
2020 Dems campaign in 
Iowa before caucuses
Five Democratic presidential-nom-
ination candidates made stops in 
and around Iowa City this weekend 
before Iowa’s first-in-the-nation 
caucuses.

UI president says 'we 
support you' at Stonewall 
commemoration
The UI community commemorated 
the 50th anniversary of Stonewall 
late Jan. 31. During the celebra-
tion, UI President Bruce Harreld 
urged Hawkeyes to continue 
pushing the university to act on 
LGBTQ rights.

Hit the Wall brings LGBTQ 
history to life
Hit The Wall opened at the UI 
Theatre Department on Jan. 31, 
illuminating the stage with the 
story of a pivotal point in LGBTQ 
history. The remaining shows will 
run through Feb. 8, with each show 
starting at 8 p.m.

Garza dangerous from 
deep against Illinois
Iowa’s star center didn’t score in 
the first 15 minutes against Illinois 
but took over late both inside 
the point and beyond the 3-point 
arc. Garza hit four 3’s on nine 
attempts, adding a new element to 
his game.

Big Ten competition 
proves fierce for Iowa
Ten of the Big Ten’s 14 teams are 
either ranked or receiving votes, 
meaning the Hawkeyes need to 
lock in for their final nine games 
if they want to secure a high seed 
for the conference tournament.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.
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The Daily Iowan
A ‘Hawkeye Caucus’

BY ALEXANDRA SORES
alexandra-skores@uiowa.edu

A triple-major with hope for effective policy. A 
woman from a Republican family stepping foot on 
a liberal campus. A student with conservative be-
liefs trying to create relationships with those who 
hold opposing views. A Jewish identity searching 
for a candidate to support her beliefs. A woman of 
color hoping to make politics a lifelong career. 

The University of Iowa is at the center of heavily 
Democratic Johnson County, and each caucusing 
student has their own stories of how they got into 
Iowa politics.

For some, college is a time to grow and develop 
new experiences. Coming to the UI could prompt 
new environments and surroundings. While some 
engage in research, join clubs, or play sports, oth-
ers take it upon themselves to devote time to presi-
dential campaigns ahead of the Iowa caucuses.

UI Visiting Professor David Redlawsk, author of 
Why Iowa? said there are significant responsibili-
ties placed upon students who get involved in the 
Iowa caucuses.

“[Student organizers] often either just gradu-
ated college or in some cases put college on hold 
while they've gone to work full time for a cam-
paign,” Redlawsk said.

SEE ORGANIZERS, 3A

Top left: Jack Bryson poses for a portrait in Poindexter Coffee on Feb. 1. Top middle:  Shayna Jaskolka poses for a portrait in Poindexter Coffee on Jan. 24.  Top right: Haley Ed-
wards poses for a portrait in Poindexter Coffee on Sunday. Bottom left: Isabelle te Duits poses for a portrait in Poindexter Coffee on Jan. 24. Bottom right: Zoe Swinton poses for a 
portrait in Poindexter Coffee on Jan. 31. (Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan) 

Leading up to today's Iowa caucuses, UI students have devoted much of their time outside the classroom 
to organizing for their chosen candidate. Five Hawkeyes shared their stories with The Daily Iowan.

BY DI STAFF
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Democratic presidential-nomination candidates 
stampeded across eastern Iowa this weekend. For-
mer Vice President Joe Biden rallied in North Liber-
ty, independent Senator from Vermont Bernie Sand-
ers campaigned with indie band Vampire Weekend 

in Cedar Rapids, Senator from Massachusetts Eliz-
abeth Warren stumped in an Iowa City high school, 
former South Bend, Indiana Mayor Pete Buttigieg 
hammered his mid-road message in Coralville, and 
businessman Tom Steyer shook hands in Backpocket 
Brewery.

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

In an effort to improve access to the 
Iowa caucuses, Iowa City Transit will 
add new bus routes serving caucus loca-
tions today. 

The routes will be available at normal 
cost and include many caucus locations 
outside of the regular Iowa City Transit 
routes. 

Four new bus routes have been added 
to service caucus sites in Iowa City: 

The Johnson County Fairgrounds 
Shuttle will service the Democratic and 
Republican caucus locations at the John-
son County Fairgrounds, 4265 Oak Crest 
Hill Road SE.

The Terry Trueblood/Alexander El-
ementary Shuttle will run to the Dem-
ocratic caucus site at Terry Trueblood 
Recreation Area, 579 McCollister Blvd., 
and the Republican site at Alexander El-
ementary, 3571 Sycamore St.

The Alexander Elementary Shuttle 
will service the Democratic caucus loca-
tion at Alexander Elementary School. 

The Clarion/ICCSD Building Shuttle 
will run to the Republican caucus loca-
tion at the Iowa City Community School 
District’s Office Building, 1725 N. Dodge 
St., and the Democratic location at the 
Clarion Hotel, 2525 N. Dodge St. 

A complete list of bus routes to Iowa 
City caucus locations can be found on 

How to 
caucus 
in JoCo 

SEE CANDIDATES, 2A

Candidates squeeze 
in last caucus visits

SEE CAUCUS, 5A

Presidential hopefuls visited Iowa for a final swing through the first-in 
the-nation caucus state to garner support from undecided caucusgoers.

New bus routes and 
accessibility efforts are 
part of a collective effort 
to increase access to 
tonight’s Iowa caucuses. 

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Former Vice President Joe Biden takes the stage during a campaign event in North Liberty on Feb. 1, two days away from the 
Iowa caucuses. Biden stopped to give a final pitch to Iowa caucusgoers.
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Go to dailyiowan.com 
to see slideshows and 
more coverage of the 
candidates’ visits. Follow 
along tonight for coverage 
of the Iowa caucuses.

NATIONAL POLITICS
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Iowa City is the top city 
in Iowa to see presidential 
hopefuls without an airport, 
according to the Des Moines 
Register candidate tracker. 
Candidates made exactly 
100 public stops in Iowa 
City as of Sunday night. 
Fellow Johnson County cit-
ies of North Liberty and 
Coralville have also seen 
their fair share of stops with 
9 and 12 visits, respectively.

To cap a busy Iowa cau-
cus cycle, here’s what can-
didates said in eastern Io-
wa just before the Monday 
night finish line.

Biden
In an interview with The 

Daily Iowan, Biden said he’s 
not concerned about poll-
ing behind his fellow nom-
ination-candidates among 
young and first-time cau-
cusgoers and defended his 
record on advocating for 
women’s rights. 

“[President Trump] is a 
man who in fact does not 
does not share the values 
of the Constitution … that 
is damaging us,” Biden said 
in an interview with the DI. 
“Not only at home — he’s 
pitting men against women, 
the way he talks about wom-
en, the way he deals with 
women, the way in which he 
deals with the whole issue of 
race.”

Biden held a town hall 
in North Liberty on Feb. 1, 

where more than 300 people 
gathered to hear Biden be-
fore heading out on Feb. 3 to 
decide whom to caucus for. 

Biden has struggled to 
garner support from young 
caucusgoers. A Jan. 13 poll 
from Monmouth University 
showed 13 percent of likely 
caucusgoers between the 
ages of 18-49 would caucus 
for Biden as a first-choice 
candidate, behind Sanders 
with 26 percent and Warren 
with 22 percent. 

Biden said he does not 
think his moderate-Demo-
cratic platform will affect 
his support among young 
people on caucus night. He 
said that because he jumped 
into the race months af-
ter Sanders and Warren, 
the two farther-left lean-
ing candidates were able to 
start building their on-the-
ground support earlier on. 

“Bernie has been out 
there a long, long time run-
ning, and he’s, to his credit, 
build up a base,” Biden said 
to the DI. “Elizabeth has as 
well.”

Buttigieg
In a final Iowa campaign 

push, presidential hopeful 
Buttigieg hammered on a 
message of compromise 
and stressed his ability to 
win over independents and 
disaffected Republicans on 
Sunday. 

Around 900 people gath-
ered in a gym at North-
west Junior High School in 
Coralville to hear the former 
South Bend, Indiana mayor 
make his final pitch. 

Buttigieg said he is 

uniquely positioned to 
reach out to independents 
and “future former Repub-
licans” in the general elec-
tion. He said his message 
appeals to a broad majority 
of Americans that crosses 
generational, racial, and 
ideological divides.

“Sometimes you may get 
the message that we’ve got 
to choose between either 
a revolution or the sta-
tus quo,” Buttigieg said. “I 
think there’s another way.”

While he noted that he 
has respect for Biden, Butt-
igieg said he’s offering a 
fresh, outsider perspective 
that has historically been 
successful for Democrats.

“Every single time my par-
ty has won the White House 
in the last 50 years, we have 
done it with a candidate 
who is new in national pol-
itics, who is opening the 
door to a new generation of 
leadership, and who either 
doesn’t work in Washington 
or hasn’t been there very 
long,” Buttigieg said.

