
BY KELSEY HARRELL 
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

From open to close a steady stream of 
people stopped in to buy drinks and pas-
tries at Iowa City's Mammitas Coffee on 
Thursday, emptying the pastry case by 

midday.
Owner Jacqueline Milian was on her feet 

making coffee and smoothies by herself for 
most of the day, until one of her employees 
arrived to help take orders from customers. 

But, Thursday was supposed to be more 
than business-as-usual — Mammitas was 

set to cater refreshments for the Lamp-
light show with SCOPE Thursday night. 
The group canceled the event Wednesday 
due to rising concern about the spread of 
novel coronavirus, as universities across 
the country announced they'd be shutter-
ing campuses. Milian, however, said she'd 

already purchased all of the supplies she 
needed.

After the cancellation, SCOPE member 
Vivian Le sent out a message on Twitter 
telling University of Iowa students and 

Commencement may not carry on as I 
had envisioned since I was a little girl.

I had always wanted to attend a large 
public university such as the University of 
Iowa, where campus was my world. My 
parents had always urged me to do well in 
school to open doors for a better future — 
one filled with opportunity and options to 

BY KATIE ANN MCCARVER
katie-mccarver@uiowa.edu

The state Board of Regents announced 
Thursday that it will hold a telephonic 
meeting at 11 a.m March 17. to discuss 

emergency preparedness according to 
Iowa Code, as well as consider changes to 
the regents' policy manual that would au-
thorize the regent president to declare a 
state of emergency at regent institutions.

According to regent documents, the 

regents will hear and potentially approve 
an emergency authorizations that would 
allow the regent president the authority 
to determine a state of emergency exists 
at regent institutions because of circum-
stances that threaten the immediate 

health or safety of persons or property.
“The Board of Regents has a need to 

prepare for the management of unex-
pected events affecting the operations 

BY RIN SWANN
corinne-swann@uiowa.edu

Spring-break plans are shifting unexpectedly for many Hawkeyes 
leaving this weekend as coronavirus cases mount and the University of 
Iowa transitions to online instruction for at least a two-week period after 
break. 

For some, the UI's decision to transition to online classes until at least 
April 3 lengthens time spent at home. A monthlong ban on university-re-
lated international travel and an advisory from the state department to 
reconsider travel outside the country also has students foregoing once 
well-laid plans.

But for Hawkeyes who have invested money and time in anticipation 
of their spring travels, the decision of whether to go through with travel 
hasn’t necessarily been an easy one. 

For Dulce Escorcia, a UI junior studying English secondary educa-
tion, a canceled trip to Kansas City that was school-sponsored means 
that the credit they were meant to earn for a class and financial compen-
sation for the trip is uncertain. 

“The service trip is a big chunk of credit for the class,” Escorcia said. 
At the beginning of the semester, Escorcia paid a $175 fee to attend 

and said they currently have no idea whether they will be reimbursed. 
For Hawkeyes who planned for personal trips, the decision to not go 

was not as simple as following the UI's travel cancellation. Senior Kaylen 
Luttenegger — who opted out of traveling to Valencia, Spain to visit her 
brother, an Iowa State University student studying abroad — lost hun-
dreds of dollars when her family’s airline tickets were half refunded she 
said it was a “could be better, could be worse” situation.

“My family is very close, so it’s kind of a bummer pushing off the next 
time I’m going to see him again because I do worry about him and think 
about him a lot,” Luttenegger said of her brother.

A major motivator for students who are still planning to follow 
through with their spring-break plans is the money they've already spent.

UI senior Elizabeth Orr and her four roommates will travel to Punta 
Cana, Dominican Republic over spring break, and Orr said the group 
does not have travel insurance.

“It kind of puts us in a bad position,” Orr said. 
Her mind could be changed if travel restrictions widen, Orr said, spe-

Daily Iowan to halt pub-
lishing over spring break
The Daily Iowan will not publish 
content aside from breaking news 
stories over spring break, and will 
resume putting out daily content 
online and in print March 23 
pending changes in the COVID-19 
spread. See page 4 to read more 
about the DI’s continuing coverage 
of the coronavirus.

Students return home 
and cancel trips amid 
COVID-19 outbreaks
Students who are abroad are 
having to cancel plans and find 
ways home after the University 
of Iowa canceled international 
programs in several countries and 
the regents placed a temporary 
ban on all international travel.  

Hawkeye Service Breaks 
cancels student trips
Hawkeye Service Breaks, a UI 
program that sends students 
around the country each year to 
work with nonprofits, has canceled 
all spring break trips this year due 
to the coronavirus. Alternative 
assignments will be offered to the 
163 students set to travel with the 
program.

On the Record: UI re-
sponse to the coronavirus
In this week’s episode of On the 
Record, host Charlie Peckman 
sat down with Daily Iowan 
Editor-in-Chief Marissa Payne and 
a number of reporters from news, 
politics, and sports to discuss the 
implications of COVID-19 on the 
Hawkeye community, Iowa, and 
beyond.

NCAA, Big Ten cancel 
athletic events
Thursday afternoon the NCAA 
announced that it was canceling 
all of its remaining winter and 
spring postseason events. The Big 
Ten Conference then followed suit 
by canceling all remaining winter 
and spring athletic events on its 
calendar. 
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Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

To stay or to go?
Hawkeyes are grappling with the 

choice to continue traveling or stay 
home for spring break to mitigate the 

spread of novel coronavirus.

BY RACHEL SCHILKE AND KATIE ANN MCCARVER
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa announced Thursday that Of-
fice of the Provost Manager of Strategic Programs Sarah 
Hansen has been named the next vice president for Stu-
dent Life, effective April 1 and pending approval by the 
state Board of Regents.

Hansen will succeed interim Vice President for Stu-
dent Life Laura McLeran, who took over the role tempo-
rarily after Melissa Shivers departed for the same posi-
tion at Ohio State University in December 2019. She will 
receive an annual salary of $290,000.

“Sarah is a true university citizen who has shown time 
and time again an ability to bring together teams to sup-
port the success of our students,” UI President Bruce Har-
reld said in a statement Thursday. “With her connections 
across the university, I am certain that the integration of 
student life across our campus will broaden and deepen.”

Hansen was named to the top student-relations posi-
tion as UI students are conducting most classes online 
for a two-week period after spring break in an effort to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19. There is no confirmed 
community spread of the coronavirus in Iowa. All 16 pre-

‘The first’ 
no more?

Hansen named next Student Life VP

First-gen students 
share worries over 
possibly missing out on 
commencement.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Then-Vice President of Student Life candidate Sarah Hansen speaks 
during a forum at the IMU on Feb. 4. Hansen graduated from the UI 
with a bachelor's in education and a master's in sociology.

8

Sarah Hansen, manager of strategic 
programs in the Provost’s Office, 
will take over as the next vice 
president for Student Life.

Regents to consider emergency authorization
A potential policy change would enable the president to declare a state of emergency amid COVID-19 concerns.

SEE BUSINESSES, 3

SEE HANSEN, 2 SEE FIRST-GEN, 3

SEE REGENTS, 2

Go to  dailyiowan.com to 
listen to the full episode

FOLLOWING THE OUTBREAK
A series dissecting coronavirus' impact on Iowa City.

Corona
virus

Local shops are preparing for slower business with students leaving campus amid coronavirus spread.

SEE HAWKEYES, 3

Businesses prep for COVID-19 economic impact

Top: Kaylen Luttenegger poses for a portrait on Thursday in the Becker Communication Studies Building. 
Luttenegger canceled her spring break trip to Spain, but her family plans to fly her brother back, cutting 
his abroad trip short. “There’s just a lot of unknowns. It’s scary and weird.” Bottom: Brynn Holzwarth pos-
es for a portrait on Thursday in front of the Old Capitol. Holzwarth planned a trip to London over spring 
break. “If I had to say right now, we’re going, but my parents are skeptical. I honestly don’t know if we’ll be 
on a plane tomorrow.” (Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan)
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Read the full story at 
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sumptive positive cases of coro-
navirus could be traced outside 
the state.   

As previously reported by 
The Daily Iowan, Hansen said 
as a finalist for the position in 
February that her goals for the 
position include expanding on 
learning opportunities, expe-
riences, and exposure for a di-
verse community of students, 
faculty, and staff, and building 
stronger relationships across 
campus.

Hansen served as an asso-
ciate vice president in the Of-
fice of the Vice President for 
Student Life from August 2016 
to October 2019, and has since 
worked in the Office of the Pro-
vost managing strategic plan-
ning on campus and the imple-
mentation of the university’s 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Action Plan, stated the release.

Her extended experience, 
Hansen said at a public forum 
in February, makes her well-
equipped to reach her goals. 
Her overall hope is to increase 
connections between students, 
faculty, and staff, Hansen said.

