
UI Ph.D. candidate Lisa 
Covington recognized for 
her advocacy
After only four years in Iowa, Lisa 
Covington has been awarded the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Achievement 
Award for her advocacy for people 
of color in the community. From 
creating and directing her own 
programs, to becoming a Ph.D can-
didate, Covington says she works 
for equity and liberation for people 
of color in Iowa City community.

Daily Iowan wins Iowa 
Newspaper of the Year
The Daily Iowan was named the 
Iowa Newspaper Association’s 
2020 Newspaper of the Year Feb. 7 
in its statewide contest, marking 
the first time the DI has received 
the organization’s top honor since 
1981. 

Listen inside caucus night
The Daily Iowan’s politics podcast 
— The Cloakroom — takes you 
inside caucus night on an audio 
tour of student-heavy precincts. 
Listen at dailyiowan.com, on Spo-
tify, Apple Podcasts, or wherever 
you listen. 

Wrestling topples 
Michigan in Ann Arbor
Iowa wrestling clinched a share 
of the Big Ten regular season 
title with a 27-9 dual meet victory 
over Michigan in Ann Arbor. The 
Hawkeyes dominated the matchup 
on the scorecard, but head coach 
Tom Brands believes the lopsided 
score doesn’t do the intensity of 
the match justice.

Hawkeyes steam past 
Boilermakers
Ten of the Big Ten’s 14 teams are 
either ranked or receiving votes, 
meaning the Hawkeyes need to 
lock in for their final nine games 
if they want to secure a high seed 
for the conference tournament.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.
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The Daily Iowan
24 hours for $2.87 million 

BY RIN SWANN
corinne-swann@uiowa.edu

Dressed in multicolored T-shirts, a mass of 
dancers, children, and families entered the IMU 
at 7 p.m. Feb. 7. Twenty-four hours later, Dance 
Marathon 26 participants emerged having raised 
$2.87 million for pediatric cancer patients. 

The University of Iowa Dance Marathon’s 
Big Event capped a year of fundraising for the 
UI Stead Family Children’s Hospital. Dancers 
gave up caffeine, sleep, and sitting down as they 
danced to fundraise for children and families af-
fected by pediatric cancer. 

In its first year, Dance Marathon raised 
$31,000. In 2018, it raised a record-breaking $3 
million, and Dance Marathon 25 raised $2.9 mil-

lion last academic year.
Dancers raised a minimum of $500 to participate 

in the event and leadership members raised more 
than $1,000. The majority of fundraising came from 
social media and other donors, as previously report-
ed by The Daily Iowan.

By the conclusion of Dance Marathon 26, the or-
ganization had raised more than $30 million over 
the course of its 26 years. 

“My mom had cancer and she passed away in 
2013,” second-year dancer Maddie Weber said. “I re-
member when I was in elementary school, I always 
remember that she would be making care packages 
for the Children’s Hospital … And I think, once I had 
seen my mom go through that and knowing how 
that affects the families, from my personal stand-
point, I want to give back to the families that way.”

This year, multiple dancers were unable to attend 
because of illnesses, as Dance Marathon took place 
during flu season, said Dance Marathon Recruit-
ment and Retention Director McKayla Mix. Dancers 
who were feeling unwell were encouraged to not 
attend.

“People at home are still able to fundraise, 
even if they aren’t here today,” Mix said. “Even 
if they don’t get their $500 minimum, they can 
still continue to push however far they can. We 
just encourage, whether they have the flu or not, 
if they are feeling some sort of sickness or symp-
toms, we encourage them not to come as there 
are immune-compromised kids and families 
here.”

SEE UIDM, 3

After 24 hours of dancing, remembering, and fundraising, University of Iowa Dance Marathon 26 raised 
more than $2.87 million for the UI Stead Family Children’s Hospital. 

BY JULIA SHANAHAN AND CALEB MCCULLOUGH
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

After updating data from 55 precincts across the state, 
the Iowa Democratic Party released results on Sunday 
showing former South Bend, Indiana mayor Pete Butt-
igieg leading the delegate count a week after caucus 
night.

Buttigieg was allocated 14 national delegates, followed 
by independent senator from Vermont Bernie Sanders 
with 12, Democratic senator from Massachusetts Eliza-
beth Warren with eight, and former vice president Joe 
Biden with six. The Sanders campaign plans to request 

a partial recanvass of results to ensure the results were 
added up correctly according to the Associated Press.

The IDP is allowing presidential campaigns to re-
quest a recanvass of results if there are inconsistencies 
between the data reported and the data recorded by pre-
cinct chairs at caucus sites. The IDP extended the dead-
line from Feb. 7 noon to Monday noon.

Because of errors in calculating results, the AP, which 
typically analyzes election results and calls a winner, is 
not calling a winner from the Iowa caucuses, along with 
The New York Times. The AP is also not allocating the ad-

BY RACHEL SHILKE
rachel-shilke@uiowa.edu

The Robert A. Lee Community Recreation 
Center recently launched its new “Maker 
Space,” a three-month interactive program 
where K-12 students experience the collabo-
ration of art and science hands-on without the 
pressure of a traditional school environment.

The center’s Coordinator of Special Events 
Erica Dodge said the space was special because 
it allows kids to explore while they are learning. 
Kids can participate in activities ranging from 
learning about explosions to examining Iowa 
State University’s insect zoo.

The programming will run from 2-4 
p.m. Thursdays and Saturdays for three 
months between Jan. 25 and April 25.

“It’s a free space where kids can ex-
plore through doing,” Dodge said. “I 
believe this is a big shift in the education 
world, where there are rigid structures 
and set principles, and that can strangle 
a child’s ability to create.”

Dodge said the space promotes STEAM: 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art 

Space 
mixes 
science, 
art

SEE CANDIDATES, 2

Iowa Dems allocate Buttigieg 
highest state delegate count

SEE MAKER SPACE, 2

Iowa Democrats awarded Pete Buttigieg two more delegates than 
Bernie Sanders and extended its deadline to request a recanvass.

The Robert A. Lee 
Community Recreation 
Center has launched its 
new “Maker Space,” an 
interactive program for 
children to explore their 
creativity with hands-on 
scientific experiments.

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Campaign volunteers wait for delegates to be announced during the caucus at the Iowa Memorial Union on Feb. 3.
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The final total is shown during  Dance Marathon 26 in the IMU on Feb. 8.
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ditional delegate to Buttigieg 
that the IDP reported Sunday.

"Prior to reporting the to-
tals, the IDP shared with each 
campaign the analysis of the 
submissions and any result-
ing corrections," the IDP said 
in a news release on Sunday. 
"Corrections were made when 
the reported precinct numbers 
were inconsistent with the 
precinct’s official results, as 
signed by the precinct chair, 
secretary, and representatives 
of presidential campaigns."

