowa 
women’s gymnast Clair Kaji’s 
career, who won the Big Ten 
Specialist of the Week honor 
on Monday.

“You’re just going to 
have to squeeze them in I 
think.”

4
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–  head men’s 
basketball 
coach Fran 
McCaffery on 
the Big Ten 
making up 
postponed 
games.

BY EVAN BRUNER
evan-bruner@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
announced in August it 
would discontinue its wom-
en’s swimming and diving 
program after the 2020-21 
academic year because of 
anticipated financial losses 
from the pandemic. 

Women’s swimming 
and diving was one of four 
programs the university 
opted to cut, along with 
men’s swimming and div-

ing, men’s gymnastics, and 
men’s tennis. But the fight 
to save the women’s pro-
gram continues as the team 
prepares for the Big Ten 
Championships later this 
month.

The program scored a key 
legal victory in December 
when U.S. District Court 
Judge Stephanie Rose is-
sued a preliminary injunc-
tion blocking the school 
from cutting the program. 
The court case was brought 
by current members of 

the team, including Sage 
Ohlensehlen, Alexa Pucci-
ni, Christina Kaufman, and 
Kelsey Drake.

The complaint filed al-
leged the university’s deci-
sion to eliminate the wom-
en’s swimming and diving 
program caused irreparable 
harm to the plaintiffs’ aca-
demic and athletic careers. 
It also alleged that the de-
cision to cut the program 
would make the UI non-
compliant with Title IX, the 
1972 law that bars sex-based 

discrimination in federally 
funded education programs. 

“I think it was a huge vic-
tory, not just for Iowa swim-
mers, but for female athletes 
everywhere,” Ohlensehlen 
said.

Ohlensehlen had no 
plans on taking legal ac-
tion against the school un-
til she was contacted by 
civil-rights attorney Nancy 
Hogshead-Makar, who told 
her about the potential vio-
lation. Hogshead-Makar is 
also the CEO of Champion 

Women, a nonprofit pro-
viding legal advocacy for fe-
males in sports.

“I just can’t believe a 
school in this day and age 
would knowingly offer few-
er opportunities to women,” 
Ohlensehlen said. “When I 
found that out, it was abso-
lutely heartbreaking to me, 
and I knew I had to do some-
thing about it.”

Ohlensehlen, who grew 
up in Iowa, said the events 
over the past several months 

Women’s swim continues
The team keeps swimming in shortened season while athletes fight to keep the program.

Megan Nagorzansk/The Daily Iowan
Swimmers compete during the second session of the the 2020 Big Ten Women's Swimming and Diving Championship at the the HTRC on Feb. 21, 2020. 

Casey Stone/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Forward/Center Monika Czinano watches after going in for a layup during the Iowa Women’s Basketball game against 
Northwestern on Jan. 28 at Carver-Hawkeye Arena. Northwestern defeated Iowa 87-80.

SEE SWIMMING, 7A

Garza on Wooden Award 
Top 20 Watch List 
   The Los Angeles Athletic Club 
announced that Iowa men’s bas-
ketball center Luka Garza has 
been named to the John R. Wood-
en Award’s Late Season Top 20 
Watch List.
   The watch list is chosen by a poll 
of national college basketball ex-
perts who select players based 
on their performance so far in 

the 2020-
21 season. 
The Wooden 
Award is 
one of the 
sport’s most 
prestigious 
honors. 
   As of 

Monday, Garza led the nation in 
points per game (26.4), player ef-
ficiency rating (42.65), 30-point 
games (6), and field goals made 
(159). The Washington, D.C., na-
tive’s seven double-doubles rank 
11th nationally, and his 80 free 
throws made rank 14th nationally. 
   Garza is one of two players 
in the country to shoot at least 
60 percent from the field and 
at least 45 percent from 3-point 
range. The other player is No-
tre Dame’s Nate Laszewski, and 
Garza has made more than dou-
ble the field goals made and at-
tempted as Laszewski. 
   The Iowa center became the 
program’s all-time leading scorer 
in Big Ten games on Jan. 10. 
   Garza was named a Wooden 
Award All-American last season, 
and he was recognized as the 
National Player of the Year by six 
national media outlets. 
   The Wooden Award All American 
Team will be announced during 
the NCAA Tournament’s “Elite 
Eight” round. The winner of the 
Wooden Award will be named af-
ter the NCAA Tournament. 

