
BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

The state Board of Regents has asked Iowa's 
three regent institutions to "move as quickly as 

possible towards the ability to deliver instruc-
tion virtually," Regent President Mike Richards 
said in a statement Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, higher-education institutions 
across the U.S. have moved to temporarily sus-

pend in-person instruction or send students 
home for the remainder of the spring semester 
amid rising numbers of confirmed COVID-19 
cases across the country.

Richards said students, faculty, and staff 

should prepare for this eventuality this week 
before spring break. The universities will re-
ceive specific information no later than 8 a.m. 

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

When he first joined Iowa’s medical marijuana program, 
61-year-old Navy veteran John Fenner tried to treat the nerve 
damage in his left leg with the most potent THC product he 
could obtain. But the product wasn’t effective, he said.

Iowa’s medical cannabidiol program, which began in 2017, al-

lows patients with certain conditions to be certified for medical 
products containing up to 3 percent THC—the main chemical in 
cannabis that causes the “high” and helps with some conditions 
like chronic pain.

Fenner took home the strongest product available from a dis-
pensary in Davenport, a $78 tincture bottle that was one part can-
nabidiol, or CBD, and 20 parts THC, but THC still made up only 3 
percent of the overall formula. He had to take so much of it to re-

lieve his pain, he said, that the bottle 
was empty in three days. 

“I figured I did it wrong,” he said. 
“I went back there and said, ‘Either this 

is the wrong stuff or I did it wrong,’ and 
they go, ‘No, this is the best stuff we have 

as far as that.’ ”
Many patients in Iowa who live with 

chronic pain face the same battle as Fenner, 
and a change in the regulation of how the 
system works could further limit access for 
patients.

Iowa’s Medical Cannabidiol Board 
recommends removing the 3 percent 
strength cap and instead setting a limit of 
4.5 grams of THC over 90 days. Set in April 
2019, the board’s proposal would allow 
stronger products to be sold in dispen-
saries but limit how much patients could 

buy.
The board’s recommendation comes from 

reviews of limited medical studies, said Owen 
Parker, project manager at the Office of Med-

ical Cannabidiol. He said he couldn’t point 
to any specific studies the board used to 

inform their decision, but stressed that 
there are few robust, randomized con-
trol trials regarding medical cannabis 
the board could review.

“They really defer to the med-
ical literature, and one of the things that again is missing 
is there's really no randomized control, those types of FDA 
caliber studies, around actual dosing,” he said. “So that's 
where that number comes from is what the literature cur-
rently says…And until there's evidence that shows that some 
of those higher dosages are indicated for these conditions, 
they're not likely to move.”
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Regent schools explore online classes due to COVID-19
University of Iowa instructors and students prepare for the “eventuality” of moving courses online amid COVID-19 spread.

BY RIN SWANN
corinne-swann@uiowa.edu

The number of presumptive novel corona-
virus cases in Johnson County reached 12 on 
Tuesday after all traveled on the same Egypt 
cruise, state health officials confirmed. 

A Tuesday press release from the gover-
nor announced five additional presumptive 
cases of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in the 
state, bringing the statewide total to 13. All 
five new cases are adults between the ages 
of 61 to 80.

Earlier Tuesday afternoon, Johnson Coun-
ty urged individuals to take basic precau-
tions at a press conference at the Joint Emer-
gency Communications Center regarding 
the COVID-19 cases. 

“The reason why we got everyone together 
here today is to reassure the public, instill a 
sense of calm, and instill a sense of the gen-
eral public-health measures that you use, or 
should be using every f lu season,” said Da-
vid Wilson, the Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security director for Johnson 
County, on Tuesday.

County COVID-19 cases total 12
State officials confirmed five new COVID-19 cases Tuesday after a 
Johnson County press conference on the outbreak. 

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
UIHC Chief Medical Officer Theresa Brennan speaks during a press con-
ference on Tuesday at the Joint Emergency Communications Center.SEE COUNTY, 2
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Iowa City Municipal Air-
port awarded two grants 
The Iowa City Municipal Airport 
has received two grants to help 
make improvements to runways 
and remove trees from its 
property, and is installing a flight 
simulator to allow pilots to train 
on days it may not be safe to go 
up in the air. 
NEWS, 6

Iowa baseball flies by 
Kansas
Iowa baseball used solid pitching 
and timely hitting to take down 
Kansas at Duane Banks Field on 
Tuesday. This was the first game 
in a two-game midweek series 
between the Hawkeyes and the 
Jayhawks.
SPORTS, 8

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

IOWA POLITICS

   CAPPING
  CANNABIS

As multiple bills move through the legislature to 
change Iowa's medical marijuana laws, patients 

are grappling with the effects of the program.

I N S I D E

Hawkeyes 
uncertain
COVID-19's implications 
for the UI campus remain 
uncertain, students say.

BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

Mackenzie Little says she fears she will be 
forced to move out of her Rienow Hall room and 
be unable to continue working her dining-hall 
job amid rising concerns over the spread of 
COVID-19 in the U.S. 

The University of Iowa freshman, who’s on the 
pre-med track, said she hasn’t heard what a cam-
pus shutdown to mitigate the spread of coronavi-
rus would mean for her job.

“I hope to soon, because it's a pretty substan-
tial part of my income, so I kind of need that,” 
she said. She added that her earnings from this 
job will affect much money she has for next year, 
and how much she would need to work over the 
summer.

SEE STUDENTS, 2

FOLLOWING THE OUTBREAK
A series dissecting coronavirus' impact on Iowa City.
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Hayden Froehlich/The Daily Iowan
Volunteer Anh Diep takes inventory in Ten Thousand Villages on Tuesday. The nonprofit store purchases crafts and gifts from makers around the 
world. “We’re a completely fair trade organization,” said Executive Director Cassidy Bell. “We’re very proud of that.” 

CONSCIOUS WARES

Also in attendance were 
members of Johnson Coun-
ty Public Health, Emergen-
cy Management, University 
of Iowa Healthcare, Mercy 
Hospital Iowa City, and the 
Johnson County Sheriff 's 
Office, among other com-
munity leaders.

Health officials discussed 
basic procedures for avoid-
ing the spread of novel coro-
navirus, such as handwash-
ing, staying home when sick, 
covering coughs, and limit-
ing contact with the face as 

prevention tactics. 
Currently, all confirmed 

cases of the virus in Iowa are 
presumptive, meaning they 
are assumed to be positive 
until confirmed by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Health officials 
at the press conference said 
they didn't know how long 
it would take for the CDC to 
confirm a coronavirus case. 

Dave Koch, director of John-
son County Public Health, 
described the individuals 
currently undergoing self-iso-
lation, self-monitoring, or vol-
untary home confinement, as 
extremely cooperative. 

Those in self-monitoring 
text or call twice a day to dis-

ease-prevention specialists 
for 14 days, Koch said.

“At that time, they’re not 
100 percent restricted to 
their homes,” Koch said. 
“They show no symptoms. 
They can go outside for a 
walk; they can do those 
types of things. They are not 
to go on mass transit or air-
planes, or anywhere where it 
is heavily congested.”

While affected individu-
als were out in the commu-
nity before being confirmed 
as presumptive positives for 
COVID-19, Koch emphasized 
that risk of its spread is ex-
tremely low because they 
were not actively contagious 
without symptoms.

“For the general public 
who are unlikely to be ex-
posed to the virus at this 
time, the immediate health 
risk of COVID-19 is low,” 
Koch said. 

At this time, there are no 
cases of community spread 
in Iowa or a case where 
the patient had not just re-
turned from travel outside 
of the U.S. or come into close 
contact with someone with 
the coronavirus.

Koch stressed that if 
someone suspects they may 
have COVID-19 or fit the 
criteria for it, that they call 
ahead to the doctor prior to 
going to work. 

UI Health Care Chief 

Medical Officer Theresa 
Brennan agreed.

“If you feel that you have 
an obvious infection or an in-
f luenza-like illness, it is very 
important that you call your 
health-care provider before 
showing up,” Brennan said. 
“That allows us to direct you 
to the appropriate place for 
the best treatment.”

Margaret Reese, presi-
dent of the Mercy Hospital 
Foundation and director of 
communications at Mer-
cy, emphasized that Mercy 
Hospital has been preparing 
for several months for the 
COVID-19 situation and is 
following protocols and pol-
icies, accordingly.

“The information that 
was provided by the De-
partment of Public Health 
suggests that they were all 
travel-related cases … Mercy 
Iowa City is prepared for the 
possibility for widespread 
transmission in our com-
munities in southeast Iowa,” 
Reese said.

She also encouraged the 
public to look to the John-
son County Department of 
Public Health for additional 
information. 

