
BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

Although the Iowa Democratic Party released 
100 percent of precinct results four days follow-
ing caucus night, the final tallies — which show 
Pete Buttigieg and Bernie Sanders in a virtual tie 
— have come under question after errors and in-
consistencies were found between new metrics.

For the first cycle ever, the Iowa Democratic 
Party reported additional metrics that represent 
totals at different steps in the caucusing process, 
in an effort to add transparency to the Iowa cau-
cuses after complaints from Sanders’ 2016 presi-
dential campaign.

But those new metrics also revealed incon-
sistencies in precinct-level results which led to 
questioning the final caucus tallies. 

The former South Bend, Indiana mayor leads 
Sanders in state delegate equivalents at 564 to 
Sanders' 562, but the independent senator from 
Vermont leads in total number of people in his 
corner on first alignment and after the final 
alignment, when people in nonviable camps ei-
ther left or joined a new camp. 

The Associated Press reported it was unable to 
declare a winner based on the percentage of state 
delegate equivalents, an electoral-college style 
system that awards delegates based on support 
for candidates across geographic areas. 

The results come after a delay in caucus re-
sults and a New York Times investigation that 
found discrepancies between new counts of first 
alignment to final alignment to state delegate 
equivalents, though the errors didn’t favor one 
candidate or another. 

The errors and discrepancies reported led 
to challenges to the results, and a call from the 
Democratic National Committee leader for Iowa 
to double check its tallies.

DNC Chairman Tom Perez called for an im-
mediate recanvass of Iowa caucus results on 
Twitter Thursday morning. 
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Integrity of Iowa Democratic 
caucus results under scrutiny

BY HANNAH ROVNER
hannah-rovner@uiowa.edu

After ending his brief stint at the Uni-
versity of Iowa following his seven-week 
tenure as the associate vice president for 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, TaJuan 
Wilson has landed a similar position at 
Georgia Southern University.

Wilson will be Georgia Southern’s first 
associate vice president for Inclusive Ex-
cellence, Georgia Southern beginning 
March 1, the institution 
announced Wednesday. 
He worked at the UI 
through Jan. 31 as a spe-
cial assistant to the vice 
president for External 
Relations following his 
August 2019 resignation 
leading the UI’s Division 
of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion only 
seven weeks after he began. 

Wilson signed a separation agreement 
Aug. 9 permitting him to “telecommute” 
to work at the UI, allowing him to job 
search during work hours. The agreement 
stated that Wilson “must be available for 
consultation, if needed.” During that time, 

BY RIN SWANN
corinne-swann@uiowa.edu

Pressed tightly together and pat-
terned in multicolored shirts, more 
than 2,500 dancers will stand for 
24 hours. Most will forgo sleep, caf-
feine, and sitting down as they lit-
erally stand in solidarity for their 
cause: fighting pediatric cancer. 

Every year for the past 26 years, 
the University of Iowa Dance Mar-
athon has hosted its Big Event, cul-

minating its yearly commitment to 
helping children with cancer. In the 
organization’s 26-year history of 
the organization, it has raised more 
than $26 million for the kids and 
continues to support children and 
their families.

The 24-hour Big Event will take 
place in the IMU beginning at 7 p.m. 
Friday and ending 7 p.m. Saturday. 
While standing is not required, it is 
strongly encouraged. Accommoda-
tions are provided to those who can-

not stand the full 24 hours. 
The Big Event itself will consist of 

live music, dancing, family speakers, 
a talent show, and a “kiddo gradua-
tion” where kids celebrate the mile-
stone of five years cancer-free. At the 
ceremony, 15 Dance Marathon kids 
will graduate. 

“It’s a big milestone in terms of 
remission,” Dance Marathon Event 
Director Cole Schuchard said. “It’s a 

TaJuan Wilson, the 
resigned UI associate 
VP for Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion, will hold 
a similar role at Georgia 
Southern University.

Wilson 
headed to 
Georgia

Dancing the night and day away

SEE WILSON, 2

Dance Marathon’s Big Event will be held in the IMU for the 26th time 
this year. Participants are asked to forgo sleep, caffeine, and sitting 
down as they raise money for the UI Stead Family Children's Hospital.

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Dancers celebrate the halfway point during Dance Marathon 25 at the Iowa Memorial Union on Feb. 2, 2019.

SEE DANCING, 2

Pete Buttigieg and Bernie 
Sanders are virtually tied with 
all precincts reporting four 
days after the Iowa caucuses, 
results that are likely to be 
disputed.

SEE CAUCUSES, 5

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

NATIONAL POLITICS

Leading in the polls doesn’t 
translate to the presidential 
nomination
During a Jan. 9 campaign event, 
New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker said 
polls never predict who will be 
president from the Democratic 
Party. The real numbers show the 
discrepancy between early polling 
leaders and who actually wins the 
presidency.

Carson King starts non-
profit foundation
Following overnight fame and a $3 
million donation to UI Children’s, 
Carson King has started his own 
foundation. The “Iowa Legend” 
started the nonprofit with the goal 
of helping children and families in 
times of need while uniting com-
munities to make a difference.

Recently opened coffee 
shop started as a dream
Jacqueline Milian’s plans to open 
a flower shop and coffee shop 
were just a dream. Now, Mammitas 
Coffee is officially opening on 
Saturday at 224 S. Linn St. Milian’s 
family helps her run the shop, 
keeping her dream alive.

Fullard moves to sec-
ond base ahead of 2020 
season
Izaya Fullard led Iowa with his bat 
last season, but he’ll have to do 
the same in the field this season 
after a position change. Mitchell 
Boe, one of the best second base-
men in the Big Ten last season, 
won’t be back for the Hawkeyes in 
2020. Now, Fullard will follow in his 
footsteps.

Dreyer set to return after 
shoulder injury
The Iowa baseball team lost a key 
pitcher when Jack Dreyer was shut 
down with an injured shoulder 
last season. Now, he’s healthy and 
is ready to anchor the Hawkeye 
starting rotation in 2020.

I N S I D E

3

DANCE MARATHON 26

TOP: Democratic National Committee Chairman Tom Perez looks on during the Democratic Presidential Committee summer 
meeting on Aug. 23, 2019 in San Francisco. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images/TNS) LEFT: 2020 Democratic candidate Pete Buttigieg 
addresses the crowd during a rally at Northwest Jr. High School on Sunday. (Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan) RIGHT: Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, I-Vt., speaks during the Iowa City Climate Rally at the Graduate hotel on Jan. 12. (Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan)
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Wilson was allowed to keep his 
annual salary of $240,000.

At GSU, Wilson will serve 
on the senior leadership team 
directly under the university’s 
Chief Diversity Officer Damon 
Williams. GSU adopted a plan 
under Williams in order to im-
prove the campus culture for all 
students, faculty, and staff, ac-
cording to a release from GSU.

Wilson has served as the ex-
ecutive director of multicultur-
al programs at Missouri State 
University and, before coming 
to the UI, as an associate pro-
fessor and executive director of 
student programs and diversi-
ty at the Medical University of 
South Carolina. Wilson is also a 
trained Title IX investigator and 
coordinator.

Since resigning from his UI 
role, Wilson has not spoken 
publicly about his departure, on-
ly sharing remarks in an Aug. 15 
UI statement.

“Coming to Iowa was a leap of 

faith for me personally and pro-
fessionally, I have great respect 
for the university and the work 
being done in diversity, equity, 
and inclusion and believe Iowa 
has the potential to be on the 
right path,” Wilson said in the 
statement. “This opportunity 
will be wonderful for the right 
person, but it is not the right fit 
for me at this time.” 

The Daily Iowan previously  
reported the initial search that 
led to Wilson’s hire cost $81,999 
for search expenses and an ad-
ditional $21,593.21 to reimburse 
travel and advertising expenses.

In the meantime, UI Provost 
Montserrat Fuentes — who ar-
rived on campus the same day 
as Wilson — is overseeing the 
three unit leaders of the Divi-
sion of Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion. 

Fuentes told the DI Jan. 21 
that the university intends to be-
gin the search for a new associ-
ate vice president for Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion in April 
using firm Isaacson, Miller. The 
UI will hold forums across cam-
pus to provide opportunities for 
feedback.

UI President Bruce Harreld 
said in a Sept. 23 DI interview 
that the priority at that time was 
not on filling the role Wilson left 
vacant, but on advancing the 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Action Plan — particularly sup-
porting underrepresented facul-
ty. Keeping the division housed 
under the provost for the time 
allowed the UI to commit to 
building momentum on those 
goals, Harreld added.

