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  covid-19
  squeezes

      farmers’
       finances 

Across the state, farmers  
   are feeling the impacts of  

   the novel coronavirus 
       pandemic as closed   
          farmers markets,    

 restaurants, and  
       meat-packing plants 
create financial struggles 
while crop prices drop. 
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Across  
 1 Tour de France, e.g.
 5 Sonny Corleone, for one
 9 Crow
13 Professor in a library, perhaps
14 New Testament epistle
16 Second attempt, informally
17 Laura Dern, in “Little Women”
19 Prelude to a perspective
20 Creepy-crawly, maybe
21 Made tight
23 Actress Thompson of “Selma”
25 Swipe
26 Big name in Dadaism
27 Where R.N.s are always
  needed
28 Sarah Drew, on “Grey’s 
 Anatomy”
31 Shorten the sentence, maybe?
34 Hip designs?
35 Ming-Na Wen, on “Agents of
  S.H.I.E.L.D.”
39 Princess Organa
41 Avowal to a long-distance 
 lover
45 Barbara Billingsley, on “Leave
  It to Beaver”
49 Santa’s helper?
50 QB blunder: Abbr.
51 Half of a centaur
52 One of the Obamas
54 To-go
56 Golf coup

58 Blind as ___
59 Chinese appetizers … or a 
 punny description of 17-, 28-, 
 35-and 45-Across
63 Hair on the back of the neck
64 Academic’s “and others”
65 Christmas season
66 Crafts’ companion
67 Go downhill fast
68 Like quiche

Down
 1 Engine stat
 2 In the style of
 3 Gets cozy
 4 Watson, Willard and 
 Woodhouse
 5 Unconscious condition
 6 Dr.’s org.
 7 Sequel title ender
 8 Prepared to respond
 9 Camembert cousin
10 Leftover bit
11 Sticks (to)
12 Positive media coverage
14 Title for M.L.K. Jr.
15 Prepare, as oysters or corn
18 Elizabethan, for one
22 Trigonometry symbols for 
 angles
23 Nervous habit
24 Prefix with system
25 Actress Drescher of “The 

 Nanny”
28 ___ ears
29 Canada’s smallest prov.
30 Compensates
32 Friend for Françoise
33 Swell
36 Go in headfirst
37 Mother Bethel ___ Church 
 (Philadelphia congregation 
 since 1794)
38 Soviet space station
39 Energy snack marketed to
  women
40 Contest hopeful
42 What might give you that nice 
 warm Christmas feeling?
43 Big name in nail polish
44 International powerhouse in 
 women’s soccer
45 Mexican root vegetable 
 popular in salads
46 Relaxed
47 Bursts forth
48 Related to the stars
52 Team head: �Abbr.
53 Single-handedly
55 Waze ways: Abbr.
56 Arthurian �heroine
57 ___ Khan
60 Bit of land in the Seine
61 Component of a relay
62 Crafty
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BY MARISSA SMITH
marissa-j-smith@uiowa.edu

Iowa City restaurants are part-
nering with nonprofit food pan-
tries and the Community Founda-
tion of Johnson County to provide 
freshly prepared meals to those 
experiencing food insecurity amid 
community spread of the novel 
coronavirus.

Former Iowa kicker and NFL play-
er Nate Kaeding and Deluxe Cakes 
and Pastries owner Jamie Powers 
together co-founded the Food with 
Love project after seeing a need for 
meals in the Iowa City community, 
Community Foundation of Johnson 
County Executive Director Shelly 
Maharry said.

“Marrying entrepreneurialism 
with love of community is what really 
created this,” Maharry said. 

Kaeding came to the Community 
Foundation with an idea for restau-
rants to join up in response to a need 
for meals locally, Maharry said. He 

saw there was both a need and idle 
food.

Together, they worked with ex-
perts in food insecurity, verified the 
need for food with partner Table to 
Table, and identified the best places 
for distributions, Maharry said.

The result was the Food With 
Love project, which aims to satisfy 
the need among local residents for 
more meals, keep restaurant work-
ers employed, and create additional 
no-contact volunteer opportunities, 
Maharry said.

“We are keeping people employed, 
we are keeping restaurants open, we 
are feeding those in need,” Maharry 
said. “It just makes sense.”

Within the project, Table to Table 
and Common Table — both nonprof-
it food pantries in Iowa City — are 
responsible for estimating the num-
ber of meals they think are necessary. 
That number is sent to LaTasha De-
Loach, coordinator at the Iowa City 
Senior Center covering logistics for 
the project, who then informs par-

ticipating restaurants on how many 
meals to prepare. 

Meals are prepared by St. Burch 
Tavern, Pullman Bar & Diner, De-
Luxe Bakery, and Big Grove Brewery. 
A volunteer picks up the finished food 
from a designated restaurant and de-
livers it to one of the nonprofits for 
distribution, DeLoach said.

By April 24, the project had pre-
pared and distributed around 3,500 
fresh meals, DeLoach said.

DeLoach has always had a person-
al and professional desire to help ad-
dress food insecurity in any way that 
she can, she said, and the Food With 
Love project is helping her fulfill this 
lifelong passion.

“If I can help get the people who 
can prepare the food to the people 
who need the help, how can I help?” 
DeLoach said. “I’m going to sign up 
right away.”

St. Burch Tavern and Pullman Bar 
& Grill Managing Partner Cory Kent 
said he was more than happy for both 
restaurants to help with the project.

“Just because the rest of the world 
is on pause doesn’t mean people don’t 
need food,” Kent said.

Kent views this project as a win-
win situation — the restaurants get 
to give back to their community and 
their employees get to keep a steady 
income.

The Food With Love project is 
funded solely by donations from 
community members, Maharry said. 
The project has raised $53,000 in sup-
port so far.

The restaurants are operating fully 
off of donations, DeLoach said, which 
doesn’t leave them much of a prof-
it. This shows just how much these 
restaurants care for their community 
and strive to give back, DeLoach said. 

She hopes this project will contin-
ue to help the Iowa City community 

through the end of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“They’re not making a profit off of 
this. This is really a project of love,” 
DeLoach said. 

With restaurant operations near-
ly shut down because of COVID-19, 
Kent said business might be dip-
ping in comparison to full-swing 
operations, but the restaurants will 
continue to give back to their com-
munity and keep fighting to make 
the best out of this unprecedented 
situation. 

“For the city of Iowa City to be flex-
ible with their resources to support 
such a great program says so much 
about the community that we live 
in and where our priorities are, and 
that’s serving and supporting each 
other,” Maharry said.

Maharry said she believes this 

project reflects greatly on the Iowa 
City community and its willingness 
to help neighbors in a time of need.

“There’s no greater way to share 
your love and friendship with some-
one than sharing a meal,” Maharry 
said. 
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Serving meals with community love 
Iowa City restaurants are partnering with nonprofit food pantries and the Community Foundation of Johnson County 

to create a program that provides freshly prepared meals to Johnson County residents in need. 

Hayden Froehlich/The Daily Iowan
Table to Table program Assistant Andrew Winkers oversees a delivery from St. 
Burch Tavern for the Food with Love Program on Tuesday. The program supplies hot 
meals to shelters in Iowa City while reimbursing the restaurants that participate. 

http://www.copyworks.com
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UI expects fewer international students

BY MARY HARTEL
mary-hartel@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa offi-
cials anticipate recent trav-
el bans and increased xeno-
phobia will exacerbate the 
trend of declining interna-
tional-student enrollment 
for the upcoming school 
year amid the spread of the 
novel coronavirus.