She said her main focus will 
be organizing conversations 
between students and faculty 
to build well-rounded relation-
ships, which she believes is the 
key to students’ success.

“I am thrilled and honored to 
serve as the vice president for 
Student Life at the institution 
I love,” Hansen said in a state-

ment Thursday. “The Division of 
Student Life plays a significant 
role in supporting student suc-
cess by providing meaningful 
experiences outside the class-
room and services that enable 
students to be included, safe, 
and healthy.”

Hansen was one of four final-
ists for the position from vari-
ous areas of campus.

In addition to Hansen, fi-

nal candidates for the position 
included Tippie College of 
Business Associate Dean Ken 
Brown, Academic Support and 
Retention Associate Director 
Danielle Martinez, and Political 
Science Department Chair Bri-
an Lai.

The university began looking 
for someone to fill the position 
internally not long after Shivers 
announced her departure. In 
a February interview with the 
DI, UI President Bruce Harreld 
said he did not want to lose any 
time in the search for a new vice 

president for Student Life and 
wanted to keep it confined to 
campus.

UI Student Government 
President Noel Mills, one of ma-
ny campus community mem-
bers on the vice president for 
Student Life search committee, 
said in October that Shivers 
made strides to increase diver-
sity and inclusion, and that her 
permanent successor will have 

“big shoes to fill,” as previously 
reported by the DI.

“We should commit to keep-
ing her legacy alive by continu-
ing the hard conversations 
and upholding her vision for 
campus [and] refusing to settle 
until everybody feels safe and 
supported at Iowa,” Mills said, 
“because that was her dream.”

Mills said in an email to the 
DI  that she felt heard by the 
university while serving on the 
search committee. She found a 
sense of stability with Hansen 
and is excited to see this stabil-

ity transfer into the Division of 
Student Life.

"She is a natural leader who 
takes the concerns of students 
and uses a strategic framework 
to find and implement solutions 
to concerns," Mills said. "Her ex-
perience in the division will help 
her know what goals need to be 
met, and she has the campus 
trust required to achieve those 
goals. I believe Sarah will be a 
terrific VPSL because she truly 
leads with compassion, integ-
rity, and dedication. She clearly 
cares about students and would 
move Heaven and Earth to help 
them."

At her public forum, Han-
sen addressed the #DoesUIo-
waLoveMe movement from 
spring 2019 and said that, if se-
lected, she would be proactive 
in addressing issues of diversity 
and inclusion and making the 
campus a more inclusive and di-
verse setting for students.

“Our community is not equi-
table and inclusive if students 
don’t experience it that way,” 
she said.

Building relationships across 
all cultures and backgrounds 
will be one of her top priorities 
in the position, Hansen said.

“I’m excited to collaborate 
with [Division of Student Life] 
staff members to create even 
more focused partnerships 
with the Office of the Provost, 
colleges, and academic success 
units in support of the UI’s mis-
sion,” Hansen said in a state-
ment.

Eleanor Hildebrandt contributed 
to this report.
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A mask sits on the Irving B. Weber statue in front of Van Allen on Thursday. The U.S. has seen a shortage of N95 surgical masks in the recent weeks 
due to coronavirus. The note on his shoulder states that the mask was “Found in front of St. Mary’s.”
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of the institutions under its 
jurisdiction,” the documents 
state. “Board approval of new 
section 1.1.E, Emergency Autho-
rizations, is requested to enable 
the president of the Board of 
Regents to respond promptly to 
emergency circumstances.”

The meeting and poli-
cy-change announcements 
come amid rising concern about 
novel coronavirus and its spread 
in the community as the number 
of confirmed COVID-19 cases in 

Iowa rose to 14 by Wednesday — 
with 13 in Johnson County. 

Regent President Mike Rich-
ards said in a statement Tues-
day that the state’s three regent 
institutions should “move as 
quickly as possible towards the 
ability to deliver instruction vir-
tually.” 

The University of Iowa an-
nounced Wednesday that it 
will suspend in-person classes 
for the two weeks after spring 
break, from March 23 to at least 
April 3. 

“We urge students to make 
a choice, their choice, about 
the best place they can stay for 
their personal health and safety 

during this period of time,” UI 
Senior Vice President for Fi-
nance and Operations Rod Leh-
nertz told reporters Wednes-
day.

The proposed change to the 
regents’ manual would autho-
rize the regent president to 
take actions necessary to pro-
tect people and property at af-
fected institutions, which could 
include the suspension of all or 
any portion of the regent poli-
cy manual, according to regent 
documents.

“The president shall seek 
Board of Regents ratification 
of any actions taken pursuant 
to this subsection at the earliest 

practical time,” the documents 
state, “but in no event later than 
the next regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Board of Re-
gents.”

The board also announced 
Thursday that its upcoming 
meeting in April will move from 
an in-person to online format 
because of the development of 
COVID-19. 

Although there will be no 
public comment because of 
the change, an Iowa State Uni-
versity room will be open for 
public citizens to come listen 
to the meeting, which will be 
live-streamed on the regent 
website.

REGENTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Then candidate for Vice President of Student Life Sarah Hansen speaks 
during a forum at the IMU on Feb. 4.
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pursue my passions with a 
bachelor’s degree in hand. 

After four years of hard work 
and memory-making, I expect-
ed I would top my college career 
off donning a cap and gown, 
walking across a stage propped 
up inside Carver-Hawkeye Are-
na. My parents would watch 
from afar as I shook a UI offi-
cial’s hand and received my di-
ploma — an achievement they 
had never had the opportunity 
to pursue and a dream they 
long had for me. By having this 
moment, I would in some way 
make up for the opportunities 
they never accessed.

That moment I had always 
dreamt of and aspired to ex-
perience as a first-generation 
student may not unfold the 
way I imagined because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Now, the remainder of my 
senior year in college is un-
certain. I will graduate amid 
(or hopefully after) a historic 
stock-market plunge as a jour-
nalism major — a field not ex-
actly known for its job security. 

Although *The Daily Io-
wan* will continue to publish 
regularly online and in print 
for now after spring break, the 
COVID-19 outbreak could force 
things to change at a moment’s 
notice. 

I’m coming to terms with the 
fact that the end of my senior 
year and one-fourth of my sole 
year as *DI* editor will not be 

what I pictured.
The UI is still exploring op-

tions and the Iowa Department 
of Public Health is not currently 
recommending canceling mass 
gatherings. There is no evi-
dence at this time of communi-
ty spread of COVID-19 in Iowa 
among the 16 positive cases. 

There is still hope, but a 
dream moment hanging in the 
balance has certainly been a 
heart-sinking blow. With more 
than one-fourth of Hawkeyes 
being first-generation stu-
dents, I’m not alone in that.

UI senior Alexia Sánchez, 
along with her sister Lilián, has 
advocated to raise awareness of 
what it means to be a first-gen-
eration student navigating 
higher education. She said it’s 
hard to entertain the reality of 
this long-imagined picture not 
coming alive.

“We picture it. We take the 
time to picture what this grad-
uation day is going to look like, 
who’s going to be there … what 
I’m going to wear, how I’m do-
ing my hair,” she said.

Sánchez said her family has 
been doing everything possible 
to attend, including her grand-
parents who live in Mexico. 
They would be disappointed for 
her and for themselves to not 
witness a commencement cer-
emony, she said. 

“While the reality is that we 
have to be safe and our health 
is our priority, as a first-gen stu-
dent it’s hard to balance which 
one you want more,” she said. “I 
think if anything, this should be 
a really great time for our uni-
versity administrators and also 

our whole campus to maybe be 
creative in how we can still cel-
ebrate this huge milestone even 
with the concerns that we still 
have at the moment.”

UI senior Alexis Gore is a 
first-generation student and is 
among the first of her cousins 
to graduate. 

Gore fears that if the UI’s 
in-person class suspension ex-
tends beyond two weeks after 
spring break and the semester 
abruptly ends, seniors will miss 
out on eight weeks of the college 
experience that they will nev-
er get back. Moments seniors 
imagine such as taking pictures 
on the Pentacrest in caps and 
gowns with their friends would 
be exchanged for being mailed 
a diploma.

“I don’t think you can remake 
a graduation,” she said. “That’s a 
day that you’ll never get back in 
your entire life.”

Something about that mo-
ment has always felt unattain-
able to me. It seemed too good 
to be true, and not to be too 
gloom-and-doom, but it felt 
like a moment that was never 
intended for me to experience. 

Health and safety need to be 
a priority, no doubt, but hope-
fully the UI continues to give its 
graduating seniors — and es-
pecially those of us who are “the 
first” — extra consideration as 
this pandemic runs its course. 