He said he “think[s] eventual-
ly” the UI would search for a re-
placement, but did not identify a 
search timeline. 

“We will fill that position,” 
he said. “We need to get energy 
not on getting a leader, on what 
we said we were going to do 
[regarding the Diversity, Equi-
ty, and Inclusion Action Plan]… 
So let’s get that momentum in 
place then we’ll find an appro-
priate leader.”
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big event for them, because it 
means that their likelihood of 
relapsing is significantly less 
when they reach that five-year 
milestone.”

In addition to the more than 
2,500 dancers, others in atten-
dance will include more than 
300 leadership members, 600 
volunteers, and 950 families. 

Dancers and leadership 
members fundraise for 365 
days to achieve their individ-
ual fundraising goals: $500 for 
the dancers and — new this 
year — $1,000 for the leader-
ship members. 

“Our dancers push fund-
raising through social media, 
reaching out to family and 
friends and things like that,” 
said Elizabeth Jackson, the 
public relations chair for Dance 
Marathon. “We [also] have 
our Day to DM, which is our 
24-hour, or in this year, 26-hour, 
fundraising push day.”

This year’s Day to Dance 
Marathon, which took place 
Oct. 29, raised more than 
$600,000 toward this year’s 
total fundraising. 

Dance Marathon 25 raised 
more than $2.9 million — in 
its inaugural year, Dance 
Marathon raised $31,000. Its 
record-high fundraising total 
was more than $3 million.

“It’s not the number that 
matters; it’s the support we 
provide,” said Erin Glenn, 
Dance Marathon’s Public Re-
lations Director. “Obviously, 
we want to be able to raise as 
much money as we can to sup-
port our families and give back 
to the hospital and programs 
we fund through the hospital, 
but our main goal is to provide 
as much smiles and joy and 

support for families that we 
possibly can.”

Schuchard said new devel-
opments for Dance Marathon 
26 will include a more prom-
inent student organization 
showcase that will take place 
on the main stage, a superhe-
ro-themed room for the fami-
lies, a larger kiddo talent show, 

and two gongs. Dancers and 
leadership members will have 
the opportunity to strike the 
gong for every $50 they raised.

The Big Event will also fea-
ture live performances from 
Natascha Myers, Nick Thom-
as, and Kazual. 

“Dance Marathon 26 has 
been about laying the ground-

work to keep moving forward,” 
Glenn said. “So, whether it be 
through new [diversity, equity, 
and inclusion] initiatives, like 
bettering our accommoda-
tions room or different fund-
raising techniques, we’ve real-
ly started to think about laying 
a groundwork for the future: 
the next 25 years on campus.”

The event will conclude 
with the “Dancing in our 
Hearts” video to commemo-
rate children who have passed 
away and the final tote board, 
which reveals the total amount 
Dance Marathon raised. 

“We talk a lot about finding 
your ‘why’ in the organiza-
tion,” Jackson said. “We want 
everyone to find their own 
connection to it and find the 
reason they’re fighting along 
with us.”

DANCING
FROM FRONT

ABNORMAL ARTIFACTS

Hayden Froehlich/The Daily Iowan
Artifacts owner Todd Thelen chats with a customer in his store on Thursday. “The most fun part of this job is being surprised by what people bring 
in,” Thelen said. 

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Morale Captains continue the energy during Dance Marathon 25 at the IMU on Feb. 2, 2019. 

WILSON
FROM FRONT

CORRECTION: THE DAILY IOWAN INITIALLY USED SHE/HER/HERS PRONOUNS FOR UI STUDENT DULCE ESCORCIA IN 
THE ARTICLE THAT RAN THURSDAY WITH THE HEADLINE, “PROTESTS DISRUPT REGENTS’ MEETING.” ESCORCIA USES 
THEY/THEM/THEIRS PRONOUNS. THE ONLINE VERSION OF THE ARTICLE HAS BEEN UPDATED TO REFLECT ESCORCIA'S 
CORRECT PRONOUNS. THE DI APOLOGIZES FOR THIS ERROR AND THE HARM IT CAUSED ESCORCIA, AND ANY 
TRANSGENDER OR GENDER NONBINARY INDIVIDUALS IN THE COMMUNITY.  

Michael Guhin/The Daily Iowan
Then-MUSC Executive Director of Student Programs and Student 
Diversity TaJuan Wilson speaks during the forum for the associate vice 
president for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion on March 25, 2019.

Grace Colton/The Daily Iowan
Participants dance during Dance Marathon 25 at the IMU on Feb. 2, 2019.

Go to dailyiowan.com 
to follow our coverage 
of Dance Marathon 26

http://www.copyworks.com
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PolitiFact Iowa is a project of 
The Daily Iowan’s Ethics & Politics 
Initiative and PolitiFact to help you 
find the truth in politics.

BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

A few days before Sen. Cory 
Booker, D-N.J., announced the 
end of his White House bid, 
he encouraged Iowans with 
whom he was campaigning 
to disregard polling numbers 
when choosing a candidate in 
their state’s first-in-the-nation 
presidential nominating pre-
cinct caucuses.

Booker urged his Iowa audi-
ences to caucus Feb. 3 for can-
didates who inspire them. 

“Do not make this decision 
based on what the polls say,” 
Booker said at a Jan. 9 event in 
North Liberty, Iowa. “They’ve 
never predicted who will be 
president from our party. Car-
ter was in the single digits a 
few months before caucuses. 
Bill Clinton was. Obama — 20 
points behind in the national 
polls roughly. And they all went 
on to be our president.”

We found Booker’s state-
ment to be true, because, from 
1972 to 2016, fewer than half 
of  nonincumbent candidates 
who won the Democratic pres-
idential nomination led na-
tional polls taken between No-
vember and January leading up 
to Iowa’s caucuses. Moreover, 
Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton and 
Barack Obama lagged behind 
in national polls in the months 
leading up to Iowa’s caucuses.

We reached out to the Book-

er campaign for comment on 
Booker’s statement and where 
he got his information from 
but received no response. 

To research the numbers, we 
started with 1972 because that 
year marked the beginning of 
the  Democratic Party’s mod-
ern nominating process.

Democratic Party mem-
bers are surveyed locally and 
nationally to take stock of the 
amount of support for a pres-
idential candidate at a snap-
shot of time. Polling data are 
a determining factor in who 
gets to grace the party’s debate 
stage, which gives presidential 
hopefuls a platform to pitch 
their ideas in front of a nation-
al audience and garner support 
from potential campaign do-
nors and likely voters.

‘They’ve never predicted 
who will be president from 
our party’ 

FiveThirtyEight compiled 
polling data from competitive 
primary elections starting in 
1972, comparing the eventual 
nominee’s performance in the 
polls in the first and last halves 
of the calendar year to other 
Democratic contenders. From 
1972 to 2016, it showed, only 
three out of 10 nonincumbent 
Democratic nominees were 
ahead in national polls up to 
three months before Iowa’s 
caucuses. 

In the last half of 1983, for-
mer Vice President Walter 
Mondale polled nationally 
at an average of 40.1 per-
cent, leading throughout a 

six-month period. An early 
top-polling Democratic nomi-
nee didn’t show up again until 
2000, when Al Gore became 
the Democratic nominee af-
ter polling at an average 54.8 
percent. Hillary Clinton had 
the highest pre-caucus poll-
ing numbers leading up to the 
2016 caucuses, an average of 
60.7 percent in the second half 
of 2015. But while each won the 
party’s nomination, none won 
the presidency.

University of Iowa polit-
ical-science Professor Fred 
Boehmke wrote in an email to 
The Daily Iowan that too many 
unknowns exist to use polling 
numbers as a reliable predictor 
of nominees.

“So, the short answer is that 
there is a lot of truth in what 
Booker says — polls won’t tell 
us with great confidence who 
the nominee will be at con-
vention time,” Boehmke said, 
referring to the national nom-
inating convention. “It’s not 
even that the polls might be 
wrong or poorly done. It’s that 
lots of people haven’t made up 
their minds, we don’t know 
who will turn out for the up-
coming caucuses and prima-
ries, we don’t know who will 
drop out and when and where 
their supporters will go, and 
we don’t know the major cam-
paign-relevant political events 
that will shape the primary.”

