
BY JACOB SCHAFER
jacob-schafer@uiowa.edu

The Division of Student Life and University of Io-
wa Students for Disability Advocacy & Awareness 
held a town hall Thursday night to discuss concerns 
surrounding the location of the UI Student Disabil-
ity Services and consider a potential new location.

For nearly 30 years, Student Disability Services 
has been housed in the basement of Burge Hall. 
Student Disability Services and other UI organiz-
ers discussed concerns surrounding a petition 
UI Students for Disability Advocacy & Awareness 
launched in October 2018 with the hope of moving 
Student Disability Services’ location by 2020.

UI Students for Disability Advocacy & Awareness 
President Kaydee Ecker, one of the creators of last 

year’s petition, spoke about the campaign to relo-
cate Student Disability Services, saying the petition 
focused on having the office become more accessi-
ble and welcoming to those with disabilities.

“To see the discussion start as a petition and be-
come this gives me lots of pride and excitement for 
seeing this all happen,” Ecker said. “I’m glad that 
student voices are being met with action.”

Bret Gothe, assistant to the vice president for 
Student Life, showed the attendees of the town hall 
an option for a short-term space in the Old Capitol 
Town Center, saying the space had certain criteria 
held to it such as availability, a first-floor location, 
an easily modifiable space, and nearby bus routes 
and parking.

BY ALEXANDRA SKORES
alexandra-skores@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa announced 
Thursday that Associate Vice President 
for External Relations Lauren McLeran, 
senior adviser to the president, will serve 
as interim vice president for Student Life, 
pending state Board of Regents approval. 

Following the announcement that Vice 
President Student Life Melissa Shivers 
will leave to lead the Division of Student 
Life at Ohio State University in January 
2020, the UI created a search committee 
to fill the vacant role. 

McLeran will assume the interim posi-
tion Jan. 1, 2020. A permanent vice pres-
ident for Student Life is expected to be 
named during the spring 2020 semester.

“I’m looking forward to working with 
the talented team in the Division of Stu-
dent Life during the transition period 
until a permanent leader is named,” she 
said in an email to The Daily Iowan. “As al-
ways, the priority will be helping our stu-
dents to be successful within and beyond 
the classroom.”

According to a statement, the search 
committee decided to adjust the schedule 
for campus interviews and open forums 
due to the end of the semester responsi-
bilities for both committee members and 
students.

The interviews and open forums will 
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County mulls ag-exemption
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named 
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SEE OFFICE, 2
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Disability Services relocation
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SEE STUDENT LIFE, 2

The UI community discussed relocating Student Disability 
Services, which advocates say is inaccessible in its current Burge 
Hall location, in a Thursday town hall. 

BY KINSEY PHIPPS
kinsey-phipps@uiowa.edu

The Johnson County Board of Supervisors in a 3-2 vote 
Thursday passed a first consideration of an ordinance that 
some local residents and farmers have criticized as restrict-
ing whether their operations are considered agricultural 
based on their size and limiting concentrated animal feeding 
operations.

Twenty-nine community members stood in front of the 
supervisors at a public hearing Thursday on the proposed 
updates to the Unified Development Ordinance, which regu-
lates land use in the county's more rural areas.

The ordinance regulates renewable-energy production, 
floodplain development, and soil and water conservation. In 
addition, it includes the subdivision regulations and build-
ing and zoning codes to regulate the use and development of 
land in the unincorporated areas of the county. 

Some of the ideas on the current ordinance have been 
discussed for nearly 10 years, and the current proposal has 

The Johnson County Board of Supervisors held a public forum on Thursday to hear feedback on 
the proposed Unified Development Ordinance, which would affect agriculture exemptions for area 

farmers depending on the size of their operations.

SEE COUNTY, 2

Laura McLeran’s 
appointment as interim 
Student Life VP comes as 
the UI adjusts the timeline 
to search for a permanent 
replacement.

Hayden Froelich/The Daily Iowan
Assistant to Vice President for Student Life Bret Gothe writes down requests for the new office at the Student Disability 
Services Office Relocation Town Hall meeting in the IMU on Thursday.

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Johnson County Supervisors listen to a speaker during a public hearing to replace the Unified Development Ordinance at the Johnson County Human Services building on Thurs-
day. The ordinance plans to add a formal request application for alterations of farms under 40 acres. Farmers from around Johnson county gathered to voice their concerns about 
how the new ordinance could affect family farms. 

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Attendees listen to a speaker during a public hearing to replace the Unified Development Ordinance 
at the Johnson County Human Services building on Thursday.

Office of Sustainability 
moves to Jessup Hall
The University of Iowa Office of 
Sustainability and Environment 
has moved its office to Jessup 
Hall. Staff hope that this move will 
make the office more accessible 
to students on the UI campus. 

UIHC creates safer proce-
dure for heart treatment
Cardiologists at the University 
of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics are 
the first in the state to perform a 
BASILICA procedure, a new type of 
heart valve replacement for high-
risk patients. 

UI student org brings 
Disney stars to life for 
children
The members of the University 
of Iowa’s new A Moment of Magic 
chapter bring the magic of Disney 
directly to kids in a unique way—
by dressing up as the beloved 
characters. The organization cur-
rently has Elena of Avalor, Giselle 
from *Enchanted,* and Anna from 
*Frozen.*

Top-ranked Hawkeyes 
primed for top-15 show-
down
The No. 1 Iowa wrestling team is 
set to travel to New Jersey for a 
top-15 showdown with No. 12 Princ-
eton on Sunday. The Hawkeyes 
defeated Princeton 31-10 at home 
last season but are expecting 
a different challenge this time 
around.

Hawkeyes set to open Big 
Ten play against top-5 
Wolverines
The Hawkeyes have already picked 
up wins over Texas Tech and Syr-
acuse, but a matchup on the road 
against No. 4 Michigan on Friday 
will be a completely different test. 
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now take place in early 
February. The expanded 
timeline created the need 
for an interim position, ac-
cording to the UI.

“Vibrancy and strength 
in our Division of Student 
Life is critical to the overall 
success of our students,” 
UI President Bruce Har-
reld said in the statement. 
“We cannot lose the mo-

mentum built over the past 
several years in the areas 
of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion, mental health, 
fraternity and sorority life, 
and on-campus housing, to 
name a few.”

In 1987, McLeran began 
her career at the UI with 
the Division of Student 
Life, formerly known as the 
Division of Student Ser-
vices, and served in many 
leadership roles. She began 
joint assignment between 
the Office of the President 
and the Division of Student 

Life in 2003 before she of-
ficially moved to the Pres-
ident’s Office in 2006 as 
the special assistant to the 
president. 

McLeran was promoted 
to the director of presiden-
tial outreach and events in 
2008, assistant vice presi-
dent in 2013, and then later 
to her senior adviser posi-
tion in 2015.

Currently, McLeran 
serves on the search com-
mittee for the vice pres-
ident for Student Life, 
General Charter Review 

Committee, and Path For-
ward Engagement Work 
Group. She also served as 
the UI’s Transparent, In-
clusive, Efficiency Review 
representative to the re-
gents from 2014 to 2018.

“I am enthusiastic about 
Laura’s appointment to 
this leadership role,” Har-
reld said. “Her background 
in student life makes her 
uniquely qualified to main-
tain and build upon the 
forward momentum within 
the division until a perma-
nent leader is named.”

been reworked for the last 
18 months, Board of Super-
visors Vice Chair Rod Sulli-
van said. 