UI International Pro-
grams Dean Russell Ganim 
said the university and its 
Big Ten peer institutions are 
in a similar position with re-
gard to future internation-
al-student enrollment. 

“At this point the drop 
could be significant,” 
Ganim said. “We do not 
know for sure yet because 
everyone is sort of in a hold-
ing pattern.”

Ganim said UI Interna-
tional Programs is not an-
ticipating a drop in return-
ing international students.

“We’re sort of in a period 
of watching and waiting 
right now,” Ganim said. “... 
But we do feel that there 
will be a decline in our 
new international-student 
enrollment for the fall of 
2020.”

Ganim said that although 
the number of new inter-
national students to enroll 
at the UI has declined in 
recent years, international 
students as a whole account 
for a large number of the UI 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate population. 

According to UI Admis-
sions Office data, interna-
tional students made up 7.9 
percent of total UI enroll-

ment for the fall 2019 se-
mester. Asia is the primary 
geographic origin for inter-
national students at the UI, 
and accounts for 84.9 per-
cent of the campus interna-
tional population.

Ganim said UI Interna-
tional Programs studies 
and interprets the language 
of immigration or travel 
restrictions to determine 
what the implications may 
be for students. 

President Trump signed 
an executive order limiting 
immigration into the U.S. 
for 60 days on April 22 in re-
sponse to the global spread 
of COVID-19. 

Ganim said this order, ad-
ditional immigration bans, 
and xenophobic rhetoric 
could create a chilling effect 
and deter future interna-
tional students from choos-
ing to study in the U.S. 

Michael Bortscheller, UI 
associate director of In-
ternational Student and 
Scholar Services, said his 
department does not serve 
immigrant students or sta-
tuses that would be directly 
affected by the order, which 
limits employment-based 
statuses.

Bortscheller noted that 
feelings of exclusion, how-
ever, could affect UI interna-
tional-student enrollment.

Center for Diversity and 
Enrichment Executive Di-
rector Nadine Petty said 
the number of new inter-
national students studying 
in the U.S. and at the UI de-
creased in 2017. 

While it’s difficult to 
gauge all the factors driving 

this decline, Petty said she 
suspects Trump’s anti-im-
migrant campaign rhetoric 
and election played a role.

“There was a surge of in-
ternational students start-
ing to question the safety of 
the United States and ques-
tioning whether or not they 
would be welcomed if they 
came to America to study,” 
Petty said. 

Petty said the new travel 
ban could impact interna-
tional-student enrollment 
for fall 2020 in a similar 
way.

“Absolutely the travel ban 
I think sends a message,” 
Petty said. “It might not di-

rectly have anything to do 
with it in the sense that the 
travel ban does not exclude 
students from coming into 
another country to study, 
but it does send a message, 
it does create an optic, and 
it does create some doubt 
within international com-
munities as to whether 
or not they would be safe 
and accepted in the United 
States.” 

Bortscheller said that, 
although it’s quite possible 
there may be a decline in 
enrollment, UI Internation-
al Student and Scholar Ser-
vices is still planning and 
preparing as though every-

thing will be back to normal 
in the upcoming academic 
year — at least with the im-
migration system.

In regard to tuition, 
Bortscheller said UI inter-
national students pay the 
same amount as out-of-
state students. UI nonresi-
dent students currently pay 
$31,793 in tuition and fees.

Ninety-seven percent 
of undergraduate interna-
tional students’ and 31 per-
cent of graduate interna-
tional students’ fund their 
education through personal 
and family funds, accord-
ing to fall 2019 UI enroll-
ment numbers. 

One percent of under-
graduate international 
tuition and 65 percent of 
graduate student tuition 
is funded through the UI, 
though an International 
Programs report denotes 
that “relatively few grad-
uate students receive aid 
that is not, in effect, em-
ployment related.”

“We very much value the 
contribution of our interna-
tional students and schol-
ars,” Ganim said. “We want 
to celebrate their achieve-
ments and welcome them 
to our campus because they 
enrich us academically and 
culturally.”

While the UI is still planning for a return to normalcy in fall 2020, university officials said current rhetoric surrounding 
immigration may deter potential students from wanting to study in the U.S.

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
The University of Iowa Study Abroad office is seen on Oct. 21, 2019.  
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High schoolers’ experiences 
slip away amid COVID-19

After Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds announced that public schools statewide would close until the fall, high-school students 
involved in sports and fine arts are facing lost opportunities to compete and perform.

BY ELEANOR HILDEBRANDT
eleanor-hildebrandt@uiowa.edu

When Jessica Moonjely prepared 
for her final tennis season at Iowa 
City West High School, she was 
ready to create more memories with 
the team that had played a primary 
role in her high-school career. But 
the season didn’t go as planned.

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds and the 
Iowa Department of Education an-
nounced April 17 that schools would 
remain closed for the rest of the ac-
ademic year because of the global 
outbreak of the novel coronavirus. 
This decision also meant spring 
sports and fine-arts events would 
be canceled until the fall — includ-
ing Moonjely’s competitive tennis 
career.

Moonjely began playing tennis 
when she was 9 years old and was 
slated to be the captain of West 
High’s team for the second year in 
a row. She was excited and already 
planning team-bonding activities 
before COVID-19 emerged, Moon-
jely said.

“My job was to get everyone ex-
cited about the season,” Moonjely 
said. “We had quite a few freshmen 
who were joining the team and I 
was excited to welcome them onto 
the team. I’m sad I couldn’t do that, 
but I know next year the team will 
be great and I’m glad I could lead the 
team even for a little while.”

Moonjely was the only senior on 
West High’s team, and she plans 
to continue playing tennis on club 
teams after graduation. Moonjely 
said her team and her coach are still 

trying to do something special for 
her senior year. 

West High junior Caroline Chan-
dler, Moonjely’s teammate plans to 
continue playing tennis in college, 
but said losing her junior-year sea-
son made the recruitment process 
more difficult.

“By junior year, coaches are reach-

ing out to you or you’re reaching out 
to coaches on your own,” she said. 
“Junior year is important because it’s 
the final push for you to get noticed 
by coaches at the state tournament, 
and it’s your first year playing as an 
upperclassman and you can really 
showcase your playing.”

Without a state tournament for 
Chandler to compete in this year, 
she said the best she can do is focus 
on the future, keep practicing, and 
create a sense of community with 
her teammates, regardless of where 
they are.

“When we found out that we 

wouldn’t have a season, we had a 
team Zoom call and it really set in,” 
she said. “What I love about tennis 
is the chance to compete and spend-
ing time competing with my team-
mates. Now, we’re missing out on a 
year of that.” 

In addition to the sudden end of 
sport seasons, fine-arts programs 

in the Iowa City Community School 
District watched their own perfor-
mance dates slip away before Reyn-
olds made her final decision to close 
schools. 

Liberty High School’s production 
of Shrek was something twin broth-
ers Aubrey and Beau Leavenworth 
were both preparing for when they 
received news that the production 
was canceled. 

Aubrey was the head of sound at 
Liberty High and was looking for-
ward to the opportunity to work 
with new people and equipment in 
April. He said the technical side of 

theatre has opened his eyes over the 
years, and he will miss experiencing 
another opening night this spring.