In time, I’ll redefine my col-
lege experience. For now, I’m 
mourning the possible loss of 
a defining moment that has 
always felt like a far-off dream, 
and which COVID-19 has prov-
en may remain just that.

the Iowa City community to stop 
by the coffee shop and support 
the business. Community mem-
bers joined in to post it on their 
own social-media accounts and 
spread the word, telling people to 
go to the coffee shop. 

“When I came in today, I was 
so nervous … and I was like, 
‘Wow this coronavirus thing — 
and everybody that’s leaving and 
hearing about how they’re shut-
ting down the UI,’ I was like, ‘This 
is not going to be good for busi-
ness,’” Milian said. 

The University of Iowa an-
nounced Wednesday that classes 
will be taught virtually for at least 
two weeks after spring break, un-
til at least April 3, amid concern 
about the spread of COVID-19. 
Students will be allowed to return 
to residence halls and any perma-
nent off-campus residences as 
classes move to an online format.

Mammitas opened in Jan-
uary, and Milian said she only 
anticipated one slow week while 
students would be away for the 
spring recess — not three.

UI Business Analytics Profes-
sor Jennifer Blackhurst said the 
economic effects of coronavirus 
will be seen on supply chains all 
over the world. Even if a company 
in the U.S. does not have a direct 
supplier in China, she said one of 
its suppliers could import goods 
from China which could cause a 
delay in expected shipments.

“Companies also are planning 
for this as much as they can, so 

they’ll have business continuity 
plans, they’ll be looking at where 
the inventory is, they’ll be decid-
ing on the best way to serve their 
customers,” Blackhurst said. 

This is not the first time in-
dustries have faced epidemics 
and similar disasters, Blackhurst 
said, so companies should have 
plans in place for something like 
this.

President and CEO of the 
Iowa City Area Business Part-
nership Kim Casko said the or-
ganization has advised local busi-
nesses to follow guidelines from 
the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention and the Iowa De-
partment of Public Health. 

“I would be concerned about 
some of the smaller businesses, 
like the retail shops [and] the 
restaurants in terms of just de-
creased foot traffic during this 
time,” Casko said.

The UI’s decision to move to 
online classes will have a ripple 

effect on businesses large and 
small in Iowa City, she said. 

The Iowa Department of Pub-
lic Health hasn't issued recom-
mendations for Iowa businesses 
to shutter. The department does 
advise businesses to actively 
encourage employees to stay 
home when they feel sick, mon-
itor worker traveling and follow 
travel guidelines from the CDC, 
and disinfect frequently touched 
areas of the workplace, such as 
countertops and doorknobs. 

Although Milian is uncertain 
what the next few weeks will hold 
for her business, she said she is 

hopeful after the way customers 
turned out Thursday. 

“It just gives me hope for the 
future, because the coronavirus 
may be here now but it’s not go-
ing to be here forever,” she said. 
“We’re going to get through this 
as a people — as a community 
— and it just gives me so much 
love.”
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cifically in the region she is trav-
eling to. If she feels like she will 
not be able to leave, or the choice 
to go would be looked down up-
on by others, or put others at risk, 
then she will suspend her trip.

“My biggest concern is just if I 
did get it, then giving it to other 
people," Orr said. "Because I can 
handle the disease or the illness, 
but I just don’t want to be re-
sponsible for giving it to some-
one that maybe can’t handle it.”

UI freshman Brynn Holz-

warth said she will travel to Lon-
don over spring break. While 
travel from the majority of Eu-
rope, with exceptions for Ameri-
can citizens, was banned by Pres-
ident Trump on Wednesday, the 
ban does not include the UK.

Holzwarth will leave with her 
family for a week to see a soccer 
game that has not yet been can-
celed. Though she's concerned 
about potentially being unable to 
leave London once she's there, or 
that the game and her plans will 
be canceled, Holzwarth said her 
parents trust that nothing like 
that will happen. 

She added that if her family 
were to cancel the trip, they could 

lose thousands of dollars. 
“[We would be] losing money 

for having to postpone the trip. 
Both my parents already took off 
for it ...” Holzwarth said. “Both 
my parents have full-time jobs so 
we can’t just go any time.”

As previously reported by The 
Daily Iowan, the UI announced 
Wednesday it would implement 
online-only classes for the two 
weeks after spring break.

Holzwarth said she is worried 
about others who may be at-risk 
locally. However, she feels better 
knowing that she won’t be able to 
spread anything on campus be-
cause of the delayed return. 

“I’m more worried about oth-

er people’s wellbeing. If I travel 
internationally, I put myself in 
that position,” Holzwarth said. 
“That's my fault if I get the virus.”

While Luttenegger expressed 
frustration about the uncer-
tainty of how classes would 
proceed prior to the university’s 
announcement of at least two 
weeks of virtual learning, she al-
so acknowledged the difficulty of 
the situation. 

“I think the university is do-
ing the best it probably can. I 
think it’s hard because this is so 
unprecedented,” Luttenegger 
said. “I don’t really think there’s 
a template to go off of for this 
situation.”

HAWKEYES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BUSINESSES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Mammitas Coffee Owner Jacquie Milian poses for a portrait outside of 
her shop in Iowa City on Jan. 30.

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
UI student Brynn Holzwarth poses for a portrait on Thursday in front of 
the Old Capitol.

FIRST-GEN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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The University of Iowa com-
munity is preparing for two 
weeks of online course instruc-
tion from March 23 through at 
least April 3 after spring break 
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. As the UI’s independent 
student-run news organiza-
tion, The Daily Iowan consid-
ered what the university’s de-

cision would mean for our staff 
and content production.

College news organizations 
across the U.S. are largely mov-
ing their content production 
online while their universities 
have suspended in-person 
course instruction. After con-
sidering what is best for our 
staff and our community, the 
DI has decided for the time 
being to continue publish-
ing a daily newspaper and TV 
broadcast after spring break. 
This plan is subject to change 
depending on the UI’s deci-
sions about how to proceed for 
the remainder of the spring 
semester. Regardless of those 
decisions, we will continue to 
publish important news online 
throughout the semester.

The public needs access to 
credible information amid 
mass confusion and un-
certainty about the spread 

of COVID-19. Students are 
scared, administrators have 
indicated plans could change 
at any time, and government 
and public-health officials are 
urging extreme measures of 
caution to maintain health and 
safety. There’s a great deal we 
don’t know about COVID-19, 

but through DI content, we 
plan to continue informing the 
community about what this 
means for Hawkeyes.

While much of our audience 
is online, we understand the 
print medium remains a go-to 
news source in the community 
as well. We want the greater 
community to have access to 
that medium, especially for 
those whose access to internet 
is limited. The DI staff views 

ourselves as journalists who 
happen to be students, and 
while other local outlets con-
tinue to print, we believe the 
community should have access 
to our content on newsstands 
as well. 

With that said, the DI is urg-
ing our staff to prioritize health 
and safety as we continue to 
cover news. Following UI guid-
ance, we have urged our staff to 
make the best decisions for their 
own health and safety. It will be 
optional for staffers to come 
into our newsroom to work 
throughout this break from in-
struction, and accommodations 
will be made for those working 
at home or remotely. We have 
also urged the staff to stay at 
home if they feel sick.

We encourage the communi-
ty to submit questions they have 
about the local impact of novel 
coronavirus’ spread through 
an online survey at dailyiowan.
com. We want to hear from 
you about which stories you 
want told and what concerns 
you have about what COVID-19 
means for the community.

The UI story will remain a 
critical one to tell as this pan-
demic affects the world, and 
no news organization is better 
equipped to share that story 
than the UI student-run DI. We 
will put health and safety first 
as we continue to work, but we 
want to remain a reliable news 
source for all issues pertaining 
to the COVID-19 spread and 
beyond for our community.
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Certainty is in short supply 
for students as spring break 
approaches for the Universi-
ty of Iowa. Classes have been 
moved online, trips have been 
canceled, and thousands of 
students face countless deci-
sions affecting personal and 
public health.

As members of the Daily Io-
wan Editorial Board, we don’t 
have pre-
scriptions or 
prognoses for 
the outbreak. 
It is normal 
to be scared, 
anxious, or upset — but we 
can choose how we react to 
the coronavirus crisis.

For expert advice, UI 
students should listen to 
professionals at the World 
Health Organization, Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, and Iowa De-
partment of Public Health. 
The WHO is posting daily 
updates on its website, and 
the CDC has made YouTube 
videos answering questions 
and providing briefs about 
COVID-19. 

As for the DI, we currently 
plan to continue to publish 

after our regularly scheduled 
spring-break hiatus. We will 
further the message of Edi-
tor-in-Chief Marissa Payne 
wrote in the letter above:

“There’s a great deal we 
don’t know about COVID-19, 
but through DI content, we 
plan to continue informing 
the community about what 
this means for Hawkeyes.”

