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Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city 
news, weather, and Hawkeye 
sports coverage every day at 
dailyiowan.com.

 UI faculty question 
COVID-19 preparedness

BY CLAIRE BENSON 
claire-benson@uiowa.edu

 
University of Iowa professors and 

instructors are questioning the uni-
versity’s preparedness and response 
to COVID-19 as case counts have 
passed 1,000 on campus since stu-

dents arrived. 
David Tucker, adjunct assistant 

professor in Asian history, said 
professors receive multiple emails 
a week from the dean of students, 
listing students' names that may be 
absent from their class without re-
vealing the students’ medical infor-

mation. 
Tucker said the email also in-

cludes a statement saying that it’s 
the students’ choice to contact their 
professor with more details on their 
absence, whether it’s caused by 
COVID-19 or other-wise.

He added that he has read about 

several universities, such as Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
developing their own affordable, 
rapid COVID-19 tests — something 
he thinks would positively impact UI 
if implemented.

BY RYLEE WILSON
rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu 

As Labor Day weekend approaches, University of Iowa epi-
demiologists are warning about the risk of Iowa City residents 
bringing COVID-19 to other areas of the state and country. 

Jorge Salinas, head of epidemiology at University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics, told reporters on Thursday that UI stu-
dents who may be traveling should be careful about how they 
socialize and avoid visiting family if possible, especially those 
with greater health risks. 

“I am not very concerned about the possibility of them go-
ing places and bringing [COVID-19], because the incidence of 
[COVID-19] in Iowa City and Johnson County is so high, one 
of the highest in the country,” Salinas said. “The greatest risk is 
actually of them carrying it to wherever they go.” 

As of Sept. 1, positive COVID-19 cases among students to-

taled 1,142, and 16 employees reported they had tested positive 
for COVID-19. 

The New York Times lists Iowa City as the fifth-worst metro 
area in the country in COVID-19 cases per capita in the last two 
weeks as of Sept. 2. The current rate is 7.2 cases of COVID-19 
per 1,000 residents. 

As of Sept. 2, Iowa is ranked second highest in increas-
ing COVID-19 cases over the past two weeks by The New York 
Times, behind North Dakota. 

An Aug. 28 campus-wide email said if campus-wide rates 
of COVID-19 did not flatten over the next week, the university 
will consider additional actions to stop the spread of the virus. 

Salinas said daily case counts in Johnson County have start-
ed to plateau. 

“The numbers have decreased some – some could see that 

BY BRIAN GRACE 
brian-grace@uiowa.edu

A decision on a lawsuit challenging Gov. 
Kim Reynolds’ in-person class mandate will 
be made next week.

Filed by the Iowa State Education Asso-
ciation and Iowa City School District, the 
case was heard on Thursday at the John-
son County District Court. Judge Mary 
Chicchelly announced before court was 
adjourned that she would look over the 
documents — including those provided 
by council — before reaching a decision in 
next week.

Christy Hickman, attorney for the IS-
EA, began her argument citing the rising 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 across Iowa 
and emphasizing the structural inability of 
many school buildings to conform to pub-
lic-health guidelines on social distancing 
while holding in-person classes.

“This morning the state of Iowa is expe-
riencing a 10.3 percent positivity rate across 
the state, with another 588 positive cases 
yesterday,” Hickman said. “Johnson County 
has a 14-day average positivity rate of 24.4 
percent. We are faced with the reality that 
our school buildings are not configured to 
allow for appropriate social distancing, the 
Iowa Department of Education has discour-
aged districts from requiring face masks.

The attorney went on to say that school 

Decision on 
IC schools’ 
lawsuit to 
come next 
week

SEE STUDENTS, 2

Students risk Labor Day virus 
spread, epidemiologists say

SEE LAWSUIT, 2

Rates of COVID-19 in Iowa City remain among the highest in the nation, 
and UI epidemiologists say students headed home or traveling for Labor 

Day weekend risk spreading the virus to other communities. 

Iowa State Education 
Association and Iowa City 
school district are seeking 
a temporary injunction 
on Iowa's in-person class 
mandate.

Abby Watkins/The Daily Iowan
Epidemiologist Jorge Salinas talks about the spread of coronavirus during the World Canvas discussion about Coronavirus on Feb. 
21 at the Old Town Capitol Mall.
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Iowa City Downtown 
District set to debut free 
delivery service
The Iowa City Downtown District will 
launch a new delivery service on Sept. 
8 to provide retail businesses with an 
option to sell merchandise through a 
delivery app in the Iowa City, Coralville, 
North Liberty, and Solon areas.

Chatbot psychotherapy 
reduces patient need for 
opioids
Researchers at the University of Iowa 
and University of Pennsylvania are 
using an artificial intelligence software 
to help patients suffering from trauma 
cope with their pain without the use of 
pain medications. The psychotherapy 
affirms the patient’s pain, and the 
artificial intelligence engages them in 
conversation. 

Deaf, hard-of-hearing stu-
dents face new challenges 
with masks and COVID-19
University of Iowa students with 
hearing disabilities are facing 
new challenges on campus as 
face masks make lip-reading 
impossible. Some professors are 
trying to make accommodations, 
but adjusting to this new normal 
continues to be a struggle for 
those with physical impairments. 

Uncertainty surrounds 
the Battle for the Boot
Iowa City High will take on Iowa 
City West football in the 2020 
version of the Battle for the Boot 
rivalry. Student athletes are 
unsure if this will be the last time 
they’re able to take the field and 
what the future for their season 
looks like.

A long countdown to 
kickoff
With students back on campus and 
the fall season around the corner, 
Hawkeye fans should be gearing 
up for the start of the 2020 foot-
ball season. Iowa was originally 
scheduled to play the University 
of Northern Iowa on Saturday to 
open the season, but when that 
will be is still uncertain.
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SEE FACULTY, 2

Johnson County and 
the UI have recently 
seen an increase in 
positive COVID-19 
cases, prompting 
students, faculty, 
and community 
members to 
question the 
university’s 
preparedness and 
response to the 
pandemic. 



as good news – they have stopped 
increasing. Over the past four or 
five days we have seen a relative 
plateau,” the epidemiologist said. 
“The number is still somewhat 
stable, not growing, but still at a 
relatively high number. A hun-
dred a day is still a meaningful 
number.” 

Salinas said if the UI does 
choose to move to online-only in-
struction, it may not necessarily 
decrease the state’s overall rate of 
infection, as students may bring 
the virus back to their home 
communities from Iowa City. 

“I think that if the students 
were not here, yes, it could 
reduce the incidence here in 
Johnson County. However, now 
we know that many of them 
carry the virus, and what we 
would be doing is transferring 

the virus to other locations,” 
Salinas said. “The problem has 
changed and has become a bit 
more complex. Asking students 
to leave town would not neces-
sarily decrease our overall inci-
dence as a state.” 