According to IDP internal 
emails, the party will not be cor-
recting errors on official hand-
written tally sheets from individ-
ual precincts. An IDP lawyer said 
in an email to state central com-
mittee members that the math 
must not be changed to ensure 
the integrity of the process.

Inconsistencies have been 
found between final results 
posted by the party and results 
from precincts' tally sheets by 
journalists, Iowa caucusgoers, 
and party members. There 
were several rule changes to 
the caucusing process this year 
that added confusion to how 
delegates were to be allocated.

Since caucus night Feb. 3, the 
party has been checking paper 
records to results reported by 
volunteers using an app or a 
phone line. The IDP said Feb. 8 
that it reviewed and corrected 
inconsistencies in 55 precincts 
out of the 1,765 in the state, 95 of 
which had been under review.

If a candidate does request 
a recanvass, it would involve 
Iowa Democratic Party work-
ers manually reviewing each 

of the more than 1,700 precinct 
site worksheets and match-
ing them against the reported 
results. After Democratic Na-
tional Committee Chairman 
Tom Perez called for the 
Hawkeye State’s Democratic 
Party to conduct a recanvass 
on Twitter on Feb. 6, the head 
of the Iowa Democratic Party 
Troy Price told news media 
Feb. 7 that the party would ad-
here to its delegate-selection 
plan and conduct a recanvass 
only at a candidate’s request.

He also said an “investigation” 
would be completed about what 
went wrong on caucus night, but 
didn’t give a time frame for when 
that investigation would be done.

“This review is completely 
independent of myself, or the 
executive director of the par-
ty, our vice chairs, our caucus 
director and staff of the Iowa 
Democratic Party,” he said. 

and Mathematics. The STEAM 
concept differs from the more 
commonly known STEM learn-
ing, she said, because it adds an 
art component to the lessons and 
allows for students to go beyond 
the given expectations and ex-
pand their creativity.

“Art comes through in every-
thing we do,” Dodge said. “The 
Maker Space allows children to 
embrace creativity from all kinds 
of angles. A lot of childhood is ex-
ploring, testing, and experiment-
ing. That’s how we learn, and in a 
way, that is science.”

The space holds free events 
every Tuesday and Saturday, 
“Open Maker Space” time, 
where children come and take 
advantage of the hands-on ex-
periments and kits the space 
provides, she added.

The coordinators of the 
Maker Space plan to keep the 
programming free and rely 
financially on awards and do-
nations from multiple orga-
nizations and companies in-
stead. The organization would 
consider shifting its funding 
sources in order to cover basic 
costs, but as of now, there is no 
plan to do so, said Nature and 
Science Coordinator Nancey 
Pope wrote in an email to The 
Daily Iowan. 

The Maker Space also has 
special “STEAM Saturdays” on 
the third or fourth Saturday of 
every month, where the space 
will bring in shows or individu-
als from other science organiza-
tions or centers, and members of 
the community can participate. 
The space will run up until the 
Earth Fest on April 25, ending the 

space’s season, Dodge said.
The overall goal of the Maker 

Space is to create an open and 
inviting environment that can 
support a wide range of ages 
and abilities, Pope said. 

“We are giving families the 
opportunity to gather, share 
ideas, make new friends, and 
develop new hobbies,” she said.

Parents can also benefit from 
the space either by participating in 
the activities or finishing up work 
they need to do while their child is 
busy exploring, Dodge said.

City of Iowa City Special 
Projects Assistant and parent 
Jack Brooks said that he enjoys 
the space because it brings the 
community together, and he can 
strike up a conversation with 
other parents while his daughter 
conducts science experiments. 

“It’s nice to have a free pro-
gram that can get you and your 
child out into the community 
where they are doing some-
thing that feels like play, but 
is also a science experiment,” 
Brooks said.

Brooks said he also likes the 
flexibility that the Maker Space 
provides.

“The space allows a lot of free-
dom, and kids can learn on their 
own and at their own pace,” he said.

The concept of gathering and 
trying something out of the or-
dinary is the very essence of the 
Maker Space. Dodge empha-
sized that not every child has 
to complete their activities the 
same way, which she said is one 
unique aspect of the space.

“You can use other realms to 
understand science,” she said. 
“It doesn’t have to be 100 percent 
technical all the time. It’s trying 
to connect kids who really like 
art and using their creative side 
and show them, ‘Oh, I can do sci-
ence, too.’ It is art, it is creative.”
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MAKER SPACE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

GOING... GOING... GONG

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Dancers hit a gong during Dance Marathon 26 at the IMU on Feb. 8.

CANDIDATES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The Daily Iowan named 
Newspaper of the Year
The Iowa Newspaper Association honored The Daily Iowan with its top award in the statewide 2020 Better Newspaper Contest.

BY DI STAFF
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

The Daily Iowan was named 
the Iowa Newspaper Associa-
tion’s 2020 Newspaper of the 
Year Feb. 7 in its statewide con-
test, marking the first time the 
DI has received the organiza-
tion’s top honor since 1981. 

Overall, the University of Io-
wa’s independent student-run 
newspaper brought home more 
than 40 awards, including 18 
first-place awards against daily 
newspapers with a circulation 
less than 10,000. 

“We're thrilled to be recog-
nized as the Newspaper of the 
Year,” DI Publisher Jason Brum-
mond said. “This is truly an im-
pressive accomplishment for our 
student journalists, who compete 
for these awards against pro-
fessional newspapers across the 
state of Iowa. We have a talented 
and dedicated staff who balance 
newsroom assignments with 
classwork to deliver important 
news and storytelling to the UI 
community and beyond.”

Editor-in-Chief Marissa 
Payne said the DI's recognition 
was a testament to the news-
room staff’s hard work, profes-
sionalism, and dedication to 
producing quality journalism. 

“For more than 150 years, the 
DI has been a strong training 
ground for students to learn 
how to be journalists,” Payne 
said. “While we work in this 
learning laboratory, we are re-
al journalists doing real work 
— investigating the UI admin-
istration, covering city council 
meetings, asking important 
questions of Iowa politicians, 
and documenting all Hawk-
eye sports. I’m so proud of our 
historic achievement, but the 
ultimate honor is the work we 
do every day as the UI’s paper of 
record informing the Hawkeye 
and Iowa City communities.”

Payne and 2019 graduate 
Gage Miskimen were editors 
during the contest period.

Payne won the Harrison 
"Skip" Weber Investigative 
Reporting award for her April 
2019 scoop on the UI's nearly $4 

million change order to replace 
Cedar Rapids construction firm 
Modern Piping with another 
bidder as a subcontractor on the 
Pharmacy Building project.

Creative Director Katina Ze-
ntz was awarded three citations, 
earning first place for Best News 
Feature Photo for capturing a 
moment between a parent and 
child at golden hour while sitting 
at Molly’s Cupcakes as well as 
first- and second-place finishes 
for Best Slideshow.