Iowa men’s gymnast 
named Big Ten Gymnast 
of the Week 

Bennet Huang, a senior Iowa 
men’s gymnast, was named the 
Big Ten Gymnast of the Week on 
Monday. This was his fourth Big 
Ten honor in his career.

Huang earned the award after 
winning the all-around in Iowa’s 
season-opening meet at Min-
nesota on Saturday, which the 
Hawkeyes won. The Palo Alto, 
California, native finished with a 
score of 80.450. 

The senior finished with a 
14.100 on the floor, giving him the 
share of the title in that event. 
In the horizontal bars, Huang 
finished second with a 13.300. 
Huang finished fourth on the 
parallel bars with a 13.350. In 
the pommel horse, he finished 
with a 12.550 and in the vault, he 
finished with a 13.350. He placed 
fifth in both those events. 

As of Monday, Huang is fifth 
nationally in all-around and is 
tied ninth nationally on floor with 
his teammate, Stewart Brown. 

SEE VOLLEYBALL, 7A
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It’s Oct. 23 and The 
Queen’s Gambit has just 
debuted on Netflix. A 
trailer glides across the 
head banner, rife with 1950s 
and 60s glamor while the story 
of Beth Harmon, an orphaned 
chess prodigy, is summarized 
across the screen. Viewers 
click on episode one and are 
immediately hooked. 

The seven-episode minise-
ries has marked its place in 
streaming history as one of 
the most-watched Netflix pro-
grams of 2020, with well over 
60 million account holders 
obsessing over its masterful 
storytelling, delightful visu-
als, and thrilling chess scenes. 
University of Iowa alums have 
special reason to be proud: the 
piece stems from a work of 
fiction of the same name by 
UI Writers’ Workshop alum 
Walter Tevis.

Tevis received a M.F.A. 
from the Workshop in 1960. 
The author wrote several 
novels that had been adapt-
ed for the screen ahead of 
The Queen’s Gambit, many of 
which enjoyed great success. 
Tevis’ book The Man Who Fell 
to Earth starred David Bowie 

in the film adaptation, and 
the author was able to use the 
$25,000 he made from sell-
ing the movie rights from his 
book, The Hustler, to finance 
his master’s degree at the Io-
wa Writers’ Workshop. He 
published The Queen’s Gambit 
a year before his early death, 
caused by lung cancer, in 1984. 
The writer was 56.

Tevis is far from the only 
Writers’ Workshop graduate 
to see his written works come 
to life on screen. The DI spoke 
to several other authors who 
are familiar with — or just 
getting their first taste — of 
the cinematic universe.

Iowa Writers’ Workshop 
professor and graduate of 
the workshop Ethan Canin re-
members buying his daughter 
a chess set for Hanukkah after 
watching The Queen’s Gambit, 
a considerable feat given the 
spike in chess set purchases 
just ahead of the holidays.

The author has seen several 
of his written works adapted 
into films, just like Tevis, most 
recently The Year of Getting to 
Know Us in 2008, which was 
based off of one of Canin’s 

short stories and 
starred Jimmy Fallon 
and Lucy Liu. Oth-

er films based on 

Canin’s work 
include The Emperor’s Club in 
2002 and Blue River in 1995.

Canin described the adap-
tation process as everything 
from an adrenaline-laced 
thrill to a downright bore, 
filled with long waits and 

breaks between shots. While 
the writer has had the oppor-
tunity to write his own screen-
play before — for Beautiful 
Ohio in 2006 — he said he once 
found out another one of his 
books had been adapted for 
the screen only after filming 
had wrapped up.

Regardless, the author said 

he would happily write an-
other screenplay after hav-
ing such good experiences 
working alongside others to 
bring his written work to life, 
although Canin doesn’t write 
his novels with the intention 
of adapting them for film.

“ I ’ v e 
n e v e r written with 
that in mind,” he said. “If they 
get made into movies, I’m 
happy, but I’ve never changed 
a plot, or designed a plot for 
movies — it’s just too hard. It’s 
not my kind of thing.”

Writers’ Workshop Pro-
gram Director Lan Samantha 
Chang read Tevis’ novel when 
it was first published, and 
while she has only seen photos 
of the show, Chang said she 
remembers the book being 
much gritter than the adapta-
tion of The Queen’s Gambit.

“She’s not perfectly made 
up all the time with mascara 
and that hairdo and fancy 
clothes,” Chang said. 

