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The University of Iowa’s move
to virtual instruction has long
been in the works, though 
Hawkeyes never anticipated
such an abrupt large-scale
transition to distance
education.

SEE PAGE 6
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Across  
 1 Ingredient in many a sandie
  cookie
 6 Stick in the oven
10 Hooded snake
15 Part of the Dutch Caribbean
16 Voice above tenor
17 Brainstormers’ flurry
18 Relent
19 Lead-in to prompter
20 They’re on their second 
 decade
21 Singer Ella with the 2018
 Grammy-winning R&B hit 
 “Boo’d Up”
22 Hot food?
25 Reason for seasonal shots
26 Biblical garden
28 Bad way to be led
29 Fake I.R.S. call, e.g.
30 Takeback of a car, for short
31 “Georgie ___” (nursery
  rhyme)
32 Sticky roll
33 Costa ___
35 Word repeatedly sung before
  “Born is the king of Israel”
36 Torah holders
37 TV gunslinger Wynonna,
 supposed descendant of Wyatt
39 Plant that yields a potent 
 laxative
40 Hot food?
45 Bo-o-oring
48 Less amiable

49 Jokes
53 It makes a rowboat go
54 “Heavenly” man’s name
55 Chinese zodiac animal of 
 2020
56 Sch. whose newspaper is
  The Prospector (“Assayer of
  Student Opinion”)
58 Incredible deals
59 Chipper greeting
60 Contrive
62 A fan of
63 Southern terminus of
  Amtrak’s Silver Meteor
64 Words from an emcee
65 Just sit there being mad
66 Word before peace or child
67 One who can never go home
  again
68 Sunbathes
69 Critics’ assignments

Down
 1 Apt surname for a close-up
  magician?
 2 Literary convenience
 3 Hot food?
 4 ___ Dhabi
 5 Back of one’s neck
 6 Criticizes venomously
 7 High-voltage foe of 
 Spider-Man
 8 On the loose
 9 Something a sandal shows
  that a loafer doesn’t
10 Ending of four state capitals 

 [Can you name them all?]
11 Reverent poem
12 Hot food?
13 Practiced at the track
14 Make an ass out of u and me,
  as they say
23 Dog’s protestation
24 Requirement for pink hair
27 Credit card-only, say
29 Muscly
34 What MoMA knows best?
36 Actor Mahershala
38 Alternatives to Nikes
39 Jackson 5 dos
41 One with an opening to fill?
42 Mix of red and blue
43 Like leftovers, for now
44 Genius Grant recipients, e.g.
45 Concerned with wealth, 
 possessions and respectabili
 ty, in modern lingo
46 Gender-neutral neologism 
 added to Merriam-Webster in
  2018
47 “That’s true about me, right?”
50 Singer Grande
51 Portmanteau coinage for a 
 queer-identified e-sports 
 player, say
52 Alternative to an elevator
57 Knit and ___
59 Bit of help in an escape room
61 “The Raven” poet
63 Prefix with judge or trial
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BY WILL FINEMAN
william-fineman@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa senior Russell Martin 
built a website mapping out affordable meal 
resources for community members in need.

The website outlines local food banks, soup 
kitchens, and schools serving meals through-
out Iowa City to residents in need. It also 
includes locations for the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program and the Women, 
Infant, and Children program.

The closure of many local businesses be-
cause of the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted 
in the loss of a stable income for many fami-
lies nationwide. Community members are 
increasingly turning to these resources to cope 
with the novel coronavirus’ financial effects.

Martin, a biomedical-engineering major 
from West Branch, Iowa, said he saw a similar 
project carried out by students in California. 
When the Iowa City Community School Dis-
trict announced on March 16 that schools would 
be closed until April, Martin said it spurred him 
to create the website for Iowa City.

“I thought it would be a good way to help stu-
dents because, for example, if you go to a high 
school that is two miles away, you might not be 
aware of the fact that there is an elementary 
school just two blocks from your house that is 
also serving meals,” Martin said.

Martin said he learned how to make the 
map by Googling helpful tools and tutorials on 
YouTube. He then spent about 10 days using 
Google Sheets and Maps to make the website 
as interactive and up to date as possible, Mar-
tin said.

“Because of the coronavirus in the last month, 
a lot of these places have changed their hours or 
even closed entirely,” Martin said. “I wanted my 
map to be really current and have the current 
operating hours for these locations.”

The website includes a layout of Iowa City, 
and has different icons to depict where schools, 
food pantries, soup kitchens, and assistance 
programs are located, depending on a user’s 
needs. Once a user clicks on a location, a tab 
on the left will provide them with information 
such as its address, hours, eligibility, website 
and contact information, and the provider.

“It’s nice because it has resources based on 
what is available during the COVID-19 situa-
tion,” said Sarah Witry, director of services at 
CommUnity crisis services and food bank. “It 
is interactive and easy to use, so I think it is a 
great resource.”

Witry said the number of people that have 
come to the food bank for meals has decreased 
recently, likely because people do not want 
to be outside amid community spread of 
COVID-19. As this pandemic continues, how-
ever, CommUnity expects more residents than 
usual will seek assistance, 
Witry said.

“We’re so happy to still 
be able to provide our ser-
vice and feed these people 
because this is something 
that nobody has experi-
enced before,” said Ronda 
Lipsius, co-director of the 
Free Lunch Program.

Martin said he started 
the map project because 
he wanted to do whatever 

he could for Iowa City. He’s also trying to help 
guide people in creating similar resources for 
their own communities.

If he helped one person find the resources 
they need, Martin said, then he has succeeded.

“The real people that are helping us win this 
battle against food insecurity are the people 
at the food pantries, soup kitchens, and these 
schools,” Martin said. “I’m just doing my lit-
tle bit of help to make the amazing work that 
these people are doing more visible and more 
accessible.”

UI senior Russell Martin has built a website that uses Google Maps to outline where affordable meal resources are available.

Mapping out meal locations for those in need

Photo illustration by Jenna Galligan

http://www.copyworks.com
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BY RILEY DAVIS
riley-davis@uiowa.edu

When Allie Stutting saw a 
Twitter post in early March 
about an elderly couple that 
was too scared to go inside a 
grocery store because of the 
risk of COVID-19, the Uni-
versity of Iowa senior brain-
stormed how she could help 
those who are especially vul-
nerable to the disease.

The tweet made Stutting 
think of the risk that her 
own grandparents faced, as 
research shows the elderly 
and people with underlying 
health conditions are partic-
ularly susceptible to falling 
severely ill or dying from 
the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus. She de-
cided she wanted to create a 
network where people could 
volunteer their time to help 
individuals who felt unsafe 
during the pandemic.

Soon after, Stutting cre-
ated Iowa City Errand-ers, 
a group that aims to help 
elderly and immunocompro-
mised individuals get grocer-
ies and other essential items 
amid the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. “Hawks help hawks” rang 
true as she received a “mas-
sive response” from people 
eager to band together to 
help when she tweeted a call 
to the community for volun-
teers. 