Sanders
During an event consist-

ing of an acoustic rendition 
of Bob Dylan’s song “The 
Times They Are a-Changin'” 
and an emotional introduc-
tion from former Ohio state 
Sen. Nina Turner, Sand-
ers’ usual stump speech 
was transformed into a 
last-minute battle cry be-
fore today’s caucuses.

Donning a simple black 
suit and his ever-present, 
moderately adrift hair, the 
independent senator from 
Vermont said he could not 

believe the kind of turnout 
his campaign is receiving in 
Iowa.

“The reason I believe 
we’re going to win tomor-
row night is ... because of 
you,” Sanders said. “At the 
end of the day, the only way 
we are going to defeat Don-
ald Trump, the most dan-
gerous president in the his-
tory of this country, is when 
millions of people stand up 
and say, ‘Sorry, we will not 
accept a president who is a 
pathological liar.’ ”

To Sanders, the momen-
tum created by his cam-
paign is unprecedented. 
A win in Iowa, he added, 
would show that the Amer-
ican people are ready for a 
political revolution.

"Let us stand together as 
Americans around an agen-
da that works for all of us, 
not just the one percent," he 
said.

On Feb. 1, Sanders — with 
the help of Vampire Week-
end — filled the U.S. Cellu-
lar Center in Cedar Rapids 
with a raucous, party-like 
atmosphere. 

Steyer
First-year student Sydnie 

Franklin came to see presi-
dential hopeful and billion-
aire Steyer at Backpock-
et Brewery in Coralville, 
hoping to hear a signature 
line from his television and 
digital advertising — “Don-
ald Trump is a fraud and a 
failure.”

“If he doesn’t say that — 
I’m going to be kind of dis-
appointed. I think it works, 
I think it’s a good selling 

point, right now, for the cli-
mate we’re at right now, it’s 
clever,” Franklin said, add-
ing she plans to caucus for 
the first time, but she is not 
completely decided which 
candidate she will support.

Steyer has spent an esti-
mated $11.8 million adver-
tising in Iowa, according to 
FiveThirtyEight. 

Iowa City resident Caris-
sa Gunderson, 36, said she 
doesn't watch much TV and 
was instead swayed to cau-
cus for Steyer by canvassers 
who came to her home.

“I was introduced to [St-
eyer] because one of his can-
vassers came by the house a 
couple months ago, and I 
wasn’t familiar with who he 
was at all,” Gunderson said. 
“I read about his five rights 
and I thought that was pret-
ty awesome. I liked that he 
wasn’t tied to any politi-
cal party intensely ... being 
a little bit of an outsider 
might be helpful.” 

Steyer’s website outlines 
five universal human rights 
he believes should be pro-
tected under the law — the 
right to health, an equal 
vote, clean air and clean wa-
ter, the right to learn, and 
the right to a living wage. 

Warren
Warren is leaning heav-

ily into her argument that 
a woman can win just days 
ahead of the caucus, as well 
as that she can build the 
biggest coalition with a pro-
gressive vision.

In an interview with the 
DI, Warren said she could 
win in November, saying 
she wanted to dispel any no-
tion that a woman couldn’t 
win against Trump.

“Part of it is I just want to 

make sure we’re not playing 
on a playing field that says, 
‘Oh, can we really trust this 
to a woman?’ The answer is 
the guys have lost a lot more 
than the women have,” War-
ren said.

As the field winnows, 
her campaign has picked 
up several high-profile en-
dorsements from previ-
ous candidates and some 
supporters who backed 
someone else for the Dem-
ocratic nomination before 
dropping out — including 
former candidate Julián 
Castro — bolstering her ar-
gument that she can bring 
in Democrats from dis-
solved campaigns.

“I have people right 
now are working for me 
and trying to help me get 
elected here in Iowa who 
still have a Cory sticker on 
the back of their phones,” 
Warren said in the inter-
view. “And you know what, 
that’s just fine. Because 
this is part of bringing our 
voices together.”

One Iowa City resident, 
Carol Adderley, 60, said 
she was split 50/50 on 
supporting either Warren 
or Sanders. She came out 
to see Warren in person, 
which boosted her opinion 
of the Massachusetts sena-
tor, and would see Sanders 
again before making her 
final decision.

“It’s funny because I’ve 
never been indecisive be-
fore,” Adderley said. “In 
2016 it was Sandes … it was 
when there was hardly any-
body out there I was like, 
‘Oh, this is my guy.’ Years 
ago, my first time in Iowa, 
I caucused for Jesse Jack-
son. Like, it’s always been so 
clear to me.”
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CANDIDATES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The Daily Iowan staff
2020 Democratic presidential-nomination candidates Biden, Buttigieg, Sanders, Steyer, and Warren campaign in Iowa.

MAGIC 8 BALL

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City resident Windy Weber plays a game of pool at Deadwood in downtown Iowa City on Sunday. After the game, she planned to watch the Super 
Bowl with the other patrons. 
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Traditionally, younger 
generations do not turn out 
to vote or caucus at rates as 
high as older generations. 
This year, however, turnout 
among younger generations 
is expected to be higher, ac-
cording to the CIRCLE-Tisch 
College/Suffolk, UI youth 
poll.

For the 2020 Iowa caucus-
es, The Daily Iowan chose to 
highlight five Hawkeyes who 
devoted their time to helping 
their preferred candidate get 
elected. 

Zoe Swinton for Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt.

While typing away on her 
iPhone on social-media plat-
forms, fourth-year UI stu-
dent Zoe Swinton said she 
has sent hundreds of texts, 
spent hours canvassing, and 
sent four mass emails to the 
student body since her last 
year at the UI began. 

At 9 years old, Swinton’s 
parents brought her to vari-
ous rallies and she watched 
prominent political races on 
TV. Dreading watching poli-
tics growing up, young Swin-
ton knew she never wanted 
to take part in it — but recog-
nized it was important to pay 
attention.

In 2014, Swinton heard her 
preferred candidate — Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. — speak 
for the first time. The 2016 cy-
cle was the first year Swinton 
reached legal voting age.

“I got really excited about 
what he was proposing,” 
Swinton said. “I think be-
cause it related directly to 
me, and it felt like what he 
was offering was going to ac-
tually change my life, where-
as other politicians’ policies 
just kind of affected it a little 
bit. I got really excited about 
the prospect of it.”

Swinton said as a Sand-
ers campaign intern, on 
average she typically leaves 
her apartment at 8 a.m. and 
won't return until midnight 
between a heavy class sched-
ule and caucus planning. As 
a triple major in ethics and 
public policy, psychology, 
and anthropology, Swinton 
has as many as five classes 
to attend in her day, and 
every minute in between is 
devoted to organizing. 

Being the president of the 
Hawkeyes for Bernie student 
organization and a full-time 
student, the soon-to-be UI 
graduate plans to continue 
her busy schedule with the 
campaign until she can find 
work. Swinton said she be-
lieves in Sanders because she 
feels his policies are universal 
and filled with integrity.

“I want to do everything 
I can right now to get him 
elected,” Swinton said. “Sac-
rificing a little bit in my life 
right now is going to benefit 
the majority.”

Isabelle te Duits for 
South Bend, Indiana 
Mayor Pete Buttigieg

UI senior Isabelle te Duits’ 
Iowa City family supported 
Republican candidates all her 
life and raised her to share 
those values. As she grew old-
er and began to develop her 
own opinions, it created ten-

sion within the family. The 
once Republican household 
learned to steer away from 
political conversations. 

Parents their children’s 
viewpoints in many ways. Ac-
cording to a study done by the 
American Family Survey, vot-
ing parents are more likely to 
have conversations with their 
children about politics and 
various political beliefs very 
early on in child development. 
The beliefs can sometimes 
be carried on for the rest of a 

child’s life.
“I wasn’t really able to form 

my own opinions and know 
what I truly believed — I just 
heard stuff from my parents 
and that’s what I took as gos-
pel,” te Duits said. “I didn’t 
really question it.”

College life proved to be a 
new landscape for the mar-
keting-analytics student, and 
she navigated through beliefs 
and opinions she had never 

heard before — those of the 
Democratic Party.

As te Duits continued at 
the UI, she began to follow a 
podcast, Pod Save America, to 
help her better understand 
the “big gorilla” she called 
politics.

The interest for more in-
formation led her to watch 
the Democratic debates, 
leading her to her preferred 
candidate, former South 
Bend, Indiana Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg. Te Duits said she 
believes that Buttigieg’s ideas 
will unify the country. 

“Pete came into my life 
and I just haven’t looked 
back since,” te Duits said. “It 
was really him who got me 
into politics and wanting to 

volunteer.”
As the current co-chair 

of UI student organization 
Hawkeyes for Pete, te Duits 
devotes her time in between 
classes to get students aware 
of the different Buttigieg-re-
lated events on campus via 
social media. She also will 
be a captain for Iowa City 
Precinct 20 at the Iowa City 
Public Library and volunteers 
for the national Buttigieg 
campaign. 

In her time with his cam-

paign, te Duits has seen and 
heard stories of people with 
Republican backgrounds 
committing to caucus for 
Buttigieg through canvassing 
efforts — what she believes 
helps others understand why 
she changed her beliefs.