Both in the novel and mini-
series, Beth gets her period 
during her first chess com-
petition and has to construct 
a makeshift pad out of toilet 
paper. Writing about a char-
acter getting their period 
never used to be done, Chang 

said, because writing 
instructors in various work-
shops were primarily male 
and were often against such 
occurrences having a place in 
the story.

“The cool thing about Tevis 
was that when that book was 
being published, he knew that 
that would be something he 
should put into the story,” she 
said. “I thought he was cool — 
I never met him, but that book 
was really important to me.”

Writers’ Workshop and Io-
wa Arts Fellow Xochitl Gon-
zalez is in the midst of writing 
the television screenplay for 
her novel, Olga Dies Dreaming. 
The novel, set to publish in 
January 2022, follows a broth-
er and sister living in New 
York City who deal with their 
mother abandoning them as 
children. Later, they grapple 
with their high-powered ca-
reers in the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Maria.

Gonzalez said she’s an 

UI Writers’ Workshop alumni share adaptation experiences.

SEE ADAPTATIONS,  3B

She’s not perfectly made up all the time 
with mascara and that hairdo and fancy 

clothes.

— Writers’ Workshop Program Director Lan 
Samantha Chang

Design by 
Kate Doolittle
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BY MEGAN CONROY
megan-conroy@uiowa.edu

Trigger warnings: this 
article mentions the film’s 
distressing content such as 
the loss of a child, an explicit 
birth scene, use of substances 
to cope with grief, and do-
mestic abuse.

Grief is a personal and 
unique experience. The 
emotion has been an ac-
quaintance of mine for 
some years now. Although 
the tragic situation in the 
film, Pieces of a Woman is 
foreign to me, I couldn’t 
help but feel as though I 
was finally seeing grief 
depicted in a way that 
made sense cinematically 
and realistically. 

Pieces of a Woman de-
buted on Jan. 7 to Net-
flix. Starring The Crown ’s 
Vanessa Kirby as Mar-
tha and Shia LaBeouf as 

Sean, the film tells the 
heart-wrenching story of 
a couple who loses a ba-
by abruptly after a home 
birth goes wrong. Written 
by Kata Wéber, the direc-
tor’s wife, the screenplay 
covers a similar situation 
that happened in her life. 

Pieces of a Woman details 
the after-effects of tre-
mendous loss. Time pass-
es through the use of one 
specific shot: the building 
process of the bridge in 
Boston that Sean had been 
working tirelessly on with 
his construction crew. 

The film opens with 
a nearly half-hour long, 
seemingly one-shot take 
of the birth of Martha 
and Sean’s daughter. 
From the first moments, 
the intimacy of the scene 
hangs quite heavily on the 
viewer. This feeling gains 
weight as the day that 

should’ve been the best of 
the couple’s life turns into 
the worst. 

Pieces of a Woman dis-
plays grief in many forms, 
all of them agonizing to 
watch. The camera cap-
tures beautiful scenes 
of Martha walking down 
Boston streets with the 
wind blowing through her 
blonde hair, but the view-
er can feel her wordless 
pain through the screen. 

Sean, Martha, and her 
family all handle the loss 
differently. Martha turns 
inward, whereas Sean 
becomes aggressive and 
seeks intimacy elsewhere 
when his partner won’t 
give it to him. 

Martha’s mother be-
lieves she and her family 
need justice for their loss 
and is passionate about 
the civil suit taken against 
the midwife (played by 

Molly Parker). The strain 
from the argument, on 
top of Martha’s excruciat-
ing grief, threatens their 
mother-daughter rela-
tionship to its core. 

Few scenes in other 
films haven’t struck me 
breathless quite like Piec-
es of a Woman has. The 
scene when a stranger 
approaches Martha in a 
supermarket where they 
discuss her loss, as well as 
the scene where Martha 
finally explodes after her 
mother tells her she needs 
to be “facing” the situa-
tion, struck me to my core. 

The grief Martha and 
Sean feel throughout the 
movie are unimaginable. 
Sean’s aggressive grief 
made me want to hate 
him. For a part of the 
film, I did. He eventually 
disappears, leaving Mar-
tha alone in their home. 

Although, her introspec-
tive grief made it feel 
as though she was alone 
through most of the film. 