Information will be known, 
people will be treated, and 
unforeseen difficulties will 

occur. We don’t have all the 
answers right now, but this is 
what we know about the story 
so far.

Online classes
For at least two weeks after 

spring break, the UI will con-
duct all courses online. Many 
other higher-education insti-
tutions also made the move to 
virtual instruction. 

Unfortunately, this won’t 
be as simple as putting up 
some slides online or posting 
a video lecture from home in 
all circumstances. The most 

obvious problems involve 
classes that require in-person 
interaction such as science 
labs and fine-arts courses. 
There is currently no official 
UI guidance for instructors 
of these classes, instead giv-
ing them discretion for what 
would be best in individual 
situations.

For the sake of students’ 
academic records and mental 
well-being, we ask for empa-
thy and leniency whenever 

possible for 
the dura-
tion of the 
o n l i n e - o n l y 
classes. We al-
so call for ac-

commodations for students 
who will not have access to 
high-speed internet and other 
necessary resources.

In short, Hawkeyes need 
academic security in the face 
of this pandemic.

Public-health precautions
The reach of COVID-19 has 

grown to the point where 
even healthy, able-bodied 
people should take extra pre-
cautions. We again urge our 
fellow UI students to follow 
the direction of public-health 
officials.

There are many simple steps 
everyone can take to mitigate 
infections. Minimizing un-
necessary physical and social 
contact, washing hands more 
often than usual, and avoiding 
face touching are doable.

Many are already aware 
that those most vulnerable 
to the coro-
navirus are 
older people 
and those 
with immu-
n o d e f i c i e n -
cies. It may 
be tempting 
for students 
to ignore expert recommen-
dations because most of us 
aren’t at risk of serious symp-
toms or death. But this isn’t 
about us.

By taking proper measures 
to protect ourselves from 
infection, we stop the virus 
from reaching further. It is 
our civic duty to do everything 
we can to take responsibilities 
for ourselves, not take any 
chances, and do everything 
we can to stop the spread of 
the coronavirus outbreak.

Other student concerns
We are all more than stu-

dents with health statuses. 
There are many other factors 
that demand attention from 
the Hawkeye student body 
and broader community.

Employees — Many UI 
students work part-time and 
full-time to pay for tuition, 
housing, food, and other 
necessities. Particularly for 
those who work on-campus 
jobs, a decrease or cancella-
tion of hours would make life 
as they know it impossible. If 

they can’t pay rent, what are 
they supposed to do? There 
has been a push on the na-
tional level to guarantee sick 
leave for workers, but there 
are no commitments thus far. 
Whether it comes from the 
federal or state government, 
the need for financial relief be-
comes more urgent every day.

Out-of-state — Temporar-
ily moving back home is the 
best course of action for lots 
of Hawkeyes. Many already 
made those plans because of 
spring break. However, if the 
online-class period is extend-
ed beyond the current two 
weeks, the disruption could be 
disastrous. This is even worse 
for international students. 
The possibility of canceled 
flights is just one of the many 
complications for which stu-

dents living far from Iowa City 
need solutions.

Racism — Perhaps the 
most vulnerable students 
during this crisis is the UI’s 
Asian and Asian-American 
populations. There have 
already been incidents re-
ported elsewhere of attacks 

on people 
of Asian de-
scent. No 
crisis can be 
an excuse to 
discriminate 
against our 
fellow stu-
dents. Now 

more than ever, Hawks help 
Hawks. 

Seniors — For those sched-
uled to graduate from the UI 
this semester, the thought 
of canceled commencement 
adds to the stress of finishing 
classes to earn their degrees. 
This is especially true for ma-
ny first-generation students. 
While ceremonies are planned 
for more than two months 
away, spsecific sympathy for 
seniors is warranted.

It’s easy to feel hopeless 
right now. It’s easy to feel as if 
our actions don’t matter. It’s 
easy to give up. But we can’t. 

The UI will survive the 
coronavirus. The DI will re-
port on it. And in this mo-
ment of uncertainty, we will 
pull together.

Stay safe, Hawkeyes.

All Hawkeyes need to prepare for coronavirus
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

The DI plans to continue publishing 
during COVID-19 class suspension

The UI community needs information on the coronavirus while in-person classes are canceled. The DI will cover the news.

MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

COVID-19 has already disrupted classes and other parts of 
regular life. UI students need to do their part in fighting it.

THE DAILY IOWAN which has been serving the 
University of Iowa, Johnson County, and state of Iowa 
communities for over 150 years, is committed to fair and 
accurate coverage of events and issues concerning these 
areas. In an ever-changing media landscape, the DI real-
izes that an often contentious political climate – paired 
with the widespread dissemination of news – can cause 
contentious discussions over some stories. Although these 
discussions are essential to democracy – and reiterate the 
importance of the freedom of expression – the DI takes 
great lengths to ensure that our social media presence is 
free of discriminatory remarks, and inaccurate representa-
tions of the communities we ardently serve.

GUEST OPINIONS must be arranged with the Opin-
ions Editor at least three days prior to the desired date 
of publication. Guest opinions are selected and edited in 
accordance with length, subject relevance, and space con-
siderations. The DI will only publish one letter per author 
per month. No advertisements or mass mailings, please.

READER COMMENTS that may appear were 
originally posted on dailyiowan.com or on the DI’s social 
media platforms in response to published material. Com-
ments will be chosen for print publication when they are 
deemed to forward public discussion. They may be edited 
for length and style. 

Marissa Payne Editor-in-Chief 

Elijah Helton Opinions Editor

Jason O’Day, Peyton Downing, Becca Bright, Ally Pronina, Kalen McCain, Riley Moore, 
Signe Nettum, Angela Stansbery, Hailey Marx, Hannah Pinksi, Visouda Somsaath Columnists

Taylor Newby, Madison Lotenschtein, Emily Creery Contributors

COLUMNS, CARTOONS, and OTHER OPINIONS CONTENT reflect the opinions of the authors and are 
not necessarily those of the Editorial Board, The Daily Iowan, or other organizations in which the author may be involved.

Marissa Payne, Brooklyn Draisey, Elijah Helton, Jason O’Day, Becca Bright  Editorial Board 

EDITORIALS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not the opinion of the publisher, Student 
Publications Inc., or the University of Iowa. 

‘There’s a great deal we don’t know about 
COVID-19, but through DI content, we plan to 
continue informing the community about what 
this means for Hawkeyes.’

‘It is our civic duty to do everything we can 
to take responsibilities for ourselves, not take any 
chances, and stop the spread of the coronavirus 
outbreak.’

‘In short, Hawkeyes need academic security 
in the face of this pandemic.’



BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH 
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa sophomore 
Anna Hull had just arrived in 
Austria when she found out she 
had a week to pack up and return 
to the U.S.

Hull was studying abroad in 
Italy through CIMBA, a UI pro-
gram where students spend a 
semester studying in Italy and 
traveling around Europe, and 
received the news on Feb. 29 that 
the university was suspending its 
programs in Italy due to rising 
cases of COVID-19, urging all of 
around 30 CIMBA students to 
leave by March 6.

“It was really sudden,” Hull 
said. “The week before we had 
been having these meetings 
about potential cancellations, or 
canceling travel plans and stuff, 
and then all of a sudden, the U.S. 
bumped Italy up to level three 
and then Iowa was like, ‘Oh, hey, 
you guys have to come home 
now.’ And we were like, ‘Oh, wow. 
OK.' ”

Hull was only in Austria for the 
weekend, and when she returned 
to Italy, she spent the week pack-
ing and fitting in last-minute 
goodbyes, flying back to the U.S. 
on March 6.

To date, the university has 
canceled programs in China, 
South Korea, Italy, Japan, France, 
Spain, and Germany. The State 

Board of Regents has also put a 
rolling 30-day ban on all universi-
ty-sponsored international travel 
and the three regent-governed 
universities, including the UI, are 
transitioning nearly all in-person 
classes on campus to be delivered 
online until at least April 3.

In Johnson County, there 
are 14 positive cases of the novel 
coronavirus that are all linked to 
an Egypt cruise. Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds signed a disaster proc-
lamation on Monday, bringing in 
resources from the Iowa Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management’s Iowa 
Emergency Response Plan.

Hull said the message from 
the university came without 
much warning, and little expla-
nation in regard to next steps. 
CIMBA students already paid 
tuition and room and board for 
the full semester abroad, and 
Hull said she's uncertain that any 
money will be refunded.

“I haven't gotten any money 
from the university at all,” Hull 
said. “CIMBA is talking about 
reimbursement, but they haven't 
really done anything like that.”

