
University of Iowa Pres-
idential Search Com-
mittee to hold listening 
sessions
    The University of Iowa presi-
dential search committee will host 
10 community listening sessions 
available for students, faculty, 
and staff from Dec. 10 through 
Dec. 22. Taking place over Zoom, 
the sessions will be available for 
all UI faculty, staff, and students, 
but limited to 300 people in each 
meeting.

 

One for the cool cats and 
kittens

As a gift to nine Supreme Court 
seminar law students, University 
of Iowa Professor Todd Pettys or-
dered a personalized Cameo star-
ring the Tiger King's Carole Baskin.                                                    

Amplify: Humanize my 
Hoodie

What began as a hashtag to 
destigmatize hoodies has grown 
into a global movement, includ-
ing an appearance at New York 
Fashion Week and nationwide ally 
workshops.

80 Hours: Searching for 
Bigfoot in Iowa
     The Calhoun County Paranormal 
Investigators are an Iowan-based 
group that are focused on prov-
ing the existence of Bigfoot. The 
group, started by a pair of broth-
ers Jesse and Seth Alne, investi-
gates across the state of Iowa to 
find evidence of Bigfoot within 
the state. The group has recently 
debuted their findings in a docu-
mentary called “Squatch Iowa” on 
Oct. 22.

BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-watson@uiowa.edu

Theresa Brennan likes to compare a hospi-
tal’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic to 
being a new parent.

Cautiously laid plans are scrapped at a mo-
ment’s notice, and must be constantly reexam-
ined and rehashed, community vitals must be 
monitored, and staff members undergo long 
hours of emotionally and physically taxing 
work.

“You have a newborn, and it's exhausting, 
and you're worried about them. And so both 
physically and emotionally, you're exhaust-
ed,” Brennan, the Chief Medical Officer of the 
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, said. 
“But you made a choice, right? And you love 
that baby, right? You love doing what you do. 
So you do your best every single day. I think 
that's the way our staff are.”

Hospitals, like UIHC, have been operating 
in the highest gear since the pandemic be-
gan, and UIHC is a destination site for Iowa’s 
sickest patients. Brennan said the strain of 
COVID-19 on hospitals and health care work-
ers is a confluence of multiple factors.

UIHC has opened entire units dedicated to 
a virus that didn’t exist a year ago — a clinic for 
“long haul” COVID-19 patients, an improved 
influenza-like illness clinic, staffed testing 
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Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.
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BY LILLIAN POULSEN
lillian-poulsen@uiowa.edu

Kirstin Brainard called a patient’s 
loved ones to deliver the news that no 
one wants to hear. A medical inten-
sive-care unit nurse at University of Io-
wa Hospitals and Clinics for a decade, 
Brainard has developed nonverbal sig-
nals to ease conversations about the end 
of a patient’s life. But, before the hospital 
began allowing strictly limited visitors, 
she’s had to start that conversation over 
the phone.

“This in my opinion has been the most 
exhausting part of COVID-19,” Brainard 
said. “It’s so very difficult to tell a wife 

that her husband will likely die during 
this hospitalization or telling someone 
that their loved one did in fact pass 
away.”

Brainard is one of hundreds of nurses 
at Iowa’s largest research hospital net-
work that strap on gowns, masks, and 
gloves to face a virus which leaves some 
unscathed and others fighting for their 
lives. 

UIHC is a destination for the sickest 
patients in Iowa and some surrounding 
states, and recently added 10 ICU beds to 
accommodate a November spike in hos-
pitalizations. The stresses of a constant 
high workload and emotional toll caring 
for patients seeps into health care work-

ers’ lives outside the hospital.
Since the start of the pandemic 

in March, frontline workers around 
the country, including at UIHC, have 
worked tirelessly to stop the spread of 
the infectious disease. As positive cases, 
hospitalizations, and deaths continue 
to rise, UIHC officials are preparing for 
the worst months of the pandemic, and 
health care workers are desperately ask-
ing people within their community to 
make changes to stop the spread.

Brainard tested positive — one of 
1,200 UIHC workers to do so since 
March — for the coronavirus after her 
boyfriend, an ER nurse, contracted it 
at work, leaving her waylaid with a bad 

cold for a week and unable to come into 
work. 

But, after seeing semi-compliance 
with mask-wearing at the grocery store, 
she said she feels more at risk there than 
at the PPE-laden hospital.

“People are kind of slipping a little bit, 
because they’re getting sick of it. I under-
stand — so am I. It’s a little bit different 
because I also need to go to work to care 
for patients that are getting sick,” Olson 
said. “If I get sick, that’s one more nurse 
that can’t come into work or one more 
person that can’t care for a patient.”

Health care workers, like the rest of 

 From the COVID-19 unit

COVID-19 pauses strategic plan

As frontline health care workers fight the spread of the coronavirus, they are experiencing stress and 
fatigue like they’ve never felt before. They're asking to alleviate the stress of this virus.

SEE HOSPITALS, 3

SEE COVID-19,  2

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner Liz Highland twists the lid on a sippy cup at her home on Nov. 23. Highland works two twelve-hour shifts at the Influenza-Like-Illness Clinic per week 
and helps with telemedicine and administrative tasks, adding up to 45 hours in a regular work week. 
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BY KENNEDY COOK
kennedy-cook@uiowa.edu 

This piece was originally published 
in the fall 2020 edition of NURU, 
a publication by the Unity Chapter 
of the National Association of Black 
Journalists at the University of Iowa. 
This work is available to The Daily Io-
wan through a content sharing part-
nership between NABJ and the DI. 
To learn more about NABJ's NURU, 
email co-editors Nichole Shaw (nich-
ole-shaw@uiowa.edu) and Grant 
Glover (grant-glover@uiowa.edu).

When dynamic duo An-
dre Wright and Jason Sole 
first met up on the basket-
ball courts in Waterloo, Io-

wa, back in 1994, they had 
no idea that their teamwork 
would ignite radical change 
both on and off the court. 
The two went their separate 
ways over the years; Wright 
pursued his fashion aspira-
tions through designing and 
launching his own brands, 
while formerly incarcerated 
Sole used his voice and ex-
perience to transform the 
world of academia. A few 
years down the line, the two 
rekindled their friendship, 
after Sole created a Face-
book post, birthing the #Hu-
manizemyhoodie hashtag. 

The hashtag was created 
to pay homage to teenager-

Trayvon Martin, who was 
fatally killed in his hood-
ie.  As a tribute to Martin, 
Sole, now a college profes-
sor at Hamline  University, 
pledged to wear a hoodie to 
class every day for a semes-
ter. By doing so, Sole hoped 
for faculty, staff, and stu-
dents to see the garment in 
direct contrast to what ma-
ny others viewed as a threat. 
Through Wright’s passion 
for design and fashion and 
Sole’s aspirations for racial 
activism, the two birthed 
what we know today to be 
the Humanize My Hoodie 
campaign. 

What started as a hashtag, 

transformed into a design 
and is now considered a 
global movement, and Hu-
manize My Hoodie (HMH) 
has continued to spark 
change since its conception 
on Sept. 9. The timeline from 
Sole’s Facebook post to the 
first production of hoodies 
was less than two weeks, cre-
ators explained. The hoodies 
were a hit as family, friends, 
and supporters buoyed the 
brand. Both Wright and Sole 
stayed true to their roots and 
central purpose—even when 
their project gained national 
traction.

After a year of hoodie 
sales, both Wright and Sole 
decided it was time to take 
it up-a-notch by creating 
national ally workshops.  
These workshops provide a 
comprehensive course on 
the Humanize My Hood-
ie campaign’s approach to 
preventing racist attacks on 
Black people, Indigenous 
people, and other people 
of color. These workshops 
allude to all individuals, 
however, they are perti-
nent to professionals in a 
wide array of backgrounds, 
such as public health, men-
tal health, juvenile justice, 
criminal justice, education, 
higher education, foster 
care and more. Workshop 
facilitators educate by using 
historical analysis, case law, 
theory and application op-
portunities, lectures, trans-

formative assignments and 
self-care breaks to maximize 
learning potential. 

The two did not stop here, 
as emphasizing the virtuosi-
ty and art behind the brand 
was also important to them. 
Originally, the photos HMH 
had taken were strictly for 
marketing purposes. How-
ever, Wright and Sole saw fit 
that they turn them into an 
art exhibit. 

Their first art show was in 
the Saint Paul Public Library 
in Minneapolis. Eventually, 
the two strategically com-
bined the art exhibits and 
ally training to showcase all 
the work HMH was doing in 
a central location. As time 
went on, and the impact of 
HMH continued to grow, 
the team decided to take 
its movement to New York 
Fashion Week in September 
2019. 

“We had a number of sup-
porters coming from Minne-
sota and Iowa,” Wright said. 
“It was the first time many 
of those people had ever 
been to a fashion show, New 
York City, or even been on 

an airplane.” 
In true HMH fashion, 

the movement continued to 
grow by producing a book  
(HMH Book) and documen-
tary HMH Documentary) in 
December 2019.  The book  
release was perfectly timed 
for the Essence Summit 
that year in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, Stole explained.  While 
there, the two made many 
connections, including with 
Jameel  Spencer, former 
Rocawear Chief Marketing 
Officer, who extoled their 
writings. The two later trav-
eled to Phoenix, where they 
held two sold-out screenings 
of their documentary and 
gained traction globally. 

Using a multitude of dif-
ferent designs dating back 
to ancient Greece and Rome, 
HMH has expanded its work 
over the past three years 
through multiple art exhi-
bitions, workshops, a novel, 
documentary, and New York 
Fashion Week. Through it 
all, Sole and Wright discov-
ered how to create some-
thing bigger than the two of 
them.

Photo by Jonah Terry
  Andre Wright (left) and Jason Sole (right).
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What is Amplify?Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Internal Committee

Amplify is the Daily Iowan’s community 
section, focusing on topics and features 
surrounding culture within the Iowa City 
community. It looks to heighten voices 

within our audience, and provide an op-
portunity for our readers to engage with 
the DI. 