Politics Editor Julia Shanah-
an’s reporting on the fatal cost 
of rising insulin prices and how 
2020 presidential campaigns are 
engaging with minority voters 
in the first-in-the-nation caucus 
state earned her first place for 
Best News Story and Best News 
Feature Story, respectively.

Other notable highlights 
included winning Best News-
paper Website for the fourth 
year in a row and sweeping 
first, second, and third for Best 
Personality Feature Story, Best 
Sports Photo, Best Video, and 
Best Slideshow.

The DI earned first in the 
following categories:
• General Excellence
• Coverage of Education
• Coverage of Agriculture
• Best Newspaper Website
• Best News Story 

– Julia Shanahan
• Best Personality Feature Story 

– Kit Fitzgerald
• Best News Feature Story 

– Julia Shanahan
• Best Sports Feature 

– David Harmantas
• Best Video 

– Roman Slabach
• Best Slideshow 

– Katina Zentz
• Best News Feature Photo 

– Katina Zentz
• Best Sports Photo 

– Ryan Adams
• Best Editorial Page
• Best Feature Page
• Best Newspaper Marketing
• Best Ad Featuring Grocery, 
Food or Entertainment
• Best Ad Featuring Professional 
Service
• Best Ad Idea for a Community 
Promotion or Event

The Newspaper of the 
Year is presented to the 
newspaper that accumu-
lates the highest point total 
from placing first, second, 
or third in select categories 
in the association’s annual 
Better Newspaper Contest. 
Member newspapers sub-

mit thousands of entries in 
news, writing, advertising, 
and digital categories.

The Virginia Press Associ-
ation judged more than 3,300 
entries in Iowa’s 2020 Better 
Newspaper Contest, which 
took place at the Des Moines 
Marriott Downtown.

Contributed
DI staff members hold first-place plaques and the 2020 Newspaper of 
the Year award to celebrate earning the Iowa Newspaper Association’s 
top honor at the association’s annual awards convention at the Des 
Moines Marriott Downtown on Feb. 7. The achievement marks the first 
time the DI has won Newspaper of the Year since 1981.

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Democratic Party Chair Troy Price discusses the Iowa caucuses in an interview for The Daily Iowan at 
Prairie Lights on May 5, 2019.



Events throughout the 24 
hours included an awards 
ceremony, Kiddo Gradua-
tion, family speakers, and 
the “Dancing in our Hearts” 
video — which commemo-
rated Dance Marathon chil-
dren who died from cancer. 

The Big Event concluded 
with the reveal of the final 
tote board, which showed 
that the organization raised 
$2,879,755.26 for its 26th 
year. 

“I have seen so ma-
ny families fight cancer,” 

Dance Marathon Execu-
tive Director Allie Stutting 
said. “I have volunteered 
in our Children’s Hospital 
for three years now in our 
cancer unit and all I know 
is that a number isn’t what 
makes a child smile, it’s the 
miracles that you’re able to 
deliver them through that 
number. And for me, I never 
think that a number defines 
success. It doesn’t. We’re 
raising millions of dollars. 
And I’m pretty dang proud 
of that.”

In the final hours of the 
event, long-time Dance 
Marathon family member 
Lindsay Oliver spoke about 
why the event means so 

much to her and why she 
continues to attend. She 
said her family has been 
involved with the organi-
zation for 21 years and this 
was the family’s 20th Big 
Event.

“My sister, she was diag-
nosed with Neuroblastoma 
and she was able to come to 
one Dance Marathon before 
she passed,” Oliver said. 
“And she thought this was 
the best thing she could ev-
er go to or be at and it was 
wonderful and brought her 
so much joy. It’s helped our 
family so much through the 
years with coping and help-
ing other families cope with 
their loss.” 
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Lisa Covington recognized for advocacy 
for communities of color in Iowa City  
Lisa Covington recently received the Martin Luther King Jr. Achievement Award for her advocacy and work for equity and 
liberation of African Americans and people of color in Iowa City. 
BY KAITLIN LANG
kaitlin-lang@uiowa.edu

When she started her first 
year at Clarion University of 
Pennsylvania, Lisa Covington 
worked at a Clarion women’s 
center where she discovered 
a passion that would carry on 
into the rest of her life — un-
derstanding and addressing the 
many forms of inequity in the 
world. 

Today, as a Ph.D. candidate 
in sociology at the University of 
Iowa, she said that passion has 
blossomed into something she 
never imagined. 

Covington recently became 
one of five Iowans awarded 
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Achievement Award given to 
individuals whose work contin-
ues to bolster the goals of civil 
rights activists like King. 

“There are not a lot of people 
like Dr. King and so I think the 
work that he did in communi-
ties for equity and addressing 
oppression ... oftentimes we 

miss that, and so I think receiv-
ing the award is just really hum-
bling and an honor to receive 
something in the name of a 
man who fought for equity and 
justice his entire life,” Covington 
said. “And we’re still waiting for 
equity and justice now.” 

During the four years she’s 
been in the area, the Pittsburgh 
native has worked through 
graduate school while also ded-
icating herself to several organi-
zations and projects  focused on 
empowering and liberating peo-
ple of color in the community. 

A local project that quickly 
caught Covington’s eye was 
Humanize My Hoodie, started 
in late 2017 by Jason Sole and 
Andre Wright to humanize 
people of color — especially 
African American men — in 
hoodies. Sole met Covington 
at presentation he was giving, 
and the two clicked. From the 
project’s inception, the found-
ers say they knew that they 
wanted her involved. 

“Her work ethic, her com-

passion for people who are suf-
fering, her drive is remarkable,” 
Co-Founder Jason Sole said. “I 
definitely want that lifted up. 
She’s an amazing black woman 
and she’s putting in the work out 
here to change things. I’m excited 
to see what she’s going to be in the 
next three to five years because 
she’s growing at a rapid rate.”

Covington also became con-
nected to G!World, a group 
centered around mentorship 
and empowerment of young 
women of color, and Sanko-
fa Outreach Connection, an 
organization built to support 
fellow women of color, through 
their founders RaQuishia Har-
rington and LaTasha DeLoach.

“They kind of encouraged 
me to become involved and so I 
did and I was just really grateful 
to be welcomed by these wom-
en, to be involved with an or-
ganization [Sankofa Outreach 
Connection] that they founded 
and started for young women 
of color,” Covington said. 

Teresa Mangum, director of 

the Obermann Center for Ad-
vanced Studies, said the center 
appreciates Covington’s com-
mitment to working as a senior 
fellow and graduate student, as 
well as her commitment to mak-
ing the community around her a 
welcoming place for all.

“I certainly think she is a 
person that has a lot to offer,” 
Mangum said. “She’s really 
interested in children’s educa-
tion, in helping kids both ex-
press their sense of how to be-
long to a community but also of 
helping kids think about how to 
negotiate with other kids from 
varied communities.” 