Johnson County Super-
visor Chairperson Lisa 
Green-Douglass said the 
county considered 16 rec-
ommended edits from the 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission. She said the ag-
ricultural community did 
not want to be subjected to 
a public hearing on wheth-
er or not their operations 
qualified for agricultural 
exemptions.

The ordinance proposes in-
troducing an application pro-
cess for the exemption, which 
can be obtained by operations 
smaller than 40 acres. 

Agricultural exemption 
is defined by the Johnson 
County Department of 
Planning, Development, 
and Sustainability as “land, 
houses, barns, outbuildings, 
or other buildings or struc-

tures which are primari-
ly adapted *and used* for 
agricultural purposes are 
exempt from county build-
ing and zoning regulations, 
like setbacks from property 
lines and building codes.”

With the exemption, staff 
can also request more in-
formation from individuals 
wanting to build a home or 
animal feeding operation 
on parcels of land larger 
than 40 acres, so long as the 
proposed animal unit den-
sity is over 25 animal units 
per acre of livestock rearing 
area, the document states. 

Green-Douglass said the 
environmental impacts of 
the manure from the an-
imals on such operations 
would negatively affect the 
surrounding residents in 
the area and the environ-
ment in general.

"The impact upon the 
air quality and the water 
quality are undeniable," 
Green-Douglass said.

As it stands in the propos-
al, those with more than 40 
acres of land need not apply 
for outbuildings unless they 

will be used for animal feed-
ing operations with more 
than 25 animal units per 
acre of livestock rearing ar-
ea. In order to build a house, 
an application must be pro-
vided to show the dwelling 
citizen is someone involved 
in the property’s agricul-
ture.

If the farmer owns less 
than 40 acres, an applica-
tion must be done to prove 
there is evidence of the 
applicant’s history, experi-
ence, or education in agri-
culture; intent or plans to 
continue using the prop-
erty for agricultural uses; 
the structure is primarily 
adapted for agricultural 
use; and that the agricultur-
al operation is economically 
viable, the handout states. 

“If you go through an 
economic liability test like 
this, beginning farmers can 
attest that those early years 
are not high years. They 
build traction over time,” 
area farm producer Jon 
Marner said. “If you make 
them pass all those tests up 
front, you’ve killed the farm 

vision. I think this measure 
would fail significantly and 
destroy farms in general in 
the county.”

Green-Douglass com-
mented on the concerns for 
young farmers.

“Economic viability 
doesn’t mean you have to be 
making money off of this. 
It just means the operation 
can continue and won’t 
fold. If they have the back-
ground or training, it’s fine. 
Economic viability isn’t 
shutting the door; it’s one 
of the things considered,” 
Green-Douglass said. 

West Branch farmer 
Keith Schulthes and his 
daughter start driving their 
equipment at 4 a.m. to avoid 
disrupting citizens on the 
roads. He hopes the super-
visors reflect the same con-
sideration on farmers as he 
and his daughter reflect on 
their community.  

“Protect our rights. Don’t 
infringe. Keep reaching out 
to us. Understand the im-
pact this has on us. We are 
the major economic driver 
of this county, and it’s hard 

for me to imagine why you 
would want to disrupt this,” 
Schulthes said. 

Supervisor Royceann Por-
ter sided with the farmers. 

“No, I’m not going to sup-
port it. Slow it down. What’s 
the rush?” Porter said. “Let’s 
work with state legislators. 
I’m sorry if anybody on this 
board is upset with me, but 
it is my opinion, and I am 
entitled to it.” 

Green-Douglass said 
there was point of frustra-
tion for her in the deliber-
ations of the ordinance as 
many public meetings were 
held prior to address con-
cerns.

"This is where we are at in 
the process," Green-Doug-
lass said. "We are trying to 
do something to reach out 
and give another opportuni-
ty to communicate to folks 
and let them communicate 
to us. At any time of year it 

is going to be something. 
Do we just not do it?"

A lot of the changes in 
the ordinance actually help 
young farmers, Sullivan 
said. 

“The major changes ar-
en’t going to be for farm-
ers. They will be in terms of 
housing development. Most 
farmers will not see a big 
difference,” Sullivan said. 
“This ordinance is 299 pages 
long. People were fighting 
about one page. I think it’s 
important to focus on all the 
good things that are in the 
in those 299 pages.”

The next consideration 
will take place at 5:30 p.m. 
Dec. 12. It is not certain 
when the final consider-
ation will take place, but 
Sullivan believes it will be 
Dec. 19, and he said the plan 
would be effective the sec-
ond week of January at the 
latest.
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LEARNING HOW TO SET THE STAGE

Hayden Froelich/The Daily Iowan
Hancher Public Engagement Coordinator Jesus ‘Chuy’ Renteria speaks students during their tour in Hancher Auditorium on Thursday. The Career 
Trek was organized by the Pomerantz Center and Hancher Auditorium to show students the inner-workings of different positions in Performing Arts 
Management.

COUNTY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

STUDENT LIFE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

OFFICE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“That decision to look for 
a short-term space before a 
long-term one was driven by 
students to fill the needs laid 
out in the petition first,” Gothe 

said. “We look at short term 
as the next three to five years, 
then long term after that.”

In an October interview 
with the *DI,* Vice Presi-
dent for Student Life Melissa 
Shivers said students want to 
make sure the office relocation 
is the right move and that the 
UI doesn't settle.

“So, if you rush something, 
are we going to be rushing it 
and not be exactly what we 
need or want, or is there ben-
efit to actually waiting a little 
bit longer...” she said. “You 
want to make sure it moves 
into a location that is accessi-
ble, but also one that can help 
to meet the needs of the com-

munity.”
UI Students for Disability 

Advocacy & Awareness Presi-
dent-elect Karina Foster-Mid-
dleton said if the UI decides 
to see this location through, 
ideally the organization would 
be able to move next fall or in 
the spring 2020 semester. She 
said the conversation would 

need to continue moving for-
ward.

“This is, at its heart, a stu-
dent service,” Foster-Middle-
ton said. “And if it’s not meet-
ing students’ needs, then it’s 
not enough.”

Executive Director of Be-
longing and Inclusion Maria 
Bruno said the location in the 
mall is not decided on, but this 

is a chance for people on the 
committee to hear what peo-
ple want the most from a new 
office.

“We are really trying to for 
all of you to have input on the 
decision,” Bruno said. “We are 
going to continue to get more 
data and review it with the 
committee to help in the deci-
sion making process.” 

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
The outside of the UI Student Disability Services office is seen on June 5. The office is located in the basement of Burge Hall.
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BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

Area lawmakers will 
come together to discuss 
education and other topics 
in a forum hosted by The 
Daily Iowan ahead of the 
2020 legislative session.

The forum will be 3:30 to 
5 p.m.  Dec. 8 in Meeting 
Room A at the Iowa City 
Public Library.

Johnson County is home 
to one of the state’s three 
public universities, more 
than 30 public schools, and 
a satellite campus of Kirk-
wood Community College. 
Lawmakers in Des Moines 
decide funding and poli-
cies affecting these educa-
tional institutions.

Other topics that may be 

discussed include mental  
health care, water quality, 
state budget, and public 
transportation.

The DI invited eight ar-
ea lawmakers to the fo-
rum. Reps. Amy Nielsen, 
D-North Liberty; Mary 
Mascher, D-Iowa City; 
Dave Jacoby, D-Coralville; 
and Sens. Zach Wahls, 
D-Coralville; and Joe Bolk-
com, D-Iowa City, have 
confirmed. 