“I think that background 
has really changed my per-
ception and how I how I see 
politics — I want things to 
get done,” te Duits said. “I 

think that polarization really 
inhibits things from getting 
done.

Te Duits said her mother 
voted for the Democratic Par-
ty for the first time in 2018 — 
a time at which te Duits felt 
as though she had made a 
breakthrough with her par-
ents and their beliefs. Now, 
te Duits’ mother is caucusing 
and volunteering for Butti-
gieg, all while supporting her 
daughter.

“But now it's definitely 
difficult having discussions 
with some of my family 
members,” te Duits said. “My 
dad doesn't like talking to me 
about politics and stuff, and 
I love talking because I like 
to understand their side and 

why they believe the things 
that they do.”

Jack Bryson for Presi-
dent Trump

When first-year student 
Jack Bryson came to the UI, 
he discovered that not many 
of those around him shared 
his conservative views. 

A political-science major, 
Bryson had always been in-
trigued by politics of both 
sides and wanted to learn 
more. After the 2016 prima-

ries, Bryson began studying 
the history of past elections 
and making more political ob-
servations in his spare time.

“I would research informa-
tion for both sides, I watch 
the news, watch video analy-
ses,” he said. “And ever since 
the summer of 2016, I've been 
pretty steadily following pol-
itics on both sides and just 
how the government plays 
out.”

Bryson quickly aligned 
himself with the Republican 
Party — which would become 
a key part of his day-to-day 
life at the UI. Coming off his 
first semester, Bryson cur-
rently volunteers and leads 
the UI’s Students for Trump 
chapter.

For Bryson, President 
Trump’s stances on national 
security threats motivated 
him to work for Trump as 
his candidate to win this 
November. 

The Sheridan, Iowa native 
said outside of campaign 
work and advocacy, he enjoys 
working out at the Campus 
Wellness and Recreation 
Center and holds a part-time 
job on campus. 

“Part of the appeal of … 
going [to the UI] was being 
involved with the campaigns 
during the whole caucus 
side,” Bryson said. “And 
thankfully, I was able to be 
gifted an opportunity to earn 
leadership positions already 
just as a freshman.”

Bryson said he found it 
hard to speak to friends 
about his stances on politics, 
yet doesn’t let that hinder his 
beliefs or their friendship.

“I like to put people ahead 

of politics, and that's why I 
just find it really relieving 
to me that I've been able to 
make fantastic friends who 
live on the floor with me and 
all completely disagree with 
me on politics,” Bryson said. 
“My best friends and I have 
been able to put the issues 
away and see each other as 
people.”

While he is aware that his 
friends do not prefer his ide-

ology, Bryson said he doesn't 
feel targeted for his beliefs. 
During his least busy course 
workdays, Bryson said he 
makes nearly 250 phone calls 
to voters.

“As a country, we should 
be able to see the good in 
people, regardless of their 
ideology and just be able to 
be friends, communicate, 
be civil,” Bryson said. “And I 
think what I've done on cam-
pus so far to be an example 
that possibility. So, I see, I 
see a future for a more uni-
fied nation.”

Shayna Jaskolka for Sen. 
Cory Booker, D-N.J., and 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Mass.

Second-year UI student 
Shayna Jaskolka feels her pri-
mary issue when choosing a 
candidate is the country in 
which her family’s roots were 
planted — Israel.

As a woman proud of her 
Jewish identity, Jaskolka 
leans toward candidates she 
believes will support her.

The political-science ma-
jor began to develop her own 
interests in politics follow-
ing the Parkland, Florida 
shooting of 2018. The trage-
dy pushed Jaskolka and her 
high-school friends to estab-
lish a chapter of Students 
Against School Shootings to 
advocate for safer classroom 
environments.

Following her advocacy 
work, Jaskolka said she began 
working for NextGen Ameri-
ca, a liberal-leaning Demo-
cratic organization that pro-
motes young voter turnout. 
In the summer of 2019, she 
began volunteering within 
Democratic Senator from 
New Jersey Cory Booker’s 
campaign. Jaskolka believed 
in Booker’s plans and hoped 
he would garner attention to 
the issues faced in Israel and 
anti-Semitism. 

“Cory Booker is still my 
candidate,” Jaskolka said. 

“He stood for everything that 
I stood for. He was kind of 
my perfect candidate.”

However, when Booker 
suspended his presidential 
campain on Jan. 13, Jaskolka 
was forced to consider other 
options. After familiarizing 
herself with the candidates, 
Jaskolka realized she want-
ed to support and caucus for 
Elizabeth Warren. 

“Elizabeth Warren was 
already kind of second on 
my list, but Israel is my top 
issue and she is not the best 
on that,” Jaskolka said. “But 
I talked with another one of 
the organizers who deeply, 
deeply loves Israel and the 
way she played it to me is 
that Elizabeth was trying to 
fight white supremacy. That 
is one of the top issues that 
is the biggest threat to Jewish 
Americans right now. That is 
something I can wholeheart-
edly get behind.” 

Jaskolka can also be re-
ferred to with a different title 
on social media — the denim 
jacket girl.

The first time Jaskolka had 
met “her candidate” in per-
son, she had nothing for him 
to sign — her light blue denim 
jacket would have to suffice.

“[The next day after meeting 
Booker], I was meeting Eliza-
beth Warren and was like, ‘You 
know what, I'll have her do it, 
too.’ So, then she signed it next 
and it kind of became a thing,” 
Jaskolka said. 

With plans to meet all of 
the Democratic candidates, 
Jaskolka said she continued 
the trend until every single 
candidate signed her jacket. 

“I want someone with good 
policies, but also a good per-
sonality to be my president,” 
Jaskolka said.

Haley Edwards for Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass. 

While politics is often-
times prevalent during 
dinner-table conversations 
or left unspoken, one UI se-
nior always found the idea 
intriguing.

Haley Edwards arrived 
at the UI with doubts about 
making a field like politics 
her career. Within her first 

year, she declared a major in 
psychology, because she con-
sidered politics to be a “hob-
by” rather than a career.

In 2016, Edwards’ attitude 
toward her “hobby” changed 
once she had paid closer at-
tention to the candidates — 
Edwards would caucus for the 
first time. 

“When the Democratic 
candidates were all duking 
it out, I felt a connection be-
cause I had stakes in what 
they were talking about,” 
Edwards said. “This led me 
down a road to think, ‘Mak-
ing political change seems 
so big, but very doable when 
you put the work into it and 
care.’ ”

Edwards changed her ma-
jor to political science after 
the 2016 caucuses and began 
to pursue opportunities to 
get involved.

After Warren formally 
launched her White House 
bid on Feb. 19, 2019, Edwards 
would push for a spot on her 
team — receiving her ulti-
mate position as a campaign 
intern. The position would 
ignite a fire for Edwards, as 
she began to knock doors 
and canvass on the UI cam-
pus.

“It’s so worth it,” Edwards 
said. “Regardless of whether 
you are working on a cam-
paign, or even volunteering 
for one shift a week, it gives 
you so many opportunities.”

Some of Edwards’ busiest 
days involve a 6 a.m. wake-
up time as she balances two 
jobs and a full-time course 
load, with what she said is 
a “work, class, work, class,” 
schedule, with no real free 
time in between. Yet, Ed-
wards regrets none of her 
decisions.

“I can’t sit out,” Edwards 
said. “I am a queer woman 
of color. I am a first-gen stu-
dent. I am from a household 
of a single mother. But, there 
are bigger things than me 
that affect everyone else.”

ORGANIZERS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Shayna Jaskolka, who owns a jacket signed by the 2020 Democratic presidential hopefuls, poses for a portrait in Poindexter Coffee on Jan. 24.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Haley Edwards, a supporter of U.S. Senator from Massachusetts Elizabeth Warren, poses for a portrait in Poindexter Coffee on Feb. 2.

STUDENT ORGANIZERS WEAR MANY HATS

Graphic by Haley Triem
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Candidates make one last push
2020 hopefuls storm eastern Iowa the weekend before Iowa’s first-in-the-nation caucuses, rallying supporters and volunteers.

Clockwise from top left: Former Vice President Joe Biden speaks during a campaign event in North Liberty on Feb. 1. 
(Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan) A child stands up during a campaign event for Biden in North Liberty on Feb. 1. (Wy-
att Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan) Democratic presidential hopeful Pete Buttigieg addresses the crowd during a rally at 
Northwest Junior High School on Sunday. (Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan) Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., speaks before 
supporters and volunteers on Sunday. (Charlie Peckman/The Daily Iowan) Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., greets 
supporters at a campaign event at West High School in Iowa City on Feb. 1. (Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan) UI Profes-
sor Joseph Sulentic introduces businessman Tom Steyer in Coralville on Sunday. (Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan)
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Harreld shows LGBTQ support at Stonewall commemoration
The UI held its official commemoration of the Stonewall riots, just past the 50th anniversary of the event that served as a catalyst 
for the LGBTQ rights movement. UI President Bruce Harreld vowed continued support for the campus LGBTQ community.