Her most recent project is di-
recting the Ethnic Studies Lead-
ership Academy, a five-month 
program starting in mid-Febru-
ary, which she said is a direct re-
sponse to a community request 
for an ethnic studies course. 

She said the program’s cur-
riculum will focus on teaching 
young women of color in mid-
dle school and high school how 
to use digital tools to commu-

nicate their ideas and experi-
ences around power dynamics, 
oppression, and privilege.

“I know the reason for doing 
empowerment work for youth 
of color is liberation,” Coving-

ton said. “And so, liberation 
meaning that you can be free to 
be who you are all the time and 
know your history, know where 
you come from, and know that 
you come from a great legacy.”

UIDM
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Dancers participate in power hour during Dance Marathon 26 in the IMU on Feb. 8.
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A week removed from the 
Iowa caucuses, and we’re still 
in disarray.

Many Democrats remain 
outraged by the Iowa Demo-
cratic Party’s actions, includ-
ing those who competed for 
support in the caucuses. Rep. 
Tulsi Gabbard of Hawaii has 
called for Democratic Na-
tional Committee Chair Tom 
Perez to resign. Even former 
Vice President Joe Biden has 
cast doubt on the results.

With a mess this bad, it 
makes sense that many people 
would start creating conspira-

cy theories about what “really” 
happened. While these claims 
are definitionally unfounded, 
they have the potential to un-
ravel the party’s primary mis-
sion of defeating President 
Trump. One of the theories 
has found particular traction 
online: #MayorCheat.

When the conspiracy 
theory was made

#MayorCheat was trend-
ing on Twitter in wake of the 
mayhem. Allegations circulat-
ed that former South Bend, 
Indiana Mayor Pete Buttigieg 
— who in a razor-thin margin 
against Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
I-Vt., received more state del-
egate equivalents in the Iowa 
caucuses — was somehow 
involved with planning the 
breakdown of the app to slith-
er his way into winning the 
Hawkeye State.

I’m usually the last person to 
get on board with a conspiracy 

theory. I’m a journalist; I need 
claims to have evidence before 
jumping to conclusions. But 
given the stakes of the caucus-
es, I looked into the “Buttigieg 
stole Iowa” hypothesis.

How it works
It starts with the app. The Io-

wa Democratic Party commis-
sioned campaign technology 
company Shadow Inc. (literally 
a shady name) to build an app 
that would digitize the caucus 
precinct reporting system.

According to Federal Elec-
tion Commission filings, 
the Buttigieg campaign paid 
Shadow twice for a total of 
$42,500. The filing descrip-
tion of both payments says  
the money was for “software 
rights and subscriptions.”

Shadow was also paid by a 
super PAC (every good con-
spiracy theory needs a super 
PAC) called For Our Future. 
According to the Open Secrets 

report on the group, For Our 
Future has not contributed 
to a party or campaign in the 
2019-20 cycle. It’s just sitting 
there, hoarding money for 
some vague, nefarious reason.

And if that isn’t convincing, 
Shadow’s CEO worked on the 
presidential campaign for for-
mer Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton. See? It all works to-
gether. See?

Why it doesn’t
If the above theory seems 

a little rabbithole-ish and 
doesn’t really make sense, 
that’s because it doesn’t.

In those same FEC filings, 
one can see that another pres-
idential campaign also paid 
Shadow, this one for Biden.

Ah, another establishment 
figure trying to preserve the 
status quo. But if the “estab-
lishment” was trying to rig the 
election, wouldn’t they have 
done it to help Biden?

There’s also a third pres-
idential candidate who had 
a history with Shadow, Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand of New 
York. (It’s understandable if 
you forgot she ran for presi-
dent.) And Shadow has also 
done work with the Democrat-
ic state parties in Wisconsin, 
Nevada, and Texas.

It’s much more likely that 
Shadow is just another com-
pany. They were only given 
a couple of months to throw 
the app together, it wasn’t 
well-tested, and its flaws 
showed on caucus night. 

What it says about our 
struggling democracy

Obviously, random people 
online aren’t representative 
of the American public, but 
#MayorCheat gets at a deeper 
problem in our politics.

I’ve written before about 
the importance of competent 
election administration. It’s 

unacceptable that, for what-
ever reason, we didn’t have at 
least some official results on 
caucus night. Even though the 
Iowa Democrats’ failure was 
probably unintentional, it’s 
already done damage to our 
institutions.

Democracy only works with 
participation and trust.

Of course, we’re far from 
the sham elections in the So-
viet Union or Nazi Germany, 
but the U.S. needs all the legit-
imacy it can get. We live in a 
world where it’s clear Russia 
interfered in the 2016 presi-
dential election; there isn’t a 
lot of room for even the most 
honest mistakes.

Combine that with the cau-
cus chaos and the wariness 
many Democrats feel toward 
their party’s elite, and their 
disillusionment hardens.

A party this disorganized 
won’t defeat Trump. And that’s 
far scarier than any conspiracy 
theory.

Before I start, I don’t want to 
cast aspersions at specific indi-
viduals as I do not know what 
motivates them. However, a lot 
of the melodramatic social-me-
dia posts and myriad tribute 
columns mourning NBA star 
Kobe Bryant’s death seem like 
empty virtue signals. 

It’s so self-righteous. It’s as if 
they’re telling themselves and 
others, perhaps subconscious-
ly, “Look at me! I’m a good per-
son because I was among the 
first to make a profound state-
ment about this celebrity death 
on Twitter.” And that’s gross. 

Some of these social-me-
dia users make me wonder if 
they’ve ever experienced a neg-
ative emotion without grov-
eling for attention about it on 
social media.

The BBC was justifiably 
flooded with complaints for 
engaging in too much coverage 
of Bryant’s death. The endless 
parade of discussion panels on 
ESPN were excessive at best, 
and exploitative at worst.

I watched the beginning of 
the first Lakers’ game after the 
tragedy. It featured a round of 
pre-game festivities to com-
memorate him. Players wore 
jerseys with the two numbers 
Bryant played under, current 
top Laker LeBron James deliv-

ered an emotional speech, and 
Usher sang a weird rendition 
of “Amazing Grace.” Call me 
cynical, but I thought it was 
over the top.

Technology has enabled 
Western culture to gradually 
increase in its idolatry. I find it 
rather odd that someone can be 
completely devastated by the 
passing of an individual they’ve 
never met. I doubt trends such 
as #MambaMentality have do-
ne anything to comfort Bry-
ant’s grieving family members, 
who also have not been afford-
ed the proper time and space to 
cope with their loss.

The fact that some people in-
sist on pretending that Bryant 
was a flawless person is also a 
bit strange. He was credibly ac-
cused of rape by a 19-year-old 
woman in 2003, settled a civil 
lawsuit with her, and issued an 
apology. Washington Post report-
er Felicia Sonmez was briefly 
suspended from her job after 
tweeting the link to a Daily Beast 
story detailing the allegations.