David Redlawsk, a political  
-science professor at the Uni-
versity of Delaware who has 
researched and written about 
Iowa’s caucuses, said current 
national polls are about the 

nomination, not the presiden-
cy. 

“I know he’s talked about 
people (who) became presi-
dent, but you’ve got to get the 
nomination first,” Redlawsk 
said. “This isn’t about, you 
know, head-to-head for No-
vember. It’s the nomination. 
Because I think that’s what 
that focus has to be.”

Carter, Clinton, and Obama 
trail 

In early January 1976, a na-
tional Gallup poll put Carter at 
4 percent, with Hubert Hum-
phrey in the lead at 29 percent. 
Gallup put Bill Clinton at 17 

percent, 4 percentage points 
behind then-California Gov. 
Jerry Brown, in early January 
1992.

According to December 
2007 national polling data 
from Gallup, Obama’s poll 
numbers were much lower 
than Hillary Clinton’s before 
the Iowa caucuses. The polls 
put Obama at 27 percent, with 
Hillary Clinton in the lead with 
45 percent.

Our Ruling

Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton 
and Barack Obama trailed in 
national polls before becoming 
the Democratic Party’s presi-

dential nominee and later be-
came president. Only Walter 
Mondale, Al Gore and Hillary 
Clinton led early Democratic 
Party national polls before the 
Iowa caucuses since 1972 and 
none went on to become presi-
dent. Booker was correct about 
this. We have ruled Booker’s 
statement as True. 

Polling high doesn’t mean clear White House path

‘Iowa Legend’ Carson King opens foundation
Following his viral post and $3 million donation to the UI Stead Family Children’s Hospital, "Iowa Legend" had the idea 
to start a foundation and make this his career. That dream became reality only a few months later. 

During a Jan. 9 campaign event, New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker said polls never predict who will be president from the Democratic Party.

BY KINSEY PHIPPS
kinsey-phipps@uiowa.edu

Just five months ago, Carson 
King became a viral sensation 
overnight. Now, the “Iowa Leg-
end” is dedicating his life to 
philanthropy by starting the 
Carson King Foundation, all 
#ForTheKids.

Back in October, an idea was 
building in King to start a foun-
dation and make philanthro-
py his life’s mission. Now, the 
Carson King Foundation is an 
official nonprofit. According to 
the foundation’s website, it is a 
nonprofit dedicated to helping 
children and families in times 
of need while uniting commu-
nities to make a difference. 

It all started with a sign. 
King, a cyclone superfan, 
showed up early to ESPN’s Col-
lege GameDay covering the Cy-
Hawk rivalry football game in 
September. Hoping for some 
extra beer money, King held up 
a poster board with his Venmo 
username and a plea for Busch 
Light funds. 

Fans tuned in from all over 

the country, and hundreds do-
nated to King’s cause. At $600 
in his account, King decided to 
donate all money raised to the 
University of Iowa Stead Fami-
ly Children’s Hospital. 

From there, a storm of na-
tional recognition followed 
King. He traveled all over the 
country to be interviewed 
about his experience, and 
major industry giants such 
as Venmo decided to contrib-
ute. King ended up donating 
more than $3 million to the 
Children’s Hospital after just a 
month of fundraising. 

“He was exhausted when 
this whole thing was going 
on, he wasn’t getting hardly 
any sleep; he was losing sleep. 
He didn’t have time to do any-
thing. He was really giving a 
lot. And here he is paying off a 
mortgage, a large student loan, 
and he was missing pay to pro-
mote this cause. That says a 
lot about his character,” said 
Kendra Sickles, King’s former 
boss and current Carson King 
Foundation board member. 

Since donating, King has 

spent time traveling to Iowa 
schools to speak about his expe-
rience. “Carson Speaks” is incor-
porated into the foundation. 

“It’s so much fun,” King 
said. “When I speak, I talk 
about small acts of kindness 
and social media. I’ve learned 
quite a bit about that in my 
journey. I’ve learned how to 
spread a message and inspire 
kids, middle schoolers and 
high schoolers, that they can 
make a difference too.”

He was also offered a job as 
the director of outreach and 
advancement at the Barrett 
Boesen Foundation in Wau-
kee, a nonprofit geared toward 
giving central Iowa kids active, 
full lives, King said. There, he is 
learning more about nonprofit 
management. 

In October, Carson’s brother 
Josh King started a construc-
tion company called Iowa Leg-
ends Roofing & Remodeling. 
The name is in honor of his 
brother, and the company vows 
to donate a portion of all prof-
its to the Carson King Founda-
tion, Josh said. Additionally, 

Iowa Legends provides free 
office space for the foundation.

“Carson has never changed. 
I’ve always been proud of ev-
erything he does and holds 
himself to. I’ll do anything for 
him,” Josh said.

Carson announced his foun-
dation during a commercial 
for Iowa Legends that aired lo-
cally during the pregame show 
on Superbowl Sunday. The 
foundation will give grants, 
donate to charitable organiza-
tions, and help those in need 
hold fundraisers. They have 
a website, social-media plat-
form, and a small board made 
up of four members. 

Sickles served as director of 
an animal rescue league right 
out of college. Her experience 
in nonprofit work is a big rea-
son Carson chose her, he said. 

“I’m excited that [the founda-
tion] is going to be able to help 
people who are closer to us. The 
people of Iowa,” Sickles said. 

Throughout this process, 
Carson hasn’t forgotten the 
importance of a helping hand. 
From nonprofit applications 

to tax forms to free office 
space; Carson is grateful and 
excited for what the future 
holds, he said. 

“[This experience] taught 

me how great people can be, 
how kind people are, how pas-
sionate they are about helping. 
It’s really eye-opening to see all 
the good that’s in the world.”

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Carson King claps during a football game between Iowa and Middle 
Tennessee State University on Sept. 28, 2019.

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., speaks to the press during a rally at the center for Worker Justice on Dec. 7, 2019.
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mailto:brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu
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Thousands of Iowans rallied 
together in support of presi-
dential hopefuls during Iowa’s 
first-in-the-nation caucuses 
on Monday. Across the state, 
thousands of classrooms, li-
braries and gyms were crowd-
ed with locals pulling for the 
candidate they trust the most 
with the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination. 

Among those who caucused, 
college students’ political voic-
es prevailed. In the weeks 
leading up to Monday night, 
the effort exhausted in prepa-
ration for caucus night was 
exemplary — especially on the 
University of Iowa campus. 

Campaign affiliates lined 
the T. Anne Cleary walkway 
and perched on the Pen-

tacrest, offering to talk with 
students about their perspec-
tives on President Trump and 
Democratic presidential-nom-
ination candidates.

Flyers explaining what the 
caucuses are and how to get 
involved were doled out in 
excess to any student or Io-
wa City resident who would 
accept them, explaining dif-
ferent candidates and their 
stances on topics such as 
health care, higher education, 
and more. 

And though many campaign 
affiliates had different opin-
ions on who should be our next 
president, each found a com-
mon purpose preceding the 
caucuses: to get as many peo-
ple to show up and contribute 
to the conversation as possible. 

U.S. Census Bureau data 
show young voter turnout, re-
ferring to people between ages 
18 and 29, saw an astound-
ing increase for midterm 
elections. From 2014 to 2018, 
young voter turnout saw a 16 
percent increase from 2014 to 
2018, reaching a decade high. 

The opportunity to con-
tribute to our state’s renown 

political platform is one that 
cannot be underplayed or 
overlooked, especially on a 
campus such as Iowa’s — 
where candidates have made 
stopping in Iowa City a prior-
ity on their campaign trails. 
Even as recently as Monday, 
businessman Andrew Yang 
stopped in Iowa City to make 
one last pitch to potential cau-
cusgoers in the Democratic 
stronghold of Johnson Coun-
ty, where some students were 
still on the fence about which 
candidate to support. 

For those who weren’t on 
the fence, caucus night was 
imperative for promoting 
their presidential hopeful. 
And in order to be well-pre-
pared, students contributed 
to campaigns no matter the 
cost. Some students helped 
financially. According to the 
Federal Election Commission, 
students across the country 
gave hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in financial support 
to campaigns. 

For other students, they of-
fered their support, exhaust-
ing effort and spending time 
handing out flyers, sending 

out emails to the masses, edu-
cating their peers, or knocking 
on doors to have conversa-
tions with other locals. 

Though difficulties have 
kept results delayed and lim-
ited, the commitment UI 
students have maintained to 

helping and supporting pres-
idential nominees has been 
unparalleled and should be 
something we encourage as a 
community.