BY NAOMI HOFFERBER
naomi-hofferber@uiowa.edu

Rainbow lights and pulsing 
music filled the Theatre Build-
ing Jan. 31 in remembrance 
and in celebration of the 
Stonewall riots and LGBTQ 
pride. Following a perfor-
mance of Hit the Wall, the 
University of Iowa communi-
ty celebrated with speeches, a 
toast, and a drag show. 

The event commemorat-
ed the Stonewall riots that 
began June 28, 1969, when 
a police raid sparked a riot 
that would become the cata-
lyst for the LGBTQ liberation 
movement across the U.S. 

Leslie Schwalm, the 
chair of the Gender, Wom-
en’s, and Sexuality Stud-
ies Department, opened 
the night’s festivities with 
a speech that highlighted 
the history of the fight for 
equality, and spoke about 
how that fight is not over. 

Schwalm mentioned 
modern day efforts to un-
dermine LGBTQ rights, 
mentioning that Iowa 
lawmakers in January in-
troduced a bill that would 
remove gender identity as 
a protected class from the 
Iowa Civil Rights Act. Iowa 
House Judiciary Committee 
Chair Steven Holt shared 
last week on Twitter that he 
would not advance the bill 
out of committee.

She also addressed the 
higher rates of violence 
toward transgender and 

gender nonconforming in-
dividuals. According to the 
Trans Murder Monitoring 
research project, there were 
331 reported cases of report-
ed killings of transgender 
or gender nonconforming 
individuals between Oct. 1, 
2018 and Sept. 30, 2019.

“So let us channel the 
outrage of our foremothers 
and our forefathers, let us 
channel their courage,” she 
said. “Tomorrow we contin-
ue the fight, but tonight, we 
party.”

The Stonewall riots 
kicked the UI into action, 
UI President Bruce Harreld 
said at the event, leading 
to the creation of Spectrum 
UI — the longest running 
and first established LGBTQ 
university organization in 
the U.S.

Harreld and his wife, 
Mary, recently shared their 
experiences with their 
daughter’s gender transi-
tion in a UI Health Care 
video that resonated with 
members of the community.

“I’m very proud — this 
campus, you have the right to 
be who you are,” he said. “We 
will support you. We will do 
all the things we can to sup-
port you. Period. Full stop.”

The UI president men-
tioned the ways that the 
university has supported 
LGBTQ rights, while also 
encouraging the commu-
nity to keep pushing for 
equality.

“You need to keep pushing 

us,” he said. “So that's part 
of this journey… My wife, 
she leaned over after this 
evening's performance and 
said, ‘Yeah, it's one thing to 
tolerate it for a while, but 
at some point, by golly, you 
need to stand up and fight 
for yourself.’ This is what 
Stonewall’s all about. And we 
may think this is over, and 
it’s not, as we’ve just heard. 
This is a journey that will 
continue, and it’s an import-
ant journey.”

UI theatre arts Professor 
Kim Marra, an event coor-
dinator, said Stonewall is 
historically considered the 
coming out of gay culture 
that led to the modern gay-
rights movement. 

“One of the things that's 
so powerful about the event 
that comes through in the 
play is that the night the 
Stonewall Riots kicked off 
was not the first time this 
bar had been raided, or 
that gay people had been 
dragged out of their hang-
outs and put into paddy 
wagons and beaten and 
hauled off,” Marra said.

In the ‘60s, Marra said, 
LGBTQ people were reviled 
by the dominant culture and 
the police. Stonewall was 
a turning point in fighting 
back against the constant 
harassment they faced.

“On this particular night, 
they said, ‘We've had enough, 
we're not going to go through 
this anymore. We're not go-
ing to hide. We're not going 

to let this happen to us all the 
time.’ And they burst forth in 
flagrant opposition,” Marra 
said.

While the official 50th 
anniversary of Stonewall 
occurred in the summer of 
2019, Luke White, one of the 
event organizers and dra-

maturg for Hit the Wall, said 
that holding the celebration 
now offers a unique oppor-
tunity to give UI students a 
space to celebrate.

“A lot of our students go 
home to communities that 
are less safe, where they 
maybe don't get to be out 

and visible,” White said. 
“Last summer was when 
that anniversary happened; 
now these students are back 
on campus, and I hope that 
we’re providing a safe space 
to celebrate that together 
even though we're a little bit 
past the actual mark.”

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Attendees pose for a picture during the Stonewall 50th Anniversary Celebration at the Theatre Building on 
Jan. 31.

Hit The Wall brings pivotal point in LGBTQ history to life
From start to finish, the cast and crew of Hit The Wall took great care to ensure the story of the Stonewall riots was told right.

BY JENNA POST
jenna-post@uiowa.edu

After a psychedelic rock 
performance from the show’s 
onstage band, Hit The Wall 
opened with two of the actors 
in a documentary-style inter-
view, complete with a screen 
that broadcasted the inter-
viewee’s Stonewall testimony 
to the audience.

Although the rest of the 
show was performed theat-
rically, framing the open-

ing scene as a documentary 
served as more than just a 
hook for the audience. Hit 
The Wall is a retelling of a 
true story, its characters in-
fluenced by real people who 
put their lives on the line 
during the Stonewall riots 
that broke out in the summer 
of 1969.

The cast and crew brought 
the reality of Stonewall to 
the stage through a combi-
nation of heartfelt acting 
and excellent lighting and 

sound design that enhanced 
the show’s most powerful 
moments. Although im-
provements were needed for 
the believability of the fight 
choreography in several key 
scenes, the performances 
by Akeem Celestine as drag 
queen Carson and Hannah 
Frame as the young lesbi-
an Peg were no less heart-
breaking and vulnerable as 
both fought full-force for the 
rights of the LGBTQ commu-
nity.

Characters such as outspo-
ken and determined femi-
nist Roberta, played power-
fully by Britny Horton, and 
perfectly in-sync Tano and 
Mika, played expertly and 
hilariously by Brandon Trev-
iño and Steven Willis added 
perfectly timed energy to the 
show. Every minute the audi-
ence could expect something 
new and captivating; each ac-
tor owned the stage proudly.

Every character was played 
authentically and with care, 

a refreshing approach to 
LGBTQ characters who are 
too often played as stereo-
types, or in a way that di-
vorces them from the LGBTQ 
community to avoid being 
perceived as a stereotype. 
While many ensemble char-
acters in Ike Holter’s play are, 
even by name, archetypes, 
characters like Peter Noll’s 
“Newbie” and Kyler Johnson’s 
“A-Gay” were played with 
honesty, raw energy, and 
a newness that made them 
anything but background 
characters. 

The show’s ability to rep-
resent ‘60s LGBTQ culture 
while never letting the audi-
ence forget that their charac-
ters are so much more than 
clichés was instrumental to 
the show's success.

The heart of the show 
came from the characters’ 
relationships to one another. 
The Stonewall riots are usu-
ally portrayed in historical 
recounts as angry activists 
taking a stand. While this is 
true, and is also present in 
the show, people rarely get to 
see emotions other than an-
ger tied to Stonewall. Seeing 
the characters care for each 
other humanized them, and 
reminded the audience that 
anyone has the potential to 
take a stand.

While I was very impressed 
with the cast, there’s no de-
nying that the crew played a 
monumental role in making 
the show memorable. 

The lighting effects lead-
ing up to and during the ri-
ots could shift the audience’s 
emotions with the change of 
color or effect. A stage washed 
dimly in thick purples and 
greens perfectly portrayed 
the interior of the Stonewall 

Inn and dark alleyways be-
hind, while the riot scene 
was spotlighted in moments 
of bright red to highlight the 
raw violence effectively, mak-
ing for some unforgettable 
visual moments. 

The set and costumes 
went a long way to establish 
the show’s time period, sea-
son, and location. More than 
that, they gave the audience 
an idea of what kind of peo-
ple they were about to see 
portrayed and what kind of 
circumstances those people 
were in without having to say 
a word.

Fashion has played a sig-
nificant role in the LGBTQ 
community for decades. For 
many gay men, lesbians, and 
drag queens alike, fashion 
was integral to their self-ex-
pression and helped them 
identify other members of 
their community. The script 
itself made note of this when 
two of the characters, Mi-
ka and Tano, watch people 
pass by their stoop and make 
a game of determining if 
they’re “funny or serious” 
(gay or straight, respective-
ly). 

The stoop itself was miss-
ing several bricks and looked 
a bit rundown. Such scenic 
detail gave the audience the 
impression that many of 
the rioters in the Stonewall 
neighborhood were poor, 
the reality of many openly 
LGBTQ individuals at the 
time.

Clearly, the cast and crew 
put a lot of thought into the 
decisions they made for Hit 
The Wall, and it paid off. It’s no 
surprise that the opening night 
performance was sold out.

Josie Fischels contributed to 
this review.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Hannah Frame and Kallen Glawe rehearse a scene during the Hit the Wall dress rehearsal in the Theatre Building on Jan. 28. Hit the Wall depicted the 
violence of Stonewall riots.

ARTS & CULTURE

the Iowa City government 
website. 

