
BY ELEANOR HILDEBRANDT
eleanor-hildebrandt@uiowa.edu

After a heated debate and two elec-
tion-code changes during the Uni-
versity of Iowa Student Government 
Senate meeting Tuesday, the organi-
zation’s president Noel Mills vetoed a 
bill that would remove a joint-ticket 
option.

The two pieces of legislation that 

passed the student senate Tuesday 
focused on clarifying and updating 
the guidelines of the UISG election 

ticket. The second 
proposal, which Mills 
vetoed, aimed to re-
move a joint-ticket 
option — in which 
senators and execu-
tive board members 
run together ¬— and 

stipulated all election code changes 
would need to be made by Septem-
ber. The bill passed with 70.8 percent 
approval from the student senate.

In a letter to UISG senators, Mills 
identified her main concerns with 
the bill as negligent timing, coming 
just four months before the next 
campaign period begins; a potential 
to weaken UISG's accessibility by un-
dermining current efforts to make 

the organization more transparent 
and accessible; and an allowance for 
dangerous assumptions about sena-
tors' contributions to their tickets.

“With less than four months be-
fore the commencement of the cam-
paign period, one of those months 
including winter break, making a 
drastic change like prohibiting joint 

Mills

BY KYLER JOHNSON
kyler-johnson@uiowa.edu

As the light seeps into a dimmer and darker state with 
the approaching winter, the University of Iowa’s Theatre 
Department keeps its stage lights shining bright. In one 

of the departments last productions of the semester, play-
wright Brett Stone’s first piece, Fall’s Eve, takes the audi-
ence on an exploration of all the moody melancholy fitting 
of the season.

BY RYLEE WILSON
rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu

Users navigating the Cambus 
system will now have a new option 
to track the location of buses and 
plan their trips using the new Tran-
sit app, which will replace Bongo, 
the previous Cambus app.

Users can now access bus routes, 
arrival predictions, and GPS track-
ing through the Transit app. The 
app also includes Iowa City and 
Coralville bus routes and allows us-
ers to plan routes across the three 
systems.

Cambus Operations Manager 
Mia Brunelli said that switching to 
Transit — a Canada-based company 
that provides transit information 
for more than 100 U.S. cities — was 
easier than making improvements 
to the existing app.

“We had to look at either invest-

Tattoo artists ink their 
own paths
Iowa City is home to many tattoo 
artists, who each took their own 
path to inking people’s bodies. The 
Daily Iowan managing editor sat 
down with the artist who did her 
tattoo to talk about her work and 
two women who are working to 
become tattoo artists. 

80 HOURS, 1B

UI to uncover time cap-
sule under Communica-
tions Building
Iowa City will get insight into the 
past with a time capsule that will 
be uncovered by the upcoming 
demolition of the UI Communica-
tions Center. The capsule is set 
to be opened in 2053, 33 years 
from now. 

Parking and Transporta-
tion to close IMU parking 
office
In an effort to better serve the 
University of Iowa community, 
UI Parking and Transportation 
announced to campus partners 
the permanent closure of the Iowa 
Memorial Union parking office.

Czinano and Ollinger 
dominate in the paint
Monika Czinano and Amanda 
Olliger proved to be focal point 
of Iowa’s offensive attack on 
Wednesday. The pair combined for 
35 points, shooting 16-for-21 from 
the field. Iowa went on to defeat 
Clemson, 74-60.

Purposeful passing leads 
to Hawkeye victory
Iowa put up 28 assists on 30 total 
baskets on Wednesday. The pass-
ing game played a pivotal role for 
the Hawkeyes on offense against 
Clemson, enabling them to put up 
74 points on the night.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

Rethinking how to diagnose aphasia

Cambus 
replaces 
Bongo

SEE THEATRE, 2A

Dealing with personal 
trauma on the UI stage
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First-time playwright and UI student Brett Stone tackles handling 
personal trauma in UI Theatre’s Workshop production of Fall’s Eve.

BY MITCHELL GRIFFIN
mitchell-griffin@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa speech pathologists who 
work with patients that have the neurogenic 
disorder aphasia — a condition that impairs a 
person’s ability to understand and express lan-
guage — aim to improve the diagnostic frame-

work for the disorder. 
Jean Gordon, UI communication sciences and 

disorders associate professor, said the existing 
model is not entirely inadequate but supports 
the idea that aphasia classification is strictly flu-
ent versus nonfluent — despite some overlap in 
this distinction and the lack of a direct relation-
ship between certain regions of the brain and 

specific impairments. 
“The problem with any [aphasia] diagnosis 

that we have to base it on observable behavior. 
We can’t peek inside the brain to see what the 
language system is doing,” Gordon said. 

Gordon said the traditional model of diagnosing 

A new diagnostic model for aphasia created by UI speech pathologists seeks to overcome the fluent/
nonfluent dichotomy of the traditional model.

SEE APHASIA, 2A

Cambus is now using 
the navigation service 
Transit to provide 
route information to 
users.

While tattoo artists can 
take wildly different 
journeys to the shop, 

they all share a love of  
the art they bring to life 

on people’s bodies.

The weekend in arts & entertainment
Thursday, December 5, 2019

Get  updates about local arts & enter-
tainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on Thursdays to 
hear about this weekend in arts & 
entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan and included in 
our online calendar? To submit a listing, visit dailyiowan.com/
pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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Inking your own 
path
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Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Acting as the characters of October and Nevada, Olivia Schneider and Sterling Isler discuss writing as a form of therapy during a 
dress rehearsal for Fall’s Eve on Wednesday. Fall’s Eve, written by Brett Stone and directed by Aimee Townsend, opens Friday.
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UISG president vetoes election-reform bill
One day after the UI Student Government Senate passed two pieces of legislation adapting its election 
code, UISG President Noel Mills vetoed a bill that would remove a joint-ticket option.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa communication sciences and disorders associate professor Jean Gordon poses for a portrait in the library of the Obermann Center on Nov. 27. Gordon is research-
ing ways to more quickly diagnose aphasia. 
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With an intimate cast of 
four characters, the piece takes 
a toss at dissecting an equally 
intimate and sensitive subject 
— the different ways people 
deal with trauma. Stone spe-
cifically seeks to focus on how 
trauma links itself to the con-
cept of time.