The urgency to contribute to 
our country’s current political 
climate is evident, and UI stu-

dents have made their aware-
ness of that unmistakably 
clear. The way our community 
has strived for involvement in 
the political conversation is 
imperative to unifying com-
munities and strengthening 
our country. 
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GUEST OPINION

Nobody chooses to get cata-
strophically ill. It just happens. 
At a large institution like the 
University of Iowa, this raises 
a policy question: What will 
we do when employees get 
very sick? 

This is a policy question be-
cause we can reliably predict 
that some small but nonzero 
number of people will get cat-
astrophically ill. So, we need 
some reliable policy for all 
workers. UI administrators 
have recently updated their 
catastrophic-leave policy for 
faculty and staff. 

A catastrophic illness is de-
fined as one so severe that it 
will likely lead to “a loss of 30 
or more work days (six weeks) 
in a 12-month period” — ex-
amples include childbirth, 
especially after a cesarean sec-
tion, and long-term sicknesses 
such as cancer.

This system “works” by al-
lowing faculty and staff who 
are catastrophically sick to 
receive donated sick and va-
cation leave from other fac-
ulty and staff. Crucially, this 
system only applies to faculty 

and staff who already accrue 
sick and vacation leave — so 
all faculty and staff who do not 
accrue paid leave are out, as 
are graduate workers and un-
dergrads on work-study.

This system, as a policy, has 
two severe flaws. First, it re-
lies on the good will of others. 
Good will is powerful force, but 
it is usually limited, particu-
larly when we feel ourselves at 
risk of harm. This system ig-
nores this human tendency by 
forcing faculty and staff — who 
are already facing catastrophic 
illness — in the uncomfortable 
and likely ineffective position 
of having to beg for paid leave 
from others who themselves 
have self-interested reasons to 
refuse their request.

Second, we all can get sick. 
Cancer does not care if you ac-
crue leave or not. So, as a pol-
icy, catastrophic leave should 
cover everyone who can get 
sick, which is everyone who 
works here.

— Landon Elkind
UI philosophy visiting

assistant professor

Catastrophic-leave 
policy is a bad deal 
for UI faculty, staff
The move creates unrealistic expectations.
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Campus caucus-night enthusiasm is encouraging
UI students showed great dedication with their political efforts, which is reassuring despite the messy results on Monday.

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
UI rhetoric Associate Professor Megan Knight reads a statement during a 
catastrophic-leave protest at the Old Capitol on Oct. 29, 2019.

Service animals and emo-
tional-support animals do 
not have the same responsi-
bilities, and their titles are 
not interchangeable.

As somebody who got an 
emotional-support animal 
when I was 17 years old and 
has another one now, I ful-
ly understand that — while 
they are still important and 
may be vital for some peo-
ple — they are not service 
animals.

According to the National 
Organization on Disability, 

“the vast majority of service 
animals are dogs.” While 
they are still limited, there 
are other options for ser-
vice animals. One can have 
a miniature horse, potbelly 
pig, or capuchin monkey. 
Whatever form the creature 
takes, these service animals 
go through years of training 
and owners pay thousands of 
dollars for them.

Service animals are re-
quired to understand and 
track a disability and be 
well-behaved in public. 
Therefore, service animal 
training requires two main 
assets; public asset behav-
iors, and disability-related 
work and tasks.

The most widely recog-
nized service animals are 
seeing-eye dogs for those 
with visual impairments. 
However, general service 
animals are individually 
trained to also help those 

with epileptic seizures, sen-
sory issues, and physical or 
mental disabilities. 

Psychiatric-therapy ani-
mals, such as those that as-
sist handlers with mental 
disabilities, are different 
from emotional-support an-
imals because still require 
individual training.

As for those in my situa-
tion, basic emotional-sup-
port animals require abso-
lutely no training. These 
animals are used to offer 
comfort to those who suffer 
from depression, anxiety, 
PTSD, and other mental ill-
nesses. Emotional-support 
animals are there to cuddle 
and calm their owners.

To get a domesticated pet 
registered as an emotion-
al-support animal, one really 
only has to find a legitimate 
registration website and fill 
out personal information, 
paperwork, and animal in-
formation, as well as a small 
fee of typically less than 
$100. 

Just registering the pet 
does not, however, imme-
diately mean that this pet 
can travel or live in  pet-free 
housing. For those addition-
al elements, one needs an 
emotional-support housing 
or travel letter. Most licensed 
mental-health professionals 
can prescribe an emotion-
al-support animal letter.

In the past, I had a regis-
tered ball python snake for 
my anxiety which I kept in 
my home. He helped me get 
through anxiety attacks by 
wrapping around my arm 
and lightly constricting to 
help me ground myself, yet 
he had no idea that he was 
helping me. Service animals 
are fully aware that they are 
there to help and may be vital 
to their owner’s life.

Now, I have a kitten who 
lays on my chest or legs, 
which also helps with my 
anxiety in the same manner, 
yet she still has no idea that 
she is helping me, and she is 
not vital to me. 

Emotional-support ani-
mals are not essential like 
service animals are, but they 
can definitely be helpful 
in times of stress or men-
tal-health struggles.

COLUMN

Distinguishing between service 
and emotional-support animals
While both of them are important, the two types of animals address different needs.

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa students form lines during the caucus at the IMU on Monday.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Liz Ford of Iowa City Animal Services works with a dog in training on Oct. 10, 2017.

‘Service animals are required to understand and 
track a disability and be well-behaved in public.’

ASHLEY DAWSON
ashley-dawson@uiowa.edu

TAYLOR NEWBY
taylor-newby@uiowa.edu



“Enough is enough,” Pe-
rez wrote in a tweet. “In light 
of the problems that have 
emerged in the implementa-
tion of the delegate selection 
plan and in order to assure 
public confidence in the re-
sults, I am calling on the Iowa 
Democratic Party to immedi-
ately begin a recanvass.”

A recanvass is different 
from a recount in that a re-
canvass involves auditing 
caucus worksheets and mak-
ing sure results were cor-
rectly tallied, while a recount 
would involve double-check-
ing preference cards and 
would be run by the court 
system.

Although Perez called on 
the Iowa Democratic Party 
to do a recanvass of results, 
the party's delegate-selection 
plan is only able to conduct 
one in response to a candi-
date request.

The Iowa Democratic Par-
ty has 48 hours to respond 

to a valid, written, request 
for recanvass, signed by the 
candidate. Any request for 
recanvass must include the 
scope and credible explana-
tion of the reasons of the re-
quest.

In response, Iowa Demo-
cratic Party Chairman Troy 
Price issued a statement via 
email that the party would 
be prepared if a candidate 
requested to conduct a re-
canvass, saying the party 
would audit the paper re-
cords of report, as provided 
by the precinct chairs and 
signed by representatives 
of presidential campaigns. 
He didn't say explicitly that 
the Iowa Democratic Party 
would immediately begin a 
recanvass.

“Throughout the collec-
tion of records of results, 
the IDP identified inconsis-
tencies in the data and used 
our redundant paper records 
to promptly correct those 
errors,” he said in the state-
ment. “This is an ongoing 
process in close coordination 
with precinct chairs, and we 
are working diligently to re-

port the final 54 precincts to 
get as close to final reporting 
as possible.”

In a CNN town hall with 
Buttigieg, the former mayor 
indicated he would leave the 
recanvassing decision up to 
the state party. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Mass.; former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden; and Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, D-Minn., trailed 
the Buttigieg and Sanders 
by more than 8 percentage 
points, garnering 18 percent, 
15.8 percent, and 12.3 percent 
of state delegate equivalents, 
respectively.

The razor-thin margin 
didn’t prevent candidates 
from claiming victories out 
of the Iowa caucuses. While 
in New Hampshire Thursday 
while there were 97 percent 
of precincts reporting, Sand-
ers called the results a “strong 
victory” for his campaign.

"What I want to do today, 
three days late, is to thank the 
people of Iowa for the very 
strong victory they gave us at 
the Iowa caucuses on Mon-
day night," Sanders said at a 
news conference Thursday. 

"Even though the vote tabu-
lations have been extremely 
slow, we are now at a point 
with some 97 percent of the 
precincts reporting where 
our campaign is winning the 

popular initial vote by some 
6,000 votes. In other words, 
some 6,000 more Iowans 
came out on caucus night to 
support our candidacy than 
the candidacy of anyone else. 