Stutting formed Iowa 
City Errand-ers because she 
wanted to help the commu-
nity during this time of cri-
sis, she said. 

“The fact that over 400 
people expressed interest in 
volunteering really shows 

the culture in our city, and 
especially within our stu-
dent-body population. Peo-
ple are so eager to give back 
and I think IC Errand-ers has 
really embodied that,” Stut-
ting said. “The coolest thing 
that has come out of this is 
[seeing] just how willing and 
eager people are to step up 
and help out our communi-
ty.”

She said volunteers sign 
up through the Iowa City 
Errand-er’s website and 
must complete mandatory 
training sessions that adhere 

to Johnson County Public 
Health’s guidelines before 
running the errands. All vol-
unteers are also required 
to wear gloves while on an 
errand run and drop the 
errand items off instead of 
giving it to clients directly to 
minimize any direct contact, 
Stutting said.

Stutting ran the organiza-
tion’s first errand April 3, and 
there have been [29] others 
since then, said Iowa City 
Errand-ers’ Public Relations 
Director Cesar Perez. The or-
ganization is currently work-

ing to expand its reach to 
more clients, he said, but has 
encountered obstacles with 
older generations accessing 
online and social-media plat-
forms.

The biggest hurdle, Perez 
said, has been the limited 
number of payment options 
that clients can use to reim-
burse volunteers for the er-
rand expenses.

“It’s a wall that we’re fac-
ing,” he said. “Older people 
don’t really have Venmo or 
Cash App or anything like 
that, so we’re trying to figure 

out how we can help [clients] 
download the apps because 
the last thing that people 
want to deal with right now 
is cash.”

Iowa City Errand-ers In-
ternational Student Out-
reach and Support Director 
Maddie Schulte said every-
thing besides the issue of 
payment has gone smoothly, 
and the organization is get-
ting more errand submis-
sions every day.

Schulte completed an er-
rand run April 7, and she said 
it was a simple process. The 

client completed a Hy-Vee 
Aisles Online grocery order 
and paid for it in advance, so 
Schulte just picked the gro-
ceries up and dropped them 
off inside the client’s garage.

“[The client] was very grate-
ful for the service because he 
didn’t feel like he could go 
out in the community right 
now,” Schulte said. “He also 
said that he appreciated the 
amount of time that we took 
to develop a food system and 
[create rules that] limit the in-
teraction [between the clients 
and volunteers].”

Hawks help vulnerable Hawks stay home
Hundreds of Iowa City volunteers formed a group to run errands for populations that are especially vulnerable to falling 

severely ill from the novel coronavirus.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
UI junior Madison Schulte poses for a portrait outside of Kennedy Plaza on April 7. Schulte was on her way to her first run for the Iowa City Errand-ers, a group that volunteers to 
run errands for the elderly or immunocomprimised who are especially at risk of falling ill from COVID-19.
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BY ROXANNA BARBULESCU 
roxanna-barbulescu@uiowa.edu

Hawkeyes studying music 
can end the semester on a 
high note thanks to a part-
nership between the Uni-
versity of Iowa and a local 
instrument store.

A crew of movers from 
West Music in Coralville de-
livered the final set of elec-
tronic keyboards to UI stu-
dents practicing piano from 
home Monday afternoon as 
part of a project to deliver 

the instruments to students 
without pianos at home. This 
way, students have a way to 
practice during the UI’s shift 
to virtual instruction for the 
remainder of the spring se-
mester because of COVID-19 
mitigation measures.

Brennan Plummer was 
one of 12 UI students to re-
ceive a keyboard because of 
West Music’s project with the 
UI School of Music. For the 
sophomore double majoring 
in piano performance and 
music composition, the news 

about the UI starting virtual 
instruction had hit hard.

“I was honestly really, re-
ally bummed out and disap-
pointed,” Plummer said.

After the UI transitioned 
to online instruction, he and 
many other pianists in the 
School of Music suddenly 
found themselves unable to 
participate in recitals, cham-
ber ensembles, and one-on-
one lessons.

According to the UI School 
of Music website, the Vox-
man Music Building is home 

to 130 pianos and 65 prac-
tice rooms for students to 
use. In response to classes 
moving online, the School of 
Music’s original plan was to 
give each piano student their 
own practice room 
within Voxman 
Music Building, 
Plummer said. 
However, with 
the closing of uni-
versity buildings, 
a new plan was needed for 
students who no longer had 
guaranteed access to a piano.

“You just have the feeling 
of being lost,” Plummer said 
of losing access to the pro-
vided instruments. “My life 
is the piano at this point.”

While UI School of Mu-

sic faculty prepared for the 
transition to online class-
es, a Facebook post from 
the University of Mem-
phis helped spark an idea, 
School of Music Director 
Tammie Walker said. The 
post showed keyboards be-
ing delivered to students 
so that they could continue 
their studies.

“A lightbulb went off,” 
Walker said. “We thought, 
‘Why don’t we do this at 
Iowa?’”

Walker said the School of 
Music quickly reached out 
to West Music in Coralville. 
The School of Music and 
West Music have had a de-
cades-long partnership, 
and Ryan West, president 
of West Music, said this 
isn’t the first time that the 
two have worked together 
during a time of crisis.

“We worked with the 
School of Music during the 

flood of 2008 to try to save 
as many pianos as possible 
prior to flooding,” West said. 
“We also worked with them 
to help envision and equip 
the new music building and 

its reopening.”
West person-

ally joined in to 
help deliver pia-
nos to the 12 stu-
dents. Plummer 
said receiving his 

keyboard from the compa-
ny has had a big impact on 
him.

“It has definitely im-
proved my mood signifi-
cantly,” Plummer said. 
“Now I can actually have 
lessons with my professor.”

While Plummer said pia-
no lessons over video-con-
ference tool Zoom aren’t 
the same as face-to-face 
lessons, he is grateful to 
at least be able to play and 
learn piano with his profes-
sor. Without the keyboard 
that was delivered to him, 
he said he isn’t sure what 
his lessons would have been 
like, or how his learning 
would have been impacted.

“I just want to say how 
grateful the piano majors, 
myself included, are to the 
people who organized this,” 
he said. “It means a lot that 
they were thinking about 
us.”

Instrument store helps 
students end on high note
West Music delivered keyboards to University of Iowa piano students left without access to their instruments, 

allowing students to continue practicing while classes have moved online.

Contributed

My life is the piano at this point.’

— Brennan Plummer, UI sophomore 
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BY LAUREN WHITE
lauren-white@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa made the 
quick transition to virtual instruc-
tion in a matter of weeks to protect 
Hawkeyes from the spread of the 
novel coronavirus — a move that 
campus technology staff have pre-
pared to pull off unknowingly for the 
last several years. 

After the UI announced in early 
March that it would transition to an 
exclusively online format because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the staff 
involved in supporting the delivery 
of virtual education have put in over-
time to accommodate an entire cam-
pus community now learning and 
teaching online.

