
UI research studies impact 
of e-cigarette regulation 
in different states
A UI research team recently 
published a paper correlating the 
overall usage of e-cigarettes to 
regulations in different states. 
Researcher and Assistant Professor 
Wei Bao said there has been little 
research into this topic.

Women’s swimming pre-
pared to host conference 
championships
The Iowa women’s swimming and 
diving team will welcome the rest 
of the Big Ten to Iowa City for the 
annual conference championships. 
The four-day event starts at 5 p.m. 
tonight with the 200-medley and 
800-free relays.
SPORTS, 8

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.
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BY JULIA SHANAHAN
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu 

One University of Iowa student 
would've been among the 400 arrest-
ed at Causeway Bay in Hong Kong 
on Jan. 1 had they chosen to stay at a 

pro-democracy protest just 15 minutes longer.
“I feel relieved, but I don’t feel happy,” the stu-

dent said after returning back to Iowa City. 
The Daily Iowan chose to grant the student’s 

request to remain anonymous and not to reveal 
the student’s year or program of study, because of 
safety concerns. 

There are only 16 undergraduate students from 
Hong Kong at the UI, but from 7,600 miles across 
the world, unrest in the country has taken hold of 
the international student community on campus.

The student traveled home in December 
during winter break explicitly to participate in 
pro-democracy protests. While fellow peers were 
stressed about final exams, this student had the 
added weight of knowing their future at the UI 
was at risk with the possibility of being arrested 
in Hong Kong.

“Basically, I just believe that I'm doing the right 
thing,” the student said before departing for a 
two-week trip home. 

Hong Kong has experienced a series of both 
peaceful and violent protests that started when 
the Hong Kong government supported a national 
bill that would have allowed extradition of Hong 
Kong citizens to mainland China. In response 
to concerns over Hong Kong’s judicial indepen-
dence, the bill was suspended in September, but 
pro-democracy protests have turned into a great-

er movement against Beijing’s reach into Hong 
Kong’s governmental system.

In 1997, the British ended their 157-year rule 
of Hong Kong, forming an agreement with the 
People’s Republic of China that Hong Kong would 
remain mostly autonomous for 50 years — this 
agreement became known as “one country, two 
systems.” 2047 will be the year that Hong Kong is 
reunited with China — but Hong Kong citizens 
want democracy now.

On June 12, 2019, Hong Kong police used tear 
gas for the first time. Since then, tensions be-
tween protesters and the Hong Kong govern-
ment have only increased, with more than 7,000 
protesters arrested, police beginning to use live 
rounds, and over 2 million people taking to the 
streets to rally for their full independence from 
the Chinese Communist Party.

Human Rights Watch reported in December 
that Hong Kong police have used 10,000 rounds 
of tear gas against protesters. 

“The protests are peaceful before the police 
arrive,” the student said, saying most protests al-
ways start out peaceful until police intervene with 
unnecessary brute force.

Along streets that were once familiar, the stu-
dent said dozens of police were posted around 
high-traffic areas, such as supermarkets and 
banks, holding military-grade guns, even when 
there wasn’t a protest planned. 

The student described Lennon boards — bul-
letin boards and walls in various locations across 
Hong Kong where people post information about 
upcoming protests — which have also been sites 
of violent clashes between police and citizens.

SEE HONG KONG, 5

One UI student talks about their experience protesting in Hong Kong, unveiling a deeply rooted ideological divide among 
cultures and generations.

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

The Iowa Democratic Party announced 
the correction of 29 precinct caucus results 
after a recanvass that concluded Tuesday, 
the party said in a press release. 

Twenty-six results were changed be-
cause the precinct didn’t properly apply 
the rules of the delegate selection plan, and 
three precincts were changed because the 
results reported by the Iowa Democratic 
Party differed from the results on the cau-
cus worksheet. 

The recanvass process resulted in no 
national delegate change, the press release 
said. 

The recanvass, which was called by the 
campaigns of former South Bend, Indi-
ana Mayor Pete Buttigieg and Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, I-Vt., spanned 142 precincts and 
satellite sites. The Iowa Democratic Party’s 
Recanvass/Recount Committee reviewed 
81 of those precincts.

After the party released the corrected 

Iowa 
Dems 
correct 
results

SEE CITY COUNCIL, 2

City OKs development 
project height bonus

SEE RECANVASS, 2

Iowa City City Council gave the green light to add stories on an 
apartment complex project amid pushback from student governments.

The Iowa Democratic 
Party announced the 
correction of 29 precinct 
caucus results.

Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
A community member addresses the Iowa City City Council about a zoning proposition at its Tuesday meeting at City Hall. 
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BY HANNAH ROVNER AND RACHEL SCHILKE
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City City Council in a 5-2 vote on Tuesday 
passed an additional seven-story height bonus to a new 
luxury apartment complex that University of Iowa stu-
dent-government bodies opposed after raising concerns 
about promoting afforability.

The building at 12 E. Court St. will now reach a proposed 

height of 15 stories. The council continued the conversation 
regarding height additions to the development from its 
joint session with UI student-government bodies Feb. 11.

Nathan Griffith and Rob Decker of Neumann Monson 
Architects, the developers of the building, fielded ques-
tions about the project before the council at Tuesday’s 
meeting.



Griffith said the construc-
tion of the apartments at 12 E. 
Court St. is “slab and column,” 
meaning the interior walls can 
be removed or demolished in 
the future, with adaptability to 
renovate the inside with ease. 
The balconies play a critical 
role in adaptability and viabili-
ty of the project, he added.

Decker said the proximity of 
the building to the UI campus 
would lessen the impact of car 
usage by students.

“Amenities are important 
to the lifespan of the building 
if different populations of the 
building come in, in terms of 
marketability,” Decker said. 

Iowa City community mem-
bers participated in public 
comment before the council, 
advocating for and against 

the height addition. Topics of 
discussion included energy 
performance, union involve-
ment, and affordability for UI 
students.

A dozen citizens spoke be-
fore the council, with seven 
against the added height and 
five in its favor. Students, 
union workers, and landlords 
alike addressed concerns of 
affordability.

UI Student Government 
City Liaison Austin Wu spoke 
out against the bonus, saying 
that the council should take 
into account undergraduate 
and graduate students’ opin-
ions — which were presented 
during the joint session with 
the council Feb. 11. The ame-
nities that the building would 
provide do little to promote 
naturally occurring affordabil-
ity, Wu said.

“I have talked with a num-
ber of students, and they don’t 
know who it is aimed for, be-

cause they do not believe it is 
aimed for them,” Wu said.

Union Carpenter Local 1260 
member and UI student Ka-
ra-Marie Halling said she was 
in favor of the height bonuses 
as both a student and a parent.

“[This would be] housing for 
my kids,” Halling said. “It is 
important to take into account 
more than just the single stu-
dent. It's for families, too. Day 
care is expensive. This would 
be a perfect place for family 
units for the college.”

Iowa City Historic Preser-
vation Commission member 
Cecile Kuenzli was against 
height bonuses and the luxu-
rious amenities of this devel-
opment. She said each would 
alter the original landscape of 
Iowa City.

“[We need to keep] preserv-
ing the uniqueness of the com-
munity and appearance of the 
city,” Kuenzli said. “When one 
looks at a building, one needs 

to think in the context of its 
location.”

The council began discuss-
ing amendments to the devel-
opment after a deferral mo-
tion by Iowa City Mayor Bruce 
Teague failed.

In a 7-0 vote, the council 
passed an amendment to re-
move balconies on the pro-
posed building and also added 
an environmental sustainabil-
ity standard. The proposal of 
parallel parking remained, 
and approval of the skywalk 
amendment was not passed in 
a 2-5 vote.

As previously reported 
by The Daily Iowan, UI stu-
dent-government bodies 
voiced their concerns about 
the 900-unit development to 
City Council Feb. 11, arguing 
that these apartments are a 
luxury and unaffordable for 
students who make up a sig-
nificant portion of the renters’ 
community.

Iowa City City Manager 
Geoff Fruin argued at that 
joint session that Iowa City 
lags behind in amenity-filled 
apartment complexes, which 
are increasingly common in 
college towns nationwide.

He added that the construc-
tion of this building could pro-
vide more attention to more 
affordable and older apart-
ment complexes, the DI previ-
ously reported.

According to City Coun-
cil documents, the Iowa City 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission recommended ap-
proval of the height bonus by a 
vote of 5-2 on Jan. 16.

Griffith addressed concerns 
over the skywalk and balconies 
that would be added to the 
building during construction. 
In response to previous wor-
ries that the skywalk would 
block views of the Old Capitol, 
Griffith said the skywalk would 
not be an issue.