According to a March 11 email 
sent to students in France, Ger-
many, and Spain, the university 
has offered to cover change fees 
on airline tickets up to $500. 

Students in CIMBA also had 
trips around Europe planned, 
and some had to cancel nonre-

fundable train tickets and flights.
“I was absolutely devastated,” 

said Christina Pappas, a junior 
who was studying in Italy. “...This 
was like our, 'Go travel Europe 
and check out all these different 
places'. And it’s sad because it 
was cut short before the bulk of 
our traveling.”

Pappas said she was able to 
get to three planned countries, 

but she had seven more trips 
planned, and she doesn’t expect 
to get refunds on any of her 
flights. 

CIMBA has offered to cover 
fees for students who want to 
study in Italy again in the fall or 
spring semesters next year, but 
both Pappas and Hull said they 

wouldn’t be able to fit it into 
their schedules again before they 
graduate. 

For students that are forced 
to return home, the university 
is making efforts to allow them 
to finish the semester online, 
Russell Ganim, the associate pro-
vost and International Programs 
dean, said in an email to The Daily 
Iowan.

“In most cases, these students 
are able to finish their course-
work online,” he said. “Some 
coursework is disrupted, howev-
er, and we are urging students 
to work with their home colleges 
and departments on finding 
ways to complete these classes.”

CIMBA students have been 

given the opportunity to com-
plete their classes online, and 
they’ll be getting full credits for 
the semester, Pappas said.

Jorge Salinas, the UI Hospitals 
and Clinics epidemiologist, said 
the UI’s response with regard to 
international programs has been 
in line with recommendations 
from the World Health Organi-
zation and the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

“I think it's been very proac-
tive in learning from experiences 
in other areas to try to minimize 
or eliminate the possibility of 
outbreaks here on campus,” he 
said. 

Students returning from 
abroad are being urged to 
self-isolate for 14 days, and both 
Hull and Pappas have stayed at 
home outside Iowa City since 
their return to the U.S. 

“There’s a possibility that 
this infection can be very mild, 
potentially asymptomatic,” Sa-
linas said. “We believe that we 
decrease the probability of them 
unknowingly transmitting this 
infection to other students. If 
they went to school, they could 
transmit it to others.”

Other students have had travel 
plans changed amid the interna-
tional pandemic.

 Arielle Soemadi, a senior in 
the College of Education, was 
planning to leave March 14 to stu-
dent-teach at Oatlands College, 

an all-boys school in Dublin, Ire-
land, but the program was can-
celed when the regents instituted 
the travel ban. 

Soemadi found out her 
trip was canceled while stu-
dent-teaching at Washington 
Middle School in Washington, 
Iowa. 

“I was livid for about 30 min-
utes,” she said. “I had called my 
parents, standing outside the 
school just crying on the phone. 
Everything had finally fallen into 
place... But after that, I realized 
there's nothing anybody can do. 
So just trying to process that and 
try to be OK with that has been 
the main struggle.”

Soemadi had some sunken 
costs as well, spending $800 on 
a nonrefundable plane ticket. 
However, she said the UI would 
refund her $2,224 study abroad 
fees. 

The opportunity to teach at 
a single-sex school, and under-
standing the benefits and draw-
backs of them, was something 
Soemadi said she was looking 
forward to. She said the College 
of Education pushes students to 
gain a global teaching perspec-
tive.

“One of my dreams is to teach 
internationally,” she said. “This 
was gonna be that big test run 
of, is this what I truly want? And 
now it feels like I’m stepping in 
blind, if I want to do this.” 

BY JULIA SHANAHAN 
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu

Nursing homes and retire-
ment facilities in the Iowa City 
area are taking preventative 
measures to protect patients 
and residents amid 14 con-
firmed cases of novel coronavi-
rus in Johnson County

Jason Bridie, director of 
marketing at Lantern Park Spe-
cialty Care nursing homes in 
Iowa, said that while they are 
not aware of any presumptive 
cases in any of their 44 facilities, 
they are taking preventative 
measures such as restricting 
visitations to immediate family 
members and allowing other 
visitations on a case-by-case ba-
sis. 

The Centers for Medicaid Ser-
vices has advised long-term care 
facilities to limit nonessential 

visitors.
The facilities are also stocking 

up on medical supplies such as 
masks, gowns, cleaning sup-
plies, and other protective gear, 
Bridie said. 

“It’s completely a preventa-
tive and a preparation mode for 
us,” Bridie said. “[We’re] heavily 
monitoring, keeping tabs on all 
of our residents, and making 
sure that we're as prepared as 
we can be should we experience 
exposure or outbreak.”

There is one Lantern Park 
Specialty Care facility in John-
son County, located in Coralville.

Iowa public-health officials 
Thursday confirmed the state 
has 16 individuals who tested 
positive for the coronavirus, 
14 of which reside in Johnson 
County. Fifteen of the cases in 
the state are tied to the same 
Egyptian cruise.

The two new cases are both 
individuals between the ages 
of 61 and 80. Older adults are 
at a greater risk for contract-
ing COVID-19, according to the 
Center for Disease Control. The 
CDC also says that people with 
chronic illnesses, such as heart 
disease, diabetes, and lung dis-
ease are also at a greater risk. 

Melrose Retirement Com-
munity Marketing Coordinator 
Meghan Adam said Monday that 
her facility, located in Iowa City, 
is not restricting visitations, but 
said the facility is stepping up 
diligence in terms of cleaning 
and maintenance.

“We are monitoring our resi-
dents as we usually would,” Ad-
am said. “It is kind of cold and 
flu season still, so we're always 
pretty diligent about that kind 
of thing. But, if anybody starts 
exhibiting symptoms that seem 

to correlate, then we would ob-
viously advise them to go ahead 
and get tested.”

Legacy Dial Senior Living, a 
nursing home in Iowa City, dis-
plays on its website its “commit-
ment to you during COVID-19.” 
It says that they are not allowing 
visitors who are experiencing 
cold and flu symptoms, which 
includes a fever greater than 
100.4 degrees. 

The website also advises all 
visitors and health-care profes-
sionals go directly to the resi-
dent’s room and to avoid com-
mon areas.

“Out of respect to our res-
idents and team members, 
visitors with other symptoms 
including but not limited to a 
runny nose, shortness of breath, 
fatigue, chills, vomiting or diar-
rhea should postpone visits to a 
community,” Dial Senior Living 

advises on their website.
The Iowa Department of 

Public Health reminds Iowans 
on its website that people are 
at a greater risk for contracting 
influenza than the novel corona-

virus. The CDC says face masks 
are not necessary for the gener-
al public, and advises people to 
wash their hands, avoid touch-
ing your eyes, nose and mouth, 
and to stay home when sick.
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Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
The University of Iowa Study Abroad office is seen on Oct. 21, 2019.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
The Melrose Meadows Retirement Community is seen on Wednesday.

FOLLOWING THE OUTBREAK
A series dissecting coronavirus' impact on Iowa City.

Corona
virus

Iowa City area nursing homes take precautions
As more cases of the novel coronavirus are confirmed in Johnson County, area nursing homes and retirement communities 

are taking extra precautions to care for the population considered most vulnerable to the spread of COVID-19.

Students grapple with international travel ban
As the UI cancels international programs in several countries and the regents place a temporary ban on all university-

sponsored international travel, students are quickly having to return home and cancel plans to study abroad. 

BY RYLEE WILSON 
rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu

As Iowa’s public universities 
announce they will move to on-
line-only instruction through 
April 3 because of the COVID-19 
outbreak, most K-12 schools re-
main open — though districts 
are bracing for a possible shift 
to online learning. 

Des Moines Public Schools 
announced on Thursday all 
classes and activities will be sus-
pended through March 30, for 
a week after the schools' spring 
breaks, though no other dis-
tricts have announced cancella-
tions as of Thursday.

The release from the district 
did not mention a shift to online 
instruction. 

The Iowa City Commu-
nity School District says it's 
equipped to handle a shift to 
online learning, as students in 
grades 7-12 each receive a lap-
top from the district as part of 
a one-to-one technology pro-
gram. 

Adam Kurth, technology di-
rector for the district, said all 
upper-level students will have 
access to a computer in case the 
district moves to online instruc-
tion, and the district will likely 
be able to repurpose existing 
devices to be used by elementa-
ry-age students. 

“We have about 8,000 kids in 
our elementary schools — we 
have the ability to scale up, if we 
need to, to around 6,000 devic-
es,” Kurth said. “Realistically, we 

expect the demand to be in the 
range of 1,500 to 2,000 devices 
and we can meet that.”

The Iowa Department of 
Public Health confirmed 16 cas-
es of the coronavirus in Iowa, 
with 14 individuals residing in 
Johnson County. All 14 cases as 
well as another person living 
in Carroll County are tied to an 
early March cruise to Egypt.