The 2020 Iowa legisla-
tive session begins Jan. 13. 
The session will begin with 
a shakeup in leadership as 
Rep. Pat Grassley, R-New 
Hartford, grandson of U.S. 
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Io-
wa, will take the helm as 
Speaker of the House. 

Fellow Iowa House Re-

publicans elected Pat 
Grassley to the position af-
ter Linda Upmeyer, the cur-
rent Speaker of the House, 
announced she wouldn’t 
seek reelection in 2020.

One issue that may be 
on display in 2020 is crim-
inal-justice reform. In No-
vember, Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds named 14 officials to 
a newly formed committee 
that will make recommen-
dations to reduce recidi-
vism and racial bias in the 
criminal-justice system. 

The committee will also 
make recommendations for 
Reynolds’ push for a path to 
restoration of voting rights 
for felons. Reynolds cham-
pioned a bill last legislative 
session, but it failed to pass 
through the Senate.

Daily Iowan to host legislative forum Dec. 8
With around one month to go before the opening of the 2020 legislative session in Iowa, The Daily Iowan invited area 
lawmakers to discuss education and other topics.

BY ANNIE FITZPATRICK
anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Of-
fice of Sustainability and the 
Environment moved its of-
fice to Jessup Hall Dec. 2 in 
an effort to be more accessi-
ble to students on campus.

The office was previously 
located in the Communi-
cations Center, which the 
state Board of Regents voted 
in September to eventually 
raze. In an email to The Dai-
ly Iowan, Sustainability Pro-
gram Manager Blake Rupe 
said the office has moved 
once a year over the past two 
or three years, but Jessup 
Hall will be the office’s per-

manent location until it is 
renovated along with other 
buildings on the Pentacrest 
in the near future.

The decision to relocate to 
Jessup Hall was considered 
since last year, Rupe said. 
The goal is to have a loca-
tion that is central on the UI 
campus and more available 
to students, she said. Staff 
at the office were given op-
tions on where they would 
like to move the office, Rupe 
said, and Jessup Hall was 
chosen.

“We are more centrally lo-
cated and accessible to stu-
dents who want to stop in to 
ask questions, find resourc-
es, and learn about campus 

opportunities,” Rupe said.
The positions and re-

sponsibilities of staff at the 
Office of Sustainability and 
the Environment have not 
changed since the move, 
and the office is offering the 
same services to students, 
Rupe said.

Office of Sustainability 
and the Environment Com-
munications and Diversity 
Intern Hallie Lartius said 
most of the move was com-
pleted over the UI’s fall 
break. Despite the move, 
Lartius said that the old of-
fice location is still available 
to students for the rest of 
the semester.

The move creates a “hom-

ier” office environment that 
is closer to campus, making 
it more prepared to address 
the needs of the Iowa City 
community while staying 
true to its existing missions, 
Lartius said. She said that 
the hope is to improve ex-
isting community relation-
ships in addition to develop-
ing new ones.

“It feels like this could 
benefit our external rela-
tions with students because 
we’re in the center of cam-
pus,” Lartius said. “We have 
a hope that it will grow our 
reach to students.”

UI third-year student Jen-
nifer McCarron said that she 
has never visited the office 

and was unaware of their 
services, but she thinks the 
move could change that.

“I do think the move could 
be a good thing, because I 
would probably be able to 
hear more about what they 
are doing,” McCarron said.

However, not all students 
are sure the move will at-
tract more visitors. UI sec-
ond-year Emma Rosenberg 
said that she thinks the UI 
Communications Center 
was a more populated loca-
tion for the office.

“It seems like it’s one of 
the more unfamiliar build-
ings. It seems like a more 
subject-centered building, 
whereas the Communica-

tions Center has a lot of peo-
ple pass through it,” Rosen-
berg said.

The Office of Sustainabil-
ity and the Environment is 
also planning an open house 
for its new location to intro-
duce the community to its 
new home, Lartius said.

Rupe said that the move is 
beneficial to both staff and 
students in terms of benefit-
ing the community through 
sustainable efforts and ini-
tiatives.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to expand 
the reach and impact the 
OSE office has on events and 
academic missions across 
campus,” Rupe said. 

Sustainability office moves to Jessup Hall
The UI Office of Sustainability and the Environment has moved its office location to Jessup Hall. The move comes as a 
result of plans to raze the UI Communications Center, the office’s old location. 

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Joe Bolkcom, D-Iowa City, speaks during the eastern Iowa Legislator Forum at the Iowa City Public Library 
on Dec. 5, 2018. The Daily Iowan will host its second legislative forum Dec. 8.



My dad — like many fathers 
— doesn’t cry often. I can count 
on one hand the number of 
times I’ve seen tears escape his 
eyes, and typically only after a 
tragedy.

But seated one evening 
months ago at an Applebee’s in 
suburban Illinois, as we waxed 
nostalgic about my mostly 
complete college journey, he 
brought up my future gradu-
ation ceremony — the day he 
and my mother, who both were 
never afforded the opportunity 
to receive a college education, 
will witness their one and only 
child achieve their unfulfilled 
ambitions.

Thinking about when he and 
my mom will sit proudly in-
side Carver-Hawkeye Arena to 
watch me walk across the stage 
and receive my diploma in May 
2020, he said the occasion will 
surely make him shed more 
than a few tears. (As for mom 
— she already cries over most 
momentous life events and 

cheesy Hallmark movies, so we 
can count on her to cry when I 
graduate, too. Bless her heart.)

As a first-generation stu-
dent, being a trailblazer has 
pushed me every step of the 
way. I know a degree can put 
my family on a new trajecto-
ry, and I carry the weight of 
responsibility for my family’s 
success every day. I’m just 
about a semester away from 
crossing the college finish 
line while my parents couldn’t 
even consider training for this 
marathon.

Not all first-generation 
students are as lucky when 
it comes to graduation. Ac-
cording to the Center for 
First-Generation Student 
Success, we graduate at low-
er rates than our continu-
ing-generation peers. The 
center reports that 56 percent 
of first-generation students 
and 40 percent of continu-
ing-generation students had 
not earned any postsecondary 
credential six years after inia-
tially entering postsecondary 
education.

Contemplating life after col-
lege is a feat for any student, 
but given the low odds of earn-
ing a degree as a first-genera-
tion student, that future feels 
especially intangible. 

It shouldn’t come as such 
a surprise that there are next 
steps to consider. People gen-
erally don’t go to college for 
college’s sake; the promise of a 
better future and a successful 
career draws us in. 

Yet, I’ve been slow to accept 
that I will have a future to plan. 
For 22 years, the focus has been 

on getting here and taking full 
advantage of this opportunity 
— what happens after Univer-
sity of Iowa President Bruce 
Harreld or another high-rank-
ing official shakes my hand, 
doles out my diploma, and 
gives me the boot?

Hopefully by then, I’ll be able 
to take that May day to bask in 
a hard-earned full-circle end-
ing — accepting a diploma 
from the administrator I’ve 
had some nerdy fun reporting 
on for four years and watching 
my Daily Iowan and UI jour-

neys collide for a moment. This 
scene I’ve imagined since my 
childhood is becoming clear-
er, but I can’t say the same for 
what will come next.

It didn’t take me long after 
stepping foot on campus to 
figure out I wanted to be DI 
editor-in-chief. I planned to 
take on this job for three years. 
Soon, I’ll have to become some-
thing else that’s not DI editor 
and UI student — some ca-
reer woman doing who knows 
what, who knows where. That’s 
exciting, but also terrifying. 