“It started off of the idea of 
having four characters going 
through one day of their life 
that actually ends up being a 
month — but it’s not perceived 
as that until the end,” Stone 
said. “Traumatic experiences 
warp your perception of how 
time works.”

The four characters — 
Brooke, October, Dawn, and 
Nevada — are all high school-
aged students, dealing with 

their own individual pain in 
their own individual ways. The 
names, symbolic of various 
seasons, hint at each of the 
characters’ natural responses 
and ways of being, drawing 
parallels between the outside 
world and human experience.

UI student Courtney Gra-
ham is making her début 
performance on the UI Alan 
MacVey stage in this produc-
tion as Brooke. Graham said 
she finds a lot of beauty in the 
80-page piece despite having 
such heavy themes. At the end 
of the day, Graham said what 
she finds most beautiful is the 
growth and healing in how the 
characters process what they 
have experienced.

“There’s a moment where 
my character, Brooke, breaks 
down and reveals everything 
she’s been going through to 
Dawn,” Graham said. “She 
pulls Brooke in for a hug de-

spite going through her sepa-
rate problem; it’s a moment of 
acceptance and embrace.”

Graham said one other par-
ticular piece that makes this 
play stand out would be how 
the script seeks to seriously 
treat the characters struggles 
rather than resort to glorifica-
tion. There is a touching sense 
of honesty and authenticity, 
Graham said. 

Stone said they have expe-
rienced a massive amount of 
growth in developing their 
first piece. Having committed 
actors interact with the piece 
— both with relationships and 
the story — has been one of the 
most rewarding and helpful 
aspects of such a vulnerable 
process, Stone said. 

“I think a lot about the stuff 
I write,” Stone said. “It’s things 
that you’re too afraid or don’t 
know how to say out loud or 
communicate, so you figure 

out how to have it expressed 
somewhere else.”

Stone said they have been 
allowed to craft numerous re-
visions as a result of being able 
to view actors engage with the 
piece firsthand. 

“The best part is about 
watching the growth — seeing 
it from the first read through 
to the moment when the ac-
tors know where they are and 
what they’re going to wear and 
how they interact with one an-
other,” show director Aimee 
Townsend said.

Graham said one of these 
additions written during the 
first week of rehearsals acts as 
one of the story’s ending notes. 
A poem — another one of the 
many firsts for Stone involving 
this piece — spoken by Nevada 
captures a sense of peace and 
the cozy flow emanating from 
the words.

“It’s a very sad and heart-

breaking script,” Stone said. 
“But I hope people can see the 

moments of hope and happi-
ness I put into it.”

ing a lot of time and money 
into Bongo to make it into 
that and get some of those 
newer features or updat-
ed features, or just go with 
an app that’s already got all 
those features,” Brunelli said.

Some of the major com-
plaints that users possessed 
with Bongo were lack of noti-
fications on route delays and 
an incorrect display of bus 
GPS, she said.

“That was one thing that 
really bothered us about Bon-
go — it would say no buses 
running on that route and it 
looked like there was nothing 
running, or that it was less 

frequent than it should be,” 
she said.

Transit shows the sched-
uled time for routes if the 
GPS tracker for Cambus is not 
working, which allows users 
to still see a time estimate.

Brunelli said that, in the 
last four weeks, the app has 
had 2,500 active users.

UI Parking and Trans-
portation Communications 
Director April Wells said the 
app’s user base seems to be 
mostly students.

“That’s encouraging, be-
cause I think students have 
the most variability in their 
schedules compared to fac-
ulty and staff who have a 
pretty routine schedule,” 
she said. “Making sure that 
the app works for a group 
who's using it four or five 

times a day — it’s really 
great to see them adopt a 
new [app] to use.”

The Bongo app will still be 
available through June 2020, 
at which point Brunelli said 
Cambus will evaluate if the 
app is still useful.

Brunelli said overall feed-
back on the Transit app has 
been positive so far, although 
there is an initial learning 
curve for users who frequent-
ly used Bongo.

“We’ve had people using 
the app now who used Bon-
go a lot, and we have people 
that have never really used 
Bongo, and they’re getting 
the app to try it out for the 
first time,” she said. “Some 
of the feedback we’re getting 
initially is for people who 
use Bongo a lot, initially it's 

more confusing, because 
they’re using it a way that it’s 
not meant to be used.”

Brunelli said the app is free 
to use, and Cambus does not 
have to pay fees to Transit to 
use the app.

Cambus dispatcher Bran-
don Hu said the Transit 
app works better with the 
GPS system that Cambus is 
equipped with.

“It is a massive upgrade 
from Bongo. It has a better 
user interface that not on-
ly looks better but has more 
functionality,” Hu said. “It’s 
also integrated with bike 
shares and ride shares, and 
Transit is used in bigger cit-
ies, so even if you’re not in 
Iowa City, you can look at the 
Transit app and see routes 
near you.”

tickets undermines our com-
mitment to transparency and 
accessibility,” Mills wrote 
in the letter. “The import-
ant work that has begun to 
create transparency for and 
encourage participation in 
the upcoming election will 
be severely set back by these 
drastic changes.”

Mills also disputed the idea 
that students need to “know 
the right person” or “have the 

right connections” to join a 
ticket and said that notion 
is the result of “poorly built 
tickets in the past.” 

“A successful ticket will in-
clude students from various 
communities, backgrounds, 
and interests as to represent 
as many parts of campus as 
possible,” she wrote. “Our 
ticket this year included 11 
students who have never 
been in UISG, with seven of 
those students being strang-
ers to us when we met. While 
one president and vice pres-
ident team cannot reach out 
to every person that may be a 

good member of student gov-
ernment, those students have 
always had and will always 
have the opportunity to run 
as independents or create 
their own senatorial ticket.”

UISG At-Large Sen. Tea-
gan Roeder, a co-author of 
the legislation, made a pas-
sionate plea that his fellow 
senators pass the bill Tues-
day.

Roeder wrote this legis-
lation alongside UISG In-
ternal Affairs Committee 
Chair Anna Correa. He said 
at Tuesday’s meeting that 
this legislation would create 

better accessibility to UISG 
positions for UI students 
who were outside of the orga-
nization, a problem he came 
face-to-face with in his run 
for a senatorial position last 
spring.