Though some UI students 
interviewed by the DI expressed 
concern of whether Iowa City 
could handle the demand of 
thousands of students learning 
online, Kurth said the multiple 
internet providers in the city 
would likely be able to handle 
the increased traffic. 

“We’re fairly fortunate in 
terms of internet connectivity 

in our community, not 
only being relatively ro-
bust, but also provided 
through a number of 
carriers,” he said. “When 
we look at the diversity 
of options availability, 
it makes me a little less 
concerned that an issue 
with one service is go-
ing to take down the en-
tire district, or that the 
amount of traffic is going 
to overwhelm any one 
carrier.” 

Staci Hupp, commu-
nications director for the 
Iowa Board of Education, 
said the board does not 

have the legal authority to allow 
school districts to use online 
learning in place of face-to-face 
instruction, though it is work-
ing with school districts to de-
velop alternative options. 

“We completely understand 
the unique circumstances and 
we’re exploring possible next 
steps to assist school districts in 
on this issue,” Hupp said. 

Iowa school districts are re-
quired to be in session for 180 
days a year, or 1,080 hours, 
according to the Iowa Depart-
ment of Education. 

Kurth said Iowa City schools 
are able to provide mobile hot-
spot connectivity to students 
without broadband connectiv-
ity in their homes, though this 
technology only works because 
Iowa City generally has strong 
cellular data connectivity. 

“If we were in a less densely 
populated area and not near a 
metropolitan city, that sudden-
ly becomes a whole lot tougher 
— you can hand out wireless 
hotspots, but a lot of kids ar-
en’t going to have reasonable 
data coverage,” Kurth said. “We 
have cable companies, we have 
phone companies that are able 
to provide over DSL. In many 
less densely populated areas, 
they may have only one provid-
er choice, or there might not 
be any provider choice beyond 
satellite internet, which is noto-
riously unreliable.”  

K-12 schools consider moving online, canceling
Iowa City Community Schools say they feel well-prepared to transition to online 
learning, though other areas in the state could face more significant challenges. 

Mission Creek 
canceled amid 
COVID-19 spread  
Mission Creek's Executive Director Andre 
Perry announced in an email that the 
festival will not continue in its present form. 
BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN 
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu 

Mission Creek Festival 
has been canceled because of 
growing concern about the 
coronavirus, according to 
an email statement made by 
Mission Creek’s Executive Di-
rector Andre Perry. The Iowa 
City festival was set to put on 
events April 1-4. 

Perry said in the email that 
because the public-health sit-
uation in the area has inten-
sified, it will no longer carry 
out the festival in this form. 
Mission Creek is currently 
working with artists to set up 
an event in the late summer 
or early fall. More informa-
tion will follow early next week 
with the dates and lineup, as 
well as a list of artists who are 
unable to make it to the new 
event. 

Sixteen COVID-19 cases 
have been confirmed in Iowa, 
14 of which are in Johnson 
County. On Wednesday, the 
University of Iowa instruct-
ed all classes to move into an 
online format from March 23 

until at least April 3. Scope’s 
Lamplight Series scheduled 
for March 12, and the co-pre-
sented Parquet Courts show 
scheduled for April 2, have also 
been canceled. 

A few artists slated to per-
form were Lucy Dacus, Eliz-
abeth Moen, Parquet Courts, 
Sound for Andy Warhol’s Kiss, 
and (Sandy) Alice G. 

The organization is also 
working to put out informa-
tion regarding refunds of tick-
ets and exchanges available 
so patrons can choose which 
option is best for them, said 
Perry. 

“As a nonprofit organiza-
tion navigating a challenging 
period, we are extremely ap-
preciative of any patron who 
donates the cost of their ticket 
in lieu of a refund, however, 
we understand that is not al-
ways financially possible,” Per-
ry said in the email. 

Customers wishing to dis-
cuss refunds right now should 
call the Mission Creek box of-
fice at 319-688-2653 or email 
the organization at info@mis-
sioncreekfestival.com.Photo Illustration by Raquele Decker
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ACROSS
  1 ___ 500
 6 Building manager, informally
10 Mimics Nicki Minaj
14 Role for Nichelle Nichols and Zoë Saldana
15 Sue at Chicago’s Field Museum, e.g.
16 Glow
17 Seminal William S. Burrows novel, 1959
19 Proof of purchase
20 Tar
21 Galaxy competitor
23 Adolph Coors or Frederick Pabst
26 Crown ___
29 “Te ___” (Spanish words of affection)
30 Big name in cosmetics
31 Corporate bigs
32 Actress ___ Dawn Chong
35 Start of a citation

36 Samurai swords
38 Car company that sponsors the World Cup
39 Before, in odes
40 Sty occupants
41 Some marsh flora
43 Spinning
45 Help to cover
46 “The fault lies here”
49 Comics title character who says “Getting an inch
  of snow is like winning 10 cents in the lottery” 
50 Folds
53 Instead
54 Pittsburgh is its most populous city
58 Manipulative sort
59 Ring bearers
60 Special ops force
61 Super Bowl LIII winners, informally
62 Course obstacle

63 Defaults?

DOWN
 1 Tanning agent
 2 “Eureka!” moments
 3 Quickly heat up
 4 Fantasized
 5 Emmy-nominated host of “Top Chef”
 6 ___ double
 7 Spigot site
 8 Something a bodybuilder might flex, informally
 9 Case opener
10 Breakfast quantity
11 Bodybuilder?
12 Trim
13 Fencing piece
18 Miss
22 Certain P.R., in two different senses
24 In an even manner
25 Remains
26 Say mockingly
27 “Do I ___!”
28 “Good to go!”
31 Rant and rave
33 Fictional Ethiopian princess
34 “Careful now”
37 Put off
42 Erased
44 Equivocates
45 Farmer’s place, in song
46 Freeze
47 Lightweight wood
48 Sudden movement
51 Muay ___ (martial art)
52 It may be fine in a stream
55 Plague
56 ___-brained
57 Intensifying suffix, in �modern slang
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BY PETE RUDEN 
pete-ruden@uiowa.edu

The NCAA and Big Ten's 
decision to cancel winter 
and spring sports for the 
remainder of the season has 
sent shock waves through-
out the sports world.

The student-athletes in-
volved are at the center of it.

Multiple Hawkeyes have 
tweeted their emotions 
since the decision, which the 
Big Ten announced Thurs-
day afternoon after the Big 
Ten Men's Basketball Tour-
nament was canceled Thurs-
day morning.

The decision left many 
student-athletes wondering 
in the immediate aftermath 
if seniors will receive an ad-

ditional season of eligibility.
Men's basketball guard 

Bakari Evelyn arrived at 
Iowa as a graduate trans-
fer from Valparaiso. He 
had previously spent time 
at Nebraska as a freshman, 
making his stop with the 
Hawkeyes the third of his 
college career.

Evelyn was headed to the 
NCAA Tournament with the 
Hawkeyes. Now, he won't 
have the opportunity to play 
in the Big Dance this season.

"SOLIKE... DO I GET AN-
OTHER YEAR OR ... 

— (@Bakari_Evelyn11) 
March 12, 2020"

It's been difficult for 
teams to realize their sea-
sons are over because of this 
unprecedented week.

"To our incredible group 
of senior women,

We love you, we are proud 
of you, and we’re so grateful 
you are forever #Hawkeyes." 
— Iowa Women's BBall (@
IowaWBB) March 12, 2020"

"You really never know 
when your last day on the 
field is going to be.....It’s a 
sad day. 

— Kit Rocco (@kit_rocco) 
March 12, 2020"

Similarly, Iowa track 

and field thrower Laulauga 
Tausaga won't receive the 
chance to defend the nation-
al title she won in the discus 
at the 2019 NCAA Outdoor 
Track and Field Champion-
ships.

"Entirely heartbroken.
— Laulauga Tausaga (@

LaulaugaTausaga) March 
12, 2020"

The cancellation also cut 
short the student-athletes' 
times with each other. Most 

seasons would go anywhere 
from a week longer for bas-
ketball to three months lon-
ger for baseball and softball.

"I love my team"
— WayneO (@W_law-

rence1) March 12, 2020"
The decision to cancel 

the season is surprising 
for freshmen just as it is 
for those closing out their 
careers, as baseball catcher 
Tyler Snep showed on Twit-
ter.

"I don’t even know what 
to say right now. This is 
baffling...

— Ty Snep (@TySnep) 
March 12, 2020"

When things started go-
ing downhill on Wednes-
day, men's basketball for-
ward Ryan Kriener joked 

that Iowa would claim the 
national title if the NCAA 
Tournament was canceled. 
That became a reality on 
Thursday.

