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The group, which has led the force for change in Iowa City in coordination with the Black Lives Matter movement over the 
course of the summer, spoke about how they formed and how they plan to continue to push for lasting change.

Marching for change: The 
Iowa Freedom Riders

SEE PAGE 3
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Across  
 1 Spry
 6 Gray, say
10 Raise on a farm
14 Parts of radios
16 Dubliner’s land
17 Dog in “Finding Neverland”
18 Second-in-charge, as at a 
 restaurant
21 “The ___ Erwin Show” (1950s 
 sitcom)
22 Watson of “Beauty and the 
 Beast”
23 Revered emblem
24 Blackens with goo
26 California setting for “Hannah 
 Montana”
28 End of a proof, for short
30 Boundary marking the limits 
 of a black hole
33 Salt Lake City collegian
34 Tuna type
35 Fort ___ (gold depository)
36 Carpe ___ (seize the day)
37 Director of the horror films 
 “Cabin Fever” and “Hostel”
41 Comedian Martin
43 Miner’s big find
44 President who was formerly 
 Theodore Roosevelt’s 
 secretary of war
47 Campaigned
48 Texter’s guffaw
49 Toss the pigskin perfectly
54 Offshoot of punk

55 Knockoffs, informally
56 Baby’s first word, maybe
57 Like pistachios and lemons
59 Peace Nobelist Wiesel
61 19-Down for an air gun
62 Classic comics rallying cry … 
 or a hint to 18-, 30- and 
 49-Across
66 Politician Buttigieg
67 Joel or Ethan of the film world
68 Jail, in slang
69 “Leave it to the ___”
70 It bends when you sit
71 Must have

Down
 1 One little bite
 2 Holst who composed “The 
 Planets”
 3 Cover, as a car
 4 Hula hoop?
 5 Triage sites, for short
 6 Monarchy for over a thousand 
 years
 7 Treatment for A.D.H.D.
 8 Partner of Hammer in the 
 supermarket
 9 Vocal percussionists
10 One creating a little buzz at an 
 outdoor party
11 Angrily abandon a video game
12 Approximately �39 inches
13 “The most successful ___ 
 seldom pays for its losses”: 

 Thomas Jefferson
15 Part of an office bldg. address
19 See 61-Across
20 Follower of “the,” often
25 Trap
27 Preppy clothing brand
29 Prefix with god or john
31 However, in brief
32 Rise from bed … or drop to 
 one’s stomach
36 Jeans material
37 Her, to Henri
38 Affect in a distant, menacing 
 way
39 “Sure, my pleasure!”
40 Instrument with a soundbox
42 Election night graphic
45 Anticipate
46 Like most roads
49 Subject in which sin is an 
 important topic?
50 It means “no returns allowed”
51 Group wielding pitchforks, say
52 Strolled
53 Things shooting from a sci-fi 
 monster’s eyes
58 White bills in Monopoly
60 Key to get out?
62 Tinder or Venmo
63 Harry Potter’s best friend
64 Long stretch
65 A Stooge
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Marching for change: The Iowa Freedom Riders
The group, which has led the force for change in Iowa City in coordination with the Black Lives Matter movement over 

the course of the summer, spoke about how they formed and how they plan to continue to push for lasting change.

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH 
AND JOSIE FISCHELS
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Near-daily protests against 
systemic racism and police bru-
tality swept Iowa City through-
out June and have continued 
intermittently into July. At their 
peak, protests reached numbers 
of nearly 3,000 participants, 
shut down Interstate 80, and 
have brought the city’s governing 
bodies to pass new resolutions 

to address issues at the heart of 
the unrest. Leading the force are 
a group of young Iowans from 
in and around the area, known 
collectively as the Iowa Freedom 
Riders (IFR).

The Daily Iowan sat down with 
several members of the IFR for an 
interview on the group’s origins, 
the status of the movement, and 
where they plan to go from here. 

Some IFR organizers wished 
to remain anonymous because of 
threats from white supremacist 

groups and people antagonistic 
to their movement, as well as fear 
of retribution from the police. 

Forming the Iowa Freedom 
Riders 

Near the end of May, a group 
of friends were hanging out 
when they watched the video of 
George Floyd’s killing in Minne-
apolis. The emotions felt after 
viewing the video sparked a de-
sire to join the protests in the city 

that had become the epicenter of 
a national movement, IFR orga-
nizer Tina Deng said. The first 
rally in Iowa City was organized 
by a few members who would lat-
er become IFR was on May 30 on 
the Pentacrest, and several peo-
ple went to protest in Minneap-
olis afterward. 

When they returned, Deng 
said the group wanted to contin-
ue fighting for change. She and 
her friends began to think about 
how they could bring the move-

ment happening in Minneapolis 
and other cities to Iowa City.

“When we came back, we real-
ized Iowa City also needed to get 
on the movement of changing 
things and rectifying things that 
are going on in its own commu-
nity before we start going out to 
help others in their community,” 
she said.

The group named themselves 
around a month ago as hundreds 
— and sometimes thousands 
— of protesters nightly winded 
through the streets of Iowa City 
in coordination with efforts of 
the national Black Lives Matter 
movement to address systemic 
racism. A few spokespeople from 
the group have appeared at Iowa 

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
A crowd participating in a march to support the Black Lives Matter movement and protest police brutality stops at the intersection of Burlington Street and Riverside 
Drive on June 6.

SEE IFR, 4
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IFR
CONTINUED FROM 3

City City Council and local 
school board meetings to 
present and discuss a list of 
demands they curated to en-
act change. 

Rather than citing indi-
vidual leaders, organizers 
of the IFR said they prefer 
to see the group as a collec-
tive organization. According 
to IFR member Akia Nyrie 
Smith, 25, anyone can be an 
Iowa Freedom Rider as long 
as they stand for the same 
ideals the group does.

“Any person who stands 
by our demands and wants 
to help implement those de-
mands is a Freedom Rider off 
that bat, you don’t even have 
to be from Iowa,” they said.

A member of the IFR who 
requested to remain anon-
ymous said the structure of 
the group allows voices to be 
heard collectively, too.

“Every member of the 
community is involved in 
IFR. Every member, if they 
want their voice to be heard, 
can have their voice be 
heard within IFR,” she said. 
“We provided that platform 
where so many voices that 
felt like they were unheard 
in the community could 
come to our platform and 
share their stories and share 
their own insight about 
[how] it feels to be part of a 
marginalized community in 
Iowa City.”