“Being in a leadership position, 
it’s really rewarding to teach people 
on my [sound] team and share what 
I know,” Aubrey said. “I missed out 
on teaching the new freshmen on 
my team how to do certain things 

because we didn’t have a show.”
The Leavenworths are also in-

volved in their school’s choir pro-
gram. Beau said that even with the 
outbreak of COVID-19, his teachers 
and directors are still making sure 
students stay connected through 
arts and music. 

“One of our wonderful choir di-
rectors, Mr. [Robert] Williams, put 
together a virtual choir for us to sing 
in this spring,” he said. “A lot of the 
people involved in the musical sang 
and it was a really nice way to still 
participate in choir while this crisis 
is going on.”

Beau said it is difficult to miss 
out on learning more from theatre, 
which has taught him skills that he 
doesn’t learn in classrooms. 

“Theatre has really taught me how 
important it is to balance your life 
and always be a hard worker,” he 
said. “It taught me a lot about being 
part of a team and I’m losing that el-
ement of my learning right now.” 

Iowa City High School senior Re-
ese Hill was ready to take the stage in 
her school’s production of Matilda. In 
her final year of high school, Hill said 
she helped choreograph some of the 
scenes for the show and poured her 
heart into the production. When the 
musical was postponed until next 
spring, Hill said she was devastated.

“It really sucked,” she said. “I had 
spent so much time after school 
working on the choreography and 
trying to live up to the standard I 
wanted to… We also have this tra-
dition on the final show for the se-
niors to all give speeches about their 
time in the drama department. We 
couldn’t do that this year in person, 
so we had a Zoom meeting and gave 
our speeches, so at least we had a lit-
tle bit of closure that way.”

Hill will attend Grinnell College 
in the fall and plans to be involved 
in the theatre department. She said 
that while this transition has been 
difficult, she knows that her experi-
ences now and in the past are worth-
while. 

“I know theatre is where I feel the 
happiest,” she said. “I’m being the 
best version of myself when I’m in 
theater. Regardless of [COVID-19], 
I’m excited for the future.”

Contributed photos of Caroline Chandler and Jessica Moonjely
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Area theaters take indefinite intermission 
While many local theaters have selected to postpone their upcoming performances rather than cancel them entirely, 

pushing show dates back has posed new challenges for actors and companies.

BY JOSIE FISCHELS
josie-fischels@uiowa.edu

The costumes are hanging 
patiently, the set is built, and the 
performance venue is secured, 
but for the University of Iowa’s 
anticipated spring production 
of The Light in the Piazza, the 
show must now wait until No-
vember before it can officially 
go on.

The cast members would 
have taken their final bows 
April 19, completing more than 
a year’s worth of work to put on 
the first collaborative produc-
tion between the UI School of 
Music and Theatre Department. 
But because of restrictions on 
mass gatherings to contain the 
spread of COVID-19, both the 
UI performing arts and theaters 
across the country have had to 
decide whether to cancel their 
upcoming performances or 
move them to a later date.

The Light in the Piazza Direc-
tor Bill Theisen, the UI director 
of opera, said postponing the 
production seemed like the 
right move given the amount of 
time and money already spent 
on the show. 

Theisen said the cast was al-
most exactly halfway through 
the rehearsal process before 
spring break, and everything 
needed to move into the per-
formance space at the Coralville 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
including the set and costumes, 
was ready to go.

“I’m certainly moving for-
ward under the hopeful as-
sumption that we will be able 
to pick up where we left off 
in the fall and be back in the 
classroom, because a good 
deal of [the show] has already 

been worked on,” Theisen said. 
“It won’t be like starting from 
scratch.”

One issue local productions 
have faced while ultimately de-
ciding to postpone shows has 
been the potential to lose cast 
members in the process. 

Theisen said he feels fortu-
nate to have 16 of the original 
17 cast members of The Light 
in the Piazza respond that they 
could continue with the pro-
duction in the fall. This count 
even includes some graduating 
students who will return to per-
form while they spend the fall in 
Iowa City.

Other local theaters have not 
had the same experience. The 
Giving Tree Theater in Mari-
on, Iowa, puts on one show a 
month, and already had to can-
cel the remaining performanc-

es of its most recent show, 26 
Pebbles, in March.

Giving Tree Theater will need 
to hold another round of audi-
tions for the company’s produc-
tion of Cabaret to fill the roles of 
members unable to continue 
in the production, said one of 
the company’s owners, Andrea 
Henley. 

The theater had held only 
one rehearsal before notifying 
the cast that the show, set for 
May, would be postponed until 
January 2021.

UI second-year student Alex 
Granfield was one of the cast 
members who chose to drop out 
of Cabaret. He said that when he 
found out the production was 
being pushed until next year, 
the idea of committing himself 
to a show so far into an un-
certain future quickly became 

overwhelming.
“I just don’t really know 

what opportunities are going 
to arise,” Granfield said. “It’s so 
hard for me to plan my life that 
far in advance, especially right 
now as a student. I don’t know 
how much things are going 
to change between now and 
then.”

Henley and her husband 
Jamie are in their first year 
co-owning Giving Tree Theater. 
She said the theater has already 
experienced a loss in revenue 
in the absence of performance 
opportunities, but declined to 
provide The Daily Iowan with the 
specific amount of funds lost.

Andrea Henley said the 
theater has experienced some 
unique financial challenges 
because Giving Tree is not a 
nonprofit organization, mean-

ing it can’t rally together with 
other theaters to create and pro-
mote fundraising efforts, but is 
confident that it will be able to 
bounce back by offering script 
readings, karaoke nights, story-
telling events, and shows once 
the doors reopen. 

Riverside Theater in Iowa 
City and Coralville Center for 
the Performing Arts on April 3 
participated in a “virtual cab-
aret” hosted by Old Creamery 
Theater in Amana. While the 
fundraiser had an initial goal 
of $5,000, the collection of show 
tunes sung by local perform-
ers ended up raising almost 
$17,000, according to a post on 
Old Creamery Theater’s Face-
book page.

Despite fundraising, lo-
cal theaters will need to find 
more ways to stay afloat, even 

after they can start holding 
performances again, said Ad-
am Knight, producing artistic 
director at Riverside Theater. 
Knight said Riverside is pro-
jected to lose up to eight perfor-
mance weeks over the course of 
the pandemic — the equivalent 
of $40,000 in revenue.  

“For a theater that really runs 
on the margins, that’s a big hit,” 
he said. 

Riverside has postponed its 
production of A Doll’s House Part 
2 to July, and while the compa-
ny still has this summer’s Free 
Shakespeare production of 
“The Winter’s Tale” scheduled 
as usual, Knight said the perfor-
mance date may soon need to 
be pushed back to August.

The company has not yet an-
nounced its upcoming season, 
which will start up again in the 
fall. Knight said productions 
may look different then, if they 
are able to go on at all. Right 
now he said he anticipates tick-
et sales to be down as much as 
40 percent, and Riverside’s al-
ready-intimate theater of 120 
seats may need to be filled to 
only half capacity to keep pa-
trons safely distanced from one 
another. 

Like all theaters, Knight 
said Riverside’s current plans 
are all subject to change as the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues 
to wreak havoc, but he shared 
the same sentiment as other 
theaters regarding their post-
poned productions: They will 
hold out as long as they can for 
their shows to go on.

“Theatre at its heart is about 
storytelling, and about collective 
storytelling, and not being able 
to do that — it’s very strange to 
be planning a season,” he said.