And when 6,000 more people 
come out for you in an elec-
tion than your nearest op-
ponent, we here in northern 
New England, we call that a 
victory.”

NEWS 5    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2020

BY NAOMI HOFFERBER
naomi-hofferber@uiowa.edu

Walking into Mammitas 
Coffee, visitors are greeted 
by a cozy indoor porch area, 
a large fireplace, and a col-
lection of small tables. Fur-
ther in lies a large wooden 
coffee bar and thin fridge 
filled with soda bottles 
from Mexico. Mexican sweet 
bread rests in the bakery 
case.

“You have to dip it into the 
coffee,” owner Jacqueline 
Milian recommends. She 
drizzles her lattes with car-
amel or cinnamon, and then 
warmly instructs customers 
to taste the first sip in front 
of her. 

Mammitas Coffee held its 
soft opening Jan. 20 at 224 
S. Linn St. It began with a 
dream to open a f lower and 
coffee shop; Milian’s parents 
had been f lorists in Califor-
nia for 25 years. The shop 
will officially open Saturday.

Milian said she had found 
the location and knew it was 
perfect, but wasn’t sure how 
she would afford the cost of 
opening up. 

“We went home, and I was 
like, ‘Lord, this is a great op-
portunity,’ ” she said. “My 
mom comes upstairs, and 
she grabs my hand, and she 
puts something in my hand, 
and she goes, ‘Go open your 
business,’ and she walked 
away. And it was the exact 
amount that the lady had 
told me I needed to open up 
the place.”

Milian said she was still 

unsure at that point, worried 
about making the wrong de-
cision for her family, until 
she received a message at a 
women’s conference in Ce-

dar Rapids one morning.
“We finally got settled in 

and we sat down. And when I 
sat down, the lady preaching 
goes, ‘There's a woman out 
in this audience,’ ” she said. 

“There's women out in this 
conference, that you feel like 
God has chosen all of your 
friends around you, and ev-
erybody's successful except 

you. You've been fearful of 
opening up a business,’ and 
she's like, ‘God is telling you 
go open your business. I will 
go before you.’”

She decided then to take 

the leap. Friends and mem-
bers of her church, Life 
Church in Coralville, helped 
her do everything from 
cleaning the space to donat-

ing time, food, and equip-
ment for her shop. Her whole 
family was involved in the 
effort as well, from her son 
building her wooden count-
ers to her daughter, who 

helps her open each morning 
before school, and her other 
daughter, Angelina Ortega, 
who runs Mammitas’ so-
cial-media accounts. 

“It’s a labor of love,” she 
said. “I’m very blessed. I 
have no words for what ev-
erybody’s done for me and 
my family.”

Ortega said it’s been her 

mother’s drive that made 
Mammitas a reality.

“It’s definitely been surre-
al. I think you imagine and 
envision something, espe-
cially with a parent because 
it’s hard not to dream with 
them,” she said. “When you 
see it come to life, and you 
see the little things connect, 
it’s such an accomplishment. 
My mom, I feel so proud of 
her.”

When founding Mam-
mitas, Milian said she want-
ed to infuse her culture 
into her shop. Its signature 
drinks include Horchata and 
Dulce de Leche lattes, and 
a variety of Mexican sweet 
breads are offered to eat. In 
the spring, Milian plans to 
introduce fresh juice offer-
ings as well.

“We use Spanish because 
that’s our home language, so 
it’s almost like opening our 
home to other people and 
just inviting them in to just 
enjoy whatever they’re doing 
here,” Ortega said. “There’s 
a lot of different drinks 
and f lavors that come from 
Spanish culture that a lot of 
people don’t realize.”

Iowa City Downtown 
District Executive Director 
Nancy Bird said the Linn 
Street spot will serve as a 
good location for Mammitas.

“The adaptive reuse of the 
storefront on Linn Street 
for Mammitas is great,” she 
said. “It’s just a nice, niche 
space for her and her busi-
ness, and is kind of eclectic, 
and her offerings are a little 
more eclectic.”

A coffee shop built on grounds of faith
For Jacqueline Milian, achieving her dream of opening a flower and coffee shop came through faith and community.

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Mammitas Coffee owner Jacquie Milian poses for a portrait outside of her shop in Iowa City on Jan. 30. 
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BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

URBANDALE — The state 
Board of Regents on Wednes-
day approved the University 
of Iowa’s request to name the 
new Finkbine Clubhouse the 
Nagle Family Clubhouse at 
its meeting in the regents' 
office.

The nearly $10 million 
building will be named in 
honor of Mary Lee Nagle 
Duda and Fritz Duda, whose 
leadership gift made the 
construction of the club-
house possible. 

The Nagle family footed 
the bill for the entire project, 
which UI Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Finance and Opera-

tions Rod Lehnertz said in a 
previous interview with The 
Daily Iowan the UI appre-
ciates because private sup-
port is rising in importance 
as state funding for public 
higher education dwindles.

The newly completed fa-
cility will be ready for use 
during the upcoming spring 
2020 men’s and women’s golf 

season, Lehnertz said during 
Wednesday’s meeting.

“We’re very proud to open 
the season in this new facil-
ity, which will provide, very 
importantly, proper safety 
shelter from severe weather 
incidents for the events that 
can be hosted there,” Leh-
nertz said. 

In addition to having 

proper shelter for severe 
weather, the two-story, 
19,000 square-foot club-
house will include a confer-
ence room or private dining 
space, a pro shop, a restau-
rant and bar, an outdoor 
patio, locker rooms, and 
underground cart storage, 
according to the documents. 

The new amenities will 

make the clubhouse match 
the notoriety Finkbine as 
one of the state’s top-ranked 
golf courses and serve the 
UI’s golf programs, Lehnertz 
said. 

The old 1956 clubhouse will 
be demolished at the end of 
the month with the comple-
tion of the new building, he 
said.

Finkbine clubhouse to carry local family name
The new Finkbine clubhouse will be named after the Nagle family, who donated to the construction of the facility.

BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

URBANDALE — Planning 
will soon be underway for 
an expanded practice and 
operations space for the top-
ranked Hawkeye wrestling 
team after the state Board 
of Regents on Wednesday 
approved the University of 
Iowa’s request to proceed 
with project planning for the 

facility at Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena. 

The project would add a 
3,700 square-foot, two-level 
practice and operations fa-
cility — providing additional 
workout facilities, training 
areas, locker rooms, office 
space, and a tunnel connect-
ing the building to Carver, 
according to regents' docu-
ments. 

The $17 million to $20 mil-

lion project will be funded 
by UI Athletic Department 
gifts, and the project has 
already received $9 million 
in gift commitments. The 
Iowa Athletics Department 
is a self-sustaining unit of 
the university not support-
ed by general-fund appro-
priations. 

The facility fits into the 
Athletic Department’s mul-
tiyear master-planning 

effort that requires and 
benefits from donors and 
supporters, UI Senior Vice 
President of Finance and 
Operations Rod Lehnertz 
said. 

The new facility will also 
have a Hall of Champions 
to showcase the Hawkeye 
wrestling team's accom-
plishments including 23 
NCAA team titles, 35 Big Ten 
Conference team titles, and 

335 All-American honors. 
“Wrestling is a strong suit 

at the University of Iowa,” 
Lehnertz said. “We have 
been an epicenter for the 
wrestling world nationally 
and internationally for de-
cades.” 

The project is much need-
ed, he said, and can benefit 
from the momentum gener-
ated from the current wres-
tling team's success.

With regents’ approval, 
the UI will establish the con-
sultants and designers for 
the project through a search 
process and then develop the 
scope and cost of the project 
to work on fundraising ef-
forts, Lehnertz said. 

The UI will come back to 
the regents with the scope 
and cost of the project after 
the planning process is com-
pleted, Lehnertz said.

Hawkeye wrestling to see expanded facility
The University of Iowa will move forward with planning a $17 million to $20 million project to expand the wrestling 
practice and operations facility at Carver-Hawkeye Arena.