The group publicly named 
themselves on June 5 during a 
march to Interstate 80 in hon-
or of what would have been 
Breonna Taylor’s 27th birth-
day. On the same day, the 
group launched an Instagram 
account to improve commu-
nication of protest details and 
updates. Over 7,000 people 
now follow the account. 

The group’s name itself 
has a historical tie. Accord-
ing to Akia Nyrie Smith, the 

name stems from the Free-
dom Riders, a group of civil 
rights activists who protest-

ed segregated bus terminals 
by participating in bus rides 
through the South in the ‘60s. 
Wylliam Smith, 22, Akia’s 
brother who handles public 
relations for the IFR, said the 
group also chose not to spe-
cifically name the group the 
“Iowa City Freedom Riders” 
in order to be more inclusive. 

Editor’s note: Wylliam Smith 
is a former columnist for The 
Daily Iowan.

“Our movement is similar 
in that way, in that we are not 
here to cause violence, and 
we are not here to promote 
chaos,” Akia Nyrie Smith 

said. “Instead, we are here to 
ride for those who deserve to 
be free, and we are going to 

ride all the way through.”

Protesting for change

As the protests grew 
throughout June, the IFR 
added structure to their or-
ganic movement. The group 
enlisted volunteer security 
detail, who rode ahead of the 
crowd and on the perimeter 
to scout for police and block 
off roads to make sure the 
group was moving on the 
planned route. 

Volunteer medics also 
offered medical assistance 
when necessary. On June 3, 

State Patrol and Iowa City 
Police Department officers 
deployed tear gas on peace-
ful protesters, and medics 
offered water for people’s 
eyes, treated injuries, and 
helped transport people 
away from the gas. 

Others opened up their 
apartments and houses for 
people to shower or stay the 
night if they needed, and or-

ganizers routinely received 
donations to provide free 
food and water for people in 
attendance. 

“Literally there was any 
kind of help and organiza-
tion that needed for this pro-
test to happen, it was there,” 
Akia Nyrie Smith said. 

Alex Cavillo, 22, attended 
the protests from the begin-
ning and became a leader for 
the medic team, facilitating 
communication between IFR 
leaders and about 80 volun-
teer medics in a group chat. 

Cavillo worked as a life-
guard for many years, and 

he is pursuing training as a 
paramedic. He said he was 
right up front on June 3 when 
officers used tear gas and 
flash-bangs on protesters 
and described the night as 
one of the scariest moments 
in his life. 

“I was trained as a lifeguard 
that as soon as something 
goes wrong you help imme-
diately. There’s no questions, 
no if, and, or but — there’s: 
you go, you help,” he said. “I 
was very confident in that, of 
being able to just take action 
immediately and not hesitate, 
because as you’re trained in 
these certifications, it comes 
as routine.”

Protesting can also be 
physically and emotional-
ly exhausting, organizers 
said, so they try to infuse 
the protests with joy and 
excitement to keep up 
morale. At a few protests, 
drummers and trumpeters 
played along to chants. The 

We are here to ride for those who deserve 
to be free, and we are going to ride all the way 
through.'

— Akia Nyrie Smith, Iowa Freedom Riders organizer

SEE IFR, 5

http://www.usbodycontour.com
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crowds broke into dancing and 
singing in street intersections on 
several nights.

Akia Nyrie Smith said finding 
joy while fighting for a serious 
cause can be an important part 
of activism. The serious and the 
joyful are not opposites, they said.

“If you know the different 
personalities in IFR, we are very 
high-spirited and fun people, so 
we can protest but we can also 
have fun with the chants,” Deng 
said. “Protesting is a very drain-
ing thing. People get tired from 
it. It gets boring if you’re just 
walking and chanting. Add some 
drums, add a beat, add different 
chants — and it can be a party 
too, but we still know what we’re 
fighting for and what we’re there 
to do.”

Pushing for institutional 
change

As demonstrations in the 
streets continued throughout 
June, the IFR began to take their 
message indoors, to the halls of 
Iowa City’s governing bodies. The 
group made a list of 12 demands 
for the Iowa City City Council and 
drafted a list of demands for the 
school board, too. 

Some members of the City 
Council have long shown support 
for the group’s mission. Mayor 
Bruce Teague offered a speech at 
the very first protest on May 30, 
and he and other city councilors 
marched with protesters on June 
4, the day following the tear-gas-
sing incident, with the vow that 
a similar incident would not hap-
pen again.

The council passed a 17-point 
resolution in June addressing 
the group’s demands and com-
mitting to several steps of action 
to curb aggressive policing, give 
civilians more overview of police 
conduct, and address social jus-
tice in the city. 

Since the passage of the reso-
lution, the group has requested a 
presence at council discussions of 
their demands. Groups that bring 
proposals to the City Council are 
usually allowed to give a presenta-
tion and answer questions when 
the council takes up a proposal, 
but a semi-permanent reserved 
seat for council discussions is un-
common. 

The idea has created a rift in 
the council — Councilors Laura 
Bergus, Mazahir Salih, and Jan-
ice Weiner said they’re in favor of 
providing a platform to the group, 
but Teague and Councilors Susan 
Mims and Pauline Taylor said 
they were uncomfortable with al-
lowing the group to speak for the 
whole community. 

“When we’re talking about the 
community of Black people, peo-
ple of color within our communi-
ty, IFR is only one portion of that. 
We have the Black Voices Project 

that has been out there advocat-
ing … I don’t believe personally 
that Iowa Freedom Riders has 
been that elected person to repre-
sent all Black people,” Teague said 
in a July 7 council work session.

IFR organizers said they’ve 
made their best efforts to reach 
out to representatives of other 
groups and Black leaders in and 
around Iowa City. Akia Nyrie 
Smith said the group had meet-
ings with “movers and shakers” in 
both Iowa City and Cedar Rapids 
while drafting the demands, and 
creating them was a collaborative 
process. 

“We do realize that we do not 
speak for all of BLM, in either the 
state, the world, or even Iowa, or 
even Iowa City, which is why we 
never donned the title ‘BLM,’” 
Smith said. “And we do realize 
that it is not fully possible at this 
moment for us to speak for every 
single BIPOC individual within 

our community, both Iowa City 
and Iowa as Iowa Freedom Rid-
ers. Our issue primarily with the 
city council and more specifically 
with Bruce Teague is that with 
what we have been able to present 
and give them within these de-
mands was something we curated 
with as many voices, both BIPOC 
and not, as possible.”

Continuing the momentum

While the IFR has made progress, 
the group agrees that there is still 
plenty to be done. According to Akia 
Nyrie Smith, the organization’s 
work may never be over as it con-
tinues to address new topics and 
deep-seated systemic racism, even 
after the demands are met locally.