Jake Maish/The Daily Iowan
Riverside Theater is seen on Sunday.
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Where does Iowa stand 
in flattening the curve?

History can provide a glimpse into the new post-
pandemic normal as Iowa continues to grapple with 

“flattening the curve” of COVID-19 cases.

BY CHARLES PECKMAN
charles-peckman@uiowa.edu

Iowa is still several days out 
from the state’s projected peak of 
COVID-19 deaths, according to the 
Institute for Health Metrics and Eval-
uation at the University of Washing-
ton.

Iowa’s peak follows that of the na-
tion’s, which was estimated to have 
been nearly two weeks ago.

University of Iowa anthropology 
Professor Andrew Kitchen said Iowa 
is behind the nation’s expected curve 
because infectious diseases tend to 
spread more quickly in urban set-
tings. The state of New York had its 
expected peak about two and a half 
weeks ago, according to the Universi-
ty of Washington metrics, the data of 
which were updated April 22.

“Now, if you live in New York in 
an apartment complex, 
even if you take the stairs, 
you’re touching a banis-
ter that has been touched 
by 400 other people … it’s 
a more intensely urban 
issue, but eventually it 
will reach more rural set-
tings,” he said.

On Monday, Iowa Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds announced an easing of restric-
tions in 77 of Iowa’s counties to begin 
Friday. Neither Johnson nor Linn 
Counties are included in that initial 
rollback, which includes allowing 
restaurants, fitness centers, malls, li-
braries, racetracks, and certain retail 
to begin opening to the public.

Iowa had 6,376 cases of the virus 
as of 11 a.m. April 28, with 39,823 
tested. April 25 saw the state’s largest 
single-day increase in cases with 648 
people testing positive as more test-
ing becomes available. Although the 
state’s daily new case count contin-
ues to fluctuate, Reynolds maintains 

that widespread testing and data col-
lection from the launch of a $26 mil-
lion partnership with a Utah-based 
company will allow the state to target 
and mitigate outbreaks fast enough 
to allow businesses to open.  

“Iowa has specific locations where 
virus activity is widespread, and we 
have areas where virus activity is spo-
radic and other locations where there 
is no activity at all,” Reynolds said in a 
press conference Monday. “Knowing 
this, we can take a targeted approach 
to loosening restrictions.”

The month of April is usually a 
jubilant time on the UI campus — 
graduating seniors congregate on 
the Pentacrest clad in black and gold 
gowns while droves of students cram 
for final exams. 

This year, however, the novel-coro-
navirus pandemic has turned the 
once-bustling campus into a ghost 

town as COVID-19-mitigation efforts 
such as social distancing and non-
essential business closures aim to 
reduce new cases of the virus in the 
Hawkeye State.

Few people know the importance 
of infectious-disease mitigation ef-
forts better, perhaps, than UI micro-
biology and immunology Professor 
Stanley Perlman, whose lab has stud-
ied coronaviruses for years. Accord-
ing to the World Health Organiza-
tion, coronaviruses make up a large 
family of viruses that can infect birds 
and mammals and can be transmit-
ted to humans.

When addressing an unprece-
dented situation, Perlman said it can 

be difficult to make the 
right call when thinking 
about how to best protect 
different populations.

“Some people would 
say that [Iowa] should 
have been sheltering in 
place, but... I think it will 
be more obvious when this 
is all over,” he said. “Cer-
tainly, if you save lives by 
sheltering in place it will 
have been worth doing, 
but there will be people 
with economic problems 
because they cannot make money for 
the weeks they were stuck at home.”

Although it is currently unclear 
when the coronavirus curve will flat-
ten, Perlman said Iowans’ ability to 
hunker down will have the most sa-
lient impact in the long run.

“It may not seem like we’re doing 
much now, but looking 
back on this in the future, 
we don’t want to be in the 
position of asking our-
selves what we could have 
done different,” he said.

When asked how long 
Iowans will be stuck at 

home for, Kitchen said it depends on 
individuals’ willingness to adhere to 
mitigation efforts but cautioned that 
the coronavirus is not like flipping a 
switch — in short, it will be months 
before “our lives seem normal again.”

“I think this is going to last a lot 
longer than people think it will,” he 
said. “Large groups of people — like 
at a football game — will only be safe 
once we have a vaccine.”

Flattening the curve     — through 
a historical perspective

Comparisons are often made be-
tween the 2019 novel coronavirus and 
the 1918 flu epidemic — to Perlman, 

these comparisons are not without 
foundation.

“The world was so different in 1918 
in terms of what our preparedness 
was, and we barely knew what virus-
es were, let alone their impact,” he 
said. 

Perlman said large groups of 
people continued to congregate as 
the 1918 flu spread across the U.S., 
largely unaware of transmissibility 
in large social gatherings. Although 
long-distance travel was not a press-
ing concern during this time, a surge 
in larger cities meant more deaths 
and a longer — and more dangerous 
— curve.

In the U.S. and other developed 
countries, Kitchen said it can be hard 
to reconcile with the inevitability of a 
pandemic when the threat of malaria 
and other diseases is virtually nonex-
istent.

“Explanations for disease often 
come from preexisting beliefs,” he 
said. “During the Black Death, a lot 
of it was, ‘Oh, God is angry at us.’ 
You have people doubling down on 
Christianity and religion … there’s 
always this idea that there’s got to be 
this grand design, it can’t just be this 
natural phenomenon that happens.”

This scapegoating, Kitchen said, is 
not always turned toward God — in 

the internet age, he added that once-
fringe ideas suddenly have a world-
wide platform.

“We’re seeing that today with all 
these conspiracy theories,” Kitchen 
said. “It can’t just be that this emerged 
in China and spread through the Chi-
nese population faster than authori-
ties understood — it has to be some-
thing else, like 5G, because most of 
our 5G technology comes from Chi-
na. That’s how we get a phrase like 
‘the Chinese Virus.’ ”

Kitchen also said racial scapegoat-
ing, which has been targeted toward 
Asian Americans during the corona-
virus pandemic, is not a new occur-
rence. During the Black Death, Jew-
ish communities were inaccurately 
targeted as the source of the disease.

In both cases — the Black Death 
and the current coronavirus pan-
demic — Kitchen said after an initial 
period of shock, a large percentage of 
the population adjusted to the new, 
temporary normal. With that said, he 
added that some will continuously go 
against the grain.

“There will always be some sort of 
grasp for these preexisting prejudic-
es about these groups,” he said. “It 
seems to be something that recurs 
over and over, but of course over time 
people change their views.”

I think this is going to last a lot longer 
than people think it will.’

— Andrew Kitchen, UI anthropology professor

Graphic by Katina Zentz
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Farmers squeezed by COVID-19 uncertainty 
Across the state, farmers are feeling the impacts of the novel coronavirus pandemic as closed farmers markets, restaurants, and meat-packing plants create financial struggles while crop prices drop. 

BY RILEY DAVIS
riley-davis@uiowa.edu

Nicholle Dawson’s Parnell, Iowa 
farm purchased an additional 800 
hens to “gear up” for this year’s farm-
ers markets. Now, as the area’s sum-
mertime farmers markets continue 
to plan for limited operations and 
she transitions to full time no-con-
tact delivery, she said she has 800 
extra mouths to feed without be-
ing able to fully tap into her normal 
source of income.