“Everyone can do their 
part to help respond to this 
emerging public health 
threat,” Koch said. “Every-
day prevention methods are 
very important.”

COUNTY
FROM FRONT

Thursday.
The number of presump-

tive novel coronavirus cases 
in Johnson County reached 
12 after affected individuals 
traveled on the same Egypt 
cruise, state health officials 
confirmed Tuesday. There are 
13 presumptive positive cases 
in Iowa.

Confirmatory testing from 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention is pending.

The regents will also extend 
the international travel ban 
by seven days after evaluating 
circumstances each Monday, 
effective March 9, Richards 
said. The travel ban initially 
took effect March 5 and applies 
to university-sponsored inter-
national travel for students, 
faculty, and staff.

"Providing this continuous 
30-day window, until condi-
tions improve, will allow fac-
ulty, staff and students to plan 
accordingly," he said.

University-sponsored do-
mestic travel remains an insti-
tutional decision at this time, 
Richards said, but the regents 
will continue to evaluate daily. 
Its current recommendation is 
to avoid areas with high num-
bers of identified COVID-19 

cases.
Colleges have shown signs 

the universities have been 
planning to move toward 
online instruction in recent 
weeks, prompting instructors 
to quickly prepare backup 
plans for teaching their cours-
es.

A March 2 email sent to 
Tippie College of Business 
students advised instructors 
to prepare tools such as Zoom 
and OneDrive software to 
conduct classes remotely in 
case of a widespread corona-
virus outbreak in Iowa.

In the days since Iowa Gov. 
Kim Reynolds announced the 
first three presumptive positive 
cases of coronavirus in Iowa 
on Sunday, UI students have 
shared instructors have can-
celed in-person instruction on 
their own or have said they are 
preparing to teach online for 
several weeks — if not the re-
mainder of the semester.

But the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences are dissuad-
ing professors from developing 
plans that part from the depart-
ment.

A memo sent before noon 
Tuesday to College of Liber-
al Arts and Sciences depart-
mental executive officers and 
administrators said, “Depart-
ments and instructors may 
not make unit- or individu-
al-level plans regarding teach-

ing activities that differ from 
UI guidance without express 
approval from the Dean’s Of-
fice.”

The memo said the college 
has asked department heads 
to work with instructors to 
categorize courses by whether 
they cannot be converted to 
online format, such as studio 
art courses; can be converted 
to online format with some 
difficulty; can be converted to 
online format easily; or are al-
ready in an online format.

The college will work with 
instructors, department 
heads, and the Provost’s Of-
fice to develop individualized 
plans for courses in the first 
category and to assess the ef-
fect on students’ progress to-
ward graduation, the memo 
said. The Provost’s Office and 
liberal-arts school will work 
together to determine the 
UI’s technological capability 
to move courses in the second 
and third categories online.

Additionally, the memo 
said Information Technology 
Services is finalizing a plan 
to accommodate employees’ 
working from home if need-
ed. The memo did not speci-
fy which employees the plan 
would cover.

Previously asked about the 
possibility of moving cours-
es online, university officials 
have said they’re following 

the campus’ critical-incident 
management plan to cooper-
ate with public entities that 
manage disaster control to 
continuously plan and mini-
mize risk from such incidents. 
The UI has not released a new 
message to campus since af-
ter Sunday’s announcement 
of COVID-19 cases identified 
in Iowa.

UI Ph.D. candidate Paul 
Schmitt, who is a graduate 
instructor for one 24-person 
section of a general-educa-
tion literature course, said 
there are conversations in 
academia about the implica-
tions of shifting away from 
face-to-face instruction for 
students who lack easy access 
to technology or rely on cam-
pus technology.

Schmitt surveyed students 
to gauge their ability to ac-
cess technology from home 
and understand the personal 
effects on their learning. He 
said from what he’s seen on-
line and around the UI, some 
students do not have home 
WiFi or internet access or a 
robust data plan for their mo-
bile devices.

“There are a lot of barriers 
that could exist for students 
coming from all sorts of dif-
ferent backgrounds, espe-
cially backgrounds that are 
economically disadvantaged 
… so I really just want to make 

sure that I knew what my 
students had access to before 
I made any decisions about 
how I would run class online,” 
Schmitt said.

As a graduate instructor, 
Schmitt said there are con-
cerns with changing courses 
to an online format that he, 
and particularly his colleagues 
teaching multiple courses, or 
those working on a contract 
basis, may work more than 
their contracts stipulate with 
the added labor of redesign-
ing a face-to-face course for 
an online format.

“I think students recognize 
the benefits of the classroom 
experience and the face-to-
face experience,” Schmitt 
said. “And as an instructor, 
I guess, recognizing that to 
type out comprehensive in-
structions and form really 
coherent and workable online 
lesson plans, it takes a lot of 
time.”

Gender, Women’s, and 
Sexuality Studies Department 
Chair Leslie Schwalm wrote 
in an email to faculty within 
her department that many 
faculty members do not know 
how to use the UI’s existing 
course-management software 
and “it is moments like this 
when that disparity becomes 
really fraught.” 

Overall, she shared tips to 
faculty on quickly preparing 

to deliver instruction online, 
emphasizing the need to pri-
oritize information shared 
with students instead of 
trying to recreate the class-
room experience in a dis-
tance-learning model within 
a few days.

“... Be kind to yourselves — 
no one expects you to be or 
become a digital superhero 
overnight,” Schwalm wrote.

UI freshman Quincy Vo-
gel, who studies biology and 
pre-medicine, said she has 
never taken a class taught ex-
clusively online and worried 
about its effectiveness as an 
instructional method. She’s 
currently taking Principles of 
Chemistry and said there are 
frequent labs required, add-
ing that it’s “the fun part of 
having to do chemistry.”

“You can’t do a lab outside 
of a laboratory environment,” 
she said. “... So, other than 
that, the courses that I'm tak-
ing, we don't really need to be 
in person, but labs and things, 
you can't really give us an ex-
perience in an online course.”

Vogel said she would value 
her education the same, but 
moving to an online format 
may be less motivating and 
less all-encompassing. 

“I paid to be at a university 
to get taught from actual in-
structors and have the in-class 
experience,” she said.

REGENTS
FROM FRONT

Little and other Hawkeyes 
say they are concerned about 
the possibility of courses mov-
ing online for a long period of 
time this semester as U.S. high-
er-education institutions have 
suspended in-person course 
instruction for time periods 
ranging from several weeks to 
the remainder of the semester. 

The state Board of Regents 
announced Tuesday that it in-
structed Iowa’s three public 
universities to prepare for the 
“eventuality” of online instruc-
tion for a currently undeter-
mined time period. 

Peer institutions vary in 
how they’ve responded to the 
rising coronavirus concerns, 
with Ohio State University sus-
pending in-person classes un-
til March 30 and University of 

California - Los Angeles moving 
instruction online “wherever 
possible” through April 10. Oth-
ers have currently only restrict-
ed university-sponsored travel 
in accordance with Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion guidelines to mitigate the 
spread of the virus that origi-
nated in Wuhan, China.

UI freshman Quincy Vogel, 
from Chanute, Kansas, said 
she’s nervous about having to 
move out of her room inside 
Burge Hall on short notice. 

“For me personally to be out 
and stay out, I would be totally 
screwed,” she said. “Both of my 
parents are traveling right now, 
so I wouldn't be able to do it and 
I live eight hours away, so it's not 
just like a couple trips that are a 
couple hours away.”

Questions such as accom-
modations for those moving 
out with little notice, partic-
ularly for out-of-state and in-
ternational students, and the 

logistics of potentially packing 
up and moving out linger for 
Hawkeyes. There is also specu-
lation over whether money paid 
to University Housing & Dining 
would be partially reimbursed 
should students be forced to 
move out halfway through the 
spring semester.

The university in its most 
recent update on Sunday said 
its operations were not “imme-
diately affected” because of the 
coronavirus.

“We don't want to pay for 
something that we're not us-
ing,” Vogel said, “but we also un-
derstand that there's staff, other 
people that are counting on that 
money, but it would really suck 
if they didn't get paid because 
we couldn't come back.”

Other Iowa City residents 
who went beyond Iowa’s bor-
ders for college are dealing with 
their campuses shutting down. 

Iowa City West High grad-
uate Nina Elkadi, a Harvard 

University sophomore, said she 
took this semester off to work 
for U.S. Senator from Massa-
chusetts Elizabeth Warren’s 
2020 presidential campaign 
through the Feb. 3 Iowa caucus-
es. Harvard instructed students 
to vacate campus by Sunday 
and not return after spring 
break because of the outbreak.

Elkadi’s not currently on the 
Harvard campus, but she said 
there are uncertainties sur-
rounding paying for a full term 
of tuition when the format of 
instruction provided is not the 
in-person model students ex-
pected. 