IFR organizers also said that 
even though they have been lead-
ing fewer marches in the past 
weeks, the movement in Iowa City 
is by no means losing steam.

“Momentum works in many 
ways,” Wylliam Smith said. “Just 
about every City Council meet-
ing that we’ve had since [physi-
cal protests] had an IFR section 
if they have not been completely 
dedicated to the IFR. So it’s like, 
yeah, we’re not in the street at this 
current moment, but realize that 
the momentum is still there and 
you can tell that just by going to a 
city council meeting and hearing 
them talk.”

For Akia Nyrie Smith, the te-
nacity of the movement in Iowa 
City comes from the people driv-
ing it forward.

“It’s contagious, when you see 
and meet the different people that 
come in and give their talents and 
help organize,” they said. “It gets 
contagious to see their fire and 
their passion to keep pushing un-
til actual change happens — not 
just small things, but actual trans-
formative justice.”

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Protesters march through downtown during a protest on June 8.

IFR
CONTINUED FROM 4
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Witness Wall provides space for 
reflection during times of conflict 

 Located in front of Public Space One, the Witness Wall welcomes anyone in the Iowa City community to create art 
and express feelings toward the COVID-19 pandemic, the Black Lives Matter movement, and more. 

BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

A long, plywood wall held up by 
three wooden posts sits outside 
of Public Space One, located at 
229 N. Gilbert St. The wall — cov-
ered in art — is aptly named the 
‘Witness Wall’ and was created by 
Public Space One for local artists 
and passersby to express their 
feelings toward the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Black Lives Matter 
Movement, and more. 

When the pandemic began to 
seep its way into Johnson County, 
the Public Space One team knew 
they couldn’t host galleries inside 
the house. To accommodate the 
predicament, Cory Christiansen, 
the project coordinator, came up 
with the concept of ‘The Witness 
Wall’ with COVID-19 themes in 
mind. The wall broke ground on 
April 27. 

Inspired by businesses across 
Iowa City that have colorful pa-
per hearts taped to their win-
dows in honor of frontline work-
ers, Christiansen said he was 
reminded of Valentine’s Day and 
decided to contribute to the wall 
with COVID-19-themed paper 
candy hearts. 

“I thought, you know, if Valen-
tine’s Day were right now during 
COVID, what would they say?” 
he said. “And so they’ve got lit-
tle sayings that are kind of like, 
‘Zoom me,’ and ‘test me’ and little 
things like that that are just re-
flective of the times now.” 

Local artist Julia Wolfe was the 
first to create art on the wall. Af-
ter seeing several people garden-

ing in their yards, Wolfe wrote 
down the quote, “To plant a gar-
den is to believe in the future,” on 
the wall, and drew plants to pair 
with the excerpt. 

“I thought it would be a good 
addition to the wall, something 
optimistic that sort of balanc-
es out all of the crazy stuff 
we’ve been dealing with since 
COVID-19 got to the U.S.,” she 
said. 

While the pandemic is still 
ongoing, the art on the Witness 
Wall has since led to the conver-

sation of racial injustice with-
in the United States: The Black 
Lives Matter movement. The bot-
tom of the wall is outlined with 
the names of those who have lost 
their lives due to police brutality, 
and the words, “Black Lives Mat-
ter” can be seen spray painted in 
blue and black across the wall.  

At first, people would have to 
ask Public Space One about con-
tributing art to the wall. Pres-
ently, everyone in the Iowa City 
community is welcome to come 
as they are and create art as they 

see fit, said John Engelbrecht, the 
Public Space One director. How-
ever, the easygoing direction 
leaves space for the possible de-
velopment of bathroom stall art, 
which typically consists of swear 
words. 

“We’re really hoping that, if 
such a thing happened or if there 
was something that we found of-
fense to, then it’s also up to the 
community or us to take issue 
with that and make sure that we 
can erase that and we can replace 
that with something that’s more 

loving or kind of empathetic,” 
Engelbrecht said. 

The wall’s narrative changed 
from the pandemic to the Black 
Lives Matter movement, to al-
so being about both subjects, 
he said. Engelbrecht added that 
walls similar to theirs can be seen 
in town. 

“I think a lot of walls in this 
community have suddenly be-
come witness walls in this way,” 
he said. “So I like to think that 
we can offer a little space to that 
conversation.” 

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
The Witness Wall is seen in front of Public Space One in Iowa City on July 6. The Witness Wall is a decorative plywood wall that serves as an artistic response to COVID-19, Black Lives 
Matter protests, and other recent events.



7  |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2020

BY NATALIE DUNLAP
natalie-dunlap@uiowa.edu

While the University of Iowa 
plans to return to in-person in-
struction for the fall semester, 
some faculty and staff have ex-
pressed concerns that the social 
distancing guidelines created by 
the UI will not be enough to keep 
instructors and students safe. 

Thirty-seven University of 
Iowa faculty members signed an 
open letter to UI students, which 
was published in the Cedar Rapids 
Gazette on the first of the month 
and later in The Daily Iowan. The 
writers shared concerns about 
recent budget cuts that have led 
some lecturers to be fired, which 
could result in larger classes and 
excess work for remaining facul-
ty and staff.

In the letter, the faculty and 
staff members wrote that the 
guidelines outlined for the up-
coming fall semester by the UI  — 
such as 6 feet of spacing in class-
rooms and in-person instruction 
in classroom spaces that accom-
modate for twice the number of 
students — aren’t possible.

Associate Professor of Political 
Science Cary Covington was not 
one of the faculty members to 
sign the letter.

“I think there’s no question that 
face-to-face interaction with stu-
dents and faculty is much better 
for the student,” Covington said. 
“I think back and forth — give and 
take — is crucial, particularly in a 
liberal-arts education.”

Covington said he wasn’t sur-

prised by the UI’s decision, and he 
appreciates the university admin-
istration’s openness to adapting 
the plan. He said he does not feel 
comfortable returning to campus 
in the fall semester, however. 

By the end of the 2020-21 aca-
demic year, Covington will be 70 
years old. He has also been diag-
nosed with diabetes. Both factors 
make him especially vulnerable to 
adverse effects of COVID-19. 

“Those two health factors, risk 
factors, made it just too much risk 

for me in my mind, to be in a situ-
ation where even if the classroom 
was arranged for distancing and 
masks and so on …  going into the 
office, out of the office, going to 
class, going back to my house — 
there would just be too many in-
teractions that would be too risky 
given the outcomes associated with 
diabetes and older ages,” he said. 