She co-owns 6 Acre Farms LLC, 
which specializes in egg production 
and is located in Iowa County, one 
of 22 counties that Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds on Monday deemed not 
yet ready to reopen as the number 
of novel coronavirus cases surges. 
The operation moved to full time, 
no-contact delivery in North Liber-
ty, Tiffin, Coralville, and Iowa City. 

While the farm has seen an increase 
in customers since COVID-19 ap-
peared in Johnson County, it doesn’t 
make up for the revenue it lost from 
farmers market delays, she said. 

Iowa’s farmers were hit with 
one of the wettest years on record 
last year, leaving many with finan-
cial struggles and a hope that 2020 
would be better. Owners of farms 
of all sizes were looking forward to 
this spring’s growing season, but 
now find themselves in another 
tough year as the novel-coronavirus 
pandemic ripples through Amer-
ica’s entire food supply, limiting 
meat-processing plant operations, 
closing restaurants, delaying farm-
ers markets, and causing crop prices 
to drop. 

Because of outbreaks of COVID-19 
in meat-processing plants across the 
state, Reynolds mandated on April 
20 that the essential plants would 

remain open but run limited op-
erations to protect their workers. 
Restaurants have been either closed 
or running curb-side pickup and 
delivery operations, and farmers 
markets were planning to conduct 
similar operations until Reynolds 
announced April 24 that the markets 
could reopen Monday as long as they 
took “appropriate precautions,” such 
as practicing social distancing.

In Reynolds’ proclamation on 
Monday, 77 counties, not including 
Johnson County, were permitted to 
reopen restaurants, fitness centers, 
malls, libraries, race tracks, and oth-
er retail establishments at 50 percent 
capacity and loosened restrictions 
on religious and spiritual gatherings. 

On April 24, she announced farm-
ers markets statewide could begin 
limited operations this week, al-
though Iowa City’s farmers market 
plans to continue curb-side pickup. 

Although farmers markets often 
turn into social gatherings, with 
artists and non-food items sold or 
activities taking place, Reynolds 
said only food items would be per-
mitted. 

In total, Iowa’s largest agricultur-
al industries are predicted to suffer 
through staggering revenue hits. 
An April study from Iowa State Uni-
versity estimated that the “overall 
annual damage will be roughly $788 
million for corn, $213 million for soy-

beans, over $2.5 billion 
for ethanol produc-
tion losses and $347 

million 

in losses due to falling ethanol pric-
es, $658 million for fed cattle, $34 
million for calves and feeder cattle, 
and $2.1 billion for hogs.”

The ripples from these shut-
downs, closures, and financial 
changes are large enough to reach 
local farmers in the Iowa City area. 
Iowa Valley RC&D Food Systems 
Director Jake Kundert said the 
majority of local farms in Johnson 
County get their revenue from their 
Community Supported Agriculture 
organizations, restaurant sales, and 
farmers markets. 

Farmers base their production 
and decision making on those mar-
kets, he said, so many were impact-
ed by farmers-market delays and 
restaurant closures. This has forced 
many growers to join the virtual 
movement of putting their products 
online through Facebook, Insta-
gram, and their own websites, and 
delivering their products directly to 
customers’ doorsteps, Kundert said. 

The transition to online sales has 
created a spike in attention and new 

customers, he added, 
but often also creates 

a hurdle for farmers 
who aren’t famil-

iar with running 
a digital shop 

and feel 

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
Family owners (from left) Andrew Kueter-Chadwick, Jeffrey Dawson, Nicholle Dawson and Tonya Bulten of 6 Acre Farms pose 
for a portrait outside the Chauncey Swan Parking Ramp on April 18. Data from Iowa State University



that it takes time away from other 
work they could be doing on their 
land. 

The Iowa City Farmers Mar-
ket’s in-person start date was 
delayed until July 4 because of 
social-distancing guidelines, but 
the city is continually working to 
connect local farmers and ven-
dors with the market’s customers 
through online and contact-free 
alternatives. 

Iowa City Parks and Recreation 
Director Juli Seydell Johnson an-
nounced April 20 that the farmers 
market will partner with Field to 
Family to offer a curbside distribu-
tion market starting May 9 at the 
Chauncey Swan Parking Ramp. 
The market is normally held May 
through October. Home-delivery 
options are also being discussed to 
expand access, the announcement 
stated.

The market would allow for con-
tact-free shopping as all ordering 
and payments would be handled 
online ahead of the actual curbside 
pick-up, said Iowa City Parks and 
Recreation Administrative Secre-
tary Tammy Neumann. Customers 
can order from as many vendors as 
they choose and will be provided 
with an order number to indicate 
to staff and volunteers which order 
is for whom, she said. 

The Coralville farmers market 
will start its mostly drive-up out-
door market May 18. Solon delayed 
its market until June and Swisher 
is postponing indefinitely.

Dawson stressed the impor-
tance of “farm fresh” education 
and encouraged customer loyalty 
to small businesses and local farms 
in the area. Curbside orders in Io-
wa City will include food-system 
education materials such as sea-
sonal menu charts, recipes, pro-
files of local producers, and local 

foods.
“We, as a community, need 

to recognize the importance of 
small businesses and local farms, 
and the importance of what we 
produce because we can give [the 
community] the goods that they 
need when the stores are out of 
it,” she said. “Stores are out of 
[products and produce] every day 
— they run out. So, without small 
businesses like ours, [community 
members] wouldn’t be able to get 
their products, especially not fresh 
products.”

All across the state, hog farmers 
in particular are facing difficulties 
selling their livestock and have ex-
cess hogs as slaughterhouses and 
meat-processing plants begin to 
slow their operations or tempo-
rarily shut down because of coro-
navirus outbreaks in numerous 
facilities.

Steve Berger, a farmer who owns 
a multigenerational family farm in 
Washington County, which is not 
included in Reynolds’ 77-county re-
striction loosening, said he would 
normally market hogs at the Tyson 
Foods’ pork-processing plant in 
Columbus Junction, Iowa, and is 
struggling to find places to sell his 
pork. 

The plant closed April 6 for two 
weeks but resumed “limited op-
erations” April 21 after Reynolds’ 
announcement April 20. Reyn-
olds said the state’s meat-packing 
plants will stay open in order to 
avoid the devastating effects that 
would befall farmers and the food 
supply if the plants were to shut 
down. 

The closures and limited op-
erations are sparking concerns 
among livestock farmers that the 
state will eventually face meat 
shortages and leave farmers with-
out markets to sell their animals 

to, which would push down the 
price for livestock and make meat 
more expensive. During the press 
conference April 21, Reynolds said 
there was also a growing worry 
that livestock will have to be euth-
anized in the near future, which 
would create financial woes for the 
entire food supply. 

In a letter sent Monday, Reyn-
olds and other Iowa leaders urged 
Vice President Mike Pence to pro-
vide resources and compensation 
for farmers if they need to eutha-
nize hogs. 

Berger added that farmers 
are dealing with the challenge of 
market disruption in commodity 
prices, and he recommended that 
farmers take advantage of their 
circumstances any way they can 
during these unfavorable times. 

“You can buy into seed inputs,” 
Berger said. “If you feed hogs, you 
want a low corn price, so low corn 
prices aren’t a bad thing if you’re 
a hog farmer. There’s two sides 
of the market and it just depends 
which side you’re on. So, some of 
the rules have changed and you 
can take advantage of it.”

But not all farmers have such a 
hopeful mindset during this time. 