CAUCUSES
FROM FRONT

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa students register before the caucus at the IMU on Monday.
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ACROSS
1 Point
4 Shakespeare character who introduced the
  phrase “primrose path”
11 Word with rights or sights
14 Economic lose-lose
16 Cell stuff
17 Raw fish dish
18 In the back
19 Syllabus section
20 Go for a few rounds
21 2013 Literature Nobelist
23 Service group?
25 Mark on the foreheads of Hindu women
26 Screen-minimizing key
27 Saltine alternative
32 “One” is its final number
33 Riboflavin, alternatively

37 “v,” upturned
38 Swirl
39 “No way!”
42 Lead-in to some important articles?
43 Bees make it
46 Believes
47 Antigone’s sister
49 “Casablanca” co-star
50 Cover
53 Bavaria’s locale
54 Baseball or basketball, but not football
55 Signs in the 2002 sci-fi film “Signs”
58 Crackerjack
59 Retaliate
60 Did catering for
61 Cassandra, for one
62 Employer of Wonder Woman in old comics: Abbr.

DOWN
  1 Sharp
 2 Program that started as SoundJam
 3 Nut
 4 ___-repeated
 5 Disposable party supply
 6 Belabor, with “on”
 7 “___ Is Betta Than Evvah!” (1976 album)
 8 Yarn spinner
 9 Poster finish?
10 Weaknesses
11 IV vis-à-vis II, e.g.
12 Cut off online
13 Kind of alphabet
15 Heaters
22 Cave man?
24 Period of time
25 Savage acts
28 Leader of an olden clan
29 Hero of film and literature who rode the horse
  Tornado
30 Inch
31 Occupant of the Zarzuela Palace
33 Start of a texter’s aside
34 Something a Jedi uses
35 Article of furniture first used for medical 
 purposes
36 Unlisted
40 Picks
41 Beginning of many French stories
43 Adamant refusal
44 Removes, as from a currency control
45 Things toddlers make
48 Hand-held weapon
49 Idle
50 Jack and ___ (bar order)
51 Abbr. next to a star
52 A lot of farmland
56 Actress Issa
57 Certain trailers

americaneedsjournalists.com
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BY CHRIS WERNER
christopher-werner@uiowa.edu

When Iowa gets into the 
pool tonight for its last dual 
meet of the year, it will be 
the team’s final competitive 
swim before the Big Ten 
Championships begin with 
the women’s competition on 
Feb. 19-22.

Before hosting the West-
ern Illinois Leathernecks at 
6 p.m. tonight at the Cam-
pus Recreation and Wellness 
Center, Iowa will hold a se-
nior night celebration where 
they will honor the careers of 
13 Hawkeyes. 

Head coach Marc Long is 
focused on preparations for 
the postseason meets but also 
wants to thank the seniors for 
their hard work.

“This meet is our last com-
petition in preparation for the 
Big Ten Championship sea-
son,” head coach Marc Long 
said. “We’re looking forward 
to that, but we really want to 
celebrate our seniors as we 
head into their final couple of 
months.”

The night will be emotion-

al for many of this season’s 
graduating class. Allyssa Flu-
it will not only be celebrating 
senior night tonight, but also 
her 22nd birthday. 

“I’m excited to reflect on 
the past four years of swim-
ming, which is a very happy 
moment,” Fluit said. “I’ve 
worked toward senior night 
and my final Big Ten trip, so 
I’m going to live in the mo-
ment and look back and enjoy 
the moments I’ve had these 
past four years.”

Over the last four seasons, 
Fluit — a Pleasant Hill, Iowa, 
native — has put her name in 
the Iowa record book, collect-
ing top 10 Hawkeye times in 
the 100, 200, and 500-free. All 
three of those times came at last 
year’s Big Ten championships.

Tonight’s meet will also be 
the regular season finale for 
Western Illinois. The Leath-
ernecks’ men’s team has yet 
to win a dual meet this sea-
son, and the women’s team’s 
only victory of the year came 
on Feb. 1 against Truman 
State by a final of 111-103. 

Meanwhile, Iowa’s men 
are ranked 18th in the TYR/

CSCAA rankings poll and 
19th in the College Swim-
ming rankings. The Hawkeye 
men’s team has a dual meet 
record of 3-3 (2-3 Big Ten). 
Last time out, the men’s team 
finished in second place at the 
Shamrock Invitational on Jan. 
24-25. 

The women’s team fin-
ished in fourth place at that 
meet, highlighted by Mil-
lie Sansome’s school-re-
cord swim of 155.94 in the 
200-back. She broke her 
previous record, which the 
freshman set at the Minneso-
ta Invitational in December. 

In dual meets, the Iowa 
women are 5-4 (3-3) and are 
ranked 38th in the College 
Swimming rankings. 

Iowa has faced off with the 
Leathernecks in the last meet 
of the year — sometimes a 
dual and sometimes a three-
team meet — for at least 
the last decade, and both the 
men’s and women’s teams are 
undefeated against Western 
Illinois in that span. 

The final head-to-head con-
test of the season, barring an 
unprecedented upset, should 

be the perfect way to send the 
Hawkeyes into championship 
season. It should also be a great 

way to honor the class of 2020 
— adding one last victory.

“I’m excited to enjoy this 

moment with my team and 
have fun,” Joe Myhre said. 
“We’re going to race fast.”

BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

Likeable by nature, Iowa 
wrestling’s Tony Cassioppi al-
ways seems to have a smile on 
his face. That doesn’t stop him 
from being mean on the mat, 
where he’s stood out as a dom-
inant heavyweight this season.

The redshirt freshman is 
15-0 this year, highlighted by 
seven wins over ranked foes. 
Cassioppi’s most notable win 
of the season came against 
then-No. 2 Trent Hillger of 
Wisconsin.

Cassioppi has been explo-
sive on the mat, winning by fall 
on five occasions. In his first 
dual as Hawkeye, Cassioppi 
pinned his opponent in under 
two minutes.

The heavyweight’s ruthless-
ness on the mat has made him a 
fan favorite in Iowa City.

“He goes out there and just 
takes care of business,” senior 
Michael Kemerer said. “It’s 
his first year in the lineup, but 
he’s really enjoying it. He’s not 
giving guys too much respect. 
He’s just going out there and 

letting it fly.
“He’s a fun guy to watch for 

sure for the fans, especially as 
a heavyweight. Some people 
leave during the heavyweight 
match, don’t like watching 
heavyweights, but with him I 
think everyone’s staying, and 
I kind of knew it would be 
that way.”

Cassioppi the wrestler al-
most serves as an alter ego 
to Cassioppi the person. The 
285-pounder is renowned by 
his teammates and coaches 
for his prowess on the mat 
and his quality of character 
off of it. 

“I’ve liked some of the things 
I’ve learned about him over 
the last two years,” head coach 
Tom Brands said. “He is a com-
petitor. He’s a nice guy, but he’s 
a competitor.”

Maintaining his edge on the 
mat while remaining hum-
ble and lighthearted off of it 
comes naturally for Cassioppi.

“I’m not like some guys on 
the team where like the entire 
day leading into the match. 
They’re super serious,” Cassiop-
pi said. “Like, if you mess with 

DeSanto while he’s getting fruit 
from the [dish] after weigh-ins. 
It’s not fun. He’s not happy. 
Me, I’m cracking jokes even 
while I’m warming up. Like 
[the 184-pound match], maybe 
I start to focus in on my match 
more, but I still stay pretty re-
laxed the whole time.”

Cassioppi’s mental fortitude 
will undoubtedly be tested over 
the next few weeks.

In Ann Arbor, Michigan, on 
Saturday, No. 3 Cassioppi will 
likely see No. 2 Mason Parris. 
On Feb. 15, the competition will 
only get stiffer for Cassioppi as 
he faces No. 1 Gable Stevenson 
of Minnesota.

Cassioppi isn’t the only 
Hawkeye that will be chal-
lenged in the coming weeks, 
either. Iowa’s battle with the 
Wolverines this weekend 
could feature two other top-10 
matchups. No. 2 Pat Lugo will 
square off with No. 9 Kanen 
Storr at 149-pounds, and No. 4 
Kaleb Young will wrestle No. 8 
Will Lewan at 157-pounds.

“Every match is a big match,” 
Lugo said. “The next match is 
always the most important. 

That’s the way we look at it as 
individuals and as a team. We 
do the same routine, no matter 
if it’s the number one ranked 
guy or a guy that’s not in the 
Big Ten or something like that. 
We got to wake up for every 
match.”

The No. 25 Wolverines are 
not to be trifled with this sea-
son. Michigan has won three 
straight duals against ranked 
opponents, including a win 
over No. 13 Minnesota.

“This is kind of setting us 
up for that last run here,” Ke-

merer said. “So, [we’re] just 
especially staying healthy 
and really pushing our bod-
ies and working to score 
points. Just the same stuff as 
always, but just we’re really 
sharpening up now, and it’s 
getting to be fun.”