“There is no view to the Cap-
itol,” Griffith said. “With the 
[skywalk], it will allow a view 
of the Old Capitol from 12 E. 
Court to T. Anne Cleary walk-
way.”

UI Education and Outreach 
Manager Kelly O’Berry said 
that landlords such as her-
self are concerned with more 
than just views of landmarks; 
they are concerned with the 
well-being of and affordability 

for students.
“[This is about] the people 

that provide a service and care 
about students,” O’Berry said. 
“We don’t farm it out to large 
companies that don’t care 
about the students.”
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COMPOSING A PIECE OF HOME

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Chilean doctorate of music arts candidate for piano performance Karina Glasinovik talks about a moment of inspiration in the piece she is compos-
ing in a practice room at the Voxman Music Building on Tuesday. The piece is about ongoing protests in Chile. Glasinovik said the piece changed when 
her friend sent her a photo of a fellow pianist’s newborn baby. “I was just in a part of the poem that was speaking of the new generation, the ones 
that are going to come. So my music lifted. It lifted. It was amazing.”

BY RIN SWANN
corinne-swann@uiowa.edu

Around a dozen people gath-
ered at the Iowa City Public 
Library Tuesday to view a local 
filmmaker's documentary about 
Iowa high-school students trav-
eling to key civil-rights move-
ment locations — one of several 
events in a city-wide celebration 
of Black History Month.

The documentary Still Rising 
was created by Iowa City Me-
dia Production Specialist Jack 
Brooks and released in 2018 to 
recognize the 10th anniversary 
of the student trip, and the last 
year with trip founder Henri 

Harper.
Brooks said the theme of wa-

ter throughout the documenta-
ry inspired the title.

“It always kind of stuck with 
me,” Brooks said. “The idea of 
the fluidity of the American 
lifestyle and how that differs 
depending on the color of your 
skin.”

According to the documenta-
ry, Harper started the trip in re-
sponse to concerns from black 
students that they were not 
learning enough in the class-
room. Harper and a core group 
of 15 students embarked on the 
first trip and it has since grown 
exponentially, with more than 

600 students participating over 
the past 12 years.

Currently, the week-long 
trip is organized by TeamCan 
— a grassroots nonprofit that 
is an offshoot of the national 
workers' union Teamsters. An 
average of 50 students attend 
the trip every year and the $500 
cost of the trip is covered by 
TeamCan and funded by dona-
tions.

Johnson County Supervisor 
Royceann Porter, a member of 
TeamCan, touched on the im-
portance of the trip and its emo-
tional impact.

“It’s very important for our 
kids to see,” Porter said. “And 

like he said earlier in the film, 
if you don’t know where you’ve 
been, you’re definitely not going 
to know where you’re going.”

Stops on the tour center on 
key locations of the civil-rights 
movement, including Alabama 
cities Montgomery, Selma, and 
Birmingham; Memphis, Ten-
nessee, and Atlanta, according 
to the documentary. The trip al-
so includes visits to historically 
black colleges and universities.

Students on the trip have 
an opportunity to visit Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s motel room 
306, where he stayed before his 
assassination; the location of 
the 16th Street Baptist Church 

bombing, an act of white su-
premacist terrorism that killed 
four young girls in 1963; the 
Slave Haven Underground Rail-
road Museum, the White House 
of the Confederacy, and other 
historical locations.

“[The trip] reflects a deficien-
cy in the current pedagogy of a 
lot of the educational institu-
tions,” said former Iowa City 
City Councilor Rockne Cole, an 
attendee of the trip. “What I’m 
getting from the students is 
there is a lot of this history they 
were not aware of.”

The documentary was 
screened at the Iowa Indepen-
dent Film Festival in September 

2019 and the Indie FanFilm-
Fest International in May 2019, 
Brooks said.

The 2020 trip — its 12th iter-
ation — will be held June 6-14, 
and donations to sponsor the 
travel of a high-school student 
can be given to TeamCan on-
line, Porter said. 

“This stuff should be taught 
every day,” said North Liber-
ty City Councilor RaQuishia 
Harrington, who attended the 
showing. “It should be taught 
from the moment they en-
ter kindergarten. It should be 
taught, and they should be em-
powered to embrace who they 
are and they’re not.”

Documenting  a civil rights journey 
New documentary Still Rising tells the story of Iowa high-school students traveling 
to the locations of key civil-rights movement events.

CITY COUNCIL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City Mayor Bruce Teague addresses the crowd at an Iowa City City Council meeting at City Hall on Tuesday.

precinct results, the Sanders 
campaign released a statement 
Tuesday night saying they 
would request a recount in sev-
eral precincts.

“While it is clear that Sen. 

Sanders won the popular vote in 
Iowa by 6,000 votes, the recan-
vass process reduced the State 
Delegate Equivalent deficit by 
97 percent,” Bernie 2020 Senior 
Advisor Jeff Weaver said in the 
press release. 

“We now believe a recount 
will give Sen. Sanders enough 
State Delegate Equivalents to 
put him over the top by that 

metric as well. We want to 
thank the people of Iowa, our 
supporters, our volunteers and 
everyone who made this possi-
ble.” 

The requests came after the 
Iowa Democratic Party extend-
ed the deadline for candidates 
to call for a recanvass, amid 
several reports of inaccuracies 
in the party’s official results. 

Though that deadline passed 
last week, campaigns that were 
granted a recanvass will be giv-
en the opportunity to call for a 
recount within 24 hours of the 
announcement, the press re-
lease issued Tuesday night by 
the Iowa Democrats said. Cam-
paigns must also provide evi-
dence that a recount could alter 
national delegate allocation. 

The recanvass began Feb. 16 
and was conducted by admin-
istrators appointed by the com-
mittee.

The process found 13 pre-
cincts where viability was mis-
calculated at the caucus, but the 
committee recommended not 
to change the viability number. 

“Most commonly the issue is 
that the caucus rounded down 

and not up as they should have,” 
a document from the Recan-
vass/Recount Committee read. 
“However, if this number were 
to be changed, the alignments 
would change. Therefore, de-
cisions made by individuals 
would be made void and some 
of the groups that were consid-
ered viable would now not be 
considered viable.”

RECANVASS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT



NEWS 3    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2020

BY ELEANOR HILDEBRANDT
eleanor-hildebrandt@uiowa.edu

After noticing a lack of ac-
ademic research and informa-
tion on electronic cigarettes 
and the people who use them, 
a University of Iowa research 
team decided to investigate 
how laws in different states 
impact e-cigarette usage.

UI epidemiology Assis-
tant Professor Wei Bao has 
conducted several studies on 
e-cigarettes during his ten-
ure at the UI. Bao and a team 
of researchers recently pub-
lished a paper on how e-cig-
arette regulation in different 
states correlates to usage in 
U.S. adults.

Bao said the research was 
incredibly important because 
he doesn’t believe there are 
enough existing studies on 
the current status and change 
over time of e-cigarettes. He 
said state laws have varying 
levels of correlation with how 
e-cigarettes are used and who 
uses them.

“In [our] recent study, we 
looked at five e-cigarette-re-
lated laws implemented in 
some U.S. states,” Bao said. 
“We wanted to see what the 
potential impact these laws 
had on e-cigarette use. In our 
results, we showed a modest 
association between usage 

and four of these laws. Those 
laws are related to about 10 
percent lower rate of usage 
with these products.”

Bao said e-cigarettes may 
help some people quit smok-
ing traditional cigarettes but 
may also encourage others to 
pick up a smoking habit. The 
study showed that the prev-
alence of young adults using 
e-cigarettes declined from 
2014 to 2017 but jumped be-
tween 2017 and 2018.

“We showed that for young 
adults aged 18 to 24, two 
e-cigarette-related state laws, 
including age restriction and 
taxation of these products, 
are associated with lower use 
of e-cigarettes,” he said. “Due 
to these results, we are happy 
that the FDA issued a new law 
that made it illegal to sell these 
products to people under 21.”

Of the laws Bao and his 
team studied, two are imple-
mented in the state of Iowa. 
The state requires retailers to 
purchase a license to sell elec-
tronic cigarettes and prohib-
its self-service displays of the 
product.

Co-author of the research 
Linda Snetselaar, UI College 
of Public Health associate 
provost of Outreach and En-
gagement, said research on 
this topic is exceedingly im-
portant because related, se-

rious medical concerns have 
recently come to light.

“Because of severe illness 
and deaths in some cases 
that were associated with 
electronic nicotine delivery 
systems, the American Medi-
cal Association set a policy in 
September that indicated the 
use of e-cigarettes was dan-
gerous and [people] should 
quit,” she said. “However, 
there really aren’t resources or 
cessation programs available 
for e-cigarette users who want 
to quit. That’s something that 
still needs to be developed.”