Sarah Watson
Alexandra Skores

Cesar Perez
Shivansh Ahuja

Bailey Cichon
Kate Doolittle
Austin Hanson
Kelsey Harrell

Mary Hartel
Elijah Helton

Hannah Pinski
Ally Pronina

Lillian Poulsen
Julia Shanahan

Jenna Post
Michael Merrick

Calendar
Virtual Community Events 
on Campus

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.: UI Latinx 
Council Monthly Meeting

Thursday, Dec. 10, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.: BUILD: Putting 
It All Together - Strategies for Managing Difficult 
Conversations

Wednesday, Dec. 9, 7 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.: Obermann 
Around the Table: A view of Bilingual Education in Iowa

Photo by Jonah Terry
Jason Sole (left) and Andre Wright (right).

We had a number of supporters coming from 
Minnesota and Iowa. It was the first time many of 
those people had ever been to a fashion show, New 
York City, or even been on an airplane.

— Andre Wright, co-creator of Humanize My Hoodie

Amplify

Humanize my
What began as a hashtag to destigmatize hoodies has grown 

into a global movement, including an appearance at New 
York Fashion Week and nationwide ally workshops.

HOODIE

Stay tuned for more Amplify sections and 
community chats in 2021.
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BY SABINE MARTIN
sabine-martin@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s five-year strategic plan has been put on pause 
18 months from the original timeline, as long-term ef-
fects from the pandemic have yet to become clear.

Planning for the 2021-26 strategic plan began in 
April, with an original deadline of June 2021. Now, be-
cause of COVID-19 and UI President Bruce Harreld an-
nouncing his retirement in early October, the strategic 
planning group expects to present its final plan to the 
state Board of Regents in June 2022. 

The strategic plan is a roadmap for developing areas 
to focus on at the UI, said Vice President for Research 
Martin Scholtz, co-chair of the strategic planning 
group. The current plan highlights student success, 
research and discovery, diversity, equity, and inclu-

sion, and outreach and engagement, he said. The date 
change will also allow the next UI president to weigh 
in on the 2021-26 strategic plan and eventually lead the 
UI through it. 

“We've kind of hit a pause on it for the last several 
months, because we have more time and because we 
have been consumed with the pandemic,” Scholtz said. 
“Since COVID-19 has happened, and a number of ad-
ministrative changes have happened at the university, 
we've altered the timeline. 

UI College of Education Dean Dan Clay, a member 
of the strategic planning group, said he wants to take 
advantage of lessons the university has learned from 
the pandemic to better serve students. He said all the 
UI colleges worked on their own individual strategic 
plans to create a basis for the university’s overall strategic 

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
J. Martin Scholtz of Texas A&M College of Medicine speaks during the Vice President of research candidate forum on Feb. 14, 2019.

The UI planning group will present their final plan to the regents
in June 2022, almost a year behind schedule.

SEE PLAN, 2

Why does 
COVID-19 
burden 
hospitals?
 A confluence of virus-caused 
staff shortages, high emotional 
toll, and rapid spread of a deadly 
virus is straining even the most 
well-prepared hospitals.

I n s i d e

Go to dailyiowan.com to 
read more.



the population, have made sig-
nificant changes to their rou-
tines during the pandemic. They 
also have to worry about protect-
ing their family and friends every 
time they go to and from work.

Brainard hasn’t seen close 
friends for nearly a year, and said 
she leaves her shoes at work to 
avoid bringing any virus into her 
home. 

With three children at home, 
UIHC staff and charge nurse 
Lillian Olson makes sure to wear 
her protective equipment and 
avoid close contact with patients 
when possible. While providing 
emotional support has always 
been her main objective, she 
opts to keep conversations short 
to avoid catching the infectious 
disease and spreading it to her 
family.

At the start of the pandemic, 
many health care workers, in-
cluding Olson, feared for their 
lives while working inside the 
hospital. She was pregnant at the 
start of the pandemic, carrying 
her baby at work with her, and 
giving birth in the summer.

Now, Olson said she is more 
wary of conditions outside the 
hospital — where the virus 
thrives in mask-less gatherings. 

“I felt safer being at work than 
I did in the community,” Olson 
said. “At work we hold each other 
accountable — making sure peo-
ple are wearing the proper PPE.”

Health care workers are strug-
gling with figuring out how to 
not feel isolated as they navigate 
this new COVID-19 reality. 

Research from University of 
Turin in Italy published in Octo-
ber shows frontline health care 
workers have experienced rising 
rates of depression, increased 
anxiety, and burnout. The Iowa 
Hospital Association warned of 
impending burnout for health 
care workers because of the re-
cent spikes on Nov. 24.

The number of Iowans in the 
hospital with COVID-19 topped 
500 for the first time on Oct. 20, 

and spiked, reaching 1,500 three 
weeks later. Hospitalizations 
have since dropped slightly — 
the state reported 900 coronavi-
rus patients in the hospital state-
wide Tuesday with 191 patients in 
Intensive Care Units — but are 
still higher than the spring and 
summer months. 

Iowa has confirmed 2,919 
deaths since the pandemic be-
gan. November marked the 
deadliest month, with 611 deaths. 

There isn’t much of an oppor-
tunity to escape the stress of the 
job, Brainard said. She tries to 
spend time with her significant 
other to relax. Before the pan-
demic, she would go out with her 
friends or eat at restaurants — 
which is not an option now.

“I often think the most diffi-
cult question for me to answer 
is ‘how are you feeling?’,” Brain-
ard said. “And the reason is that 
I have so many emotions all at 
once and I don’t feel like I have 
the ability to explain them, so I 
just say ‘Tired.’ We are tired.”

Liz Highland, lead advanced 
practice provider for the Influ-
enza-Like Illness clinic at UIHC, 
has a one-year-old daughter and 
a husband who is a full-time stu-
dent. She doesn’t have time to 
take breaks.

“An escape from all of the 
stress is not possible. My job has 
become increasingly stressful as 

our numbers have gone up in the 
last couple of weeks,” Highland 
said. “It sometimes feels like peo-
ple don’t care about the pandem-
ic anymore. That is tough.”

Iowans have begun to grow 
weary of the pandemic, Brain-
ard said. According to the World 
Health Organization, people 
across the globe have been ex-
periencing “pandemic fatigue,” 
or a feeling of demotivation 
when it comes to following safe-
ty protocols to avoid spreading 
COVID-19. 

“The biggest thing to keep in 
mind for people who are still not 
convinced that this is a danger-
ous virus is that it’s not only the 
death rates that we’re concerned 
about, it’s that people are not re-
turning to home normal,” Brain-
ard said.

The sky-high numbers in No-
vember— with Iowa consistently 
in the top 10 states for COVID-19 
spread — prompted UIHC to 
implement phase one of its surge 
plan. 

The surge plan asked nurses 
to work if exposed to COVID-19, 
but asymptomatic, added ICU 
beds, and limited patient visit-
ing hours, as previously reported 
by The Daily Iowan. UIHC is also 
taking fewer patients in the clin-
ic, operating rooms, and some 
procedure areas to allow cross-
trained hospital staff to take 

more shifts on COVID-19 floors. 
According to UIHC as of Mon-

day, the hospital has 56 adult in-
patients and the positive symp-
tomatic COVID-19 test results is 
27 percent. More cases, especially 
in the 40-60 age range, often are 
a predictor for more hospitaliza-
tions.

Care for patients may last 
even after discharge from the 
hospital. Brainard cared for a pa-
tient who started with a cough, 
which then led to what was likely 
chronic lung disease.

“We have had several patients 
already get readmitted with 
lung damage that occurred early 
when they were actively infected 
with COVID-19, some may have 
lifelong issues of interstitial lung 
disease, some may need oxygen 
for the rest of their lives,” Brain-
ard said. 

Brainard said there’s no way 
for patients or health care pro-
viders to know who will need 
critical care. She said she’s seen 
patients young and old leave the 
hospital with similar conditions.

Harvard Research shows that 
about 36 percent of patients de-
velop neurological symptoms af-
ter testing positive for the coro-
navirus. A study done in Wuhan, 
China, found that 19 percent of 
the 416 hospitalized COVID-19 
patients showed signs of heart 
damage. 

Those the DI interviewed 
empathize with people who 
are tired of the pandemic, but 
they’re asking people to hold out 
a bit longer for the vaccine — 
which is expected to be distrib-
uted to high-priority populations 
such as health care workers in 
mid-December.

Nicholas Mohr, a physician in 
the emergency department in 
the Intensive Care Unit at UIHC, 
said people in the community 
can stop the spread of the virus if 
they follow these guidelines.

“The decisions that we make 
as individuals have consequenc-
es. The way that we make those 
decisions influences case counts 
and hospitalization numbers — 
it influences deaths,” Mohr said. 
“The thing we have control over 
as members of the public, as Io-
wans, is how we can individually 
stop the spread of the infection."
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Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Artifacts owner, Todd Thelen prepares incoming inventory in Iowa City on Tuesday. Since reopening to the public after the pandemic lockdown, the 
store has expanded into an additional building.

COVID-19 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner (ARNP) Liz Highland folds laundry on Nov. 23. 

plan. 
“All of the colleges have their 

updated and refreshed stra-
tegic plans,” Clay said. “But, 
having said that, COVID-19 has 
changed a lot of things about 
how we do our work. We'll have 
to go back to our strategic plan 
and make sure that it incorpo-
rates that information, so we 
best prepare students for suc-

cess as teachers in the future.”
The planning group will 

share a updates on the strate-
gic plan’s development in Jan-
uary, Scholtz said. This year’s 
racial-justice protests have also 
brought a new perspective for 
the planning group to consid-
er, he said.

“I think there is a more acute 
awareness of people in all as-
pects of our society about the 
impacts of race and racism,” 
Clay said. “So, when we look 
at our strategic plan, we are 
going to look at it with a fresh 

set of eyes around how we are 
addressing those issues in our 
academic programs, in our re-
search in the way we engage 
with our communities.” 

The strategic planning 
group will call on public feed-
back from the UI and the Iowa 
City community. Director of 
Strategic Initiatives for the 
UI Office of the Provost Mirra 
Anson said it is important to 
prioritize what students may 
need right now. 

“It is important to make sure 
that we are having continuous 

campus feedback,” Anson said. 
The UI Office of Student 

Services will collect anecdotal 
information from students to 
understand the challenges that 
they face, Clay said. 