UI President Bruce Harreld 
released a statement on Thurs-
day asking the UI community 
to remain diligent in preventing 
the spread of COVID-19. 

“However, we also react to 
new information as it comes in. 

We adapt. In that process, we 
are bound to make mistakes, 
but our only option is to act in 
good faith on the information 
available to us,” Harreld said in 
the statement. “With that, I ask 
all Hawkeyes remain commit-
ted to the health and safety of 
campus. This is a collective ef-
fort, and we must do all we can. 
It is critical that we continue to 
pursue our missions of research 
and education, but that we do so 
as responsibly as possible.”
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Motorcycle Tips: Parking
• University motorcycle permits allow 
motorcycles, mopeds and scooters to 
park in all University motorcycle lots.

• Always park in motorcycle lots;
not bike racks or other areas.

• Going home for the summer?
Take it with you or get a summer permit. 

transportation.uiowa.edu

STUNG
HALVE

EMBARK
GYPSUM

Answer:  SANG THE BLUES

Daily Iowan  publishing schedule change
Effective next week, The Daily Iowan will move to publishing in print on Mondays and Wednesdays through
Thanksgiving break. We will not have a print edition on Sept. 7 due to the Labor Day holiday.

We know we have a tremendous responsibility to inform the University of Iowa and Iowa City communities and hold 
those in power accountable — especially now as COVID-19 cases spike on campus. That will not change.

But our top priority is the health and safety of our staff. Most of the editorial staff is working 100% remote this fall.
We have significantly reduced capacity in the newsroom for select editors while implementing social distancing 
requirements.

We have determined that a daily print newspaper is no longer tenable in these circumstances.

We will continue to publish 24/7 on dailyiowan.com – news stories, photos and video. You can receive the top stories 
directly in your inbox by signing up for our email newsletter at dailyiowan.com/newsletters.

Thank you to our subscribers and readers for your support.
Jason Brummond
Publisher

Nichole Maryse Harris/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa student Mahrukh Zafar takes a phone call by the Iowa river on Thursday.

STUDENTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

RINGING ON THE RIVER

“I would really like them 
to do something about [test-
ing], and having the priority 
be especially students not 
getting sick,” Tucker said. 

As of Monday, there have 
been 1,142 positive cases of 
COVID-19 within students 
at the UI. As of Thursday, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Preventions reports that 
Iowa has among the high-
est rates of COVID-19 in the 
country.

A White House report 
was recently sent to Iowa 
officials which encouraged 
a statewide mask mandate, 
closure of bars, and devel-
opment of comprehensive 
plans for college towns such 
as Iowa City. 

Silvia Secchi, a geograph-
ical and sustainable sciences 
associate professor, said that 
the state and federal govern-
ments have not done enough 
to combat the pandemic. Not 
mandating masks to be worn 
in public, she said, forces 
students and instructors to 

take on more responsibili-
ties than they should have 
during this time.

“This is not a dean or in-
structor issue — this is not 
even to some extent a uni-
versity issue — this is not 
even a state issue. It is a 
federal issue,” Secchi said. 
“Everybody at every level of 
authority has underestimat-
ed, in my opinion, how grave 
a problem this is. Because 
they haven’t done enough, 
we have to do more.”

The professor said fac-
ulty members such as her-
self worked tirelessly over 
the summer break to adjust 
their classes for an online 
format. Secchi said those 
teaching courses should 
have had more support from 
the UI with adjusting their 
classes to create a smoother 
transition. 

“We should have had that 
assistance this summer; not 
just us, the TA’s should have 
had this assistance this sum-
mer,” she said. “If I hadn’t 
done all of the work this 
summer, I couldn’t be like 
‘OK, tomorrow, we go all on 
Zoom.’”

Secchi said she feels as 

though the UI will not be 
able to effectively decrease 
the spread of COVID-19 un-
less they begin widely test-
ing students and staff, and 
requiring all those who test 
positive to isolate.

For students who test 
positive for the virus, the UI 
encourages them to self-re-
port their test results via the 
university’s online system. 
The UI provides residence 
hall space for students who 
need to isolate, in addition 
to space for close contacts to 
quarantine. CDC guidelines 
recommend that those who 
test positive should self-iso-
late for 10 days since their 
first symptoms appeared, 
until they are fever-free for 
24 hours, and until their 
symptoms have improved.

Amy Charles, adjunct 
assistant professor at the 
Magid Center for Under-
graduate Writing, said she 
had a student in her on-
line course test positive for 
COVID-19 in March, right 
after the UI campus first 
moved to virtual instruction. 
Charles said at this time, she 
did not believe there was a 
coordinated response as to 

how to accommodate infect-
ed students.

“There was a complete lack 
of guidance as to, “What do 
we do?’ for these students,” 
Charles said. 

The professor said she is 
worried about the UI shut-
ting down campus once 
again and forcing students 
who may be infected to 
move back home, maximiz-
ing the spread beyond Iowa 
City.

“When [administration] 
finally freak out enough to 
shut down, and they send 
you guys home, how many 
of you are going to be qui-
etly infected with this virus, 
and bring it home?” Charles 
said. “So we’re just going 
to explode this virus bomb 
all over wherever you guys 
came from.”

She said what concerns 
her the most is that there 
could have been preventative 
measures put in place earlier 
—  measures that could have 
potentially prevented the re-
cent influx of positive cases 
in Johnson County and at UI.

“The horrific thing is that 
this did not need to happen,” 
Charles said. 

FACULTY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

infrastructure “fails to provide 
appropriate air circulation” to 
mitigate the coronavirus out-
break.

Hickman said that Reyn-
olds’ July 17 proclamation — 
which requires schools to hold 
a majority in-person classes 

this fall — is a violation of Arti-
cles 1 and 2 of the Iowa Consti-
tution, including the right to 
pursue and attain safety and 
happiness. 

She also said she was con-
cerned that the proclamation 
restricts local control on how 
schools operate.

“In absence of court action, 
Your Honor, students and 
school employees will be sick-
ened and potentially suffer 
long-term health consequenc-
es,” Hickman said. “Dare I 
say, a temporary injunction is 
needed to protect lives.”

Iowa Solicitor General Jef-
frey Thompson represented 
the governor at the hearing 
and said that he had some 
issues with the plaintiff’s 
arguments, including the 
restrictiveness of the July 17 
proclamation.

Whereas the ISEA said the 
proclamation only focused 
on returning to in-person in-
struction, Thompson said it 
was permissive of other op-
tions as well.

“Essentially it [the procla-
mation] allows them [schools] 
to provide instruction primar-
ily through remote learning 
under certain circumstances,” 
Thompson said. “But for the 
proclamation, that would be 
prohibited by law. 

He also responded to the is-
sue of local control over school 
operations, saying it did not 
apply to public education be-
cause school boards act with 
power given to them by the 
state Legislature. 