The time is almost here to 
show my family that my college 
education was a worthwhile 
investment. Perhaps I’m irra-
tionally worried that I’ll be the 
exception to the system and 
find myself unemployed when 
I graduate. I’m worried that I’ll 
be left without options after my 
parents gave everything to sup-
port my education and ensure 
that I would have a better life. 
I don’t want to dash my par-
ents’ hopes of at least one of us 
achieving the American dream.

A good friend of mine says 
to “trust the process.” Sure, I 
have my doubts and plenty of 
I’m-approaching-graduation 
angst. But it may be time to put 
some faith in the process that’s 
gotten me this far. Around 
one-fourth of us Hawkeyes 
are “the first,” and we certainly 
won’t be the last.
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I’m the first, but not the last
Understanding first-generation students can help the UI prepare them for the future.

GUEST OPINION

As global leaders meet at the 
United Nations climate sum-
mit in Madrid this week, we 
plan to continue our yearlong 
strike in Iowa City at 3:30 p.m. 
Friday at the Old Brick. 

Since the Iowa City Com-
munity School District and 
Iowa City City Council have 
passed updated climate plans 
in line with the U.N. Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, and Swedish activist 
Greta Thunberg brought global 
attention to Iowa City, we’ve 
been asked why we continue.

Here’s why: We have no 
choice.

As  U.N. Secretary-Gener-
al António Guterres  warned 
world leaders on Monday, “The 
point of no return is no longer 
over the horizon. It is in sight 
and hurtling toward us.”

And yet, as it burns coal for 
six more years in the middle of 
our town, the University of Io-
wa still refuses to even respond 
to or meet  Iowa City climate 
advocates or join the Iowa City 
climate plan in a Town-Gown 
Climate Accord. In the process, 
UI plans to recklessly burn coal 
for six more years — the sin-
gle biggest contributor of CO2 
in Iowa City — and then rely 
on another fossil fuel,  meth-
ane-emitting natural gas, for 
60 percent of its Power Plant 
needs for the next half century.

If you believe in science and 
the reams of studies on climate 
chaos  that  have  concluded 
“we might already have crossed 
the threshold for a cascade of in-
ter-related tipping points,” such 
a reliance on fossil fuels at UI is 
almost delusional.

We strike because the adults 
in the room still hide behind 
excuses for their  silence and 
inaction and delays, when 
global  CO2 emissions have 
increased by 4 percent  since 
the Paris Climate  Summit in 
2015, at a time when we need to 
drastically cut emissions in half 
over the next decade — just to 
stave off the worst disasters.

We strike because world-
class universities such as the 
University of Illinois declared 
climate-emergency plans this 
week with 200 other Ameri-
can universities, joining 7,000 
universities who committed to 
carbon neutral plans by 2030 
earlier this summer — such as 
the University of California. 
We deserve a world-class  uni-
versity climate emergency plan 
in Iowa City.

In short: UI’s outdated fos-
sil fuel-generated Power Plant 
plans and sustainability goals 
fall behind schools across the 
country, including Iowa State 
University, which The Princ-
eton Review recently ranked 
40th in the Top Green Colleges.

We  strike because  11,000 
scientists  warned last month 
of “untold suffering” if we  fail 
to act quickly on our climate 
crisis.  That means we must act 
now, not when it’s convenient.

We strike because our plan-
et’s salvation requires courage, 
not fear.

We strike for climate refu-
gees, including those displaced 
by flooding, drought, and fires 
in Iowa, across the U.S., and 
around the world. Every two 
seconds, according to a recent 
Oxfam study, someone in the 
world is turned into a refugee 
by climate chaos.

In six years of UI burning 
coal, that totals 94.6 million ref-
ugees from our climate crisis. 
Just do the math for 50 more 
years of  fossil fuels such as 
natural gas  to understand our 
own responsibility.

So, we will strike until adults 
in the room, including the UI 
administration, recognize we 
have reached a “point of no 
return” and urgently move 
forward with a Town-Gown 
Climate Accord in line with 
the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change goals, de-
clare a climate emergency like 
other world-class universities, 
and end toxic and CO2-spewing 
coal in the heart of our town.

We hope you join us Friday.

— Massimo Paciotto-Biggers 
— Alex Howe 

Iowa City climate strikers

Climate striking is still necessary
Iowa City climate activists write that inaction is approaching the point of no return.

4

EDITORIAL POLICYSTAFF
THE DAILY IOWAN is a multifaceted news-media orga-
nization that provides fair and accurate coverage of events and 
issues pertaining to the University of Iowa, Iowa City, Johnson 
County, and the state of Iowa. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR may be submitted via email to 
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu (as text, not attachments). Each letter 
must be signed and include an address and phone number for ver-
ification. Letters should not exceed 300 words and may be edited 
for clarity, length, style, and space limitations, including head-
lines. The DI will only publish one letter per author per month. 
Letters will be chosen for publication by the editors according to 
space considerations. No advertisements or mass mailings, please.

GUEST OPINIONS that exceed 300 words in length 
must be arranged with the Opinions editor at least three days 
prior to the desired date of publication. Guest opinions are se-
lected in accordance with length, subject relevance, and space 
considerations. Guest opinions may be edited for length, clar-
ity, style, and space limitations.

READER COMMENTS that may appear were originally 
posted on dailyiowan.com or on the DI’s social media plat-
forms in response to published material. They will be chosen 
for print publication when they are deemed to be well-writ-
ten and to forward public discussion. They may be edited for 
length and style. 

Marissa Payne  Editor-in-Chief 

Elijah Helton  Opinions Editor

Taylor Newby, Krystin Langer, Jason O’Day, Peyton Downing, Emily Creery,
Becca Bright, Ally Pronina, Kalen McCain  Columnists

Lucee Laursen, Madison Lotenschtein, Anna Banerjee  Contributors

Haley Triem, AJ Boulund  Cartoonists

COLUMNS, CARTOONS, and OTHER OPINIONS CONTENT reflect the opinions of the authors and are not 
necessarily those of the Editorial Board, The Daily Iowan, or other organizations in which the author may be involved.

Marissa Payne, Brooklyn Draisey, Elijah Helton, Taylor Newby, Jason O’Day  Editorial Board 

EDITORIALS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not the opinion of the publisher, Student Publications 
Inc., or the University of Iowa. 

COLUMN

UI gen-ed classes 
need to be more 
accessible for all
Liberal-arts education should expand one’s 
learning, not be unbearibly complicated.

By enrolling in the Uni-
versity of Iowa College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
students agree to take a 
required amount of gener-
al-education credits that sat-
isfy what a liberal-arts edu-
cation is intended to do: give 
a well-rounded education of 
science and humanities to 
students. 

Perhaps the word “science” 
stopped you dead in your 
tracks. In order to gradu-
ate, you are required to take 
a quantitative and formal 
reasoning (or math equiva-
lent) class, and one natural 
science with a lab and one 
without a lab. The UI offers 
several classes that are sup-
posedly made so nonmajors 
can fulfill the requirement 
without having to take ex-
tremely difficult classes, 
such as chemistry. However, 
students often still struggle 
through these courses, par-
tially because they are un-
willing to become interested 
in that subject, and partially 
because professors are un-
willing to water down the 
material for them. 

