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Football hiatus sacks 
IC commerce

BY WILL FINEMAN 
william-fineman@uiowa.edu

 
Hawkeye football games have not 

taken place so far this fall, and local busi-
nesses are feeling the financial effects.

On Aug. 11, The Big Ten Conference 
confirmed what sports fans across the 
country had feared for months. Fall ath-
letics, including football, would be post-
poned because of COVID-19. That deci-
sion was revisited over the weekend and 
reports indicate the Big Ten’s presidents 
and chancellors will vote this week on 
whether to start the conference’s football 
season in October.

Either way, the decision will be crucial 
to the local economy.

The small businesses that are the heart 
of the Iowa City culture and economy 

have been bruised and battered by the 
pandemic. They have and are losing reve-
nue, furloughing or laying off employees, 
pivoting business models, and relying 
on government programs and in order 
to stay afloat. After months of financial 
hardship, losing football in September 
and the business it brings has been the 
last thing small business owners wanted.

“We will definitely see a loss of busi-
ness, and it’s unprecedented because 
there has never been a loss of football 
that I can remember at least,” said Brock 
Dixon, the general manager of Vine Tav-
ern and Eatery in Iowa City. “With this 
whole COVID-19 thing, everyone is al-
ready running on empty right now, and 
we’re not sure if we are going to get that 
next boom or that next football intake.”

The impact of Iowa football on the ar-

ea is no small matter. A 2014 study done 
by the Iowa City/Coralville Area Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau found that a 
seven-game home schedule of Iowa foot-
ball brings in more than $110 million to 
Johnson County. 

“Vine would usually be packed and sell 
out every table with people still wanting 
to come in, and we wouldn’t have space 
for them until after the game,” Dixon 
said. “If there is no in-town game that 
people are traveling to then that number 
is going to go way down.” 

After already dealing with massive 
losses from the early stages of the coro-
navirus pandemic, the many hotels of 
Iowa City are potentially facing the big-
gest hit from the loss of athletics this fall. 
Even if the Big Ten does opt to play a sea-
son starting in October, it’s unclear how 

many games Iowa City will host.
According to Think Iowa City, the de-

mand for hotel rooms in Johnson County 
for July was down 26 percent from the 
previous year. In April — when the pan-
demic was at its worst for the hospitality 
industry — demand was down 70 per-
cent from its 2019 figure, a loss of about 
37,700 rooms sold. Considering Think 
Iowa City’s average price for a Johnson 
County room is $68.33, that is a loss of 
over $2.5 million dollars for area hotels. 

“Our occupancy rates for hotels in 
September, October, and November of 
each year is around 60 to 70 percent,” 
said Nick Pfeiffer, Think Iowa City vice 
president of marketing and communica-
tions. “In January, February, and March, 

BY SABINE MARTIN AND BRIAN GRACE
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Some University of Iowa students who have self-reported 
having COVID-19 symptoms or reported being around some-
one with the virus say they have been unable to schedule tests 
and are left unsure of what to do next. 

Director of Student Health Paul Natvig said that UI Stu-
dent Health has facilitated over 2,000 coronavirus tests since 
the start of classes. This includes tests conducted by UI Stu-
dent Health and tests conducted at UI Hospitals and Clinics 
that were ordered by UI Student Health. 

“This fluctuates depending on demand and the spread of 
the virus in our community. It has been between 100 and 500 
per day,” Natvig said in an email to The Daily Iowan

UI Campus Health Officer Daniel Fick said that the UI bases 
its COVID-19 mitigation decisions from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention guidelines from June 30. It also 
follows the Iowa Department of Public Health, the Johnson 
County Public Health, and  the American College Health Asso-

ciation’s suggestions, as well.  
Fick said that the UI recommends that students who think 

that they have been exposed but are not experiencing symp-
toms should be quarantined for 10 days before getting admin-
istered a COVID-19 test. 

“After exposure, it can take up to 14 days to develop enough 
virus to test positive. Testing too soon can result in an inaccu-
rate result. Known close contacts must quarantine regardless 
of a negative test result,” Fick said.

He said that the UI only tests symptomatic students or stu-
dents who have been in close contact with people who have 
the virus because administered mass testing can result in 
damaged or inconclusive results and excessive false negatives.

“One-time testing only provides data for a specific point in 
time and can miss cases in the early stages of infection, giving 
students a false sense of security… [it] requires significant re-
sources, including trained staff to conduct the tests, personal 
protective equipment, and physical space for conducting test-

BY NATALIE DUNLAP 
natalie-dunlap@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa — embarking on the 
college journey under unprecedented circum-
stances — saw an anticipated dip in enrolled 
students in its latest freshman class.

The class of 2024 has 456 fewer students 
than the class of 2023, with a total of 4,530, ac-
cording to fall enrollment numbers released 
on Sept. 10. The report cited COVID-19 as the 
cause for decreased enrollment. Graduate stu-
dents total 6,170 — 270 more than in fall 2019 
— and professional students total 1,873 — 25 
more than the previous year.

The class of 2024 entered the UI under cir-
cumstances unlike any class before them. 
Though this year has presented many un-
knowns to first-year students, the university 
now has more information about the class as 
a whole.

In an email to The Daily Iowan, Associate Vice 
President for Enrollment Management Brent 
Gage said the UI did not have a way to predict 
the impact the pandemic would have on en-
rollment, but it knew “personal health factors, 
family members at risk, and changes to their 
financial situation” would impact students’ de-
cision to enroll.

“We are very happy with our fall enroll-
ment, as there were so many new challenges 
to overcome as we prepared for the fall,” Gage 
said. “Our goal was to enroll 4,700-5,000 new 
students and, with the loss of so many inter-
national students that were unable to enroll, 
getting above 4,500 is a testament to the many 
hours our admissions team worked to bring 
these students to campus.”

UI President Bruce Harreld told the state 

Enrollment 
dips for 
freshman 
class

SEE TESTING, 2

Navigating the testing maze 

SEE ENROLLMENT, 2

The University of Iowa tests symptomatic students, but students who have 
come into contact with someone who has COVID-19 must quarantine for 

10 days before getting a test. 

Fewer students will make 
up the incoming class at the 
University of Iowa.

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
TEST IOWA site 5455 Kirkwood Blvd S.W. Cedar Rapids. As seen on Aug. 26.

Four Panhellenic chapters 
placed on interim suspen-
sion 
The University of Iowa placed four 
Greek chapters on interim suspension 
after allegations that the chapters 
violated the student agreement 
related to COVID-19. 

Group fitness contin-
ues online and socially 
distanced
Group fitness classes at Recre-
ation Services have moved to 
continue to maintain a sense 
of community, both online and 
in-person.

Census faces delays
Iowa City High will take on Iowa 
Due to natural disasters and the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 
Census has faced delays and 
decreased response rates nation-
wide. As the deadline of Sept. 30 
approaches, the Census Bureau 
is unsure it will have all states 
properly counted.  

McKee sisters reunite in 
Black and Gold
After competing together in high 
school, cross country runners 
Brooke and Jessica McKee have 
been reunited on Iowa’s cross 
country team. While their season 
is currently postponed, the sisters 
have still enjoyed their first 
semester together on campus.

Point/Counterpoint: Can 
the Cyclones bounce 
back?
After an embarrassing 31-14 loss to 
Louisiana on Saturday afternoon, 
the Iowa State Cyclones will be 
looking to rebound next weekend. 
Sports Editor Austin Hanson and 
Pregame Editor Robert Read 
debate the likelihood of a Cyclone 
bounce-back next Saturday.

33

55

66

66

33

SEE FOOTBALL, 2

After seven months of financial burden due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Iowa City small business faces a 
tough future due to the postponement of Iowa football.

Casey Stone/The Daily Iowan
Kinnick Stadium empty on what would have been the football season opener, Sept. 5.

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
Brock Dixon, the general manager of the Iowa City Vine, is seen on Sept. 8.



ing safely and ensuring pri-
vacy,” Fick said. 

After coming in close contact 
with one of his peers who tested 
and it took five different calls to 
talk to somebody. They told me 

that they wouldn’t test me, and 
I had to stay in my room for 10 
days and if I had symptoms to 
call them back,” he said. 