Bryant was a phenomenal 
athlete who inspired millions 
of fans to strive for greatness 
both on and off the court, and 
my intention is not to detract 
from that. I was shocked and 
saddened when I found out 
about the passing of Bryant, 
his young daughter, and seven 
other lives on that helicopter. 

Yet, he was only human. No 
death justifies an entire week 
of breathless media attention.

The compulsive, posthu-
mous veneration of Bryant is 
not an anomaly. Deaths of pop 
stars such as Prince and pol-
iticians such as George H.W. 
Bush were treated in a similarly 
creepy fashion. 

The #RIP brigade of per-
petual public mourners don’t 
seem to fully comprehend 
that life is fleeting, and death 
is a natural part of the cycle. 
No one can escape it, not even 
celebrities. 

America would be a better 
place if more of its people ex-
pressed deeper appreciation 
for the family, friends, and 
neighbors who directly im-
prove their lives than super-
stars on their pedestal who 
don’t even know them. 
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Joking about individual deaths
is distasteful and inappropiate

THE DAILY IOWAN which has been serving the Uni-
versity of Iowa, Johnson County, and state of Iowa commu-
nities for over 150 years, is committed to fair and accurate 
coverage of events and issues concerning these areas. In 
an ever-changing media landscape, the DI realizes that an 
often contentious political climate – paired with the wide-
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cussions over some stories. Although these discussions are 
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ensure that our social media presence is free of discrimina-
tory remarks, and inaccurate representations of the commu-
nities we ardently serve.
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nally posted on dailyiowan.com or on the DI’s social media 
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be chosen for print publication when they are deemed to 
forward public discussion. They may be edited for length 
and style. 

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

BY RILEY MOORE
riley-moore@uiowa.edu

Novelist Kingsley Amis 
wrote, “Death has this much 
to be said for it: You don’t 
have to get out of bed for it.” 

His observation is about 
the end of life, general 
enough to be humorous to 
anyone. However, detailed 
comments on someone’s 
death are inflammatory.

This can be seen after the 
death of NBA superstar Kobe 

Bryant, who died in a heli-
copter crash alongside his 
daughter and seven others 
on Jan. 26. While the blades 
still spun, morbid comedian 
Ari Shaffir tweeted, “Kobe 
Bryant died 23 years too late 
today… What a great day!” 

Shaffir tried to defend 
himself later. “They’re just 
words. They’re jokes for 
fans.” 

Shaffir’s need to explain 
his remarks rings of Paul 
Noth’s cartoon depiction of 
God greeting newcomers at 
the gates of heaven, “Look if 
I have to explain the mean-
ing of existence, then it isn’t 
funny.”

When the joke intrudes 
on common decency, one 
should tread carefully, en-
suring the taboo being 
crossed is not diminishing 
well-being. Sincere or not, 
Shaffir’s lack of decency 
broadens the inquiry: How 
long should our moral timer 
run before engaging in jokes 
about the dead?

Of course, the dead can-
not take offense, personal-
ly or vicariously. But loved 
ones left behind feel a real 
emotional impact. One only 
needs to imagine a former 
Bryant teammate interrupt-
ing a room of damp eyes, 
“Kobe’s probably coaching 
God on proper footwork 
right now.”

There is a distinction be-
tween jokes about a dead 
man and jokes about the 
manner in which a man 
died. The latter is generally 
off the table in respect to 
comedic material. Perhaps 
the best compromise would 

be to figure out some guide-
lines for dark humor. For 
some, having guidelines at 
all defeats the purpose of 
comedy.

For example, a good so-
cietal rule concerning post-
humous humor could be to 
wait 24 hours before deliv-
ering a punchline. Comedi-
ans who post an egregious 
remark precisely 24 hours 
after the death of a revered 
figure ought to be met with 
the complaint, “You simply 
waited the required time, 
and are lacking any sense of 
common decency.”

I do not wish to conflate 
bad jokes with sinister ones. 
Shaffir’s inflammatory com-
ment lacked cleverness, 
sarcasm, and originality; 
however, these are traits of 
a poorly thought out quip, 
not a malevolent statement. 
The qualification for malev-
olence must transcend a na-
ivety of humor.

The celebration of losing a 
real-life superhero meets the 
criteria for villainy. Teasing 
dead celebrities is not the 
only concern. Many people 
have emotionally weighted 
personal accounts of passing 
relatives and friends. Pre-
sumably, those surrounding 
the deceased loved one have 
reservations about seeking 
the humorous aspect.

German communist lead-
er Eugen Leviné lightened 
the mood before being ex-
ecuted by a firing squad for 
his rebellion: “We’re all dead 
men on leave.” 

Humor is certainly an an-
tidote, but administer it with 
caution.
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COLUMN

#MayorCheat didn’t happen,
our democracy is still broken

There isn’t sufficient evidence that 
the Iowa caucuses were intentionally 
mismanaged, but the response to 
the mayhem reveals a much deeper 
problem in American politics.

ELIJAH HELTON
elijah-helton@uiowa.edu

Wally Skalij/Los Angeles Times/TNS
Los Angeles Lakers star Kobe Bryant pays homage to the fans at Staples 
Center Los Angeles in following the final game of his career on April 13, 2016.

The death of Kobe Bryant elicited a wide range of reactions from fans and media. 
Two weeks after the star’s passing, two DI columnists wrestle with the proper response to this sort of tragedy.

Obession over celebrities and 
their deaths has gone too far

JASON O’DAY
jason-oday@uiowa.edu
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Down, down, do your dance
Over the weekend, thousands of participants including dancers, family members, and leaders gathered to raise money for the 

patients being treated in the UI Stead Family Children’s Hospital. The organization raised $2.87 million for the kids. 

Clockwise from top left: Partipants dance during Power Hour at UI Dance Marathon 26 at the IMU on Feb. 8. 
(Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan) Max performs during the Dance Marathon Kiddo Talent Show on Feb. 8. (Me-
gan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan) Dance Marathon participants dance to the live performance by a ccapella 
group KAZUAL on Feb. 8. (Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan) Tessa DeWall (left) and Katelyn Kempkes hold their 
cut hair after getting their heads shaved on Feb. 8. (Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan) Graduates wait for Kiddo 
Graduation to begin on Feb. 8. (Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan) A member of the a cappella group KAZUAL 
high fives fans in the crowd on Feb. 8. (Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan)

NEWS 5
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ACROSS
 1 Leave empty
 7 Fellow
11 One of 17-, 18-, 37-, 60- or 62-Across
14 Saudi ___
15 Director Kazan
16 “Pick a card, ___ card”
17 July
18 May
20 Pistol, slangily
21 Upper-body garment that’s not
 tucked in
23 Surfeit
24 Source of solar energy
25 Trap
26 Zipped … or ripped
27 Like the waistband on underwear
30 ___ rule (typically)
32 The “p” of r.p.m.
33 Like driftwood or a has-been
35 Ill-tempered, as a baby