The UI’s current online grad-
ing and homework system, ICON, 
launched in 2005, said Maggie Jesse, 
senior director within the UI Office of 
Teaching, Learning, and Technology.

“The biggest struggle was figuring 
out how to make hands-on classes 
available online while maintaining 
the same level of engagement,” Jesse 
said. “People have to be very creative 
and the faculty has been very flexible.”

Jesse said her office’s purpose re-
mains the same, but its work is much 
different, and employees are now 
working faster and more intently. 

“Once we started getting hints that 
this was going to happen, a lot of peo-
ple worked seven days a week,” Jesse 
said. “Staff put in so many hours into 
making the infrastructure what it is.”

Anne Zalenski, UI associate dean 
of Distance and Online Education in 
University College, said her office has 
invested heavily in its staff. The goal 
is to make for a smooth transition 
when a staff member wants to move 
something online, she said.  

“Not much has changed for us 
with the exception of increased re-
quests to get media online. We con-

tinue to support faculty and work 
from home,” Zalenski said. “Thanks 
to ICON, every course generally looks 
the same, so it is easier for students 
and faculty to understand where to 
find things for their courses.”

The Office of Distance and Online 
Education encourages instructors to 
drop many exams for the semester 
and replace them with other assign-
ments. With only a few weeks left for 
the semester, Zalenski said, it’s hard 
to move everything online. 

Jesse said the UI created the “Keep 

Learning at Iowa” page on its website 
to connect students to resources and 
faculty members amid virtual-learn-
ing changes.

“I’m not saying that we can fix 
everything that is happening,” Jesse 
said. “But we can encourage students 
to talk to their faculty members and 
to be honest with them.”

Since ICON’s 2005 launch, Jesse 
said many other technologies have 
been integrated into campus and 
helped to connect courses to online 

systems.
UI President Bruce Harreld told 

the state Board of Regents April 1 
that the university in 2015 worked to 
better integrate the campus infor-
mation-technology unit throughout 
all facets of the UI, especially in its 
academic endeavors, as part of the 
regents’ Transparent Inclusive Effi-
ciency Review. 

“We took this step back in 2015 not 
knowing what we now have in front 
of us, and we now are facing a signif-
icant challenge and meeting it well 

as a result of those actions we took in 
2015,” he said.

The UI already ranks among the 
top 50 universities in the U.S. for 
online education, and enrollment in 
online classes at the UI has doubled 
in the last three years alone. 

In the 2015-2016 academic year, 
20,978 enrollees took online courses, 
according to a regents report, and in 
the 2018-19 academic year, the uni-
versity had 41,314 enrollees in semes-
ter-based online classes. If students 

took multiple online classes, they 
were counted multiple times.

“Simply put, that means that [stu-
dents’] educational experience at the 
University of Iowa is not suffering at 
all with our shift to 100 percent online 
learning, and they can be assured the 
top-flight academics they’re used to 
are and will continue,” Harreld said 
of the UI’s existing online-education 
infrastructure.

Virtual instruction has changed 
the higher-education landscape be-
yond the UI campus, even before 

COVID-19 moved universities’ educa-
tional operations online.

Reggie Smith, CEO of the United 
States Distance Learning Associa-
tion, said the COVID-19 pandemic 
has resulted in a large take-off of dis-
tance learning, but aspects of online 
education really started to appear in 
the mid-1990s.

Smith said the distance-learning  
association has created webinars to 
help people new to the world of dis-
tance education and those adjusting 

to working with online instruction on 
a much larger scale. 

“This is an opportunity to educate, 
both students and educators, about 
shifting online platforms,” Smith 
said. “… It’s a very busy time. But we 
say, ‘Don’t panic, we’ve been doing 
this for a while.’ ”

Much of what funds new resourc-
es for institutions transitioning to an 
online format is the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security Act, or 
the CARES Act, Smith said. 

The UI is expected to receive $16.2 
million from the CARES Act, accord-
ing to an analysis from the nonparti-
san Iowa Legislative Services Agency. 
At least half of those funds must go 
toward direct emergency aid to stu-
dents including grants to students 
for food, housing, course materials, 
technology, health care and child 
care.

These resources have always been 
available, Smith said, but now every-
one is just being re-exposed to them 
and institutions are learning how to 
operate in the new norm. 

“Hopefully one positive that will 
come out of this catastrophe is an in-
creased appreciation for teachers,” he 
said. “We see how difficult their job 
is with many students at home and 
figuring out how to do parts of their 
job. I just hope people will realize how 
much teachers really do.”

Smith said COVID-19 will affect 
distance learning in the long term. It 
will bring a new, bigger audience to 
virtual learning, and will bring a new 
emphasis on blended learning. 

“Institutions will not entirely 
retreat from online but will con-
nect online to face-to-face nicely. If 
something like this happens again, 
no one skips a beat,” Smith said. 
“More institutions and companies 
will clean up their blended approach 
of providing in-person and online 
interaction.”

Campus technology staff didn’t know it until recently, but they’ve laid the groundwork for years to make a swift and fairly 
smooth transition to online instruction. Their efforts made large-scale distance education possible amid COVID-19.

How the UI quickly moved classes online

Graphic by James Geerdes/The Daily Iowan
Source: State Board of Regents

TOTAL ENROLLMENT IN UI SEMESTER-BASED ONLINE COURSES
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BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

When Professor Elke 
Heckner logged on to a 
scheduled Zoom class ses-
sion 20 minutes early, she 
found three unexpected vis-
itors.

None of the trio were stu-
dents in the interim Uni-
versity of Iowa German De-
partment head’s class. All of 
their screen names were dis-
played, and one individual’s 
first and last name as well as 
his face were displayed. The 
three had racist and antise-
mitic symbols displayed in 
their backgrounds.

Heckner’s class, The Pol-
itics of Memory, discusses 
the Holocaust and genocide 
and is a diversity and equity 
course, so she was concerned 
the three Zoom users would 
use her class as a platform to 
spread racist and anti-Semit-
ic messages. She asked the 
three to leave and threatened 
to call the police in an effort 
to make them log off.

The university-wide move 
to virtual classes and meet-
ings has required students, 
faculty, and staff to learn 
new online platforms such 
as Zoom to communicate. 
Some users of the platform, 
such as Heckner, have ex-
perienced unwanted guests 
and content in their meet-
ings.

Dubbed “Zoombombing,” 
uninvited participants log 
onto a meeting via Zoom and 
intrude with inappropriate 
or offensive pop-up content, 
creating disruptions across 

the country as classes and 
businesses move their work 
online to help mitigate the 
spread of the novel corona-
virus.

The three Zoom users left 
the meeting before Heck-
ner’s class started, but she 
postponed the start of the 
class because she was still 
shaken from the event and 
wanted to ensure a secure 
link for the course.