Rob Ewoldt, a farmer who owns 
a family farm in Davenport, said 

f a r m e r s 
raise hogs 
to an opti-
mal size — 
about 270 
pounds — 
after which 
point hogs 
tend to gain 
more fat. 
In order to 
avoid keep-
ing oversized 
hogs, farmers have 
to ship hogs to plants fur-
ther away, costing them 
more money and taking a 
significant toll atop the strug-
gles farmers are already facing, he 
said. 

In addition to the meat indus-
tries’ impact, the prices of all ma-
jor crops are dropping. Future 
prices for ethanol have plunged by 
40 percent, corn by 15 percent, soy-
beans by 10 percent, and cotton by 
3 percent, according to the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau.

“We use corn for ethanol, we 
use soybeans for biodiesel. But no-
body’s traveling, so nobody’s using 
that product and we’re just build-
ing up as there’s no much demand 

for our 
products 
right now,” 
Ewoldt said. “I’m 
a businessman. 
We have to be able 
to make money to 
keep our operation 
going and right 
now we’re not. 
We’re having some 
really uncertain 
times and I think a 
lot of farmers would 
agree.”
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Farmers squeezed by COVID-19 uncertainty 
Across the state, farmers are feeling the impacts of the novel coronavirus pandemic as closed farmers markets, restaurants, and meat-packing plants create financial struggles while crop prices drop. 

Jeff Sigmund/The Daily Iowan
Eggs loaded for delivery in a truck on Washington Street are seen on April 18.
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Students should explore therapy options through the University Counseling Service before 
dismissing counseling because of the restrictions on state lines.

Going to therapy or having a 
counselor still carries embarrass-
ment to some despite a broader 
acceptance of mental health in 
our society. Even so, during this 
time of stress of COVID-19, mak-
ing sure you are getting as much 
support as you can is crucial. 
University of Iowa students are 
no exception, even with the long 
distance from University Coun-
seling Service. 

When I signed up for group 
therapy my freshman year, we dis-

cussed the rules for the group and 
the confidentiality around it, and 
I was asked if I had a sort of back-
up plan if a friend or peer asked 
me where I was going during the 
group meeting time. While others 
might have felt more comfortable 
with telling others they were at 
work or studying, I told the truth: 
“I’m going to group. I go once a 
week at the University Student 
Counseling building.”

I treasured group therapy my 
freshman and sophomore years; I 
advocate for it whenever the op-

portunity arrives. But when many 
students were forced to leave Io-
wa City because of COVID-19, my 
group disbanded. A major cause of 
the dismantling of my group and 
all others was that I was return-
ing to Wisconsin. Because of state 
lines, the UI could not provide on-
going counseling care for me or 
for many out-of-state students. 

Even so, the university has tak-
en many steps to reach out to stu-
dents across state lines who need 
closure or counseling at this time. 
In a Zoom interview with UCS Di-

rector Barry Schreier, he said 
the UI has moved services to 
telemental health, with no 
interruptions for individual 
counseling. 

“In the end, it was heart-
breaking to let groups go,” he 
said.

While group counseling is no 
longer available during the spring 
2020 semester, Schreier said there 
is a new support group available. 
Because state lines and govern-
ments still uphold state licensing 
during COVID-19, the UI cannot 
officially provide ongoing counsel-
ing. They are desperately trying to 
negotiate with states that a great 
majority of students live in to lift 
their license restrictions. 

“Two weeks ago, we were able 
to connect with Illinois,” he said. 
“Next, we reach out to Califor-
nia.” 

UCS is also finding ways to 
still stay in contact with students 
even with the state lines. The ser-
vice is providing asynchronous 
workshops on numerous topics, 

which people can 
access all over the 

world. A weekly 
newsletter sent to all 
students enrolled at the 

UI called “This Week at 
UCS” lists all of the workshops 
and Zoom meetings. 

In the end, if people do not 
feel comfortable with an online 
group or would rather meet with 
someone in person, Schreier said 
UCS also has a guide on how to 
find a practitioner. As a Wiscon-
sinite traveling to Iowa City, it 
was hard to find a therapist who 
would cover my insurance. With 
this guide, it will make the tran-
sition back into Iowa City in the 
fall smoother. 

I am glad to know that the uni-
versity still cares for its students 
and their mental health during 
this trying time. The institution 
continues to reach above and be-
yond for its students, no matter 
the crisis.
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Opinions
Therapy options during COVID-19

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
University Counseling Service is seen on Oct. 17, 2019. 
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For a governor who has touted a data-driv-
en approach to responding to the novel coro-
navirus pandemic, Kim Reynolds now flouts 
the experts.

 The Des Moines Register on Tuesday broke 
the news that the Iowa Department of Public 
Health received white papers from 
the University of Iowa College of 
Public Health warning that a sec-
ond wave of COVID-19 infections 
was likely if current efforts to mit-
igate the disease were lifted early.   

The report stated that the researchers 
“have found evidence of a slowdown in in-
fection and mortality rates due to social dis-
tancing policies, but not that a peak has been 
reached.” The researchers also cited cause for 
warning given the “considerable uncertainty” 
in the projected number of cases and deaths 
Iowans face, with possible projections rang-
ing from 150 to more than 10,000 deaths.

“… Prevention measures should remain in 
place,” states the 12-page report’s conclusions. 
“Without such measures being continued, a 
second wave of infections is likely.”

Despite receiving the report some time 
“early last week,” the Iowa governor’s admin-
istration on Monday opted to instead take 
steps to reopen 77 of the state’s 99 counties 
starting Friday. Business closures remain in 
effect in the other 22 counties through at least 
May 15.

Reynolds’ move from stricter mitigation 
measures to targeted containment comes too 
early and may carry with it the high cost of 
thousands of Iowans’ lives.

As Gazette columnist Lyz Lenz put it in a 
Monday tweet, “The virus is spreading faster 
in Iowa than in any other state, but today @
IAGovernor is opening up malls, restaurants 
and fitness centers in 77 counties because she 
wants to ‘get in front of the peak’ which is just 
like stepping on the gas so you can slow down 
for a red light.” 

There’s so much we still don’t know about 

COVID-19, the disease caused by the corona-
virus. It’s the safest for Iowa to remain largely 
closed at least until after the state hits its peak 
of cases and we see promising signs that new 
infections are tapering off.

Each day brings hundreds of new cases, 
with the highest one-day jump in cases oc-
curring April 24 with 521 new cases. There are 
currently 5,868 confirmed cases in Iowa and 

127 deaths. These spiking numbers are in part 
the result of increased and targeted testing 
toward areas of outbreaks, such as meat-pack-
ing plants and nursing homes. 

Of course, the prolonged closures come 
with their own toll on the state economy. 
People, including our fellow UI students, are 
struggling to make their rent payments, put 
food on the table, and generally make ends 
meet as they grapple with lost jobs and oppor-

tunities to earn income. 
The financial devastation cannot be over-

looked in the response to this pandemic. Un-
til there is more widespread availability of 
personal protective equipment and an even 
higher testing capacity — or, better yet, a 
COVID-19 treatment and vaccine — closures 
are perhaps the strongest method we have to 
ensure Iowans’ health and well-being. Cur-

rent practices to encourage social 
distancing are still less restrictive 
than the types of shelter-in-place 
order that most other states have 
issued.

Reynolds’ administration 
should heed the warning from the UI experts 
— seven people with doctoral degrees, includ-
ing Mike Pentella, the director of the State 
Hygienic Lab which started as the state’s only 
location to conduct COVID-19 tests.