Covington is taking a phased re-
tirement, and the fall 2020 semes-
ter is his last as a regular, full-time 
faculty member. Personal concern 

about finding a safe, sanitized 
place to live in addition to his ex-
isting risk factors led Covington to 
decide to teach virtually from his 
new home in California — closer 
to his grandchildren.

Covington said his classes have 
less than 50 students in each, and 
his request for virtual instruction 
still needs to be approved by the 
college, but his department head 
was supportive of his choice.  

Teaching assistants have also 
voiced concerns about the fall 

plan. Inga Popovaite, a sociology 
and criminology graduate stu-
dent from Lithuania, said she has 
worked previously as a TA and will 
be a research assistant in the fall.

 International graduate stu-
dents are facing a conundrum in 
regard to in-person class, she said.

“As a graduate worker, I’m very 
opposed to in-person classes and 
also as an international student, I 
understand that I need those class-
es to stay here,” Popovaite said. 

Anthropology graduate student 
Caleb Klipowicz will be a TA in 
“Contemporary World Problems” 
in the fall. 

Klipowicz, who said he would 
prefer all classes be online, said 
the university’s plans for social 
distancing during in-person 
classes put an extra burden on 
TAs.

He said that putting gradu-
ate students in this situation is 
indicative of a larger pattern of 
graduate students being an af-
terthought for the university. 
He also noted that there are no 
guidelines in place for TAs to en-
sure students follow the rules and 
adhere to social distancing and 
other health safety guidelines in 
the classroom.

“[UI President Bruce Harreld] 
is like, ‘Well people will just wear 
masks, and they will stay 6 feet 
apart’ and that was it,” Klipowicz 
said. “So, I ask a question, ‘What 
if someone refuses? What if some-
one says no?’ So if you’re in that 
situation as a TA, there’s no in-
frastructure in place for how you 
handle that.”

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
The Old Capitol is seen on March 12.

Faculty and staff are voicing opposition to and personal concern around the resumption of partial in-person instruction 
in the fall 2020 semester.

Faculty and staff voice concerns 
about fall semester



8  |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2020

International students navigate new ICE order
Previous guidelines from the Student and Exchange Visitor Program would have had drastic impacts on the University of 

Iowa’s international student population. Students spoke about how the order would have affected them.

BY DI STAFF
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Editor’s note: This story was 
written and interviews were 
conducted prior to the Tuesday 
announcement that The Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and 
U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agreed to rescind 
recent guidance that barred inter-
national students taking online 
classes from remaining in the 
U.S. 

Previous guidance issued 
by the Student and Exchange 
Visitor Program, part of the 
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, required 
international students en-
rolled in all-online courses at 
their school due to the coro-
navirus pandemic to leave the 
U.S. by the fall semester or 
transfer to a school that will 

offer in-person instruction. 
For some international 

students studying at the Uni-
versity of Iowa, the guidelines 
made the decision to return 
to campus for hybrid classes 
amid a global pandemic even 
harder. Students already face 
travel restrictions, bans, and 
complicated traveling pro-
cesses due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The Daily Iowan sat down 
with four UI international 
students to learn about how 
the new order would have im-
pacted them.

Paige Ho

For incoming sophomore 
Paige Ho, learning that she 
may be forced to leave the U.S. 
before completing her second 
fall semester at the University 
of Iowa was “shocking.”

The journalism and mass 
communications major has 
spent the summer in her 
hometown of Binh Duong, 
Vietnam. Up until last week, 
she was busy preparing to 
return to Iowa in August, 
but after learning about the 
guidelines, she was unsure 
of her plans.

“Initially I was going to 
go back and take classes and 
have discussions and basical-
ly stay in my apartment, but I 
don’t know how with this new 
regulation,” she said. “I don’t 
know if it would be safe for 
me to go back or not, just be-
cause it’s going to be a whole 
mess if we switch to online — 
and I don’t have any backup 
plans.”

Vietnam closed its borders 
to foreign nationals in March 
and reaffirmed the closure 
in late June. While Ho said 

repatriation flights are avail-
able for citizens to fly from 
the U.S. to Vietnam, they are 
extremely expensive and dif-
ficult to plan.

Ho serves as an Interna-
tional Ambassador for UI 
admissions, where she helps 
answer questions from pro-
spective international stu-
dents. She said her ambas-
sador position allows her to 
hear the concerns 
of incoming inter-
national students as 
well. 

“I was actual-
ly talking to a girl 
who is in the same 
country and she is 
worried about the 
whole situation — I 
feel like everyone is 
also confused… and 
for me I don’t even 
have the answers 
for that, so I don’t 
know what to do,” 
she said. 

Despite the con-
fusion, Ho said she 
was grateful for how 
supportive the UI, 
International Pro-
grams, and her friends have 
been throughout the process. 
She said the support is neces-
sary and appreciated by stu-
dents like her, and hoped the 
UI would continue to do what 
it could to protect its interna-

tional student population.
Presidents of the UI, Iowa 

State University, and the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa sent 
a letter to Iowa’s congressio-
nal delegation on Monday ex-
pressing their concerns about 
the new guidance from ICE. 
The City of Iowa City also 
joined 25 other cities, towns, 
and counties in signing an 
amicus brief supporting a 

lawsuit filed by MIT and Har-
vard University against the 
U.S. Department of Home-
land Security.

“I feel like our school — 
they care about their inter-
national students,” Ho said. 

“I know that for me, to study 
abroad is really hard, so I feel 
like to have the support from 
the university is really a big 
thing for us.”

Aasthika Das

Aasthika Das, a sopho-
more studying biology at 
the UI, said she was initial-

ly planning to spend the 
break between Thanksgiv-
ing and the spring semes-
ter at home with her family 
in India, as the break for 
online classes would allow 
her time to visit.

Although she was plan-
ning to leave the U.S at the 
end of in-person classes, 
Das said the announce-
ment was a “bit of a shock.” 

“Initially it was my 
choice to come back home, 

It’s like the U.S. is kicking me out.'

— Paige Ho
Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan

Paige Ho, an incoming UI sophomore and ambassador for international students, poses for a portrait 
through a zoom call on July 10 from her home in Vietnam.

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Aasthika Das, an incoming UI sophomore and biology major, poses for a portrait through a zoom 
call on July 12 from her home in India.
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International students navigate new ICE order
and now it’s like you kind 
of have to go back home,” 
Das said. 

While there is some un-
certainty as to if Das will be 
able to reenter the U.S. for 
the spring with travel bans, 
she feels her advisors will 
be able to help her, or in the 
worst case, she will continue 
to take classes all online. 

Das said the decision 
didn’t change how welcome 
she feels in Iowa City.