Pieces of a Woman was a 
beautifully painful movie 
about a situation that I, 
as a 22-year-old, sin-
gle woman couldn’t 
begin to under-
stand. However, 
Kirby’s depiction 
of a woman expe-
riencing agoniz-
ing grief struck a 
chord in me that I 
haven’t forgotten, 
and don’t think I 
ever will. 

There is no 
proper way to 
swim through 
the dark, bottom-
less ocean that is 
grief. There are no in-
structions, no set struc-
ture to survive it. Heavy, 
hard to process, and to 

watch, I’ve never seen 
a film that so perfectly, 
painfully, and gorgeously 
illustrated the way grief 
manifests. 
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BY PARKER JONES
parker-jones@uiowa.edu

Leave it to Marvel to release one of 
their most head-spinning spin-offs of 
all time: WandaVision. 

With new episodes dropping every 
week since Jan. 15 and continuing 
through Mar. 5, the Disney+ limited 
original series has left fans picking 
their brains and eager for more. 

Set three weeks after the events of 
Avengers: Endgame, the show focus-
es on the relationship between su-
per-powered characters Wanda Max-
imoff and Vision. Episodes take on an 
eerily idyllic sitcom format with brief 
glimpses into the “normal” world. As 
their story progresses, Wanda and 
Vision begin to suspect their ideal-
ized life is not exactly as perfect as it 
seems. 

Originally announced in April of 
2019, the series is part of a massive 
list of Marvel-related series to debut 
on Disney+, and the first release in 
“Phase Four” of the Marvel Cinemat-
ic Universe. Created by Jac Schaef-

fer and based off the original Scarlet 
Witch comics by Stan Lee and Jack 
Kirby, WandaVision will have nine ep-
isodes, all directed by Matt Shakman. 
Marvel Studios President Kevin Feige 
is also heavily involved in the series’ 
production. 

The series sees the return of Eliza-
beth Olsen as Wanda and Paul Betta-
ny as Vision. They’re paired with more 
familiar faces, like FBI agent Jimmy 
Woo played by Randall Park, who was 
last seen in Ant-Man and the Wasp, and 
young scientist Darcy Lewis played by 
Kat Dennings, who played the char-
acter in both Thor and Thor: The Dark 
World. There is also a large support-
ing cast of “neighbors,” including ste-
reotypically nosy neighbor Kathryn 
Hahn as Agnes and Teyonah Parris as 
the mysterious Geraldine.

The series so far has been a roaring 
success, with fans voicing their ea-
gerness for the upcoming episodes. 
WandaVision has started the newest 
decade of Marvel films and series 
with a bang, and will surely continue 
to be a fan favorite. 

SONG ARTIST ALBUM

A Sunday Kind Of Love Etta James At Last!
Dream A Little Dream 

of Me
Ella Fitzgerald, Louis 

Armstrong
Love, Ella

La vie en rose Louis Armstrong The Best of The Decca 
Years Volume One: The 

Singer
Colors Black Pumas Black Pumas

Mr Leroy Nelly’s Echo Voices
Forever Labrinth Euphoria (Original 

Score)
Temporary RILEY EP: RILEY

She Laura Mvula Single
Fall for You Leela James Fall For You

Still Don’t Know My 
Name

Labrinth Euphoria (Original 
Score)

I Hope Rebecca Ferguson Freedom (Deluxe)
Make It Rain - The 
Voice Performance

Kory Hawthorne The Complete Season 8 
Collection (The Voice 

Performance)
Loved by You KIRBY Single

BROWN SKIN GIRL Blue Ivy, SAINt JHN, 
Beyonce, WizKid

The Lion King: The Gift

I Will Always Love You Whitney Houston Whitney Houston
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THIS WEEK IN STREAMING

•  FIONA SZE-LORRAIN IN CONVERSATION WITH CHRISTOPHER 
MERRILL, 4 P.M., ONLINE EVENT, PRESENTED BY PRAIRIE LIGHTS

WandaVision

February is Black History Month, and DI 
Arts is celebrating by bringing you some of 
our favorite hits by both legendary and new 
Black musicians and artists!