Extended closures may devastate the econ-
omy, but lifting restrictions too soon could 
very likely result in a devastating loss of life. 
Our governor can’t put a price tag on Iowans’ 
lives.
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EDITORIAL

It’s unwise for the Iowa governor to flout expert advice and ease up on closures too early.

Reynolds should keep Iowa closed

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Gov. Kim Reynolds delivers the Condition of the State address at the State Capitol on Jan. 14.
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Reynolds’ move from stricter mitigation measures 
to targeted containment comes too early and may carry 
with it the high cost of thousands of Iowans’ lives.’
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Voters urged to participate in primary by mail

BY RYLEE WILSON
rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu

Iowa’s primary elections 
— where voters will choose 
candidates for the U.S. Senate, 
House, and Statehouse races 
— will proceed as scheduled 
June 2 amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, though voters are 
highly encouraged to cast 
their ballots through the mail 
to prevent the spread of the 
virus.

The voting process could 
become complicated for col-
lege students who’ve moved 
away from their normal reg-
istered voting address, and 
a University of Iowa student 
group and auditors in stu-
dent-heavy counties are work-
ing to navigate the shift to ab-
sentee ballots.

Polls will remain open June 
2, but many polling places 
across the state are being con-
solidated. A few polling plac-
es in Johnson County will be 
combined, though most will 

remain open on Election Day.
Every registered voter will 

receive an absentee ballot-re-
quest form from the Iowa 
Secretary of State’s office to 
encourage voting by mail. 
Mailing of the forms began 
April 23, and voters should ex-
pect to receive their ballot-re-
quest form sometime this 
week. Absentee ballot-request 
forms must be received by the 
county Auditor’s Office by 5 
p.m. May 22. 

Though all registered voters 
should receive a ballot-request 
form in the mail, the form 
might not find its way to col-
lege students who’ve left their 
registered voting address.

Jocelyn Roof, founder of 
nonpartisan UI student group 
Hawk the Vote, has been mail-
ing absentee ballot-request 
forms to students residing 
away from the address at which 
they are registered to vote. 

“A lot of folks’ forms are be-
ing sent out to places where 
students no longer are, espe-

cially students who are living 
in the residence halls — the 
residence halls are going to get 
a ton of those requests that are 
not forwardable,” Roof said. 
“All of those students are go-
ing to have to figure out how 
to get an absentee request 
form on their own.” 

Hawk the Vote created an 
online form to help students 
determine if they need to ob-
tain their own absentee-re-
quest form. 

Although voters who can-
not receive a ballot-request 
form in the mail can print a 
copy from the Iowa Secretary 
of State’s website, Roof said 
many students do not have ac-
cess to a printer at home and 
printing at the library is no 
longer an option. 

After turning in the absen-
tee ballot-request form, voters 
must also mail the ballot or 
drop it off at their county Au-
ditor’s Office by June 2. 

“You’re getting a form to 
request another form, and 

you have to send both of them 
back, so I think that definitely 
can be confusing,” Roof said. 
“I think some people think 
that getting an absentee bal-
lot-request form is like getting 
their absentee ballot, when 
they’re actually two different 
things. We’re trying to clarify 
that as much as possible.” 

Black Hawk County Audi-
tor Grant Veeder said Iowa 
law currently prevents voters 
from receiving a mail-in ballot 
without requesting one first. 

“Hopefully someday it will 
be like some of the other states 
where they mail out ballots to 
all registered voters,” Veeder 
said.  “I’m certainly in favor of 
that happening in Iowa, but 
we haven’t had much success 
pushing that. Maybe some of 
that will change as a result of 
the current crisis.” 

Colorado, Hawaii, Oregon, 
Washington, and Utah are 
conducting elections entire-
ly by mail this year and don’t 

require voters to turn in a re-
quest form. 

Kevin Hall, a spokesper-
son for the Iowa Secretary 
of State’s Office, told the Des 
Moines Register that mailing 
ballots to voters who have not 
requested them could present 
threats to election security.

Johnson County Auditor 
Travis Weipert said that if 
students are looking to regis-
ter to vote before the primary, 
they should register sooner 
rather than later. On Tuesday, 
Weipert said his office had 
received between 2,000 and 
3,000 ballot-request forms.

The Iowa Secretary of State 
website lists May 18 as the 
worry-free postmark date for 
voter registrations. Voters can 
register after this date, but it 
is not guaranteed the regis-
tration will be processed and 
received in time for Election 
Day. Voters can also register 
online if they have an Iowa 
driver’s license. 

Weipert said turnout in 
Johnson County for primary 
elections is lower among the 
student population. In 2018, 
nearly 14 percent of registered 
voters statewide participated 
in the June primary elections, 
and around 5 percent of regis-
tered voters ages 18-24 partic-
ipated.

Turnout levels were high-
er in Johnson County with 
around 17 percent of regis-
tered voters casting a ballot 
and around 7 percent of voters 
ages 18-24 participating. 

“You always want the stu-
dents to participate,” Weipert 
said. “When it comes to pri-
mary elections, the student 
turnout is really poor. We’ll 
do everything we can. We’re 
working with the university 
to make sure students receive 
their request forms, but if you 
know somebody who is con-
cerned they might not receive 
it, just go to our website, print 
it off, and turn it in.”

Iowans will cast their ballots in the June 2 primary election — although voters are strongly encouraged to stay home and 
vote by mail. This could complicate matters for students.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Voters fill out their ballots at a polling location in the Historic Dubuque Federal Building in Dubuque on 
Nov. 6, 2018. 

Graphic by Rylee Wilson
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Uthoff’s G-League journey on pause
BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

Former Hawkeye men’s 
basketball player Jar-
rod Uthoff has traveled 
a unique road in profes-
sional basketball since de-
parting from Iowa in 2016. 
Uthoff has played for sev-
en professional basketball 
teams in four years.

At the conclusion of the 
2016 NBA Draft, Uthoff 
had not been selected. The 
Toronto Raptors signed 
Uthoff as a free agent. 
After appearing in one 
preseason game, he was 
waived and signed by the 
Raptors’ 905 squad in Mis-
sissauga, Ontario. The 905 
is a G League affiliate of 
the Toronto Raptors.

After 24 games with the 
905, Uthoff was traded to 
the Fort Wayne Mad Ants 
in exchange for ex-Hoo-
sier Christian Watford 
and a draft pick. With the 
Indiana Pacer-affiliated 
Mad Ants, Uthoff aver-
aged 17.1 points and 9.1 re-
bounds per game across 11 
games of action.

From there, Uthoff 
signed with the Dallas 
Mavericks and earned a 
10-day contract on March 
9, 2017. He then earned 
an additional 10-day con-
tract on March 19. He even 
inked a multi-year deal 
with Mavericks on March 
29.

Uthoff played in nine 
games with the Mavericks, 
making his NBA debut 
against the Brooklyn Nets 

on March 10, 2017.
“It was incredible,” 

Uthoff said. “It’s exciting; 
obviously, you have a lot 
of nerves. There’s so ma-
ny emotions that you feel 
because you’ve wanted [to 

be in the NBA] your entire 
life. When you walk out on 
the court for the first time 
it’s incredible.”

Following that stint 
with the Mavericks, Uthoff 
was sent down to Dallas’ G 
League affiliate, the Texas 
Legends. After two games, 

he was recalled back to 
Dallas. After the 2017 NBA 
season concluded, the 
Mavericks traded Uthoff 
to the Houston Rockets on 
June 29. 