The Johnson County Dem-
ocrats have warned that 
there could be a shortage of 
parking at high-density pre-
cinct locations like those on 
campus. In a news release on 
Jan. 21, they urged caucusgo-
ers to carpool or use public 
transportation. 

Density and crowd size are 
huge concerns among caucus 

organizers in Johnson Coun-
ty, as they plan for what is 
expected to be a record cau-
cus-night turnout. 

“I can’t build a building. 
I can’t build a parking lot,” 
Johnson County organizer 
John Deeth said in a Jan. 16 
interview. “And there’s some 
places where the biggest 
room in or anywhere near 
the precinct is just not big 
enough anymore.” 

Deeth said he predicts 
campus locations to draw 
500-700 people, and he ex-
pects some precinct locations 
in Iowa City to exceed 1,000 
people.

In order to caucus, Iowans 
need to be registered with a 
political party in order to par-
ticipate in that party’s caucus. 
Caucusgoers can register or 
change their registration to-
night at their caucus sites. 

The Iowa Democratic Par-
ty is not requiring any mate-
rials be brought for registra-
tion or participation, but new 
registrants need to know the 
last four digits of their so-
cial security number or Iowa 
driver’s license number to 
fill out the registration form. 
New Republican caucusgoers 
will need to bring an ID to 
register at the party’s caucus-

es, according to its website. 
Specific caucus sites are 

based on the address of the 
caucusgoer, and can be found 
on the Iowa Democratic Par-
ty or Iowa Republican Party 
websites. Hawk the Vote, a 
campus nonpartisan orga-
nization that encourages 
University of Iowa students 
to participate in the political 
process, has caucus sites list-
ed for students living in the 
residence halls.

Transportation options 
have been expanded else-
where in the state as well. 

On Jan. 29, the Iowa Dem-
ocratic Party announced it 

was partnering with the Iowa 
Republican Party and the Des 
Moines Area Transit Author-
ity to provide free rides on 
caucus night in and around 
Des Moines. 

“Thanks to this partner-
ship with DART and the Iowa 
Republican Party, countless 
Iowans in Central Iowa will 
have a way of making it out 
to their local precinct,” Iowa 
Democratic Party Chair Troy 
Price said in a news release. 

Opening access to the 
2020 caucuses has been a 
top priority for the Iowa 
Democratic Party. After the 
Democratic National Com-

mittee denied their plan to 
hold virtual caucuses in Au-
gust, the party introduced 
satellite caucuses, caucuses 
that will be held outside the 
normal precinct locations 
to accommodate for people 
who would not otherwise be 
able to attend normal caucus 
locations. 

“We feel pretty good that 
this process will expand ac-
cessibility, bring new peo-
ple into the process,” Iowa 
Democratic Party Chair Troy 
Price said in an interview 
with The Daily Iowan in Oc-
tober. “That's really what it's 
designed to do.”

CAUCUS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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GymHawks slide by Michi-
gan State in Big Ten dual

After a close battle on Feb. 1 in 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena, the Iowa 
women’s gymnastics team narrowly 
pulled out a win against Big Ten 
opponent Michigan State, 195.450-
195.300.

The Spartans came off of a loss to 
Nebraska last week but accom-
plished a season-best 196.550 
— which included many 9.9’s. While 
still taking in the win, Iowa head 
coach Larissa Libby outlined 
the team’s struggles against the 
Spartans.

“It was ugly, 
but a win is a 
win,” Libby said. 
“We competed 
up-and-down 
tonight. I saw 
some really great 
things. Erin Castle 

stepped up in a lot 
of places where she doesn’t nor-
mally compete. Our job now is to 
try out different lineups and what 
is going to stay consistent. Sounds 
like an oxymoron, when you’ll be 
bouncing girls in and out of [lineup] 
spots and that’s obviously not 
consistent.”

The Hawkeye women started off 
on vault strong, compiling a team 
49.150. The com-
petition also in-
cluded an electric 
crowd reaction 
to sophomore 
Lauren Guerin, 
who completed 
an individual 
9.900.

The undertaking 
for Iowa occurred on bars. The 
Hawkeyes recorded a 48.625 — just 
below their team-best of 49.075 
against Air Force and Ball State 
— and resulted with a fall by Alex 
Greenwald, just after Michigan 
State’s Nyah Smith missed a bar the 
rotation earlier.

“The frustrating thing for us 
is that we are a really great bar 
team,” Greenwald said. “At Penn 
State [last week], we had multiple 
falls. It’s what’s in their head right 
now. It was a challenge choosing 
who to put in tonight.”

With the challenging night came 
some light-hearted moments for 
young fans.

Senior Clair Kaji — who tied 
with Michigan State’s Gabriella 
Douglas for overall beam at 9.850, 
a season-best — spent the time in 
between rotations to take pictures 
with young fans and had a line 
wrapped around the floor post-
meet with girls waiting for a photo 
with the Vancouver native.

“To be on this team is such a 
blessing, and I want to use that 
platform to be a role model and 
empower girls,” Kaji said. “As a 
girl athlete, it means something 
different. I want to use my passion 
to do good. I also don’t like to focus 
in too much [during competitions]. I 
like to have fun with fans.”

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

Defending Luka Garza is a tough task for every 
team Iowa faces. Illinois defended the Hawkeyes’ 
star center well — until he took over.

Garza came into the contest as the conference’s 

leading scorer, but through 15 minutes of game 
time, he was scoreless.

Then, the frontrunner for Big Ten Player of the 
Year took off. Over the next two minutes and 53 sec-
onds, Garza scored 11 points to end the first half.

“I think I just had to read the game a little bit,” 
Garza said. “See how they were playing me. I shot 

those first two 3’s, and I noticed that I was gonna 
have the 3-ball all night long. I noticed when I was 
out that I hadn’t taken a shot inside that paint yet, 
so I was trying to do that, too, a little bit of both [in-
side and outside].”

BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu 

Following a bruising, 19-17 victory over 
Penn State on Jan. 31, Iowa wrestling trav-
eled to East Lansing, Michigan, for a matchup 
with the Spartans.

Unlike their dual with the Nittany Li-
ons, this did not go down to the wire for the 
Hawkeyes.

Iowa rested a few of its lineup regulars, but 
still dominated Michigan State, 32-3.

Austin DeSanto was one of 
the Hawkeyes that did not par-
ticipate on Sunday. DeSanto 
went down with an apparent 
knee injury on Jan. 31 during 
the first period of his match 
with No. 3 Roman Bravo-Young 
of Penn State.

In place of the injured junior 
was Paul Glynn. The 133-pound senior did not 
disappoint. Glynn defeated Michigan State’s 
Garrett Pepple by decision, 9-4.

Glynn is now 2-0 on the season in dual 
meets. His first victory came against UT-Chat-
tanooga’s Wade Cummings, 11-7.

Another pinch-hitter in Iowa’s lineup was 
141-pound Carter Happel. Happel has now 
been in Iowa’s lineup for three consecutive 
duals, filling in for the injured Max Murin 
since Jan. 24.

“He can shoot 18 
[3-pointers] if he 
wants.”

 — Head coach 
Fran McCaffery 
on Luka Garza 
shooting 3’s

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu 

The buzzer had sounded and the scoreboard 
wasn’t going to change, but the activities contin-
ued following Iowa’s 72-65 victory over Illinois on 
Sunday.

After a foul wasn’t called in the final seconds, a 
scuffle broke out, and the handshake line was cut 
off midway through.

In a conference where every win has been 
earned this season, it’s not surprising to see the 
passion boil over after a game. It’s just another 
battle in the Big Ten.

“You’re going to get everybody’s best shot in this 
league,” Iowa guard CJ Fredrick said. “Top to bot-
tom, it’s a really good league — a tough, physical 
league. It’s just a lot of fun. This is what you sign 
up to do if you want to play big-time college bas-
ketball.”

Following Iowa’s win over the Illini, seven 
teams now sit within 2.5 games of first place in the 
Big Ten.

As of Sunday, six teams remain in the top 25 
with four others receiving votes — meaning 10 of 
the conference’s 14 teams have received national 
recognition.

The teams tied for 11th in the standings —Mich-
igan and Ohio State — earned top-10 rankings ear-
lier this season.

Because of the conference’s depth, one mistake on 
any night could play a big role in determining seed-
ing for the Big Ten Tournament in Indianapolis.

The top four seeds in the conference tourna-
ment receive a double-bye and don’t have to take 
the floor until Friday of tournament week. Nos. 
5-10 escape the first round before competing on 
Thursday.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

Dangerous from deep

Big Ten at its best
A win in the Big Ten is never guaranteed, and the Hawkeyes have 
discovered that in recent conference games.

Three new wrestlers entered 
Iowa’s lineup on Sunday. 
Jeremiah Moody, Paul Glynn, 
and Carter Happel went 
3-0 against their respective 
opponents.

SEE BASKETBALL,  2B SEE WRESTLING, 2B

Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Connor McCaffrey takes the ball down the court as Illinois guard Alan Griffin tries to steal it during a men’s 
basketball game between Iowa and Illinois on Sunday.