She said her senior friends 
canceled their spring-break 
plans with her because of the 
sudden news that they would 
need to pack up and leave cam-
pus and part ways with their 
friends for the last time. 

Ultimately, Elkadi said she’s 
worried for students every-
where who count on their uni-

versities for support and the 
means to live.

“If a university is going to 
cancel classes and not provide 
housing for all the students, it 
needs to provide support for 
students who are first-gener-
ation, low income, who may 
not be able to just book a $500 
f light home and just go live 
with their parents,” she said. 
“I think this assumption ... 

that any student can just go 
home and start taking classes 
on a reliable WiFi network in 
a quiet space with food and 
support from their family is 
kind of ridiculous.”

STUDENTS
FROM FRONT

Go to dailyiowan.com 
to see an interactive 
map showing how 
UI peer schools are 
responding to COVID-19.
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The American Talent Initiative released its second annual impact report from its top Pell-eligible producing institutions 
including the University of Iowa. The report highlights the initiative's progression toward its 2025 goal. 

BY RILEY DAVIS
riley-davis@uiowa.edu

Two years after the Univer-
sity of Iowa joined the Amer-
ican Talent Initiative, a new 
report reveals that it is one 
of the top-producing insti-
tutions in the program and 
is continuously working to 
expand access and opportu-
nities for lower-income stu-
dents on campus. 

According to the American 
Talent Inititative’s second an-
nual impact report, the UI has 
increased the program’s Pell 
growth by 383 students since 
the 2018-2019 academic year 
— bringing its Pell share to 20 
percent. 

Currently, the report states 
that 20,696 students have 
been enrolled by American 
Talent Initiative institutions, 
making up 40 percent of the 
program’s overarching goal 
to enroll 50,000 Pell-eligible 
students by 2025. 

UI Provost Montserrat 
Fuentes said that by partici-
pating in the American Talent 
Initiative, the UI is demon-
strating its commitment to 
diversity and inclusion. 

“We are an institution [that 
is] concerned that students 
from low-income families are 
less likely to graduate from 
college than are students 
from high income families,” 
Fuentes said. “As institutions, 
we need to make sure that 

every talented and motivated 
student [has] the opportuni-
ty to achieve their potential 
regardless of socioeconomic 
status.”

Manager of Strategic Pro-
grams for the Office of the 
Provost Sarah Hansen said 
the university built a team to 
better support students who 
have “high ability” but signifi-
cant financial needs that may 
impact their success at the 
UI, after joining the initiative 
in 2018. 

Ensuring student success 
is a priority, Hansen said, 
while also aiming to contin-
ue growth and support for all 
while focusing on lower-in-
come and Pell-eligible stu-
dents. 

“Part of what we’re doing 
is educating future leaders of 
the world and future citizens, 
and we have abundant evi-
dence that the more diverse 
a team is, in any setting, the 
better it functions  —you get 
a variety of ideas and a vari-
ety of viewpoints,” Hansen 
said. “So the more that we 
can have a diverse commu-
nity here at [the UI] — every-
one benefits from that. You 
would hate to see a student 
who could be the next future 
leader of any particular area 
miss that opportunity simply 
because they can't afford to 
be here and to access the full 
range of opportunities that 
are available.”

UI Academic Support and 
Retention Director Mirra An-
son said that ongoing efforts 
to support students can be 
put into three categories. 

The first component, she 

said, looks at student-experi-
ence data to see what students 
may need and how the univer-
sity can respond accordingly. 
The second is an expansion of 
retention grants from the Of-

fice of Student Financial Aid, 
such as the Hawkeye Comple-
tion Grant, Anson said. 

The last component is 
a pilot program that the 
American Talent Initiative 
created, which targets 25 
first-year students to help 
them navigate the universi-
ty, she said, and builds stu-
dent connections with cam-
pus employers, mentors, 
peers, and civic engagement 
and leadership. 

Anson said the UI’s work 
with the American Talent Ini-

tiative is ongoing and some-
thing that will continue to 
evolve to better support their 
students. 

“There is really no better 
vehicle for social mobility and 
economic progress than high-
er education,” she said. “And 
so, I think that it’s the Univer-
sity of Iowa’s inherent mis-
sion to be part of that and to 
be a part of a larger network 
of higher education [like the 
American Talent Initiative] 
— that’s what we should be 
doing.”

 Talent report reveals 2025 goal progress

Jake Maish/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa Provost Montserrat Fuentes poses for a portrait in her office in Jessup Hall on March 2. 

'As institutions, we need to make sure that every talented and motivated student 
[has] the opportunity to achieve their potential regardless of socioeconomic 
status.'

—University of Iowa Provost Montserrat Fuentes on the UI's participation in the American Talent Initiative

http://www.carvertrust.org/scholarships
http://www.hawkshop.com/techconnection
http://www.theatre.uiowa.edu
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It seems likely that the Uni-
versity of Iowa will shift to on-
line-only classes for some length 
of time. Gov. Kim Reynolds con-
firmed Tuesday that Iowa has 13 
presumptive positive cases of the 
coronavirus, and broad prepara-
tions are being made statewide 
to combat the spread of infec-
tion.

The state Board of Regents 
responded with a statement 
asking all three regent schools to 
move quickly toward delivering 
instruction virtually.

As of press time, the UI has 
not shared any official state-
ment or agenda regarding how 
campus will decide to proceed. 
Though an announcement is 
expected by Thursday morning, 
the absence of a response has al-
ready caused confusion among 
the student body.

The Daily Iowan Editorial 
Board calls for more decisive 
action from the UI administra-
tion for its plan for dealing with 
COVID-19 on campus.

While certainly there is a need 
to minimize panic, the UI’s si-
lence since Sunday as U.S. high-
er-education institutions shut 
down has left students trying to 
fill in the blanks themselves. 

A number of professors have 
reacted by individually shifting 
their classes to online format. 
Several on-campus students are 
now concerned about what this 
will mean for their housing sta-
tus. There are thousands of lives 
in limbo because of the uncer-
tainty the virus is creating. 

The potential ramifications 
of a university shutdown extend 
beyond the academic communi-
ty. Many students pay their rent 
with earnings from on-campus 
jobs. The Iowa City economy it-
self is heavily dependent upon a 
vibrant campus.  

Clear direction from those in 
charge would go a long way in 
helping ease tension. The City of 
Iowa City has already released its 
public-health strategy. 

A statement from university 
officials, even simply acknowl-
edging the continued uncertain-
ty, would be reassuring to those 

affected by a potential shutdown. 
The number of Iowa coronavirus 
cases are likely to increase, so the 
UI student body needs a plan. 

The UI could take simple steps 
like Iowa State University did, 
with President Wendy Winter-
steen emailing students Tuesday 
to inform them of the regents’ 
guidance. Small steps go a long 
way amid such uncertainty.

All UI courses potentially be-
coming online on relatively short 
notice will have several complex 
impacts for students. 

If classes are to be online, the 
question of whether all students 
can access the technology and 
internet necessary to complete 
assignments must be addressed. 
What’s supposed to happen with 
chemistry labs and dance class-
es? Enrollees need to know how 
to prepare.

If students will be encouraged 
to stay away from campus, UI 
employees still need the income 
to afford rent, groceries, and 
hygienic needs. This includes 
instructors, bus drivers, custodi-
ans, among many others.

The UI also needs to acknowl-

edge whether or not a shift from 
on-campus to online classes 
would change housing arrange-
ments for students in residence 
halls. Given the public-health 
concern, knowing whether or 
not Student Health and Wellness 
on-campus locations will remain 
open is essential. Many students 
also rely on UI health-insurance 
coverage.

The timing of this needed 
statement is all the more im-
perative, as spring break is only 
days away. For those heading 
home — especially out of state 
— information about the future 
is needed as soon as possible, 
not the day before classes take a 
week off.

Students must know what to 
expect in the remaining weeks of 
the semester before they travel. If 
students plan to stay on-campus 
for the break, this information is 
just as crucial for them.

Some Iowa higher-education 
institutions, such as Grinnell 
College, have even gone to the 
lengths of requiring students to 
leave campus altogether. It also 
decided its coronavirus response 

would conducting the remain-
der of the semester online.

This is not realistic for the UI. 
It would be unfair to the students 
who paid for a full semester of 
on-campus courses. Even if a 
partial refund was attainable, the 
logisitics of monving thousands 
of students out of residence halls 
seems daunting amid a health 
crisis.

There are over 30,000 stu-
dents at the UI. Thirty percent 
of them are not from Iowa. Four 
thousand of them are interna-
tional students from dozens 
of different countries. Making 

international students go home 
may be impossible in some cases 
because of travel restrictions. If 
the UI decides to follow Grinnell, 
this would potentially displace 
many. 