Aiming to prevent another 
of her classes being Zoom-
bombed, Heckner has start-
ed securing the class link 
through an authentication 
system that makes sure users 
have a HawkID.

“It’s actually really easy 
to set up a secure link for 
students so that only invit-
ed participants can join in,” 
Heckner said. “It is just a 
question of setting up Zoom 
with authentication methods 
and requiring an additional 
password which will exclude 
anybody who doesn’t have a 
HawkID.”

UI Information Tech-
nology Services changed 
default settings in Zoom to 
discourage Zoombombing 
from happening, said Nicole 
Riehl Dahya, communica-
tions manager in the UI Of-
fice of the Chief Information 
Officer, in an email to The 
Daily Iowan. These changes 
include muting all meeting 
participants on entry and 
turning off any ability to join 
before the host, she added.

ITS discourages facul-
ty, staff, and students from 
posting meeting informa-
tion on social media, Riehl 

Dahya said, and instead 
suggests sending private 
invitations to participants. 
Zoom also has additional 
privacy options for users to 
keep their meetings secure, 
she said.

“We are aware of a hand-
ful of cases and are extreme-
ly disappointed that anyone 
would disrupt an online 
course with inappropriate 
material,” Riehl Dahya said. 
“It is completely counter to 
the university’s core values, 
which include diversity and 
respect.”

The best thing to do is 
prevent Zoombombing be-
fore it happens, she said, but 
meeting hosts should know 
how to remove people from a 
meeting, how to lock a meet-
ing, and how to control who 
is sharing a screen in case it 
does occur.

The UI Information Secu-
rity and Policy Office has not 
seen evidence at this point 
that Zoombombing creates 
other security issues, Riehl 
Dahya said. If faculty expe-
riences Zoombombing, they 
should reach out to the ITS 
Help Desk to report it, she 
added.

UI President Bruce Har-
reld and Provost Monster-
rat Fuentes contacted the 
participants in one webinar 
that was disrupted by sexu-
ally explicit or pornographic 
materials, stating in an email 
letter “hateful messages of 
any kind have no place on 
our campus.” 

In an email to the DI, As-
sistant Vice President for 
External Relations Jeneane 
Beck said one of the partic-
ipants of the webinar con-
tacted the FBI, but that she 

didn’t know the name of the 
participant or whether the 
FBI is investigating the inci-
dent. Neither the president 
nor the provost has had any 
exchanges with the FBI, she 
said. She didn’t say which 
webinar it was.

In the email from Harreld 
and Fuentes, the two empha-
sized that while many dis-
ruptions are caused by those 
outside the UI community, 
any students found disrupt-
ing or obstructing teaching 
may face sanctions.

The UI community is not 
alone in its experiences with 
Zoombombing. 

The Iowa City City Council 
experienced technical diffi-
culties in its April 7 meeting 
via Zoom, with a Zoom-
bombing occurrence during 
community comment.

As City Manager Geoff 

Fruin updated the city coun-
cilors on the MidAmerican 
solar-energy project, a video 
from Pornhub appeared on 
the Zoom feed. Immediate 
action was taken to shut 
down the existing video as 
city councilors left the meet-
ing to create a more secure 
viewing environment with a 
password.

This was the second full 
meeting City Council has 
conducted over Zoom, City 
Councilor Janice Weiner told 
the DI.

“We had a lot of people on 
at that point, a lot of people 
who were planning to com-
ment, as well as city council 
and city staff, but everybody 
just sort of stayed calm and 
stayed cool,” Weiner said. 
“They got it taken down, and 
then we proceeded with the 
rest of the day.”

‘Zoombombing’ disrupts online connections 
University of Iowa professors and the Iowa City City Council have experienced “Zoombombing,” a disruption to 

meetings conducted over the video platform Zoom, causing users to take tighter security measures for meetings. 
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BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

Plans to travel to Brazil 
to teach English through 
the Fulbright Program were 
two years in the making for 
University of Iowa alum Jill 
Oberhart. She spent only 
one month in the country 
instead of the nine she ex-
pected after the U.S. State 
Department told her to 
evacuate.

Oberhart, who graduated 
from the UI in spring 2019 
as a double major in music 
and psychology with mi-
nors in Spanish and 
Portuguese, returned 
home to financial un-

certainty amid the outbreak 
of the novel coronavirus.

Before she had to leave, 
Oberhart began working in 
Brazil as an English Teach-
ing Assistant in February 
as part of the Fulbright 
Program, a federal govern-
ment-sponsored program 
offering competitive grants 
for students to conduct re-
search or study for a year in 

another country. Oberhart 
had a week of orientation 
before moving to her host 
city of Alfenas.

Classes at the universi-
ty at which she planned to 
teach were delayed another 
week for Carnival, a festi-
val marking the beginning 
of Lent, the 40-day period 
before Easter. By the time 
Oberhart received an email 

from the Fulbright 
Program asking par-

ticipants to evacu-
ate because 

of the 

spread 
of COVID-19, she 

had not started 
teaching. “I wanted 

to throw up,” Oberhart 
said. “It was really, really 

upsetting. It took me two 
years to get to Brazil essen-
tially, and all of that is done. 
We obviously can’t come 
back this year.”

After the U.S. State De-
partment issued a Global 
Health Advisory-Do Not 
Travel order March 19 in-
structing Americans abroad 
to either return home or 
shelter in place, the Ful-
bright Program was sus-

pended, according to the 
program’s website.

The program suspension 
applies only to Americans 
abroad participating in the 
Fulbright Program. All Ful-
bright participants, regard-
less of how long they were 
in the program, will retain 
Fulbright Alumni status, ac-
cording to the website.

The State Department 
urged Fulbright scholars to 
return home and offered 
assistance and to fully fund 
their travel home on Feb. 28, 
March 11, and March 19, an 
official from the department 

said in an email to The Dai-
ly Iowan. The Bureau of 

Educational and Cul-
tural Affairs repeatedly 
urged Fulbright par-

ticipants to return from 
overseas for several weeks, 
they said.

“The bureau offered to 
help arrange their trav-
el, including paying any 
increased transportation 
costs, provided stipends 
through June 30 for all Ful-
brighters to aid in their 
transition, and assured all 
participants that they would 
retain alumni status of their 
programs,” the official said.

The situation in the U.S. 
was in flux and Fulbright 
had started seeing other 
counties restrict travel, and 
the State Department put 
a level-three travel warn-
ing in place. After the State 
Department raised the ad-
visory to a level four, schol-
ars had to return home, UI 
Associate Director of Inter-
national Fellowships Karen 

Wachsmuth said.
It was then mandatory 

for participants to return 
home or shelter in place, 
Wachsmuth said. Many 
students returned home 
because they did not know 
when U.S. borders would 
close, she added.

“I think it’s really import-
ant to keep in mind that this 
is a worldwide emergency, 
a kind never seen before in 
our lifetimes,” Wachsmuth 
said. “... Fulbright and every-
one else have had to respond 
to something that was a big-
ger catastrophe than they 
could have imagined.”