Human Origins is a course 
that is required for anthro-
pology majors and counts as 
a gen ed for a natural science 
without a lab. Its foundations 
are basic biology, primatolo-
gy, and looking at evolution 
through the fossil record. As 
an anthropology major my-
self, I found the class to be 
enthralling, but also challeng-
ing at times. The exams were 
70 questions long, and there 
were only 50 minutes to com-
plete it. During discussion, 
the slides on the instructor’s 
PowerPoints overflowed with 
information and could often 
be easily confused with other 
material. 

If instructors watered 
down their science courses 
with less material, students 
with an English background, 
per se, would be able to con-
ceptualize the detailed infor-
mation better and wouldn’t 
feel so overwhelmed when 
studying for an exam. By do-
ing this, students will also 
want to participate more in 
class and perhaps become 
more interested in the mate-
rial being gifted to them. 

Making one’s course more 
inclusive toward nonmajors 
can only make professor’s 
departments look better, and 
who knows, maybe a student 
sitting in a gen-ed class will 
become inspired to declare 
that specific subject as their 
second major. 

But that doesn’t mean 
students are not partially at 
fault. When registering for 
classes, many students are 
guilty of not reading through 
the course’s description or 
its syllabus (if it’s available). 
They enroll in a science class 
with the presumption that 
they already won’t enjoy it 
because of the noted “s” word 
and they “don’t need it for 
their major.” 

Yes, you may never use the 
material from Age of Dino-
saurs in your life, but you will 
learn critical-thinking skills 
and strengthen your under-
standing of what came before 
you. Dinosaurs may be long in 
the past, but in time, you will 
be too.

From what I’ve gathered, 
many people enrolled in those 
types of classes don’t study 
until the night before the ex-
am. While this technique may 
do the trick for other class-
es — believe me, I’ve been 
there — it seldom works for 
science-based courses. By 
studying in advance, you can 
not only score higher, but 
you will also learn for life. It’s 
more than just questions and 
answers.

It is imperative that liber-
al-arts students take these 
classes, but if the material is 
too difficult to understand, 
many will never come to ap-
preciate the knowledge that is 
being handed to them. 

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
The Old Capitol is seen on Nov. 20.

‘By doing this, students will also want to participate 
more in class and perhaps become more interested 

in the material being gifted to them.’

MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

‘Contemplating life after college is a feat for any 
student, but given the low odds of earning a 
degree as a first-generation student, that future 

feels especially intangible.’

Reba Zatz/The Daily Iowan
Climate strikers carry homemade signs illustrating the urgency of the issue of climate change on Sept. 20.

MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu
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BY GRETCHEN LENTH
gretchen-lenth@uiowa.edu

A young girl dressed in 
pink heels and a yellow 
dress from Disney’s Beau-
ty and the Beast waited in-
side the Ronald McDonald 
House for a princess just 
like her to arrive. The mo-
ment Princess Anna from 
Frozen stepped through the 
front doors, the girl’s eyes 
lit up like stars.

For the University of Io-
wa’s new A Moment of Mag-
ic chapter, creating lasting 
memories like this is their 
ultimate goal. A Moment 
of Magic is a national, non-
profit program founded five 
years ago in New York.

Each of the nearly 20 uni-
versity chapters follow the 
mission of “restoring mag-
ic at a time when a kid just 
needs to be a kid,” said UI 
Moment of Magic Chapter 
President Carsen Kurth.

The UI’s chapter became 
official this past spring, 
Kurth said, and now has 
five partnerships and nearly 
60 members.

“[Iowa City] is a medical 
community, so there are 
many opportunities for us 
to go to hospitals or rehab 
facilities,” UI Moment of 
Magic Chapter Vice Presi-
dent Mae Hardie said.

The first step to becoming 
a character involves sending 
in photos and videos as part 
of an audition process, UI 
Moment of Magic Chapter 
Treasurer Jenna Nulle said. 
The national chapter casts 
roles based on what Disney 
character each member best 
embodies.

In Nulle’s case, her audi-
tion landed her the role of 
Giselle from Enchanted.

But before she could don 
her blue princess dress, 
Nulle underwent charac-
ter training, she said. This 
training ranged from week-
ly meetings that taught her 
in-character skills to feed-
back from other chapters’ 
Giselles on how to best apply 
her eyeshadow, Nulle said.

Nulle wouldn’t describe 
her character as the most 
recognizable among the 
Disney pantheon. Even so, 

Nulle said, the very presence 
of a character can make a 
difference in the lives of the 
children she visits.

“We are an outlet and 
a distraction for a child,” 
Nulle said. “They don’t get 
to see a princess every day.”

Hardie added that devel-
oping interpersonal rela-
tionship skills is essential.

“We hone in on per-
son-first language and 
treating the kid like any 
other ordinary kid,” Hardie 
said. “You would never want 
to say that you’re work-
ing with a child who is in a 
wheelchair directly. We talk 
about inclusion.”

This focus on inclusion 
goes beyond interactions 
with children, Kurth said. 
For this reason, the orga-
nization hopes to diversify 
their character population 
in the future.

Currently, the UI’s chap-
ter offers three characters 
for their visits: Giselle from 
Enchanted, Elena from Ele-
na of Avalor, and Anna from 
Frozen.

But the organization is 
set to introduce 38 new 
characters at a coronation 
ceremony later in Decem-
ber, Hardie said. Of those, 
only four are male.

It is Kurth’s hope, he 
said, that once people see 
for themselves what these 
visits are like, they’ll be en-
couraged to get involved.

“We would like to partner 
with the REACH program 
to show children that may-
be have a physical or a cog-
nitive limitation that they 
too can be represented as 
a princess or a superhero,” 
Kurth said.

At times, a hospital can 
diminish a child’s imagina-

tion and sense of self, Har-
die said.

It is for that reason that 
UI Moment of Magic Sec-
retary Callie Dahlhauser 
believes their visits are so 
valuable.

“Many of these kids have 
just gone through chemo 
treatments,” Dahlhaus-
er said. “When you would 
think that a child would be 
so tired after having to go 
through that, they are just 
so excited to see the prin-
cesses and superheroes.”

Likewise, Dahlhauser add-
ed the students themselves 
apply value to their work.

“Characters remember 
each and every child they 
come in contact with,” Dahl-
hauser said. “They provide 
us with a sense of strength 
to do what we do for them. 
Everything is about the 
kids.”

Group restores magic one child at a time 
University of Iowa students recognized the need to provide recreational services for children staying in area hospitals, 
so they started the UI Moment of Magic chapter to inspire creativity during dark times. 

Contributed

Procedure to offer safer treatment for heart patients
A new catheterized heart-valve replacement, BASILICA, has been performed for the first time in Iowa at UI Hospitals and Clinics. 

BY CAROLINE BAUM
caroline-baum@uiowa.edu

After the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics became 
the first health-care center in 
Iowa to perform a procedure 
that makes heart-valve re-
placement safer, UIHC now 
hopes to use this to increase 
treatment options for its pa-
tients.

Bioprosthetic Aortic Scal-
lop Internal Laceration to 
prevent Iatrogenic Coronary 
Artery obstruction is a spe-
cialized procedure meant to 
augment the existing tran-
scatheter aortic valve replace-
ment procedure. TAVR is 
used to treat aortic stenosis, a 
life-threatening narrowing of 
the aortic valve.

During TAVR, a catheter is 
fed through the femoral ar-
tery and up to the aortic valve 
of the heart.  Using imaging 
techniques, a balloon is then 
used to place a new aortic 
valve and the catheter is re-
moved.