"If the NCAA tournament 
is canceled we are calling 
dibs on the national cham-
pionship

— Ryan Kriener (@B1G-
cat15) March 12, 2020"

The team lived up to its 
imaginary success in the Big 
Ten Tournament as well, as 
forward Riley Till posted 
a photo of an incomplete 
bracket with the Hawkeyes 
crowned as champions.

"Your 2020 Big Ten 
Champions #GoHawks @
B1Gcat15 @Bakari_Evelyn11

— Riley Till (@rtillery20) 
March 12, 2020"

Hawkeye student-athletes react to season cancellation
Iowa student-athletes took to social media to discuss how they felt about their respective seasons being canceled on Thursday.

to having already covered my 
final Hawkeye sporting event 
without even knowing it. 

It wasn’t supposed to end 
this way. Not for me, and more 
importantly not for all of the 
student-athletes who have put 
in work going back to early last 
year. 

It’s rough. But there’s not 
much more the Big Ten and 

NCAA could have done while 
there’s a pandemic spreading 
across the world that we’ve 
never seen in our lives.

This is uncharted territory, 
and it’s an extremely difficult 
way to see it come to an end. 

Now, there are too many 
questions that can’t be an-
swered. I would love to know if 
there will be a football season 
next year and when baseball 
will come back. I would love to 
know if I can get a job in sports 
after I graduate in May.

But I don’t. And until then, 

I really need to find some 
new hobbies outside of sports 
(please send hobby suggestions 
to peter-ruden@uiowa.edu). 

In all seriousness, there 
needs to be something done 
for the Big Ten student-ath-
letes in their last year of eli-
gibility in a spring or winter 
sport. 

The NCAA can’t let them 
end their careers like this. 

It’s especially tough when 
players like Bakari Evelyn 
spend time at three different 
school to get a chance to play 

in the NCAA Tournament and 
then it doesn’t happen. Or 
when a player such as Kathleen 
Doyle posts the best season of 
her career, only to have it be 
cut short unexpectedly. 

And then there’s the Hawk-
eye wrestling team, which 
found itself with a good shot at 
taking home its first national 
championship since 2010. 

I don’t know how to live in 
a world without sports, and 
I’m sure these athletes don’t 
either. 

Right now, I just feel lucky 

to have had the experiences 
that I’ve had. These past 3.75 
years covering Iowa athletics 
have been some of the most 
fun of my life.

I remember going to the 
Holiday Bowl in San Diego 
only three-and-a-half months 
ago and realizing how lucky I 
was to receive the chance to be 
there. 

Covering March Madness 
in Columbus in 2019 is one of 
my favorite memories from 
my time at the DI, and it hurts 
knowing I won’t be able to do 

it again.
In a way, coronavirus has 

taken the essence of America: 
sports, Tom Hanks, Disney-
land, and college. 

It’s not easy to look back on 
my college career and see how 
things ended. But I think the 
Big Ten and NCAA made the 
decisions they made for a rea-
son. 

Hopefully, when the sad-
ness washes away, this be-
comes a good story to tell 
in the future. A future with 
sports.

we were blessed with an in-
credible Big Ten basketball 
season with the number 
of teams that played well," 
Warren said. "We have 
those memories to really 
think about as we sit here 
today, but I don't think I 
would recommend to our 
staff or crown a champion 

from the tournament, be-
cause we didn't get a chance 
to play the tournament."

In his short time as com-
missioner, Warren has 
made the health of Big Ten 
student-athletes a priority, 
whether it be physical or 
mental health.

Thursday's events seemed 
to take another step in that 
direction.

"We want to make sure 
that our student-athletes 

have an opportunity on our 
college campuses to get 
a world-class education, 
to participate in intercol-
legiate athletics, but also 
that we create an environ-
ment that they are healthy 
from a holistic standpoint," 
Warren said. "And then, we 
show them leadership. So, I 
think this is a chance for a 
lot of people to understand 
and learn what the Big Ten 
stands for."
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Mike Mulholland Maish/TNS
Big Ten Conference Commissioner Kevin Warren addresses reporters regarding the cancellation of the 2020 Big 
Ten Men's Basketball tournament at Bankers Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis on Thursday.

'I think this is a chance for a lot of people to understand and 
learn what the Big Ten stands for.'

—Big Ten Conference Commissioner Kevin Warren  on the impacts of the  Big Ten  Tournament's cancellation

'You really never know when your last day on the field 
is going to be.....It’s a sad day.'

— Kit Rocco (@kit_rocco) March 12, 2020
Rocco

'Entirely heartbroken.'

— Laulauga Tausaga (@LaulaugaTausaga) 
March 12, 2020

Tausaga

'I don’t even know what to say right now. This is baffling...'

— Ty Snep (@TySnep) March 12, 2020

Snep
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I sympathize with our winter 
sports teams who were primed 
to compete at their upcoming 
NCAA Championship events. 
We will do everything in our 
power to provide our full sup-
port for everyone in Iowa athlet-
ics as we move forward through 
the spring semester.”

Among the winter sports 
teams affected is wrestling, as 
the team seemed primed to re-
turn to the top of the sport for 
the first time since 2010. The 
No. 1 Hawkeyes finished the 
regular season 13-0 with 10 wins 
over ranked opponents.

The Hawkeyes followed their 
regular season performance 
with a Big Ten Team Cham-
pionship. Big Ten Wrestler 
of the Year Spencer Lee and 
149-pound Pat Lugo each won 
their first individual titles at 
the 2020 Big Ten Tournament. 
165-pound Alex Marinelli also 
won his second-straight Big 
Ten title.

The momentum should've 
carried 10 Hawkeyes to the 
NCAA Wrestling Champion-
ships. A potentially all-time 
great Iowa wrestling team will 
never see its program-restoring 
championship dreams come to 

fruition.
“Our coaching staff is dis-

appointed for our guys, their 
families, and our fans," Iowa 
wrestling head coach Tom 
Brands said in a statement. "I 
understand the Big Ten Confer-
ence and NCAA made decisions 
based on information available 
and are acting in what they 
believe is in the best interest of 
the student-athletes. We will 
process this and move forward, 
as we always do. Our guys have 
a lot to be proud of and much 
more still to accomplish.”

Hawkeye women's basketball 
also should've gotten a shot at 
an NCAA title. Iowa was primed 
to receive a top-four NCAA 
Tournament seed that would've 
enabled them to host two NCAA 
Tournament games at Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena.

Iowa finished the regular 
season with a 23-7 overall re-
cord, going 14-4 in conference 
play. Senior guard Kathleen 
Doyle won the Big Ten Wom-
en's Basketball Player of the 
Year award at the end of the 
regular season.

Unfortunately for Doyle and 
her Hawkeyes, the 87-66 blow-
out loss they suffered to Ohio 
State during the quarterfinal 
round of the Big Ten Tourna-
ment on March 6 will serve as 
their last game of the season.

“While we are tremendous-

ly disappointed, our prayers 
are with all those suffering 
from the coronavirus and for 
all those making decisions in 
how to best treat and contain 
the pandemic," Hawkeye head 
coach Lisa Bluder said in a 
statement. "Our players have 
worked so hard all season long 
to achieve success and earn the 
opportunity to play in the NCAA 
Tournament. It is a shocking 
and unprecedented way to end 
a season. I feel especially sad for 
our seniors that will not get the 

opportunity to wear the Iowa 
uniform again. They have given 
so much. However, we have no 
control over this and we trust 
that what is being done is in 
the best interest of not only our 
student-athletes, but for every 
citizen within our country and 
around the world.”

The  final game of the season 
for the men's basketball team 
came against Illinois on March 
8, where the Hawkeyes lost in 
heart-breaking fashion, 78-76. 
Big Ten Player of the Year Lu-
ka Garza's game-tying attempt 
was blocked by Big Ten Fresh-
man of the Year Kofi Cockburn 
as the game clock expired.

Luka Garza was one of the fa-
vorites to win the Naismith Na-
tional Player of the Year Award, 
guiding the Hawkeyes to a 20-11 
overall record. The winner of 

the award is supposed to be an-
nounced on April 5.

The depleted Iowa squad lost 
senior Jordan Bohannon and 
sophomore Jack Nunge to in-
juries early in 2019-20, but the 
Hawkeyes cinderella story nev-
er got a chance to get its feet off 
the ground.

Hawkeye track and field is 
one of many Iowa spring sports 
that have been disrupted. Se-
nior thrower Laulauga Tausaga 
had just been named Midwest 
Regional Female Field Athlete 
of the Year by the United States 
Track and Field and Cross 
Country Association.

Tausaga was among seven 
Hawkeyes set to compete at the 
NCAA Indoor Championships 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
this weekend.