“We also administer satis-
faction surveys to our students 
and send surveys to school dis-
tricts that employ our students 
to learn more about where 
they think our students have 
strengths,” Clay said. “So, we 
have multiple methods to col-
lect information from our key 
stakeholders.”

PLAN 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Registered Nurse Lillian Olson poses for portraits in a parking ramp on Nov. 24, at UIHC. Olson works 24-36 hours 
per week, seeing between one and four patients per shift. 
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Iowa has confirmed

marking the deadliest month with

  611 deaths

 2,919 deaths with November
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sites, expanded telehealth, and wings for 
COVID-19 patients that must be separated from 
the rest of the hospital. 

After a surge in COVID-19 hospitalizations in 
November, UIHC enacted the first phase of its 
surge plan, which opened 10 Intensive Care Unit 
beds that were previously general medicine or 
general surgery beds. 

Opening those beds required more than the 
space for patients to go, Brennan said, because 
ICU patients require a bigger space, more respi-
ratory therapists, and physicians and nurses with 
proper training.

“So, identifying the spaces is the first thing, 
which is not easy here for us, because we've effec-
tively used all of our space in the past,” Brennan 
said. “But the real challenge is making sure that 
we have the right people to take care of those pa-
tients.”

Staffers contracting the virus also removes 
valuable staff members. Eleven UIHC employees 
tested positive for the virus Monday, marking 
that a total of 1,276 employees at UIHC that had 
tested positive since the start of the pandemic. 

To add flexibility, the hospital cross trained 
more than 1,000 people to take care of patients in 
a different setting. In-demand traveling nurses 
were also hired to fill in gaps. 

It should be noted that most people who 
contract COVID-19 aren’t hospitalized, Bren-
nan said, and those that do are quick to recover 
with IV fluids and oxygen. But intensive care 
COVID-19 patients have longer than average hos-
pital stays, which requires more resources. Some 
need Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation — 
the maximum amount of support you can give a 
patient.

“Most patients don't get hospitalized, the ones 
that do most of them are discharged in fairly 
quick order,” Brennan said. “But those that go to 
the ICU tend to stay with us a long time. And if 
they're on ECMO, they can stay for weeks.” 

Age matters too, in whether a rise in cases will 
correlate to a rise in hospitalizations. As college 
students flocked to Iowa City in August, hun-
dreds of students tested positive, but UIHC didn’t 
see a corresponding surge in hospitalizations. 

“What we saw in November was that it was a 
different age group that was getting COVID-19,” 
Brennan said. “So, we had a number of cases in 
the 18 to 24 range, but more in the 40- to 60-year-
old range, and that translates to hospitalizations.” 

If hospitalizations worsen over the holidays, 
a possible next step would be to delay even es-
sential surgeries, Brennan said. When making 
decisions on triggering surge plans, Brennan 

said UIHC relies on Iowa Department of Public 
Health hospitalization data, monitors its own 
bed availability, and communicates regularly 
with area hospitals. 

The sprawling UIHC operation has seven in-
tensive care units — five adult and two pediatric. 
Usually, the hospital has 103 ICU beds and 115 
pediatric ICU beds. Recently, UIHC converted 10 
additional hospital beds from another unit into 
ICU beds as part of its surge plan.

The week beginning Nov. 27, 96.4 percent of 
UIHC’s ICU beds were occupied on a seven-day 
average, according to data released by the Health 
and Human Services Department.

The pandemic has been especially emotionally 
draining because of its death toll.

The state reported on Tuesday to date 2,919 
total deaths because of COVID-19 in Iowa, the 
disease caused by the coronavirus. To put those 
numbers in context, an estimated 107 Iowans 
died from H1N1 in 2009, and 659 Iowans were 
hospitalized. In 2019, 336 Iowans died on the road 
in traffic accidents.

“I think most of us hoped that we would not 
be sitting here in December, and still have an 
ongoing pandemic with a recent surge in cases,” 
Brennan said. “So, the timeframe has really been 
long.”

At the start of the pandemic, people with aller-
gies or other symptoms of the virus crowded into 
wait rooms and UI Quick Care sites to check if 
they had the virus. A need to depopulate the hos-
pital campus prompted Katie Imborek, a clinical 
associate professor and director of off-site care, 
to spearhead UIHC’s expanded telehealth units.

Now, UIHC health care providers are routinely 
doing over 1,000 telemedicine visits a day, which 
requires about 33 providers an hour for 12 hours, 
Imborek said. She said it doesn’t shorten staff 
time, though it does relieve the number of nurses 
needed since in-person vitals aren’t taken.

When UIHC was inundated with calls from 
students with flu-like symptoms making tele-
health appointments in August, Imborek called a 
student who’d reported having a cough. Imborek 
was running a good half hour behind in appoint-
ments, and the student was on the road to his 
aunt and uncle’s house in Des Moines when she 
called. 

“I tell him, ‘I really think that you might have 
COVID,’ and he said, ‘Yeah but my symptoms 
aren't that bad,’” she said.

He turned around to head back to Iowa City, 
and tested positive for the virus the next day.

The student thanked Imborek once she called 
him about his test result.

“I think that that's such a great story about 
how we're banking on having that very person-
al interaction with a provider that can actually 
change some behaviors of our patients,” Imbo-
rek said.
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Hey you cool cats and kittens
As a gift to his nine Supreme Court Seminar students at the end of the semester, Professor Todd Pettys

ordered them a personalized Cameo starring Tiger King’s Carole Baskin.
BY LAUREN WHITE
lauren-white@uiowa.edu

The Netflix Original “Tiger King: Mur-
der, Mayhem, and Madness” premiered and 
garnered huge audiences nationwide at the 
start of COVID-19 isolation in the U.S. last 
spring, even capturing the attention of a cer-
tain University of Iowa Law professor.

UI Professor Todd Pettys usually takes his 
nine Supreme Court Seminar students out to 
dinner to celebrate the end of the semester. 
COVID-19, however, made this annual tradi-
tion impossible. So, Pettys instead scanned 
the internet for the perfect gift to bring some 
light to his students. He found this in than 
a personalized video from “The Tiger King’s” 
Carole Baskin.

Pettys stumbled upon the personalized 
video service Cameo by accident, and looked 
for someone on the website who might inter-
est his students.

“It’s a collision of two different worlds,” 
Pettys said. “The world of Tiger King and the 
world of law school, but it’s an unusual time 
so people have to start coming up with un-
usual ideas.”

During a semester where law students are 
unable to learn in their usual face-to-face 
discussion-style classes, the law professor 
called on pop culture star Carole Baskin — 
who’s navigated the courts often herself — 
to invoke wisdom and encouragement to his 
students.

Cameo is a personalized video website 
where customers pay to have some of their 
favorite celebrities or pop-culture identities 
speak directly to them in a unique video.

Brandon Kazimer, a Cameo representa-
tive, said Cameo connects talent or chosen 
icons to fans in the form of personalized 
video messages, live Zoom calls, and direct 
messages.

Earlier this year, many actors, athletes, 
musicians, and other professionals saw their 

projects shrink or shut down, 
Kazimer said, but hundreds 
of them found an opportuni-
ty to stay in touch with their 
supporters and fans through 
Cameo.

Throughout quarantine or 
times of isolation, people use 
it to deliver fun life announce-
ments such as engagements 
and pregnancies to family and 
friends while also self-isolat-
ing every day, Kazimer said.

Several thousand new peo-
ple have joined Cameo since 
the beginning of the pandem-
ic, Kazimer added.

 “Technology has allowed 
people to preserve the connec-
tions they crave during stay-at-
home orders. We are thrilled 
those same people can create a 
memorable moment with their 
favorite people through Cam-
eo,” Kazimer said.

Carole Baskin’s unique video 
to Pettys’ class was originally 
sent to the class itself through 
an email. From there, Pettys 
and his students shared it on 
social media.

“I usually take my Iowa Law 
School Supreme Court Seminar 
students out to dinner at the end of the se-
mester,” Pettys captioned the video on Twit-
ter. “This year — COVID. So I sent them a 
few words from Carole instead. Best wishes 
to these nine wonderful students.”

The video features a colorful Baskin ad-
dressing the UI Law School directly and con-
gratulates the Supreme Court Seminar class 
on working hard this semester, despite the 
pandemic.

Baskin connects her life to those of the 
students when she talks about her past with 

lawsuits and various legal woes.
“Let me tell you, as someone who’s been 

involved in a lot of lawsuits — I hate to even 
think about how many lawsuits I’ve been in 
— it really makes the difference when you 
have an attorney who has both the ability to 
understand the law but also to write their 
arguments, and deliver their arguments, in 
such a compelling fashion,” Baskin said.

“The Tiger King” star went on to talk 
about her husband, a Harvard Law grad, 
and told students how much she appreci-
ates having someone who knows the law 
with her when she’s involved in her own 
legal battles.

“There is a magic in crafting that in such 
a way that it engages the judge and jury and 
so I hear from Professor Pettys that you 
guys are doing that kind of work and that 
you are excelling beyond the norm,” Baskin 
said. “Both of us are just so appreciative of 
your hard work.”

The nine students found the video to be 
a fun way to end a complicated semester. 

This course and others similar to it are of-
ten peer and group heavy and were made 
more difficult by a change in set up.

Third-year Iowa Law Student and Su-
preme Court Seminar student Joel Mudd 
said Pettys wasn’t at the top of his list of 
people who he thought watched “Tiger 
King” and wasn’t even close to the top of 
the list of people who would know how to 
use Cameo, considering Mudd didn’t know 
how to use it himself.

Mudd said the video lined up with the 
class well because Baskin made a good 
point about combining writing and speak-
ing skills to be a good lawyer. The class was 
about conveying accurate information, and 
delivering it the right way, he said. The vid-
eo followed a similar vein, he said.

“We were all really surprised, everyone in 
our law school community has been talking 
about it,” Mudd said. “The video was a fun 
silver lining and interesting way to end the 
semester during a confusing and otherwise 
depressing time.”

HOSPITAL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Neflix/TNS
Big Cat Rescue founder Carole Baskin in a still from Netflix's "Tiger King."