Potentially forcing students 
to become off-campus is not af-
fordable for many, both academ-
ically as well as financially.

Of course, we don’t know if 
the UI plans to support student 
in any of these regards — and 
that’s the issue.

Until students currently have 
official information from the UI, 
we don’t have a plan.
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BY HANNAH PINKSI
hannah-pinksi@uiowa.edu

When you hear “gun vio-
lence,” what are the first things 
that come to mind? 

Sandy Hook, Stoneman 
Douglas, Las Vegas? I’m sure 
if it wasn’t one of those events 
I mentioned, it was probably 
another mass shooting that 
occurred within the past few 
years. 

However, the reality is that 
gun violence is an issue prev-
alent every day in America, 
even though most of us are 
unaware about a shooting 
most days. When gun violence 
is recognized, it’s as a trendy 
topic and not a chronic socie-
tal issue; addressing gun vio-
lence is important for a week 
after a mass shooting and then 
disappears from social-media 
feeds and news articles.

We need to be more vigor-
ous in our acknowledgement 
and response to the gun prob-
lem in America.

It’s easy to imagine gun vi-
olence as being largely about 
mass shootings. After all, those 
are the most heavily covered by 
media outlets. However, data 
collected by the Gun Violence 
Archive suggest this perception 
is far from reality. 

So far in 2020, more than 
7,400 Americans have died 
from guns — 62.4 percent 
from suicide,   and nearly 
37.6 percent from homicide, 
murder, or unintentional ac-
cidents. Mass shootings only 
account for 0.007 percent of 
deaths, or 55 so far this year.

Why don’t more people 
know this? It’s because the 
majority of gun violence that’s 
reported in the media is when 
it’s mass shootings. Individual 
suicides and murders aren’t 
normally national news sto-

ries, which skews our percep-
tion about the topic.

Another reason why the 
issue isn’t getting solved is 
because many citizens don’t 
know that gun laws are regu-
lated by the state rather than 
the federal level. 

For example, five states such 
as Illinois and New York gen-
erally ban open carry in public 
places while 31 states such as 
Texas allow it even without 
having a license or permit. A 
second law that varies from 
state to state is the minimum 
age to purchase a gun. In states 
such as Virginia and South 
Carolina, the minimum age to 
purchase a handgun is 18 while 
Iowa and Connecticut resi-
dents must wait until age 21.

When there is a public in-
terest in gun control, Ameri-
can citizens demand that the 
federal government needs to 
enact and enforce stricter laws 
such as universal background 
checks, raising the minimum 
age, and banning military-style 
assault rifles. However, prob-
lems that occur aren’t just in 
the lack of enforcement and 
laws themselves, but also the 
inconsistency of laws between 
states. 

If America ever wants to see 
an improvement in this issue, 
the federal government has 
to gain more control over gun 
regulation and form consis-
tency across the nation.

With the media disillusion-
ing the reality of gun violence 
and the lack of knowledge be-
hind the laws that are already 
in place, it’s no wonder the 
issue hasn’t improved even in 
the last decade.

If Americans don’t begin 
to educate themselves and 
become aware of the reality 
behind the issue, this problem 
will never be solved.

‘The Bachelor’ franchise allows 
sexism to grow more in media

There hasn’t been a major mass shooting 
in the news, but thousands die from gun 
violence without lots of media attention.
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EDITORIAL

Clearer communication needed on the coronavirus

Gendered double standards 
can work in reverse.

With the presence of the 
#MeToo movement, women’s 
voices are being heard in pro-
found ways. However, in this 
process, other interests can 
go ignored. Men who wish to 
abstain from sex are being left 
behind and the television me-
dia is a big culprit.

The Bachelor franchise is one 
of the leading shows that sup-
port the presence of sexism.

As in wider culture, women 
and men are held to different 
standards while they are con-
testants on the shows. What 
is acceptable for women is not 
seen as acceptable for men, 
both in actions and beliefs.

The last season of The Bach-
elorette had a contestant that 
was obliterated for his Chris-
tian beliefs. Contestant Luke 
Parker expressed how he felt 
about sex with Bachelorette 
Hannah Brown.

Parker said he wouldn’t feel 
comfortable with her sleeping 
with the other men and if she 
did, he would need to take 
himself out of the show.

In the episode, Brown goes 
off. She told him that he can’t 
tell her what she can or can’t 
do and that it’s disgusting for 
him to even express such ex-
pectations. Following her lead, 
the media criticized Parker for 
trying to give the Bachelorette 
a demanding ultimatum.

The succeeding The Bach-
elor season with Peter We-
ber had a similar contestant. 
Madison Prewett shared her 
Christian faith with Weber 
and expressed that she is 

saving herself for marriage. 
Similar to Parker, she said 
if the Bachelor were to sleep 
with any of the other girls, 
she would need to step down 
from the show.

In the media, Prewett has 
been praised for standing up 
for what she believes in and 
holding herself accountable to 
her own standards. Where was 
this support for Parker during 
the season of The Bachelorette?

If women are getting en-
couragement for religiously 
abstaining from sex, then 
men deserve the same treat-
ment. Men have the right to 
decide to wait until marriage 

and expect that from a part-
ner just as much as a woman 
does.

The sexism shown in The 
Bachelor teaches viewers how 
men and women are held to 
different sexual standards.

This is harmful because it is 
teaching that women should 
have a choice over their bod-
ies and expectations for their 
partners, but men should not. 
It teaches that the beliefs of 

men regarding sex and reli-
gion should come second to 
how it may make a woman 
feel.

It is not imposing for men 
to express the same desires as 
women to wait until marriage.

It’s been obvious since the 
creation of the show that pro-
ducers manipulate what hap-
pens and how the story is told. 
It would be ignorant to blame 
only the media for the unequal 
treatment of men and wom-
en. It is the way the producers 
form the show that drives the 
media’s perspective.

Everyone deserves the 
choice of when and with 
whom they are ready for 
physical intimacy. The media 
representation of Prewett 
and Parker is unequal and 
promotes sexism that taints 
how viewers think about re-
ligion and sex. This double 
standard cannot stand.

COLUMN

Out of the spotlight, 
gun violence persists

Societal standards that are supported for women are criticized for men. The cultural 
response to the dating shows reveals how gender often impacts sexual expectations.

The University of Iowa needs to do more to address the complications with public-
health responses to COVID-19. Students and faculty need a plan.

‘It teaches that the beliefs of men regarding 
sex and religion should come second to how it may 
make a woman feel.’

ABC Photo/TNS
Hannah Brown, right, with Bachelorette host Chris Harrison, celebrates before the current season began airing.

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
The Old Capitol is seen on Nov. 20, 2019.

ANGELA STANSBERY
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In the last two meetings 
of the board in November 
and February, four patients, 
including Fenner, attend-
ed to advocate for a higher 
purchase limit during public 
comment periods, according 
to minutes from the meet-
ings.

Fenner has dealt with 
chronic pain since he was in-
jured in 2012 while working 
at a company called InSin-
kErator in Racine, Wiscon-
sin. The injury left him with 
four herniated disks in his 
neck and permanent nerve 
damage in his left leg. 

On his first visit to a dis-
pensary in Iowa, Fenner 

was convinced he was in the 
wrong place. 

“I could not believe what 
was there, that had to be a 
fake store,” he said. 

The Ottumwa resident 
had been to two doctors at-
tempting to get certified for 
Iowa’s medical cannabidiol 
program after a first doctor 
denied him because he didn’t 
believe in medical marijua-
na, Fenner said.

Having visited medical 
dispensaries in Florida and 
Illinois, Fenner said those 
locations were stocked with 
cannabis flower, gummies, 
oils, vapes, and creams of 
varying strengths. He was 
expecting something similar 
in Iowa, but instead found a 
limited range of products at 
doses too low to be effective. 

Dispensaries in Iowa sell 
capsules, tinctures, topical 
creams, and vapor products 
produced by MedPharm Iowa. 
The vapor products are avail-
able for the lowest-THC for-
mula only.

From 2012 to 2017, Fenner 
was prescribed opioids to 
manage his pain, but even 
with the medication, his 
leg was barely usable and 
he needed a walker to get 
around. He went off opioids 
in 2017, in part because he 
didn’t like their effects on his 
mental state, which left him 
feeling groggy.

“I told my doctor, ‘Rhey’re 
not working for me. Keep 
them, I’m done,’” he said. 
“‘I’m tired of people looking 
at me like I’m a doper, I’m 
going to face the fact that I’m 
going to have to live in pain.’”