37 February
40 Rascal
43 Lessen
47 Gear tooth
48 Brain test, for short
51 More protected by a tree’s leaves
52 The “A” in DNA
54 Beat poet Ginsberg
56 Fall behind
57 Post-W.W. II alliance
58 ___ Gorbachev, former first lady of
 the Soviet Union
59 Hi-___ monitor
60 April
62 June
65 Termite look-alike
66 Mark left by a whip
67 Be successful in the end
68 Director Spike
69 Breyer’s competitor
70 Miserly

DOWN
1 Spelling of a word that’s not the
 usual: Abbr.
 2 Salad green
 3 Beach huts
 4 Not much
 5 Make a knot
 6 Part of Manhattan where the United
  Nations is located
 7 Actress Davis
 8 Upstate New York city south of the
  Finger Lakes
 9 Nephews’ counterparts
10 Part of a cigarette rating
11 Runs, as a horse
12 Puts up with
13 Genre of the Edgar Awards
19 Actor’s representative: Abbr.
22 Rough, as an 11-Across
24 Stitch
28 Phony
29 Home of Arizona State University
31 SAG-___ (Hollywood union)
34 Woodrow Wilson was the only U.S.
  president to have one
36 Not new
38 Noes’ opposites
39 Alcoholic drink that’s often flavored
  with fruit
40 Event ending in -gate
41 Illegal import from Colombia
42 Shake up
44 Airplane wing feature
45 Shell-less marine invertebrate
46 Unit of energy
49 Made, as an income
50 “With pleasure”
53 ___ Pérignon
55 Top 10s, e.g.
59 Hindu queen
61 Be in debt
63 “Let’s ___!” (cry after grace)
64 Hog’s home

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 2
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lost to No. 2 Mason Parris by 
fall in 4:31. Parris is 23-0 on 
the season, and Cassioppi suf-
fered his first loss of the year 
to bring his record to 15-1.

The six team points Cassi-
oppi surrendered proved to 
be inconsequential. Iowa had 
already claimed a 27-3 lead 
before the heavyweight bout 
started.

Prior to the heavyweight 
match, Michigan earned three 
team points at 133-pounds. 
Senior Paul Glynn lost by de-
cision, 7-5. Glynn has been 
pinch-hitting for the injured 
Austin DeSanto since Jan. 31.

Following Glynn’s loss, the 
dual was actually tied, 3-3. 
Another one of Iowa’s substi-
tutes broke the tie. Junior Car-
ter Happel dispatched Cole 
Mattin by decision, 7-4. Hap-
pel has now won two straight 
matchups in Big Ten duals.

The Lisbon, Iowa, native 

has almost become a regular 
in Iowa’s lineup. No. 9 Max 
Murin has not wrestled since 
Jan. 18. 

The appearance of Glynn 
and Happel came as no sur-
prise. Both were listed in Io-
wa’s probable lineups earlier 
in the week.

Cash Wilcke also popped 
up on the Hawkeyes’ probable 
lineup sheet on Feb. 5. Wilcke 
got the nod over true fresh-
man Abe Assad against the 
Wolverines.

The senior did not disap-

point, narrowly defeating No. 
20 Jelani Embre by decision, 
3-2.

Spencer Lee also won by 
decision for the first time this 
season. No. 19 Jack Medley 
gave the reigning 125-pound 
national champion his tough-
est test of the year. Medley 
forced Lee to wrestle into the 
third period for just the sec-
ond time in 2019-20.

Medley is the first oppo-
nent to prevent Lee from 
earning bonus points for his 
team this season.

While Lee did not find his 
typical array of bonus points, 
All-American Alex Marinelli 
and senior Michael Kemerer 
picked up the slack.

Marinelli scored a sea-
son-high 18 points in an 18-6 
major decision over Reece 
Hughes. Kemerer earned his 
third technical fall of the sea-
son, defeating Max Maylor, 
21-6.

A pair of top-10 wins round-
ed out the Hawkeyes’ victory 
Feb. 8. No. 2 Pat Lugo defeat-
ed No. 9 Kanen Storr by 2-0 

decision at 149-pounds, and 
No. 5 Kaleb Young beat No. 9 
Will Lewan, 7-3 at 157-pounds.

“Pat Lugo is a rider,” 
Brands said. “That guy held 
points, and Pat Lugo made 
him pay when he chose 
down. Kaleb Young was 
ready to go and hit some 
shots that were crisp. One 
more score there, and he can 
widen that gap.”

Iowa returns to Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 8 
for the first of its final two du-
als of the regular season.

groups by class. The juniors 
finished first, followed by 
the seniors and Tamborski’s 
sophomores in third. 

Normally, Tamborski’s ac-
tion comes off of the diving 
boards. 

Much of the meet was 
treated as a fun event, as it 
was the final swim before 
championship season. 

“It’s a totally different 
format,” Long said. “I mean, 
we mixed the relays up, but 
they are racing hard. You see 
some stuff like the fun relays 
at the end, where they’re re-
laxed and they’re putting up 
some pretty good times. It’s 
the final preparations as we 
head into Big Tens.”

Senior Forrest White en-

joyed the different format, 
breaking from the normal 
grind.

“This meet gives us a little 
break and lets us relax a lit-
tle bit,” White said. “But, it's 
great to see guys get up on 
the blocks and swim events 
they normally don't and still 
see them hit fast times."

The women’s conference 
meet will be held at the Cam-
pus Recreation and Wellness 
Center from Feb. 19-22, but 
for the seniors on the men’s 
team, Feb. 7 marked their 
last competitive swim in the 
home pool.  

The meet may have con-
cluded Iowa City native 
Will Scott’s career in the Io-
wa pool, but he insisted he 
would be back on the deck 
sometime down the road. 

“I’ll be back,” Scott said. “I 
know this isn’t the last time 
I’ll be on the deck, last time I 

swim in this pool. I don’t re-
ally get nostalgia that bad, so 
I know I’ll be back. Maybe its 
10 or 15 years, but I’ll be back.”

White, who was forced 
to miss nearly the first two 
months of the season with a 
back injury, was a little more 
reflective following the meet. 

“I wouldn’t change it for 
anything,” White said. “The 
feeling of getting to work 
hard with these guys is un-
believable. Even though it’s 
been a tough year, being 
injured and everything, ev-
ery day it’s a lot easier to 
get through it with such 
a strong and passionate 
team. I think the sky is the 
limit for us. Championship 
season is going to be really 
cool.”

The men’s squad will head 
to Bloomington, Indiana, 
for their Big Ten Champion-
ships from Feb. 26-29. 

great clock management.”
After trailing by seven ear-

ly, the Hawkeyes steamed 
back in the second quar-
ter to take a 39-33 lead into 
halftime. Iowa scored 28 of 
its points in the paint, and 
Czinano went 6-for-6 from 
the field. The lead was im-
pressive, considering the 
team didn’t hit a 3-point shot 
in the first half. 