Hawkeyes aim to slow down Wolverines
Tony Cassioppi has quickly become a star for Iowa wrestling and looks to lead the team against its final three opponents.

Iowa set for Friday dual with Western Illinois
In the last dual meet of the season, Western Illinois comes to Iowa City tonight to face off against the Hawkeyes on Senior Night.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s 285-pound Tony Cassioppi wrestles Nebraska’s Christian Lance during a wrestling dual meet 
between Iowa and Nebraska at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Jan. 18.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Iowa's Allyssa Fluit participates in the Women’s 200 freestyle during an intrasquad meet at the 
Campus Recreation and Wellness Center on Sept. 28, 2019.
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four years — it really helped 
a lot. It gave me a lot of confi-
dence for this year. All of the 
success that I have defensive-
ly has been because of him 
and Coach Heller.”

Fullard’s coach has taken 
notice of his improvement.

Heller said Fullard worked 
on his arm strength in the 
offseason, which was previ-
ously a concern.

Last season, four players 
recorded starts at second — 
Boe (46), Fullard (4), Bren-

dan Sher (4), and Matthew 
Sosa (1).

It hasn’t been an open po-
sition in nearly four years. 

But with the bat Fullard 
showed in 2019, he could pro-
vide the best of both worlds if 
things work out this season.

“I think Izaya’s up for it,” 
Heller said. “He’s put himself 
in a position where he’s a way 
better defender than he was 
at any point last season. The 
jury’s out [on] is it going to 
work or not work… He knows 
that our team will be better 
with his bat in the lineup as 
the second baseman.” 

Most 5-foot-11, 240-pound 
players don’t play second 

base. But Fullard is an 
anomaly. 

He proved last season 
when Boe missed time with 
an injury that he possesses 
the athleticism necessary to 
play the position.

Now, it’s a matter of doing 
it day in and day out. 

“I think a lot of it is we have 
[freshman] Peyton Williams 
coming in early, so I think 
he’ll be able to hold the first 
base role,” Iowa catcher Aus-
tin Martin said. “That kind 
of frees up Izaya to use some 
of his athleticism over at sec-
ond instead of having him 
trapped over at first. It opens 
up some options.”

McDonald was a team cap-
tain for the Hawkeyes last 
season and finished fifth in 
program history with 203 strike-
outs. With Dreyer returning 
fully healthy, it’s his turn to be at 
the top of the Iowa rotation.

“Dreyer’s got elite stuff,” Io-
wa catcher Austin Martin said. 
“To have him back on our staff 
this year is definitely a plus. Just 
another guy in our rotation. We 
have all of our guys from last 
year back, except for Cole Mc-
Donald. I think Jack will defi-

nitely step into that role that 
Cole held last year.”

Being out for almost the en-
tirety of last season gave Dreyer 
a different perspective on the 
game.

Instead of being caught up 
in the heat of the action, Dreyer 
could sit back and observe what 
was happening around him.

“When you’re not playing, you 
kind of have a backseat and can 
watch what other guys are doing 
right or maybe doing wrong,” 
Dreyer said. “Last year, we had 
a lot of great leaders telling us 
what’s right and what’s wrong. 
I was really able to take a closer 
look at what they meant by that 
stuff. I think that kind of helps 

prepare me for what’s expected 
of me this season.”

Beyond just missing being 
out on the diamond, Dreyer 
wants to get back to being with 
the team.

An injury obviously takes a 
physical toll on a player. What 
sometimes goes unnoticed is 
how it can remove a player from 
their teammates.

“I’m most excited just to be 
traveling with the team again,” 
Dreyer said. “I missed out on 
last year, not getting to travel. 
The team element. You’re on a 
baseball team, but if you’re not 
traveling you really miss out on 
that team aspect. I’m excited to 
get back to doing that again.”

FULLARD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

DREYER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

In the end, the Hawkeyes 
came up on top in every 
major statistical category. 
They out rebounded the 
Cornhuskers, 47-38, and 
won the assist battle, 23-16. 

“I’m really proud of my 
team,” sophomore center 
Monika Czinano said. “We 
definitely found some open 
people, hit down some open 
shots that really changed 
the course of the game.” 

The Hawkeyes had dif-
ferent players leading the 
team across the major sta-
tistical categories. Czina-
no scored a team-high 23 
points. Iowa’s rebounding 
leader was senior forward 
Amanda Ollinger with 13 
boards. She notched a dou-
ble-double with 11 points. 

Senior guard Kathleen 
Doyle led the team in as-
sists with 15 — a program 
record for assists in a single 
game. Samantha Logic had 
the previous record with 14. 

“I didn’t know how ma-
ny I had when they said 
it, but I was just thinking 
about all the missed layups 
I had,” Doyle said. “I was 
just glad we were winning 
the game.”

Doyle was second on the 
team in points with 15. The 
senior guard took off in the 
second half like the team 
did. She had 10 points and 
seven assists in the final 
two quarters.

Junior guard Alexis Sevil-
lian played an instrumental 
part in the game, scoring 11 
points. This was a contin-

uation of her previous two 
games, where she scored 15 
points in each contest.

“We have so much con-
fidence in her 3-point 
shooting,” Iowa head 
coach Lisa Bluder said. 
“She had a big one for 
us in the fourth quarter 
on the baseline corner. 
Again, I think Lexi is re-
ally doing a good job spot-
ting up for 3’s and has 
a lot of confidence. She 
puts a lot of time in, so 
she should have a lot of 
confidence.” 

Improving from their last 
performance against the 
Cornhuskers was key for 
the Hawkeyes. Last time, 
Nebraska had five players 
score in the double-digits. 
This time, it was three.

“We were trying to mix 
up our defenses a little bit 
to keep them off track,” 
Bluder said. “But I thought 
our 3-point defense was re-
ally good tonight.”

Not only did the 
Hawkeyes improve defen-
sively but also offensively, 
as the team shot 47.4 per-
cent from the field. The last 
time out against the Corn-
huskers, the Hawkeyes shot 
36.8 percent from the field. 

The Hawkeyes also im-
proved from their last 
game, which was a 78-63 
loss at Michigan. They only 
had 24 rebounds and com-
mitted 17 turnovers.

Tonight, they had 13 
turnovers and only four in 
the second half. 

The Hawkeyes are now 
19-4 overall and 10-2 in the 
Big Ten. They play against 
Purdue at 1 p.m. Feb. 9 in 
West Lafayette. 

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

said. “She’s a big difference 
maker for us.”

After logging 16 minutes 
in Sunday’s loss at Michigan, 
Czinano was locked in and 
ready to play the entire game 
against the Cornhuskers.

Czinano played 34 min-
utes and led the team with 23 
points in Iowa’s 76-60 win over 
Nebraska at home, the team’s 
33rd straight win in Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena.

“It felt good at practice yes-
terday and felt good today,” 
Czinano said. “We’ve got the 
best athletic training staff in 
the world, and they take really 
good care of us.”

The Hawkeyes started slow-
ly, scoring just 13 in the first 
quarter as Nebraska put the 
clamps on and forced turn-
overs.

However, Czinano’s uptick 
in offensive performance saw 
Iowa improve as a whole. After 
scoring six in the first quarter, 
the Minnesota native added 
eight more to get into double 
digits in the first half.

Although the team some-
what forced looks inside to her 
early on, Czinano managed to 
get better ball security and cre-
ate more open looks as the half 
went on.

Maybe most surprising was 
Czinano’s desire to draw con-
tact inside. It would be under-
standable if Czinano was a bit 
cautious after suffering a nasty 
injury through heavy contact. 

However, she managed to get 
the foul line several times and 
was a force to be reckoned 
with on the offensive boards.

Dealing with adversity is 
nothing new for Czinano and 
is something that has allowed 
her to stand out throughout 
the season. As if moving from 
a role player last season to a 
full-time starter was not dif-
ficult enough, she’s had to fill 
the shoes of Iowa great Megan 
Gustafson. 

Czinano has not skipped a 
beat throughout the season 
and has continued to excel 
on the offensive end as the 
third leading scorer on the 
team with 14 points per game.  
Czinano cooled off in the sec-
ond half, but still led the team 
in scoring with 23 points on 
55 percent shooting. She also 

added eight rebounds, two as-
sists, and only committed one 
foul in 34 minutes of action.