Although students are 
disappointed that they had 
to return home early, the 
Fulbright Program had to 

take action and needed to 
be supported in its decisions 
regarding the safety of par-
ticipants, she said.

Oberhart was concerned 
she would eventually be un-
able to leave Brazil, so she 
quickly booked a flight to re-
turn home and was back in 
the U.S. just two days after 
initially receiving the evacu-
ation email.

Oberhart is now search-
ing for a job to bring back 
some normalcy to her life 
and to be able to pay rent, 
she said.

She will receive her sti-
pend from the Fulbright 
grant until June, Oberhart 
said, which is still less mon-
ey than what she anticipated 
upon signing the initial pa-Contributed
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COVID-19 cuts Fulbright scholars’ trips short
Three 2019-20 Fulbright scholars returned to the U.S. and are uncertain what their futures hold after the program asked them to evacuate because of the spread of the novel coronavirus.
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perwork for it. 
Fulbright schol-
ars for this year 
also have the opportunity to 
reapply for a grant for the 
2021-22 academic year.

Oberhart is currently un-
sure if she will apply again 
because she does not know 
where she will be in life by 
2022 — the soonest she could 
return to Brazil if she re-
ceived another grant.

UI graduate Alex Bare re-
turned to the U.S. from Co-

lombia after the Fulbright 
Program was suspended. 
Bare had been in the country 
since July but was planning 
to stay for an additional year 
after his grant ended.

Bare was working as an 
English Teaching Assistant 
at a university in Barranquil-
la and taught English to Ven-
ezuelan migrant workers at 
a support center. As a teach-
ing assistant, Bare gave U.S. 
cultural presentations to his 
classes and helped his stu-
dents with difficult grammar 
concepts. The class in which 
Bare assisted had online 
modules which made it easy 

for the course to transition to 
be completely virtual.

At first, program partici-
pants were told they had the 

choice to stay or re-
turn home, 
Bare said. 

He initially 
planned to 

stay and 
s h e l t e r 
in place 
since he 

was plan-
ning to be in Colom-
bia past the end of 
his program. Schol-

ars in Colombia were 
told to evacuate not 

long after those in Bra-
zil, he said.

“Even having to leave, 
I still felt comfortable be-
cause I knew I was going to 
come back — I’m going to 
come back for that second 
year,” Bare said. “I didn’t 
get to say goodbye to most 
of my friends since it was 
such short notice, which is 

unfortunate. But, overall, I’ll 
be looking forward to being 
back in July.”

Bare is still waiting to 
learn whether or not his 
return to Colombia will be 
delayed further, but antic-
ipates he will return when 
currently expected. While 
he is at home, Bare said he is 
working on setting up online 
classes for his Venezuelan 
students to help them con-
tinue learning English.

Another UI graduate, Ni-
cole Hehr, was living and 
working in the city of Catan-
zaro in southern Italy as an 
English Teaching Assistant 
and had lived there since 
October. She was teaching 
English at a few high schools 
in the city and at the commu-
nity center.

She was given the option 
to leave at the beginning 
of March after COVID-19 
spread in northern Italy. 
Hehr was not near the epi-
center of the outbreak and 
the region she was in was not 
greatly affected by the virus, 
she said. She had initially 
chosen to stay in Italy be-
cause traveling to a large city 
would put her at a higher risk 
of contracting the virus.

After Italy went into a full 
lockdown, Hehr received an 
email from Fulbright telling 
her she had two weeks to 
evacuate and return home. 
Then on March 11, President 
Trump banned travel from 
Europe, a day after Hehr was 
told she had two weeks to 
leave Italy.

“With this situation every-
one was under lockdown so 

I didn’t see anyone again — 
my co-teachers, my students, 
my friends, nothing,” Hehr 
said. “I wasn’t able to bring 
everything back with me, I 
still have an apartment there 
that I’m on a lease for.”

Her landlord in Italy has 
been understanding of the 
situation, she said. Upon her 
return to the U.S., she was 
asked to voluntarily quaran-
tine for 14 days in which she 
monitored for symptoms. 
Hehr is now preparing for 
medical school in the fall by 
taking online courses.

Even though the evacua-

tion process was hectic, Hehr 
said participating in the pro-
gram was worth it and does 
not regret it.

Like Hehr, Oberhart val-
ued her opportunity to par-
ticipate in the Fulbright Pro-
gram but was disappointed 

her experience was cut 
short.

“It’s not the Fulbright 
Program’s fault that 

any of this happened,” 
Oberhart said. “It hurts a lot 

that I had to come back, 
but the State Depart-

ment did what they 
thought was best 

for us.”
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COVID-19 cuts Fulbright scholars’ trips short
Three 2019-20 Fulbright scholars returned to the U.S. and are uncertain what their futures hold after the program asked them to evacuate because of the spread of the novel coronavirus.
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BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

The funding outlook for Iowa’s 
public universities remains unclear 
as the novel coronavirus strains the 
U.S. economy and state officials face 
fiscal uncertainty. 

President Trump passed the $2.2 
trillion federal Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security Act in 
March to provide emergency relief 
to individual Americans and busi-
nesses affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic, but higher-education 
advocates say the sector’s nearly $14 
billion share of the historic aid pack-
age is not nearly enough to make up 
for institutions’ funding shortfalls.

The spread of COVID-19 has up-
ended university life for instructors, 
staff, students, and administrators 
across the U.S. and forced campuses 
to close down for several months to 
flatten the curve of positive cases.

A nonpartisan Legislative Ser-
vices Agency fiscal note estimates 
the three public state Board of Re-
gents universities will receive $45.5 
million from the CARES Act, with 
the UI slated to receive $16.2 million 
from the relief package. 

Funds are distributed based on 
enrollment of students who receive 
the Pell Grant, a form of financial 
aid awarded to low-income stu-
dents as demonstrated on the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid. 
The allocation formula weighs 75 
percent based on Pell students and 
25 percent on the share of non-Pell 
students.

The National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics’ database of post-
secondary institutions shows that 
around 20 percent of UI undergrad-
uates in the 2017-18 academic year, 
the most recent data available, re-
ceived the Pell Grant with an average 
award of $4,323 — under that year’s 
maximum of $5,920.

Institutions must use at least 50 
percent of the funds to provide di-
rect emergency aid to students, in-
cluding “grants to students for food, 
housing, course materials, technol-
ogy, health care, and childcare,” the 
Legislative Services Agency reports.

Asked about how and when those 
funds will be distributed, and to 
which campus units, UI media-re-
lations Director Anne Bassett wrote 
in an email to The Daily Iowan, “The 
university is currently assessing how 
it might allocate the funds and will 
share more details when available.”

American Council on Education 
President Ted Mitchell, on behalf of 
U.S. education organizations such 
as the prestigious research-institu-
tion group Association of American 
Universities, said in an April 9 letter 
sent to congressional leaders that 
higher education is facing unprec-
edented challenges as a result of 
COVID-19. 