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
A nurse uses the walkway from the WCTC to the hospital during football media day in Kinnick Stadium on Oct. 8

http://stopHIViowa.org


    THE DAILY IOWAN  |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020

On the home front
Health workers 

on the pandemic's 
front lines fight 

through the seige.

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan

Liz Highland, an Advanced 
Registered Nurse Practitioner 
(ARNP), on Nov. 30. 

Highland works about 45 hours 
a week between the ILI Clinic, 
Telehealth appointments, and 
administrative tasks. Highland and 
her husband, Corey, spend much 
of their free time taking care of 
their daughter, Loah. “It’s been 
hard. She is lucky enough, I think, 
not to remember how chaotic and 
how scary this is, but she herself 
has already been tested three 
times because it’s COVID and little 
kids get sick, you know? So it’s 
already affected her but hopefully 
not any lasting effects.” “It’s hard 
because I send her to daycare and 
I myself am terrified that I will 
inadvertently bring this home and 
expose my daughter, who will then 
expose all her daycare kids and 
her daycare provider.” Highland 
added that she and her husband 
try to stay vigilant in order to 
protect the people around him, 
but she feels pressure to protect 
her daycare provider’s well-being 
both physically and financially.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan

Dawn Shannahan rides the bus 
on her way home from work on 
Dec. 4. 

Shannahan works as an Educator 
in the in-patient Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatric Unit. 
Shannahan works as one of four 
Educators in UIHC. “I do think that 
morale is down,” she said. “I know 
that we’re stretched so thin. We’re 
so short-staffed. So, I think it’s 
kind of grim, it’s hard. We try really 
hard to pump each other up, but it 
doesn’t always work.”

(LEFT) 
Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan

Associate Professor and Vice 
President of Research for 

Emergency Medicine Nicholas 
Mohr poses for a portrait outside 
UIHC on Nov. 23. “We have control 
over the course of the pandemic. 

This isn’t just something that’s 
happening to us. It’s something 

we’re participating in,” Mohr said.

(RIGHT) 
Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Registered Nurse Lilly Olson eats 

dinner at home after a shift at 
UIHC on Nov. 24. “We try to fight 

each battle as best we can,” Olson 
said, “but unfortunately we don’t 

win them all.”

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Medical Technologist Kristen 
Dolgos takes a walk at Hickory 
Hill Park on Nov. 26. Dolgos 
administered COVID-19 testing 
from May through August, but has 
since returned to working solely in 
the microbiology lab.
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BY KENNEDY COOK
kennedy-cook@uiowa.edu 

This piece was originally published 
in the fall 2020 edition of NURU, 
a publication by the Unity Chapter 
of the National Association of Black 
Journalists at the University of Iowa. 
This work is available to The Daily Io-
wan through a content sharing part-
nership between NABJ and the DI. 
To learn more about NABJ's NURU, 
email co-editors Nichole Shaw (nich-
ole-shaw@uiowa.edu) and Grant 
Glover (grant-glover@uiowa.edu).

When dynamic duo An-
dre Wright and Jason Sole 
first met up on the basket-
ball courts in Waterloo, Io-

wa, back in 1994, they had 
no idea that their teamwork 
would ignite radical change 
both on and off the court. 
The two went their separate 
ways over the years; Wright 
pursued his fashion aspira-
tions through designing and 
launching his own brands, 
while formerly incarcerated 
Sole used his voice and ex-
perience to transform the 
world of academia. A few 
years down the line, the two 
rekindled their friendship, 
after Sole created a Face-
book post, birthing the #Hu-
manizemyhoodie hashtag. 

The hashtag was created 
to pay homage to teenager-

Trayvon Martin, who was 
fatally killed in his hood-
ie.  As a tribute to Martin, 
Sole, now a college profes-
sor at Hamline  University, 
pledged to wear a hoodie to 
class every day for a semes-
ter. By doing so, Sole hoped 
for faculty, staff, and stu-
dents to see the garment in 
direct contrast to what ma-
ny others viewed as a threat. 
Through Wright’s passion 
for design and fashion and 
Sole’s aspirations for racial 
activism, the two birthed 
what we know today to be 
the Humanize My Hoodie 
campaign. 

What started as a hashtag, 

transformed into a design 
and is now considered a 
global movement, and Hu-
manize My Hoodie (HMH) 
has continued to spark 
change since its conception 
on Sept. 9. The timeline from 
Sole’s Facebook post to the 
first production of hoodies 
was less than two weeks, cre-
ators explained. The hoodies 
were a hit as family, friends, 
and supporters buoyed the 
brand. Both Wright and Sole 
stayed true to their roots and 
central purpose—even when 
their project gained national 
traction.

After a year of hoodie 
sales, both Wright and Sole 
decided it was time to take 
it up-a-notch by creating 
national ally workshops.  
These workshops provide a 
comprehensive course on 
the Humanize My Hood-
ie campaign’s approach to 
preventing racist attacks on 
Black people, Indigenous 
people, and other people 
of color. These workshops 
allude to all individuals, 
however, they are perti-
nent to professionals in a 
wide array of backgrounds, 
such as public health, men-
tal health, juvenile justice, 
criminal justice, education, 
higher education, foster 
care and more. Workshop 
facilitators educate by using 
historical analysis, case law, 
theory and application op-
portunities, lectures, trans-

formative assignments and 
self-care breaks to maximize 
learning potential. 

The two did not stop here, 
as emphasizing the virtuosi-
ty and art behind the brand 
was also important to them. 
Originally, the photos HMH 
had taken were strictly for 
marketing purposes. How-
ever, Wright and Sole saw fit 
that they turn them into an 
art exhibit. 

Their first art show was in 
the Saint Paul Public Library 
in Minneapolis. Eventually, 
the two strategically com-
bined the art exhibits and 
ally training to showcase all 
the work HMH was doing in 
a central location. As time 
went on, and the impact of 
HMH continued to grow, 
the team decided to take 
its movement to New York 
Fashion Week in September 
2019. 

“We had a number of sup-
porters coming from Minne-
sota and Iowa,” Wright said. 
“It was the first time many 
of those people had ever 
been to a fashion show, New 
York City, or even been on 

an airplane.” 
In true HMH fashion, 

the movement continued to 
grow by producing a book  
(HMH Book) and documen-
tary HMH Documentary) in 
December 2019.  The book  
release was perfectly timed 
for the Essence Summit 
that year in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, Stole explained.  While 
there, the two made many 
connections, including with 
Jameel  Spencer, former 
Rocawear Chief Marketing 
Officer, who extoled their 
writings. The two later trav-
eled to Phoenix, where they 
held two sold-out screenings 
of their documentary and 
gained traction globally. 

Using a multitude of dif-
ferent designs dating back 
to ancient Greece and Rome, 
HMH has expanded its work 
over the past three years 
through multiple art exhi-
bitions, workshops, a novel, 
documentary, and New York 
Fashion Week. Through it 
all, Sole and Wright discov-
ered how to create some-
thing bigger than the two of 
them.

Photo by Jonah Terry
  Andre Wright (left) and Jason Sole (right).
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What is Amplify?Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Internal Committee

Amplify is the Daily Iowan’s community 
section, focusing on topics and features 
surrounding culture within the Iowa City 
community. It looks to heighten voices 

within our audience, and provide an op-
portunity for our readers to engage with 
the DI. 

Sarah Watson
Alexandra Skores

Cesar Perez
Shivansh Ahuja

Bailey Cichon
Kate Doolittle
Austin Hanson
Kelsey Harrell

Mary Hartel
Elijah Helton

Hannah Pinski
Ally Pronina

Lillian Poulsen
Julia Shanahan

Jenna Post
Michael Merrick

Calendar
Virtual Community Events 
on Campus

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.: UI Latinx 
Council Monthly Meeting

Thursday, Dec. 10, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.: BUILD: Putting 
It All Together - Strategies for Managing Difficult 
Conversations

Wednesday, Dec. 9, 7 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.: Obermann 
Around the Table: A view of Bilingual Education in Iowa

Photo by Jonah Terry
Jason Sole (left) and Andre Wright (right).

We had a number of supporters coming from 
Minnesota and Iowa. It was the first time many of 
those people had ever been to a fashion show, New 
York City, or even been on an airplane.

— Andre Wright, co-creator of Humanize My Hoodie

Amplify

Humanize my
What began as a hashtag to destigmatize hoodies has grown 

into a global movement, including an appearance at New 
York Fashion Week and nationwide ally workshops.

HOODIE

Stay tuned for more Amplify sections and 
community chats in 2021.



BY HANNAH PINSKI
hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu

What is human trafficking? The Unit-
ed Nations has identified three elements 
to its definition: tThe act, pertaining to 
what is done; the means, pertaining to 
how it is done; and finally the purpose of 
exploitation.

These three parts lead to stripping 
people of their human rights for unthink-
able acts, such as prostitution, sexual ex-
ploitation, and slavery. 

The pandemic has heightened the se-
verity of this issue. For example, school 
closures that have increased the use of 
online learning have increased the risk 
of trafficking situations, playing a part in 
an increase in reports of online exploita-
tion from 2 million to 4.2 million reports 
to the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children between March and 
April.

Organizations such as Dressember 
have taken this month to fundraise — in-
dividuals who want to help  wear a dress 

or suit and tie every day of December and 
post online about it to raise money and 
awareness. 

Human trafficking is a global issue that 
we need to educate ourselves on and take 
action against. We can spread awareness 
and contribute to organizations working 
to end it.

Iowa is known for its label as a 
“hotspot” for recruitment. In fact, Des 
Moines was identified in the top 100 hu-
man trafficking sites in 2016. 

However, Iowa isn’t the only place 
where human trafficking occurs. Neither 
is the U.S. This isn’t just one country’s 
problem — it’s a global problem. More 
than 40 million people in our world are 
victims of human trafficking, and one in 
four of them are children. 

So why should we care? Imagine your 
child, sibling, or friend being taken from 
you and abused and used as property in 
an industry that is making around $150 
billion a year. Wouldn’t you want some-
one to help, and — more importantly — 
wouldn’t you want someone to stop it?