Czinano’s rebounding stood 
out in the second half in par-
ticular. She managed to draw 
several fouls on the boards 
and gave Iowa second chanc-
es on the glass. Although Iowa 
managed to hold its own in the 
post position with the absence 
of Czinano, getting her back 
is another great boost for the 
team at this point in the sea-
son. 

“Monika’s really good inside 
for us on the block scoring,” 
Iowa guard Kathleen Doyle 
said. “Amanda [Ollinger] was 
holding her own in the other 
games, but it’s nice to have 
another big player in there, 
especially so we can avoid foul 
trouble.”

CZINANO
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Megan Nagorzansk/The Daily Iowan
Iowa center Monika Czinano shoots during a women's basketball game between Iowa and Nebraska at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Thursday.



Track and field hits the 
road for weekend meets

With many away meets ahead, 
the Iowa track and field team 
starts the second half of its 
indoor season today as some 
team members travel to Nebras-
ka and others go to Indiana for 
the weekend.

Those who traveled to Lincoln 
for the Frank Sevigne Husker 
Invitational include the team’s 
sprinters, multi-event athletes, 
and hurdlers. One of the hur-

dlers, previous-
ly redshirted 
freshman Grant 
Conway, will 
compete in his 
first collegiate 
meet ever this 
weekend.

“I’ve had 
mixed feelings 
about it, 
because it’s 

so late in the season,” Conway 
said. “But I’m also excited 
because not many freshmen 
— especially on the men’s 
side — get to compete for Iowa 
their freshman year. It doesn’t 
happen very often. I finally get 
to put on the Black and Gold for 
the rest of the indoor season 
and hopefully for all of the 
outdoor season.”

Iowa gymnastics takes 
on tough competition

The Iowa men’s and women’s 
gymnastics teams travel this 
weekend to take on tough 
competition during week eight 
of the gymnastics season.

The No. 10 men’s team 
travels to Norman, Oklahoma, 
to compete 
against the 
No. 1 Oklahoma 
Sooners at 5 
p.m. Saturday.

The Sooners, a 
stronger vault 
and floor team, 
completed 
a team-high 
423.95 this 
season, yet lost to No. 2 ranked 
Stanford two weeks ago. The 
two top runners in NCAA men’s 
gymnastics battled out a 
420.050-408.200 finish in Palo 
Alto, California.

The Hawkeyes are led by 
sophomore Evan Davis, who won 

the rings event 
(13.500) last 
week against 
Minnesota and 
set multiple 
personal bests 
at Nebraska. 
Senior Bran-
don Wong set 
a career best 

on vault (14.100) 
last weekend.

For the women's GymHawks, 
the team heads up to Minne-
apolis to take on the Golden 
Gophers at 6 
p.m. Saturday.

Minnesota is 
currently 3-1 on 
the year, taking 
home the most 
recent win 
against Ohio 
State, 196.300-
195.225. Minne-
sota’s highpoint 
on the season was taking home 
a first place victory (196.875) in 
a quad-meet against Rutgers, 
Bowling Green, and Division III 

Ursinus.
The women 

are led by 
sophomore 
Lauren Guerin 
— who ranks 
all-time third 
on floor from 
her 9.950 per-
formance at 

Penn State, and 
senior Clair Kaji 

— who recorded a season-high 
beam score (9.850) and tied the 
event with Michigan State last 
weekend in Carver.

BY ISAAC GOFFIN
isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu

A strong second half was just what the Iowa women’s basketball team needed 
to push its home winning streak to 33.

The Hawkeyes defeated Nebraska Thursday night, 76–60. 
At halftime, the score was 35-32 in favor of the Hawkeyes. But that was too close 

for comfort for Iowa. 
The Hawkeyes started off the second half with a 14-10 run. The ability to main-

tain intensity was key for the team. 

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu 

Sometimes a season ends before it even has 
a chance to get going. That was the case for Jack 
Dreyer last season.

Iowa baseball’s premier left-handed pitcher on-
ly appeared in 7.1 innings last season before being 
shut down for the remainder of the year with a 
shoulder injury.

Dreyer is back to being healthy 
and ready to take the ball to begin 
the 2020 campaign.

“[Dreyer’s] in a great spot right 
now,” Iowa head coach Rick Heller 
said. “It’s better than it was at any 
point prior to this. He’s strong, he’s 
healthy, he’s confident. He’s pitch-

ing really well right now every time 
that we’ve done our live sets.”

A shoulder injury is always something that’s 
tough to come back from — especially for a pitcher.

Iowa’s southpaw went through an extensive 
training program after his injury to ensure he’d be 
ready to go for Opening Day.

“My rehab process was pretty elaborate over the 
offseason,” Dreyer said. “I’ve continued to do cer-
tain stretches, work on flexibility, things like that. 
In the offseason when you’re rehabbing, you’re 
alone. Nobody is there checking up on you or any-
thing like that. It’s just on you that you’re getting 
the work in that you need to do, and that down the 
road that’s going to work out for you.”

Before his injury last season, Dreyer was slotted 
in as Iowa’s Saturday starter. After pitcher Cole 
McDonald graduated following last season, Drey-
er is likely to be the Friday night starter for the 
Hawkeyes to begin the season.

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu 

Izaya Fullard became a popular face around 
Duane Banks Field in 2019, but he won’t be found 
at the same place in 2020.

After logging 37 of his 50 starts at first base last 
season, Fullard will be counted on to man second 
base for the majority of the season.

Fullard showed his prowess at the plate in his 
first year with the Hawkeyes, leading Iowa with a 
.307 average. Now, he wants to show his ability in 
the field. 

“As of now, I think second base is the going to be 
the position I’m starting at,” Fullard said. “Every-
one in the infield can move around. I’ve taken a lot 
of reps at first, taken some at third. Whatever the 
team needs is really what I’m going to do.”

Fullard has some big shoes to fill, however.

The North Liberty, Iowa, native will replace 
Mitchell Boe, one of the best defensive second 
basemen in the Big Ten for the past three seasons.

Boe committed 20 errors over four years for the 
Hawkeyes. That’s not a bad mark, considering he 
played in 193 games.

Fullard practiced behind Boe at second for all of 
last season, so that experience will only help the 
junior moving forward.

After losing such a key cog in the lineup, Fullard 
has the chance to become the next steady-handed 
middle infielder at Iowa.

“In my opinion, [Boe] was the best defensive 
second baseman in the Big Ten, maybe the coun-
try,” Fullard said. “Just getting to practice with him 
every day and getting to learn from him — he was 
here for four years, under Coach [Rick] Heller for 
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HAWKEYE UPDATES Hawks surge past Huskers 

New year, new 
position for Fullard
Izaya Fullard led Iowa with his bat last season, but he’ll have to do 
the same in the field this season after a position change.

Iowa lost a key pitcher when 
Jack Dreyer was shut down 
with an injured shoulder last 
season. Now, he’s ready to 
anchor the rotation.

SEE FULLARD,  7 SEE DREYER, 7

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Iowa infielder Izaya Fullard poses for a portrait during baseball media day in the UI Recreation Building on Thursday.

Dreyer set 
to be Friday 
night starter 
in 2020

SEE BASKETBALL, 7

The Hawkeyes led by three at halftime, but they 
pushed that lead even further in the second half 

to win their 33rd consecutive home game.

22
The Iowa baseball team 
returns

“Every night, I'm 
drawing lineups 
out until I go to 
bed. My wife is 
ready to kill me.”

 —Iowa head 
coach Rick 
Heller on 
tinkering with 
his lineup

QUOTE OF THE DAY

STAT OF THE DAY
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letter winners from last 
season

Dreyer

Davis

Conway

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Kathleen Doyle drives to the basket during a women's basketball game between Iowa and Nebraska at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Thursday. The Hawkeyes defeated the 
Cornhuskers, 76-60.

Wong

Guerin

Kaji

BY BEN PALYA
benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu

Recovering from an injury is never easy, especially in a short period of time. 
However, Monika Czinano has managed to get back into the starting lineup 
right away for the Hawkeyes.

After spraining her ankle in a nasty collision against Michigan State on Jan. 
26, Czinano is back on the court, and has managed to nearly make a full re-
covery in just 10 days. 

“It’s nice to have Monika a little healthier,” Iowa head coach Lisa Bluder 

SEE CZINANO, 7

After suffering an ankle injury on Jan. 26, 
Monika Czinano returned to the lineup and led 

the Hawkeyes in scoring against Nebraska.
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