“The way I see it, I don’t 
have a direct connection 
to ICE or the U.S. govern-
ment. The only people I 
have a direct connection 
to in America is the Amer-
ican students around me,” 
she said. “They’ve always 
made me feel very wel-
come, and they’re such 
lovely people, all my pro-
fessors and the friends 
I’ve made so far.” 

Das said the lawsuit that 

Harvard and MIT filed 
challenging ICE’s ruling 
made her feel like there is 
support for international 
students across the U.S. 

“I see that the people 
who are my age who are 
like me in the U.S., they do 
want to take a stance. It’s 
not like they’re not wel-
coming to other people,” 
she said. “I have the faith 
that the entire country as a 
whole will be able to make 
the right decision, and not 
just some people who sit in 

the government.” 

Joslin Some

Joslin Some, like many 
international students, was 
waiting to find out exactly 
how the ruling would affect 
his situation. 

“I was really surprised, and 
I didn’t know what to make 
of it. It’s pretty stressful to 
not know what’s going to 

happen,” Some said. “Even if 
we did have to go, there are 
so many travel bans – where 
would we go?” 

Some said he is slated to 
take at least two or three of 
his fall semester classes in 
person. 

Some said that while at first 
he felt disheartened by the 
announcement, emails from 
International Student and 
Scholar Services and the Col-
lege of Engineering made him 
feel like there was support for 

international stu-
dents on campus. 

“It did [make me 
feel unwelcome] 
– maybe for half 
a day. But when I 

started receiving emails with 
support, that made me feel 
a lot better about myself,” he 
said. 

Some, originally from 
Burkina Faso, said he chose to 
study at Iowa for the unique 
computer science and en-
gineering program, as well 
as to be near relatives in the 
Iowa City area.  He said his 
first-year experience was pos-
itive, despite the challenges 

COVID-19 created.
“I’ve had fun during my 

first year and met a lot of new 
people, and had experienc-
es I never thought I would,” 
he said. “I’ve always felt wel-
come.” 

Shimin Park

Shimin Park said the ICE 
order felt like a ban on inter-
national students. 

“It’s not an outright ban, 
but it is,” she said. “From see-
ing what the Trump admin-
istration has been doing, it’s 
been very anti-immigration, 
and it is doing exactly that.”

Park, a junior from South 
Korea and the UI Undergradu-
ate Student Government inter-
national student constituency 

senator, is living at home for 
the summer. She said she was 
looking forward to studying 
in Iowa City for the fall, but 
as cases of the coronavirus 
continued to rise across the 

U.S., she became increasing-
ly wary of leaving a country 
that has largely contained 
the virus and returning to the 
states.

Park got approval to study 
at a campus in South Korea 
through the UI’s exchange 
program for the fall, so she 
won’t be returning to Iowa 

City for the semester. 
“It was a tough decision to 

make, since I have so much 
love for Iowa City and the 
Hawkeye community,” she 
said. “And it’s really sad still to 

think about leaving behind, at 
least partially, a lot of commit-
ments that I made.”

Through her role in USG, 
Park said she wanted to work 
with the university to ensure 
international students study-
ing on campus wouldn’t be 
forced out once classes go on-
line after Thanksgiving.

With nearly 1.1 million in-
ternational students studying 
across the U.S., Park said she 
was concerned about the safe-
ty of sending mass numbers 
of students around the globe 

if they didn’t qualify to remain 
in the country. 

“I’d have to think that 
would entail a whole lot of 
problems with health, putting 
our health at risk and others’ 
health at risk,” she said. “...
COVID-19 is a very real thing, 
and it’s a scary thing and we 
need to be more careful.”I have faith that the entire country as a 

whole will be able to make the right decision, and 
not just some people who sit in the government.'

— Aasthika Das
Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan

Aasthika Das, an incoming UI sophomore and biology major, poses for a portrait through a zoom 
call on July 12 from her home in India.

Even if we did have to go, there are so 
many travel bans  — where would we go?'

— Joslin Some
Jake Maish/The Daily Iowan

Iowa student Joslin Some poses for a portrait over Zoom on June 13.

To say it quite bluntly, I feel like it’s a ban. 
It’s not an outright ban, but it is.'

— Shimin Park
Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan

Shimin Park poses for a portrait through a zoom call on July 13 from her home in South Korea. Due to rising 
coronavirus numbers in the U.S., Park decided to enroll in an exchange student program and will stay in 
South Korea for the fall semester instead of returning to the UI.
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Alcohol effects could contribute to 
spread of COVID-19, experts say

Alcohol consumption impairs judgment and suppresses the immune system, potentially increasing contraction vulnerability and 
COVID-19 transmission for people engaging in social drinking at bars and restaurants, according to local public health experts.

BY MARY HARTEL
mary-hartel@uiowa.edu

Local public health experts 
are examining the role that al-
cohol consumption may play in 
contracting and transmitting 
the coronavirus as the volume 
of positive cases continues to 
climb in Johnson County and 
around Iowa.

Paul Gilbert, assistant pro-
fessor in the University of Iowa 
College of Public Health, said 
being drunk could definitely 
impact one’s ability to comply 
with social-distancing guide-
lines. 

“Alcohol has all sorts of ef-
fects on the body, pretty quick-
ly and pretty directly, and one 
of the effects is on the brain 
in that it starts to change the 
brain chemistry and how your 
brain works, and even from the 
first sip these changes begin,” 
said Gilbert, whose primary 
research follows drinking pat-
terns in the population at large.

Gilbert said it’s hard to 
determine the threshold for 
when drinking begins to im-
pair one’s decision making for 
most infrequent or moderate 
drinkers, but alcohol changes 
the brain chemistry, especially 
around the prefrontal cortex — 
the part of your brain that es-
sentially checks impulses and 
raises caution.

 “That becomes impaired 
the more and more alcohol is 
in your system, so absolutely 
people could start disregarding 
the precautions, whether it’s 
wearing masks or distancing 

— anything else,” Gilbert said. 
Consuming alcohol has al-

ways been recognized as hav-
ing a disinhibiting effect on 
people, Gilbert said, relaxing 
and loosening them up.

“A lot of times at small levels 
that’s the effect we’re going for, 
it makes socializing easier, it 
makes you more gregarious,” 
Gilbert said. “But it also has 
that effect of interrupting the 
process in your brain that kind 
of puts a check on things that 
might be risky or dangerous or 
that you maybe shouldn’t do.”

In addition to impairing 
judgement, alcohol consump-
tion has a direct impact on the 
immune system and tends to 
suppress it, Gilbert added.