Snetselaar said resources 
and programs to assist users 
who want to quit are neces-
sary. She hopes that the UI’s 
research will help in devel-
oping programs to assist the 
large amount of people who 
use these products, regardless 
of the reasons that they do.

Around 10.8 million U.S. 
adults use e-cigarettes, she 
added.

“This isn’t a small problem, 
and many people are du-
al users who smoke regular 
and e-cigarettes,” Snetselaar 
said. “There are also previous 
smokers who now use e-cig-
arettes and new smokers who 
thought these products are 
safer than regular cigarettes 
when that isn’t turning out to 
be true.”

UI epidemiology Professor 
Robert Wallace, Irene Ens-
minger Stecher Professorship 
in Cancer Research, also was 
a co-author of the research. 
Wallace previously researched 
tobacco and cigarettes and 
said he believed the impor-
tance of research on e-ciga-
rettes could not be underesti-
mated.

“The fact that the use of 
e-cigarettes was greater in 
states that didn’t have strong 
policies against them didn’t 

surprise me,” he said. “But 
I was glad to see it because 
we were among the first [re-
searchers] to show that state 
policies matter.”

Similar to tobacco, habits 
and patterns of e-cigarette 
research change in unpredict-
able ways, Wallace said.

Bao said this research must 
continue at the UI and be-
yond.

“This is an emerging con-
cern in the field of public 
health,” he said. “Although 

e-cigarettes are popular and 
millions of Americans use 
e-cigarettes, there is little sci-
entific evidence to help people 
understand the public health 
effects. There has been a lot 
of debate on this. That is the 
reason I got interested in this 
area of study. We conducted 
research to understand the 
current status and trend of 
e-cigarette use, factors associ-
ated with e-cigarette use, and 
potential health outcomes re-
lated to e-cigarette use.”

Tracing the impact of e-cigarette laws
University of Iowa researchers have published a paper detailing how certain laws in certain states correlate to the overall usage of 
electronic cigarettes across the U.S. 
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Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Brooklyn-based author Jia Tolentino gives a reading from her book of essays, Trick Mirror, at Prairie 
Lights on Tuesday. 

BY SAMANTHA MURRAY
samantha-l-murray@uiowa.edu

The crowd at Prairie Lights 
Tuesday night sat ready to 
hear this year’s Magid Center 
for Undergraduate Writing’s 
visiting Writer-in-Residence, 
Jia Tolentino, who read from 
her latest book, Trick Mirror: 
Reflection on Self-Delusion.

Originally from Houston, 
Tolentino joined the Peace 
Corps after college. Today, 
she writes for The New Yorker. 
In 2019, her book of nine es-
says, Trick Mirror, was named 
New York Times Notable Book 
of the Year.

“This book and this incred-
ible author have reinvent-
ed the [literary] eye,” David 
Khalastchi, the director of 
the Magid Center for Under-
graduate Writing, said after 
opening the reading. 

Immediately, Tolentino 
dove into a half-hour reading 
of an essay from her book that 
was also published in The New 
Yorker, Losing Religion and Find-
ing Ecstasy in Houston.

Tolentino’s reading fol-
lowed a different pattern than 
recent readers. Other authors 
usually read only little por-
tions of their work at a time, 
creating a puzzle for audienc-
es to fill in or choosing to read 
their shorter works to keep the 

audience’s attention. 
Tolentino only read her big 

essay, noted by Tolentino her-
self that all of her essays in the 
book were much longer than 
most other creative nonfiction 
essays recently released. 

Despite its length, Tolen-
tino read with ease and joy, 
laughing at her own writing 
at some points, capturing the 
audience further into her per-
sonal story — although the 
amount of drugs and religion 
mentioned would normally 
put people on edge. 

Ecstasy itself captured 
something beautiful yet odd. 
Her experience with God and 
drugs, specifically ecstasy, and 
her understanding of virtue 
and vice created a beautiful 
story of growing up as well as 
an investigation of specific in-
fluential aspects of her story. 

Many of Tolentino’s oth-
er essays contain research 
weaved throughout a personal 
narrative, she said that Ecstasy 
did contain the largest use of 
personal narrative. 

“I love to do research be-
cause the thing is, it’s like any 
thought that you’re think-
ing, someone has already 
thought it before and proba-
bly better, and that to me is 
a great comfort, because it’s 
like instead of trying to gen-
erate this ... thought on my 

own, in a worse way, I can go 
to whoever said it better,” To-
lentino said. 

Tolentino said she came to 
writing late, believing in col-
lege the extent of writing she 
would do would be for grants 
for nonprofits. Before her time 
as a writer, she was an editor 
for Hairpin and Jezebel.

While writing is her current 
line of work, Tolentino said 
that it can often be like being 
trapped in a prison of her own 
mind. She said her work as an 
editor was incredibly fun, par-
tially because of to the ability to 
be free from her own mind. 

“I found that ... it was al-
so such a fun way to learn 
things that I would never have 
known otherwise because 
these things would just come 
to you, and you would jump 
inside someone’s brain and 
their interests for a little bit,” 
Tolentino said. 

To those aspiring writers 
out there, Tolentino remind-
ed them of one of the most 
important things to get any-
where in writing. 

“There’s never [a] guarantee 
that anyone’s going to like it 
[writing], but if you have had 
a good time and gotten better, 
that’s kind of all you can ask 
for, and then maybe you get 
extremely lucky and things fall 
into place,” she said. 

Visiting Writer-in-Residence and The New Yorker writer Jia 
Tolentino shared her book of essays at Prairie Lights Tuesday. 

Tolentino reads about her 
journey with religion, drugs

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Brooklyn-based author Jia Tolentino gives a reading from her book of essays, Trick Mirror, at Prairie 
Lights on Tuesday. 
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https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2019/05/27/losing-religion-and-finding-ecstasy-in-houston


Shambaugh Auditorium’s 
seats filled with students be-
fore the event began. Some, 
such as myself, were eager 
to sit in the front row while 
others trailed 
off to the 
thoracic and 
lumbar parts 
of the room. 
The profes-
sor was the 
last one to 
enter the 
room, and looked as though 
he were about to embark on 
a mountain climbing adven-
ture. Little did I know that 
four weeks later, I would as-
cend on a learning adventure 
through my newly declared 
second major: anthropology.

Not everyone’s encounter 
with anthropology is the same 
as mine. It’s not always love at 
first sight, nor is it something 
that all students eventually 
learn to love. But it is some-
thing that everyone can value, 
because it opens the minds of 
ethnocentric — and even rac-
ist — students.

One of the first concepts 
of the major’s introductory 
courses teach you is ethno-
centrism — the belief that 
your culture’s way of life is su-
perior to that of others. 

Everyone can be prone to 
this mindset, and it’s preva-
lent in the U.S. It may seem 
like a simple viewpoint to get 
across, but it’s actually tough 
to convince someone. Some 
groups don’t eat pork because 
it is seen as dirty. (Yes, even 
bacon.)

These tendencies can also 
evolve into racism as the eth-
nocentric thought process 

becomes chronic. These be-
liefs build on blocks of igno-
rance and an unwillingness 
to tear down one’s mindset 
of being superior to another 
on the basis of nationality, 
ethnicity, or race.

Anthropology works to 
counteract racism through 
its four main subfields: lin-
guistics, archaeology, cultur-
al, and biological. In order to 
impede racism, anthropolo-
gists and students must also 
acknowledge the fact that the 
subject was founded on racist 
ideologies.

The study of anthropology 
picked up its pace in the mid-
19th Century with many trav-
eling to study hunter-gath-
erer tribes, or “primitive 
people” as they would call 
them. Scholars would study 
only those they thought 
lesser than themselves, and 
claimed that people of col-
or are biologically inferior 
to them because they were 
white.

Franz Boas, known as the 
“father of anthropology,” 
emerged academically in the 
late-19th Century to the early 

20th Century and contradict-
ed those ideas, and formed 
the theory of cultural relativ-
ism, in which one’s society is 
not better or worse than an-
other. Basically, he opposed 
the ethnocentrism common 
to his time.

Over generations of study, 
the field turned into a sub-
ject that examines cultures 
with respect and commonly 
debunks racists theories as 
to why some groups domi-
nated others and why others 
didn’t. Richard Diamond’s 
famous and ingenious book 

Guns, Germs, 
and Steel is 
just one of 
the many au-
thors to ex-
plain why the 
continent of 
Eurasia hen-
pecked the 

rest of the world.
The one-worded question 

“why?” is central to anthro-
pology. Asking that question 
is what makes someone not 
only a good anthropologist, 
but also a good person.