“Students are struggling to adjust 
to rapid changes in their families’ 
financial circumstances, while in-
stitutions are grappling with closed 
campuses, wholesale shifts in how 
they teach, and the unanticipated 
expenses that arise from serving 
their students safely during a pan-
demic,” he wrote. 

He said the federal relief funds 
will help support institutions as they 
continue operations while attempt-
ing to plug holes in their budgets. 

However, the CARES Act provi-
sions do “not come close to filling the 
gap,” he said, as Moody’s investors 
service in March downgraded its 
higher-education outlook from sta-
ble to negative because of COVID-19. 
Mitchell said universities face poten-
tial losses of tuition revenue, state 
funding, endowment income and 
gifts heading into fiscal 2021. 

He said the 2008 recession, which 
changed the higher-education fund-
ing landscape and sped up state 

disinvestment in higher education, 
provides a glimpse into the mag-
nitude of a severe economic down-
turn. But he added that the pandem-
ic poses unique challenges such as 
unparalleled enrollment declines 
and long-term campus closures.

It’s unclear what the revenue im-
plications will be for Iowa’s public 
universities, both in regard to tui-
tion and state appropriations. 

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds in her 
fiscal 2021 budget proposal recom-
mended boosting funding for the 
regents by $15 million — coming $3 
million under the regents’ request 

for the budget year. 
The regents base tuition rates in 

part on state appropriations under 
their multiyear tuition model. Res-
ident undergraduate tuition rates 
increase by 3 percent per year if state 
appropriation requests are funded. 
If the state does not provide any ad-
ditional funding, tuition increases 
by 3 percent plus Higher Education 
Price Index.

Regent spokesman Josh Lehman 
said in an email that “no decision 
has been made on tuition rates for 
the 2020-21 academic year, and giv-
en current circumstances, there is 
no timetable for that decision to be 
made.” He did not say whether the 
regents would consider hiking tui-
tion above the range laid out in the 
model.

Rep. Bobby Kaufmann, R-Wilton, 
told the DI recently that lawmakers 
should act conservatively when re-
vising the budget in case of another 
disaster, and Iowa Senate Majority 
Leader Jack Whitver, R-Ankeny, said 
state officials also needed more clar-
ity on how they could allocate Iowa’s 
$1.25 billion share of the CARES Act.

With the state tax filing deadline 
extended to July 31 this year, revenue 
from sales and income taxes could 
drop significantly.

Rep. Mary Mascher, D-Iowa City, 
said the regents are aware of the 
hardships students and families 
face amid COVID-19, including job 
loss as businesses temporarily close 
and face unclear long-term revenue 
implications.

“If they increase tuition to a 
point where students can’t afford 
to go, we know that enrollments 
are going to suffer as a result of that 
which ultimately affects the univer-
sity’s overall budget,” she said. “So, 
I think they will walk a tightrope 
there in terms of trying to figure 
out where is that place where we 
can comfortably increase, but not 

to the point where we exclude more 
students and they aren’t able to af-
ford to go here any longer.”

She said with the skyrocketing 
unemployment claims and the bur-
den on the health-care system with 
the number of positive COVID-19 
cases, the disease’s impact has al-
ready been greater than the 2008 
recession, but the universities at 
least have some federal-relief funds 
to fall back on.

“We need to make sure that we 
can support them in whatever way 
we can to make sure that they can 
continue on their mission to ed-
ucate as many students as we can 
and basically make sure that the 
quality is still there,” she said.

Iowa Policy Project Research 
Director Peter Fisher told the DI 
that the state’s budget surplus for 
the fiscal year ending June 30 likely 
leaves the state in a sound position 
with the current budget year, but 
depending on how the pandemic 
continues to run its course, the re-
gents may not have many options 
for funding. 

The outlook for tuition hikes is un-
certain, but Fisher said an increase 
“seems like a cruel thing to do at a 
time like this.” He hoped Congress 
would provide another wave of fis-
cal relief to shore up state revenues 
and prevent a need for drastic bud-
get cuts, but he said he’d anticipate 
funding cuts to higher education.

“Unless Congress comes up with 
some broader aid like they did with 
the Great Recession that says this is 
to replace revenue that you’ve lost 
so you can maintain services — 
unless that happens I think we’re 
going to see some substantial cuts 
across the board, and now the uni-
versity has been a favorite target,” 
he said. “The regents’ institutions, 
particularly in the last several years, 
have been a favorite target when 
the Legislature must cut budgets.”
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Higher-ed funding forecast uncertain  
The higher-education funding outlook remains uncertain as lawmakers lack clarity on the state budget amid COVID-19.

CARES ACT ALLOCATIONS

The three state Board of Regents 
universities will receive $45.5 million

The UI will receive $16.2 million

50% of the share will fund emer-
gency-aid grants to students
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BY RYLEE WILSON
rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu

As rules around social 
distancing make hosting 
crowded conventions im-
possible, Iowa’s Demo-
crats are choosing who will 
represent the party at the 
Democratic National Con-
vention through an absen-
tee voting process. 

The Democratic Coun-
ty Conventions, originally 
scheduled for March 21, 
were first postponed, and 
will now take place in a com-
pletely absentee format. 

Delegates elected to the 

county convention will reg-
ister to participate the week 
of April 13-17 and will vote 
on April 22-30. 

A total of 11,402 coun-
ty delegates were elected 
statewide, chosen from pre-
cinct caucus sites.

Iowa Democratic Party 
Chair Mark Smith made the 
decision to move to virtual 
gatherings in line with Gov. 
Kim Reynolds’ order to lim-
it social gatherings to no 
more than 10 people. 

“The most important 
thing is that Iowa contin-
ues to have representation 
at the national convention,” 

Smith said. 
Delegates, who were se-

lected to attend the county 
convention at precinct cau-
cuses in February, can cast 
their votes choosing dele-
gates to the district conven-
tion online, over the phone, 
or by mail.

“We took that into con-
sideration that a good 
part of Iowa does not have 
broadband capability, that 
would have put a hardship 
that would not allow people 
to participate, so that’s why 
we have the mail-in option 
as well,” Smith said. 

The Democratic National 

Convention has been de-
layed, moved from mid-July 
to Aug. 17-20. 

As the Iowa Democratic 
Party prepares for online 
conventions, the presi-
dential primary field looks 
much different than it did 
in February. 

Former Vice President 
Joe Biden, who is now the 
presumptive Democrat-
ic nominee for president, 
took fourth place in the Io-
wa caucuses, which means 
the majority of elected dele-
gates are representing can-
didates who are no longer 
in the race. 

Rule changes implement-
ed this year mean that del-
egates representing candi-
dates who received at least 
15 percent of the vote in 
their county will not be able 
to realign to support anoth-
er candidate. 

Linn County Democratic 
Party Chair Bret Nilles said 
interest in participating in 
the conventions can start 
to decrease when the candi-
dates delegates backed Feb. 
3 drop out of the race.