The solicitor general cited 
Senate File 2310, the educa-
tion department document 
outlining how schools should 
return for fall instruction, 
and said that the final version 
was approved unanimously 
by both houses of the Iowa 
Legislature.

“The Iowa Supreme Court 
has said they [public school 
boards] don’t have rights, 
and the Legislature could 
simply abolish them because 
they are creatures of statute,” 
Thompson said. “So, this in-

trusion or usurpation of pow-
er is just not accurate under 
the framework that public 
education is delivered.”

Hickman used reserved 
time for a rebuttal. She said 
the ISEA was fighting the 
mandate for the sole purpose 
of protecting students and fac-
ulty from contracting the virus 
as a result of returning to ma-
jority in-person instruction.

“This temporary injunction 
is our only possible relief to 
keep our kids safe, and to allow 
schools to make measured, in-
formed decisions specific to all 
the variables that they have to 
consider as they bring children 
back into their school build-
ings,” the attorney said.

LAWSUIT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Contributed
Silvia Secchi poses for a portrait. 

Jake Maish/The Daily Iowan
A sign for the Iowa City Community School District is seen outside the district's administration building on April 28.
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STOP IN AND CHECK OUT OUR NEW DIGS

106 S Linn Street
www.thekonnexion.com

NEW HOURS:
10am-9pm M-Sat  | noon-6pm Sun

  
in Customer Service
and American Glass

Iowa City’s Original OG Pipe Shop 

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa's student Disability Services Office is seen on September 3, 2020.

As students return to campus, Deaf and hard-of-hearing students are continuing their education with expanded
difficulties with communication due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Deaf, hard-of-hearing students face new 
challenges with masks and COVID-19

BY ELEANOR HILDEBRANDT
eleanor-hildebrandt@uiowa.edu

When returning to cam-
pus this fall, University of 
Iowa students with hearing 
disabilities are facing a sepa-
rate set of challenges as they 
continue their education — a 
struggle that other students 
do not have to deal with.

UI American Sign Lan-
guage Lecturer Bob “Vizz” 
Vizzini said in an email to 
*The Daily Iowan* that Deaf 
and hard-of-hearing stu-
dents face difficulties with 
communication in everyday 
life, but due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, these students 
find communication even 
more challenging.

Vizzini is Deaf and teach-
es both hearing and hard-
of-hearing students at the 
university. One of the main 
impacts the pandemic has 
had on Deaf and hard-of-
hearing students, he wrote in 
an email, is masks obstruct-

ing the view of individuals’ 
mouths, making lip-reading 
impossible. 

He added that lip-reading 
is a strategy for some Deaf 
and hard-of-hearing individ-
uals to make communication 
slightly easier. 

“Lip-reading is 70-80 per-
cent guess-work, so I, as a 
profound Deaf person, know 
it is not a good way to com-
municate,” he wrote. “It is dif-
ferent for my wife who hears 
a bit, so she probably has 30-
50 percent guesswork.”

This may also result in 
some hard of hearing indi-
viduals asking people to take 
their masks off to better un-
derstand them, he said, even 
though it is a health risk. 

UI junior Alyssa LaRoi, 
who studies speech and hear-
ing sciences, is a hard-of-
hearing student who also has 
an attention deficit disorder. 
She said there are certain 
changes to her classes that 
have made learning more dif-

ficult for LaRoi.
She currently prefers on-

line classes, she said, because 
she can focus more on pro-
fessors and read their lips as 
they give lectures.

“It’s hard because going to 
classes helps me focus more 
and I’m able to read my 
professors’ lips when they 
speak,” she said. “It’s better 
in person, especially when 
it comes to ASL. Learning 
a nonverbal language over 
a computer screen is prob-
ably the toughest thing in 
the world…Being online, you 
don’t learn anything about 
the language.”

LaRoi said some of her 
professors are doing more 
than ever to accommodate 
her, while others are falling 
short as they learn how to 
teach virtually.

“With my statistics class, 
-which is a gen-ed require-
ment- my professor has been 
doing a lot and sending me 
everything,” she said. “He’s 

been checking in and doing 
more than normal. My ma-
jor professors are doing less 
and that’s fine because they 
are sending me power points 
with notes and their lectures 
have closed captions.”

One service the UI is still 
focusing on for students with 
disabilities is through CAM-
BUS. While the fixed route 
service has been modified to 
reduce the number of people 
riding on buses, CAMBUS 
Manager Brian McClatchey 
said the Bionic Bus is run-
ning at the same level as any 
other semester.

This semester, McClatchey 
said CAMBUS has seen a 
decrease in overall usage, 
including on the Bionic Bus, 
due to students not needing 

Jake Maish/The Daily Iowan
Sofia Saidi holds her child, Gabriel Elizabeth Bwira, while she grills dinner for her family on Thursday, Aug. 14. She huddled with her three  children in a cor-
ner of her apartment during the storm while her husband was at work. Like others in the apartment complex, she cooks every meal for her family like this.

While communities across eastern Iowa are continuing to grapple with the aftermath of the storm with wind speeds matching 
those of a hurricane, migrant and refugee populations face heightened cultural barriers and challenges.

Derecho exacerbates struggles for migrant 
and refugee populations, leaders say

BY MARY HARTEL
mary-hartel@uiowa.edu 

The effects of the derecho 
that tore through eastern 
Iowa on Aug. 10 exacerbated 
already prominent struggles 
among migrant and refu-
gee populations in Linn and 
Johnson Counties, according 
to community leaders. 

Underserved communities 
are typically left behind in di-
saster clean up due to cultur-
al and systemic barriers that 
make it harder for people 
to access the resources they 
need.

Bijou Maliabo, Iowa City 
Human Rights Board mem-
ber, and Le Ann Dunne, local 
advocate for the Congolese 
population, have been work-
ing to provide resources and 
assistance to migrant and 
refugee communities affect-
ed by the derecho.

Maliabo said her and 
Dunne have been serving 
about 58 families — over 200 
people — since the storm. 

Maliabo said one of the 
biggest challenges for these 
communities is the language 
barrier, noting that even if 
there are services available to 
them, individuals and fam-
ilies don’t always know how 
to access them.

Additionally, a lot of these 
populations don’t have ac-
cess to adequate transporta-
tion and healthcare, Maliabo 
said.

Many of the people in 
these populations live in 
buildings and houses with 
severe damage, Maliabo said, 
noting some are still sleeping 
on streets and in cars.

"Some of [them] are jok-
ing as you know ‘We thought 

America is heaven, but we 
come into a refugee camp in 
America.’” Maliabo said.

Many of the conditions in 
these communities are not 
much different than they 
were four weeks ago when 
the derecho first hit, Dunne 
said.

“We just have this great 
disconnect between the cul-
ture...and it’s just a classic 
American example of being 
disadvantaged and not hav-
ing someone to help you get 
a hand up.” Dunne said.

Dunne noted that in a lot 
of the areas where migrant 
and refugee populations 
live, the buildings still have 
tarps covering roofs, and a 
lot of the clean up hasn’t hap-
pened. 