“In my personal opinion, 
the veto letter has a lot of 
misleading information,” 
Roeder said Wednesday. “It 
mischaracterizes what the 
[election] process has been 
like and what the legislation 
intended to do. In general, 
it did not take a fair look at 
the legislation and what it at-
tempted to do.”

Roeder said there will be 
a veto override meeting Dec. 
10. He also wrote a response 
to Mills’ letter and posted 
it on his personal Facebook 
page.

In an email to The Daily 
Iowan, Mills said she agreed 
with the timeline aspect of 
the bill when it comes to elec-
tion-code revisions. Acces-
sibility is always at the fore-
front of UISG, she said, but 

this legislation was not the 
best way to maximize it.

“We have made huge 
strides in accessibility this 
year with our monthly news-
letter, a more robust so-
cial-media presence, and the 
liaison program with student 
organizations,” she said. “Of 
course, we are always striving 
to create more transparency 
— it’s something we’ll never 
stop trying to improve.”
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RINGING UP RAMEN

Reba Zatz/The Daily Iowan
Owner of Hoja Li Chiou rings up a customer on Wednesday. Hoja is a new cafe in the Old Capitol Mall focusing on Taiwanese cuisine and ramen. “We 
didn’t have a good ramen store in Iowa City,” Chiou said. “My husband owns a sushi restaurant in North Liberty, and we wanted to bring authentic 
ramen to Iowa City.”

UISG
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

aphasia is not very informa-
tive and unreliable, because 
there are various reasons 
aphasia patients can be less 
fluent than their peers. 

“[Fluency] is a very super-
ficial behavior. Identifying 
someone as having fluent 
or nonfluent speech doesn’t 
tell us what’s wrong with 
the language system. It only 
tells us about how it sounds,” 
Gordon said. “[The tradi-
tional model] is just not very 
informative and not very re-

liable, because there are so 
many reasons [patients] can 
be less fluent.” 

After years of dissatisfac-
tion with the dichotomous 
diagnostic model, Gordon 
agreed with a group of her 
graduate students that there 
must be a better way to ad-
dress aphasia. 

“What we’re aiming to 
do is come up with a more 
detailed and specific way 
of diagnosing fluency dis-
ruptions, which would help 
identify what is causing 
them and therefore what 
therapy should focus on,” 
Gordon said. 

Gordon began by pro-

ducing a new model with 
her then-graduate student 
Sharice Clough, who is 
now at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity. Their basic idea was 
breaking down fluency into 
main components such as 
grammar formation, word 
retrieval, and articulation, 
Gordon said. 

“It’s an ambitious project 
in that validating any as-
sessment tool is hard work,” 
Clough said. “There are mul-
tiple test phases to establish 
that clinicians of different 
experience levels can use the 
tool and to see if it’s valid in 
that it concurs with other 
measures of fluency.” 

The new model, which the 
team calls the Iowa Fluency 
Test, will look at fluency in a 
more specific sense. Clough 
said the test is currently in 
the preliminary stages of re-
search. 

“[The Iowa Fluency Test] 
gets away from just seeing 
fluency as this big, multidi-
mensional thing, to narrow-
ing it down to ‘Why is this 
person experiencing these 
difficulties?’” Clough said. 

This approach to fluency 
could help clinicians make 
more specific treatment tar-
gets, she added. 

“One of the challenges can 
be where to start [in ther-

apy] and [knowing] where 
you are going to get the big-
gest gains for the work you 
are doing that will result in 
the best improvements for 
the patient overall,” said UI 
communication sciences 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Jocelen Hamilton. 

Hamilton, who Gordon 
taught during her time as 
a UI graduate student, said 
the difficulty of not know-
ing what types of therapy 
are best to begin with a pa-
tient becomes more pressing 
when factoring in insurance.

Insurance companies may 
have limitations on how 
many times a client can at-

tend therapy, and in-depth 
evaluations for diagnosis 
and therapy plans may take 
several visits themselves, she 
said.

Hamilton added that the 
test would improve efficien-
cy, leading to improvements 
in the effectiveness of the 
treatments. 

“I’m really excited about 
Dr. Gordon’s work with this, 
because it will get to the un-
derlying causes beyond who 
has fluent and nonfluent 
aphasia,” Hamilton said. “It 
would be wonderful for help-
ing to diagnose more specif-
ically what the deficits are 
and help with timeliness.”

APHASIA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

THEATRE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CAMBUS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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BY LAUREN WHITE
lauren-white@uiowa.edu

Demolition of the Univer-
sity of Iowa Communica-
tions Center, which is more 
than a half-century old, 
will uncover a time capsule 
placed beneath the build-
ing’s floorboards — 33 years 
before the capsule was sup-
posed to be retrieved.

Built in 1953, the Commu-
nications Center formerly 
housed both the School of 
Journalism and Mass Com-
munication and The Daily 
Iowan. The building is slated 
for demolition after grad-
uation in spring 2020, said 
Wendy Moorehead, strate-
gic communications manag-
er of UI Facilities Manage-
ment, and the crew will hand 
off the unopened capsule 
to the School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication 
following its recovery.

Moorehead said that con-
struction fencing will be 
implemented in January, 
asbestos abatement on the 
Communications Center will 
occur through March, and 
the actual demolition of the 
building will begin in May. 
The budget for the project is 
$970,000, she added.

“Substantial completion 
will occur in early August,” 
Moorehead said. “Permanent 
restoration of the site into a 
greenspace with pedestrian 
plaza will occur under a sep-
arate project in 2021.”

The DI reported in 1953 
that the time capsule was 
slated to contain manu-
scripts, equipment items 
such as film and tape, and 
the script of a movie.

Former UI journalism pro-
fessor Edward Mason was 
quoted in a 1950s DI article 
stating that the time capsule 
aimed to present an interest-
ing and meaningful picture 
of the mass-media world of 
1953 for the communications 
profession of 2053.

“Not only will it provide 
record of today, but it will 

also mirror our hopes and 
aspirations for the future,” 
Mason said at the time.

Longtime former DI Pub-
lisher Bill Casey said that it 
was time for the aging build-
ing to be torn down.

“It was a great location, 
but in the summer it was 
too hot, and in the winter it 
was too cold,” Casey said. “It 
leaked when it rained, but 
great work was done out of 
there through the hard work 
at The Daily Iowan.”