Instead, Fenner had a spi-
nal pump inserted that used 
Prialt, a cone-snail venom 
that paralyzes the damaged 
nerves and allows him to 
use his leg, but a significant 
amount of pain remained. 

So, Fenner turned to using 
marijuana illegally to man-
age the pain. Not wanting 
to continue breaking the law 
but desperate for a solution 
to his pain, Fenner joined 
Iowa’s medical program in 
October 2019. He was dis-
appointed with the options 
available to him at dispensa-
ries. 

Chronic pain is the most 
common condition of people 
on Iowa’s medical program. 
But for people like Fenner 
with severe pain, the low 

potency of Iowa’s medical 
cannabis products is some-
times not enough, said Mary 
Clifton, a New York City-
based doctor who conducts 
telemedicine for patients in 
Iowa.

“In a lot of cases when 
you’re dealing with pain, you 
don’t really need a lot of THC 
unless you’re dealing with 
really extreme levels of pain, 
in which case I would like to 
have a few higher-level THC 
products available,” she said.

After making a few more 
visits to dispensaries in Dav-
enport and Des Moines, Fen-
ner stopped going, saying 
there was no sense in spend-
ing $78, with no insurance 
coverage, on a product that 
wasn’t effective. 

A presentation by Parker 
at the Iowa Medical Canna-
bidiol Board’s Feb. 14 meet-

ing showed that 68 percent 
of patients in the program 
hadn’t renewed their regis-
tration cards after expiring. 

Fenner said he has tran-
sitioned to vaping products, 
which he obtained in Illinois, 
with a higher concentration 
of THC than what’s available 
to him inside the boundaries 
of Iowa’s medical program.

“I don't want to do any-
thing illegal,” he said. “... I 
try to follow the rules. I try to 
do everything the way you’re 
supposed to. But that’s what 
I told that board, ‘You’re 
forcing my hand. I’m not 
going back to opioids, your 
stuff doesn’t work, you're not 
giving me much choice.’”

The Medical Cannabidiol 
Board

Iowa’s Medical Cannabi-
diol Board, a panel of health-
care professionals and 
law-enforcement officials 
appointed by Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds, makes recommenda-
tions for how the medicinal 
marijuana program is run 
and which conditions are ac-

cepted for treatment. 
The board’s recommen-

dation includes provisions 
allowing doctors to waive the 
4.5-gram purchasing cap if 
they determine that the limit 
is too low, and it allows the 
limit to be waived for termi-
nally ill patients. 

Last year, Reynolds ve-
toed a bill passed by state 
lawmakers that would have 
set a purchasing limit at 25 
grams over 90 days, saying 
she wanted to follow the 
board’s recommendation of 
4.5 grams.

According to Parker’s pre-
sentation, 132 patients in 
the program have purchased 
more than 4.5 grams over 90 
days, with 96 percent of them 
using it for untreatable pain. 
The average THC purchased 
among those patients was 8.1 
grams. 

Fenner said he’d like to 
see the board populated with 
more diverse voices. The ju-
nior vice commander of the 
Disabled American Veterans 
chapter in Iowa, he said he’s 
concerned that there isn’t 
representation for veterans, 
especially considering the 
high number of veterans who 
deal with PTSD. 

The Medical Cannabidiol 
Board recommended in No-
vember 2019 that PTSD be 
added to the list of qualify-
ing conditions, but that deci-
sion was denied by the Iowa 
Board of Medicine.

“They’re making all kinds 
of decisions. No one’s rep-
resenting our side,” Fenner 
said. “They’re making these 
board meetings and no-
body’s there.”

State lawmakers divided 
on how to advance

Two bills in the Iowa Leg-
islature would make changes 
to Iowa’s medical program, 
with major differences in 
their approach. Both bills 
would remove the 3-percent 

strength cap and instead set 
a limit on how much THC 
can be purchased over time.

A House bill follows the 
board’s recommendation 
and sets the limit at 4.5 
grams of THC over 90 days. 
In the Senate, the bill would 
set the purchasing limit at 25 
grams over 90 days, similar 

to the legislation passed last 
year. 

Rep. Jarad Klein, R-Keota, 
who introduced the House 
bill, couldn’t be reached for 
comment.

Sen. Joe Bolkcom, D-Iowa 
City, said he doesn’t think the 
House’s bill will pass in the 
Senate, where both Democrats 
and Republicans introduced 
bills at the 25-gram limit.

“It’s two steps backward,” 
Bolkcom said. “It will reduce 
the THC and the medicine 
that’s currently available to 
patients. It will force more 
Iowans to travel to Illinois to 
break the law to get the med-
ical care they need. It’s not 
worth passing.”

However, Senate Major-
ity Leader Jack Whitver, 
R-Ankeny, said he was open 
to compromising with the 
House on a bill, saying he 
would follow Reynolds’ lead 
for the decision. Reynolds 
said Feb. 21 she was com-
fortable with legislation that 
followed the board’s recom-
mendation.

“I'm committed to trying 
to get a bill passed to expand 

our program, committed to 
working with the governor 
to find a level that she seems 
comfortable with,” Whitver 
said. 

Rep. Wes Breckenridge, 
D-Newton, who was on the 
subcommittee for the House 
bill, said he’d like to see the 
legislature find a compro-
mise at a higher purchase 
limit. 

“My hope is that we can 
have conversations with the 
House majority and see if 
we can’t come to a compro-
mise between the Senate bill 
and the House bill,” he said. 
“We may not all get what we 
want, but we’ll get closer to 
what was passed in a biparti-
san fashion, something that 
would be effective for those 
suffering.”

Doctors navigate medi-
cal marijuana program

Clifton, the doctor who 
does telemedicine in Iowa, 
also works in other states 
and said Iowa’s program is 
easy to navigate.

“I think Iowa is just a great 
state,” she said. “I’m excited 
to be able to do cards there. 
The card process is simple 
and straightforward and 
there’s not any excessive bur-
den to the person getting the 
card or to the person filling 
out the paperwork.”

To certify a patient for the 
program, a doctor fills out a 
form that certifies they have 
a condition that makes them 
eligible for the program, and 
the patient then submits that 
form to the Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Health.

Sayed Shah, who practic-
es integrative medicine in 
Davenport, said most of his 
patients have seen improve-
ments after being certified 
for the program.

“Many of them have been 
able to decrease, some of 
them have even been able 
to stop, many of their other 
strong medications like opi-
oids,” he said.

Shah said almost all his pa-
tients were able to decrease 
whatever medication they 
were taking before, and he 
estimated that 25 to 30 per-
cent of his patients were able 
to go completely off opioids. 
Still, for some, he said the 
THC strength was too low. 

The biggest problem Shah 
said he saw in the program 
is the difficulty of access to 
doctors that will certify pa-
tients for the medical canna-
bidiol program.

Shah said dispensaries, 

which are the first source 
many people approach for 
information, are barred 
from pointing patients to-
ward doctors that would 
certify them for the pro-
gram. Many doctors are 
hesitant to recommend 
cannabis, he said, either be-
cause the doctor’s employer 
discourages it or because of 
a lack of knowledge about 
it.

Patients often need to 
call the Iowa Department of 
Public Health to get point-
ed in the right direction, he 
said.

“There’s no real tool to 
help patients to guide them 
to an easy access to physi-
cians like me,” he said. “In 
fact, I think the state has 
made it difficult for patients 
to get to physicians like me.”

Both bills have passed 
through committees and 
await votes in their receptive 
chambers. A second legisla-
tive funnel is approaching 
on March 20, and bills need 
to pass through at least one 
chamber of the legislature to 
remain viable past that date.

CANNABIS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 'It's two steps backward. It will reduce the 

THC and the medicine that's currently available 
to patients. It will force more Iowans to break the 
law to get the medical care they need. It's not 
worth passing.'

— Sen. Joe Bolkcom, D-Iowa City, on the House medical cannabis bill

Photo Illustration by Katina Zentz
The Cannabidiol Registration Card belongs to John Fenner. The card is used for purchasing CBD and THC products at Iowa dispensaries. 

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
U.S. Navy veteran John Fenner poses for a portrait on Feb. 25. Fenner enrolled in Iowa's Medical Cannabadiol Program in October 2019. He advocates 
for more options for medical cannabis patients.

June 30, 2014 
Iowa law takes effect 
allowing parents of 
children who suffer 
from seizures to 
buy CBD from other 
states.

Key 
Events

December 1, 2018 
Medical marijuana 
sales begin in Iowa, 
with products with 
up to 3 percent THC. 
Five dispensaries 
open across the state 
serving the more 
than 1,000 Iowans 
approved for the 
program.

March 26, 2018 
The Iowa House 
passes a bill 
removing the 3 
percent THC cap and 
instead implements a 
provision that limits 
THC purchases to 25 
grams over 90 days.