“I really think that when 
you come from a disadvan-
taged community to begin 
with, you fall way down at 
the bottom of the totem pole 
when you have a disaster.” 
Dunne said. 

Dunne said migrant and 
refugee populations already 
have to navigate within a 
system that is foreign to 
them.

“Everyday living is chal-
lenging,” Dunne said. “Now, 
we put this layer of this di-
saster on top of it...it just 
makes it really difficult.” 

Marlén Mendoza, presi-
dent of the League of Unit-
ed Latin American Citizens 
Council 308 in Iowa City, 
said the advocacy group has 
been scrambling to do what 
they can to help aid popula-
tions affected by the derecho 
in Cedar Rapids.

“[LULAC] do[es] a lot of 
work in our immigrant and 
undocumented communi-

ties,” Mendoza said. “For 
obvious reasons they don’t 
qualify for a lot of any kind 
of government relief espe-
cially when disaster hits 
like right now.”

Historically, unautho-
rized citizens living in the 
U.S. are not eligible for cer-
tain federal benefits.

Mendoza noted that 
many people don’t realize 
these communities exist in 
Iowa because a lot of mi-
grant and refugee popula-
tions live in mobile homes 

and trailer parks, places hit 
hardest by the derecho.

“In Iowa it’s very easy to 
live your life and not see this 
population because they are 
literally hidden.” Mendoza 
said. 

Elize Dushimimana, Ref-
ugeeRise Americorps mem-
ber, said the derecho signifi-
cantly impacted refugee and 
migrant communities in the 
neighborhood she serves on 
the South west side of Cedar 
Rapids.

“...There's a few apartment 

complexes that were heavi-
ly damaged, and the familys 
there were more, a network 
of a community,” Dushimi-
mana said. “And so unfortu-
nately since they all stayed 
in one spot, they didn’t have 
family members to go stay 
with, so they became dis-
placed.”

Dushimimana said it’s im-
portant to think about the 
mental health aspect as well.

“A lot of our families are 
refugees or immigrants, and 
they’ve already gone through 

past trauma, and now this is 
a new trauma that's added 
on,” Dushimimana said.

Since the derecho hit, Du-
shimimana said her Refu-
geeRise team members have 
been working to aid these 
communities.

“...I really think that we’re 
still in survival mode,” Du-
shimimana said. “But here in 
a few weeks or a few months, 
if we just remember that 
we’re in it together, we will 
just be stronger and better 
for it.”

to travel as much on cam-
pus or to work. Bionic Bus 
is a door-to-door service for 
students in Iowa City and 
Coralville who need assis-
tance in navigating campus.

“Fortunately, with [the] Bi-
onic [Bus], it’s small enough 
that CAMBUS actually has a 
relationship with the people 
who use that service,” he said. 
“They’re all familiar with the 
Bionic supervisor. Commu-
nicating through email has 
become extremely common 
for many riders. It’s more 
efficient than communicat-
ing over the phone. It’s our 
primary accommodation for 
students [with hearing dis-
abilities].” 

While on the UI campus, 
Vizzini said it is difficult to 

notice people are talking to 
him while they are wearing 
masks. He said this isn’t an 
uncommon problem for Deaf 
students and faculty mem-
bers on campus.

“It is challenging,” he 
wrote. “I have an office but if 
someone comes to fix some-
thing, asks for directions, or 
needs help, if I realize they 
are talking to me, I need to 
ask them to come to my of-
fice or go someplace where 
we have a pen or paper. Right 
now, it is not ideal to write 
notes when we might be 
close to each other, passing 
the notes, and touching the 
same pen. Communication 
[during the pandemic] gets 
more challenging for us Deaf 
people.”

http://www.thekonnexion.com


BY HANNAH PINSKI
hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
administration has made 
its decisions dealing with 
COVID-19 based on self-in-
terest, prioritizing profit at 
the expense of maintaining 
a top tier and safe educa-
tional institution.

Other universities, such 
as the University of Illinois, 
has a 0.79 percent positivity 
rate and has taken precau-
tions such as getting test-
ed twice a week, providing 
results typically within 
five hours, and suspend-
ing guests in the residence 
halls.

The response at the UI 
started in March when it was 
decided that the remain-
der of the spring semester 
would be held virtually due 
to the rise of COVID-19 cas-
es. On March 30, the uni-
versity announced that they 
would not be refunding tui-
tion for the spring semester 
so ongoing operations could 
be funded, however they 
would be refunding some 
room and board, recreation 
fees, and arts and cultural 
events fees. 

Students missed out on 
instruction from March 16 
to 20, so how is it fair that 
we weren’t at least refund-
ed for that lost week? When 

we’re told our tuition covers 
16 weeks of education, it 
means that receiving any-
thing less would call for a 
change in cost. 

Even the treatment that 
professors receive portrays 
the self-interest of the uni-
versity’s administration.

Fifteen instructors from 
the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences were laid off 
on June 17. If the UI takes 
pride in their academics, 
why were the professors, 
the people that provide 
the education, cut before 
Bruce Harreld’s salary of 
$590,000? Five of 15 were 
reinstated, a worthy step.

In an open letter that was 
released on July 6 from a 
group of faculty,  a woman 
of color was told she was ex-
pected to return to campus 
or risk losing her job after 
expressing her concerns of 
getting sick. If the faculty 
are treated with such disre-
gard, how can that universi-
ty claim they are a top tier 
academic center when they 
don’t treat the core of edu-
cation with respect?

On July 10, the university 
finally decided to cut Har-
reld’s salary by 50 percent 
for the remainder of the 
year and use the $270,416 
toward the Student Emer-
gency Fund. It may seem 
like a step in improvement 

however it was also an-
nounced there would be 
hiring freezes for at least 32 
positions and salary freezes 
for 4,200 employees.  

The employees, such as 
professors, that are put on 
the front-line deserve an 
increase in their salary for 
the potential risks that are 
present in their working en-

vironment. But once again, 
the top administration is 
determined to lose as little 
profit as they can.  

Now after thousands of 
students have returned to 
campus, there have been 
over 1,000 self-reported 
cases from faculty and stu-
dents. The UI affects not 
only members of the school 

but the entire Iowa City 
community. The university 
is facing financial strug-
gles, but so is everyone else. 
While we are burdened with 
the costs of the pandemic 
as well as tuition, the uni-
versity seems content to 
spend as little as possible 
while taking all it can from 
students. A little kit of pro-

tective gear and constant 
reprimands are not enough 
to stop the spread. 

From the students and 
faculty to the entire Io-
wa City community, the 
university’s administra-
tion needs to start mak-
ing decisions that act in 
the best interest of all of 
us.