The center was poorly 
built and had temporary 
walls, Casey said, so the DI 
was moved to the Adler Jour-

nalism Building following 
the building’s construction 
in 2005.

“I remember conversa-
tion about the time capsule 
that existed underneath the 
Communications Center 

and what was possibly in it,” 
Casey said. “There are surely 
old copies of the DI, but I’m 
not sure about what else.”

UI history Associate Pro-
fessor Nick Yablon published 
a book about time capsules 

and their importance.
Yablon said the time cap-

sule wouldn’t technically be 
called a “time capsule” at all 
because of its location.

Instead, Yablon said, the 
object would be called a cor-
nerstone, which requires the 
demolition of a building to 
be retrieved, while a time 
capsule does not. Neverthe-
less, he said the terms are 
typically interchangeable 
and witnesses can learn sim-
ilar things from both.

“We might learn about 
how students viewed their 
own present and life as a stu-
dent in that year. It might 

contain predictions about 
the future,” Yablon said. “It 
would be interesting to see 
… where our society lies com-
pared to their predictions.”

Yablon said that people 
criticized the production 
of time capsules in the ‘50s, 
and many wondered why 
“sane people” spent time and 
money on the object without 
understanding the impor-
tance of it.

“We can use the past to le-
gitimize parts of history and 
use memories to see how 
people viewed their own 
contributions to history,” 
Yablon said. 

Time capsule to give glimpse into media’s past
A time capsule will be uncovered underneath the Communications Center when the UI begins the building’s demolition in 2020.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
The Communication Center is seen on Sept. 19. A time capsule located under the building will be uncovered before the building’s demolition.

IMU Parking Office set to close this month
UI Parking and Transportation announced it will permanently close the IMU office as online transactions take over.

BY ALEXANDRA SKORES
alexandra-skores@uiowa.edu

The Iowa Memorial Union 
Parking Office will perma-
nently close beginning Dec. 
23 and relocate to the West 
Campus Transportation 
Center.

In a memorandum to cam-
pus partners, Lori Skoff, the 
UI manager of parking ser-
vices, announced in a me-
mo to campus partners that 
the UI campus has shifted 
to mainly using parking 
services online. The added 
online transactions has re-
duced the need for two phys-
ical office locations.

An evaluation from park-
ing services of 2018 and 2019 
transactions showed that 
less than 4 percent of finan-
cial transactions out of a to-
tal of 15,426 occurred at the 
IMU location, according to 
the memorandum, and there 
was a significant decrease 
in customer traffic outside 
academic peak times. On 
average, five transactions 
were completed each day at 
the IMU office in fiscal 2019 
outside the start of the aca-
demic semester.

The IMU parking ramp has 
been open since 1969, and the 
Parking and Transportation 
office opened shortly after 
in 1972. The UI then opened 
the West Campus Transpor-
tation Center in 2013 to allow 
IMU office to serve as a sec-
ondary parking services loca-
tion, Skoff said in an email to 
The Daily Iowan.

As for IMU office employ-
ees, Parking and Transporta-
tion Communications Man-
ager April Wells said the full 
staff will now all be based 
in the West Campus Trans-
portation Center. Wells al-
so said no positions will be 
eliminated in this process.

“Staff currently rotate be-
tween the offices and the 
services provided are the 

same at each location,” Skoff 
said. “Routine work duties 
will not change, but staff will 
at times be available now to 
assist customers in pop-up 
style help stations. We al-
ready often accommodate 
student, staff, and faculty 
needs by physically attend-
ing outreach events or orien-
tations. With one office, we 
can better focus our efforts 
to meet campus partners’ 
needs by having the flexi-
bility to bring our services 
to their locations more fre-
quently.”

Parking and Transporta-

tion Associate Director Erin 
Shane said in an email to 
the DI that the same services 
are provided at the IMU and 
West Campus Transporta-
tion Center location.

“Because most of our ser-

vices for payment or enroll-
ment in our programs are 
offered online, we’ve seen 
significant decline in the 
amount of in-person service 
requests at the IMU office 
and has reduced the need for 

two locations,” Shane said. 
“Our online services include 
paying citations, ordering a 
permit or bus pass, a waitlist 
for faculty and staff, call-in 
program, van-pool program, 
and updating vehicle infor-
mation.”

The West Campus Trans-
portation Center was de-
signed to provide all of the 
parking and transportation 
amenities customers need, 
the memorandum said. 
Wells said there are still 
conversations surrounding 
plans for the empty IMU of-
fice space.

Skoff and Shane said the 
goal behind the transition 
would be to better serve the 
UI community through one 
location.

“We operate a lean cus-
tomer support team that is 
dedicated to meeting cam-
pus needs,” Shane said. 
“Moving all customer service 
staff to one location will in-
crease the efficiency and lev-
el of service we can provide. 
As technology has advanced, 
so have our online offerings 
and we will be continuing to 
improve these services and 
technologies in the future.” 

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
The IMU Parking and Office, located in the IMU parking ramp on Madison and Market Streets, is seen Tuesday.

‘Routine work duties will not change, but 
staff will at times be available now to assist 

customers in pop-up style help stations.’
— Lori Skoff, UI manager of parking services

‘It might contain predictions about the future. It 
would be interesting to see … where our society 

lies compared to their predictions.’
— Nick Yablon, UI history Associate Professor



The nature of marijuana 
legalization in the Midwest 
is changing rapidly. Recre-
ational sales in Michigan 
began last weekend and will 
become legal in Illinois on 
Jan. 1 2020. Meanwhile, in Io-
wa, outlooks for the drug are 
shaky at best after Gov. Kim 
Reynolds vetoed a bill in May 
that would’ve expanded Io-
wan’s access to medical uses 
of the drug.

Reynolds’ warning that Io-
wans ought to proceed cau-
tiously needs to be hashed 
out. The reality is that Iowa 
City is a college town an hour 
away from the Illinois bor-
der. Although it’s still illegal 
to drive under the influence 
or possess weed in Iowa — 
even if it’s legally acquired 
elsewhere — people who 
want to get high are going 
to get it. Illinois’ legalization 
means that Eastern Iowans 
can bring any negative im-
pacts of marijuana back to 
the state, but none of the po-
tential benefits.