“Now that we know who 
the nominee is, it really 
makes it that much more 
challenging for people to 
participate,” Nilles said. 
“But people are sitting at 
home — it might be a mat-
ter of people might want 
to continue with that par-
ticipation. There still is the 
ability — if we do have the 
national convention — peo-
ple might be interested in 
going on to the national 
convention.”

Nilles said with the con-
ventions moving to an ab-
sentee format, Democratic 
candidates running in the 
Senate primary are losing a 
chance to introduce them-
selves to party activists at a 
physical event.

“The county convention 
and district conventions 
are a way for [candidates] 
to get out in front of activ-
ists and people engaged in 
the party so we’re missing 
out on that,” Nilles said. 
“We’re trying to come up 
with ways to do more on-
line and give them the op-
portunity to get their mes-
sage out.”

While the Republican 
County Conventions went 
ahead as scheduled on 
March 14, district and state 
conventions will be con-
ducted via mail.

Delegates to the district 
convention will receive 
mailed information about 
the delegates running to 
represent Iowa at the Re-
publican National Conven-
tion and the proposed par-
ty platform. 

Iowa GOP spokesperson 
Aaron Britt said delegates 
have been understanding 
of the change.

“Obviously it’s not quite 
the same as a face-to-face 
conversation or speech, but 
given the circumstances 
right now, it’s what our del-
egates are going to have to 
read and use to learn about 
who’s running,” Britt said. 

Rod Sullivan, chair of the 
Johnson County Board of 
Supervisors, said serving 
as a delegate to the nation-
al Democratic convention 
has been on his bucket list 
for many years.

While Sullivan still plans 
to run as a delegate to rep-
resent Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, who 
dropped out of the pres-
idential race after Super 
Tuesday, he said he’s con-
cerned that the in-person 
convention in Milwaukee 
may not be held at all. 

“I’m tremendously dis-
appointed,” Sullivan said. 
“But obviously I have to 
have some perspective — 
there are people dying… 
I can’t let this get me too 
down.”

County conventions move to absentee format
While social distancing prevents large gatherings, the next step in Iowa’s presidential nominating process will continue 

online and through the mail. 

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Former Vice President Joe Biden and Dr. Jill Biden wave during the watch party for Joe Biden at the Olmstead Center at Drake University on Feb. 
3. Hundreds of people attended the event to hear Biden speak about the results of the Iowa caucuses.
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BY HANNAH PINSKI
hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu

With the severity of the spread of 
COVID-19, it is no surprise that the 
University of Iowa had to suspend 
a face-to-face classroom environ-
ment and adapt to an online learn-
ing system.  In the beginning of the 
transition, there was much concern 
over what refunds students would 
receive for the semester.

The UI, on March 30, notified 
students who had purchased a meal 
plan and were living in on-campus 
housing that their U-Bill would be 
credited 48.795 percent of their cur-
rent room and meal plan while those 
living off-campus and had purchased 
a meal plan would be credited 48.739 
percent. Course fees as well as recre-
ational activity charges would also be 
refunded, but students are still ex-
pected to pay tuition in full.

While the UI understandably 
needs financial support to continue 
paying faculty and covering other 
operational expenses, students de-
serve to receive a partial refund of 
their tuition. 

One reason students should be 
credited is because of the extended 
spring break that was put in place to 
give instructors the opportunity to 
convert their courses into an online 
format. However, this extra week 
will not be made up as the school 
year still ends the week of May 11. 

If the tuition that students pay 
is supposed to cover a 16-week se-
mester of learning, it seems unfair 
to charge students for an empty 
week of instruction. Thus, students 
should receive at least a fraction of 
the full amount they are paying.

In addition, all students are now 
completing their schoolwork at 
their own homes rather than on 
campus. This makes the concept of 
out-of-state versus in-state tuition 
rates seem rather inequitable. Ac-
cording to the university’s admis-
sions website, the estimated cost for 
an Iowa resident is $9,830 while it 
costs $31,793 for a nonresident.

The significant difference of 
$21,953 makes it unequal to charge a 
nonresident for taking their classes 
at home just like an Iowa resident 
rather than on campus. If anything, 
there should at least be an equal flat 
rate for all now that everyone is com-
pleting their schoolwork off campus. 

Even though online learning is 
still a form of education, students are 
missing the in-person and hands-on 
educational instruction they thought 
they were paying for. Pre-recorded 
lectures provide no opportunity for 
students to ask questions or inter-
act with their professor on the spot. 
Online assignments, especially for 
labs, make it difficult for students 
to receive substantial feedback since 
all work and comments must be 
completed electronically, which can 
sometimes be unclear.

While the implementation of 
video-conference tool Zoom allows 
students the opportunity to com-
municate with the professors or 

teaching assistants for office hours, 
not everyone has reliable access to 
the internet at home, which limits 
their ability to use the resources that 
tuition covers. In addition, not ev-
eryone lives close enough to campus 
to use the WiFi hot spots around Io-
wa City for students to take advan-
tage of if they don’t have access to 
the internet. 

The UI has supported students 
experiencing financial need during 
the COVID-19 crisis by funneling 
money through an emergency fund, 
through which grants are distribut-
ed to Hawkeyes facing issues such 
as making their rent payment. It’s 
important that Hawkeyes most in 

need are receiving extra support, 
but the university needs to be mind-
ful of the cost burden on UI stu-
dents at large.

Understandably, the UI still needs 
a source of funding while the state 
remains an unreliable partner — es-
pecially as it looks more likely that 
the state, despite its current eco-
nomic strength, will still face tough 
budgetary constraints because of 
this pandemic. But students deserve 
a partial refund of their tuition be-
cause of the lost week of instruction 
and unexpected change to off-cam-
pus learning. This experience isn’t 
what we willingly paid thousands of 
dollars for.

A housing refund isn’t enough
UI students deserve better compensation than 

just a partial payback for their Housing and 
Dining fees. We need a tuition refund, too.

COLUMN

Opinions

Roman Slabach/The Daily Iowan
Burge and Currier Halls are seen from the UI Hospitals and Clinics AirCare helicopter on March 20, 2019.
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Rent was due in two weeks, but 
I had been furloughed from two 
jobs. I decided to contact my land-
lord early, hoping for any kind of 
advanced leniency — or even can-
cellation of rent. His answer was 
that his obligations as owner of the 
house were still demanded of him.

“I expect payment in full,” my 
landlord replied. I was seething. 

When April 1 came, I did pay my 
rent — but only because my family 
me sent the money. A huge portion 
of Iowans do not have this securi-
ty.

Out of all that the novel corona-
virus has affected, apparently the 
business of a landlord is immune. 

According to the U.S. Labor 
Department, approximately 3.1 
percent of Iowans have applied 
for unemployment benefits in the 
last week — that’s nearly 100,000 
people. In a move to contain the 
spread of COVID-19, Iowa Gov. 
Kim Reynolds has mandated non-
essential businesses including 
retail stores, restaurants, bars to 
remain closed until at least April 
30. This is likely to be extended as 
confirmed cases in Iowa are rising 
by the dozens daily.