BY PEYTON DOWNING
peyton-downing@uiowa.edu

Before anything else, let me 
say this — I think gun culture is 
backward and idiotic. Personal 
ownership of firearms is some-
thing I frankly don’t understand, 
and I personally believe it’s pref-

erable that no one own guns.
But Democrats need to 

change their tune on guns if they 
want Republican converts.

Gun ownership was the big-
gest predictor of voting back in 
2016 — beating race, marriage 
status, and religion, according to 
The New York Times. With Demo-

crats making concessions to the 
right — including Republican 
John Kasich appearing at the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion to say that Joe Biden won’t 
go “sharp left” — why not make 
it in the one area that makes 
sense?

The platform when it comes 

to gun control has largely been 
confrontational. Nothing more 
accurately sums it up than for-
mer Texas Rep. Beto O’Rourke’s 
comments from when he was 
still running for the Democratic 
presidential nomination.

“Hell yeah, we’re going to take 
your AR-15.”

Regardless of any other state-
ments, caveats, or qualifiers, 
this hardline rhetoric is what 
people think of when they think 
of Democrats’ gun policy. And 
Biden hasn’t done anything to 
disprove it.

The former vice president’s 
plan calls for several things in-
cluding banning the creation 
and importation of assault 
weapons and ensuring that all 
guns are “smart,” in that they on-
ly fire if keyed to the fingerprint 
of the owner.

Philosophically, I agree on a 
couple of these points. It would 
be best if guns could only be fired 
by their owners or people the 
owner adds. It would be best if 
people were forced to store their 
weapons safely.

Pragmatically? These are dead 
in the water.

Gun owners are never going 
to vote for things like this — 
there’s so much vagueness about 
these policy proposals that it’s 
going to drive people from the 
opposite side away.

And honestly? I’m not so cer-
tain assault weapons should be 
banned. 

The majority of firearm ho-
micides are committed with 
handguns, according to Pew 
Research Center, with only 4 
percent of them being com-
mitted by rifles, which assault 
weapons fall under. Even then, 
most firearm deaths are suicide, 
not homicide. If all we wanted 
to do was prevent gun deaths, 

we would ban handguns, not 
assault weapons.

While the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention can use 
appropriated funds to study the 
causes of gun violence, they can-
not use those funds to advocate 
for gun control. This means the 
organization cannot lobby for 
reform they find to be helpful.

This provision was made in 
the 1996 spending bill by then-
Rep. Jay Dickey, R-Ark., and 
is now known as the Dickey 
Amendment. (Dickey later re-
neged on his beliefs.)

Any policy put forward needs 
to be backed up with data, but 
that doesn’t exist yet. Democrats 
need to attack the opposition by 
saying they want the research 
done and to go with what the 
data says.

There’s a lot to be done re-
garding guns in America, but the 
way those against firearms have 
approached it has left more than 
enough room for conservatives 
to attack them.

Research is already out there 
discussing what gun owners 
want in gun control — universal 
background checks, greater gun 
dealer accountability, domestic 
violence restraining orders, and 
the list goes on.

There is plenty of overlap 
between what gun owners and 
non-gun owners want. And 
if Democrats want to actually 
swing voters over, they need to 
stop this crusade against assault 
weapons.
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Democrats need to give up the gun fight
Gun-ownership is the largest predictor of how you’ll vote — if Democrats want to win, they need to change their focus.

Ben Smith/The Daily Iowan
Guns are displayed at Scheels in Coralville on Tuesday, April 11, 2017.

COLUMN

The University of Iowa is a business first

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
The Old Capitol is seen on  March 12.

 The miserly approach to COVID-19 shows the UI administration’s focus is not on education or safety. 
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 1 Ball in a gym, maybe
 5 More than buds
 9 Country whose name is believed to come
  from ancient Greek for “honey-sweet”
14 Prefix with static or dynamic
15 Superhero in “The Incredibles”
17 Sports org. headquartered �in Indianapolis
18 They’re made �up of stacked sheets
19 “Whatever”
21 Ram sign
22 Director Lee
23 Whiskey or beer choice
24 Columbia �athlete
25 “The Color Purple” protagonist

27 It’s used in a flash    
28 Org. for good drivers
31 Like some monogrammed towels
33 1980s-’90s series set in California
35 Way to go … or, as two words, lead-in to
  “way to go”
36 ___-pop
37 Bring down
38 Overlook
39 Trainees known to work notoriously long
  hours
41 Med. device regulator
42 Scrunches up
44 Some like it hot
45 Lead-in to amorous

46 One may be cooped up
47 How-___
49 Not sleepy
51 Stage for a big star?
53 “Preach!”
55 Pants, slangily
56 TV host in the World Golf Hall �of Fame
57 Life partner
58 “The funny thing is …”
59 The Forest Service is part of it, in brief
60 Brand with “Classic” and “Wavy” varieties

 1 Diplomatic gift from China
 2 Made peace
 3 Crush something?
 4 Feature of Tokyo’s Imperial Palace
 5 Secured, as a sailor’s rope
 6 Signal for help
 7 Actress Alice of old Hollywood
 8 Abbr. aptly hidden in COMPASSES
 9 Eyebrow-filling technique
10 “What’s that ___?”
11 “What’s that ___?”
12 Número atómico of lithium
13 Hilton ___, Pulitzer-winning critic for The
  New Yorker
16 Be behind
20 Beyond awkward
24 Groin pulls?
26 A.P. English subj.
27 Gymnastics eponym of a double back
  somersault with three twists
28 Meteor showers?
29 Food-filled field
30 Blows away
31 Like 50 U.S. senators
32 Indefatigable
34 Not yet astir
40 Cold brew
43 Los ___ (city in Silicon Valley)
45 ___ code
46 In one ear?
48 Movie reviewers often trash them
49 During
50 Act like a shark, in a way
51 Density symbols
52 “___ pass”
53 Fuss
54 Day when the Last Supper is
 commemorated: Abbr.
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Chatbot psychotherapy reduces opioid use
Researchers at University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics and University of Pennsylvania Medicine developed

artificial intelligence software that helps patients who are experiencing pain after trauma surgery.
BY LILLIAN POULSEN
lillian-poulsen@uiowa.edu

Researchers at the Univer-
sity of Iowa and University 
of Pennsylvania are using 
chatbots, or artificial intel-
ligence software, to deliver 
psychotherapy to patients to 
cut down their opioid use after 
surgeries. 

Chris Anthony, the associ-
ate director of the Penn Hip 
Preservation Center at Penn 
Medicine, collaborated with 
UI Orthopedics Resident Ed-
ward Rojas to study how to ad-
dress the concern for patients 
who become dependent on 
opioids after undergoing trau-
ma surgery.

Anthony said researchers 
wanted to use technology to 
reduce the need for opioids 
and improve patient care.

“Opioid utilization is a real-
ly big deal in our country right 
now,” Anthony said. “We know 
that when patients use opioids 
they can become addicted. Be-
ing able to use less pain med-
ication is a really big deal in 
terms of lowering the chances 
of becoming addicted to medi-
cation over a longer term.”