Luebke said he was frustrat-
ed that student athletes had 
recieved tests on a weekly basis 
while he struggled to schedule 
a test when he said he felt he 
needed one.

“I heard that all of the UI ath-
letes get tested every week, and 

here I am paying full tuition 
and I can’t even get a test when I 
actually need one,” Luebke said.  

UIHC tests patients that are 
exhibiting symptoms and peo-
ple who have been identified 
as a close contact of someone 
who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, Fick said.

He said the CDC defines 
close contact if you were with-
in six feet of someone who has 
COVID-19 for a total of 15 min-
utes or more. Other possible 
situations of close contact that 
would qualify a student to get 
tested at the UI are: 

· You provided care at home 
to someone who is sick with 
COVID-19.

· You had direct physi-
cal contact with the person 
(hugged or kissed them).

· You shared eating or 
drinking utensils.

· They sneezed, coughed, 
or somehow got respiratory 
droplets on you.

When Luebke came in-
to close contact with his 
friend who tested positive for 
COVID-19, he said that he had 
no way of getting anywhere 
else to get tested. 

Many UI students get test-
ed for COVID-19 at Test Iowa, 
which is a testing program fa-
cilitated through the state. 

“All of our tests are drive up 
sites. Clinic sites are open to 
anyone to get tested, you just 
need to fill out the assessment 
and get a QR code, etc. There's 
no criteria on symptoms, Of-

fice of the Governor of Iowa 
Communications Director Pat 
Garrett said. 

Garrett said Test Iowa has 
provided the universities with 
test kits to the universities.

“What we've done is we've 
provided them test kits and 
the ability to get their stu-
dents through the system,” 
Garrett said. “We've only pro-
vided so many tests to each 
university and so it's up to the 
university to administer what 
their criteria is.” 

 Assistant vice president 
for external relations Jeneane 
Beck said that the UI expects 
students to truthfully report 
their COVID-19 symptoms 
and close contact experiences. 

“We rely on our students, 
faculty, and staff to provide 
accurate information about 
their health and any potential 
symptoms to their provider 
in order to ensure those who 
most need to be tested are 
able to be tested in a timely 
manner,” Beck said. 

Another freshman at the 
University of Iowa, Maddison 
Smith, said she had contacted 
the Student Health Nurseline 
after being listed as a close 
contact by a friend when she 
was out of town during Labor 
Day weekend. Smith said that 
UIHC asked her to quarantine 
for 14 days. Smith said she 
was denied a test at UI Stu-
dent Health and decided to 
get tested at a Test Iowa site in 
Davenport instead. 

“I had no problems going 
back to Iowa City to get test-
ed because I heard that it was 
what you were supposed to 
do,” Smith said. “I told them 
that I was quarantining in 
the dorm, and someone from 
[the UI] called me and wanted 
to clarify that I was at home 
in isolation. I asked them if 
I could set up a test and they 
said that I need to call the 
nurseline.”

Smith said she’s in the 
process of moving out of her 
residence hall after her ex-
perience with UI’s COVID-19 
testing efforts.

“I am pretty frustrated 
with the university’s efforts 
— I really wish that all in-
struction was online,” Smith 
said. I thought that being in 
the dorms was going to be a 
worthwhile investment.
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Bicycle Tips: Repair Stations
Need air in your tires?

Brakes need adjusting?
    • 10 FREE campus DIY bicycle
        repair stations.
      • Stations have tools for basic
          bike repair and an air pump.
          • Locations listed online.

transportation.uiowa.edu

that number is normally around 
50 percent, so there is definitely 
a swing of about 10 percent 
during the football months in a 
normal year.”

Angela Harrington is the 
owner of the newly renovated 
and renamed Highlander Hotel 
in Iowa City. With its 57-year 
history before Harrington took 
the reins last December, the ho-
tel has been one of Iowa City’s 
most iconic places to stay. 

“Even in its most distressing 
days before I bought it, the ho-
tel would sell out,” Harrington 
said. “Even though it ranked 
dead last on Tripadvisor for Io-
wa City hotels, it would sell out 
every Iowa football game.”

Prior to the season being 
postponed, when the Big Ten 
announced the conference foot-
ball Aug. 5, Harrington said that 
the Highlander quickly sold out 
rooms for all five home games. 

Iowa Athletic Director Gary 
Barta announced the next day 
that the capacity at Kinnick 
Stadium would be reduced to 
approximately 10,000 to 15,000 
seats per game.

“There was this brief time 
where it was thought that they 
would play games with [lim-
ited] fans in the stands, and 
while that was the thought, 
we had no cancellations,” Har-
rington said. “People were go-
ing to come to have fun at the 
hotel, watch the game on TV, 
and be in Iowa City to celebrate 
football even if they couldn’t be 
in the stands or tailgate at the 
stadium.”

Harrington said that they 
called all of the parties who 
made reservations to make sure 
they still wanted to keep them 
even if no fans would be allowed 
in the stadium. The excitement 
of Iowa football fans to be in Io-
wa City, whether in Kinnick or 
not, had not hindered. They all 
were still going to come.

Now with the season post-
poned, everyone who made a 
reservation at the Highlander 
hotel for those football week-
ends has canceled.  

“We in Iowa have got to get 
those case counts to drop for 
an extended period of time so 
that consumer confidence can 
come back enough for locals, 
state residents, and residents 
of surrounding states,” Har-
rington said. “States that are 
seeing declines for a long peri-

od of time are seeing consumer 
confidence go up.”

The Iowa City Area Busi-
ness Partnership did a survey 
in mid-August of its member 
businesses about their financial 
confidence. Of the 120 busi-
nesses that responded to their 
survey, five percent stated that 
they were considering closing, 
and 66 percent reported that 
they have already experienced a 
decrease in sales ranging from 
1-50 percent. 

They also asked business-
es what they were most con-
cerned about this fall, and the 
most common responses were 
concerns about the UI having 
to close and what will happen 
without football. 

While the apparent loss of 
fall athletics is frustrating for 
business owners, both Har-
rington and Dixon said they 
understand why the Big Ten 
chose this path and are happy 
that student-athlete safety has 
been made the top priority. 

“That is what is so challeng-
ing for these business owners 
is that lives vs livelihood thing,” 
said Kim Casko, president and 
CEO of the Iowa City Area Busi-
ness Partnership. “Businesses 
want to keep their employees 
healthy and keep their custom-

ers safe, but they also want to 
keep their businesses afloat and 
it’s hard balancing those two 
things.”

Iowa City nighttime mayor, 
Joe Reilly, said the disappoint-
ment for him stems from the 
loss of new and diverse travelers 
that would get to experience the 
unique atmosphere of down-
town Iowa City when they come 
to see the Hawkeyes play. 

“It definitely changes the 
vibe of downtown, and you 
know on a Friday night we 
don’t have the marching band 
going through and Saturdays 
are different too,” Reilly said. 
“There will not be so much of a 
mix of visitors this fall because 
you would have alumni who 
pick a game, fans from travel-
ing Big Ten schools, and I think 
we in the downtown district 
have something unique to of-
fer because it is such a small, 
compact walkable area with so 
many things to do.”

Small business owners 
across Iowa City have shown 
perseverance through uncer-
tain times that has never been 
seen before.

However, with the loss of 
a huge driver of the Johnson 
County economy, it is only be-
coming harder for these own-

ers to get by. Without more 
government aid, the future for 
many small businesses remains 
unclear. 

“For businesses like mine 
and restaurants who saw a 95 
percent decline in revenue from 
one month to the next, [govern-
ment programs] only made it 
possible for those businesses to 
go 90 days,” Harrington said. “If 
there is not another relief bill, 
you are looking at the landscape 
of Iowa, especially indepen-
dent, small businesses, chang-
ing forever.”

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
The University of Iowa Spirit Squad gathered outside of the Stead Family Children's Hospital on Sept. 12, to continue the tradition of The Wave.

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Board of Regents in May that 
the university anticipated enroll-
ment would be down around 9 to 
10 percent. Enrollment in gradu-
ate and professional programs, 
he said, would rise as students 
choose to enroll in advanced de-
gree programs rather than enter 
the job market with high unem-
ployment.

Aside from the decrease in 
enrollment, the 2024 class looks 
very similar to previous years. 
About 21 percent of the class are 

first-generation students, com-
pared to 22 percent last year.