The second half is what 
separated the teams. A 7-0 
run by the Hawkeyes forced 
the Boilermakers to call a 
timeout with 4:26 left in 
the third quarter with the 
Hawkeyes winning, 55-41. 

Though the Boilermakers 
made it close by the start 
of the fourth quarter, the 

Hawkeyes kept their lead 
locked throughout the final 
frame, even though they only 
led by two at one point. 

“Our defense was good, 
our communication was 
excellent, our focus was ex-
cellent,” Bluder said. “I am 
proud of our team for us 
to come here and give that 
much effort.”

Three-point shooting 
picked up for the Hawkeyes 
in the second half. Meyer, 
Doyle, and junior guard 
Alexis Sevillian all made two 
shots from deep. 

Defensively, the Hawkeyes 
held the Boilermakers’ lead-
ing scorer in check. Senior 
forward Ae’Rianna Harris, 
who averaged 13.3 points per 
game before Sunday, scored 
eight points while shooting 
2-of-9 from the field. 

On a day where the 
Hawkeyes shot great, the 

Boilermakers didn’t do as 
well, shooting 41.7 percent. 

“This was a great win for 
us, especially since we got 
down early,” Bluder said. 
“Our defense in the second 
quarter was outstanding. I 
love to see 23 assists on only 
10 turnovers, and we shot the 
ball well from every area ex-
cept the free throw line.”

This is the second game 
in a row where Iowa’s had 23 
assists.

Like other times before, 
the Hawkeyes didn’t need 
much scoring from their 
bench. Iowa’s starts contrib-
uted all but five of the Hawk-
eye points. 

The Hawkeyes are 20-4 
overall and 11-2 in the Big 
Ten. This is their fourth 
consecutive 20-win season 
and 13th under Bluder. They 
play in College Park at 5 p.m. 
Thursday against Maryland. 

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s 125-pound Spencer Lee wrestles Penn State’s Brandon Meredith during a wrestling dual meet between 
No. 1 Iowa and No. 2 Penn State at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Jan. 31. 

http://foriowa.org/student-opportunities
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BY CHRIS WERNER
christopher-werner@uiowa.edu

A dominant in-state vic-
tory and a win to rally after 
a defeat  — it was not a bad 
weekend for Iowa tennis.

The men’s and women’s 
teams were on the road this 
weekend for Iowa tennis. 
The men defeated Drake 
in Des Moines Feb. 7. The 
women fell to Minnesota 
that same day, but recov-
ered and topped Marquette 
on Feb. 8. 

The Hawkeye men 
blanked the Bulldogs, tally-
ing a 4-0 victory behind im-
pressive finishes across the 
board. 

“[Feb. 7] was a good  team 
win for us on the road,” head 
coach Ross Wilson said in a 
release. “We played well in 
all three doubles matches, 
which was key."

Iowa nabbed the doubles 
point as the team of junior 
Joe Tyler and freshman Matt 
Klegg won their match, 6-3, 
and the duo of senior Ka-
reem Allaf and sophomore 
Nikita Snezhko defeated 
their opponent, 6-2. 

In the singles portion of 
the dual, sophomore Oliver 
Okonkwo beat Drake’s Luka 
Jankovic for Iowa's first vic-
tory of the night in straight 
sets, 6-2, 6-1.

Allaf, ranked 53rd na-
tionally, won against Barny 
Thorold, 6-1, 6-1. Junior Will 
Davies  improved to 5-1 on 
the season and  added the 
final point for the Hawkeyes 
defeating  Evan  Fragistas, 
6-2,  6-2. The other matches 
were stopped before they 
could be completed, as Io-
wa had already clinched the 
overall win. 

For the women, Minneso-
ta was too much for Iowa on 
Feb. 7. The Golden Gophers 
defeated the Hawkeyes, 4-1, 
in Minneapolis. 

Minnesota took the dou-
bles point, beating Iowa in 
the first two doubles match-
es.  The Golden Gopher pair 
of Cammy Frei and Tiffany 
Huber defeated Michelle 
Bacalla  and Elise van Heu-
velen Treadwell. Then, Ekin 
Ercetin and Delila Said beat 
Iowa’s Ashleigh Jacobs and 
Danielle Bauers. Each match 
ended 6-4 for the hosts. 

Iowa collected a victory in 
one of the singles matches. 
On court four, Jacobs defeat-
ed Frei 6-3, 6-3. The Golden 
Gophers were victorious in 
the other three matches that 
were finished to claim the 
overall title. 

“We have had three very 
similar matches so far this 
season where we had the op-
portunity and didn't take it,” 
head coach Sasha Schmid 
said in a release. “We must 
change that around quickly. 
We have another big bat-
tle tomorrow against Mar-
quette.”

That, the Hawkeyes did.
Less than 24 hours re-

moved from the Minne-
sota defeat, the Hawkeyes 
changed their fortune 
against Marquette. 

Iowa beat the Golden Ea-
gles by a final of 4-1. 

Iowa took the second 
and third doubles matches, 
where Bauers and Jacobs, 
along with Danielle Burich 
and Samantha Mannix, beat 
their competition. 

Iowa finished off Mar-
quette by winning three 
of the four singles match-

es. Bauers, van Heuvelen 
Treadwell, and Burich all 
collected victories. 

"It's good for the group 
to get a win. We have been 
tested with tough oppo-
nents all on the road for the 

last six matches,” Schmid 
said in a release. “We are 
looking forward to build-
ing on today with a good 
week of practice and getting 
home for the next stretch of 
the season."

Up next, the men will face 
Middle Tennessee State at 6 
p.m. Feb. 14 in Iowa City. The 
women will battle with Old 
Dominion at the Hawkeye 
Tennis and Recreation Com-
plex earlier that day at 2 p.m.

Iowa tennis' weekend gets two wins
The women’s tennis team went 1-1 against its weekend opponents while the men's team defeated Drake in Des Moines.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's Kareem Allaf hits a forehand during a men's tennis match between Iowa and Nebraska-Omaha at the 
Hawkeye Tennis and Recreation Complex on Jan. 25.

http://www.hawkshop.com


Hawkeye track and 
field sets records in         
Nebraska, Indiana

They were only the second 
away meets of the indoor sea-
son, but the Meyo Invitational 
at Notre Dame and the Frank 
Sevigne Husker Invitational at 
Nebraska over the weekend 
proved that Iowa track could 
divide and conquer.

In Nebraska, the first men’s 
event of the 
meet — the 
heptathlon — 
finished with ju-
nior multi-event 
athlete Will Dan-
iels securing 
the gold (5,689 
points). Daniels 
also recorded 

additional per-
sonal bests in the 1000 meters 
(2:48.54) and pole vault (4.31).