This is the exact situation that millions 
of families are facing around the world, 
and we have empathy and resources to 
help them to save their loved ones. But 
it’s not just about saving and helping sur-
vivors. It’s also about preventing people 
from becoming victims. 

The first step to making a difference 
is educating yourself. If this is the first 
time you are hearing about the severity of 
human trafficking, documentaries such 
as “I am Jane Doe” and “The Dark Side of 
Chocolate” inform about the horrors that 
victims are facing today. 

Websites and organizations such as 
the Iowa Network Against Human Traf-
ficking provide resources, such as blogs 
with topics like recognizing signs, where 
to go for help, and updates on statistics 
and legislative laws. 

The next step is to decide how to take 
initiative. One method is considering do-
nating to fundraisers like Dressember, 
where money goes to a variety of organi-
zations, including Willow International 
and The Freedom Story, that help survi-
vors and advocate for stronger practices 
to prevent recruitment.

However, it’s understandable that not 
everyone has the ability to donate. Anoth-
er way we can take initiative is by spread-
ing awareness through posts on social 
media and conversations with friends 
and family. 

It doesn’t cost anything to post an In-
stagram story or send a text to a friend 
that will educate them on the issue and 
the resources to help. 

Human trafficking is a global problem 
that needs to end. We must all take part 
in educating ourselves, donating money, 
or spreading awareness that helps survi-
vors and strengthens prevention. At the 
end of the day, any one of us could be-
come victims. It’s time to help survivors 
who need us, and it’s time to have conver-
sations that will promote prevention.
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 With December comes 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

December is Human Trafficking awareness 
month. Organizations like Dressember help 
bring it into the public eye.

An Iowa City community member 
implores congressional leaders to pass 
federal aid packages.

The CDC’s moratorium on 
evictions will stop this month, 
pandemic related unemploy-
ment support times out this 
month, and food assistance 
is running out, all while 
temperatures drop. What is 
holding Congressional lead-
ers back from doing their job 
and passing another round 
of COVID relief funding? I 
won’t pontificate about their 
motives, because my outlook 
is bleak. Suffice to say Iowa’s 
Congressional delegation 
needs to step up and get to 
work. Proposed relief legis-
lation ranges from a recent 
$908 billion package to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s $2.4 

It’s time to 
step up

BY SIGNE NETTUM
signe-nettum@uiowa.edu

Winter — the season that 
most Midwesterners spend 
holed up in their hous-
es with fireplaces aflame, 
feasting on casseroles of un-
disclosed ingredients, and 
frolicking in the snow when 
the windchill creeps above a 

reasonable temperature.
I usually spend my win-

ters sledding with friends 
and enjoying my grand-
parent’s company around 
the holidays. This year is 
different, however, as the 
pandemic rages in the U.S. 
More than 243,000 cases 
have been confirmed in Io-
wa since Sunday. 

While we should take pre-
cautions against COVID-19 
spreading in our neighbor-
hoods, that doesn’t mean 
we should let it dampen our 
holiday spirit. There are ma-
ny different ways commu-
nities are bringing people 
together without it being up 
close and personal. 

Local zoos are putting up 

festive lights and art piec-
es to bring festive cheer to 
communities while raising 
money for the animals in 
the sanctuary. There are al-
so scavenger hunts to help 
teach the community about 
the different animals cared 
for by the zoo. 

Winter wagon rides with 
improved precautions are 

still running in downtown 
Iowa City. There are  online 
events including ginger-
bread house competitions 
to bring people together 
over a shared experience 
without being face to face. 
Scavenger hunts focused on 
finding elves in Iowa City’s 
Pedestrian Mall can bring 
kids a sense of joy despite 
pandemic worries. There is 
also an online holiday mar-
ket for those still looking for 
gifts to give their loved ones 
this holiday. 

On the topic of gift giv-
ing, annual gift exchanges 
between family members — 
at least, in my family — are 
up for debate. Some mem-
bers are upset that it feels 
more like sending each oth-
er Amazon boxes instead of 
wrapped gifts. 

But precautions can be 
taken for gift giving as well, 
such as wrapping the gift 
and leaving it to sit for a few 
days before or after delivery. 
Washing your hands after 
opening the presents is just 
as effective, and you can get 
your mail on time. Digital 
donations are also welcome 
— gift cards are never a bad 
gift because it means that 
the receiver can buy exactly 
what they want — instead of 
getting a subpar gift from a 

distant family member who 
knows next to nothing about 
them. 

There are plenty of crafts 
that can be made that do not 
break the bank. Give some-
one a warm blanket this hol-
iday and they will always re-
member you every time they 
use it.  

Epidemiologists warn 
of a holiday spike with-
out proper precautions in 
place. With vaccines hope-
fully arriving to the public 
in the coming months, we 
just need to hold out for a 
few months longer until we 
can resume some manner 
of normal social life. Epide-
miologists surveyed by the 
New York Times say if highly 
effective vaccines are widely 
distributed this winter and 
spring, we’ll likely be able to 
resume normal activities in 
the summer. 

As long as people stay safe 
and smart when it comes to 
taking precautions against 
COVID-19 — wearing masks, 
washing hands, using hand 
sanitizer, staying with im-
mediate family members 
within the household — this 
holiday season can still be 
celebrated. Everyone should 
know Zoom by now — and, 
if not, there are always reg-
ular phones. 

Holidays still happy spent apart

COLUMN

Dressember

trillion allocation. While these 
numbers may be varied, one 
thing is clear: we need mon-
ey to prioritize people. With 
nearly one in five adults be-
hind on their rent, assistance 
is desperately needed. I urge 
Rep. Dave Loebsack to use his 
dwindling time in Congress to 
push for $100 billion in rental 
assistance, extend the mora-
torium on evictions, and boost 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP). 
It’s far past time Congress put 
the needs of the community 
first, we need a new relief bill 
with a harsh winter ahead.  

— Mackenzie Aime, Iowa City

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
Sign seen on South Gilbert Street on Wednesday, Sept. 30..

There are many ways to make this season memorable without risking you and your family’s health.
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SCHAAKE
CONTINUED FROM 8A

SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM 8A

TENNIS
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Kareem Allaf hits a backhand during a men's tennis match between Iowa and Cornell at the HTRC on March 8.

you can get out to a two or 
three-up lead through the 
first nine, it allows you to 
make one of those mistakes 
coming down the stretch. 
Obviously, you don’t want 
to make one of those, but if 
it happens, it’s fine and you 
still have a lead.”

Against McAllister, 
Schaake made one too many 
mistakes coming down the 
stretch. 

After McAllister got the 
match back to a tie on the 

13th hole, Schaake’s putting 
let him down.

“I missed like four putts 
in the last four holes that 
were within 10 or 12 feet — 
three of them were within 
eight feet,” Schaake said. “I 
three-putted from 30 feet 
the second-to-last hole, 
and then the last hole I 
three-putted from seven 
feet to lose the match.”

Despite the loss, Schaake 
chose to appreciate what he 
had accomplished. 

“I don’t take any negative 
thoughts away from that, 
I take positives,” Schaake 

said. “I had a very realistic 
chance to win that match 
and I could’ve even won it 
two or three up. I like tak-
ing the positives. I played 
really, really well this week. 
I’ve been working on some 
swing changes at school and 
it’s cool that I can see it pay-
ing off.”

Schaake may play in some 
Outlaw Tour events in Ar-
izona this winter with his 
brother Carson, who grad-
uated from Iowa in 2017, 
before returning to Iowa for 
the Hawkeyes’ spring sea-
son. 

Des Moines, where several 
Iowa athletes competed. 
The event was switched up 
this year and divided in-
to regions because of the 
pandemic, but was a good 
experience to those who 
went. 

Aleksey Tarasenko was 
the standout in the event, 
winning the 100 and 200 
freestyle with an impressive 
time of 1:51.99. He also man-
aged to finish third in the 
50-meter free with a time of 

22.89.
“I did not have any expec-

tations for my time because 
we had a long break out of 
the pool and did not have 
a proper practice time, so I 
told myself to swim fast,” he 
said. 

Mallory Jump put in an 
impressive showing as well, 
finishing second in the 
200-meter fly and fifth in 
the 200-meter IM. 

Ryan Pudy, John Colin, 
and Kennedy Gilbertson all 
put in notable performances 
as well.

The U.S. Open meet was 

a long course event, mean-
ing the pool is 50 instead of 
25 meters in length. None 
of the athletes got a chance 
to compete at the proper 
length beforehand, which 
made preparing difficult. 

“We had a little group of 
people who were going to 
Des Moines, and we had 
our own practice for a little 
bit,” Tarasenko said. “We 
could not switch the pool 
to a long course, so we were 
practicing with short course 
lengths, so that’s why it was 
hard to expect something 
from the long course.” 

there, and I think that goes 
for a couple of guys on the 
team.”

Davies and Okonkwo 
were the first Iowa doubles 
pair in 20 years to quali-
fy for the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association Fall Na-
tional Championships in 
2019, and achieved a pro-
gram-high No. 10 national 
ranking last spring.  

“I am trying to be a lead-
er on this team,” Okonkwo 
said. “When the season 
got cut, I was coming into 
this year with a fresh start 
thinking about the things I 
needed to improve on per-
sonally to be a leader on 
this team.”

Allaf is No. 2 in program 
history for combined sin-
gles and doubles wins and 
is coming off a season 
where he earned first-
team All-Big Ten distinc-

tion, ITA Central Region 
Senior Player of the year, 
and ITA Central Region 
Most Improved Senior 
honors. 

He spent most of the fall 
working and training at the 
John McEnroe tennis acad-
emy in New York City. After 
training with the team for 
a week in early November, 
Allaf went back home to the 
United Arab Emirates to 
train and spend time with 
his family, who he had not 
seen in over a year. 

“For me, this has been 
a growth year, and I have 
improved a lot physically,” 
Allaf said. “I am in the best 
shape I have ever been and 
now I am fixing some of 
my technique on the court 
and developing some shots 
I didn’t have in the sea-
son.”

With the history book of 
Iowa tennis coming to a 
close after this year, Allaf 
says he is looking to move 
past last year’s accomplish-
ments.