If we’re to help dissolve our 
incredibly racist society, we 
need to start asking “why?” 
with the intention of being 
well-informed after the why 
is answered. We need to stop 
neglecting and suppressing 
the answer — like many do 
— anthropology helps us do 
exactly that.

BY ANGELA STANSBERY
angela-stansbery@uiowa.edu

There are a lot of major 
topics that are often taken too 
lightly in our entertainment, 
even joked about or mocked. 
It’s like someone coinciden-
tally running into their friend 
at the coffee shop and jok-
ingly stating, “What, are you 
stalking me?”

Problems such as stalking 
feel so distant from everyday 
life that people often forget 
how real it is. They don’t take 
the potential of these situa-
tions seriously enough.

Shows such as You and The 
Stranger consistently gener-
ate buzz online. Both shows 
feature stalkers as main 
characters and drivers of the 

plot. Many viewers bring at-
tention to the harmful effects 
of shows that sensationalize 
stalking and have attractive 
actors filling such roles. 

But the creepiness is the 
point.

While these shows do have 
the potential to provoke pub-
lic interest at the expense 
of certain accuracies, shows 
such as You are also bene-
ficial. These shows make 
people more aware of their 
surroundings and can make 
them realize real dangers.

Watching shows that de-
pict stalking can make view-
ers more aware of the sever-
ity of such situations. Scenes 
are intense and often violent, 
which shows how dangerous 
similar situations would un-

fold in real life. It is import-
ant that stories such as these 
are told, because otherwise, 
stalking and similar situa-
tions would feel too distant 

for comprehension by those 
unaffected. 

Viewers can see how harm-
ful and real such situations 
can be.

Shows that depict stalking 
may be overdramatized but 
they also bring such situ-
ations to the forefront of 

the viewers’ minds. Certain 
scenes are portrayed in these 
shows that mimic everyday 
life for the victim. As they go 
about their business, they are 

entirely unaware that some-
one is lurking nearby. These 
moments can encourage 
viewers to be more aware of 
their surroundings.

These types of shows 
can make people wonder if 
something similar has ever 
happened to them and they 

just didn’t notice. Now they 
will know to check their own 
surroundings whether they 
think it’s necessary or not be-
cause of the shows’ realistic 
depictions.

One can imagine what it’s 
like to be in the situations 
shown. These shows are ben-
eficial because they can teach 
people to pay attention.

While certain scenes may 
be overdone or overdrama-
tized, it doesn’t take away 
from the learning experience 
that they bring. The impact 
may be even more beneficial 
when the scenes are overdra-
matized. This can scare the 
audience, and scared peo-
ple tend to be more aware 
of their surroundings at any 
given time.

It also has the potential to 
instill a fear of stalking that 
can feel real to viewers in a 
way simply thinking about it 
can’t. These scenes present 
the weight of serious issues 
that people would otherwise 
feel disconnected from.

Therefore, shows such as 
You and The Stranger should 
not be shunned. They may 
have the potential to make 
the stalkers look good or at-
tractive, but the shows don’t 
entirely miss the point.

The shows are beneficial 
for people to watch because 
they make people more aware 
of serious situations such 
as stalking. They can teach 
viewers how real these situa-
tions are and convey that they 
shouldn’t be taken lightly.
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‘You’ and ‘The Stranger’ depict obscene 
behavior, but provide vital messages

The popular Netflix series have drawn 
criticism for showcasing stalkers. But 

the shows don’t celebrate the issue, they 
present realistic representations of it.

BY RILEY MOORE
riley-moore@uiowa.edu

Suppose two 18-year-old 
students decide to consume 
copious amounts of liquor on 
a Friday night. 

Further suppose one of 
these 18-year-olds, named 
Sally, drank liquor in her 
friend’s dorm room. The 
night was ending, and in-
toxicated Sally, in her poor 
state, decided to drive home. 
She arrived safe, and no one 
witnessed the event.

Simultaneous to Sally’s 
drinking, there’s another 
student, Larry, who was in 
his dorm room drinking 
alone. Upon realizing his 
booze was running low, he 
decided to drive to a friend’s 
home to gather more. During 
Larry’s drive, however, Larry 
hit and injured a fellow uni-
versity student. Five years in 
prison ensued.

It appears 
that both 
subjects par-
ticipated in 
an equally 
b l a m e w o r -
thy choice 
of drinking 
while under-
age followed by driving un-
der the influence. However, 
Larry encountered an exter-
nal factor by chance, namely 
the university student. Had 
Sally driven down the same 
roads, she would have suf-
fered the same consequences 
as Larry — that is to say, Sally 
is morally lucky.

Intuitively, moral luck 
appears a contradiction of 
terms. 

It’s generally assumed that 
for an action to be labeled 
“moral,” it requires a form 
of responsibility, and luck is 
bankrupt of this quality. This 
assumption carries the fol-
lowing implication: people 
cannot differ in their level of 
responsibility based on vari-
ables out of their control.

This control principle ig-
nores the inability to select 

the culture into which one is 
born, the genes one carries yet 
did not author, and the forced 
values instilled during one’s 
youth. These unselected ele-
ments certainly manipulate 
one’s decision making, yet 
those decisions are praised 
and blamed nonetheless.

Contemporary philoso-
pher Thomas Nagel defines 
moral luck as follows: “Where 
a significant aspect of what 
someone does depends on 
factors beyond his control, 
yet we continue to treat him 
in that respect as an object 
of moral judgment, it can be 
called moral luck.”

Moral judgments are only 
intelligible if responsibility 
is involved; therefore, luck is 
a poor basis to award praise 
and blame.

Both Sally and Larry were 
equally cognizant of events 
occurring in real time in pre-
cisely the same way. Larry, 
however, will suffer a larg-
er punishment, and be held 
more morally accountable 
than Sally, despite their iden-
tical intentions. Larry’s severe 
punishment, therefore, seems 

to be on the basis of bad luck. 
And luck it seems is a poor 
basis for moral responsibility.

A contention may arise 
that Larry’s punishment, 
though not being on the ba-
sis of responsibility, serves 
as a social repellent against 
driving while intoxicated. 

But, this 
treats Larry 
as a vehicle, 
and fails to 
address the 
problem of 
i n d i v i d u a l 
responsibil-
ity. 

It now appears clear that 
punishment ought to be 
dealt solely as a corrective 
mechanism given luck is ever 
present.

One could easily question 
whether underage students 
who are caught drinking 
would alter their behavior 
on the basis of fines and re-
quired courses. Perhaps 
proper education, starting 
in the early years of high 
school, of alcohol effects on 
the brain may serve society 
better. The taboo of drink-
ing may be removed with a 
mature understanding, and 
then America wouldn’t need 
a higher drinking age rela-
tive to other countries.

Whether lucky or unlucky, 
there will continue to be di-
lemmas in desperate need of 
attention.

COLUMN

‘These shows make people more aware of their 
surroundings and can make them realize real 

dangers.’

Photo illustration by Ryan Adams

COLUMN

Studying anthropology 
helps oppose racism
The field examines and counteracts ethnocentrism, which is 
beneficial for anyone interacting with another culture.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
MacBride Hall, home to the Anthropology Department, is seen on Feb. 24, 2018.

MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

‘Moral judgments are only intelligible if 
responsibility is involved; therefore, luck is a 

poor basis to award praise and blame.’

‘In order to impede racism, anthropologists and 
students must also acknowledge the fact that 
the subject was founded on racist ideologies.’

Revising how we look at
punishments for alcohol
Moral luck gives us a better philosophical lens to view praise 
and blame in regards to college students’ underage drinking.
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March 2019 
After the extradition bill is 
proposed by the Hong Kong 
Legislative Council, the first 
series of major protests 
begin

April 28, 2019
Tens of thousands of 
protesters march to 
Hong Kong’s parliament 
in retaliation against the 
extradition bill — the largest 
demonstration in five years

May 30, 2019
The Hong Kong Legislature 
proposes limitations to the 
scope of the extradition bill, 
but pro-democracy protesters 
are not satisfied

June 12, 2019 
Hong Kong police used tear 
gas and rubber bullets against 
protesters for the first time. 
Since then, tensions between 
protesters and the Hong 
Kong government have only 
increased

HONG KONG
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

At the New Year’s Day rally in 
Causeway Bay, the student said more 
than 1 million protesters had a per-
mit from the city that allowed them 
to legally assemble on that property. 
Police broke up the rally long before 
the agreed-upon time was up and 
gave everyone half an hour to leave 
the premises, as reported by the 
South China Morning Post. The student 
said that anyone who was left in the 
area after 30 minutes was arrested.