Students that identify as 
members of a minority group al-
so make up 21 percent of the class 
of 2024, a one percent increase 
from last year. Iowa residents 
make up 58 percent of this year’s 
class, a two percent increase 
from last year.

According to the report, this 
is the fourth consecutive year 
that the first-year class has beat 
previous records for highest high 
school GPA at the UI. The class of 
2024 averaged a 3.78 GPA, top-
ping last year’s 3.76 mark.

UI Vice President for Student 
Life Sarah Hansen said in the 

report released Sept. 10 that the 
UI will overcome the challenges 
it faces with COVID-19, as it has 
overcome adversity in the past.

“This year’s incoming class is 
as accomplished and diverse as 
ever, and I know that they will 
make their mark on the Uni-
versity of Iowa,” Hansen said. 
“The Class of 2024 has already 
shown their resiliency as their 
senior year in high school was 
disrupted. We are so grateful to 
have them here on campus, and 
I look forward to working with 
our new students to continue 
our commitment to building 
a diverse, equitable, and inclu-
sive campus community for all 

Hawkeyes.”
Looking ahead at the class 

of 2025, Gage said the circum-
stances of COVID-19 have taught 
the Office of Enrollment Man-
agement how important virtual 
tools are in engaging students 
across the country.

“It was common to have stu-
dents from 20-30 different states 
attend our virtual admissions 
programs over the summer,” 
Gage said. “Providing these pro-
grams in a virtual format pro-
vided students an opportunity 
to attend a program they would 
not have been able to otherwise. 
There were also many students 
who did plan to enroll but have 

chosen to wait until next fall. 
This is something we are plan-

ning to monitor closely so we can 
manage enrollment next fall.”

ENROLMENT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

TESTING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Infographic by Kate Doolittle

Casey Stone/The Daily Iowan
Kinnick Stadium empty on what would have been the football season 
opener, Sept. 5.

WAVE NO MATTER WHAT

http://transportation.uiowa.edu
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People that attend group fit-
ness classes aren’t just going for 
a workout. Regular attendees are 
building a community within 
their classes. 

University of Iowa Senior As-
sociate Director of Recreational 
Services Brian Baxter said keep-

ing those communities alive was 
a concern for the recreation ad-
ministrators and fitness instruc-
tors when gyms initially closed 
in March.

Rachel Cole, a Zumba instruc-
tor at the UI, said she and her 
colleagues were quick to start of-
fering online classes when they 
could no longer meet in person.

“At the beginning ... it was 

so hard to feel the same type of 
energy, especially at first. I was 
so worried about the music and 
the lighting and my cats in the 
background. There was just a lot 
more going on to pay attention 
to,” Cole said. “It felt very hard 
to get that same kind of Zumba 
excitement, feel it. Surprisingly 
after a few weeks of it, I felt like 
I could get up just as much ener-

gy and excitement for my online 
classes. I got much more used to 
it than I expected. And I think 
it helped that some people on 
Zoom kept their videos on.”

Cole said she got more visibil-
ity as an instructor with classes 
being offered online. She was 
able to teach different people 
than she had before. 

“The addition of virtual fit-

ness programming has helped 
those that feel more comfort-
able teaching and training from 
home, so that's been huge for 
us,” Baxter said. “At the same 
time, it has given us a new ave-
nue to reach first timers, body 
image conscious individuals, 
those taking care of children 
and family from home and, and 
those with tighter windows to 
exercise.” 

Since reopening facilities, 
group fitness classes are of-
fered in person again, while 
some classes have stayed online 
for instructors and attendants 
more comfortable working out 
at home. 

To attend an in-person class, 
participants must register ahead 
of time and each class has a ca-
pacity limit depending on the 
size of the room, Baxter said. 
Face coverings are required and 
there are markings in the room 
to show appropriate social dis-
tancing. 

Cole said having both online 
and in-person classes available is 
important to meet the needs of 
different people. UI Recreational 
Services reduced class density to 
allow for social distancing, so the 
virtual option also gives more 
people access to class, she said.

“I think a lot of the communi-
ty members and some students 
are very happy to have virtual 
options,” Cole said. “... But for 
the students who are, you know, 
living in dorms, there's not really 
a great location for them to do 
a virtual class from. Especially 

something like Zumba, where 
they need to be moving around. 
I think they really appreciate that 
we have some in-person class 
options.”

There was a learning curve in 
getting used to socially distant 
in-person classes, Cole said. 

“The hardest part for me is 
that I feel like I can't convey emo-
tion for my classes much with a 
mask on, because usually in reg-
ular practice I don't talk, aside 
from a few cheers and encour-
agement,” Cole said. “… A lot of 
the communication is through 
facial expression, and that defi-
nitely is harder now so I have 
to smile really, really big under 
my mask so that maybe they can 
sense it.”

UI yoga instructor Claire Hu-
guelet said she uses humor with 
her students to adjust to the cir-
cumstances they are practicing 
under. 

“I have made jokes about our 
awareness of our breath being 
more ‘in our face’ these days, 
and encouraged students to 
notice their response to wear-
ing masks, indicating that re-
activity or irritability are not 
wrong things to feel,” Hugulet 
said in an email to The Daily Io-
wan. “Overall, the students who 
have come to my class have not 
complained to me about the 
masks, and instead been very 
grateful that in-person classes 
are an option. The feeling of 
community is well worth it to 
me and some members I have 
talked to.”

Spreading out to sweat it out
Group fitness instructors at the UI are working to keep class communities alive online and in-person.

BY RACHEL STEIL
rachel-steil@uiowa.edu

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has, in many ways, turned the 
2020 census upside down. From 
delays to safety concerns to re-
sponse rate deficits, the outlook 
of the census, the data of which 
billions of dollars of funding al-
locations is based on, has been 
shaken.

Al Fontenot, the bureau’s top 
official warned in a court fil-
ing Friday that the U.S. Census 
Bureau faced significant risks 
to completing the count by the 
Sept. 30 deadline.

Partnership Coordinator at 
the Census Bureau Samuel Fet-
tig said the census’ fundamental 
mission remains — count every-
one once, only once, and in the 
right place. 

The census occurs once a 
decade, beginning early in the 
year with self-reporting online, 
mail-in reports, and check-in by 
door-to-door census takers. Resi-
dents should report to the census 
where they were living on April 1.

The Census Bureau was forced 
to put a hold on operations due 
to COVID-19 precautions. As a 
result, operations for the census 
were significantly delayed, Fettig 
said. 

“When the pandemic hit in 
March, the Census Bureau kind 
of scaled back temporarily and 
put a freeze on those in-person 
field operations until we could 
find a way to do them safely,” 
Fettig said. 

This freeze set the bureau back 
months, he added, as data collec-
tion was supposed to have ended 
in July. 

“Our field work where our 
census takers go door-to-door, 
for example, was originally going 
to have started back in May— 
that started in August instead,” 
Fettig said. 

Such delays have greatly im-
pacted the bureau’s ability to 
complete the census on time. 
Fontenot said in Friday’s filing 
that it is unlikely the Census 
Bureau will have all states suffi-
ciently counted by the Sept. 30 
deadline. 

“We are, however, facing 
significant risks to complete 
all states by [Sept. 30], due to 
factors beyond the Census Bu-
reau’s control, such as wildfires 
in the western part of our coun-
try, major storms, resurgence of 
COVID-19 restrictions and other 
similar disruptions,” the state-
ment said. 

Coping with delays and re-
strictions, Fettig said census tak-
ers are out in the field now to fol-
low up with those that have not 
completed the census. They have 

been equipped with 
personal protective 
equipment and so-
cial distance train-
ing to fight against 
the pandemic, he 
said. 

“Census takers 
are trained to fol-
low public health 
and safety proto-
cols, which require: 
wearing of face 
masks, maintain-
ing social distance 
of 6 feet or more, 
practicing hand hy-
giene, not entering 
homes, and con-
ducting interviews 
outside as much 
as possible,” Cen-
sus Bureau Media 
Specialist Maureen 
Schriner wrote in 
an email to The Dai-
ly Iowan.