Hawkeye 
wrestling 
topples 
MSU

SEE GARZA, 2B

Iowa’s star center didn’t score in the first 15 minutes against Illinois but took over late both inside the 
paint and beyond the 3-point arc.

19-3
Iowa wrestling held a

STAT OF THE DAY
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advantage in takedowns 
against Michigan State.

Michigan State - 16-6, 8-3 
(Big Ten)
Illinois - 16-6, 8-3
Maryland - 17-4, 7-3
Rutgers - 16-6, 7-4
Iowa - 16-6, 7-4
Penn State - 16-5, 6-4

BIG TEN MEN'S LEADERS

Libby

Greenwald

DeSanto

Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Iowa center Luka Garza dunks the ball during a men’s basketball game between Iowa and Illinois on Sunday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Fighting Illini, 72-65.



Happel was 0-3 on the 
season coming into the 
meet, losing in duals against 
Iowa State, Ohio State, and 
Penn State. On Sunday af-
ternoon, Happel’s luck fi-
nally changed. The junior 
defeated Matt Santos via 
decision, 4-1.

The most unpredictable 
entry into Iowa’s lineup 
came from a wrestler that is 
more likely renowned for his 
hair and goofy appearances 
in team photos. 165-pound 
Jeremiah Moody wrestled 
in a spot that is typically re-
served for All-American Alex 
Marinelli.

Marinelli lost at Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena for the 
first time in his career on 
Jan. 31, bringing his home 
record to 16-1. The loss in-
flicted by Vincenzo Joseph 
also tarnished Marinelli’s 

perfect record this season. 
The junior is now 14-1.

While Marinelli spectated, 
Moody excelled. The senior 
won his first match of the sea-
son by decision, 9-5. The win 
was also the first of Moody’s 
career in the Big Ten.

While the spotlight was 
on some underexposed 
Hawkeyes against the Spar-
tans, Iowa’s regulars took 
care of business.

Reigning National Cham-
pion Spencer Lee pinned 
Logan Griffin in 2:21. Lee 
has now outscored his op-
ponents 110-2 on the season. 
Lee is 11-0 this year and has 
only wrestled into the sec-
ond period five times. He 
has earned 62 team points 
for Iowa this season, win-
ning by fall three times, by 
technical fall eight times, 
and by major decision once.

Tony Cassioppi followed 
his clutch performance on 
Jan. 31 with a 9-0 major de-
cision over Christian Rebot-
taro. The redshirt freshman 

clinched the three team 
points that propelled Iowa 
to victory over Penn State 
and capped his weekend by 
improving his record to 15-0 
on the year.

Michael Kemerer fol-
lowed suit, continuing his 
stretch of domination this 
season. After beating No. 
1 Mark Hall to kick off the 
weekend, Kemerer extin-
guished Layne Malczewski 
by major decision, 13-3. Ke-
merer is 9-0 with wins over 
the first, fourth, sixth, and 
eighth-ranked wrestlers in 
the nation.

Senior Pat Lugo also put 
together an impressive 
weekend. Lugo notched his 
100th career win against 
Jarod Verkleeren on Jan. 31. 
Lugo put on an encore per-
formance on Sunday, top-
pling Alex Hrisopoulos, 8-3.

The Hawkeyes’ tour of the 
Great Lake State continues 
at 7 p.m. Saturday when Io-
wa faces No. 15 Michigan at 
Cliff Keen Arena.

That raises the stakes for 
each game.

“We play in front of 
packed houses every single 
night — sold-out crowds, 
hostile environments in the 
most competitive league in 
the country,” Illinois head 
coach Brad Underwood said. 
“If you don’t bring it, one 
causal moment can cost you 
a game. We’re asking 18 to 
22-year-olds to go out and 
fight every night. That’s 
what makes this league so 
good.”

Nine conference 
games still remain for the 
Hawkeyes. Iowa will have 

to face Indiana, Ohio State, 
Michigan State, Penn State, 
and Illinois before the sea-
son comes to an end. 

Fredrick said Iowa pre-
pares for the ultra-tough 
conference schedule by 
practicing stressful situa-
tions, such as losing by five 
or trailing by two in a clutch 
moment.

The Hawkeyes have need-
ed that. Four of their past 
five games have been decid-
ed by double digits, while the 
others were 10-point games 
that remained close for 
much of the second half.

“We do a lot of situations 
in practice… that might not 
be comfortable,” Fredrick 
said. “But we got to find a 
way to win. That’s kind of 
what this league is. It might 

not be pretty, but a win’s a 
win in this league. That’s 
what you got to do. You got 
to somehow find a way to get 
it done.”

Iowa’s competitiveness 
certainly showed toward 
the end of its win on Sun-
day. While the skirmish at 
the end of the game stole 
the show, it doesn’t mask 
the passion showed by both 
teams. 

Utilizing that grit on 
the floor will only help the 
Hawkeyes moving forward.

“In order to win, we’ve got 
to be the tougher team,” Io-
wa forward Luka Garza said. 
“I think we can’t take any-
body for granted — you defi-
nitely can’t because there’s 
no team to take for granted 
this year.”

With 4:53 remaining in the 
first half, Garza sunk his first 
shot of the night — a layup off 
of a pass from forward Cordell 
Pemsl in the post. Garza was 
fouled on his way up to the 
basket and sank the ensuing 
free throw.

The scoring wouldn’t stop 
there.

A few possessions later, 
Garza hit a 3-pointer to tie 
the game at 23 with 3:28 re-
maining in the half. The shot 
capped an 8-0 run by the 
Hawkeyes. The next posses-
sion, Garza tied the game at 
25 with a layup. Moments lat-
er, the junior hit a 3-pointer to 
give Iowa a 28-25 lead.

“I thought we probably did 
a better job of getting it to 
him [to end the half],” Iowa 
head coach Fran McCaffery 
said. “We can’t have him go 
that long without getting him 
touches. It’s a combination 
that maybe we were a little 

[3-pointer] happy, but we al-
so have to give credit to them 
too. They had a good scouting 
report. They were standing in 
there on top of [Garza].”

The momentum from his 
scoring stretch late in the first 
half carried over to the final 20 
minutes of the game.

Garza finished with 25 
points on 9-of-16 shooting. 
It is Garza’s seventh straight 
game with at least 20 points, 
the longest streak by an Iowa 
player in the last 20 seasons.

As if dominating the post 
wasn’t enough, Garza hit four 
3’s on nine attempts from 
deep. His coach wants him to 
keep shooting.

“He can shoot 18 [3-point-
ers] if he wants, “ McCaffery 
said.

Garza has accomplished 
many things on a basketball 
court before. He’s never had 
this type of game from beyond 
3-point range, though.

“Nine 3’s is the most I’ve 
ever taken in a game,” Garza 
said. “Four is the most I’ve 
ever made in a game. Even in 
high school, I didn’t do any-

thing like that.”
When Garza hit his third 

shot from beyond the arc of 
the night halfway through 
the second half, he surpassed 
the 500-point mark on the 
season. More meaningfully, 
perhaps, is that the shot also 
moved Garza past his former 
teammate Tyler Cook for 20th 
place on Iowa’s all-time scor-
ing list.

More records and accolades 
are undoubtedly in store for 
Garza as the season progresses.

That’s just the type of year it 
has been for him.

“[Iowa] has a National Play-
er of the year candidate in Lu-
ka Garza,” Illinois head coach 
Brad Underwood said. “Boy, 
he proved he is every bit of 
that.

“He’s a hard guard. One 
player is not going to guard 
him. Maryland wins [against 
Iowa] the other night, in part 
because [Garza’s] in foul trou-
ble. He got early fouls; he usu-
ally avoids that. He steps out 
and makes 3’s. That puts a lot 
of pressure on you. He’s gifted 
that way.”
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GARZA
CONTINUED FROM 1B

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 1B

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Joe Wieskamp tries to push past Illinois guard Trent Frazier during a men’s basketball game 
between the Iowa Hawkeyes and the Illinois Fighting Illini on Sunday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Fighting Illini 
72-65.

Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Iowa center Luka Garza attempt to push past Illinois forward Giorgi Bezhanishvili during a men’s basketball 
game between Iowa and Illinois on Sunday.

Hawkeye track wraps up home indoor season
Iowa track and field wrapped up an impressive home indoor 

season with four first-place finishes at the Black and Gold Invite.

BY LUCY LIAUTAUD
lucy-liautaud@uiowa.edu 

On Jan. 31, senior thrower 
Laulauga Tausaga compet-
ed in her last home indoor 
meet as a Hawkeye — and 
she went out with a bang. 

Tausaga clinched first 
place in both the shot put 
(16.54) and weight throw 
(21.33), again proving she 
is one of the best throwers 
in the country. Her weight 
throw mark now ranks third 
in the Big Ten. 

“I was kind of nervous,” 
Tausaga said. “Being back, 
we’ve been very focused on the 
shot put and getting things 
right, because that’s the event 
I struggle in the most.”