“My parents called me basically 
every hour to make sure I was safe,” 
they said.

The student said that while the pro-
test was loud and well-attended, they 
did not see any protesters with weap-
ons. Packed onto the streets were 
people dressed in colors and symbols 
synonymous with the pro-democ-
racy movement — yellow ribbons, 
X-shaped crosses, and face masks.

The student said there are group 
chats where people plan and discuss 
protests, and protesters use apps to 
warn people where police are and 
which local stores and restaurants do 
and don’t support the pro-democracy 
movement. 

Hong Kong’s District Council elec-
tions were held on Nov. 24, 2019 and 
pro-democracy candidates took 392 
of the 452 seats. Now, the student 
said, citizens are protesting under 
five key demands: A complete with-
drawal of the extradition bill, crim-
inal charges to be dropped against 
protesters who were arrested, for the 
state to claim the uprising as a legit-
imate protest rather than a riot, in-
vestigations into allegations of police 
brutality, and universal suffrage.  

The student said the coronavirus 
outbreak has changed the level at which 
people are protesting, because people 
in Hong Kong are now more cautious 
about gathering in large groups. The 
student said it’s ironic, because before 
the outbreak, the police arrested peo-
ple just for wearing masks as a symbol 
for the protests, and now there aren’t 
enough masks to go around.

Another person, a recent UI grad-
uate from Hong Kong whose request 
to remain anonymous the DI granted 
because of safety concerns, said her 
mom traveled from Hong Kong to 
mainland China when her grandfa-
ther was admitted into a hospital, and 
then returned to Hong Kong to partic-
ipate in a pro-democracy march.

The UI alum said she feels removed 
from the conflict being in the U.S., 
and wishes she could do more to help 
the protesters. She said she vividly 
remembers the night of July 21, when 
she read about a riot that broke out 
in a Hong Kong subway station and a 
mob of men dressed in white T-shirts 
armed with batons started beating 
groups of protesters. Most upsetting 
to her, she said, was that Hong Kong 
police did not immediately respond 
to emergency calls involving protest-
ers from that night.  

“Every weekend, and when I have 
my days off, and I was all by myself … 
and not surrounded by other people, 
I would have mental breakdowns ev-
ery single day,” she said. 

She said she has communicated 
some with friends who are protesting 
in Hong Kong. She said she’s heard 
stories of young people getting ar-
rested, not being heard from for days, 
and then being found dead in places 

around the city that police frame as 
suicides. She said her friends have 
made pledges on social media that if 
they disappear, it is not because they 
committed suicide. When people get 
arrested, other protesters will quick-
ly try and get their information and 
shout their name so people know 
they are in police custody, she said.

She said she will go back to Hong 
Kong in June because that’s when her 
visa expires, and said it will be a long 
process before she can apply for an-
other visa to eventually stay in the U.S.

In late November, President 
Trump signed a law supporting 
pro-democracy protesters in Hong 
Kong, which would require the U.S. 
government to do yearly check-ins 
to confirm Hong Kong’s special free-
doms are being upheld by Beijing. 
The UI alum said she was happy to 
see that U.S. support after the last six 
months of unrest.

“This protest definitely [made me 
consider] leaving Hong Kong, which 

is sad and a hard decision to make, 
but I think it’s an obvious choice,” she 
said. “And I’m blessed enough to leave 
the country, because I know a lot of 
my friends couldn’t because they don’t 
have enough money to do that.”

A cultural and generational 
divide 

A UI graduate student from Hong 
Kong said if he was 10 years younger 
and in his undergraduate program, 
he would most likely participate in 
the pro-democracy protests. He’s in 
his 30s, and said younger genera-
tions in Hong Kong are much more 
political than what he remembers 
growing up.

The DI also honored the graduate 
student’s request to remain anony-

mous because of the sensitive subject 
matter. 

He said that what matters to him 
most now is being able to find a job 
to afford the high housing prices in 
Hong Kong. He said his parents, like 
other people in Hong Kong, are frus-
trated with the protests disrupting 
the normal flow of everyday life. 

“I just want to go home to visit my 
relatives, my friends, my family — 
it has been one year and a half,” he 
said. “It’s hard.”

He said that worsening circum-
stances in Hong Kong, with protests 
continuing and now a coronavirus 
outbreak, have prevented him from 
being able to travel home. 

He added that even though pro-de-
mocracy officials now hold a majority 
in the Hong Kong Legislature, district 
councilors do not make laws, and in-
stead oversee constituent work. 

Matthew Noellert, UI assistant 
professor of history and modern 
China, said the news media in the 

U.S. tend to homogenize the political 
viewpoints of people in Hong Kong, 
reporting mostly about how people 
have negative feelings toward Bei-
jing. Noellert said political views of 
the Chinese government are divided 
in Hong Kong among generations. 

He said a lot of that has to do with 
the urban/rural divide, with a lot of old-
er people living in the countryside. He 
said generations of people there before 
the British came viewed the British as 
outsiders, and that some in older gen-
erations still hold that viewpoint.

“And so that creates a lot of con-
fusion, because for Hong Kong — 
these young people, they talk about 
restoring Hong Kong,” Noellert 
said. “But for [older generations], 
restoring Hong Kong is restoring it 
to colonial rule basically, which for a 

lot of people seems crazy.”
Noellert said he has noticed ten-

sion on campus between students 
from Hong Kong and students from 
mainland China who support the 
Chinese government and disagree 
with the pro-democracy protests. He 
said that when this subject comes up 
in courses, it’s such a polarizing and 
politicized issue that “no real dia-
logue” happens between students 
who may disagree. 

The graduate student referenced 
earlier said he’s noticed that differ-
ent Asian communities on campus 
tend to segregate themselves — Ko-
rean students hang out with other 
Korean students, Chinese students 
hang out with other Chinese stu-
dents, etc.

“A lot of mainland students have 
pretty strong feelings for the oppo-
site of the Hong Kong view,” Noellert 
said. “I’ve noticed that the mood, and 
the politicization — the polarization, 
is definitely on this campus as well.”

He said people protesting the 
CCP are viewed as separatists by 
people from the mainland. He said 
separating from the mainland is un-
acceptable in terms of Chinese na-
tionalism and Chinese sentiments 
about the country’s place in the 
world, which has a lot to do with the 
country’s history. He said China’s 
education emphasizes this period of 
victimization when the country was 
under foreign imperialism by the 
British, and now they have this “new 
found strength.”

“I’ve actually had some students, 
former students as well, come talk 
to me about it because they’re kind 
of very conflicted about it, because 
they can see both sides, being here,” 
Noellert said. “So they also are very 
unsure of what to feel or believe.”

The student who recently went 
home to protest said they’re focused 
on working and studying in prepa-
ration for their December gradu-
ation. Despite having friends and 
family in Hong Kong, he does not 
currently have plans to return home.

“For now it seems like ... if you’re 
just in the protest, it doesn’t matter 
if you are being violent or just ap-
pear there with your mask, wearing 
black, and you’re young enough, the 
police will arrest you no matter what 
you did.”

            Marcus Yam/Los Angeles Times/TNS
Protesters set up road blocks on Nathan Road, a busy main street, outside the Mong Kok police station in Hong Kong, on Sept. 8, 2019.

Marcus Yam/Los Angeles Times/TNS
Despite Chief Executive Carrie Lam’s bowing to the demonstrators’ key demand – withdrawal of a controversial extradition bill, pro-
democracy demonstrators are now calling for Lam to immediately meet the rest of their demands. This includes an independent 
inquiry into police’s use of force, amnesty for those arrested, a halt on the use of the word “riot” when describing the rallies, and 
lastly, calls for universal suffrage for the people of Hong Kong. 

‘Every weekend, and when I have my days off, and 
I was all by myself … and not surrounded by other 

people, I would have mental breakdowns every 
single day.’

— University of Iowa alum

The Daily Iowan Ethics and Politics Initiative is funded by a private donor and will appear biweekly 
this semester. The team’s mission is to understand, interpret, analyze, and report on topics, 
trends and personalities that shape politics in Iowa and the United States, and to recognize 
the importance of a strong ethical foundation in its pursuits. 
 
Email daily-iowan@uiowa.edu with story ideas, press releases, or reader comments.