Schriner said the 
current response 
rate in Iowa is 86.2 
percent, and cen-
sus takers are try-
ing to bridge the 
gap between Iowa’s 
response rate and 
the goal of the high-
est response rate 
possible. In-person 
visits from census 
takers is prevent-
able, however, if 
residents self-respond to the cen-
sus by mail or online, she said.

There are concerns not only 
with delays, but with a major 
decrease in response rates for 
the 2020 census. Fettig said the 
effects of derecho and a pan-
demic have moved the census 
down on people’s list of priori-
ties. 

“What we are looking at cur-
rently is a deficit from what [re-
sponse rates] had been in past 
years at this time,” Assistant City 
Manager of Iowa City Ashley 
Monroe said. 

Monroe said Johnson Coun-
ty currently has a total self-re-
sponse rate of 71.6 percent. Some 
areas of Johnson County, howev-
er, that saw 55 percent respond at 
this time in 2010, are responding 
at just 30 percent now in 2020, 
she said. 

Fettig said responding to the 
census is crucial because it en-
sures federal funding, political 
representation, and access to 
services people rely on. 

“Over $675 billion in feder-
al funding is distributed every 
year based on census data,” Fet-
tig said. “When we talk about 
something like a pandemic or an 
emergency response, census da-
ta is looked at.”

2020 census approaches deadline
Freezes on operations and response rate deficits leave the Census Bureau unlikely to meet their Sept. 30 deadline.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Instructor Rachel Cole teaches a Strong by Zumba class at the CRWC on Sept. 11.

Matthew Hsieh/The Daily Iowan
A census awareness lawn sign during a rainy day in front of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs building on Sept. 10. COVID-19 has made collecting the census a 
harder task than in previous years so this sign promotes taking the census online.

http://homecoming.uiowa.edu
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We are members of the Iowa 
Freedom Riders, a multi-racial 
collective of BIPOC individuals, 
white allies, and other margin-
alized groups who believe in the 
Black Lives Matter ideals that have 
been highlighted throughout the 
country this summer. When the 
nation watched George Floyd’s 
murder on video, several of us 
went to Minneapolis to join the 
protests. We were inspired by 
the ways in which the commu-
nity mobilized, and saw the city 
council working with the com-
munity to make systemic change. 
We knew that a movement like 
this was possible and necessary 
in Iowa City - many of us knew 
firsthand from our experiences as 
young Black people in Iowa City 
that this progressive community 
can also be blind to the effects of 
racism on BIPOC people who live 
here.

For weeks this summer, we 
marched every single day. We 
were joined by many more people 
who shared their personal expe-
riences of not feeling protected 
by a system that claims to protect 
and serve everyone. We worked 
with other community organiza-
tions to form demands around 
our message and our movement, 
and brought those demands to the 
City, County, and State. We rec-
ognized that as youth organizers, 
we needed to find others with pol-
icy experience, and worked with 
lawyers and academics. It is beau-
tiful that this collective of youth 
activists, academics, community 
organizers, and groups that have 
been leading change in various 
ways have come together to mobi-
lize for change for Black lives. We 
moved from marches and protests 
to an organized and intentional 
push for policy change within our 
community, and celebrated the 
first step of that change when the 
17-point resolution passed the City 
Council. 

So with all of that progress, 
why did protests begin again two 
weeks ago? We returned to the 
streets because we were grieving 
and angry that in the midst of 
this national reckoning, another 
Black man in Kenosha named 
Jacob Blake was shot seven times 
in the back, entering a vehicle 
with his children, in a routine 
police interaction by a system 
that claims to protect and serve 

everyone. We returned to the 
streets because here at home, a 
judge ruled that the Iowa City po-
lice had stopped, searched, used 
a stun gun, and arrested a Black 
man leaving Hyvee without cause 
and based on racial profiling. We 
returned to the streets because 
after our City voted unanimously 
in June to restructure the police 
and redirect funding toward 
mental health professionals and 
transformative justice, it was 
considering a police request for 
$300,000 for updated tasers, a 
form of violence that would most 
likely be used on BIPOC bodies. 
Meanwhile, we are still waiting 
for the City to appoint a commit-
tee to recommend concrete po-
lice changes.

We are proud of the steps to-
ward progress, but we will not sit 
down and be quiet, because po-
lice brutality didn’t just end when 
we passed a resolution. Every day 
brings more trauma from new 
examples of violence and indiffer-
ence for Black lives. In our recent 
protests, white supremacists used 
their cars as weapons to attack 
protestors two days in a row. The 
first attack got some press atten-

tion, but the next night, a police 
officer was on the scene as a cou-
ple tried to back their car into the 
crowd, yelled “white power”, and 
threw a rootbeer bottle at protes-
tors. The police officer did noth-
ing. Who were they protecting? 
Meanwhile, when a few peaceful, 
unarmed protestors expressed 
their grief and frustration with 
paint, the response from police 
was swift, aggressive, and severe. 
Armed police shoved one of our 
members off her bike. Four police 
cars intimidated another young 
Black protestor by following her 
car all the way to North Liberty in 
broad daylight. There was little at-
tempt to understand why people 
were still coming out to protest or 
to hear the reasons for their anger 
and pain.

Their focus on graffiti and iso-
lated incidents are distractions 
from the movement. Because, at 
the heart of the BLM ideology is 
the rejection of state powers and 
the myriad ways they are abused. 
The police have always protected 
the American ideal of capitalism 
and the idea that property is more 
important than people. If this feels 
foreign to you, please read MLK’s 

“Where Do We Go from Here” (par-
ticularly the second half) and Chap-
ter 4 of “Trumpet of Conscience.” 
When the police or a councilor 
focus on an alleged thrown water 
bottle instead of the organizers 
who were directly harmed by police 
violence, then they are not support-
ing Black lives matter. When they 
ask “why are you still angry” before 
considering the events of Kenosha, 
WI and ICPD’s violation of Chris 
Kelly’s Fourth Amendment right, 
arresting him for “walking while 
black”, then they are not support-
ing Black lives matter. When they 
ask “why graffiti” before they ask 
“why put young BIPOC people 
through the emotional, psycholog-
ical, physical, and sexual violence 
of going to jail?” then they are not 
supporting Black lives matter. We 
hit roadblocks to our goal when our 
city does not pause to ask about the 
harms that come from sending 
young BIPOC people to jail over 
crimes that do not injure other hu-
man beings.

Remember, our work will not 
stop until we have emboldened a 
society to solve social questions 
and social problems through re-
sources and compassion instead 

of through police and jails. That is 
abolitionism. 

We are well aware that it takes 
more than protests alone to win 
change. For months, we’ve been 
meeting with City Council mem-
bers in Iowa City and Coralville, 
officials and equity committee 
members in the Iowa City Com-
munity School District, individual 
citizens from all over the city, and 
university professors. We have 
been working tirelessly to meet 
with the amazing community 
organizations that fight for Iowa 
City residents every day with hous-
ing assistance, mental health care, 
crisis response, food security, sub-
stance use, and domestic & sexual 
violence agencies. These agencies 
play a critically important role in 
reimagining what transformative 
justice can look like. 

We envision building up Iowa 
City’s base of resources to make 
them massive, unquestionable 
pillars of safety and health for 
all members of our community. 
The stolen lives of George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor, Philando Cas-
tille, Tamir Rice, Eric Garner, 
Michael Brown, Sandra Bland, 
Elijah McClain and the countless 

other names erased in history 
have proven to us time and time 
again that the policing system in 
this country does not provide that 
safety. IFR is asking our commu-
nity to push the boundaries of its 
imagination, to collectively work 
to envision and realize a world 
where we treat each other with 
care & compassion instead of sub-
scribing to the white supremacist, 
punitive system that is the prison 
industrial complex. 

We believe that our commu-
nity can find ways to solve social 
problems through resources and 
compassion instead of through 
police and jails .Here’s an interest-
ing fact - if we returned the police 
budget to 2011 funding levels, it 
would still be the highest funded 
department in city government, 
but would free up as much as $5 
million dollars for other essential 
services. We demand a city that 
focuses on its most vulnerable 
citizens. That means that instead 
of sending badges and guns to a 
mental health call like last week 
in Coralville, we respond with a 
professional mental health work-
er and compassion. That means 
that no longer will someone wait 
to see a therapist in Iowa City. 
That means that when someone 
doesn’t have a roof over their head 
and they would like one, it’s there. 
That means that when one of our 
undocumented residents wants a 
lawyer and a social worker, there 
is no wait. 