On July 30, the Rockets 

waived the former Hawk-
eye.

In the ensuing 2017-18 
season, Uthoff played a 
full 50-game campaign 
with the Fort Wayne Mad 
Ants, averaging 16.5 points 
and 8.4 rebounds per 
game.

Uthoff then took his tal-
ents to Russia, playing in 
the Euroleague for Zenit 
St. Petersburg for all of 
2018-19.

This season, Uthoff 
has returned to the Unit-

ed States, signing with 
the Memphis Grizzlies 
and their G League affil-
iate, the Memphis Hus-
tle. Uthoff has played 34 
games for the Hustle this 
year, averaging 18.9 points 
and 10.7 rebounds per 
game. 

The 26-year old was 
named to the Midseason 
All-NBA G League West-
ern Conference Team on 
Feb 10.

“[The Memphis Hustle] 
were doing really well,” 

Uthoff said. “We were one 
of the best teams in the G 
League. I was playing at a 
high level.”

Including Uthoff, four 
members of the Hustle 
were named to the Mid-
season All-NBA G League 
Western Conference 

Team. Memphis boasted a 
26-15 record, good for sec-
ond in the Western Con-
ference

Uthoff and the Hustle 
are currently waiting for 
the NBA and G League 
to resume play in 2020. 
When the NBA suspended 
play on March 12 amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, so 
too did the G League.

“I felt like I was on a 
good trajectory,” Uthoff 
said. “These things are 
out of your control. You 
can’t do anything about it. 
You just keep going. It’s 
frustrating. It’s hard to 
describe. I can’t even get 
to the gym right now. The 
last month I haven’t been 
able to shoot a basketball. 
It’s kind of sad. You do 
what you can [at home] to 
get better.”

While Uthoff’s G League 
journey is currently on 
hold, he’s had time to re-
flect on his career in pro-
fessional basketball.

“I’ve had an interest-
ing journey to this point,” 
Uthoff said. “I’ve been in 
a lot of different places. 
I’m fortunate enough to 
have been coached by a lot 
of great coaches. I’ve had 
a lot of great teammates 
along the way. I’ve been in 
the G League, NBA, over-
seas. I’ve kind of run the 
gauntlet in terms of pro-
fessional basketball. It’s 
been a lot of fun. It obvi-
ously tests you in multiple 
ways. I have a wife who 
supports me and my fam-
ily. I love basketball.”

Jarrod Uthoff has faced many roadblocks during his career in professional basketball. Now, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
become the latest challenge for him to hurdle.

Joshua Housing/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Jarrod Uthoff grabs a rebound against Indiana on March 1, 2016 in Carver-Hawkeye Arena in Iowa City. 
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“It was different for sure 
seeing those other three 
tackles go before me, but 
it was kind of nice — I’d 
almost rather have it like 
that than ultimately be-
ing the first tackle off the 
board,” Wirfs said. “I’m a 
competitive person, and 
it was a stinger for a little 
bit, but then being able to 
go the Bucs and being in 
the situation I’m in now, 
I’d 100 percent rather have 
it this way.”

Now, the Iowa product 
will be protecting six-time 
Super Bowl champion Tom 
Brady. Brady has been in 
the NFL since 2000, while 
Wirfs was born in 1999.

Wirfs will join fellow 
tackles Joe Haeg, Brad Sea-
ton, and Donovan Smith 
on the Tampa Bay roster.

“[He is a] great athlete, 
but just as importantly, 
he is a great guy,” Bucca-
neers general manager 
Jason Licht said. “He is a 
hard worker. He is very 
smart — just a top-notch 
character guy, in addition 

to being a great player. We 
saw that the run of tackles 
happened a little bit lat-
er than we expected, and 
then we thought that there 
was a chance that some-
body could come up and 
get him. We didn’t want to 
risk it.”

Along with his person-
ality, Buccaneers head 
coach Bruce Arians sees 
the physical gifts that 
made Wirfs stand out in 
the draft process.

“I can honestly say I 
don’t think I’ve done seen 
one do the things that he 
does athletically as far as 
numbers,” Arians said. 
“On the tape, he’s a power-
ful, powerful run-blocker 
— extremely light-footed. 
You see everything you’re 
looking for. It’s just when 
is he going to be ready.”

Licht said Arians’ plan 
is to play Wirfs at right 
tackle, the main position 
he played at Iowa before 
injuries forced him to flip 
back and forth.

This year isn’t a typical 
NFL offseason, but Wirfs 
has access to a gym. Still, 
the Buccaneers want to 
wait until Wirfs is ready 
before throwing him onto 

the field.
“Let him come along at 

his pace. I think he’s com-
ing from a place that is sim-
ilar to what we do set-wise 
and pass protections, run-
wise,” Arians said. “He’s 
extremely well-coached, so 
I think he’s ahead of the 
curve that way and should 
allow us to put him in the 
lineup when we think he’s 
ready. We’re not going to 
throw him out there until 
he’s ready.”

The similarities in 
scheme aren’t the only 
thing the Buccaneers liked 
about Wirfs coming from 
the Hawkeyes’ program. 
Kirk Ferentz and compa-
ny have a reputation for 
churning out quality of-
fensive linemen. Wirfs is 
just another example.

“We like the fact that he 
comes out of a program 
where they’re known for 
developing offensive line-
men,” Licht said. “Kirk 
Ferentz and [his son and 
offensive coordinator] 
Brian, who I’ve worked 
with, and the entire staff 
there are very good coach-
es, so it’s a big plus when 
you can get a guy out of a 
great program like that.”

WIRFS
CONTINUED FROM 16

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa offensive lineman Tristan Wirfs prepares to make a play during the Iowa football game against 
Purdue at Kinnick Stadium on Oct. 19, 2019.
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Sports

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa offensive lineman Tristan Wirfs cheers during the Iowa vs. Northwestern football game at Ryan Field on Oct. 26, 2019. 

Wirfs rolls red carpet to Tampa Bay
BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

When April 23 came around, Tristan Wirfs rolled out the 
red carpet.

With NFL Draft festivities that were supposed to take 
place in Las Vegas canceled, Wirfs wanted to make a ges-
ture to make his mother feel special. He did so in their 
Mount Vernon, Iowa, front yard.

“The red carpet, that was a pretty special deal,” Wirfs 

said. “We were trying to give her a night kind of like Las Ve-
gas. Obviously, it’s not near as fancy, and we’re not dressed 
up or [anything], but we just rolled the red carpet out on 
our front lawn. Still, I was trying to make it special for her.”

Despite being regarded as the top offensive tackle in 
many mock drafts, Wirfs had to wait a few picks before he 
heard his name called.

Three tackles were taken in front of him — Andrew 
Brown of Georgia to the New York Giants at No. 4, Jedrick 
Wills Jr. of Alabama to the Cleveland Browns at No. 10, and 

Mekhi Becton of Louisville to the New York Jets at No. 11.
That allowed the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to slide up a 

pick to No. 13 to select Wirfs.
“It was a pretty special moment,” Wirfs said. “When your 

phone starts vibrating, you kind of get this wave of excite-
ment and fear and all of these emotions.”

Always wanting to be the best, the wait hurt Wirfs at 
first. Then, he found himself in a great situation to start 
his career.

Former Hawkeye Tristan Wirfs will be protecting a future Hall-of-Famer in Tampa Bay in a newly reloaded offense.

SEE WIRFS, 14
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