KEY EVENTS IN 
HONG KONG

June 18, 2019 
Hong Kong Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam suspends the 
process on the extradition 
bill, but refuses to fully 
withdraw it

July 21, 2019 
A  riot breaks out in a subway 
station, and a mob of men 
dressed in white T-shirts 
armed with batons start 
beating groups of protesters 
and passersby

Aug. 14, 2019 
A protest erupts at Hong 
Kong’s international airport, 
disrupting flights
 
Sept. 4, 2019 
Lam announces she will 
withdraw the extradition bill
 
Oct. 1, 2019 
On the 70th anniversary of 
the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China, some 
of the most violent and 
widespread protests breakout 

Oct. 4, 2019 
Lam bans the use of face 
masks

Oct. 23, 2019
Extradition bill is withdrawn

Nov. 8, 2019 
The first university student 
dies of injuries sustained 
from falling from the third 
floor to the second floor of a 
parking garage after police 
break up a protest

Nov. 24, 2019
Hong Kong holds their local 
elections, and pro-democracy 
candidates won 392 of the 
452 seats

Dec. 24, 2019
Flash-mob protests pop up 
in shopping centers across 
Hong Kong on Christmas Eve

Jan. 1, 2020 
A New Year’s Day protest 
takes place at Causeway 
Bay, where 400 people are 
arrested despite government 
authorization of the 
demonstration

Jan. 9, 2020
China Central Television, the 
state broadcaster, announced 
to the public the new strain 
of the coronavirus. This slows 
down the volume of protests 
across the state

Feb. 16-17, 2020
Hundreds of people across 
Hong Kong protests against 
the government’s plans to 
open coronavirus clinics 
near residential areas

NEWS 5
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ACROSS
 1 Mary Stuart, for one
 5 Taiwan-based computer giant
 9 Secretly watched
14 Tea made with milk, sugar and 
 cardamom
15 Rob of “Parks and Recreation”
16 Attacked with a spray
17 Engaged in foul play
20 Burnt ___ (old Crayola color)
21 Some batteries
22 One engaged in friendly contention
29 Lith., e.g., once
30 Hands (out)
31 2020, por ejemplo
32 “___ che macchiavi quell’anima” (aria 
 opener)
34 Invalidate
36 “Oh, now they’re really going to
  fight!”
41 Puts up on a gallery wall

42 Colorful spring flower
43 A.B.A. member: Abbr.
44 Stand in a mall
46 HBO competitor
49 Cry “Uncle!”
54 Veg out
55 ___ Gay (historic plane)
56 Hold back
62 Elude
63 Gangster
64 Turnabouts, informally
65 Evasive
66 Actor Rogen
67 Crafty website

DOWN
 1 Straight downhill ski run
 2 Some early “astronauts”
 3 Granola treat
 4 River of Tuscany

 5 Nothing but
 6 Corp. manager
 7 “Oh, gross!”
 8 Do over for radio, say
 9 ___ campaign
10 Colt 45 brewer
11 Knock off
12 What has a long history in
 ichthyology?
13 E.P.A.-banned pesticide
18 Slip up
19 Nine-time P.G.A. Tour winner Jay
23 Individual: Prefix
24 Timeout alternative
25 Receptacle for one doing decoupage
26 Smaller than micro-
27 Ample, informally
28 Deeply massage
32 Meringue ingredient
33 “Kidnapped” author’s monogram
34 “___ gratia artis”
35 Napoleon’s marshal
36 “Take ___!”
37 Possesses, biblically
38 ___’acte
39 Pageant wear
40 Tennis great Huber
44 Drying oven
45 Coves
46 Like a really good game for a pitcher, say
47 Brawls
48 Stylish and sophisticated
50 Skateboarding jump
51 Forested
52 Full complement of limbs on a squid
53 Exactly as scheduled
56 Lead-in to Man or 12
57 School founded by Thos. Jefferson
58 Make a record of
59 Gender-neutral pronoun spelled with a
  slash between the first and second
  letters
60 Wager
61 “Yuck!”

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 2
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BY PEDRO BARRAGAN
pedro-barragan@uiowa.edu

New York City-based band 
Brother Moses will bring a 
new foray of pop music to 
Gabe’s tonight.

The band consists of the 
multi-talented James Lock-
hart on vocals, guitar, and 
keyboard, drummer Cory Dill, 
and guitarists John-Lewis An-
derson and Moses Gomez. 

This is the first time the 
band has performed in Iowa 
City since 2016. The last time 
the members visited, they 
were  forced to sleep right on 
campus.

“Back then we just started 
out touring, if I’m not mistak-
en, that night we didn’t have 
anywhere to stay. We actually 
slept on hammocks on the col-

lege campus,” Lockhart said. 
“We got about four hours of 
sleep, but I don’t remember if 
it was sprinklers or rain, but 
we woke around 5 a.m. and 
we were wet.”

Dill is originally from Fort 
Dodge, Iowa. Although he 
wasn’t with the band when 
they first ventured into Io-
wa City, he said he was ex-
cited to return to familiar 
territory.

The band is currently tour-
ing in preparation of their up-
coming album titled Despera-
tion Pop, which will be released 
March 6. Dill described that 
their latest album’s title defines 
their genre, how they express 
melancholic sensations, but 
releases those characteristics 
through a different theme.

“It describes the urgency 

we’re feeling, the tension and 
stress — but it’s also pop mu-
sic,” Dill said.

Although the music delves 
into moments of tension, 
James said he believes that 
their songs are made for listen-
ers to participate by listening.

“What we try to do is take 
those life experiences that can 
be hard to deal with and we 
paint a picture with the music 
in the background that you can 
join in and be part of,” Lock-
hart said. “We try to have each 
song build to a point of release 
so you’re able to have a journey 
inside each of the songs.”

Anderson believes that the 
band is exploring new territo-
ry with their latest album, but 
fans will still be familiar with 
their style.

“I think we’re branching 

into a new sound. If you lis-
ten to our previous album, 
Magnolia, you’ll still hear 
hints of that but I think this 
is moving it into a different 
direction,” Anderson said.

Anderson said he found 
the band’s ability to play with 
multiple feelings while main-
taining a fun quality to be an 
achievement.

“With this one, we were able 
to retain that emotionality 
and intense feeling while also 
a more polished product that 
people can really get into,” he 
said. “A lot of these songs are 
about striving for things and 
feeling desperate or isolated. 
But we tried to mix them in 
with moments of excitement, 
with a pop aesthetic.”

Gomez said he sees this as 
a feat for the group, believ-

ing it to be an effort that had 
every ounce of sweat put into 
its creation.

“I think a lot of people are 
going to listen to the songs 
and notice an overall shin-
iness in the instrumenta-

tion,” Moses said. “I think 
we produced the hell out of 
this. I think we’ve been very 
intentional with the instru-
ments and sounds we use. 
It feels more polished and 
present.”

Pop band returns to Gabe's ahead of new album
New York City-based band Brother Moses will return to Iowa City to promote it's latest album Desperation Pop.

Contributed

BY ANNIE FITZPATRICK 
anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu

Life in solitary confinement is 
a silent one, but a photography 
project developed by a group of 
activists, including University of 
Iowa alum Laurie Jo Reynolds, 
aims to be a creative outlet for 
prisoners in seclusion.

The crowdsource project, 
titled “Photo Requests from 
Solitary,” invites prisoners 
in solitary confinement to 
request a photograph of any-
thing they want, realistic or 
imaginary, said Reynolds, an 
artist and activist who works 
with the project.

The project aims to con-
nect with someone in solitary 
confinement in a meaningful 
way that acknowledges their 
humanity, she said, no matter 
their circumstances or crimes 
they committed previously.

“We all have needs and 
memories and curiosities,” 
Reynolds said. “So, the range 
of things people want to see is 
so different.”

The project began in 2009 
in response to Tamms Cor-
rectional Center, in Tamms, 
Illinois. Tamms was a prison 
designed for sensory depriva-
tion that Reynolds said gener-
ated criticism for solitary con-
finement. Advocacy to shut the 

prison down began in 2013, she 
added, and the photography 
project was one aspect of that.

When Tamms Correctional 
Center closed, the project be-
came part of “Solitary Watch,” 
a journalistic watchdog web-
site that compiles information 
about solitary confinement.

Solitary Watch Co-Director 
and Co-Founder Jean Casella 
said this project serves a dual 
purpose in addressing solitary 
confinement. Not only does 
it act as communication to 
the outside world for people 
in solitary confinement, she 
said, but it also gives those on 
the outside an opportunity to 
understand the needs of pris-
oners living in extreme, bare 
conditions.

“It really communicates to 
people on the outside the fact 
that, even in these circumstanc-
es, these people haven’t lost their 
humanity,” Casella said.

Casella said there is a grow-
ing and compelling body of 
research showing that solitary 
confinement can lead to ex-
treme psychological harm and 
permanent neurological dam-
age. This includes depression, 
anxiety, anger, hallucinations, 
and more, she said.