If you share our values, then 
we welcome the chance to work 
with you. Our network is grow-
ing, welcoming people who are 
students and grandmas, white 
and multiracial, religious and 
spiritual, with gender and with-
out. This is the Civil Rights mo-
ment of this generation–a defin-
ing moment–and it’s time that 
we demand freedom from state 
violence and a fair allocation of 
resources that allow our most 
vulnerable citizens to thrive. 

To all of those people out there 
who have been unloved by power: 
we see you, we got you, we love 
you, and we will never stop fight-
ing for you. And that will never 
come with the condition of pro-
testing in a way that makes us feel 
comfortable.

 — Raneem Hamad, organizer 
with the Iowa Freedom Riders

BY HANNAH PINSKI
hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu

National Suicide Prevention 
week occurred from Sept. 6-12. 
While the University of Iowa 
advocated to seek help, check 
up on friends, and advertised 
their counseling services, there 
is still more work that could be 
done.

The university should invest 
in spreading more awareness, 
educating on how to cope when 
a friend is suicidal, and provide 
methods if put in difficult situ-
ations.

According to the National 
Institute of Mental Health, 17.3 

million adults had at least one 
major depressive episode in 
2017. It is no surprise that col-
lege students are experiencing 
mental health issues with all the 
pressure, workload, and stress 
that they experience. What’s 
scary though is that one episode 
can lead to a downward spiral 
to a point where they feel like 
they’ve hit rock bottom.

Students can also be put in 
difficult situations where their 
friends tell them that they are 
thinking about killing them-
selves, or even harder situations 
where they are saying that they 
are going to kill themselves 
right then and there.

Suddenly, you can feel like 
you’ve been put in charge of a 
person’s life, and what happens 
to them may seem like it falls on 
your shoulders.

There is no way someone will 
ever be 100 percent ready to 
deal with this situation. There is 
also no step-by-step guide to ap-
proach and handle once you’re 
in the moment. The truth is that 
convincing someone that life is 
worth living is a decision that 
they must make on their own. 

While every situation is dif-
ferent, students need to feel 
that they are emotionally ready 
to tackle if ever put in this situ-
ation because at the end of the 

day, it could save someone’s life. 
A training course that explains 
to students what to say, how to 
act, and prepare students for 
the different outcomes will pro-
vide the confidence and sup-
port if they are ever put in this 
situation.

One such possible course 
could be what’s known as 
gatekeeper training, which is 
already in use today in pro-
fessional settings. There are a 
myriad of different gatekeeper 
courses out there, but certainly 
one could be adapted for stu-
dent learning at Iowa.

In addition, the universi-
ty must also include warning 

signs that allow students to 
catch signs right away. With 
students catching these signs 
faster, proper action such as ex-
pressing concerns to a counsel-
or or encouraging their friends 
to ask for help before their con-
dition worsens. 

While advocating to seek 
help and promoting counsel-
or services, students need to 
be prepared for the toughest 
situations. National Suicide 
Prevention week shouldn’t just 
be about spreading awareness 
that this is a serious matter, but 
rather educating people on how 
to prevent and cope with these 
situations.

Just like students are taught 
how to sign up for classes 
and use the Cambus, it is ex-
tremely important that they 
are given guidance on how to 
handle these intense situations 
because it’s a life skill that’s nev-
er taught in class.

National Suicide Preven-
tion week shouldn’t just be the 
only time to address mental is-
sues or just focus on advocat-
ing to ask for help and check 
up on friends. The university 
needs to educate students on 
how to handle difficult situa-
tions by providing a training 
course as well as spreading 
awareness.
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COLUMN

University of Iowa needs to give more 
attention to suicide prevention

While spreading awareness is a noble goal, the university should do more to provide studentswith the tools necessary to 
prevent suicidal tendencies. 

GUEST OPINION

Why We Continue to Protest

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
A protester holds up a sign on June 3 outside the Johnson County Sheriff’s office. Protesters marched through Iowa City, stopping at intersections 
and government buildings to spray paint before continuing on.
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COMMUNITY CHAT WITH THE DAILY IOWAN
The Daily Iowan will be hosting an open

conversation for staff members and the community.  
The topic of the discussion will be diversity

within media and covering identity.
There will be an opportunity for a Q and A with

our guest speakers. 

Hope you can join us!

Friday, September 18
@ noon via Zoom

 Zoom Meeting ID:
960 9343 7099

Password: 065936
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Parklawn Hall to possibly be used as extra 
With cases still climbing, extra space 
is becoming available for students 
who need to quarantine or isolate 
after testing positive for COVID-19. 

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Pictured on Sept. 8 is Parklawn Residence Hall at the University of Iowa. Parklawn, which hasn’t housed students since 2017, is now reopening for those who 
need to quarantine due to COVID-19.

UI sanctions four Greek chapters for 
violating COVID-19 guidelines
The University of Iowa to date has received 256 reports campus-wide of violations of its COVID-19 guidelines. Thirty-six students 
were found to be in violation, and 114 are pending review.

BY CAITLIN BYBCROME
ccrome@uiowa.edu

Parklawn Residence Hall, 
once an apartment-style 
living space for students, 
could reopen to be used as 
a COVID-19 quarantine and 
isolation space if the UI expe-
riences another spike in coro-

navirus cases. 
After the first initial spike 

of COVID-19 in late August, 
there has been a plateau of 
self-reported positive cases, 
as reported by Johnson Coun-
ty Public Health. But, case 
counts among people ages 18-
40 in Johnson County contin-
ue to make up a majority of 

quarantine space for students

BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

Four University of Iowa 
Greek chapters have been 
placed on interim suspen-
sion, following allegations 
that chapters violated the 
student agreement related 
to COVID-19.

“The instances being in-
vestigated included allega-
tions that the chapters vio-
lated the Student Agreement 
related to COVID-19. Specif-
ically, members of chapters 
were seen in pictures with-
out face coverings and with-
out social distancing,” said 
Assistant Dean and Director 
in the Office of Student Ac-
countability Angela Ibrahim 
Olin in an email to ***The 
Daily Iowan***.

Pi Beta Phi, Gamma Phi 
Beta, Delta Gamma, and 
Alpha Phi were found re-
sponsible for violating the 
COVID-19 student agree-
ment. Alpha Xi Delta was 
reported but was found not 
responsible for violations. 

Sanctions from the Pan 
Hellenic Council required 
the chapters to post an 
apology on social-media 
platforms directed to the 

Fraternity Student Life 
community and potential 
new members, co-sponsor 
a multi-chapter campaign 
surrounding COVID-19 
awareness, and create and 
implement a personal pro-
tective equipment drive for 
a local organization.

The chapters are no lon-
ger under interim suspen-
sion, Ibrahim Olin said in 
the email, but came during 
Greek Life’s two-week long 
virtual recruitment at the 
UI. According to sections of 
letters sent from the Office 
of Student Accountability 
to the Greek chapters, the 
chapter was suspended from 
Fraternity and Sorority Life 
programming, homecom-
ing, and couldn’t reserve 
space in academic buildings 
unless authorized by the FSL 
staff or Office of Student 
Accountability during the 
interim suspension.

“As a result of the inter-
im suspension, at this time 
the chapter may not partic-
ipate in any FSL-related or 
PHC-sponsored meetings 
and programs, social events 
of any nature, Recreation-
al Services intramurals, 
Homecoming activities, or 

other related events. In ad-
dition, the chapter may not 
reserve space in the IMU or 
academic buildings, or re-
serve outdoor space on cam-
pus unless authorized by a 
member of the Fraternity & 
Sorority Life staff or Office 
of Student Accountability 
staff,” according to language 
on interim suspensions.

In total, the UI has re-
ceived 256 reports of 
COVID-19 violations cam-
pus-wide since the begin-
ning of the semester, as a 
part of the UI’s efforts to 
curb off-campus behavior 
risking the spread of the 
coronavirus. Of those, 36 
students were found to be in 
violation, and 114 cases are 
pending review.