“I would hope everyone 
is holding themselves to a 
higher standard than last 

year because this is the last 
time this will ever happen 
for the University of Io-

wa,” Allaf said. “I set the 
standard really high for 
myself coming in last fall, 

and I am going to continue 
to push the ceiling a little 
higher.”

http://larewinternalmedicine.com
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BY WILL FINEMAN
william-fineman@uiowa.edu

The Iowa men’s tennis roster has a lot of 
fresh talent to watch out for this spring, but 
the team is looking to turn heads across the 
country behind the lead of three of its return-
ing stars. 

With a combined career, dual match, sin-
gles record of 127-66 and a doubles record of 
112-0 between the three of them, fifth-year 
senior Kareem Allaf, junior Will Davies, and 
sophomore Oliver Okonkwo have been elite 
players for the men’s program at the fore-
front of the team’s success. 

“Kareem, Oliver, and I have been able to 
lead from the front over the last couple of 
years in terms of rankings, wins, and all of 
that,” Davies said. “As long as the freshmen 
coming in are able to accept coaching and fol-
low leadership, then I am sure we will have a 
team of guys that will be able to do the same 
thing.”

Since coming to Iowa in the 2017-18 sea-
son, Davies has been a winner. The Norwich, 
England, native has finished all three of his 
spring seasons with a winning record and 
ended the 2020 campaign with an outstand-
ing 13-1 record in singles and a 6-4 record in 
doubles. 

After a slow start to the fall because of a 
positive COVID-19 test in August, Davies 
has been able to compete in two men’s open 
events with the team. 

“Personally, I don’t think I am at peak fit-
ness, and I think there is still a little way to 
go,” Davies said. “I am sure that come the 
first match of the season I will 100 percent be 

BY BEN PALYA
benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu

It has been a difficult semester for the Iowa 
swim and dive team. Whether it was hearing that 
the program was cut, or still having no word on a 
Big Ten schedule, the team would likely be forgiv-
en if it felt frustrated and checked out. 

That is not the case so far, however, as the team 
keeps morale high and reacts well to these chang-
es. Just this week, three people on the team trans-
ferred. The team has carried on and is looking 
forward to competing for the last time — when-
ever that may be.

“I’m really proud of them,” head coach Marc 
Long said. “We have a shell of a staff, the obvious 
drop of the program, and teammates are leaving. 
They’ve kept the morale up, they want to get bet-
ter, they’re still proud of their school and it shows 
what kind of people they are.”

The men’s team was ranked 25th in the presea-
son College Swimming and Diving Coaches Asso-
ciation of America poll, a sign of the progress the 
team has continued to make throughout the last 
few years.

After an intrasquad meet earlier in the year, the 
team was able to amplify things and conduct a 
time trial event right before Thanksgiving break. 
The event was held over a three-day period and 
had some of the fastest swims for many of the 
athletes since March.

“It was good to get some times up on the board 
and see where everyone was at, and a lot of people 
surprised themselves,” senior Daniel Swanepool 
said. “Personally, I’m still getting back into it, but 
I’m seeing some progress after quarantine and 
not being able to train for a long time.”

The U.S. Open meet took place on Nov. 13 in 

HAWKEYE UPDATES

Keep swimming
After a difficult fall, the team is persevering with great showings

in some recent swims. 

With over 220 total wins 
between the three of them, 
Okonkwo, Davies, and Allaf 
look to lead the Hawkeyes this 
spring. 

Tennis trio 
triumphs 

Iowa football has

STAT OF THE DAY

“I’m on the Tory Taylor 
campaign right now.”

QUOTE OF THE DAY

10
SEE SWIMMING,  7A

- Iowa kicker 
Keith Duncan 
on supporting 
Iowa’s punter 
who’s a 
semifinalist for 
the Ray Guy 
Award, which 
is given to the 
nation’s best 

punter. 

BY CHRIS WERNER
christopher-werner@uiowa.edu

On what Alex Schaake 
called the hardest golf 
course he’s ever played, the 
Iowa redshirt senior didn’t 
back down from the chal-
lenge at the Mariode Ama-
teur Championship in Car-
rollton, Texas. 

In frigid temperatures 
that forced many of the 
tournament’s players to 
warm up hitting balls out 

of the rough because of 
frost on the driving range, 
Schaake’s driver was his 
most useful weapon. 

“I drove the ball bet-
ter than I ever have in my 
life,” Schaake said. “On 
that course, if you get out 
of position, you can make 
a seven or an eight, super 
quick. I always feel like I 
drive the ball well but un-
der that kind of pressure 
and in that kind of situ-
ation last week, I think I 

did that way better than I 
usually do.”

After starting out the 
first round of stroke play 
eight-over-par through the 
first nine holes, the Oma-
ha, Nebraska, native made 
some on-course swing 
changes and shot an even-
par 36 on his second nine 
which included a stretch of 
three birdies in four holes.  

After day one, Schaake 
shot a two-over-par 74 and 
an even-par 72 to finish 

stroke play at +10. He en-
tered the match play as the 
16th seed.

In his round-of-64 match 
against Wake Forest senior 
Parker Gilliam, Schaake got 
off to a hot start, going 3-up 
through the first four holes. 
Schaake finished the front 
nine with a one-under-par 
stroke play score of 35 and 
found himself four holes 
ahead.

Although Gilliam cut into 
Schaake’s lead on the back 

nine, getting to 2-down 
with two holes to play, 
Schaake birdied the par-
three 17th hole to advance 
to the round-of-32 with a 
3&1 win. 

The Hawkeye star faced 
Oklahoma’s Logan McAllis-
ter in the next round and 
found himself with another 
early lead getting out to a 
two-hole advantage in the 
first four holes.

“[The early leads] were 
huge,” Schaake said. “If 

Schaake drives in Texas 
The redshirt senior advanced to the round of 32 before being ousted by Logan McAllister.

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Alex Schaake poses for a portrait at Hoak Family Golf Complex on April 24, 2018.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Head Coach Marc Long gives a speech to his swimmers after a swim meet at the CRWC on Jan. 11 between Iowa, Illinois, 
and Notre Dame. 
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UI athletics department 
reports seven positive 
COVID-19 tests for the week 
of Nov. 30

The University of Iowa athletics 
department conducted 601 COVID-19 
PCR tests for the week of Nov. 30 – 
Dec. 6 and received seven positive 
tests and 594 negative tests.

As part of Iowa’s return to cam-
pus protocol, testing began on May 
29 and includes athletes, coaches, 
and other staff members. A total of 
330 positive tests, 10,826 negative 
tests, and one inconclusive test 
have been received.

According to a release, following 
the positive test result, protocol es-
tablished by UI Athletics and med-
ical staff, includes contact tracing 
and isolation for the individuals 
who test positive, and quarantine 
for those individuals who might 
have been exposed to someone 
with the virus.

The Big Ten Conference began 
daily rapid antigen surveillance 
testing on Sept. 30. Any positive 
tests identified through the surveil-
lance testing process would be con-
firmed through a PCR test and re-
flected in the numbers listed above.

The department does not pro-
vide a testing breakdown by sport 
or specify if an athlete or staff 
member has tested positive.

Daviyon Nixon named Out-
land Trophy semifinalist

Iowa junior defensive lineman 
Daviyon Nixon was named one of 
six semifinalists for the 2020 Out-
land Trophy, the Football Writers 
Association of America (FWAA) an-

nounced Monday. 
The Outland Tro-
phy is presented 
to the nation’s 
best interior line-
man on offense 
or defense.

Nixon is the 
only defensive 
lineman on the 

six-player list. In the last 20 years, 
only seven defensive linemen have 
won the Outland Trophy.

Tristan Wirfs was a semifinalist 
for the award last season. Four 
Hawkeyes have won the Outland 
Trophy in school history: Bran-
don Scherff (2014), Robert Gallery 
(2003), Alex Karras (1957), and 
Cal Jones (1955). Only three pro-
grams in the nation have more 
Outland Trophy recipients than the 
Hawkeyes.

Nixon, a Kenosha, Wisconsin, na-
tive, was named a semifinalist for 
the Chuck Bednarik Award earlier 
Monday.

Nixon

SEE TENNIS, 7A

Go to dailyiowan.com to 
read more.

interceptions, the 
third most in the 
Big Ten.

1. Gonzaga
2. Baylor
3. Iowa
4. Michigan State
5. Kansas
6. Illinois
7. Houston
8. Creighton
9. Villanova
10. Duke
--
13. Wisconsin
16. North Carolina
21. Rutgers
22. Ohio State

MBB AP TOP 25 
RANKINGS 



BY MADELINE LIEGOIS
madeline-liegois@uiowa.edu

It was a cool spring evening in Waterloo, 
Iowa, 2009 when brothers Seth and Jesse 
Alne ventured into a small patch of woods. 
Cameras and flashlights drawn, the pair 
walked side by side down a dirt trail.

The object of their search? Bigfoot. 
Dark shadows and eerie sounds lurked 

behind trees; every snap of a twig echoed 
as they crunched beneath the feet of the 
unknown. Jesse Alne said that suddenly, 
he found himself separated from Seth. He 
began wandering in circles trying to find 
his brother when he saw a dark silhouette 
nearby.

The figure was huge. Not a deer, and cer-
tainly not his brother. It disappeared and 
Jesse was left in shock.  

Eventually the pair made their way out of 
the woods and recollected themselves. To 
this day, they are still unsure of what they 
saw, but it was enough evidence for the pair 
to find out more.

The Alne brothers founded the Calhoun 

County Paranormal Investigators,  a group 
that started as a group of Iowa-based ghost 
hunters in 2005. While the organization 
still dabbles in ghost research, they began 
focusing on researching Bigfoot after hear-
ing about stories of the cryptid in Iowa.  

Bigfoot, a large ape-like creature said 
to live in the Pacific Northwest region of 
North America, is one of the world’s most 
notable cryptids. To some, Bigfoot is one 
single creature, but according to the Cal-
houn County Paranormal Investigators, 
there are multiple living around the coun-

try. 
“[Our search] ended up leading to this 

one night that we got lost in the woods,” 
Seth Alne said. “And it led to a pretty insane 
run-in especially for Jesse — it was his first 
sighting. And it all just kind of pushed us 

over the edge. And that was back in 2009 
that we really started diving after Bigfoot.”