SATURDAY 02.06 SUNDAY 02.07 

• THE SERPENT UNDER’T,  ONLINE EVENT, PRESENTED BY THE UI THEATRE 
DEPARTMENT

THEATER

•  ONE BOOK TWO BOOK KIDS LITERATURE FESTIVAL, ONLINE EVENT, 
PRESENTED BY IOWA CITY UNESCO CITY OF LITERATURE

LITERATURE
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PRESENTED BY IOWA CITY UNESCO CITY OF LITERATURE
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PRESENTED BY IOWA CITY UNESCO CITY OF LITERATURE
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anomaly because her book 
has yet to be adapted and is 
*currently mid-script. If all 
goes well, she said, filming 
will start this summer. Olga 
Dies Dreaming was picked up 
by film scouts at a literary 
auction. The author add-
ed that she is represented 

by Creative Artists Agency 
(CAA) and that she has al-
ways been signed from book 
and book to film.

“So, we always knew that 
we were going to go — part 
of our strategy was to sell the 
film rights as well,” she said.

The author said these cir-
cumstances are fairly com-
mon if the book displays 
commercial appeal. Her 
condition for selling the 

rights was that she would 
be in charge of writing the 
adaptation. As a Latinx, 
Puerto Rican woman from 
a working-class background 
in New York City, Gonzalez 
said she wanted to have her 
voice in screenwriting be-
cause there are so few Latinx 
screenwriters.

“I wanted to make sure 
that it had a very heavy — not 
just Latinx — but Nuyorican 
perspective, because that’s a 
big perspective of the book 
and it’s a very specific, cul-
tural thing,” Gonzalez said. 
“It’s like if somebody not 
Greek would have written 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding.”

UI Writers’ Workshop al-
um Brandon Taylor is also 
writing the feature film ad-
aptation to his novel, Real 
Life. Actor and musician Kid 
Cudi has expressed inter-
est in playing the lead role, 
Taylor said, and will produce 
the film alongside BRON 
Studios. Published February 
of last year, the semi-au-
tobiographical book tells 
the story of Wallace, a gay 
Black man from the South 
who works in a Midwestern 
lab as a Ph.D. student. He 
discovers that several of his 
experiments are ruined, and 
the plot ensues.

The road to a complet-
ed screenplay is a long one, 
and Taylor said he is unsure 
when it will be completed 
since the film deal was cut in 
November. Taylor said it be-
came clear with his produc-

ing team that he would be 
the one to write the screen 
adaptation because they 
wanted to sustain Taylor’s 
voice in the novel.

“They wanted to create 
an opportunity for me to try 
out, you know, learning a 
new skill in screenwriting,” 
Taylor said. “It’s a complete-
ly different art and thing to 
master. So, they’ve been re-
ally supportive and giving 
me lots of space and time to 
figure it out and try it my-
self.”

Author Claire Lombardo 
attended the Writers’ Work-
shop five years ago, where 

she fondly remembers be-
ing taught by professors 
Canin and Margot Livesey. 
At the Workshop, Lombar-
do wrote in an email to the 
DI, she was provided unin-
terrupted time to write and 
complete her novel The Most 
Fun We Ever Had. The book 
is currently in development 
to become a series on HBO, 
for which she is writing the 
screenplay. 

In a previous interview 
with the DI, Lombardo de-
scribed the screenwriting 
process as “new and excit-
ing,” with many additional 
hands on the project, includ-

ing many female producers, 
executives, and writers.

“The adaptation process 
has been an exciting one 
— and it was a completely 
unexpected turn for me; I’d 
never envisioned the book 
being turned into something 
cinematic, nor did I ever 
dream it would find such 
formidable advocates,” Lom-
bardo wrote. “It has thus far 
been a lively learning ex-
perience — writing for the 
screen is an entirely differ-
ent ballgame than writing 
a novel, and it’s been fun to 
broaden my horizons in that 
respect.”

Documenting the ‘final flight’
Ahead of their ‘final flight’ season, University of Iowa gymnast and videographer Stewart Brown taped a series called

‘Our Stories.’ The series gave Brown’s teammates and coaches the chance to vocalize their journeys to Iowa gymnastics.

BY MEGAN CONROY
megconroy@uiowa.edu

Junior gymnast Stew-
art Brown began making 
videos at the age of 12 but 
discovered his true pas-
sion for the art form while 
attending the University of 
Iowa. 

There, he saw a need for 
film coverage in the men’s 
gymnastics team, Brown 
said. He knew that the 
team put together a promo 
video each year, and decid-
ed he wanted to make it — 
so he did.

Wanting a brand for 
his film work, he reached 
out to his connections at 

HawkVision, the media 
production unit within 
the Iowa Athletics Depart-
ment. He left with not only 
a logo, but a life-changing 
opportunity. 