At the beginning of the 
semester, students were re-
quired to sign a COVID-19 
student agreement, which 
stipulated that students 
must keep six feet of dis-
tance within others, wear 
face coverings, and should 
not attend large gatherings 
without masks. Students 
failing to socially distance 
was the most common com-
plaint cited by the UI — 109 
students were reported, the 

UI found 15 students in vio-
lation, and 12 received a rep-
rimand from the UI. 

The university also kept 
track of complaints of fail-
ure to wear a face cover-
ing, failure to follow guest 
policy, and failure to fol-
low quarantine/isolation 
expectations. Students are 
required to self-isolate un-
til 10 days after the positive 
test or start of COVID-19 
symptoms, their symptoms 
have improved, and they 
are fever-free for 72 hours, 
according to the UI student 
agreement.

Consequences of violating 
the UI’s COVID-19 guide-
lines could result in suspen-
sion or cancellation of hous-
ing contracts after repeated 
offenses, though the UI has 
not done either, Ibrahim 
Olin said in an email. The UI 
is asking students to report 
complaints via an online 
form.

Other universities have 
removed students from 
campus. Drake University in 
Des Moines kicked at least 14 
students off campus for al-
legedly violating the school’s 
COVID-19 guidelines.

At the UI, seven students 

received written warnings, 
which is kept as a record of 
the student’s violation in 
the Office of Student Ac-
countability and 29 students 
received a “disciplinary rep-
rimand.” A policy violation 
following a disciplinary rep-
rimand “could result in the 
imposition of more serious 
sanctions,” a campus-wide 
email stated Sept. 11.

“This virus will be impact-
ful on our community, both 
on and off-campus,” Ibra-
him Olin wrote in an Aug. 
15 letter. “While there have 
been specific expectations 

positive cases since August.
“While it is certainly not 

time to celebrate, it should be 
acknowledged that, as a com-
munity, we have considerably 
slowed the spread of the dis-
ease,” the university said in a 
COVID-19 update. 

With this new informa-
tion, Assistant Vice President 
for Student Life Von Stange 

said UI Housing and Dining 
wants to be prepared in case 
of another spike in cases on 
campus. Thus, Parklawn Res-
idence Hall will reopen after 
closing in 2017 to possibly be 
used as a quarantine or isola-
tion space. 

Parklawn Residence Hall 
was a smaller building on 
the west side of campus. It 

was no longer needed when 
Catlett Residence Hall was 
opened and could accommo-
date more students back in 
2017. “Due to a change in the 
university’s enrollment strat-
egy, Housing and Dining has 
not needed Parklawn for the 
past few years, but main-
tained the hall for future 
use,” Stange said.

The hall has been cleaned 
following guidelines from 
the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and may 
be used for students needing 
to self-isolate or quarantine, 
though it is not being used at 
this time, he said.

Since Parklawn is so far 
off campus, located on North 
Riverside Drive behind 
Hancher Auditorium, Stange 
said UI Housing and Dining 
has come up with a plan to 
keep both students and staff 
safe.

“If Parklawn is used, volun-
teers will drive students and 
their belongings to the hall 
and meals will be delivered 
daily,” said Stange. 

He added that UI Housing 
and Dining will also continue 
to follow the same contact-
less check-in process that 
exists at other quarantine 
and isolation spaces. Prior 
to any students’ arrival, a 
staff member will check-in by 
phone, deliver a welcome bag 
and supplies for the incom-
ing students, and place the 
room keys in the room for the 
incoming students, Stange 
said. 

Stange said even though 
the physical side effects to 
this virus can be difficult, 

mental health can be impact-
ed, as well. 

“There will be follow up by 
a check-in call from a health-
care provider and access to 
embedded therapists and 
other resources as needed,” 
said Stange. 

Some students, including 
UI first-year Brooke Gradin-
er said they would feel com-
fortable with quarantining in 
Parklawn. 

“I would feel comfortable 
going there,” Gradiner said. 
“I think it would be a better 
idea to get students off of 
[the main] campus.”

Stating no main concerns 
and supporting this new 
plan, Gradiner said if there 
is enough communication 
between administrative staff 
and the students, she does 
not think it would be an is-
sue. 

UI first-year Matt McBeth 
also agreed and said the move 
to Parklawn could be a good 
idea.

“I would be okay with go-
ing that far if it meant I was 
not coming into contact with 
anyone that I could give it to,” 
he said. 

McBeth added that even 
though there are designated 
self-isolation floors and dorm 
rooms in the more populated 
residence halls for students, 
there is still that small pos-
sibility for them to run into 
people they could give the 
virus to. 

“It probably would not be 
as convenient because you 
would not be able to get food 
or other things whenever you 
wanted to,” McBeth said.

in place about student be-
havior on campus, I wanted 
to remind you that the Code 
of Student Life, and the 
policies therein, extends to 
areas off-campus where the 
university has a clear and 
distinct interest.”

The Division of Student 
Life updated student group 
guidelines Aug.27, which sent 
all student engagement and 
student organization events 
virtual and would suspend 
activities if found to be in vio-
lation. Those regulations also 
applied to Fraternity and So-
rority Life on campus.

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Gamma Phi Beta is seen on Aug. 3.

http://dailyiowan.com/newsletters
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 1 Bay of Pigs locale 
 5 Constricting snakes
 9 Actor who’s the opposite of subtle
12 “Moby-Dick” captain
13 Large group on the move
14 Drink such as Pepsi
15 Justice’s garb
16 Designation on many a driver’s license
18 Bashful
19 Holder for coffee or beer
20 Attics
21 Farm building with a loft
23 Giant … with four of the five letters of “giant”
24 Bright, sunny area of a house
27 Setting at the prime meridian, for short
30 Pealed
31 “No more seats,” in brief
32 Uncritically enthusiastic, colloquially
34 Confess (to)
36 Fruit in Newton cookies
38 Leather for fine gloves
39 Disdainful looks
41 Seoul automaker
43 Kind of ball that’s supersoft
44 President after F.D.R.
45 Launch vehicle for many NASA missions
48 Miley who played Hannah Montana
49 ___ scale (rater of mineral hardness)
50 Insects that may emerge after 17 years
53 Play-___ (toy clay)
54 Boat that sailed while it rained for 40 days and nights
57 Ringlet on a salon floor
59 Bit of evidence for Sherlock
60 Author Rice who created the vampire Lestat
61 Pro Football Hall-of-Fame QB John
62 Like pie, it’s said
63 “Gangnam Style” musician
64 Salon colorings
65 Dedicated poems

 1 Autos
 2 “This doesn’t look good …”
 3 Wee one’s sun protection
 4 “Honest” president
 5 Tennis champ Bjorn
 6 Dot follower in a nonprofit’s web address
 7 In slow tempo
 8 One of 100 on the Hill
 9 Sharpen
10 Oodles
11 Destination of the rover Perseverance
13 Hunting dogs
14 ___ on the cob
17 Serious stage plays
19 Hosp. scan
22 Bicker
23 Groups of three
24 Next year’s soph
25 Things to be mowed
26 Doggie’s sound
27 Colorful dish �with olives and feta cheese
28 Mother: Sp.
29 Larceny
33 Intuitive feeling
35 “Yes, proceed!,” quaintly
37 Graduates of basic training, informally
40 Machine-gunned from the air
42 Weapons storehouse
46 In profusion, as plant growth
47 “This is so-o-o amazing!”
48 What you can’t have and eat, too, it’s said
50 Applaud
51 Charged particles
52 Big Apple school inits.
53 “Buenos ___”
55 Sly stratagem
56 Typically lost items that are “found” in the starts o
  16-, 24-, 45- and 57-Across
58 Wonderment
59 Corporate biggie

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 3

  

Across Down

No. 0810

 1 Bulldozed
 6 Construction details, informally
11 Loop in secretly, in a way
14 Rumor starter
15 Item in a quiver
16 “I figured it out!”
17 Popular shooter in the Old West
20 Angsty music genre
21 Bounds … or partner of bounds
22 Nothing, to Nero
23 Railways not on street level
24 Serious break in relations
25 Puts one’s own slant on the past
33 One of the Coen brothers
34 One feeding off others
35 “___ is me!”
36 Baker who sang “My Funny Valentine”
37 Refrain in a children’s song … or a literal feature of
 17-, 25-, 42- and 55-Across
38 Captain’s spot
39 ___ Lingus
40 Opponents
41 2008 sci-fi Pixar hit
42 W.W. I leader
45 Composition of some mountain forests
46 Connections, informally
47 Wolf pack vessel in W.W. II
49 Bird bills
52 Producer of lines at airports, for short
55 Vietnamese noodle salads
58 “Let Me Blow Ya Mind” rapper
59 Pocketbook portmanteau
60 Fyodor Dostoyevsky novel, with “The”
61 Captains’ cries
62 Things that spheres lack
63 Outset