For being an event she sup-
posedly struggles in, Tausaga 
is still third in the Big Ten for 
her shot put distance (17.79 
meters), a mark she set at the 
Larry Wieczorek Invitational 
in January. 

In spite of feeling ner-
vous going into the meet, 
Tausaga thought her out-
come was great.

“You know, we’ve just got 

to keep fine-tuning some 
things,” Tausaga said. “It’s 
the first meet, so I wasn’t 
expecting to, you know, PR 
or anything, but I was ex-
pecting to be around that 
21-22 area. I hit it about 
three times in the 21s, so 
I’m excited to see what 
happens when I get put in 
a high-pressure situation, 
like what we’ll being going 
into at Notre Dame.

Joey Woody, Iowa di-
rector of Track and Field, 
is optimistic after seeing 
Tausaga’s performance in 
the shot put on Jan. 31.

Not that there’s a rea-
son he would ever doubt 
Tausaga.

“She’s sitting No. 3 in the 
conference with that throw 
and one in the country for 
an opener,” Woody said. 
“That’s actually a meter bet-
ter than what she opened 
with last year, so that was a 
good sign.”

Two other Hawkeyes took 
first in different events over 
the weekend.

Sophomore jumper James 
Carter dominated the triple 

jump with a length of 14.86 
meters, and his mark at the 
Larry Wieczorek Invitation-
al (15.07) still put him eighth 
overall in the Big Ten. 

In the 600 meters, soph-
omore mid-distance runner 
Josh Andrews ran a time of 
(1:19.91), which became his 
new personal best.

“My strategy today was 
just to get out first two at 
about 24 low,” Andrews said. 
“I wanted to come through 
the four at about 51, which is 
exactly what I did, and I just 
went out there and compet-
ed. It just sets me at a good 
spot on the team rankings. 
To go out there and com-
pete, and it means that I’m 
just one step closer to the 
Big Tens.” 

While their teammates 
competed in Iowa City, se-
nior sprinters Daniel Soto 
and Nathan Mylenek traveled 
to the UW Invitational in Se-
attle for the 3000-meter race.

On Feb. 1, both athletes 
posted personal bests in 
the event. Mylenek’s time 
(7:58.37) now ranks second 
all-time for Iowa and sec-

ond in the Big Ten.
Iowa continues its indoor 

campaign on the road next 

weekend. The Hawkeyes will 
split their squads between 
the Frank Sevigne Husker 

Invite in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
and the Meyo Invite, hosted 
by Notre Dame.

Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Iowa senior thrower Laulauga Tausaga winds up and prepares to throw her weight in the women’s weight 
throwing competition at the Black & Gold Invitational at the Hawkeye Tennis and Recreation Building on Jan. 31.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s 285-pound Tony Cassioppi wrestles Penn State’s Seth Nevills during a wrestling dual meet between No. 
1 Iowa and No. 2 Penn State at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Friday, Jan. 31, 2020. No. 3 Cassioppi defeated No. 15 
Nevills by decision, 7-0, and the Hawkeyes defeated the Nittany Lions, 19-17.



Against swathes of bright 
color all over Iowa City — a 
backdrop filled with rainbow 
flags draped along various 
storefronts and passersby 
donning vibrant apparel — I 
attended my first Pride the 
summer after my freshman 
year at the University of Iowa. 

Wearing a gray shirt, I hoped 
to make myself as invisible 
as possible at this very public 
gathering of the LGBTQ com-
munity and its allies. I left with 

a 36-second video of a drag 
troupe saved on my phone and 
a T-shirt from a Pride vendor 
that read “love is love” in mul-
ticolored font. Those items are 
the only evidence of the three 
hours I spent at the 2017 Iowa 
City Pride Festival.

As a bisexual woman, the 
reserved manner in which I’ve 
attended Pride events is indic-
ative of how I’ve struggled to 
come to terms with my identi-
ty. Part of me watches my out-
and-proud friends every June 
a little in awe of their bold 
displays of pride, unapologet-
ically wearing clothing that 
pops with the bright hues of a 
rainbow.

I’ve now gone to three Pride 
parades, each time wondering 
if this might be the year that 
I’ll allow myself to embrace 
it. Each time, I cycle through 
a number of reasons I deny 

myself my own queer identi-
ty. This celebration isn’t for 
me; I pass as a straight person 
and am therefore not prone to 
the same threats some other 
LGBTQ individuals face. I’m a 
journalist; it’s more appropri-
ate to avoid my bisexuality for 

the sake of objectivity. I’m not 
gay enough.

But that changed this past 
weekend. Instead of isolation 
or shame, the UI’s commemo-
ration of the 1969 Stonewall ri-
ots stirred something I hadn’t 
felt in a long time in regards to 
my LGBTQ identity — pride. 

UI President Bruce Harreld 
told the crowd after a show-
ing of Hit the Wall, “I’m very 
proud. This campus, you have 
the right to be who you are. We 
will support you. We will do all 
the things we can to support 
you. Period. Full stop.” 

There’s something dif-
ferent about a vow of sup-
port coming from the high-
est-ranking UI official. He’s 
the same man who’s often 
central to my news scoops at 
The Daily Iowan. 

When people in positions 
of power affirm you deserve 

support and have the right to 
be yourself, you begin to think 
you are worthy of support and 
the right to own your identity, 
too.

It’s important for us to 
advocate for ourselves, no 
doubt — that’s what Pride in a 
post-Stonewall world is about. 
But leaders have the power 
and resources to set change 
in motion, to amplify voices 
that often go unheard, and to 
advance equality in ways that 
those of us with marginalized 
identities may struggle to ac-
complish alone. 

It’s important for Harreld 
and any Hawkeye in a lead-
ership role to be vocal about 
providing support in whatever 
form it’s needed, to publicly 
affirm that it is good to be who 
you are and love who you love. 

The more outspoken we are 
in sharing this message on 

campus, the better off UI stu-
dents will be. When we leave 
this phase of our lives and en-
ter the “real world,” we will be 
ready to accept those who are 
different from us with open 
arms. 

Journalists always aim to 
seek truth and report it. For 
me to accomplish that, I need 
to be open with my communi-
ty about my identity. To share 
the significance of this one 
moment, that otherwise may 
get lost in the shuffle of a uni-
versity president’s schedule, 
is vital.

To secure true freedom, we 
must see the day when our 
instinct is to share our identi-
ties with others. That day will 
be absent from any fear, prej-
udice, or shame. Pride won’t 
be buried deep in the closet 11 
months out of the year like my 
“love is love” T-shirt.

While you might think sex-
ually transmitted infections 
are a topic too taboo for regu-
lar conversation, the increas-
ing rates of STIs in Iowa em-
phasize the need to not only 
talk about STIs, but to actu-
ally get tested and treated for 
them as well.

According to the Iowa De-
partment of Public Health, 
the rates of chlamydia and 
gonorrhea are increasing 
from previous years and are 
not showing signs of slowing 
down. The reason this mat-
ters is that the more prevalent 
a disease is in an area, the 
higher the likelihood that you 
may encounter it. It is also 
important to remember that 
while chlamydia and gon-
orrhea are among the most 
common STIs, there are sev-
eral other STIs to be aware of 
such as herpes, syphilis, and 
HIV. The more you know, the 
better.

So you’re probably think-
ing, “OK, I get it. The num-
ber of cases of gonorrhea 
and chlamydia in Iowa are 
increasing, but why should 
I really care about sexually 
transmitted infections?” STIs 
are easily spread from per-
son to person via oral, anal, 
or vaginal sex. It’s important 
to remember that many peo-
ple will not have any signs or 
symptoms of an infection.

However, even if a person 
is not experiencing symp-
toms from an STI, they are 
still able to spread the infec-
tion to other people. Some 
common symptoms of STIs 
are abnormal vaginal dis-
charge, pain or burning with 
urination, genital sores, and 
itching in the genital area. 
These symptoms clearly may 
be uncomfortable, but it is 
even more important to treat 
them to prevent long term 
complications of these in-
fections. It is also important 
to note that many symptoms 
can be associated with other 
infections that are not sexu-
ally transmitted, so getting 
tested can help your health-
care provider find the best 
treatment for you.

The good news is that test-
ing for STIs is incredibly easy 
and can be performed in your 
health-care provider’s office, 
the University of Iowa Stu-
dent Health Center, and ma-
ny other clinics across town. 
What’s even more good news 
is that bacterial infections 
such as gonorrhea, chlamyd-
ia, and syphilis are quickly 
and easily taken care of with 
antibiotic treatments.

This brings us to one very 
important and final point 
— while there are several 
different testing and treat-
ment options for sexually 

transmitted infections, if 
you are sexually active, one 
of the best ways to protect 
yourself from an STI is to use 
proper protection such as 
condoms. Birth-control pills, 
IUDs, Nexplanon, etc. do not 
protect you from STIs. It is 
always a great time to talk to 
a health-care provider about 
getting tested for sexually 
transmitted infections, and 
you can also do your partner 
and friends a favor by talking 
to them about also getting 
tested as well.