Solitary confinement serves 
as “isolation by design,” Casel-
la said, so it’s important that 

prisoners have contact with 
the outside world.

“People are so much more 
than the worst thing they ever 
did,” Casella said.

The importance of under-
standing how prisoners think, 
dream, and express them-
selves creatively is illustrated 
in these photos, Reynolds said.

She said her time as an 
M.F.A. student at the UI 
shaped her career, including 
in the “Photo Requests from 
Solitary” project. As a student, 
Reynolds said she learned how 
to think of strategies for reach-
ing people who face incarcera-
tion without completely “[clos-
ing] them down.”

“It was at the UI that I had 
the first chance to start mak-
ing work about prisoners and 
the experiences of prisoners 
…” Reynolds said. “It was the 
first chance to make represen-
tations of prisoners and talk 
about the impact that had on 
families and communities.”

What was important to 
Reynolds, she said, is how the  
art was used in the context of 
an effort to change public pol-
icy. The “Photo Requests from 
Solitary” project participates 
in states with existing cam-
paigns to limit solitary con-
finement, she added, so her 
project can support work that’s 

already being done.
The content produced by 

“Photo Requests from Solitary” 
was featured at the Brooklyn 
Public Library. The library is 
a civic commons project that 
uses art and culture to bring 
important issues to the public, 
so this project felt like a perfect 
match, said Manager and Cu-
rator of Visual Art Program-

ming Cora Fisher in an email 
to The Daily Iowan.

“The project presents a chal-
lenge to all of us to confront 
our ideas on incarceration, 
and most of all to cultivate 
empathy — or for some of us, 
action,” Fisher said.

Reynolds said common 
motifs of the project include 
childhood memory, neigh-

borhoods, religion, invented 
scenes, romance, family pho-
tos, and the theme of “time go-
ing by without them.”

“I think the requests are just 
so striking, and it all makes 
sense when you see the re-
quests of what people are 
going through and what you 
need,” Reynolds said. “You just 
feel the person there.”

A UI alum's photo project combines activism and art to meet the "human" needs of prisoners facing solitary confinement.

Project connects prisoners with world beyond bars

ARTS & CULTURE

Contributed by Chris Murphy
A photo requested by an inmate in solitary confinement shows a neighborhood in the Englewood community 
in Chicago. Darrius, the inmate who requested the photo, wrote on a form to request a photo, “Let the people 
outside (in the neighborhood) know that the picture is for “D-Man.”

http://www.biotestplasma.com
mailto:anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu


Jason Wakenight, Iowa’s 
assistant coach and recruiting 
coordinator, is happy about 
how different athletes have 
had opportunities to shine at 
every meet.

“Slowly but surely, we’ve 
introduced some new athletes 
to the lineup, so each week, 
it seems like there’s another 

new face out there starting 
their indoor season,” Wak-
enight said. “We had kind of 
an extra week in the indoor 
season in January, so we’ve 
had more time to open up 
some of our lead athletes. So 
far, everything has been really 
good. I think we’ve had excel-
lent meets across the board.”

Currently, the men’s team 
is ranked first in the Midwest 
Region and No. 20 nationally, 
while the women are ranked 
fourth in the Midwest and No. 

21 in the country.
The men’s team won the 

conference title at the Big 
Ten Outdoor Championships, 
while the women finished in 
third place.

This time around, different 
athletes have taken their perfor-
mance to the next level and are 
ready to step up and contribute 
points for the Hawkeyes.

“I think Tia Saunders has 
had an unbelievable start to 
her senior season — she has 
run PRs in the 400, 600, had a 

PR in her 4x4 split,” Wakenight 
said. “And I think Aly Weum 
has had a wonderful start to 
her season, as well — she has 
run a PR at every turn.”

Wakenight also mentioned 
DeJuan Frye and Austin Leitz 
as athletes making significant 
strides in the indoor season.

“DeJuan coming off a red-
shirt year has done a fantas-
tic job of being a leader and 
inserting himself back into 
the lineup and being a major 
player right from the start,” 

Wakenight said. 
“And then Austin Leitz 

has been a three-time Big 
Ten finalist, but he has taken 
himself to a whole different 
level. He’s a guy that’s think-
ing about winning medals at 
the Big Ten meet now, which 
is something that we talked 
about in the past, but he has 
positioned himself really nice-
ly to have a fantastic finish to 
his indoor season.”

In spite of Iowa’s past suc-
cesses with the outdoor sea-

son, the Hawekeyes are fo-
cused on the challenge ahead.  

“We’re trying not to get too 
far ahead of ourselves, so as 
much as we want to defend 
our outdoor title,” Wakenight 
said. “I think our team in-
doors has a chance to win its 
first indoor Big Ten Champi-
onship, so I feel like we’re po-
sitioning ourselves to, at the 
very least, compete and be in 
the mix on both the men’s and 
women’s sides to compete for 
an indoor championship.”

said. “I think to have my best 
time still be from sophomore 
[year], I should be able to get 
that down and move it for-
ward. I’d love to do that in a 
relay and have us get into fi-
nals for that one. Of course, 
I would like to improve my 
times in general to show the 
improvement we’ve made 
throughout the season.”

Burvill also ranks fourth 
in the conference in the 
100-free, eighth in the 
50-free, and 15th in the 
100-back.

During the season, the 

team as a whole has dropped 
its times continuously, re-
sulting in some of the top 
marks in the Big Ten. 

Apart from Burvill, three 
other Hawkeyes have top-10 
times. 

Fluit’s 200-free perfor-
mance at the Shamrock in-
vitational of 146.59 ranks 
seventh in the conference, 
junior Kelsey Drake’s 200-fly 
(157.87) at Iowa State stands 
at eighth, Drake’s 100-fly at 
the Minnesota Invitational 
(53.28) nabbed the 10th po-
sition, and freshman Mil-
lie Sansome’s 200-back of 
155.94 at the Shamrock In-
vitational comes in at ninth. 

In diving, Iowa holds the 
conference’s top marks in 

both the 1-meter competition 
— with junior Jayah Mat-
thews’ 321.10 — and 3-meter 
competition, were Sam Tam-
borski’s 319.75 stands at the 
top of the leaderboard.

Junior Claire Park ranks 
seventh on the 1-meter with 
a 289.15. 

During the season, the 
Hawkeye women amassed a 
dual meet record of 6-4 (3-3), 
placing them eighth in the 
Big Ten out of 13 teams. 

At last year’s conference 
meet, the Hawkeye’s fin-
ished 10th in the field in 
Bloomington, Indiana, but 
with a new group of talent-
ed freshmen and more ex-
perienced upperclassmen, 
this year should yield better 

results.
“I’m excited to see what we 

can go out and do this year,” 
Fluit said. “We want to move 
up in the rankings and, of 
course, it would also be great 
to do well individually.”

Head coach Marc Long is 
excited to see his group test-
ed against top competition, 
following a long season pre-
paring for the meet.

“We want everyone to step 
up and have their best per-
formance,” Long said. “This 
has been a rapidly develop-
ing group and a confident 
group all season, so we’re 
just excited to put them in 
the situation to race against 
some of the world’s best 
swimmers.”

wa. Then I came here, and I 
threw a punch, and I almost 
got kicked out of practice. 
Then I was like, ‘Oh, you’re not 
supposed to throw punches.’”

Moody’s most notable 
achievement of this season 
came during a dual at Mich-
igan State. He wrestled in 
relief of No. 2 Alex Marinelli 
at 165-pounds and earned his 

first career Big Ten win via 9-5 
decision over Austin Hiles.

Glosser and Turk also found 
success on a big stage for the 
Hawkeyes this year at the 
Midlands Championships in 
the 149-pound bracket. Gloss-
er made the tournament’s 
quarterfinals, and Turk ad-
vanced to the semifinals.

Iowa’s 2020 class of seniors 
is highlighted by Paul Glynn, 
Cash Wilcke, and Pat Lugo. 
Lugo is currently the only se-
nior wrestler in Iowa’s regu-
lar lineup. The Homestead, 

Florida, native is ranked sec-
ond nationally at 149-pounds 
boasting a 17-1 record this 
year. He is 40-10 on his career 
as a Hawkeye.

Wilcke and Glynn have 
played integral roles in Iowa’s 
lineup in past years.  before 
the arrival of All-American 
Austin DeSanto, Glynn was 
a regular in Iowa’s lineup 
during its 2017-18 campaign.

Glynn has contributed to 
three duals this year for Io-
wa. He won his match against 
U-T Chattanooga’s Wade 

Cummings by decision, 11-7. 
He then acquired a confer-
ence win, defeating Michi-
gan State’s Garrett Pepple via 
9-4 decision. Glynn is 4-3 this 
season and 28-24 across his 
career.