Anthony said he created the 
chatbot software over a decade 

ago when he was a UI medical 
student. He decided to com-
bine his software with psycho-
therapy, using the help of UI 
Clinical Health Psychologist 
Valerie Keffala, he said.

Chatbots are artificial in-
telligence software that are 
programmed to send text 
messages to patients twice a 
day, Anthony said. If patients 
respond to the messages, the 
chatbots are able to engage in 
conversation with them.

According to the study, 
76 orthopedic patients at UI 
Hospitals and Clinics were 
randomly divided into two 
groups. Each group was pre-
scribed opioid medication, but 
one group received two text 
messages per day over a two-
week period from a computer 
that used artificial intelligence 
software, Rojas said. 

The researchers used accep-
tance and commitment thera-
py, which helps patients move 
through their difficult feel-
ings, rather than stop them, 
Keffala said. Keffala developed 
statements to normalize the 
patient’s experiences.

The chatbots used affir-
mation to validate a patient’s 
pain, hoping to discourage the 

use of opioids, Anthony said.
“If you had to bring it down 

to one word I would say affir-
mation,” he said. “The chatbot 
affirmed patients where they 
were at to encourage them 
that the current pain they 
were feeling after surgery is 
something that is relatively 
normal.”

Using psychotherapy, doc-
tors can help patients self-reg-
ulate and work to prescribe 
them medication based on 
their individual needs, Rojas 
said. 

“I think it’s essential that we 
work on being better stewards 
of these types of medications,” 
he said. “They can cause peo-
ple harm if we do not make 
very thoughtful decisions re-
garding how we treat patient 
pain and the expectations we 
set for patients following sur-
gery.” 

According to the study, the 
patients who didn’t receive 
messages took 41 opioid tab-
lets, while the group that did 
took 26 tablets. 

This 37 percent difference is 
an important indicator of how 
effective psychotherapy can 
be, Anthony said.

“People often don’t have 

exposure to psychological 
skills that can help them move 
through that experience of 
pain very effectively,” Keffala 
said. “We wanted to give them 
psychological skills that can 
help reduce some of that un-
necessary suffering.”

The outcome of the research 
makes the doctors hopeful 

that patients will be able to re-
ly less on opioid medications 
in the future, Anthony said. 

Rojas said this can signifi-
cantly improve patient care, 
especially for those who un-
dergo traumatic injuries.

“This research helps us see 
that patients— by changing 
the way they’re thinking and by 

the way they respond to their 
pain —  can reduce their us-
age of opioid pain medication 
after surgery without compro-
mising that pain relief,” Kef-
fala said. “This gives us hope 
that we can do interventions 
that are non-pharmacological 
and bring patients the relief 
they’re needing.”

Iowa City Downtown District set
to debut free delivery service

 The free-of-charge service aimed at providing business for soft-good stores will run until the end of the year.
BY CLAIRE BENSON
claire-benson@uiowa.edu

Residents of the corridor area 
will soon be able to order clothes, 
books, and toys from downtown 
businesses from their couch. 

Beginning Sept. 8, the Iowa City 
Downtown District will launch a 
new delivery service for soft goods 
businesses as customers shift to on-
line shopping.

The delivery service will pro-
vide those living in the Iowa City, 
Coralville, North Liberty, and Solon 
areas a way to shop downtown from 
their home. The service will be avail-
able Monday through Thursday and 
will deliver to the Cedar Rapids area 
on Fridays. 

Soft-good retailers sell things 
like clothes, books, and toys, and do 
not sell food or tobacco products.

The delivery is of no additional 
charge to businesses and customers 
— MidWestOne Bank and Toyota of 
Iowa City sponsor the program. 

Iowa City Downtown District 
Operations Director Betsy Potter 
said the idea for this delivery service 
was presented by one of the retailers 
located downtown as a way to at-
tract a wide range of customers.

“This was an idea that one of our 
retailers had come up with as a way 
to help soft goods downtown reach 
their customers easier, or to expand 
their customer base to those that 
may only be able to be accessed via 
delivery,” Potter said.

Potter said there are almost 30 
soft-goods businesses involved in 
this new service, each with individ-
ual situations that prompted them 
to take part.

“A lot of the businesses haven’t 

gotten into delivery or haven’t been 
able to get into delivery because of 
staffing, so we’re trying to take that 
off their plate or open up an oppor-
tunity for them,” she said. 

Potter said orders will be placed 
directly through the stores them-
selves, which will then contact the 
downtown district about the need 
for delivery.

One of the four staff members 
will deliver the goods via the official 
downtown delivery vehicle, provid-
ed by Toyota of Iowa City, she said.

Toyota of Iowa City representa-
tive Mike Huber said the vehicle was 
donated to the downtown district 
as a way for the dealership to sup-
port the local businesses within the 
downtown district.

“[It’s simply] partnering with our 
partners,” Huber said. “We have 
many customers that are down-

town business owners or that work 
in downtown businesses, so we’re 
helping them out when they might 
need help.”

Catherine Champion, owner of 
Catherine’s Boutique in downtown 
Iowa City, said with the increased 
demand for stores to deliver during 
COVID-19, about 25 percent of the 
store’s website is routed through the 
website. 

Champion said she thinks this 
service will be beneficial and will 
help take stress away from business 
owners and employees.

“I feel like it’s just something 
that we need,” Champion said. “We 
spend so much time delivering 
things, and it’s obviously a need with 
[COVID-19] right now, and people 
wanting contact less pick up, and for 
people that can’t leave their house.”

Champion said she believes this 

delivery service will provide the 
surrounding communities with an 
additional way to support business-
es in the downtown district, which 
will ultimately strengthen it.

“Downtown Iowa City is the 

healthiest downtown that I’ve seen, 
I mean period, end of story,” Cham-
pion said. “We have a great, diverse, 
crew of businesses...and we have 
a community that supports those 
businesses.”

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Dr. Edward Rojas poses for a portrait inside the Orthopedics and Rehabilitation Center on Monday. Univeristy of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics is carrying out research on how chatbots can minimize opioid usage for patients after surgeries.

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City Downtown District office front as seen on Wednesday.
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Ahmad Wagner released 
by Chicago Bears

Former Iowa men’s basketball 
player and Kentucky football 
player Ahmad Wagner was re-
leased by the Chicago Bears on 
Thursday. Wagner signed with 
the Bears as an undrafted free 
agent in April.

Wagner played in 96 games 
for the Hawkeyes from 2015-18, 
averaging 3.1 points and 2.6 

rebounds per 
game in the 
Black and 
Gold. He then 
transferred 
to Kentucky 
and joined 
the football 
team.

As a senior 
in 2019, Wag-
ner, a wide 

receiver for Kentucky, caught 
15 passes for 254 yards and two 
touchdowns for the Wildcats. 
Wagner attempted to make 
Chicago’s roster as a tight end.