“The more alcohol you drink 
and the more frequently you 
drink, the more ineffective your 
immune system is going to be,” 
he said. “So, if you are exposed 
to anything from the common 
cold to tetanus to COVID, your 
body is going to have a harder 
time fighting back against any 
infection because of that expo-
sure to alcohol.”

In light of a recent uptick 
of cases in Johnson County, 
Gilbert said it’s probably a bad 
time to think about going into 
crowded indoor spaces where 
people won’t be wearing face 
coverings. 

The safest course of action 
is to not consume any alcohol 
at all, Gilbert said, or otherwise 
to engage in common low-risk 
drinking behavior.

Gabby Coleman, a senior 
studying marketing at the UI, 

said she tested positive for the 
coronavirus on June 27.

Primarily asymptomatic be-
sides losing her sense of taste, 
Coleman, a server at local bar 
and restaurant Saloon, said she 
thinks she contracted the virus 
either from working or from 
drinking at other bars with her 
coworkers one night.

Coleman said she “for sure,” 
thinks being drunk could affect 
people’s ability to properly so-
cially distance and follow mit-
igation guidelines. 

“I would be serving people 
margaritas, and on their third 
one they just take off their 
mask and don’t even try to 
keep it on or they’ll come up to 

the bar and talk to me, whereas 
before they wouldn’t even go in 
the restaurant.” Coleman said. 
“And same at the bars, I feel like 
when everyone’s drunk and 
having fun they’re just sort of 
— you know, your first instinct 
is to hug your friend — and so 
if you’re drunk, you’re probably 
going to hug your friend.”

Sam Jarvis, community 
health manager with Johnson 
County Public Health, said the 
county is seeing a spike in pos-
itive cases among a younger 
demographic.

Jarvis said it would be diffi-
cult to pinpoint exactly where 
transmission was occurring, 
but he thinks there’s a multi-

tude of factors contributing 
to the spike, and that alcohol 
consumption and engaging in 
social drinking activities could 
be one.

“We obviously recognize 
that when you’re out to drink 
or eat, certainly you can’t do 
that with a face covering on 
and so being in an enclosed 
area, not wearing a mask, po-
tentially in close quarters next 
to a lot of persons, that kind of 
environment creates a really 
decent area to have transmis-
sion occur,” Jarvis said.

Jarvis added that while peo-
ple are socializing and enjoying 
company, it may be harder to 
remember to maintain a 6-foot 

distance, and when loud mu-
sic is playing, people are more 
likely to speak louder and expel 
more respiratory droplets.

“You’re kind of looking at a 
perfect mix for transmission 
potentially,” Jarvis said.

On July 12, Coleman ended 
her quarantine, she said, and 
is now encouraging people to 
stay out of the bars, or at least 
wear a mask.

“I feel bad because being 
young...I was like, ‘Oh yeah, it 
doesn’t affect me,’” Coleman 
said. “But it does — because 
it affects older people, our 
families, people who might be 
immunocompromised, it’s a 
bigger picture.”

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
Beer flows as patrons enjoy on a sunny afternoon on Sunday.
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Opinions
COLUMN

The police must be defunded
Police violence and ineffective previous 

measures means that defunding is the only 
method to truly change the police state.

Kate Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City Police Department vehicles are seen on July 9, 2019.

BY PEYTON DOWNING
peyton-downing@uiowa.edu

There are no words to adequate-
ly express the shame and indig-
nation I feel as a citizen of the 
United States in the wake of all the 
violence that has occurred in the 
past weeks, months, and years at 
the hands of the police. 

To even begin to reconcile the 
damage that has been done to 
American communities, we must 
come together and call unani-
mously for the defunding and 
eventual abolition of the police 
system as we know it.

I recognize that this may seem 
like a drastic and radical approach, 
but it is in actuality the only way 
in which we can achieve any mean-
ingful change to the system. 

Body camera reform has been a 
talking point for as long as I can 
remember. Accountability in a 
box, something to record every-
thing going on. The idea that the 
police won’t abuse their power 
with cameras on. 

Except, cameras aren’t always 
turned on. And when they’re 
turned on, sometimes they’ll be 
turned on too late to capture any-
thing, or turned off early.

Or worse, that footage doesn’t 
see the light of day. When the 
police are in charge of their own 
oversight, they can and will do ev-

erything within their power to en-
sure that leads are buried. Sadly, it 
seems as though body cams do not 
even significantly or consistently 
impact police behavior or citizens’ 
views of police.

Giving the police new rules or re-
strictions won’t matter if there’s no 
enforcing it. Body cameras, offices 
of accountability, any and all of it 
won’t change the fact that how po-
licing is done in this country does a 
disservice to its citizens. 

Defunding the police isn’t just 
taking away the money and not 
doing anything else. It’s about sys-
temically rearranging how we as 
citizens prioritize our community 
resources.

Mental health, homelessness, 
drug addiction, wellness checks, 
domestic violence, and more are 
all responded to by the police. Why 
is it that our first response to peo-
ple in trouble is the presence of 
people armed with guns?

If we put money toward com-
munity assistance, to help people 
instead of punishing them, that 
would do more to combat crime 
than any amount of further mili-
tarization of the police.

Educational benefits, employ-
ment opportunities, and more all 
assist in crime prevention. Not 
to mention access to substance 
abuse treatment facilities not on-
ly decrease the cost of associated 

crimes, but assist people in need 
of help.

Crime doesn’t just come from 
nowhere — people aren’t going 
to commit crime and risk ruining 
their lives forever because they’ve 
run carefully estimated simula-
tions of the cost-benefit analysis. 
Crime happens because people 
have no other choice. 

Imprisoning people helps no 
one. It not only harms those im-
prisoned, but their families as 
well. By helping people before they 
have to turn to crime, by fund-
ing community resources to help 
those of us most vulnerable, we 
not only help them, but help our-
selves as well.

Iowa City’s 2021 budget has 
been released and unsurprisingly, 
the police are the largest expendi-
ture from the city’s general fund at 
$15,667,193. Their budget makes up 
25 percent of the general fund and 
11 percent of the total city budget.

How much is being spent on de-
velopmental services? What helps 
people with affordable housing, 
public health, and other such proj-
ects? $18,803,574.

While this is a far greater than 
most cities in the U.S. (look no 
further than the Baltimore City 
budget), neighborhood and devel-
opmental services funding in Io-
wa City has only increased about 
$350,000 since 2017, while funding 

for the police department has in-
creased by more than $2.5 million 
in the same timeframe. There are 
still massive strides that Iowa can 
take in order to continue to com-
bat crime without the police.