Since the TAVR was first 
performed on humans in 
2002, it has gained popularity 
around the world as a mini-
mally invasive alternative to 
open-heart surgery.  Since 
2015, there have been more 
TAVR procedures per year in 
the U.S. than surgical aortic 
valve replacements, and this 
trend shows no sign of slow-
ing, according to a report 
from a 2018 journal written by 
the Director of Cardiac Cathe-
terization Labs at the Univer-
sity of Colorado.

The BASILICA makes TAVR 
safer for patients who are at 
risk for coronary blockage, 
said National Heart Lung and 

Blood Institute cardiologist 
and senior investigator Rob-
ert Lederman.

Phillip Horwitz, UIHC 
structural heart-disease pro-
gram medical director, de-
scribed TAVR as “truly revolu-
tionary” as it makes treatment 
possible for patients with ad-
vanced heart-valve disease.

“BASILICA keeps adding to 
the kinds of patients that we 
can treat with TAVR, includ-
ing those with more complex 
heart-valve disease,” he said.

During the BASILICA pro-
cedure, a small electrified 
wire is passed through the 
catheter and used to cleanly 
split the aortic leaflet in two.  
This prevents the leaflet from 
blocking the flow of blood to 
the coronary arteries during 
the TAVR, which is fatal in 
about half of cases. Using this 
procedure, patients former-
ly deemed too high-risk for 
TAVR can now undergo the 
procedure without the risk of 
coronary blockage.

This is especially important 
for elderly or frail patients for 
whom major operations, such 
as open-heart surgery, could 
prove fatal, Lederman said.

Lederman has spent much 
of his career researching cath-
eterized cardiovascular inter-
ventions.

A fellow in Lederman’s lab, 
Jaffar Khan, invented the 
BASILICA procedure when 
cardiologists from around 
the country came to the Na-
tional Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute seeking a solution 
for coronary blockage associ-
ated with TAVR in high-risk 
patients.

“Only around 1 percent of 

patients having TAVR need 
this,” Lederman said.  “But 
because the number of people 

undergoing TAVR is so high, 
BASILICA is important to at 
least 1,000 patients a year, 

and for those patients, it’s 100 
percent.”

So far, UIHC has performed 
two TAVR procedures with 
BASILICA.  Both have been 
led by UIHC clinical Assistant 
Professor of internal medi-
cine Sidakpal Panaich.

Panaich explained that al-
though BASILICA is a new 
procedure, it has quickly en-
tered into the mainstream at 
UIHC because of high patient 
volume and the experience 

level of the staff.
“These are patients who are 

of somewhat higher surgi-
cal risk who otherwise would 
have to undergo open-heart 
surgery,” Khan said. “With 
BASILICA, we can safely of-
fer them a transcatheter pro-
cedure, which is much lower 
risk than open-heart surgery. 
Before BASILICA, they would 
be forced to choose between 
a high-risk surgery or to not 
[undergo any treatment].”

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics cardiologist Sidakpal Panaich poses for a portrait at UIHC on Wednesday. UIHC cardiologists will be the first in 
the state to use a new procedure called BASILICA for heart-valve replacements, which is safer for high-risk patients.

Contributed

‘BASILICA keeps adding to the kinds of patients 
that we can treat with TAVR, including those with 

more complex heart-valve disease.’
— Phillip Horowitz, UIHC structural heart-disease program 

medical director
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ACROSS
 1 Von Trapp daughter in “The Sound of Music”
 6 Range for 1-Across
10 Some bad joke tellers, stereotypically
14 Major for a future museum curator
16 Singer Brickell
17 Steam-powered device?
18 Wheedle
19 Schmutz on Santa’s boots
20 Mila of “Black Swan”
21 Cinematography tool
22 Cast opener
23 Calls to account
25 Knives can make them
27 Props (up)
28 Morally reprehensible
29 Headwear almost never worn outdoors
32 Garments worn at Hogwarts
33 Language in which “thank you” is “khob chai”
34 Peppery herb

35 Shopping destination that sounds risqué  
37 Coloring
38 On the up and up?
39 Leasing unit
40 Sides in chess, symbolically
41 Block at sea
42 One who tells a tale full of sound and fury,
 per Macbeth
43 Hypes
45 Jason of “The Incredibles”
48 Arab nation once colonized by the Portuguese
49 This might sound sad
51 Value not appearing on any Scrabble tile
52 “Don’t be such a baby!”
53 Online marketplace since 2005
54 Some referee calls, for short
55 Joint part

DOWN
 1 Dr. Zhivago’s love
 2 State flower of Tennessee
 3 Chisel, say
 4 Marine mollusk exoskeleton vendor, in a
 tongue twister?
 5 Pronto
 6 When to meet for lunch, maybe
 7 Enemy of the Avengers
 8 Nursery
 9 Setting for 400+ miles of the Euphrates: Abbr.
10 Useful cryptography tool to have on hand?
11 Not mature
12 Array on an instrument panel
13 Super-hot
15 Preacher’s charge
21 DVD special feature
22 Adage suggesting the value of working
  expeditiously
24 The way
25 Pay phone feature
26 Ones turning up the volume?
27 Some mudrock
28 Yearbook grp.
29 Monty Python genre
30 Yiddish language author Sholem
31 Winter setting in Tinseltown
36 ___ Greene, mobster in “The Godfather”
39 Daily newspaper section
40 ___ one
41 Regatta markers
42 One of the Nereids
44 Not fooled by
45 Dangerous kind of shark
46 Post hoc, ___ propter hoc (common fallacy)
47 Fall location
49 Dismount surface
50 Realm of Otto I: Abbr.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 2

 

Gabbie Marshall has provided Iowa women’s basketball 
with a sharpshooter off of the bench early this season. 

Marshall excels early 
for women’s basketball

BY ISAAC GOFFIN
isaac-goffin@uiowa.edu 

Success in high school 
doesn’t always carry 
over to college. But for 
Iowa women’s basketball 
freshman Gabbie Mar-
shall, that doesn’t seem 
to be the case through 
her first eight games.

Marshall has not on-
ly made an impressive 
impact individually, but 
one that is important for 
the team. She is averag-
ing 8.3 points per game, 
fourth on the team, even 
though she’s come off 
the bench in every game 
but one. 

What’s more impres-
sive is how she has re-
cieved over 50 percent 
of those points. Thir-
ty-four of her points 
have come from behind 
the 3-point line. She is 
shooting almost 45 per-
cent from that distance 
this season. She has hit 
three 3-pointers in four 
different games, includ-
ing Wednesday’s victory 
against Clemson. 

“It makes it so much 
easier when you have 
such good guards that 
can set you up for the 
three,” Marshall said. “I 

mean, it just takes con-
fidence, so whenever I 
step on there, I know 
[to] shoot or [not] shoot. 
There could be off days, 
but I just try to do other 
things to help the team.”

A player Marshall 
looks up to at Iowa is 
senior guard Kathleen 
Doyle. With Doyle play-
ing the same position, 
Marshall learns and gets 
encouragement from 
her. 

“It’s just so much eas-
ier when you’re playing 
with such a good group 
of girls,” Marshall said.

Another player who 
has been in Marshall’s 
situation is senior guard 
Makenzie Meyer. She 
understands that it’s an 
adjustment for players 
to go from high school 
to college with the high-
er level competition and 
speed of play. With that, 
she is proud of how Mar-
shall has started her col-
lege career.

“I just love her pres-
ence on the court,” 
Meyer said. “I think she 
reminds me of Tania 
[Davis] a little bit with 
just the calm presence, 
and she does a really 
good job of not turning 

the ball over, which I 
think is really unique for 
a freshman. I think as a 
freshman, myself, I defi-
nitely struggled with 
that. She has a great 
basketball IQ, and she 
definitely deserves the 
role she has been carved 
into.”