For one, the state of Illinois 
is now the easiest supplier of 
cannabis for Iowans. Those 
dealing in the illicit market 
now have a well-known and 
un-arrestable “plug” for pot 
that can be easily brought 

back to the University of Iowa 
campus and sold illicitly.

Concerns about criminal 
activity that would justify 
outlawing cannabis are null 
given that Iowans will now 
have an unchecked supplier 
an hour to the east, which will 
certainly increase the market 
for recreational marijuana 
back home.

There is, of course, the 
option of cracking down on 
recreational use, but that’s 
a rather expensive prospect 
that tends to be racially bi-
ased, so it’s not a great alter-
native. Even if it were actually 
a major cause of other crimi-
nal activity — and it’s not — 
it’s still much more challeng-
ing to fight crime associated 
with weed revenue than it is 
to just legalize the stuff and 
price illicit dealers out of the 
market.

If they don’t want to risk 
buying marijuana illegally, 
consumers can still go to Illi-
nois to legally purchase their 
own supply, cutting out the 
middleman. Again, bring-
ing the weed back to Iowa 
is still a crime, but it’s much 
harder to enforce possession 
laws than laws on commer-
cial sales. So if obtainment is 
easy, other legal hurdles are 
less effective.

The problem is, many of 
these users are more likely 
than not to drive back under 
the influence — an act that 
is, for good reason, illegal in 
every state, with or without 
legalization.

Marijuana impairs reac-
tion time and attention, and 
while it’s often hard for law 
enforcement to catch indi-
viduals violating DUI laws, 
car accidents resulting from 
high drivers happen without 

getting caught by the law. 
Studies from the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety 
find that marijuana is associ-
ated with as much as a 6 per-
cent increase in car accidents 
in states that legalize it.

While less data is available 
regarding states neighboring 
recreational weed, the point 
is still clear: increased access 
to pot will increase DUI cases 
and car accidents related to 
marijuana. This necessitates 
resource allocation to things 
such as highway patrol and 
infrastructure to offset harms 
brought about by potentially 
high drivers.

But, by not legalizing the 
substance, Iowa will soon 
have to deal with all of these 
weed-associated problems, 
despite benefiting from none 
of the product’s tax revenue.

States that have legalized 
pot have taxed it from 10 per-
cent to as much as 37 percent 
above local sales tax. The re-
sulting revenue allows them 
to overcome pot’s costs on 
the state, such as DUI arrests, 
increased highway patrols, 
and/or infrastructure dam-
age from marijuana-induced 
accidents.

The whopping increase 
that legal sales can bring to 
state revenue can also help 
fund projects such as better 
health programs to solve the 
more problematic uses of 
weed, such as by drivers.

All things considered, with 
cannabis legalization rolling 
out across the Midwest, it’s 
time for Iowa to get with the 
program. Thanks to Illinois, 
the costs of marijuana are 
coming to Iowa, ready or not, 
but legalization would grant 
benefits that’d be (ahem) 
pretty dope.
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Iowa should follow Illinois’ lead 
on marijuana legalization

The benefits of legal weed in the Hawkeye State would be worth the risks involved.

COLUMN

With the holidays upon us, 
it seems as if, more than ever, 
companies are advertising 
the latest weight-loss fads. 

Whether it is Weight 
Watchers, Noom, or any 
one of the many weight-loss 
shakes that promise a small-
er waistline by Christmas, it 
is clear that this $66 billion 
industry has one agenda — 
promoting diet culture. 

Diet culture has been an 
ongoing toxic trend in soci-
ety, but what exactly is it?

The definition of diet cul-
ture varies, but it often in-
cludes describing some food 
groups as inherently bad 
and other foods as healthy or 
good. 

The mentality of this in 
society also equates losing 
weight or being “thin” with 

beauty and enforces the idea 
that someone’s self worth is 
entirely based off of which 
foods they eat and their 
weight on a scale.

Contrary to its name, diet 
culture can have an effect on 
everyone — even if you don’t 
consider yourself to be some-
one who diets.

The cycle is continuous 
and maintained by certain 
expressions and actions that 

seem to be harmless, such as 
being praised for ordering a 
salad over a burger and fries 
or using phrases such as “I’ll 
just be bad and eat another 
piece of pie” and “My diet 
starts tomorrow.”

These thinking patterns 
make people believe that they 
are doing the right thing by 
striving for lower numbers on 
the scale and restricting cer-
tain food ingredients. 

Although watching the cal-
ories you consume can at first 

seem to be innocent, the con-
sequences of these practices 
can be severe.

“Diet Culture is dangerous 
and harms people of all siz-
es, including by perpetuating 
eating disorders and making 
a full recovery almost impossi-
ble,” according to the National 
Eating Disorder Association.

While not everyone who 
diets necessarily develops 
disordered eating habits, it is 

important to recognize that 
there is a direct link between 
dieting and an altered body 
image.

Thankfully, our genera-
tion is slowly starting to rebel 
against these toxic notions.

Body-positivity activists 
and celebrities such as Jamee-
la Jamil and Iskra Lawrence 
are speaking out against the 
diet industry and the harm 
that it inflicts on society. 

Jamil has even been cred-
ited with the recently re-

vised Instagram guidelines 
that restricts the promotion 
of content related to diet 
products.

There has also been a sud-
den growth in the number 
of registered dietitians and 
nutritionists that are promot-
ing the Health at Every Size 
movement.

This movement provides 
a counterculture to the di-
eting fad by affirming that 
every body shape and size is 
beautiful and believes they 
shouldn’t be reduced to dam-
aging stereotypes. 

While these types of move-
ments may seem like a big 
step toward disrupting the 
dieting mindset, people can 
make everyday changes on a 
smaller scale that are benefi-
cial to ending the stigma.

Replacing phrases such as 
“over-eating” and “guilty plea-
sure” and using positive lan-
guage to describe your body is 
equally as important.

Having compassion for 
yourself and others by re-
membering that what you 
eat has no correlation to your 
self-worth will lead to the 
eventual demise of diet cul-
ture’s influence in our lives.

Diet culture promotes toxicity
Emphasis on weight loss is a harmful trend. There are better ways to approach health.
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UI needs midterm 
course evaluations
It makes more sense for professors to 
not only receive feedback from students 
at the end of a semester, but during it.