It is unbelievable that we would 
sooner have people thrown in pris-
ons and subject to the criminal 
justice system than give them as-
sistance. If we are to change the 
root, systemic causes of police 
brutality, then it is not enough 
that we simply give new rules to 
the same police. 

We must change the way we as 
a society and a community view 
crime and the responses we take 
to combat it.
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BY CHLOE PETERSON
chloe-peterson@uiowa.edu

States need to shut 
down again to mitigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

If there’s one thing that the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
shown us, it’s that the Ameri-
can people cannot take care of 
themselves. The very day that 
states opened bars, restau-
rants, or beaches, thousands 
of people were going out, not 
wearing masks and ignoring 
social distancing guidelines.

Wisconsin Dells saw over 
100,000 people over the 
Fourth of July weekend. De-
spite the popular waterpark 
Noah’s Ark only allowing 
one-third capacity, people 

still were packed into the 
wave pool, blatantly ignor-
ing social distancing requests 
from both the state and the 
park management.

At Diamond Lake in Mich-
igan, people were standing 
shoulder-to-shoulder in the 
water, barely giving them-
selves enough room to turn 
around.

The American people have 
proven, time and time again, 
that when given the choice, 
they will choose themselves. 
It doesn’t matter if 132,000 
people have died in the coun-
try due to this pandemic. 
They will cling to the lifestyle 
that they knew pre-pandem-
ic, they will choose their ‘free-
dom’ over people’s lives.

States came out of lock-
down way too early. To actu-
ally mitigate the virus, states 
need to go into lockdown 
again, and shut down bars, 
beaches, and attractions until 
the U.S. can actually get this 
pandemic under control.

The best example of miti-
gating the pandemic is New 
Zealand. New Zealand went 
into a severely strict lock-
down in March, shutting 
down all businesses except 
for grocery stores, corner 
stores, and pharmacies. 
Restaurants were not able to 
open at all, not even for take-
out. The country stayed in 
that strict lockdown for four 
weeks, before slowly opening 
the economy again.

Now, New Zealand is car-
rying on as normal. Sporting 
and musical events are al-
lowed to take place with no 
restrictions. In a population 
of five million, the county has 
recorded 1,533 cases and only 
22 deaths.

In comparison, South Car-
olina has a population of 5.1 
million people, with 44,847 
cases and 820 deaths.

On the other side of the 
world, the U.S. is experienc-
ing a second wave before the 
first one even ended.

Texas saw a surge in cases 
after they reopened bars and 
restaurants to dine in. Even 
after the governor ordered 
bars to close again on June 
26th, Texas saw its record 

high in cases on July 4th, with 
8,258. Now, Texas is having 
the same hospital bed short-
age that New York York was 
back in April. Several Texas 
cities are worried that they 
will run out of hospital beds 
in the next two weeks, with a 
record high of 8,181 people 
hospitalized for the coronavi-
rus on July 5.

Florida is worse off than 
Texas. With the state’s rapid 
reopening of the economy, 
people have been going to 
bars and beaches. Florida’s 
cases have skyrocketed, with 
40,000 new cases in four days 
- from July 2 to July 5. Cases 
in Florida now make up 20 
percent of total cases in the 
U.S. Hospitals have need-
ed to ban elective surgeries 
once again as more and more 
COVID-19 cases need hos-
pitalization. Despite that, the 
governor of Florida is refus-
ing to issue a new lockdown 
order, instead only banning 
drinking alcohol at bars.

Iowa never officially shut 
down. Although governor 
Kim Reynolds took many of 
the same steps as shut down 

states, like temporarily shut-
tering nonessential business-
es and limiting restaurants 
to takeout, she never felt the 
need to place a stay-at-home 
order. And even though we 
never really shut down, we 
still opened up too early. Iowa 
was one of the first states to 
reopen in early May, despite 
rising cases at that time.

As of Tuesday, Iowa has 
35,631 cases of COVID-19 
and 755 deaths. Daily cases 
have begun to increase again 
after a slight downturn in 
May and early June, and Iowa 
hit a record number of daily 
new cases on July 10. If Iowa 
had actually shut down and 
stayed shut down during the 
worst of the pandemic, the 
state could have prevented a 
lot of pain and unnecessary 
death to Iowans. 

Nationally, cases are rising 
more than they were when 
everything shut down in 
March, and individual people 
do not care. If the U.S. wants 
to actually put an end to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, states 
will need to shut down again 
and stay shut down.

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Tailgate in downtown Iowa City is seen on June 29. Local business reopened after a mandatory shutdown resulting from COVID-19, but the 
resurgence in cases is causing another wave of shutdowns.

COLUMN

Shut it all down — again 
States like Florida and Texas are experiencing a second wave due to their 

rapid reopening.
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The driver is in his first full season in the NASCAR Cup Series and will be participating in an event at Hawkeye 
Downs later this month. 

BY ISAAC GOFFIN
isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

When Joey Gase’s twin sons 
grow up, he’ll have a lot to tell them 
about his first season racing full-
time in the NASCAR Cup Series.

The 2020 season started off like 
any other with the Daytona 500, 
where the Cedar Rapids native fin-
ished 23rd. A few races later, Gase 
finished 29th at the FanShield 500 
in Phoenix. He said he had a lot of 
momentum after that race.

Then the COVID-19 pandemic 
made NASCAR suspend its season 
for a little over two months.

“It was very strange to say the 
least for sure,” Gase said. “It was 
something that you never expect 

to happen or prepare for and that’s 
basically how every sport and busi-
ness and everything. You heard 
about the virus, but you never re-
ally thought was going to do what 
it did to the entire world, so it was 
really weird to have a break in the 
[season] just as long as our normal 
offseason.”

On May 17, the Cup Series re-
turned for The Real Heroes 400 
in Darlington, South Carolina. 
Though it was an official race, it 
was unlike anything any of the 
drivers had experience in NA-
SCAR.

As with almost all Cup races so 
far after the suspension, there was 
no qualifying or practice. That 
meant when a driver got to the 

racetrack, they were racing for 
real. 

The strangest thing for Gase 
was there being no fans, which is 
what most Cup races are still like 
now. 

“But once you got in the car, it 
was just like being on a bike and 
right to normal and you didn’t 
even know any difference once 
you’re in the car and back racing,” 
Gase said. 

Though Gase did hit a rough 
patch soon after that Darlington 
race, he’s starting to get back in 
his groove. He finished 26th at the 
Brickyard 400 on July 5 in Indiana. 

He also participated in an event 
that got national attention.