“It felt great to compete in 
the heptathlon this weekend 
and finish with a new personal 
best,” Daniels said. “It was a 
long two days of competition, 
but there was a great group of 
guys in the field, and we were 
all pushing and encouraging 
each other through each event.

“I was really excited when I 
heard where my score currently 
stacks up in the Big Ten, but I 
know that the most important 
performances won't come until 
later this month at the Big Ten 
Championships.”

And that same effort rolled 
into the first women’s event of 
the weekend.

Senior multi-event athlete 
Jenny Kimbro made big marks 
in the pentathlon, nabbing 4,269 
points for Iowa. This career 
best now ranks Kimbro No. 1 on 
the Iowa all-time leaderboard, 
No. 1 in the Big Ten, and No. 2 
nationally.

“It was a really fun weekend 
overall,” Kimbro said. “The 
whole multi-squad had great 
energy, and we were just able 
to feed off of each other and 
push each other to some great 
performances. There's always a 
lot of nerves going into the first 
multi of the year, and it was 
just exciting to see how training 
translated to a meet.”

Softball wins four 
games in opening tour-
nament

After an off-season of 
continuity for Iowa softball, 
the Hawkeyes started off the 
season successfully as the team 
headed down south.

Iowa took part in the Kickin’ 
Chicken Classic in Conway, 
South Carolina, where the team 
won four of five games — includ-
ing an eight-inning victory over 
Virginia Tech.

The Hawkeyes started the sea-
son strong with a win over East 
Carolina. After Aralee Bogar 
and Riley Sheehy 
ended up on 
second and third 
base in the first 
inning, freshman 
Kalena Burns 
sent them home 
with a three-run 
homerun at her 
first ever colle-
giate at-bat.

After the hot start, Iowa 
managed to maintain its lead 
up until the sixth inning, where 
East Carolina scored four 
unanswered runs to make it 5-5 
heading into the seventh inning. 
However, the Hawkeyes would 
find a way to win.

After sophomore Miranda 
Schulte got on base after a 
fielding error, Mia Ruther came 
up to the plate and singled. 
Schulte’s pinch runner Taylor 
Ryan stole third before fresh-
man Nia Carter recorded a game 
winning walk-off RBI, clinching a 
6-5 victory.

BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

This season has been full of lopsided victories for 
Iowa wrestling. With the exception of their match-
up against Penn State on Jan. 31, the Hawkeyes have 
won every dual they’ve wrestled by double digits.

On Feb. 8, it was more of the same for Iowa. The 
Hawkeyes blew by No. 22 Michigan in Ann Arbor, 

27-9. The victory improved Iowa’s record in the Big 
Ten to 8-0 and clinched the team a share of the con-
ference regular season title.

However, this blowout didn’t feel like others Io-
wa has produced this season.

“[Michigan] is a team that is coached strategical-
ly to be strong at the end of the period, score at the 
end of the period, keep an eye on the clock,” Iowa 
head coach Tom Brands said. “We handled most of 

that well. Heavyweight got away from us. We were 
trading blows with him and got into a position 
where we just don’t want to be. We have to get bet-
ter at our finishes. That match ended up lopsided, 
but it wasn’t lopsided.

The majority of Michigan’s team point total came 
during the heavyweight bout. No. 3 Tony Cassioppi 

BY CHRIS WERNER
christopher-werner@uiowa.edu 

Both the Hawkeye men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving teams ended the dual 
meet season with convincing victories over 
Western Illinois on Senior Night in Iowa City 
over the weekend.

The Hawkeyes honored their 
13 graduating swimmers before 
the action began. The members 
of the Black and Gold were rec-
ognized in front of the home 
crowd for the final time. 

“This team has good chemis-
try and those seniors have been 

through a lot,” head coach Marc 
Long said. “It’s really important we have a se-
nior class that can provide that kind of lead-
ership. It’s going to pay off here at the end of 
the season.”

The men tallied a 122-44 win, and the wom-
en topped the Leathernecks 130-67. 

Iowa has faced and beaten Western Illinois 
in every final home meet since at least 2010, 
which is as far back as the records go.

Although it was an official meet, many of Io-
wa’s athletes had the chance to participate in 
events that they normally do not get to. 

For instance, Sam Tamborski raced in the 
final leg of the 200-free relay, an exhibition 
event, on a team with Lauren McDougall, Tay-
lor Hartley, and Alleyna Thomas. 

In that race, the team was split into relay 

BY ISAAC GOFFIN
isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu 

After recording only five points on in Iowa’s 
previous game, senior guard Makenzie Meyer 
went back to her usual scoring on Sunday, scor-
ing 22 points at Purdue.

This was important, as it helped the Hawkeyes 
steam by the Boilermakers, 83-71.

Meyer shot 9-of-15 from the field against Pur-
due, but she was not the only key scorer for the 
Hawkeyes. She was one of three Iowa players to 
score more than 20 points in the Hawkeye victo-
ry.

Senior guard Kathleen Doyle finished the day 
with 22 points, while sophomore center Monika 
Czinano finished with 20 points. Senior forward 
Amanda Ollinger led the team in rebounds once 
again, bringing down 12 of them. 

Shooting for the Hawkeyes was phenomenal 
against Purdue. They shot 58.9 percent from the 
field. It was at its high in the second quarter, 
when they shot 84.6 percent. 

“I thought [Meyer] attacked the hole well, and 
Kathleen hit some dagger 3's at the end of the shot 
clock,” Iowa head coach Lisa Bluder said. “We had 

Sports
DAILYIOWAN.COMTHE MOST COMPLETE HAWKEYE SPORTS COVERAGE IN IOWA

HAWKEYE UPDATES Top-ranked Hawkeyes
win big in Ann Arbor

Women’s hoops 
steams by Purdue
The Hawkeyes had three players score at least 20 points in their 83-
71 victory over Purdue in West Lafayette.

Iowa won every official event 
to take down the Leathernecks 
on Feb. 7. Now, the Hawkeyes 
are into championship season.

SEE BASKETBALL,  6 SEE SWIMMING, 6

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Makenzie Meyer looks to pass during a women's basketball game between Iowa and Nebraska at Carver 
Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 6.

Hawkeyes 
dominate 
Western 
Illinois on 
Senior Night

The Hawkeyes clinched a share of the Big Ten regular season title
with a dual meet victory over the Michigan Wolverines.

13
The Iowa women’s 
basketball team has won 20 
or more games

“You guys get 
that caucus thing 
figured out yet?”

 —Nebraska 
men’s 
basketball 
coach Fred 
Hoiberg after 
losing to Iowa

QUOTE OF THE DAY

STAT OF THE DAY

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020

times under Lisa Bluder

Long

Daniels

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s 149-pound Pat Lugo wrestles Penn State’s Jarod Verkleeren during a wrestling dual meet between No. 1 Iowa and No. 2 Penn State at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Jan. 31.

Burns

SEE WRESTLING, 6

Read the full story at  
dailyiowan.com
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