 
1 The Haunted Mansion or Splash Mountain,
 at Disneyland
 2 [Pardon me!]

 3 Goose egg
 4 Large part of an elephant
 5 Teach through repetition
 6 Multigenerational story
 7 Get ready, in brief
 8 Messes up
 9 Steal, in slang
10 Coarsely ill-mannered
11 They get wetter as they dry
12 Fifth-most-common Korean surname, after Kim,
 Lee, Park and Jung
13 Get on the line
18 Where the baby bird gets the worm
19 Sort through, as evidence
23 The “E” of Q.E.D.
24 The “R” of P.R.
25 Opening of �many a serial drama episode
26 Old anesthetic
27 Whys and ___
28 Superior group
29 Welcome at the front door, say
30 Bank job
31 Viking who was the first ruler of Normandy
32 “Heel” of the Arabian Peninsula
37 Things trimmed at a salon
38 Dutch artist Frans
40 TV broadcast slot
41 Hits the jackpot
43 King’s country in “The King and I”
44 Collaborative online reference
47 Pigmented part of the eye
48 Group of like things
49 The Titanic’s undoing
50 “What ___?” (store clerk’s query)
51 Things sold by the yard?
52 Nincompoop
53 Long, hard work
54 Regarding, in a memo
56 Real mouthful?
57 Reverential poem

Across

Down

No. 0811

http://www.grifolsplasma.com
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while Brooke finished fourth. 
In both years their team won 
the state title.

They also had success in 
track and field. Jessica placed 
second at state in the 3,000m 
in 2017. She finished third in 
2018, with her younger sister 
finishing directly behind her.

Jessica recalls one particular 
race she competed in with her 
sister that was particularly 
impactful. 

“I don’t remember what 
race it was,” Jessica said. “But 
we would just switch every 
single lap and the announcer 
was getting super confused 
and they thought we were 
racing each other because we 
kept just switching leads, so he 
thought we were being super 
competitive with each other 
and stealing the front with 

each other.
“But really, we were just 

giving it to each other so one 
person would work for a lap, 
and the other person could just 
sit back and hold on to him.”

Associate head cross 
country/assistant track and 
field coach Randy Hasenbank 
said that during the recruiting 
process, the team found out 
they’re wonderful young 
ladies. Jessica has a caring 
personality and Brooke 
has a vocal and funny one. 
Hasenbank said that they both 
have very good range. 

The Hawkeyes are not 
currently preparing for a 
cross country season because 
there foreseeably won’t be 
one this fall. They are instead 
preparing for an indoor 
and outdoor track and field 
season. He said that Brooke 
will probably run the 1,500 
and 5K, while Jessica is 
probably going to run the 5K 
and 10K.

Hasenbank also appreciates 
the sisters’ parents.

“They want the best for 
their daughters,” Hasenbank 
said. “Mr. And Mrs. McKee, 
they’re big Iowa Hawkeye 
fans and have been supportive 
and they’re at just about every 
event and you can just know 
that it’s a close family and 
they love their girls, and they 
love to support the Hawkeyes. 
Just enjoyable to have them 
part of our program.”

Brooke is currently 
recovering from a nagging 
injury that she had previously 
been running through. Jessica 
got hurt in the middle of her 
last cross country season, but 
she’s since gotten back up and 
is almost back to where she 
was last year.

“I think we’ll savor the time 
we have now,” Jessica said. 
“And hopefully, maybe I’ll 
stick around for a fifth year 
and we can get as many years 
together as possible.”

MCKEE
CONTINUED FROM 8

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa distance runner Jessica McKee sits in the middle of the pack during the 3000m run at the Musco Twilight 
Invitational at the Cretzmeyer Track on April 13, 2019. McKee finished third with a time of 10:20:18. The Hawkeyes won 10 
events during the meet. The Iowa women ranked first with 183 points, and the men ranked fifth 76 points. 

athletes healthy, and en-
gaged with the sport, de-
spite the circumstances of 
COVID-19. 

“There are parts that are 
like, ‘We can do this,’ but at 
the same time you need to 
respect the virus,” Hasen-
bank said. “Even without 
COVID-19 going on, you 
still need to be mindful of 
your health. We make al-
terations with the weath-
er and heat and lightning 
every day. Everyone is ex-
periencing this together. I 
love the fact it's an outdoor 
sport. There are not many 
setbacks, and I love the fact 
I get to coach right now. 

We are fortunate enough 
to get to do an awful lot of 
what we usually do. For the 
most part, [the athletes] get 
to do what they love.”

Along with the coaches, 
the athletes are also facing 
hardships with the cancel-
ation of the fall season. 

“I was upset, albeit un-
surprised, by the post-
ponement of the fall cross 
country season,” freshman 
runner Kelli Tosic said. 
“However, it was com-
pletely the right decision 
to make. Although I miss 
racing and being around 
my teammates, my wants 
are far subordinate to the 
needs of our community 
and world. People are dying 
daily at the hands of illness, 
ignorance, and hatred, and 
it is our duty as human be-

ings to place eradicating 
these diseases at the top of 
our priority list.” 

Being a first-year stu-
dent on campus at the Uni-
versity of Iowa is not easy, 
but having to juggle being 
a student-athlete doesn’t 
help ease much stress at 
all. With the added factor 
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the difficulty of being a 
freshman student-athlete 
has only been amplified.

“Being a freshman on 
the team this year has been 
extremely exciting,” Tosic 
said. “Meeting and train-
ing with new people who 
share the same passion 
for long-distance running 
allowed me to arrive at 
a big school and already 
have a small group of new 
friends.”

TRAINING
CONTINUED FROM 8

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa associate head coach Randy Hasenbank cheers on 3000m runners during the Hawkeye Invitational at the 
University of Iowa Recreation Building on Jan 11. (Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan)

making. That performance 
doesn’t have to linger, 
though.

The Cyclones have a nine-
game conference schedule 
ahead of them (at least as of 
now). There are still plenty 
of opportunities to prove 
what the team can do.

Iowa State definitely can 
bounce back from its ugly 
loss. Will it? That remains to 
be seen.

Austin Hanson
No, Iowa State can’t 

bounce back after it’s em-
barrassing loss to Louisiana

College football is official-
ly back as two of the Power 
Five conferences hit the 
gridiron over the weekend. 
Also returning last weekend 
was the Iowa State Cyclones’ 
inability to win a football 

game during the second 
weekend of September.

For the last five years, the 
Cyclones have made a tradi-
tion out of losing on the sec-
ond Saturday in September, 
and they just renewed the 
ritual for the sixth straight 
year on Sept. 12. Although, 
this year the Cyclones were 
vanquished by the Louisiana 
Ragin’ Cajuns, not the Iowa 
Hawkeyes.

The Ragin’ Cajuns hail 
from the prestigious Sun 
Belt Conference – known 
for producing football pow-
ers like Appalachian State, 
Texas State, and South Ala-
bama.

While the Ragin’ Cajuns 
did finish second in the Sun 
Belt Conference last year, 
they are still not considered 
to be in the same strato-
sphere as the Cyclones. So, 
Louisiana’s 31-14 victory 
over Iowa State came as a 
shock to many.

A team from outside of 

the Power Five conferences 
marched into Jack Trice 
Stadium and punished the 
23rd-ranked Cyclones. For 
reference, the last time the 
Ragin’ Cajuns defeated an 
AP Top 25 team was in 1996 
when they upset Texas A&M.

By the game’s end, the 
shock and devastation were 
evident throughout the Cy-
clones’ roster. Iowa State 
looked demoralized.

Some pundits predicted 
that starting quarterback 
Brock Purdy would be a dark 
horse candidate for The 
Heisman Trophy this sea-
son. Others speculated that 
Iowa State would finish the 
season ranked inside the top 
10 in the country, perhaps 
even making a run at the 
College Football Playoff.