What appeared to be a noose 

was found in Bubba Wallace’s 
garage the Sunday (June 21) that 
the GEICO 500 in Talladega, Ala-
bama, was supposed to race. Due 
to inclement weather, the race was 
postponed the next day, and all the 
drivers pushed Wallace’s car down 
pit road. On that Tuesday, the FBI 
concluded that the rope was fash-
ioned like a noose and did not clas-
sify the incident as a hate crime.

“We’re all very tough competi-
tors and can be fighting each other 
one week and cursing each other 
out,” Gase said regarding pushing 
Wallace’s car. “But we all know if 
something ever happens, we’re all 
one big family and we always have 
each other’s back.”

Gase will be returning to his 

hometown racetrack, Hawkeye 
Downs in Cedar Rapids, for the 
July 24 “Be A Hero 30.”

This event, which is sponsored 
by the Iowa donor network, is 
close to Gase’s heart because his 
family chose to donate his moth-
er’s organs after she died suddenly 
from a brain aneurysm when he 
was 18. 

“[The event] first and foremost 
[is] to raise awareness for organ 
donation and to get people to 
register,” Gase said. “And to al-
so hopefully a bunch more cars 
out there at Hawkeye Downs and 
show them what a great facility it 
is and what kind of great racing it 
can put on not only for the racers 
but also the fans.”

Contributed/The Daily Iowan
NASCAR’s Joey Gase drives his No. 51 car. The Cedar Rapids native will be competing in the ‘Be a Hero 30’ event at Hawkeye Downs on July 24.

Cedar Rapids native Joey Gase 
discusses interesting NASCAR season

Sports
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Soccer Alumnae Committee 
starting to act

The committee was formed in order to help former Iowa players feel more connected with the program they had 
put so much time and effort into.

BY WILL FINEMAN
willian-fineman@uiowa.edu

When head coach Dave 
DiIanni arrived at Iowa six 
years ago after coaching at 
Grand Valley State for 11 
years, he noticed that some-
thing was missing in terms 
of the connection between 

the Iowa soccer program 
and its alumnae.

“I was really looking for a 
way to create a family identi-
ty for our alumnae,” DiIanni 
said. “I found really quickly 
that this was not something 
that they felt like they had at 
the time, and that was actu-
ally really sad.”

One of the many re-
sponses to this that DiI-
anni and the soccer pro-
gram have made is to form 
the Iowa Soccer Alumnae 
Committee. 

The committee is made 
up of nine former players 
whose years on the Hawk-
eye soccer team are spread 

out across two- to three-year 
intervals dating all the way 
back to the first year of the 
program in 1997. 

At its core, the role of 
the committee is to serve 
as an information chain 
between the current Iowa 
soccer program and its 
former members. 

“What would they like to 
see, how would they like to 
be represented in our pro-
gram, what are some ideas 
they have for alumnae week-
end, how would they like to 
promote their profession 
to our current student-ath-
letes,” DiIanni said. “Right 
now, a lot of it is informa-

tion and idea-sharing, and 
then how do they want to 
best support the program.”

Another key function of 
the committee is to help 
current and future Hawkeye 
soccer players connect with 
alumnae after they graduate 

SEE SOCCER COMMITTEE, 15

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Head Coach Dave DiIanni speaks to the team during the Iowa versus Ohio State game at the University of Iowa Soccer Complex on Oct. 27, 2019. 
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SOCCER COMMITTEE 
CONTINUED FROM 14

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Fans watch during Iowa’s match against Illinois State on Sunday, September 1, 2019. 
The Hawkeyes defeated the Red Birds 4-3.

to gain information and oppor-
tunities as they move into a new 
stage of their lives. 

The committee has created 
LinkedIn and Facebook pages 
among other tools in order to cre-
ate a system where recent gradu-
ates and Iowa Soccer alumnae in 
general can stay connected with 
each other. It is also circulating 
a Google doc where alumnae list 
what their college major was when 
they were at Iowa, if they have pur-
sued further education and what 
those degrees were, and what their 
job is and where they are now.

 “Our hope is to create a net-
work where if a recent graduate is 
moving to Chicago, she can look in 
the Chicago network and see that 
there are five or six alumnae there 

and this specific alumna went to 
law school, business school, etc. 
and she can then reach out to that 
alumnae member,” said Kelsie Full, 
a member of the committee and 
Iowa player from 2004-07.

Alumnae Weekend is an annual 
event during the fall season where 
former players are invited to re-
turn to their alma mater to recon-
nect with other alumnae and meet 
current players while enjoying ac-
tivities put together for them.   

The alumnae committee is set 
to have a heavy influence on this 
weekend in order to make it as en-
joyable as possible for the alumnae 
and turn it into an important event 
for the fall season.

“We have set up coaching meet 
and greets and tours of the facili-
ties, so that is really cool for some 
of the alumnae to come back and 
get engaged with some of the 
coaching staff they might not have 

played under,” said Stephanie 
Swanson, a committee member 
who played at Iowa from 2007-10. 
“We have also been talking about 
putting together an alumnae pick-
up game.”

DiIanni said the alumnae feel 
that coming to Iowa to play soccer 
is a four-year decision, but a 40-
year investment.

The hope of the committee is to 
help the alumnae stay connected 
amongst themselves and with the 
program in order to feel prouder of 
that investment.

“A lot of the relationships you 
build with your teammates are 
kind of one of a kind, so it is some-
thing that you kind of have as a sis-
terhood of sorts,” Swanson said. “It 
really helps to drive a sustainable 
culture in the program when you 
have that bond and a level of con-
sistency throughout the playing 
generations.”
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Open every day
10am - 10pm

       • Personal one-on-one service
          • Knowledgeable staff
             • High quality pieces
                            

Iowa City’s
OG Pipe Shop!

106 S Linn Street, IC | thekonnexion.com

Oil Changes  • Alignments
Computer Diagnostics

Air Conditioning Service & Repair
Electrical System Diagnosis & Repair

Brake System Repair • Tune-ups
Cooling Systems Service & Repair

Scheduled Maintenance
Mu�er Service & Repair and More!

605 North Dodge St
337-3031 • dst-ic.com

CURBSIDE
PICK-UP

OPEN MON-SAT
10 AM - 5:30 PM
FOR PRIVATE
APPOINTMENTS

CALL
319-337-9444

http://www.stophiviowa.org
http://www.tech-assoc.com
http://www.chomp.delivery
http://Order.MellowMushroomIowa.com
http://icookiesandmore.com
http://www.kathyfobian.com
http://www.thekonnexion.com
http://www.dst-ic.com
http://shopactiveendeavors.com
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