Iowa football commit 
ruled ineligible for second 
straight game

Iowa 2021 football commit 
Arland Bruce IV will not take the 
field with the Ankeny football 
team for the second straight 
week.

Bruce transferred to Ankeny 
from Olathe North High School 
in Kansas in August after his 
home county postponed fall 
high school football. On Aug. 
28, right before the first game 
of the season, Bruce was ruled 
ineligible to play.

The Iowa High School Athletic 
Association has set Bruce's ap-
peal hearing with its executive 
board for Sept. 10. In a Thursday 
ruling, Judge Robert Hansen of 
the Polk County District Court, 
recommended the association 
rule Bruce eligible.

Bruce's transfer to Ankeny was 
approved by the school district 
Aug. 21. He is currently enrolled 
as a student at Ankeny.

Garza atop Katz’s re-
turning players rankings

Big Ten Network college 
basketball analyst Andy Katz 
revealed his rankings of the 
best returning men’s basket-
ball players in the nation this 
season. A Hawkeye sat atop the 
rankings.

Luka Garza was Katz’s top-
ranked returning player in the 
country ranked ahead of Illinois’ 
Ayo Dosunmu, Baylor’s Jared 
Butler, Arizona State’s Remy 
Martin, and Kansas' Marcus 
Gilbert, who rounded out the 
top five.

As a junior last season, Garza 
was named the Big Ten Player 
of the Year and was the first 
player in program history to 
earn national player of the year 
recognition by a media outlet. 
He averaged 23.9 points and 9.8 

rebounds for 
the Hawkeyes.

Other Big 
Ten Players 
featured in 
Katz’s rank-
ings include 
Rutgers’ Geo 
Baker (No. 9), 
Illinois’ Kofi 
Cockburn (No. 

10), Ohio State’s Seth Towns 
(No. 12), and Indiana’s Trayce 
Jackson-Davis (No. 16).

BY ISAAC GOFFIN
isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

September is here, but Hawkeye football 
will still have to wait.

Iowa was originally scheduled to take on 
the University of Northern Iowa on Saturday 
to open its 2020 football season. Then, af-

ter the Big Ten moved to a conference-only 
schedule, Maryland was set to come to Iowa 
City to kickoff the campaign. When the Big 
Ten announced on Aug. 11 that all fall sports 
seasons were postponed because of ongoing 
concerns with COVID-19, it meant this week-
end was now open for Hawkeye football fans.

Many students have come back to campus 

for the fall semester, and on Saturday thou-
sands of Hawkeye fans across the country 
would typically be coming together at Kinn-
ick Stadium to celebrate the start of the new 
season. Coming down I-380 would, under 
normal circumstances, be Northern Iowa 

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

Iowa City High will take on Iowa City West 
on Friday night in the 2020 football edition 
of the Battle for the Boot rivalry. When the 
final second ticks off the game clock, play-
ers on both sidelines likely won’t know when 
they will take the field again.

Athletics in the Iowa City Community 
School District are set to pause following 
the district’s board of directors voting unan-
imously on Aug. 29 to start the school year 
fully online. The stoppage for all district ath-
letic events is scheduled to start Sept. 8, the 
district’s first day of school.

The Iowa Department of Education said in 
August that “in-person activities and prac-
tices would need to be suspended during the 
period of 100 percent remote learning.”

The district’s three high schools — City 
High, West, and Iowa City Liberty High— 
will be in an online-only model the first two 
weeks of the school year. Athletics will not 
be reinstated until the return to a hybrid 
learning model.

“It’s always in the back of our heads,” West 
quarterback Marcus Morgan said following 
the season-opening game Aug. 28. “Our last 
year of playing ball together could be taken 
away just like that… We’re just going out 
with that mindset. Playing hard, practicing 
hard every day because we all know it could 
be our last.”

Morgan and dozens of other high school 

BY BEN PALYA
benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu

Iowa women’s soccer coach Dave DiIanni 
has overseen the program’s steady ascent in 
recent years, culminating in a historic season 
in 2019. The team set numerous records and 
clinched a berth in the NCAA Tournament for 
the second time ever. 

A large part of that success can be attribut-
ed to the program’s strong roster, now led by 
13 seniors and three all-conference players. 
However, credit is due to the setup of the 
team, which complimented the strengths of 
its players. Changing the team’s setup based 
on personnel is one of the main aspects of Di-
Ianni’s coaching style. 

“A lot of the tactics have to do with the play-
ers we have and the skill level that exists in 

their ability,” he said. 

When DiIanni first started coaching at the 
UI in 2014, the team’s personnel couldn't yet 
play his preferred method. However, as he re-
cruited and brought in his own players, the 
team started to play a more advanced style 
that has helped Iowa become a more difficult 
opponent. 

This somewhat goes against the grain of 
what many college teams set up with now. 
With players getting faster and stronger, 
DiIanni says a lot of teams set up like the 
professional Liverpool, to take advantage of 
their athleticism and quickness on both sides 
of the ball in what is commonly a 4-3-3 for-
mation.

HAWKEYE UPDATES A long countdown 
to kickoff

DiIanni discusses 
soccer tactics

Women’s soccer coach Dave DiIanni shares some insight about his coaching philosophy, 
and how that has translated to the field over the past few years.

This year’s edition of the local rivalry 
may be the final guaranteed game for 
both schools as athletics in the Iowa City 
Community School District are set to 
pause on Sept. 8.

Uncertainty 
surrounds 
the Battle for 
the Boot

The Saturday before Labor Day should be an exciting time for Iowa football fans under normal circumstances.

Last season, the Iowa soccer 
team earned an at-large berth 
to the NCAA Tournament for the

STAT OF THE DAY

time in program history

“Being an All-
American mentally is 
far more important 
than being an 
All-American 
physically.”

QUOTE OF THE DAY

2nd
SEE SCHOOL, 5SEE SOCCER, 5

-Iowa kicker 
Keith Duncan 
on the Simple 
Kicking 
podcast on 
why mindset 
is important

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa players walk onto the field for the first game of their season  against Miami (Ohio) at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2019. The Hawkeyes defeated the Redhawks 38-14.

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Head Coach Dave DiIanni speaks to the team during the Iowa versus Ohio State game at the University of Iowa 
Soccer Complex on Oct. 27, 2019. The Hawkeyes defeated the Buckeyes 2-1 in double overtime.
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fans ready to see if their 
Panthers could upset the 
Hawkeyes.

Early that morning, 
there would be fans mak-
ing their way down Grand 
Avenue, trying to get into 
the stadium’s parking lots 
or the surrounding area 
of Melrose Avenue. The 
sweet smell of barbeque 
would be filling the air 
around the stadium.

The Hawk Walk would 
be taking place two hours 
before the game, offering 
the first opportunity for 
Hawkeyes fans to see this 
season’s team before they 
hit the field. 