April 16, 2019 
The Iowa Medical 
Cannabidiol Board 
recommends a 
purchase limit of 4.5 
grams over 90 days.

April 27, 2019 
The Iowa Senate 
follows the Iowa 
House and passes a 
bill allowing for 25 
grams of THC over 90 
days.

May 24, 2019 
Gov. Kim Reynolds 
vetoes the bill passed 
by both chambers of 
the Legislature, citing 
concerns that the bill 
expands the program 
too quickly. Reynolds 
said the veto was 
based on the Medical 
Cannabidiol Board’s 
decision, and she 
wanted to follow the 
recommendation 
made by the board.

February 21, 2020 
Two medical cannabis 
bills in the Legislature 
make it past the first 
legislative funnel. 
The House bill follow 
the medical board’s 
recommendation 
with a purchase limit 
of 4.5 grams over 
90 days, while the 
Senate bill echoes 
the bill passed in 
2019 with a limit of 25 
grams over 90 days.

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a private donor and will appear biweekly 
this semester. The team’s mission is to understand, interpret, analyze, and report on topics, 
trends and personalities that shape politics in Iowa and the United States, and to recognize 
the importance of a strong ethical foundation in its pursuits. 
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ACROSS
  1 Holiday Inn alternative
 7 Where you might go through withdrawal?
10 “Kapow!”
14 Left
15 Get major hang time, in snowboarding lingo
17 College in Claremont, Calif.
18 Al who famously drove a white Ford Bronco
19 Brief hookup
21 Fair-hiring inits.
22 No longer in bondage
24 One of the musicians on the 11th day of 
Christmas
28 Showtime alternative
31 Law partner?
33 “The Scream” and “The Kiss,” for two
36 Vein contents
37 American ___ (another name for the century

  plant)
38 Slayer of Tybalt
39 Ardent
40 Hoover, e.g., informally
41 Nonsense line sung by Frank Sinatra in
  “Strangers in the Night”
43 Infotainment show with an exclamation point in
  its name
46 Keg necessity
47 Cuts back on
48 What an ID may substitute for?
50 Put away
52 Some garage sale goods … or what the answers
  at 15-, 19-, 33-, 41- and 62-Across have done?
59 Archrivals of the Blue Devils
61 Refrigerator, old-style
62 Verses-vs.-verses competitor
63 Gay who wrote “Frank Sinatra Has a Cold”

64 Healthful leaf vegetable
65 “Straight Outta Compton” group
66 Totally embarrassed

DOWN
  1 Tow job, maybe
 2 Impulse transmitter
 3 Performer without a speaking part
 4 Loads
 5 They’re not just skeptics
 6 “Curiosity killed the cat,” e.g.
 7 Bank no.
 8 Ski resort NNE of Santa Fe
 9 Daily run, for short?
10 Kvetch
11 Ceded control of
12 Bailed-out insurance giant of 2008
13 Better half, with “the”
16 Mild cigar
20 Hurry, with “it”
23 Mock
24 Something a seismograph detects
25 Honolulu’s historic ___ Palace
26 Police show, say
27 Just get (by)
29 Deadly African snake
30 Ivy, e.g.
32 Mulligans, e.g.
34 Chicago airport code
35 Death, in Deutschland
39 Legal org.
42 Like some illusions
44 Message written on a car window
45 Blind followers
49 Classic theater
51 “West Side Story” woman
53 Zoomed
54 Racketeer’s org.?
55 Poker giveaway
56 Really, informally
57 Symbol of Aphrodite
58 Deleted
59 “Naughty!”
60 Calamares ___ romana (seafood dish)
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BY  KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City Municipal 
Airport recently received two 
grants to make improvements 
to its facility and installed a 
new flight-training simulator 
to better serve the pilots in the 
community. 

One of the grants from the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration totaled $373,748, and 
would go toward removing 
trees on the airport’s property, 
while the other totals $105,000 
for redoing 2,500 feet of one 
of the runways to maintain 
structural integrity.

The grants will go toward 
multiple phases of the air-
port’s obstruction-mitigation 
project, said Iowa City Munic-
ipal Airport Manager Michael 
Tharp. The ongoing project in-
volved airport officials work-
ing with owners of property 
surrounding the airport to 
prevent trees from blocking 
the runway approach, he said.

The second grant will go 
toward the airport’s project 
of re-marking the runways, 

Tharp said. The airport will 
change the markings at the 
end of runway 25 to increase 
its landing distance, he said. 

“If you have things en-
croaching into the runway ap-
proach zones, it’s a safety issue 
for pilots; it’s a safety issue for 

people on the ground,” Tharp 
said. “These approaches are 
used both at night and during 
the day, so if there are things 

in the approach path that pi-
lots can’t see, that becomes a 
safety factor.” 

The airport can continue 
to be as efficient as possible 
when it comes to what aircraft 
can use it and what kind of 
conditions the runways are 
usable in with the grant mon-
ey, he said. 

Rep. Dave Loebsack, D-Io-
wa, praised the new grants in 
a February news release.  

“The Iowa City Municipal 
Airport plays a critical role in 
fueling economic develop-
ment throughout the region, 
allowing the community to 
continue to grow,” Loebsack 
said in the prepared state-
ment. “I am pleased that the 
Iowa City Municipal Airport 
is receiving this competitive 
funding, which will help the 
airport expand, while remain-
ing safe.”

The Redbird Flight Training 
simulator, an FAA-approved 
simulator, was purchased for 
the airport with the help of lo-
cal pilots, said Matt Wolford, 
general manager of JetAir, the 
airport operator.

Pilots are able to record 
training time for instrument 
flight through the use of the 
simulator, he said. A simula-
tor allows pilots to still do re-
quired training even with less-
than-ideal conditions outside.

The simulator is available 
to the public and can be used 
on airport tours to show high 
schoolers and college students 
what it’s like to fly a plane, in 
addition to acting as a tool 
for pilots, Wolford said. It's a 
good way to continue to spark 
interest in aviation and try to 
combat a shortage of pilots, he 
said. 

At the airport there is an 
active pilot-training program, 
and when people are learning 
to fly in the winter, they may 
not be able to get in the air ev-
ery day, Wolford said. 

“It’s a valuable tool for 
somebody who’s trying to 
learn to fly, but it’s also a 
valuable tool to attract people 
into the airport because it’s 
not something you can find 
at any airports within at least 
an hour drive from here,” Wol-
ford said. 

Two grants from the Federal Aviation Administration and a new flight-training simulator made the improvements possible.

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
An airplane is seen at the Iowa City Municipal Airport on March 2. Around 90 different aircraft for both private 
and business use are housed at the airfield.

Municipal Airport awarded 2 grants, flight simulator

BY ELEANOR HILDEBRANDT
eleanor-hildebrandt@uiowa.edu

In tandem with brand de-
velopment at the University 
of Iowa, student governments 
on campus passed a joint res-
olution to rebrand both orga-
nizations Tuesday night.

The UI Student Govern-
ment will change its name to 
the Undergraduate Student 
Government, or USG, effec-
tive fall 2020. Graduate and 
Professional Student Govern-
ment will retain its current 
brand, GPSG President Dex-
ter Golinghorst said in an in-
terview with The Daily Iowan 
on Monday.

Overall, Golinghorst said, 
the organization will remain 
under the umbrella of UI 
student government, but the 
undergraduate branch of stu-
dent government will alter its 
name to ensure an improved 
understanding of the two 
organizations and how they 
work together.

“The university is doing its 

rebrand and we wanted to po-
sition ourselves to align with 
that,” he said. “So UISG will 
become USG, the undergrad-
uate student government, 
and GPSG will keep the same 
name. UISG and GPSG al-
ready use the same letterhead 
with student government on 
it, so the brand that doesn’t 
differentiate is already here. 
It was [the] logical step to 
continue that in a formal-
ized way in terms of external 
branding.”

UISG President Noel Mills 
told the DI on Tuesday that 
the majority of the work to 
change the name and logo 
will occur this summer. This 
will also bind the two organi-
zations and better represent 
their working relationship 
with the yellow ‘IOWA’ logo 
and a student-government 
logo underneath it, she said.

“The entire university is 
moving towards one type of 
logo,” Mills said. “We want to 
align with the university, and 
it’s a really attractive logo. 

We wouldn’t want to keep the 
current logo with the name 
change, either. It will be bet-
ter to have a unified logo and 
brand.” 

UI Office of Strategic Com-
munication Senior Director 
for Marketing Communica-
tion Ben Hill spoke to UISG 
at its meeting Tuesday. Hill 
showed the organization the 
process that the university 
went through to change its 
brand.