"Our student-athletes and 

their coaches and families 
have every reason to be proud 
of what the accomplished this 
season," Iowa Director of Track 
and Field Joey Woody said in a 
statement. "The work they put 
in around the clock and calen-
dar led to unforgettable mem-
ories, and our performances 
will be forever represented in 
our Big Ten and school record 
books. We will miss the compe-
tition, but respect the decision 
of the NCAA and Big Ten Con-
ference. It is the right decision, 
and we extend our thoughts 
and prayers to those around 
the globe working diligently to 
care for everyone affected by 
COVID-19."

Iowa softball also seemed 
primed for a storybook season. 
The Hawkeyes' 17-5 start was 
their best since 2013. Iowa was 
just two wins away from match-
ing its 2019 win total.

Head coach Renee Gillispie 
will have to wait until 2021 to see 
if her Iowa softball reclamation 
project was a success.

At Duane Banks Field, Iowa 
baseball was also earning its fair 
share of achievements. Head 
coach Rick Heller won his 900th 
game on March 3. Iowa was 10-
5 overall on the season with one 
of the hottest offenses in base-
ball.

Many other Hawkeyes sports 
have been afflicted by the NCAA 
and Big Ten's decision. As the 
athletes try to come to grips 
with what has happened, so too 
will their dedicated fans.

Sports fans of all teams and 
leagues are reeling today as pro-
fessional organizations such as 
the NBA, MLB, NHL, and MLS 
have all suspended operations. 

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Fans leave the game after the men's basketball game against Western Carolina at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Dec. 
18, 2018.
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'We have no control over this and we trust that what is being 
done is in the best interest of not only our student-athletes, 

but for every citizen within our country and around the world.'

—Women's basketball head coach Lisa Bluder on the cancellation of the NCAA tournament 



BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu 

March 12, 2020 is a day sports 
fans will not soon forget.

The sports world seemed to 
stop spinning Thursday after-
noon as the NCAA announced 
that it would not conduct any of 
its postseason championships, 
including the NCAA Division I 
men's and women's basketball 
tournaments. The Big Ten Con-
ference then canceled its men's 
basketball tournament and the 
remainder of its 2020 winter 
and spring sporting events.

A statement from NCAA 
President Mark Emmert and 
the NCAA Board of Governors 
explained that the decision was 
based on the evolving threat of 

the novel coronavirus pandem-
ic. In addition, the NCAA's gov-
erning entities believed that it 
would be impractical to conduct 
any events that may contribute 
to the spread of COVID-19.

In its 80-year history, the 
NCAA Division I Men's Basket-
ball Tournament has never been 
canceled.

All NCAA sports will be af-
fected by the cancelation, in-
cluding the Division I Wrestling 
Tournament in Minneapolis. 
Other championships for sports 
such as baseball, softball, tennis, 
track, gymnastics, and golf will 
not be held in 2020.

The decision came in the 
wake of multiple athletic con-
ferences canceling postseason 
men's basketball tournaments, 

including the Big Ten, Atlantic 
Coast Conference, and South 
Eastern Conference.

“First and foremost, our 
prayers are with those who have 
been affected by the coronavi-
rus, as well as those responsible 
for the decisions that affect so 
many," Iowa men's basketball 
coach Fran McCaffery said. 
"Following the advice from 
global health professionals, the 
Big Ten made a very difficult, 
but correct decision."

Soon after the conferences 
and the NCAA announced post-
season tournaments cancel-
ations, a bevy of schools began 
canceling all athletic events for 
the remainder of the spring sea-
son. Duke and Kansas were two 
of the most notable schools to 

take action early on.
As individual schools began 

canceling their sporting events, 
entire conferences started to 
evaluate the viability of hosting 
any sporting events remaining 
on their athletic calendars.

The ACC was the first of the 
NCAA's Power 5 conferences to 
cancel all of its athletic events 
for the remainder of the spring.

At 3:18 p.m. Thursday, the Big 
Ten Conference followed suit 
and announced it would not 
hold any winter or spring sport-
ing events in 2020.

"All conference and non con-
ference competitions through 
the end of the academic year, 
including spring sports that 
compete beyond the academic 
year [are canceled]," the confer-

ence said in a statement.
The conference will enforce 

an additional moratorium on 
all on-and-off-campus recruit-
ing activities for the foreseeable 
future.

The conference will use 
the hiatus to  work with the 
appropriate medical experts 
and institutional leadership to 
determine next steps for mov-
ing forward in regard to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

"The main priority of the Big 
Ten Conference continues to be 
the health, safety and wellness 
of our student-athletes, coach-
es, administrators, fans and 
media as we continue to mon-
itor all developing and relevant 

information on the COVID-19 
virus," the conference said.

The Big Ten's decision to can-
cel all of its remaining winter 
and spring sporting events have 
far-reaching consequences on 
the University of Iowa Athletic 
Department.

“We fully support the actions 
being taken by the Big Ten Con-
ference and the NCAA, know-
ing that the health, safety, and 
wellness of our student-athletes 
and staff members is the top 
priority," UI D Athletics Direc-
tor Gary Barta said. "My heart 
aches for our student-athletes, 
coaches, and athletic staff as 
our spring sport seasons are cut 
short, especially for our seniors. 

Last night in my hotel bed in Indianapolis, I 
heard Dallas Mavericks owner Mark Cuban say 
something on ESPN that has stuck with me and 
will continue to stick with me throughout the 
spring.

“Sometimes, life is half-random.”
Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert had just tested 

positive for coronavirus, and the NBA suspend-
ed its season four minutes later. 

Then, Nebraska head coach Fred Hoiberg had 
left the Huskers’ game against Indiana in the 
Big Ten Tournament to go to the hospital with 
an illness that was later revealed to be Influenza 
A.

I didn’t know what would happen next. I fig-
ured those two events would be dominoes, but I 
never thought it would be to this extent.

Half-random is right.
Now, in the span of 24 hours, I’ve gone from 

covering Iowa basketball for two more weekends 

BY PETE RUDEN
pete-ruden@uiowa.edu 

INDIANAPOLIS — Big Ten 
commissioner Kevin War-
ren took to the podium on 
Wednesday about an hour af-
ter the Big Ten Men's Basket-
ball Tournament was canceled 
due to COVID-19 concerns.

Only in his third month 
as commissioner, Warren 
remained committed to his 
initial decision to cancel the 
tournament.

"I don't want to have any 
regrets," Warren said. "I want 
to make sure, as a conference, 

we do the right thing, because 
if something had gone awry 
here, I don't want to be in a 
position looking back saying, 
'If only we would have can-
celed this tournament.'

"I feel very good with the de-
cision we have made at the Big 
Ten Conference to cancel our 
man's basketball tournament."

Warren said that no one 
around the conference has 
tested positive for COVID-19 
or has been quarantined be-
cause of the virus.

Nebraska head coach Fred 
Hoiberg left the bench and 
was taken to a hospital af-

ter feeling ill on Wednesday 
night, but Husker Athletics 
announced that he was diag-
nosed with Influenza A.

The rest of the Nebraska 
team and coaches were held 
in the locker room in Bankers 
Life Fieldhouse after the game 
but were allowed to return 
to the hotel after a lengthy 
wait, according to Christo-
pher Heady of the Omaha 
World-Herald.

Warren said he does not 
know if Husker players and 
coaches have been tested for 
coronavirus.

On the court, Warren said 

he didn't have plans to crown 
a champion because the tour-
nament did not come to a con-
clusion.

The ACC awarded its trophy 
to regular-season champion 
and tournament No. 1 seed 
Florida State shortly after can-
celing its tournament.

The Big Ten had three teams 
tied at the top of the standings 
with a 14-6 record in confer-
ence play — Wisconsin, Mich-
igan State, and Maryland.

"When you think about it, 
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Staff/The Daily Iowan
In this triptych, Iowa’s Kathleen Doyle (left), Spencer Lee (center) and Luka Garza (right) are seen during their last games of the season in March. The Big Ten Conference announced on Thursday that spring tournaments and sporting 
events will be canceled due to coronavirus. 

Warren talks Big Ten Tourney
Big Ten commissioner Kevin Warren remained committed to the Big Ten’s decision to 
cancel its men’s basketball tournament when he took the podium on Thursday.

This wasn’t the way sports 
were supposed to end this 

year, but it was fun while it 
lasted.

SEE WARREN,  6 SEE END, 6

Chris Sweda/The Chicago Tribune
Big Ten commissioner Kevin Warren speaks about the cancellation of the men’s Big Ten basketball tournament at Bankers Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis on Thursday. 

An unexpected 
sports ending

FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2020

Sports shut down for spring
The NCAA and Big Ten Conference announced spring tournaments and sporting events will be canceled due to COVID-19 concerns.

PETE RUDEN
pete-ruden@uiowa.edu
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