Thirty minutes later, 
the gates should open, 
with students scrambling 
to get the best seat in the 
student section and show-
ing their support for the 
Hawkeyes warming up un-
der new interim director 
of strength and condition-
ing, Raimond Braithwaite. 

A half-hour before kick-
off, the Hawkeye March-

ing Band would start its 
pregame performance, 
and the stadium would 
start to look full. Nile 
Kinnick should start to 
read his Heisman Trophy 
acceptance speech on the 
scoreboard soon, and the 
team would swarm on-
to the field with AC/DC’s 
“Back in Black” and Me-
tallica’s “Enter Sandman” 
blaring from the stadium 
speakers.

Then, kickoff would 
come, and for three-plus 
hours, Hawkeye fans’ eyes 
are focused intently on the 
game.

A normal season would 
allow fans the opportuni-
ty to watch new starting 
quarterback Spencer Pe-
tras at the helm, and see 
what he could do with 
an offense full of offen-
sive players like Ihimr 
Smith-Marsette and Tyler 
Goodson.

“The wave” would take 
place after the first quar-
ter, and everyone in the 
stands would be on the 
same side supporting the 
children in the hospital for 
a moment.  At halftime, 
the band would have an-
other performance. In the 

second half, the Hawkeyes 
would likely pull away 
from the Panthers and 
have their first win of the 
season. 

But after the Big Ten’s 
decision, nothing on Sat-
urday will look how it nor-
mally would.

Most undergraduate 
classes are online, making 
the foot traffic on campus 
a remnant of what it used 
to be, and there’s great 
uncertainty if classes will 
continue to stay in-person 
up to Thanksgiving.

The Big 12 has decided 
to play football, and there 

will be no fans present at 
Iowa State’s first game on 
Sept. 12. 

When the Big Ten teams 
will take the field next 
remains to be seen. Io-
wa Athletic Director Gary 
Barta said a January start 
to the season could be on 
the table, and other re-
ports indicate some mem-
bers of the Big Ten sup-
port beginning a season in 
late November.

A season will take place 
eventually, but that won’t 
stop Iowa City from look-
ing abnormal in the mean-
time.

For Iowa, although the 
playing style has slightly 
shifted based on who all 
is involved in the team, it 
has remained mostly con-
sistent over the past few 
seasons. This has helped 
the players adjust more  
easeasier and get comfort-
able playing a certain way. 

“Obviously, as person-
nel changes it shifts a little 
bit, but the main themes 
have remained constant,” 
junior Riley Whitaker 
said. 

That all came to frui-
tion last year as the team 
consistently set up in a 
way that was difficult to 
break down, which made 

the Hawkeyes lethal on set 
pieces. 

“We were very orga-
nized, very confronta-
tional and very difficult to 
break down in our 4-1-4-1 
formation,” DiIanni said.

The team allowed only 
18 goals in 21 games, on-
ly allowing 6.8 shots per 
game. 

One thing that has 
helped DiIanni set up his 
teams with a complete 
understanding of the 
game is his knowledge he 
brings from his playing 
career. He was a member 
of the Canadian Nation-
al Team player pool and 
played college soccer at 
the NAIA level. During 
that time, he played at 
nearly every position on 
the field, helping him un-
derstand the game from 
all different angles. 

“I feel comfort-
able coaching the 
defensive side of 
the game and the 
attacking side of 
the game,” DiIanni 
said. 

With a break 
in play caused by 
COVID-19, the team 
has had time to re-
flect on film from 
the past season and 
watch some profes-
sional teams play 
during their down 
time. 

“In the beginning 
of quarantine, we 
did a lot of team 
Zoom sessions, and 
going off of that 
we did a lot of tac-
tical and function-
al zooms,” Hailey 
Rydberg said. “I 
was with the mid-

field group, and 
that allowed us 
to really dive into 
more of a midfield 
function.”

It remains to be seen 
how the team will set up 
for this season, but there 
will certainly still be 

plenty of time to contem-
plate. A more defensive 
setup is highly possible, 
given the lack of returning 

players and reliability on 
set pieces. The team will 
benefit from not relying 
on one player for offense. 

The team posted 16 dif-
ferent goal-scorers last 
season, the most in the 
country. 

DIIANNI
CONTINUED FROM 6

athletes throughout the 
district gathered outside 
the district offices during 
the board meeting, which 
was held over Zoom. The 
message was simple: they 
want to play.

Even after the board's 
decision, these athletes are 
still speaking out.

City High quarterback 
Raphael Hamilton, along 
with many of his team-
mates, tweeted out a video 
Thursday in which Little 
Hawk players urged Iowa 
Gov. Kim Reynolds to per-
mit schools to compete ath-
letically while their schools 
are in an online-only learn-
ing model.

“We will be responsible 
citizens,” one City High 
player said in the video.

“We can virtually learn 
but not virtually play,” an-
other said.

“We are not responsible 
for the spike in cases,” a 
third player said.

A petition to allow the 
continuation of district 
sports while participating 
in an online-only learning 
model has also surfaced 
and has been shared by 
Morgan and other athletes 
throughout the district.

“Extracurricular activi-
ties are an incredibly im-
portant social, mental and 
physical outlet for our stu-
dents,” part of the petition 
reads. “Continuation of 
these outlets is critical — 
particularly during these 
times where social isolation 
is already too prevalent. 

Our students have worked 
hard, been patient and 
have done everything asked 
of them. They have been 
champions about it — they 
want to play.”

The district was grant-
ed permission from the 
state Aug. 27 to begin the 
school year fully online as 
COVID-19 cases surged in 
Johnson County. The same 
day, the district announced 
that it was prohibiting 
spectators at its athletic 
events until further notice.

City High and Liberty 
High hosted football games 
Aug. 28 with no fans in at-
tendance.

Additional rulings will 
be made by the district fol-
lowing the first two weeks 
of the academic year to de-
termine how the learning 
model will look moving for-
ward.

SCHOOL
CONTINUED FROM 6

I feel comfortable coaching the defensive 

side of the game and the attacking side of the game.”

— Dave DiIanni, University of Iowa Women's Soccer Coach

COUNTDOWN
CONTINUED FROM 6

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Head Coach Dave DiIanni speaks to the team during the Iowa versus Ohio State game at the University of Iowa 
Soccer Complex on Sunday, October 27, 2019. The Hawkeyes defeated the Buckeyes 2-1 in double overtime.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City High Wide Receiver Jovan Harris looks back to catch a pass during the Iowa City High vs. Davenport 
Central football game at Iowa City High on Friday, Aug. 28, 2020. The Little Hawks defeated the Blue Devils 35-
14. Due to COVID-19, Iowa City High players were asked to wear masks and fans weren’t allowed in the stands. 
Davenport Central’s players were not required to wear masks. Davenport Central saw some fans turn out to 
their section of the stadium and City High fans gathered outside of school property along the fence.
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http://target.com/sl/iowa-city-downtown/3374
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