By the time Thanksgiv-
ing break arrives, most stu-
dents have a word or two to 
say about their professors. 
Whether that be good or bad, 
the University of Iowa does 
provide an outlet for student 
feedback — at the end of a 
semester.   It would be more 
productive for the UI com-
munity if students could pro-
vide feedback at the semester 
midterms, too.

The design of Assessing 
the Classroom Environment 
is a good one. ACE gives the 
option for students to go on-
to their MyUI account and 
provide feedback on their 
classes. A rating summa-
ry and a space for specific 
comments are provided. The 
process is anonymous. In-
structors receive these evalu-
ations and use them to better 
their course in the following 
semester. 

This system is simple, and 
it serves the whole academic 
body. Professors and teach-
ing assistants alike encour-
age students to fill out these 
evaluations, because it pro-
vides communication. Stu-
dents can voice their learn-
ing experiences; instructors 
improve as teachers. 

So, then, why are ACE 
course evaluations only 
available during the last two 
weeks of the semester, when 
it’s too late to change the way 
the course’s current students 
are taught?

As a student, I know UI 
courses would benefit more 
if ACE evaluations were also 
offered at midterms. Gener-
ally, students know how they 
feel about a class within the 
first two weeks — certainly by 
the last two. It would be much 
more beneficial to the class 
if improvements occurred 
while it’s being taught. 

Other students feel this 
way, too, including fourth-
year UI student Amelia 
Johnson. 

“If ACE evaluations were 
done midsemester, it could 
actually lead to constructive 
change to courses that bene-
fits all,” Johnson said.

This way, a class could 
become better as it’s being 
taught and not after. Offering 
midterm evaluations half-way 
through a semester would be 
like a progress report.

“It would give a poorly-run 
course a chance to become 
better, instead of being a 
source of resentment for 
students over the semester,” 
Johnson said.

ACE evaluations also ap-
peal to a student’s privacy 
and schedule. Not all stu-
dents are able to go to their 

instructor’s office hours. 
Writing an email does not 
necessarily guarantee solu-
tions for the class as a whole. 
ACE presents feedback as a 
cohesive summary of mul-
tiple students’ responses. It 
helps to frame a critique of 
a class to be less of personal 
conflict between instructor 
and student, preventing pos-
sible resentment. 

Justin Cosner, a visiting 
UI English professor, offers 
such midterm evaluations to 
his students. 

“The University does en-
courage it to instructors, but 
they’re not official,” Cosner 
said.

Official midterm eval-
uations offered twice per 
semester would allow in-
structors and students to 
create a more ideal learning 
environment. These would 
also build upon evaluations 
at finals. The ideal result 
would be instructors better 
understanding the impact 
of change within a course, as 
well as apply it the following 
semester. 

This idea of adding mid-
term course evaluations is 
already in the making. Stu-
dents want them, and a hand-
ful of instructors are making 
their own. UI could easily im-
plement this within an official 
system and spare the groans 
had over Thanksgiving break.

Photo illustration by Katie Goodale

‘Writing an email does not necessarily guarantee 
solutions for the class as a whole. ACE presents 
feedback as a cohesive summary of multiple 

students’ responses.’

‘Although watching the calories you consume can 
at first seem to be innocent, the consequences of 

these practices can be severe.’

BY AJ BOULUND
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ly moved the ball, creating many 
open looks from both inside and 
deep. 

There were many cross court 
and thread-the-needle passes 
that did not work all the time, 
contributing to the 17 turnovers 
Iowa had. Despite this, Bluder 
liked what she saw with the risk 
taking and the mentality the 
team has in regard to the inno-
vative play.

“You got to take some risks, 
or you don’t ever learn,” she said. 
“I want to see a good fake before 
we pass and just not stare at it. 
As long as they’re doing those 
things, it’s pretty exciting to 
thread the needle on a pass.”

The Hawkeyes started strong 
and took several good looks 
early on in the game, shooting 
71.4 percent from 3-point range 
on seven attempts. This gave 
the team a cushion that kept it 
ahead of Clemson the majority 
of the contest, with Iowa lead-
ing for over 35 minutes.

Although there were some 
tight moments during the 
game where it looked like 

Clemson was going to go 
ahead, Iowa continually an-
swered, whether it was forcing 
an impressive 22 turnovers or 
crashing the glass. A strong 
start at the end of the third 
quarter into the beginning of 
the fourth allowed Iowa to pull 
away with a 19-5 run. 

Iowa had a solid night with 
Amanda Ollinger just one re-
bound off of a double-double 
and Monika Czinano posting a 
season-high six rebounds while 
contributing 24 points. 

Many of Iowa’s guards had 
good offensive production 
thanks to many of the open 
looks created during the game, 
with Doyle adding 14 points and 
Marshall adding nine more. 

Tonight’s game also saw the 
return of last year’s stars Han-
nah Stewart and Tania Davis, 
with the pair honored before 
the tip-off while handing Blud-
er a 400-win ball. 

“It’s kind of weird, but like 
coach Bluder said, after the ini-
tial saying hi to her, you try to 
focus on the game and taking 
care of business,” Doyle said. 

The Hawkeyes will have a 
week to prepare before they 
face in-state rivals Iowa State 
in Ames next week. 
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dominant 48-3 over Middle 
Tennessee State on Sept. 28. 
The Suwanee, Georgia, native 
rushed for 97 yards on 12 car-
ries, dropping hints of what 
would come.

Against Michigan on Oct. 
5, he showed his versatility by 
leading Iowa with 62 receiv-
ing yards in a game in which 
the offense couldn’t get any-
thing going.

After making his first start 

against the Gophers and run-
ning for 94 yards and a touch-
down, he recorded his first 
100-yard game against Ne-
braska in the regular-season 
finale by posting 116 yards and 
a score on a 55-yard scamper.

Also on offense came the 
emergence of the wide-re-
ceiver corps.

After a summer that saw 
Hawkeye fans caught up in 
Oliver Martin’s transfer from 
Michigan, Ihmir Smith-Mar-
sette, Brandon Smith, Ty-
rone Tracy, and Nico Ragaini 
stole the show.