He showcased the updated 
website, which the audience 
responded to positively. This 
process will help unify every 
aspect of the university, Hill 
said, but some of the old lo-
gos will continue to be used 
as secondary images. 

“We’re defining the uni-
versity’s brand to help us 
succeed,” he said. “From our 
brand audit, we saw that our 
brand is very fragmented. 
Our brand is also digital. We 
are overhauling our website 
to better serve prospective 
students. Consistency builds 

familiarity and trust. Varia-
tions dilute the brand. We’re 
trying to strengthen the 
brand. In the future, we will 
be using the yellow ‘Iowa’ as 
our logo.”

Mills said the merge be-
tween the UISG and GPSG lo-
gos is incredibly important, 
and so is the name change for 
the undergraduate branch. 
Mills said she hopes this will 
clear up any misconceptions 
about the pair of organiza-
tions on campus.

“It is incredibly mislead-
ing to call ourselves the Uni-
versity of Iowa Student Gov-
ernment and also have the 
Graduate and Professional 
Student Government,” she 
said. “People often are con-
fused about who I represent 
and it causes confusion. It 
makes more sense to make 
this change.”

Golinghorst said the two 
organizations will continue 
to operate separately, but 
that it was important to en-
sure accuracy on every level 

of the constituents GPSG and 
UISG serve, in addition to 
the partners they work with. 

“The names of UISG and 
GPSG have led to some con-
fusion occasionally with 
outside partners who don’t 
know the difference and 
don’t know how we operate 

on campus,” Golinghorst 
said. “But in terms of our 
branding and communica-
tions, we operate jointly now, 
so to reflect that we will be 
using University of Iowa stu-
dent government as a whole 
to accurately reflect our mis-
sions.”

The University of Iowa Student Government and Graduate and Professional 
Student Government voted to change their logos alongside the university’s rebrand.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
UISG President Noel Mills speaks during a UISG meeting in the IMU 
Blackbox Theater on Aug. 27, 2019.

Student governments pass name, logo change
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gives me a sense that something 
is right. Like when all else fails, 
you know that you’re progress-
ing the way that you need to. It 
may not be where I want to be, 
but I know that people see that 
I’m trying to be better, that I’m 
trying to get better. I guess that’s 
just the whole of the season, just 
trying to better myself each time 
I step in the ring from the last 

time.”
Tausaga’s recognition on 

March 6 for her 2019-20 indoor 
season reminds her to enjoy the 
moment while she’s working to-
ward her ultimate goals.

However, the California 
native shared that she was 
disappointed with her shot 
put outcome at the 2020 Big 
Ten Indoor Championships 
on Feb. 29 despite finishing 
second (17.37) and getting 
first-place in the weight throw 
event (22.21). 

“I felt like it was kind of the 

opposite of what we planned,” 
Tausaga said. “I was coming in 
with the understanding that we 
understood that we wanted to 
do big things in the weight, but 
we wanted to monopolize on 
the shot, because that was the 
event we really wanted to get 
going this year. But compared 
to my series of meets leading up 
to it, I’m in a much better head-
space than last year.

“Obviously it wasn’t the out-
come that I wanted, but overall, 
this is the second time in my 
career that I’ve done anything to 

deserve a medal on that Big Ten 
podium, and this time I got gold 
in one event, so I can count my 
blessings that way.”

Iowa throws coach Eric Wer-
skey affirmed that the results 
weren’t what they both antici-
pated, but he was still content 
with the results. 

“I thought she did very, very 
well at Big Tens,” Werskey said. 
“She still came away with a ti-
tle. It all kind of worked out. 
The seeds for her kind of flip-
flopped. She went in first-seed-
ed in the shot, got second, but 

still got first in the weight, so 
it was the opposite of what we 
thought it’d be.”

Tausaga and her teammates 
were in Ohio Feb. 28-29, com-
peting against some of the best 
collegiate field athletes in the 
nation. Werskey said, the wom-
en’s Big Ten shot is the most 
competitive among all NCAA 
conferences, and he said he lim-
ited her throws to preserve her 
form and prevent back straining 
for the indoor national meet. 

“Moving forward, she’s been 
in much better spirits,” Werskey 

said. “Her body is feeling a lot 
better, so I’m very excited for 
her NCAA championships this 
upcoming week.”

As far as the USTFCCCA hon-
or goes, Tausaga’s coach said 
that he’s proud of her pushing 
the program forward.

“She’s been committed on a 
whole other level from a year 
ago and certainly two years 
ago, so it’s been awesome to see 
her maturity and growth, and 
hopefully we’ll continue to add 
to that accolade list,” Werskey 
said.

TAUSAGA
CONTINUED FROM 8

Fran McCaffery have been 
praised for their work this sea-
son, as well.

There have been many stories 
written and tweets sent regard-
ing the dominance of Iowa’s 
winter sports this season. All 
these previously mentioned ac-
colades have been earned and 
the recognition these sports are 
getting is well deserved. Unfor-
tunately, it’s often only limited 
to these three sports.

It’s time the Iowa track and 
field program got some respect.

Both the men’s and women’s 
track and field teams are ranked 
in the top 20 in the country this 
season. The men are coming off 
of a Big Ten Outdoor Cham-
pionship title last season and 
finished second at the recent 
indoor conference meet.

The women’s team is led by 
maybe the best, and definitely 
the most underrated, athlete 
Iowa currently has to offer — 
thrower Laulauga Tausaga.

Tausaga just won her second 
consecutive Midwest Regional 
Female Field Athlete of the Year 

honor. She’s the first woman 
in program history to earn re-
gional honors in back-to-back 
years. The senior won gold in 
the weight throw and silver in 
the shot put in the 2020 Big Ten 
Indoor Championships.

After that performance, 
Tausaga’s résumé includes four 
Big Ten Championships, an 
NCAA title in the discus, and 
school records in the indoor shot 
put and weight throw and the 
outdoor shot put, discus, and 
hammer throw.

That is as deserving of as 
much recognition as anything 
else currently happening in Io-

wa athletics.
Also at the most recent Big 

Ten Indoor Championships, 
sprinter Wayne Lawrence took 
home three gold medals, and 
hurdler Jaylan McConico con-
tinued his dominance in the 
60-meter hurdles, winning a 
conference championship.

Tausaga and Lawrence were 
named the Field and Track Ath-
letes of the Big Ten Champion-
ships.

Still, these athletes and the 
track and field team as a whole 
are often not included in stories 
recapping how successful Io-
wa’s winter sports have been or 

all the awards Hawkeye athletes 
are winning.

Most media members who 
cover Iowa athletics don’t cover 
track and field. Most Hawkeye 
fans don’t travel to the Recre-
ation Building or Cretzmeyer 
Track to watch every track meet. 
Track meets are not something 
the university builds entire week-
ends around like football games.

That’s likely not going to 
change no matter how good the 
teams are.

What needs to change is 
the attention the program as 
a whole gets. Iowa Director of 
Track and Field Joey Woody 

has built Iowa into not only one 
of the best programs in the Big 
Ten, but one of the best in the 
country.

This isn’t saying that the other 
sports should receive less atten-
tion, or that track and field even 
needs to get the same coverage as 
a sport such as men’s basketball. 
It’s just not going to happen.

But the next time there are 
lists about the great accomplish-
ments by Iowa athletes, or how 
successful different Hawkeye 
programs and coaches have 
been this season — track needs 
to be included, because it de-
serves to be.

RESPECT
CONTINUED FROM 8

early but failed to score. Unlike 
the Jayhawks, the Hawkeyes 
came around to scoring. 

In the first inning, the 
Hawkeyes had bases loaded 
with one out but were unable to 
have any runners score.

Three runs came across the 
plate in the third inning. With 
one out, junior second baseman 
Izaya Fullard singled up the 
middle, and then freshman first 
baseman Peyton Williams dou-
bled to advance Fullard to third. 

After a strikeout, junior 
shortstop Dylan Nedved had 
an infield single to Jayhawks’ 
shortstop, which scored one run 
earned and another unearned 

because of a throwing error by 
the shortstop. 

It would only get better in the 
fourth inning. Freshman catch-
er Tyler Snep singled to start off 
the inning, and center fielder 
Justin Jenkins had a nice bunt 
to the right side of the field for 
a single. Right fielder Ben Nor-
man got hit on the foot, which 
forced the bases to be loaded.

Fullard hit a sacrifice fly 

to right, and after a pitching 
change and a strikeout, senior 
infielder Zeb Adreon singled to 
left to bring in two runs to make 
it 6-0 Hawkeyes at the end of the 
fourth inning. 

“I think we’re just putting up 
good at-bats all day,” Williams 
said. “It’s just a matter of time 
for the balls to start falling. Get-
ting some consecutive hits back 
to back, starting to get better at-

bats, that’s what really made the 
runs start flowing.” 