This was a good sea-
son for Marshall to come 
into the program if she 
wanted playing time 
right away. With the loss 
of three seniors from the 
previous seasons, the 
four freshmen on the 
team have had to step it 
up. 

Head coach Lisa Blud-
er has been especially 
impressed with Mar-
shall,along with her 
teammate in the back-
court McKenna War-
nock. 

“We felt like coming 
into this year, the soon-
er that our freshmen 
embraced and felt a part 
of it, the quicker we 
were going to become a 
better basketball team,” 
Bluder said. “I think 
they’re understanding it 
now and realizing that 
we are counting on them 
even though they are 
freshmen.”

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Gabbie Marshall dribbles during a women’s basketball match between Iowa and Clemson at Carver-
Hawkeye Arena on Wednesday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Tigers, 74-60.

http://www.americaneedsjournalists.com
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and No. 8 Gonzaga.
Those wins shot the Wol-

verines up to No. 4 in the AP 
Poll, tying the largest jump 
in AP Poll history.

“Having played in that 
tournament, a lot of those 
three-game tournaments, 
there’s a day off in between,” 
Iowa head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery said. “They played 
three games in three days in 
that tournament, and that’s 
not easy — especially with 
that level of competition.

“The challenge of a one-
day prep and then beating 
teams that had different 
pieces says a lot about who 
Michigan is.”

Unable to get anything 
going on offense in its next 
game, the Wolverines fell 
to No. 1 Louisville, 58-43, on 

Tuesday.
Still, new coach Juwan 

Howard’s squad has proven 
to be one of the best teams in 
the Big Ten with Maryland 
and Ohio State. 

The Wolverines boast a 
three-headed monster in 
their starting lineup in Isa-
iah Livers, Jon Teske, and 
Zavier Simpson. 

Livers leads the way with 
15.3 points per game, while 
Teske and Simpson finish 
the job in more than one 
way.

Teske scores 13.9 points 
per game and grabs 9.8 re-
bounds. Simpson drops 11.9 
points to go along with 8.9 
assists.

“They’ve got a lot of re-
turning guys that are some 
of their core guys,” Iowa 
forward Joe Wieskamp said. 
“Obviously, they lost a few to 
the NBA. But they got Simp-
son, Teske, Livers — those 
main guys that are really 

talented and are going to be 
tough to stop.”

Iowa played Michigan in 
last season’s Big Ten Tour-
nament in which it fell, 74-
53.

Joe Wieskamp and Luka 
Garza each scored 14 in the 
game, but the Wolverines 
outplayed the Hawkeyes 
throughout, as Iowa went 
1-for-16 from 3-point range 
with a late triple from Nico-
las Hobbs.

Livers, Teske, and Simp-
son all reached double fig-
ures, with Teske and Simp-
son posting double-doubles.

Even though a lot of the 
same playmakers are back 
for the Wolverines, it’s a new 
team. Gone are the days of 
John Beilein. These are the 
days of Howard. 

The room to improve is 
clear. Now, Iowa finally has 
its chance to prove to a new 
coach that its better than 
what it showed last year.

“One of the things I al-
ways was impressed with 
with Coach Beilein’s team 

was how they share the ball, 
how they move the ball,” Mc-
Caffery said. “And it’s exact-

ly the same. Juwan’s running 
good stuff. His players are 
playing with confidence.”

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

ed Monday, 7-4, and Iowa 
won the dual, 31-10, in 2018.

Spencer Lee isn’t on the 
probable lineup for this 
weekend. Aaron Cashman 
will fill in for the All-Amer-
ican at 125-pounds and is 
pitted against No. 4 Patrick 
Glory in the team’s proba-
ble lineups.

“We’re going to Prince-
ton with one 125-pounder, 
and that’s going to be Aar-
on Cashman,” Brands said. 
“[Glory] is a fourth-ranked 
guy, and he’s a worthy op-
ponent. So, we’re looking 
forward to that. We’re look-
ing forward to putting our 
name in the box with the 
best 125-pounders in the 
country, and two of those 
names will be from the 
University of Iowa, but you 
have to perform to get into 
that conversation.”

Despite Iowa’s previous 
success against Princeton, 
Warner knows lineup and 
destination changes can 
greatly impact this year’s 
dual outcome.

“We’ll be in their home 
crowd,” Warner said. “We 
have to travel there Satur-
day. Maybe you’ll get jet lag 
or something like that, but 
that shouldn’t matter as 
long as you’re doing your 
job.

“Your weight cut is not 
going to be as normal; 
you’re not going to have 
your bed to sleep in and 
stuff like that. It’s just dif-
ferent stuff that you have to 
overcome. Overall, it’s just 
another match. We got to 
go out and compete and do 
our jobs.”

The Hawkeyes and Tigers 
will clash at Jadwin Gymna-
sium at 1 p.m. Dec. 8. The 
dual will be televised on 
ESPN+, NBC Sports Phil-
adelphia, and NBC Sports 
Chicago.

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

quarter in Columbus but 
held only a 10-7 lead at one 
point in the second half.

“They’ve gotten better as 
the season has gone on,” 
Buckeye head coach Ryan 
Day said. “It’s going to be a 
big challenge. It’s going to 

be hard, go all the way to the 
fourth quarter. We need to 
have a great practice.”

Another battle of running 
backs is set to take place in 
Indianapolis on Saturday 
with two of the Big Ten’s 
most outstanding backs in 
J.K. Dobbins and Jonathan 
Taylor facing off.

Taylor has had his way 
with nearly every defense so 
far this year, averaging 6.3 

yards per carry so far. But 
the Wisconsin offensive line 
saw significant struggles 
against the elite Ohio State 
defensive front on Oct. 26. 
The Buckeyes held Taylor to 
only 52 yards on 20 carries 
in the first meeting.

On the flip side, Dobbins 
was instrumental in the 
Buckeye win over Wiscon-
sin. He rushed for 8.2 yards 
per try against a very solid 

Wisconsin defense, adding 
two scores as well.

“I’m very motivated,” 
Taylor said. “My team is go-
ing to try and lean on me 
to make plays, and I got to 
make sure I am ready this 
week and have a great week 
of preparation, so when my 
number is called, I am able 
to go out and execute.”

Ohio State thrashed 
Michigan, 56-27, last week 

but had a scare when quar-
terback Justin Fields had 
to go to the medical tent 
during the game with an 
injury. He came back and 
played through intense 
pain, adding to the drama 
of his stellar season. He as-
sured fans he’s playing in 
the title game this weekend 
despite the event.

“It hurts right now, of 
course,” Fields said. “In my 

mind, I’m playing on Satur-
day. I don’t care how much 
it hurts.”

Fields posted 37 passing 
touchdowns on the year with 
only a single interception in 
his first year as a starting 
quarterback. He threw for a 
season-low 167 yards in the 
game against Wisconsin, 
but he passed for two touch-
downs and added a score on 
the ground.

BIG TEN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa center Luka Garza shoots the ball during the men’s basketball game against Cal Poly at Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena on Nov. 24. The Hawkeyes defeated the Mustangs, 85-59. Garza had 18 total points in the game.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s 194-pound Jacob Warner wrestles Wisconsin’s Taylor Watkins during a wrestling match between No.1 Iowa and No. 6 Wisconsin at Carver-
Hawkeye Arena on Dec. 1. Warner won by decision, 5-2, and the Hawkeyes defeated the Badgers, 32-3.