The group’s research on ghosts was do-
ne through similar documentation as their 
Bigfoot research. Through audio and visual 
recordings, the group sought after evidence 
of paranormal activity within Iowa. On the 

group’s YouTube channel, many videos 
have been uploaded documenting the ghost 
hunting process including a documentary 
titled “Haunted Iowa” with 367,787 views.

“Back in 2010, we had set out on a mis-
sion to show everybody that ‘Hey, Iowa 
is haunted,’” Seth Alne said. “Because no 
one was coming here, no one was looking 
for ghosts and stuff like that. So, this time 
around, we're like, ‘Hey, we love Iowa,’ like 
I was like, ‘Nothing's better to us than Iowa. 
And we want to show people that there's 
Bigfoot here, too.’”

Jesse Alne added that not only is the 
group trying to expand the public’s view of 
Bigfoot’s existence, but also attempting to 
create a safe haven for others who have had 
similar unexplained experiences to speak 
out about their encounters. 

Seth Alne said that the investigators aim 
to validate others’ experiences with Bigfoot 
sightings through extensive research and 
documentation. Equipped with cameras, 
voice recorders, and a gun — just in case — 

SEE BIGFOOT, 3B

DESIGN BY MAXWELL JOHNSON

ON THE WEB ON THE AIR EVENTS CALENDAR
GET UPDATES ABOUT LOCAL ARTS & 
ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS ON TWITTER 
@DAILYIOWANARTS.

TUNE IN TO KRUI 89.7 FM AT 5 P.M. ON THURSDAYS 
TO HEAR ABOUT THIS WEEKEND IN ARTS & 
ENTERTAINMENT

WANT YOUR EVENT TO BE PRINTED IN THE DAILY IOWAN AND INCLUDED IN 
OUR ONLINE CALENDAR? TO SUBMIT A LISTING, VISIT DAILYIOWAN.COM/
PAGES/CALENDARSUBMIT

Iowa Bigfoot A group of Iowa-based Bigfoot hunters are seeking evidence 
of Bigfoot in the Hawkeye State, and are displaying their 

findings in a documentary “Squatch Iowa.”

hunters seek to find the truth

Back in 2010, we had set out on a mission to show everybody that ‘Hey, 
Iowa is haunted,’ because no one was coming here, no one was looking for 
ghosts and stuff like that. So, this time around, we're like, ‘Hey, we love Iowa,’ 
like I was like, ‘Nothing's better to us than Iowa. And we want to show people 
that there's Bigfoot here, too.''

— Seth Alne
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BY JENNA POST
jenna-post@uiowa.edu 

I really wanted to like Happi-
est Season. In theory, a lesbian 
rom-com with Aubrey Plaza 
in it is my dream come true. 
In execution, there are some 
problematic elements that 
can’t be ignored. 

Happiest Season follows Ab-
by, a woman going to spend 
the Christmas season with 
her girlfriend’s family for the 
first time. But it isn’t until the 
drive there that she learns that 
her girlfriend, Harper, has not 
come out to her family yet — 
and wants Abby to pretend to 
be straight while they’re there.

Looking at the cast and pro-
duction team, the film had a 
promising start. It features 
several LGBTQ actors, includ-
ing Kristen Stewart, Dan Levy, 

Aubrey Plaza, and drag queens 
Jinx Monsoon and BenD-
eLaCreme. 

The film was directed by 
Clea DuVall, a lesbian actress 
who co-starred with Natasha 
Lyonne in But I’m A Cheerleader, 
a satirical film released in 1999 
about a cheerleader sent to a 
conversion bootcamp. 

Excited that LGBTQ people 
were involved on the cast-
ing and production level, my 
friends and I scheduled a vir-
tual watch party. 

When we finished watch-
ing, we questioned if this film 
was really for us, or if conces-
sions were made for a straight 
audience.

The issues I have with the 
story was Harper’s treatment 
of Abby and the way things 
played out after Harper was 
outed, which happens near the 

end of the movie.
While miscommunications 

are a rom-com genre staple, 
Harper lies to her girlfriend 
about being out. She invites 
Abby home for the holidays 
under false pretenses, pro-
ceeds to ignore her for almost 
the entirety of the film, and yet 
is ultimately forgiven for all 
she puts Abby through. 

Since the audience never 
really gets to see what makes 
their relationship work in the 
first place, it seems outrageous 
that Abby would forgive her.   

There are barely any scenes 
of Abby and Harper as a happy 
couple, and for a film that ad-
vertised as a rom-com, there’s 
not much romance happen-
ing.

When Harper is outed at 
a holiday party by her sister, 
Sloane, she initially denies it, 

then confesses that it’s true 
and that she never came out 
because her father is obsessed 
with having a perfect family.  

Sloane reveals that she’s 
going through a divorce and 
didn’t tell their father for the 
same reason. She is forgiven 
by Harper because they went 
through “the same thing” with 
their father. Their mother as-
sures them that their father 
just needs some time to come 
around, and all is well. Roll 
credits.

At this point, one of my 
friends voiced what we were 
all thinking: “Who was that 
for?” 

The film’s biggest failure 
is equating the pressure of a 
divorce with the deep shame 
and fear closeted people feel 
during their most formative 
years and beyond. Acting as if 

Sloane outing her sister was 
justified because of her own 
struggles diminishes how 
painful it is to be outed. 

Normally I would assume 
that this point of view 
was written by straight 
people, but I know that 
many LGBTQ people 
worked on the film, 
so the only expla-
nation that makes 
sense to me is that 
forgiveness coming 
that easily was done 
to make the film di-
gestible for a straight 
audience.

Happiest Season 
also perpetuates the 
idea that we owe ho-
mophobic family members 
forgiveness for their poor 
treatment of us, which we ab-
solutely do not. The film needs 

to figure out which audience 
it’s intended for and what 
kind of message it’s trying to 
send. 

THURSDAY 12.10

MUSIC

FRIDAY 12.11

WEEKEND EVENTS

• HOLIDAYS WITH THE HAWKEYES, FEATURING THE HOLIDAY TUBAS,
   12:30 P.M., SCHOOL OF MUSIC, ONLINE EVENT

MUSIC

• POETRY BENEFIT FOR JUSTICE FOR MIGRANT WOMEN,
   7:30 P.M., ONLINE EVENT

REVIEW OF THE WEEK: Happiest Season 

Dead Week Dread

BY PARKER JONES
parker-jones@uiowa.edu

The Prom will make a dazzling debut 
on Netflix this weekend. 

Releasing Dec. 11, the musical come-
dy film follows small town high school 
student Emma Nolan, who has been 
banned from attending prom with her 
girlfriend. Meanwhile, four New York 
City stage stars down on their luck de-
cide that fixing Emma’s problem would 
be a perfect opportunity to resurrect 
their Broadway stardom. When their 
egocentric celebrity activism backfires, 
however, the foursome find their own 
lives changed as they rally to give Em-
ma a night where she can celebrate who 
she is. 

Directed by Ryan Murphy, The Prom 
is based on the Tony-nominated Broad-
way musical of the same name. Adapt-
ed for the screen by the show’s original 
lyricist Chad Beguelin and writer Bob 
Martin, the film is set to closely follow 
the original work. 

 The film features a star-studded cast, 
including Meryl Streep, James Corden, 
Nicole Kidman, and Andrew Rannells 
as the four formerly famous Broadway 

personalities. Emma is played by new-
comer Jo Ellen Pellman, and her girl-
friend Alyssa is played by Ariana De-
Bose. Comedian Keegan-Michael Key 
plays Emma’s high school principal, 
and the antagonistic PTA head is played 
by Kerry Washington. 

Netflix has come under fire for cast-
ing James Corden in a role of a gay man, 
when Corden himself is heterosexual. 
This contridiction of the film’s positive 
portrayal of the LGBTQ community has 
caused many to criticize Murphy and 
condemn The Prom altogether, accord-
ing to GQ magazine.  

Outside its controversy, the film has 
received mixed reviews from a variety 
of media outlets including The Guardian 
and Entertainment Weekly, with some 
praising the film’s message of self-love, 
while others say that it is narratively 
sloppy and cheesy. Audience reception 
has yet to be confirmed, though the film 
had a limited online release on Dec. 4 in 
some countries outside the U.S.

No matter the outcome, the film will 
be sure to have an impact on some-
one, through a spectacular, big-heart-
ed journey with many laughs along the 
way. 

SONG ARTIST ALBUM

Dead! My Chemical Romance The Black Parade 
Misery Business Paramore Riot!

I’m Not Okay (I Prom-
ise)

My Chemical Romance Three Cheers for Sweet 
Revenge

Bring Me To Life Evanescence Fallen

Still Breathing Green Day Revolution Radio
Walking Disaster Sum 41 Underclass Hero

Where Is My Mind? Pixies Surfer Rosa
The Kids Aren’t Alright The Offspring Americana

Famous Last Words My Chemical Romance The Black Parade

I HATE EVERYBODY Halsey Manic
Welcome To My Life Simple Plan Still Not Getting Any

Thnks fr th mmrs Fall Out Boy Infinity On High
Teenagers My Chemical Romance The Black Parade

Territorial Pissings Nirvana Nevermind
Adrenalize In This Moment Blood

(Nice Dream) Radiohead The Bends
all the kids are de-

pressed
Jeremy Zucker glisten

Stressed Out Twenty-One Pilots Blurryface
Dead On Arrival Fall Out Boy Take This To Your Grave

I Hate Everything About 
You

Three Days Grace Three Days Grace

SHUFFLE

YOUR WEEKEND PLAYLIST

HAPPIEST SEASO
N

THIS WEEK IN STREAMING

MISC

• PRESENTED BY THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC: UI BANDS BROADCAST,  
   7:30 P.M., ONLINE EVENT

The Prom

• PRESENTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DANCE: DANCE END OF SEMESTER
   EVENT, 8 P.M., ONLINE EVENT

DANCE

Dead week has arrived, scythe and all. Feel-
ing dreadful because your finals are about to 
mess you up? DI Arts has got you covered. Lis-
ten to our angsty playlist while you prepare for 
your exams. 