Wilcke has also hit the 
mat in a few duals for the 
Hawkeyes this season, go-
ing 1-2. His two losses came 
against ranked opponents 
at different weights. Wil-
cke fell to No. 1 Kollin Moore 
at 197-pounds against Ohio 
State. Wilcke was also van-

quished by No. 20 Johnny Se-
bastian at 184-pounds against 
Wisconsin.

The Battle Creek, Iowa, 
product qualified for NCAA 
National Championships 
during his first three years at 
Iowa. He did so at 197-pounds 
during his freshman and 
sophomore seasons, then fol-
lowed that with an appear-
ance at 184-pounds in 2018-
19. Wilcke was the 197-pound 
Midlands Champion in 2017 
and has a 75-32 career record.

Their time as Hawkeyes is 

winding down, but the bond 
these wrestlers have formed 
during their time in the Black 
and Gold is as strong as ever.

“When you’re in those 
workouts and it’s tough as 
nails and you’re doing them 
as a team and you’re looking 
around, it’s hell at the time,” 
Glynn said. “But once you’re 
done, you get together and 
talk about how hard it was and 
you kind of laugh about it, be-
cause it sucks so bad. I think 
it really built our camaraderie, 
especially in our class."
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David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Iowa swimmer Allyssa Fluit swims the 200 freestyle during a swim meet 
against the University of Northern Iowa and Western Illinois University 
on Feb. 1, 2019.

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 8

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 8

SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM 8



Huang to compete in 
Winter Cup

Junior Iowa gymnast Bennett 
Huang will compete in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, Feb. 20-22 for 
the Winter Cup, the qualifying 
event for the 2020 U.S. Gymnas-
tics Championships. Athletes 
in attendance will compete to 

qualify for the 
2020 Olympic 
Team Trials.

The Winter Cup 
Challenge will 
also culminate 
in the selection 
of the Senior 
National Team, 
which will be 
announced 
following the 

competition.
There are a total of 42 gym-

nasts from 19 teams slotted 
to compete at the Winter Cup. 
Huang will be rotating with 
Squad E, which consists of six 
other competitors.

Huang previously competed 
at the event in 2019. He tied 
for fifth on floor with his 
two-session score of 27.750. 
Huang finished 18th on pommel 
horse (24.550), 14th on the vault 
(27.100), 21st on the parallel 
bars (22.700), and 18th on the 
high bar (25.050).

Zeitler finishes in top 
10 at Allstate Sugar 
Bowl

Iowa freshman Lea Zeitler tied 
for eighth place with a score of 
215 (-4) as she 
led the Hawkeyes 
to a 13th-place 
finish at the All-
state Sugar Bowl 
on Tuesday.

The Hawkeyes 
finished the 
tournament with 
a team score of 
915 (+39).

“Lea is com-
posed and sticks to a simple 
process,” Iowa women’s golf 
head coach Megan Menzel said 
in a release. “She works very 
hard and this allows her to be 
calm and know that she is ready 
for the tournament. She invites 
and accepts challenges that 
each event brings and we are 
all excited for her career-best 
finish this week.”

Zeitler’s final score is her col-
legiate-best through 54 holes. 
She carded 13 birdies.

Men’s golf finishes 10th 
at Puerto Rico Classic

The Iowa men’s golf team 
finished Tuesday’s final round 
of the Puerto Rico Classic with 
the fourth lowest team score of 
the day at the par-72 Rio Mar 
Country Club River Course.

Iowa posted a four-under-par 
(284) in Tuesday’s third round 
and finished the tournament in 
10th place with a 54-hole total 
of two-over-par (866).

The Hawkeyes finished 16 
strokes better than No. 27 Ten-
nessee and Ohio State, and nine 
strokes ahead of Maryland.

BY CHRIS WERNER
christopher-werner@uiowa.edu

For the first time in 12 seasons, Iowa City and 
the Hawkeyes will host the Big Ten women’s 
swimming and diving championships. 

The four-day event — running from Wednes-
day to Saturday — will be the final contest at the 
Campus Recreation and Wellness Center for the 
Hawkeye seniors. 

Hannah Burvill, Allyssa Fluit, Meghan Hackett, 
Samantha Sauer, and Thelma Strandberg will all 

make their final appearances at the CRWC.
Burvill is hoping to go out on top. 
She holds the Big Ten’s top time of the season 

in the 200-free, tallying a 144.92 at the Minneso-
ta Invitational in December. The time was good 
enough to earn the top spot in the conference this 
season but Burvill’s school record in that event, 
a 144.42 set back at the 2018 Big Ten Champion-
ships, is in her sights this week. 

“I would like to improve my 200 [free],” Burvill 

BY LUCY LIAUTAUD
lucy-liautaud@uiowa.edu

Numerous first-place finishes, career bests, 
and Iowa leaderboard-shattering marks have the 
Hawkeye track and field teams poised to com-
pete for a conference title Feb. 28 at the 2020 Big 
Ten Indoor Championships.

The men’s and women’s coaching staffs are 
keen on it.

“I feel good about where both of the men’s and 
women’s programs are, and I think we’re setting 
ourselves up for a good championship phase of 
our season,” Iowa Director of Track and Field 
Joey Woody said. “We’re in that mode of getting 
ready for Big Ten Championships, so just try-

ing to keep everybody healthy 
and keep progressing, but I feel 
pretty good about where we’re at 
right now.”

Iowa has only one more meet 
before traveling to Geneva, 
Ohio, for the conference cham-
pionships.

Associate Head Coach Clive 
Roberts shared Woody’s mindset about where 
the Hawkeyes are at as a team heading into the 
championship season.

“I think the regular season has been kind of 
like most seasons,” Roberts said. “You have your 
ups, you have your downs. You know, I think 
things are moving in the right direction as we 
approach the championship season. We’ve come 
together as a team, and I think things are look-
ing up.”

BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu 

The end of the regular season is now in sight for 
Iowa wrestling. The Hawkeyes will close their 2019-
20 campaign at Carver-Hawkeye Arena against 
Oklahoma State.

The dual will also mark the end of the road for 
eleven Hawkeye seniors. Most of those 11 are not 
slated to compete Feb. 23, but all will be honored.

The class includes the likes of Jeremiah Moody, 

Jeren Glosser, and Vince Turk. All three have been 
with the Iowa wrestling program for five years.

Moody nearly lost his opportunity to wrestle at 
Iowa as quickly as he got it after instigating a fight 
at one of his first practices as a Hawkeye.

“I remember being in high school, and I would 
like get really intense in practice, and I would, like, 
want to fight [opponents],” Moody said. “I had this 
misconception that you could fight your guy at Io-
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

Iowa hosts pool of talent

Hawkeye seniors to 
be honored Sunday
Iowa’s 11 Hawkeye wrestling seniors have embraced the grind 
during their time in the Black and Gold, and they will be honored 
Feb. 23 at Carver-Hawkeye Arena.

After finishing high at the Big 
Ten Championships in the 
spring, Iowa track and field is 
ready for another shot.

SEE WRESTLING,  7 SEE TRACK, 7

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's 133-pound Paul Glynn wrestles UTC's Wade Cummings during a wrestling dual-meet between Iowa and Tennessee-
Chattanooga at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Nov. 17, 2019. 

Track 
optimistic 
ahead of 
Big Tens

SEE SWIMMING, 7

The Iowa women’s swimming and diving team will welcome the rest of the Big Ten to Iowa City for the 
annual conference championships. 

“[DeSanto] is not 
a circus act. People 
think it’s funny and 
they’re laughing, 
but when there’s 
a fist fight they’re 
the first ones to 
scatter.”

 —Iowa wrestling 
head coach 
Tom Brands on 
keeping Austin 
DeSanto level-
headed

QUOTE OF THE DAY

STAT OF THE DAY

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2020

1. Iowa
2. Penn State
3. Ohio State
4. Arizona State
5. Wisconsin
6. Princeton
7. Minnesota
8. Oklahoma State
9. Northwestern
10. Nebraska

DIVISION I WRESTLING 
RANKINGS

Woody

Huang

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa swimmer Hannah Burvill rests after finishing her race during the Hawkeye Invitational swim meet at the Campus Recreation and Wellness Center on Nov. 15, 2018.

• What: Big Ten Women's Swimming 
and Diving Championships

• Where: Campus Recreation and 
Wellness Center

• When: Wednesday-Saturday
• TV: BTN Plus

WOMEN'S BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIPS

Zeitler

9
Iowa wrestling's lineup 
features

wrestlers ranked in the top 
five at their weight class.
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