Smith and Smith-Marsette 

proved to be the veteran play-
makers they needed to be, 
starting with Smith-Marsette’s 
two-touchdown performance 
against Rutgers in Iowa’s sec-
ond game, while Tracy and 
Ragaini filled in the cracks. 

When Smith went down with 
an ankle injury against Purdue 
in the middle of October, Tracy 
stepped up as a big-play threat. 
Ragaini also continued his role 
as quarterback Nate Stanley’s 
security blanket.

The unit will only grow 
deeper next season when 
Martin inevitably takes the 
field more often (it has to hap-

pen, right?).
Add in the versatility 

Tristan Wirfs produced for 
the offensive line and the 
solid play for the majority 
season by Stanley, the strug-
gles the offense went through 
to finish drives with touch-
downs becomes more diffi-
cult to comprehend.

On the defensive side of the 
ball, preseason All-American 
defensive end A.J. Epenesa 
started the year slow before 
providing a big spark for the 
Hawkeye defense toward the 
end of the season. 

In the final four games, Epe-

nesa recorded 24 tackles with 
5.5 sacks, nine tackles for a 
loss, and three forced fumbles. 

On the back end, corner-
back Michael Ojemudia and 
Geno Stone stepped up in a 
big way following early inju-
ries to the secondary. 

Their level of play through 
all the turmoil led to All-
Big Ten team votes after the 
season. Ojemudia made the 
second team as voted by the 
media, and Stone earned sec-
ond-team honors from the 
coaches.

The Hawkeye defense again 
proved to be one of the best in 

the country, ranking sixth in 
the nation in scoring defense 
by allowing only 13.2 points 
per game. 

While a nine-win season 
won’t satisfy everyone and 
there’s room to improve, Io-
wa won the games it was 
supposed to win and lost the 
games people on the outside 
figured it would lose.

Only five teams have won at 
least 10 games since Ferentz 
took over as head coach. If Io-
wa can pick up one more in its 
bowl that will be announced 
on Sunday, it’ll earn another 
badge of honor. 

REWIND
CONTINUED FROM 6A

PASS
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Makenzie Meyer looks to pass during a women’s basketball match between Iowa and Clemson at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Wednesday. 

played some zone against 
Washington, and I think we 
learned a lot. We were still able 
to get the ball into Monika [to-
night].”

Czinano has truly been an 
X-factor for the women so far 
this season. Heading into the 
night, she led the country in 
field-goal percentage, a feat that 
is evidently becoming common 
for Hawkeye inside players.

This was no different against 
Clemson, as Czinano shot just 
over 73 percent from the floor. 
She also managed a block in the 
waning seconds of the game, 
adding to a statistically impres-
sive performance.

“She works really hard,” guard 
Kathleen Doyle said. “What you 
see in the game is what you see 
in practice every day, she’s earn-
ing everything that she’s getting 

during games. She does her 
work early and makes her life 
easier when she does that.”

Of course, it doesn’t hurt 
when the guards are feeding 
the ball at a high level. Iowa 
had 28 assists on 30 baskets 
on the night, with Doyle and 
guard Makenzie Meyer lead-
ing the way at a combined 18 
assists.

“I think a lot of the times, 
when the ball got inside, it was 
because the guards had some 
amazing passes,” Czinano said.

Still, it went beyond scoring 
and offense. The Hawkeyes won 
the rebounding battle against 
Clemson on the night, some-
thing that the team doesn’t 
always accomplish given its fo-
cus on the outside. Ollinger led 
this fight on the defensive end, 
where she grabbed seven of her 
nine total boards.

“I really am pleased, we 
out-rebounded them,” Blud-
er said. “Albeit by one, but we 
out-rebound them … and that 

doesn’t always happen for us, so 
that was nice to see.”

Ollinger was nearing a dou-
ble-double on the night before 
she left the game after rough 
contact in the fourth quarter. 
Bluder said an apparent injury 
to her jaw leaves her status un-
clear.

Ollinger’s efforts aren’t al-
ways statistically rewarding, but 
they are often the most-needed 
parts of Iowa’s game. Bluder 
has reiterated Ollinger’s high 
value to Iowa’s defense time 
and again, and it was true again 
against Clemson. Ollinger add-
ed a couple steals to her stat line 
in the performance.

The pair has been leaned on 
significantly already this sea-
son. Czinano played for 35 min-
utes in the win over Clemson, 
with Ollinger close behind at 
23 even after leaving the game 
early. Having dependable, con-
sistent options like this on the 
inside can only help a team 
with a lot of youth.

TANDEM
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard McKenna Warnock passes the ball during a women’s basketball match between Iowa and Clemson 
at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Wednesday.



Wirfs named Big Ten 
Offensive Lineman of the 
Year

Along with being named a first-
team All-Big Ten offensive lineman, 
Iowa junior Tristan Wirfs took home 
the title of the Big Ten’s Riming-
ton-Pace Offensive Lineman of the 
Year, the conference announced 
Wednesday.

Wirfs, the eighth Iowa player to 
earn the honor, 
became the first 
Hawkeye to win 
the award since 
Brandon Scherff 
in 2014.

One of six 
semifinalists 
for the Outland 
Trophy, Wirfs 

started nine games at right tackle 
and three at left tackle when Alaric 
Jackson went down with an injury 
in Iowa’s season-opener against 
Miami (Ohio) on Aug. 31.

His versatility was key for an of-
fensive line that dealt with shuffling 
players around for the majority of 
the season, especially when Jackson 
sat out with his injury.

Along with Wirfs’ first-team honor, 
Jackson earned a third-team spot 
from the conference’s coaches 
and media, while Tyler Linderbaum 
and Ihmir Smith-Marsette received 
honorable mention recognition.

Quarterback Nate Stanley, who 
earned Iowa’s Sportsmanship 
Award, was also named honorable 
mention by the coaches.

Wirfs, Jackson, and Linderbaum 
played key roles on Iowa’s offen-
sive line that helped the Hawkeyes 
average four yards per carry, up 
from 3.95 in 2018 and 3.76 in 2017.

Smith-Marsette, who won the 
Big Ten’s Rodgers-Dwight Return 
Specialist of the Year honor in 2018, 
led Iowa with 676 receiving yards 
on 42 catches.