SATURDAY 12.12 SUNDAY 12.13 

MUSIC
• PRESENTED BY THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC: UI CHOIRS BROADCAST,
   7:30 P.M., ONLINE EVENT

• PRESENTED BY THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC: ELECTRONIC MUSIC STUDIO
   CONCERT 1, 7:30 P.M., ONLINE EVENT

MUSIC

2B 80 HOURS 



Obermann Center hosts discussion 
on bilingualism in Iowa

BY PARKER JONES
parker-jones@uiowa.edu

In recent years, the state 
of Iowa has seen rapid 
growth in its Latino popula-
tion, according to the State 
Data Center of Iowa. Along 
with this growth came an in-
crease of bilingualism in Io-
wa, for which the Obermann 
Center for Advanced Studies 
has seen an active need for 
conversations about, includ-
ing an increased need for bi-
lingual education. 

The center will present 
“Obermann Around the Ta-
ble: A View of Bilingual Ed-
ucation in Iowa” on Dec. 9, 
the second event of its new 
virtual discussion series. The 
interactive event will discuss 
bilingualism as a whole, be-
fore narrowing to pursue an 
increase in education about 
bilingualism. The conversa-
tion will ultimately further 
the center's exploration of 
how Latinos are now a driv-
ing force in Iowa and the 
Midwest, and have greatly 
and positively impacted ma-
ny aspects of society. 

Each Obermann Around 
the Table discussion in-
cludes a performance from a 
University of Iowa artist that 
brings a creative perspective 
to the topic, followed by an 
academic presentation from 
a UI scholar. The audience 
is then included in a large, 
rich conversation that delves 
deeper into the subject. For 
this event, UI professor 
Christine Shea will present 
the academic portion of the 
panel. 

Shea, a professor in the 
Department of Linguistics, 
has a specific focus on re-

searching bilingualism. She 
said this conversation is an 
important one, because it 
brings light to the rapidly 
growing population of Lati-
nos in Iowa and reflects on 
Iowa’s ideals as a society, ac-
cepting that speakers of lan-
guages other than English 
have a right to use their lan-
guages and maintain them. 

She noted that the defi-
nition of bilingualism goes 
beyond speaking a binary of 
two languages.

“There are many many, 
many different ways of ex-
pressing ourselves, and be-
ing open to what bilingual-
ism really means expands 
that and helps us sort of 
grow on a specific but also 
kind of a broader level,” Shea 
said.

Writer Chuy Renteria 
will read from a portion of 
his upcoming memoir as 
the artistic presentation 
for the panel. The public 
engagement coordinator 
for Hancher Auditorium is 
based in West Liberty, Io-
wa, the state’s first majority 
Hispanic town, according 
to NPR. His book, titled 
We Heard It When We Were 
Young, focuses on his famil-
ial relationships in the con-
text of language, specifically 
his relationship with his fa-
ther, as well as what being 
bilingual means to him. 

Renteria, a son of immi-
grants, also said that a con-
versation about bilingual-
ism in Iowa is important 
because it is more universal 
than many people believe, 
and affects everyone, not 
just those who speak multi-
ple languages.

“Even if you think [the 

conversation] doesn’t per-
tain to you, I’m willing to bet 
that it does,” Renteria said. “I 
think it speaks to how there’s 
different relationships in 
different towns close to Io-
wa City that people might 
not consider. You just go 20 
minutes out to these towns, 
and a lot of times you’re go-
ing to see there’s way more 

diversity.” 
Newly launched in 

November because of 
COVID-19, the Obermann 
Center’s Around the Table 
series aims to speak on a va-
riety of important issues in 
the context of political and 
cultural events in 2020 that 
impact local communities, 
through a combination of 

artistic and academic per-
spectives. 

In an email to The Daily 
Iowan, Obermann Center 
Director Teresa Mangum 
wrote that the program ac-
complishes the center’s mis-
sion to share the work of 
artists and scholars at the UI 
with a public audience while 
also offering a way to con-

sider large cultural issues on 
a more local scale.

“We hope the program 
will spark honest reflections 
on where we are and creative 
action steps as we identify 
what changes are needed 
and steps we can take indi-
vidually and collectively to 
create change,” Mangum 
wrote. 

The Obermann Center for Advanced Studies will host a talk on bilingualism and bilingual education in Iowa. The talk will 
feature both an artistic and academic perspective from UI Professor Christine Shea and storyteller Chuy Renteria.

Daniel McGregor-Huyer/The Daily Iowan
Author Jesus “Chuy” Renteria standing in front of Hancher Auditorium is seen on Sunday, December 6 2020. Renteria and Associate Professor 
Christine Shea will attend Obermann Around The Table to talk about their bilingual experiences and bilingualism in Iowa as a whole. 

the group travels across the 
state to research Bigfoot in 
the form of  “hunts.” 

During hunts, the group 
tries to capture audio and 
video of the slightest in-
dication of Bigfoot activi-
ty. They attempt to attract 
the creature toward them 
through “Bigfoot calls,” a 
sound made by producing 
long, ape-like howls into 
the night.

The group’s extensive 
research has been turned 
into a documentary enti-
tled “Squatch Iowa,” which 
debuted on YouTube in late 
October. Currently with 
6,000 views, “Squatch Io-
wa” follows the group’s ma-
ny Bigfoot hunts, including 
a large-scale hunt at Yellow 
River State Forest, analy-
sis of their findings, and 
stories of firsthand experi-
ences from fellow Iowans 
and hunters. Their findings 
range from audio and vid-
eo evidence to unexplained 
animal tracks.

“Squatch Iowa” toys with 
the theory that the Bigfoot 
may not be a fully flesh-

and-blood creature, but 
possibly a spiritual or extra-
terrestrial being. 

There are several theories 
of exactly what kind of crea-
ture Bigfoot may be. One 
theory Seth Alne has is that 
Bigfoot may be an evolu-
tion of the Nephilim: crea-
tures mentioned in the Old 
Testament of the Bible that 
formed as the offspring of 
angels and humans. 

Both Alne brothers also 
believe the creature could 
be a descendant of the Gi-
gantopithecus, an extinct 
species of giant ape found 
in Southeast Asia.  Iowa na-
tive and original member of 
the group, Dan Gehrt, said 
anything is possible.

“I don't think anything's 
out of the realm of possi-
bility, especially with Big-
foot, because nobody real-
ly knows anything about 
him,” Gehrt said. “The idea 
of Bigfoot being spiritual is 
not entirely out of the ques-
tion, but also there is no 
definitive research on the 
topic.”

Gehrt also acts as the 
group’s skeptic, challenging 
their ideas with scientific 
reasoning.

“Yeah, I'm still skeptical 
to this day,” he said. “But 

the reason I'm researching 
it with these guys is that 
there's hundreds of thou-

sands of cases of people 
in the woods seeing some-
thing and, you know, they 

say it's not a bear, they're 
not a deer or anything like 
that. [...] even one percent 

of those cases are 99 per-
cent could be hoaxes, or 
they could see something 
like a deer or something 
like that, but there's still 
a one percent chance that 
they saw something.” 

The group has expe-
rienced some backlash 
through social media due to 
their research. The group’s 
biggest critique comes 
from the hunting commu-
nity; some people believe 
that they should be hunt-
ing Bigfoot how one would 
hunt deer. Since Bigfoot 
behaves in a different way 
than deer, the group said 
that Bigfoot cannot be 
hunted like deer. 

 While group members 
know many may think these 
ideas are far-fetched, Jesse 
Alne said they are striving 
to find answers about the 
mysterious with reason and 
logic. 

“Our biggest thing is we’ll 
never tell you, ‘This is what 
Bigfoot is. And this is how 
he is and this is what he 
does.’ We just tell you our 
experiences,” Jesse Alne 
said. 
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 1 Change from “Gojira” to “Godzilla,” say
 4 Options when picking locks?
 8 Covers a lot, in a way
13 Jobs creation
15 Laugh riot
16 Group whose teens go through rumspringa
17 Euro, Zloty
19 ___ Motel
20 Frolicking river mammals
21 Salon competitor
23 What many students look forward to: Abbr.
24 0-0, say
26 Indigo, Cerulean
30 Pool table surface
32 Recharge, in a way
34 Many major retailers
35 Skull and Bones members
37 Keebler cracker brand
39 Conk
40 Macaw, Tern
43 Reward for a successful defense, in brief
45 “Rumor has it …”
46 Trade
48 Subject of many articles in Allure and Seventeen
50 It may get a light gloss
52 Slips
54 Noon, Eleven
56 Sky safety org.
58 Ming in the Basketball Hall of Fame
59 In ___ (developing)
61 Serene
63 Minute Maid Park pro
66 Satellite, Pulitzer
68 Reeves of “The Matrix”
69 Singe
70 Pennsylvania’s Flagship City
71 Sentiment in a teenager’s diary
72 Vehicle with a medallion
73 Trophy case locale

 1 Go extinct
 2 High and dry
 3 In France it’s “le 14 juillet”
 4 “Anybody up for it?”
 5 F-, for one
 6 Takes a turn, in a board game
 7 13-Across accessories
 8 Top choices for one’s birthday?
 9 Tiny organism
10 Itinerary word
11 F1 neighbor
12 “Silence!”
14 Stock at a salon
18 TV personality who once said in an ad, “The only 
 thing bolder than Fuze Iced Tea is ME!”
22 Facebook offerings: Abbr.
25 N.W.A member known as “The Godfather of Gangsta
  Rap”
27 Something in a book lover’s wallet
28 Game akin to crazy eights
29 Medium strength?
31 Cook of Apple
33 Of prisons
36 “Tell me already!”
38 Roman font feature
41 Minty herb
42 She may be ruminating
43 Grp. concerned with gutters and pins
44 Lady bird
47 Midwest expanse
49 Results of some drivers’ mistakes
51 Some of the Dead Sea Scrolls
53 Dripping
55 At attention
57 In the manner of
60 Factory-inspecting org.
62 Something a magician may conjure
63 Ella Marija Lani Yelich-O’Connor ___ Lorde
64 D.C. V.I.P.
65 It must do it
67 “___ et Lux” (motto for Tufts University)
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