You can also discuss with 
your health-care provider 
about other preventative 
measures such as the HPV 
vaccine and other ways to 
help protect yourself. You 
have the opportunity to advo-
cate for your own health and 
empower your friends to do 
the same.

There are many places in 
Iowa City where you can get 
tested, including your pri-
mary care physician’s office, 
the UI Student Health Cen-
ter, Planned Parenthood, the 
Emma Goldman Clinic, and 
the Iowa City Free Medical 
Clinic. You can find more in-
formation about availability 
and cost on their respective 
websites. 

— Hannah Pope
M3 Carver College of Medicine
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THE DOCTOR IS IN

Talking through the STI taboo
Knowing what to do about infections is crucial for everyone.

THE DAILY IOWAN which has been serving the Uni-
versity of Iowa, Johnson County, and state of Iowa commu-
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nities we ardently serve.

GUEST OPINIONS must be arranged with the Opin-
ions Editor at least three days prior to the desired date of 
publication. Guest opinions are selected and edited in ac-
cordance with length, subject relevance, and space consid-
erations. The DI will only publish one letter per author per 
month. No advertisements or mass mailings, please.

READER COMMENTS that may appear were origi-
nally posted on dailyiowan.com or on the DI’s social media 
platforms in response to published material. Comments will 
be chosen for print publication when they are deemed to 
forward public discussion. They may be edited for length 
and style. 

COLUMN

A variety of new rules will be 
implemented for Iowa’s 2020 
caucuses. Among them are 
more extensive vote reporting 
and new satellite caucus loca-
tions — both are attempts to 
add transparency and acces-
sibility to a process that many 
argue is growing antiquated 
in a technological era.

Other rule changes, how-
ever, take two steps back-
wards instead of forward. In 
an effort to shorten the time 
commitment of the Demo-
cratic caucuses, the 74-page 
Delegate Selection Plan for 
2020 allows for only a sin-
gle realignment period: the 
15-minute timeframe in which 
caucusgoers deliberate and 
try to sell their candidates to 
those still uncertain.

Alongside the single re-
alignment limit, the new plan 
also locks attendees into their 
groups once their groups are 
declared viable. Members of 
viable groups won’t be able to 
change their minds during re-
alignment and their pledged 
support will go to their ini-
tial choices, as recorded on 
presidential preference cards. 
They can even leave during 
realignment: once the tally is 
on paper, it will be counted 
accordingly.

To their credit, the rule 
changes will drastically short-
en the time commitment of 
caucusing, but they’ll do so at 
the expense of the deliberative 
process, and thus run contrary 
to the whole point of the cau-
cus tradition.

Iowa’s delegate-selection 
process is designed to encour-
age indecisiveness. Being first 
in the nation means there’s 

a lot of pressure to get things 
right, and that makes caucus-
goers understandably inde-
cisive. The new lock-in policy 
shuts down both deliberation 
and indecision by putting a 
time cap on all discussion and 
by discouraging members of 
viable groups from even lis-
tening to others.

Also problematic is that the 
15 percent lock-in threshold 
applies to any group, even un-
decided voters. If more than 15 
percent of attendees declare 
themselves “uncommitted” in 
the initial selection process, 
even if they’re doing so to get 
a feel for the support in their 
precinct, those caucusgoers 
are locked into that choice and 
locked out of making an im-
pactful decision.

Lock-in thresholds are par-
ticularly troubling, given that 
recent polls estimate almost 
half of Iowans remain undecid-
ed. A similar portion of those 
who have decided are “able to 
be persuaded otherwise.”

In theory, caucusgoers 
could circumvent the uncom-
mitted group restrictions by 
caucusing for candidates who 
are not viable. However, the 
fact that they would have to do 
so indicates that changes have 
merely added to the complex-
ity of the electoral experience. 
In short, it’s too confusing.

The point of the caucus 
process is precisely for par-
ticipants to be indecisive. 

Nobody relishes the experi-
ence of hashing out politics 
with their neighbors late into 
the night; Iowans do it be-
cause testing each point of 
view through a deliberative, 
if lengthy, process is the on-
ly way to reach a confident 
solution to such an important 
question.

The new process increases 
accessibility on the margins at 
the cost of forced, time-pres-
sured decisions.

Accessibility concerns have 
historically been about start 
time, not the length of the 
caucus process. People who 
participate tend to represent a 
dedicated and energized por-
tion of the electorate. Those 
who must skip out because of 
work, or class, or child care 
won’t have any more access 
to a one-hour process than a 
three-hour process if it still 
takes place at 7 p.m. on a cold 
Monday night in the middle of 
winter and the school year.

The caucus method is con-
fusing and wrought with inac-
cessibility, that much is clear. 
But, by trading so much of its 
social aspect for a marginal 
increase in access, Iowa has 
put the cart before the horse. 
The importance of making the 
first pick in the nation comes 
with the burden of a lengthy 
process, and if Iowans are un-
willing to accept that burden, 
they should consider giving 
someone else the first shot.

New process for caucuses
contradicts their purpose

Marissa Payne  Editor-in-Chief 

Elijah Helton  Opinions Editor

Krystin Langer, Jason O’Day, Peyton Downing, Becca Bright, 
Ally Pronina, Kalen McCain, Riley Moore Columnists

Taylor Newby, Madison Lotenschtein, Emily Creery  Contributors

Haley Triem, AJ Boulund  Cartoonists

COLUMNS, CARTOONS, and OTHER OPINIONS CONTENT reflect the opinions of the authors and are not 
necessarily those of the Editorial Board, The Daily Iowan, or other organizations in which the author may be involved.

Marissa Payne, Brooklyn Draisey, Elijah Helton, Jason O’Day, Becca Bright  Editorial Board 

EDITORIALS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not the opinion of the publisher, Student Publications Inc., 
or the University of Iowa. 

3B

COLUMN

Leaders need to promote, preserve LGBTQ pride
Remarks from UI President Bruce Harreld have made me reexamine my role as a member of Iowa City’s LGBTQ community.

Kyle Close/The Daily Iowan
An Iowa caucus leader speaks to caucusgoers on Feb. 1, 2016.

‘When people in positions of power affirm you 
deserve support and have the right to be yourself, 
you begin to think you are worthy of support and 

the right to own your identity, too.’

KALEN McCAIN
kalen-mccain@uiowa.edu

MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

Rule changes in 2020 will expedite the caucus process, but at 
the cost of impactful debate, supposedly Iowa’s selling point.

Michael Guhin/The Daily Iowan
Westlawn, home to Student Health and Student Wellness, is seen on April 17, 2019.
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ACROSS
 1 ___ Wednesday
 4 Doing battle
 9 Item in a humidor
14 Hotel amenity down the hall
15 1940s-’60s singer Frankie
16 Win by ___
17 Butter substitute
19 Hereditary background
20 What locomotives and irons may
 give off
21 Critical, as a situation
23 One getting mostly A’s in school
27 Killer whale
30 King Kong, for one
31 China’s Mao ___-tung
32 Campus bigwig
33 Rainbow shapes
35 Obliterate
39 Beavers’ construction

40 Winning time after time … or where
  you might find 17-, 23-, 51- or
  62-Across
42 Small inlet
43 Asparagus unit
45 Sharpen, as skills
46 Performs like Lil Wayne or Lil’ Kim
47 Baseball stat
49 Suffix with ball
50 “Or ___!” (end of an ultimatum)
51 Shiny kitchen wrap
56 Signifies
57 Obsolescent phone features
61 Rumble in the Jungle setting
62 Wallet alternative
66 Fragrant chemical compound
67 Standard Windows typeface
68 Feather stole
69 Outbuildings with garden tools
70 Gem in an oyster
71 Aardvark’s morsel

DOWN
 1 Goals
 2 “Shoo, kitty!”
 3 On earth
 4 Fort where Davy Crockett died
 5 Driveway surface
 6 Nintendo console
 7 Newswoman Curry
 8 Swamp plants
 9 Merry-go-round
10 Properly arranged
11 Chuck Berry’s “Johnny B. ___”
12 Actor Sean of “The Lord of the Rings”
13 Change, as a clock
18 Illustrator Wilson famous for his
  macabre cartoons
22 Six-time N.L. home run champ Mel
24 Indian bread
25 What the “O” of O magazine
 stands for
26 Place for a Ping-Pong table
27 6:1 or 7:1, e.g., at a racetrack
28 Harvest
29 Arrived
34 What “ibn” and “ben” mean, in names
36 Asia’s shrunken ___ Sea
37 Doesn’t guzzle
38 Simplicity
40 Spacecrafts circling the earth
41 Jay formerly of late-night TV
44 Like Brink’s trucks
46 Excavation find
48 Suffix with serpent
51 Woodworking tools
52 What a dog-walker holds
53 Bring together
54 Chart often with insets of Alaska
 and Hawaii
55 Peaceful, picturesque scene
58 Jessica of “Fantastic Four”
59 King of the jungle
60 Small quarrel
63 Metal from a mine
64 Vardalos of “My Big Fat Greek 
 Wedding”
65 Serving of corn

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 2A
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