“I went into a meeting 
with Chris Ruth, my now 
mentor, about logos and 
walked out with a job,” 
Brown said. “It’s a crazy 

story — what it went from 
to what it is now. I changed 
my major and completely 
pivoted my life around it.”

The former civil-en-
gineering major is now 
studying Sport and Recre-
ation Management, with a 
concentration in commu-
nications, public relations, 
and journalism, and works 

for HawkVision, shooting 
videos at a variety of ath-
letic events such as basket-
ball, volleyball, and even 
football games. 

Near the start of the 
2020 fall semester, Iowa 
Athletics Director Gary 
Barta, in partnership with 
UI President Bruce Har-
reld, released a letter to the 
public de-
tailing that 
four sports 
would be 
cut after 
the 2020-21 
a c a d e m i c 
year be-
cause of the 
C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic’s 
economic impact on the 
University Athletics De-
partment. One such sport 
was men’s gymnastics.

After the team learned 
that its upcoming sea-
son would also be its last, 
Brown saw a need to tell 
the stories of his team-
mates and coaches. Orig-
inally, the filmmaker said 
he would capture footage 
during practice as a sort of 
“Final Flight” look into the 
season. 

The task became too 
strenuous with his busy 
schedule, however, which 
is how the “Our Stories” se-
ries was born, Brown said.

The series was shot over 
the course of just a few 
days in the HawkVision 
studio at Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena. The questions were 
set up beforehand, so each 
teammate came into the 
pre-setup studio for their 

interview. Brown sat down 
with his teammates and 
told them that this was 
their chance to lay every-
thing out, for their experi-
ences to be recognized.

The video for each gym-
nast begins with a name, 
and “This is my story.” The 
gymnasts then detail their 
journeys, from just start-

ing out in gymnastics, con-
tinuing the sport through 
high school, and how they 
eventually came to the UI. 

“Our sport isn’t one peo-
ple rave about, but every-
body loves an athlete even 
though they rarely know 
a lot about their personal 
life,” Brown said. “I think 
the project offers a real-
ly unique perspective into 
who we are. These stories 
need to be told because 
you’re losing a sport, but 
you’re also losing individ-
uals.”  

Brown noted that some 
questions were catered to-
ward specific teammates. 
During the coaches’ vid-
eos, head coach JD Reive 
and assistant coach Thom-
as Buese spoke about how 
they ended up at Iowa to 
coach a team that wasn’t 
very competitive until 
Reive revamped it in 2010.

“I’ve learned a lot of 
interesting things that I 
never would have known,” 
Brown said. “It’s been re-
ally cool to hear everyone’s 
story, and I’m thankful for 
this perspective.”

Every year, the men’s 
gymnastics team produc-
es a video for each of its 
upcoming seniors. The 

message this 
season was 
that now ev-
ery member 
of the team 
is a senior, 
in a way, and 
Brown said 
he wanted 
to film the 
series in the 

same way. 
With his videography 

experiences and the team’s 
last gymnastics season 
approaching, Brown said 
he knew he wanted to put 
together a passion project 
for his team. Brown took 
the role himself without 
pay to tell the stories he 
felt needed to be told. 

All 15 videos of each 
gymnast’s story, as well as 
both coaches, have been 
posted to @iowamgym on 
Instagram. 

“I hope that viewers of 
the videos can get to know 
our stories and see that 
we’re just like anyone else, 
human and with feelings,” 
Brown said. “I want them 
to realize that even though 
this happened, we’re not 
defeated. Even with all of 
this negative stuff, there’s 
always a story behind it and 
we move forward.”

Contributed by Bill Adams.
Photo of Brandon Taylor.

Contributed by the Susan Schulman Literary Agency.
Photo of Walter Tevis. 

Contributed.
Photo of Stewart Brown filming for HawkVision. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Photo by Megan Conroy/The Daily Iowan
Photo of Iowa gymnyst Stewart Brown competing during the Big Ten Championships in April 2019. 

I want them to realize that even though this 
happened, we’re not defeated. Even with all of this 
negative stuff, there’s always a story behind it and 
we move forward.

— Junior Gymnast Stewart Brown

I went into a meeting with Christ Ruth, my 
now mentor, about logos and walked out with a job.

— Junior Gymnast Stewart Brown
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