Birch named NFHCA West 
Region Player of the Year

Iowa senior Katie Birch has been 
named First Point USA/NFHCA West 
Region Player of the Year, the Nation-
al Field Hockey Coaches Association 
announced on Thursday.

A native of York, 
England, Birch 
started 79 games 
in her career, 
collecting 41 goals, 
32 assists, and 114 
points. Along with 
being the 2019 
All-West Region 
honoree, Birch 

was this season’s Big Ten Player of 
the Year and a unanimous first-team 
All-Big Ten selection.

“What a fantastic honor and so 
well deserved,” Iowa head coach Lisa 
Cellucci said in a release. “I could not 
be prouder of Katie Birch. She was 
grown immensely in so many ways 
over the past four years and has 
been a leader for our program. She 
is the ultimate competitor, and I am 
so happy her talent and diligence is 
being rewarded.”

Drkulec, Haus named First-
Team Academic All-Amer-
icans

Iowa senior soccer players Hannah 
Drkulec and Ka-
leigh Haus have 
been named 
CoSIDA first-
team Academic 
All-Americans, it 
was announced 
Thursday by the 
College Sports 
Information 
Directors of America.

This is the second straight year 
Haus and Drkulec have earned Aca-
demic All-America distinction. Haus 
was a first-team selection in 2018, 

while Drkulec 
was named to 
the second team. 
They were the 
first Academic 
All-Americans in 
program history.

A Canada 
native, Drkulec 
is majoring in 

biomedical engineering, where she 
carries a 4.09 grade point average. 
On the field, Drkulec started all 21 of 
Iowa’s games this season. She tied 
for second on the team with five 
goals and had two assists.

Haus, a forward from Des Moines, is 
majoring in biomedical engineering, 
where she has a 4.07 grade point av-
erage. Haus started 12 games before 
going down with a season-ending 
injury. She finished 2019 with four 
goals and one assist.

BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

New Jersey is Iowa wrestling’s destination 
this weekend. Awaiting the No. 1 Hawkeyes in 
the Garden State are the Princeton Tigers.

The Tigers are the latest test on Iowa’s chal-
lenging schedule. They are ranked 12th in the 
nation, according to a poll from the National 
Wrestling Coaches Association. Princeton also 
boasts four nationally ranked individual wres-
tlers per InterMat.

No. 2 Patrick Brucki is Princeton’s high-
est-ranked wrestler. The 197-pound junior is 
2-0 this season, highlighted by a win over then-

No. 16 Jake Jakobsen of Lehigh.
Iowa’s 197-pounder, sophomore Jacob War-

ner, is ranked third in the country. Warner is 
3-0, including a win over then-No. 23 Joel Sha-
piro of Iowa State. The team’s probable lineups 
suggest that a No. 2 vs. No. 3 matchup between 
Warner and Brucki will come to fruition on 
Sunday.

“[Brucki’s] a high, top-ranked guy, and we 
got to be ready to go,” head coach Tom Brands 
said. “Our guys, when they get ready for big 
matches, good things happen, and it’s no dif-
ferent with Jacob Warner. The thing with Jacob 
Warner right now: [he] seems to be wrestling 
down to his competition a little bit. I’m not 

concerned about it, but we need to be more 
plugged into the high-standard mission every 
time. Your opponent doesn’t matter.”

The dual will likely provide two other ranked 
matchups at 149 pounds and 157 pounds. Iowa’s 
Pat Lugo is No. 3 in the country at 149 pounds, 
and junior Kaleb Young is No. 4 at 157 pounds.

The pair is projected to see No. 14 Mike D’An-
gelo (149) and No. 9 Quincy Monday (157).

Last year, when the Hawkeyes and Tigers 
met, their lineups were very different. Of the 
probable ranked matchups, Young is the only 
Hawkeye getting a rematch. The junior defeat-

BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu 

For the third time in the last six years, 
Ohio State and Wisconsin will face off in the 
Big Ten Championship game on Saturday in 
Indianapolis.

Ohio State has seemingly had its spot 
locked up in the Big Ten Championship 
since the beginning of the season. The Buck-
eyes have beaten every opponent this sea-
son by double digits, including three top-15 
teams. Led by defensive star Chase Young, 
the Ohio State defense leads the country in 
total yards per game, giving up only 232.

It took Wisconsin a full season and a rival-
ry win over Minnesota to reach Indianapolis 
for the fourth time in six years. The Badgers 
have won four straight games, including a 
24-22 win over Iowa on Nov. 9.

The undefeated Buckeyes are a heavy fa-
vorite heading into the title game, having 
already beat Wisconsin once this season. 
Ohio State ran away with it in the fourth 

“Our league is that 
good. I’ve said that 
before. I think people 
expect me to say 
that being from the 
league, but I don’t 
think I would’ve been 
as outspoken about it 
if I didn’t believe it.”

— Iowa head 
coach Fran 
McCaffery on the 
Big Ten winning 
the Big Ten/ACC 
Challenge

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu 

It’s not every year Iowa gets to open its Big Ten sea-
son against a top-5 team, but that’s what it’ll do today.

Fresh off an ACC/Big Ten Challenge victory 
over Syracuse, the Hawkeyes travel to Ann Arbor 
to take on No. 4 Michigan at 5:30 p.m.

It’s just another early-season test.
Iowa has already faced solid teams this season, 

such as then-No. 12 Texas Tech and the Orange, 

but none of them compare to what the Wolverines 
bring to the floor.

“We know when you’re going against Michi-
gan, you’re going against a high-powered offense 
that’s just as good on the defensive side of the 
ball,” Iowa forward Luka Garza said.

After starting the season unranked, Michigan 
made waves in the Battle 4 Atlantis in the Baha-
mas by toppling Iowa State, No. 6 North Carolina, 
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

Grapple in the Garden State

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s 194-pound Jacob Warner wrestles Wisconsin’s Taylor Watkins during a wrestling match between No. 1 Iowa and No. 6 Wisconsin at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Dec. 1. Warner won by 
decision, 5-2, and the Hawkeyes defeated the Badgers, 32-3.

Hawkeyes head toward 
Wolverine Wonderland
After facing a few early-season challenges, Iowa men’s basketball will 
kick off Big Ten play on the road against No. 4 Michigan today.

Everything has come easy for 
Ohio State this year, and it 
needs only one more win to 
wrap up a perfect season of 
conference action.

SEE BASKETBALL,  7 SEE BIG TEN, 7

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa center Luka Garza carries the ball during the men’s basketball game against Cal Poly at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on 
Nov. 24. The Hawkeyes defeated the Mustangs, 85-59.

Buckeyes, 
Badgers 
set for 
rematch

SEE WRESTLING, 7

The No. 1 Hawkeyes travel to New Jersey for a ranked battle with No. 12 Princeton on Dec. 8.

Birch

Haus

20
Luka Garza leads the Big Ten 
in scoring with

points per game

STAT OF THE DAY

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2019

Friday
All day - Swimming and 
diving at the Minnesota 
Invitational
5:31 p.m. - Men’s basketball 
at Michigan

Saturday
All day - Swimming and 
diving at the Minnesota 
Invitational
12 p.m. - Women’s gym-
nastics vs. Black and Gold 
(Scrimmage)

Sunday
All day - Swimming and 
diving at the Minnesota 
Invitational
1 p.m. - Wrestling at Princ-
eton

WEEKEND 
SCHEDULE

Drkulec
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