The next legislative decision 
that state and local governments 
must make is to freeze or cancel all 
rent payments for the months of 
April and May. While Reynolds has 
placed a moratorium on evictions 
until April 30, this is not enough. 

Furloughed Iowans should not 
have to pay for housing during a 
global pandemic. It’s unethical.

As a community, we are all fac-
ing a pandemic that is potential-
ly fatal for many. Thousands of 
hard-working people are without 

any income. A sudden loss of fi-
nancial stability is terrifying. The 
pandemic has already displaced 
University of Iowa students in a 
multitude of ways. Many do not 
have the security of savings, or 
family support, or a safe home 
close enough to return to.

For property-management 
companies to still expect rent pay-
ments during a crisis of sickness 
and mass unemployment is both 
unrealistic and cruel.

This demand of pay by landlords 
is no longer a necessary one. With-
in that moratorium, Reynolds also 
suspended fees on property taxes. 
Most property managements use 
rental payments, in part, to pay off 
such property taxes, or mortgages. 

Many UI students have re-
mained in their Iowa City living 
spaces during this pandemic, and 
most are still being expected to pay 
their rent — seemingly without re-
gard to Reynolds’ motions.

What’s particularly dishearten-
ing is the realization that such re-

sources as unemployment benefits 
— even stimulus checks from the 
$2.2 trillion relief package — may 
be seen by landlords as a direct 
deposit for rent payment. This aid 
should be for essential goods, such 
as food and health needs. Many 
college students aren’t even eligi-
ble to receive a check, which means 
they are receiving no government 
help during this pandemic. 

It should go without saying 
that landlords and employees of 
property-management companies 
need income to live, too. However, 
expecting an income of rent pay-
ment during a time where millions 
of Americans have lost their source 
of income is unrealistic.

As a reminder, unemployment 
benefits and qualifying for a stim-
ulus check is a resource for land-
lords just as it is for tenants.

However, these aids are unlikely 
to be enough for both parties. This 
is why canceling rent payments for 

April and May is a necessary res-
cue for Iowans — tenant and land-
lord — from even more financial 
loss. Government has the power to 
freeze rent and taxes. 

From Canada to El Salvador, 
other governments are exercising 
their authority to cancel certain 
payments, such as rent, to ease the 
financial aftermaths of COVID-19. 
Why can’t the United States? If 
our economy is the priority, which 
seems to the message of the Trump 
administration, then enacting a 
national rent moratorium would 
help to stabilize landlords and ten-
ants’ livelihoods.

Even if this needed moratorium 
is enacted into law, property-man-
agement companies still shouldn’t 
have to rely on the instruction of 
the government to make a moral 
decision.

The risk of increased homeless-
ness in the U.S. should never be an 
effect of a pandemic.

Iowans shouldn’t have to pay rent amid a pandemic
With nearly 100,000 Iowans applying for unemployment, canceling rent for April and May is both essential and ethical. 
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be a run in the postseason 
would’ve helped his chanc-
es. No one will ever know. 

Then there’s Connor 
McCaffery and Joe Tous-
saint, who Kriener took 
pride in watching step up 

when the Hawkeyes need-
ed them. 

That’s what hurt Krie-
ner. When he looks back 
at his four years, he’s most 
proud of his teammates. 

That says something for 
someone who kept getting 
better as each year pro-
gressed. 

In his final season with Iowa, Kriener put up ca- reer-bests in nearly every 
statistical category, av-
eraging 7.7 points on 54 
percent shooting to go 
along with 4.1 rebounds 
per game. 

Kriener said he was 
pretty set on hiring an 
agent and pursuing a 
professional career af-
ter the 2019-20 season. 
Ending his career in the 
second week of March af-
ter churning out the best 
numbers of his career still 
turned out to be difficult. 

“It makes it pretty 
tough,” Kriener said. “I 
was having the best year of 
my career, and we were re-
ally poised to have a good 
run. But we just didn’t get 
to do that.”

Now, Kriener is on to 

t h e 
n e x t 
c h a p t e r 
in his career.

He’s been going 
through the process of 
hiring an agent, finding a 
few he likes as he hopes to 
make a decision within the 
week. 

Kriener said there are 
a few NBA teams inter-
ested in bringing him in 
for workouts and that he 
could end up in Germany, 
Belgium, or Italy if the 
NBA doesn’t work out.

It’s been a quick turn-

a r o u n d 
for Kriener. 

But with his season 
ending early, he doesn’t 
have a choice but to pre-
pare for the future. 

“I made a joke with one 
of my friends the other 
day — it kind of feels like 
I got traded,” Kriener said. 
“I was just playing for the 
Hawks, living out some 
childhood dreams. Now, 
I’m in a completely new 
boat, and I’m trying to 
find my way.”

Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Ryan Kriener high fives fans as he leaves the court following a men’s basketball game 
between the Iowa Hawkeyes and the Nebraska Huskers at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 8.

KRIENER
CONTINUED FROM 16

7.7 points on 
54% shooting

4.1 rebounds 
per game

I was just playing for the Hawks, 
living out some childhood reams. Now, I’m 
in a completely new boat, and I’m trying to 
find my way.’

— Ryan Kriener, Iowa forward
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Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Ryan Kriener and Iowa center Luka Garza fight for the rebound during a men’s basketball game between Iowa and Penn State on Feb. 29 at Carver-Hawkeye Arena. 
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If anyone would have 
looked at Wikipedia 
shortly after the NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Tour-
nament was canceled, 
they would have seen Io-
wa listed as the national 

champions.
Hawkeye fans have 

Ryan Kriener to thank 
for that.

After the Big Ten Tour-
nament was canceled 
and before the NCAA 
Tournament got shut 
down, Kriener called 
dibs on the national title 

through Twitter.
He even has a T-shirt 

to prove it. And there’s a 
TikTok or two he created 
to get him through the 
tough weeks after seeing 
his four-year Hawkeye 
career come to an end 
with no postseason.

“I don’t know if it’s 

how I maybe cope with 
hurt feelings,” Kriener 
said. “I just try to cover it 
up with humor and make 
a laugh out of things or 
just the sense of disbe-
lief and not really believ-
ing it was over.”

Whatever the case may 
be, one thing’s for sure: 

Kriener never made the 
situation about him.

He’s one of two seniors 
on the team, but he said 
he feels just as bad for 
everyone on the roster. 

Bakari Evelyn went to 
three different schools 
trying to play in the 
NCAA Tournament. 

He never received the 
chance.

Luka Garza put up one 
of the most dominant 
seasons in Iowa history 
while getting snubbed 
for some national player 
of the year awards. May-

Onto the next chapter
After putting up the best numbers of his career, Ryan Kriener is looking toward a professional basketball future.

SEE KRIENER, 14

Sports
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