Fast forward to the eighth 
inning, and Williams added an 
insurance run with an RBI sin-
gle. Later, junior designated hit-
ter Trenton Wallace was hit by 
a pitch with the bases loaded to 
add another insurance run. 

Duane Banks Field will be 
used again Wednesday at 2:05 
p.m. for the second and final 

game of the Hawkeyes series 
against the Jayhawks. The 
Hawkeyes, who are now 9-5 on 
the season, would like to build 
off this game, especially since 
they used only two pitchers. 

“That’s outstanding when 
we have to play another nine 
[Wednesday],” head coach Rick 
Heller said. “That gives us a lot 
of options heading into Game 
2.” 

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8



Doyle named Ann Meyers 
Drysdale Finalist

Iowa guard Kathleen Doyle has 
been named an Ann Meyers Drysdale 
Shooting Guard of the Year Award 
finalist, the Naismith Memorial Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame and the Women’s 
Basketball Coaches Association 
announced on Tuesday.

The senior is 
averaging 18.1 
points, 6.3 assists, 
and 4.6 rebounds 
this season. She 
is shooting 44.1 
percent from the 
field in 30 games 

this season. In 18 
conference games, Doyle averaged 
19.8 points and 6.3 assists.

Young earns NCAA at-large 
berth

Iowa junior wrestler Kaleb Young 
has been awarded an at-large berth 
to the 2020 NCAA 
Wrestling Cham-
pionships in Min-
neapolis on March 
19-21. The NCAA 
announced the 
entire 330-person 
tournament field 
Tuesday.

Young is one of five 157-pound 
wrestlers to earn an at-large berth. 
His selection means Iowa will send its 
entire 10-man roster to the national 
tournament for the first time since 
2015.

Women’s golf cancels 
Mexico event after Board of 
Regents ruling

The Iowa women's golf team has 
cancelled the Hawkeye El Tigre 
Invitational in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, 
on March 19-21 due to the state Board 
of Regents suspending travel outside 
of the United States.

In its place, the Hawkeyes will host 
the Diane Thompson Invitational in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, on March 17-18.

This is the first Iowa athletic event 
to be canceled after the universi-
ty-sponsored international travel ban.

As previously reported by The Daily 
Iowan, the regents announced March 
5 that all university-sponsored travel 
for students, faculty, and staff will 
be suspended for 30 days, based on 
recommendations by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and 
the Iowa Department of Public Health.

In a statement on Tuesday, Regent 
President Mike Richards announced 
that the international-travel ban would 
be extended for an additional seven 
days each Monday, effective March 9.

The UI has already canceled study-
abroad programs in China, South 
Korea, Japan, and Italy, as previously 
reported by the DI. 

“We recognize this decision may 
be disappointing to many in our 
community,” Richards said on March 
5. “These types of trips provide 
remarkable opportunities for learning 
and growth. This decision has not 
been an easy one; however, we are 
prioritizing the health and safety of 
all individuals.”

More details will be provided by the 
athletic department as they become 
available.

BY ISAAC GOFFIN
isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

A sure way to win a baseball game is to have reliable 
hitting and pitching. Against Kansas on Tuesday, the 
Hawkeyes had both, solidifying an 8-0 victory. 

It started with some nice situational pitching on 
the mound from junior Hunter Lee, who is from Des 
Moines but was born in Overland Park, Kansas. He 
started the game by throwing three strikes in a row for 
a strikeout.

It did get a little rocky for Lee, though. Lee had run-
ners on first and third with no outs in the second in-
ning and forced a pop out a 6-4-3 double play to end 
the inning

In the next two innings, Lee forced six Jayhawks 
to come to the plate and go down without getting on 
base. 

Senior Adam Ketelsen came into the game at the 
beginning of the fifth inning to pitch. He gave up no 
runs, allowed two hits, and earned seven strikeouts 
while being credited with his first win of the season. 

Combined, the pitchers had 11 strikeouts. 
“Coach [Robin] Lund did an unbelievable job calling 

pitches,” Ketelsen said. “He came up with a game plan 
and he just basically just set it up and the best that we 
could do is just attack those strikes and we did it all 
day. And when we did that, you’ve established a fast-
ball early, you can go slider, curveball, whatever and 
just attack them.” 

Just like the Jayhawks, the Hawkeyes had chances 

Over the past couple weeks, Kathleen Doyle, 
Spencer Lee, and Luka Garza have all been recog-
nized by the Big Ten for being the best athlete in 
the conference in their sport.

Tom Brands was also named the Big Ten Wres-
tling Coach of the Year honor, and Lisa Bluder and 

“Is that what 
you want to call 
it?”

—Iowa men's 
basketball head 
coach Fran 
McCaffery on 
how opponents 
play defense 
against Joe 
Wieskamp

BY LUCY LIAUTAUD
lucy-liautaud@uiowa.edu 

For the second year in a row, Iowa senior thrower 
Laulauga Tausaga was named the Midwest Regional 
Female Track Athlete of the Year by the United States 
Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches Association.

Receiving the honor twice marks the first time in 
Iowa history where a female track athlete has won the 
regional honor consecutively. 

“It’s amazing seeing that my efforts are being 
shown,” Tausaga said. “But, at the same time, it kind of 
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Garza earns Sporting News honor

Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Iowa right-handed pitcher Hunter Lee pitches during a baseball game between the Hawkeyes and the Kansas Jayhawks on Tuesday at Duane Banks Field. The Hawkeyes defeated the 
Jayhawks, 8-0.

Tausaga's honors continue 
The Iowa thrower received her second-straight Midwest Regional 
Female Track Athlete of the Year honor last week.

It has been a great winter for 
Hawkeye sports, but the track 
and field teams are often left 
out of the conversation.

SEE TAUSAGA,  7 SEE RESPECT, 7

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa thrower Laulauga Tausaga competes in the women’s shot put premiere during the fourth annual Larry Wieczorek 
Invitational at the University of Iowa Recreation Building on Jan. 17. 

Iowa track 
deserves 
more 
respect

SEE BASEBALL, 7

The junior earned another accolade on Tuesday after winning Big Ten Player of the Year on Monday.

7
The Iowa men’s basketball team 
leads the country with

STAT OF THE DAY
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Hawkeyes fly past Jayhawks 
Both pitching and hitting worked in Iowa’s favor in an 8-0 midweek victory over Kansas on Tuesday. 

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

Iowa center Luka Garza was named 
the National Player of the Year by Sport-
ing News on Tuesday, becoming the first 
player in men’s program history to earn 
national player of the year distinction 
by a news outlet.

This accolade comes one day after be-
ing named the Big Ten Men’s Basketball 
Player of the Year.

“It’s obviously a dream come true,” 
Garza said. “It’s something that you 
work for your entire life. Going to col-

lege, I never could have envisioned any-
thing like this. It’s definitely an honor. 
All the thanks goes to my teammates 
and coaches. I wouldn’t be here without 

them, and I wouldn’t 
be here if I didn’t come 
to the University of Io-
wa.”

Garza is a finalist for 
five national awards: 
Naismith Trophy, Os-
car Robertson Trophy, 

Wooden Award, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
Award, and the Nate Lute Olson Award.

The junior finished the 20-game con-

ference schedule averaging 26.2 points 
per game to become Iowa’s first scoring 
leader in the Big Ten games since Adam 
Haluska (21.3 ppg) in 2007.

Garza is Iowa’s single-season scor-
ing record holder with 740 points, 
breaking the program’s 50-year old 
record previously set by John Johnson 
in 1970. He scored 20 or more points in 
a school-record 16 straight games, the 
longest streak by any player in the Big 
Ten since Ohio State’s Dennis Hopson 
with 16 in 1987.

“I knew coming here I would be 
able to do something special, but 

nothing like this,” Garza said. “So it’s 
definitely just an honor. Like I said, 
if [Iowa head coach Fran McCaffery] 
didn’t give me an opportunity to play 
here and I wasn’t in this style, this sys-
tem, I don’t think any of this would 
have happened.

“I'm just really thankful for my 
teammates and obviously my family 
who supported me along the way and 
helped me improve. I'm going to keep 
pushing. I’m never really satisfied. 
No matter how many accolades I get, 
that's never going to stop me from 
chasing my dreams.”

wins over ranked opponents 
this season.

1. LSU 
2. Northern Arizona
3. Oregon
4. Texas
5. Georgia
6. Florida
7. Texas A&M
8. Florida State
9. Iowa State
10. Tennessee
16. Iowa 

NCAA MEN'S TRACK 
AND FIELD RANKINGS

Doyle

Young

Garza

ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

Baseball Iowa - 8       Kansas - 0
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