After one week of action, 
all that hype has ceased for 
the Cyclones after one of 
the most devastating losses 
of the 2020 college football 
season.

ISU
CONTINUED FROM 8

file photo/Ames Tribune
Iowa State coach Matt Campbell and the Cyclones are all navigating the novel coronavirus pandemic separately due to 
social distancing.
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Power Five football 
returns

After an offseason of uncer-
tainty and strife throughout the 
Power Five conferences, college 
football officially returned to the 
Power Five over the weekend. Both 
the ACC and the Big 12 took to the 
gridiron for their inaugural weeks 
of play in 2020.

Despite only two of the Power 
Five conferences playing, Saturday 
was still packed with action.

For the first time in Notre 
Dame football’s 133-year history, 
the Fighting Irish competed as a 
member of a conference, rather 
than as an independent entity. In 
their first game in the ACC, the 
Fighting Irish easily extinguished 
Duke by a score of 27-13, despite 
falling behind 3-0 early.

Notre Dame’s starting quar-
terback, Ian Book, finished the 
game with 263 passing yards, a 
touchdown, and an interception. 
Meanwhile, running back Kyren 
Williams carried the offensive load 
for the Irish, rushing for 112 yards 
and two touchdowns.

Other games around the nation 
proved to be much more compet-
itive than the one played in South 
Bend, Indiana.

Two Sun Belt Conference teams 
upset two Big 12 teams. Both 
Kansas State and Iowa State fell 
to Sun Belt teams. The Cyclones 
were defeated by Louisiana, 31-14, 
and the Wildcats were beaten by 
Arkansas State, 35-31.

Another interconference 
game in the ACC did prove to be 
interesting. The Georgia Tech 
Yellow Jackets squeaked by the 
Florida State Seminoles by a score 
of 16-13. Yellow Jacket quarterback 
Jeff Sims shredded the Seminole 
defense, throwing for 277 yards 
and a touchdown.

One of the top-performing 
quarterbacks of the day was 
Clemson’s Trevor Lawrence. Law-
rence let it fly on Saturday night, 
producing 351 yards and a touch-
down through the air. In total, the 
Tigers produced 561 yards of total 
offense in their 37-13 rout of the 
Wake Forest Demon Deacons.

Clemson wasn’t the only 
team to race past its opponent 
Saturday. The Oklahoma Sooners 
shutout the Missouri State Bears, 
winning 48-0. Redshirt freshman 
quarterback Spencer Rattler 
tossed for 290 yards and four TDs.

The Sooners weren’t the only 
ones to hold a team scoreless on 
Saturday. Pittsburgh defeated 
Austin Peay, 55-0.

The Texas Longhorns nearly 
won in shutout fashion, defeating 
UTEP 59-3. Quarterback Sam 
Ehlinger produced 426 yards and 
five touchdowns.

Two other teams also won 
big. The North Carolina Tar Heels 
vanquished Syracuse, 31-6, and 
West Virginia dispatched Eastern 
Kentucky, 56-10.

BY LAUREN SWANSON 
lauren-swanson@uiowa.edu 

Along with every other sport in the Big Ten this 
fall, Iowa cross country’s season was postponed on 
Aug. 11 due to the coronavirus. Although not much 
has changed drastically since then, the team faces a 
new workout regimen to follow.

“Fartlek intervals, long runs, general prep,” 
Iowa women’s cross-country head coach Randy 
Hasenbank said. “Focus on health. Everyone is 
different and requires a variety of different needs. 
More volume for some, and not as much volume for 
others. Less is always more.” 

Since returning to campus, the team’s plans 
have been restricted, but Hasenbank has made a 
few adjustments to ensure his athletes are staying 
healthy and in shape. 

“We started the season off with camp week, 
which is a week before classes started, then the 
shutdown happened,” Hasenbank said. “Now, we 
[have resumed] with group practice. There is value 
in both individual training and group training.” 

The postponement of all Big Ten fall sports 
came as a shock to many, and it has made the life 
of college athletes and coaches, alike, extremely 
challenging. All coaches have had to come up with 
new, individualized routines in order to keep 

BY ROBERT READ AND AUSTIN HANSON
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Robert Read
Yes — An ugly loss to start the season doesn’t have 

to define the Cyclones
Hear me out.
Yes, Iowa State gave up two touchdowns on special 

teams. No, quarterback Brock Purdy did not play 
particularly well. The tackling by the Cyclone defense 
was at times, to put it lightly, quite poor.

The entire performance from Iowa State to open 
its 2020 season could most accurately be described as 
sloppy.

But is that really unexpected?
Over the last several years Iowa State has not 

performed well in season openers. And the past 
offseason has had unprecedented challenges. 
Schedules shifted, protocols changed, and for large 

parts of the summer the team likely wasn’t even sure it 
was going to take the field this fall.

Starting the season off smoothly was probably 
wishful thinking.

The team’s 31-14 loss at home to Louisiana is bad. It’s 
an embarrassing start to the season. But it does not 
mean the season is over.

I’m not saying Iowa State is the sleeper to win the Big 
12, or to make national headlines, that some thought it 
was. I think the conference is still Oklahoma’s to lose, 
and I’d place considerable bets that the team isn’t in 
the College Football Playoff consideration at the end 
of the season. But I do think the Cyclones are a much 
better team than their performance on Saturday 
would indicate.

While he takes his fair share of jabs from Hawkeye 
fans, Purdy is one of the top quarterbacks in the Big 12. 
His poor performances against the Ragin’ Cajuns was 
full of inaccurate passes and questionable decision-

HAWKEYE UPDATES

Can Iowa State bounce back?
The Cyclone football team faced high expectations coming into 

the 2020 season, but suffered an ugly loss to Louisiana to open its 
season.

Iowa women’s cross 
country head coach, Randy 
Hasenbank, details new 
training strategies to fit 
pandemic landscape. 

Cross 
country 
adopts new 
training 
regimen

Before defeating Iowa State on 
Saturday, Louisiana had not 
beaten an AP Top 25 team in 
years 

STAT OF THE DAY

“I don’t think I played 
good at all. I never 
got in rhythm.”

QUOTE OF THE DAY

24
SEE ISU, 7

– Iowa State 
quarterback 
Brock Purdy 
on his 
performance 
against 
Louisiana.

SEE TRAINING, 7

MCT

BY ISAAC GOFFIN
isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

When freshman Brooke 
McKee starts competing at 
Iowa, she looks forward to 
doing a stretching routine that 
she hasn’t done with her sister 
since her sophomore year of 

high school.
Before races with her sister 

– junior Jessica McKee – she 
does an arm stretching routine 
where she needs another 
person. 

Both sisters are on the cross 
country and track and field 
teams, and they couldn’t be 

happier to be together again 
after competing for two years 
on the same teams at Johnston 
High School in Iowa. 

“So far, it’s been a blast,” 
Brooke said. “She gives me 
rides everywhere so it’s been 
super nice being a freshman 
and having to walk everywhere 

and then having her with me. 
But she’s also been able to 
clarify things that I’m not quite 
sure of as a freshman and she’s 
definitely helped make it so 
there’s not really a gap between 
all of the grades and I feel 
like that helps build the team 
chemistry a little bit more.”

In high school, Jessica 
placed in the top 10 at the cross-
country state meet in each of 
her four years. In her junior 
season, she finished second 
at that meet while Brooke 
finished third. In her senior 
season, she finished third 

McKee sisters happily 
back on same team

After excelling in their two years together on the cross country and track and field teams in high 
school, Brooke and Jessica are now both Hawkeyes. 

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
The University of Iowa’s Jessica McKee leads a pack of runners during the Hawkeye Invitational on Sept. 6, 2019 at the Ashton Cross Country Course. The Hawkeyes prevailed over six other teams to win 
first place overall in the men’s and women’s races. McKee finished in 20th place with a time of 14:53.

Nirmalendu Majumdar/Ames Tribune
Iowa State quarterback Brock Purdy hears words of encouragement from tight end Charlie Kolar after losing 34-27 against 
Oklahoma State on Saturday, Oct. 26, 2019, in Ames, Iowa.

SEE MCKEE, 7

MCT
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