A multi-purpose threat, 
Smith-Marsette scored four 
receiving touchdowns, two rushing 
touchdowns, and a kick-return 
touchdown. Through three seasons, 
the Newark, New Jersey, native 
ranks 20th in career all-purpose 
yards with 2,631.

Stanley ranked fourth in the Big 
Ten with 2,738 passing yards on a 
completion percentage of 58.9 to 
go along with 14 touchdowns and 
seven interceptions.

He ranks second in Hawkeye his-
tory in career passing touchdowns 
(66) and third in passing yards 
(8,089).

Big Ten announces regular 
season volleyball honors

On Tuesday, the Big Ten Confer-
ence announced its All-Big Ten 
first and second team honors, in 
addition to a variety of regular 
season awards.

The Badgers took home three of 
the Big Ten’s regular season volley-
ball awards. Members of the media 
named Kelly Sheffield Coach of 
the Year.  Junior Dana Rettke took 
home Player of the Year honors, 
and Setter of the Year was awarded 
junior Sydney Hill.

Penn State and Nebraska also got 
in on the action.  The Lions’ Kendall 
White earned Defensive Player of 
the Year, and the Cornhuskers’ Madi 
Kubik obtained the Freshman of the 
Year award.

Iowa did not have any players 
named to the All-Big Ten first team 
or second team. Brie Orr was Iowa’s 
only honoree, recognized for her 
outstanding sportsmanship. Illinois’ 
Beth Prince and Indiana’s Meaghan 
Koors were also Big Ten Sports-
manship Honorees.

BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu

The Hawkeye women have great depth and talent 
at the guard position, but the frontcourt tandem of 
Amanda Ollinger and Monika Czinano stole the show 
in Iowa’s win over Clemson on Wednesday.

The pair combined for 35 of Iowa’s 74 points on 
the night, shooting 16-for-21 from the field. Czinano 
led both teams in points with a career-high 24, and 
Ollinger’s nine boards were the most from either team 
on the night.

Penetrating Clemson’s zone defense and getting 
the ball inside to the pair, head coach Lisa Bluder said, 

was a central focus heading into the game. In Iowa’s 
previous loss to Washington on Nov. 30, the Hawkeyes 
struggled working through a zone defense, but that ef-
fort was improved on Wednesday.

“We had a good opportunity,” Bluder said. “We 

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu 

When Iowa dropped back-to-back games 
against Michigan and Penn State in October, it 
seemed as if the sky was falling.

That couldn’t have been further from the 
truth. 

Despite losing one more game to Wisconsin 
in early November, the Hawkeyes battled back 
to end Minnesota’s perfect season in Kinnick 
Stadium, proving once again they don’t pack it 
in once their championship hopes fade. 

It’s not easy to keep a team together when 
the games don’t have postseason implications 
and the lights aren’t shining bright.

Yet, that’s what Kirk Ferentz and his staff 
did. Now, Iowa finds itself with a chance for a 
10-win season if it leaves its bowl game victo-
rious.

This season produced a lot of positives for the 
Hawkeyes moving forward. 

One of the most important comes in the 
form of freshman running back Tyler Goodson.

Goodson first burst onto the scene in Iowa’s 

“It’s weird seeing 
her in orange 
today, and purple 
ugly colors, and 
then she goes on 
the bench and sits 
there, and you 
forget about it.”

 —Women’s 
Basketball coach 
Lisa Bluder on 
seeing Tania 
Davis coaching 
on Clemson’s 
sideline.

BY BEN PALYA
benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu 

In what was a complete performance at Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena, the Hawkeyes relied on each oth-
er with another great offensive passing performance. 

Despite not always piling points on the board, 
Iowa’s passing has continued to be a high point 
throughout the season. The Hawkeyes recorded an-
other 28 assists in Wednesday’s game, and Monika 
Czinano credits the guards for their ability to make 
big plays from out of nowhere.

“They had some behind the back of the defend-
er passes, some bullets that were high IQ basketball 

passes, and I think the guards did an amazing job of 
finding the post throughout the entire game,” she said.

Guards Kathleen Doyle and Makenzie Meyer led 
the team with an impressive nine assists each, while 
Mckenna Warnock added three more. While Iowa 
was able to rack up assists, the Tigers struggled in 
that department, recording just 10. 

It highlights a general theme throughout Iowa’s 
season, where Iowa has averaged 19.1 assists per 
game compared to 14.1 allowed. 

Whenever the Hawkeyes got the ball, the team was 
always looking to find the open player and consistent-
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

Inside tandem propels 
Hawkeyes to win

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Kathleen Doyle drives to the net during a women’s basketball match between Iowa and Clemson at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Wednesday. The Hawkeyes defeated the 
Tigers, 74-60.

An eye for the right pass 
leads women to victory
The undefeated Tigers offered another stiff test to the Hawkeyes, 
which they handled well.

A lot of things stood out 
during Iowa’s 2019 regular 
season that should contribute 
to the Hawkeyes’ future in a 
big way. 

SEE PASS,  5A SEE REWIND, 5A

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Kathleen Doyle drives to the net during a women’s basketball match between Iowa and Clemson at Carver-
Hawkeye Arena on Wednesday.

Hawkeye 
football’s 
12-week 
rewind

SEE TANDEM, 5A

The Hawkeye women might have a guard-based offense, but the inside tandem of Amanda Ollinger 
and Monika Czinano won the night in Iowa’s win over Clemson. 

28
Iowa women’s basketball has

assists on 30 total baskets 
scored by women’s basketball in 

its game against Clemson

Wirfs

STAT OF THE DAY
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While tattoo artists can 
take wildly different 
journeys to the shop, 

they all share a love of  
the art they bring to life 

on people’s bodies.

The weekend in arts & entertainment
Thursday, December 5, 2019

Get  updates about local arts & enter-
tainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on Thursdays to 
hear about this weekend in arts & 
entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan and included in 
our online calendar? To submit a listing, visit dailyiowan.com/
pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Photo and design by katina zentz/the daily iowan
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Inking your own 
path
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•  A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, 3 P.M., 6 P.M., 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY, 
404 E. COLLEGE
•  JOJO RABBIT, 3 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL, 118 E. COLLEGE
• BABE, 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY
•  THE LIGHTHOUSE, 4 P.M., 9 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL
•  THE IRISHMAN,  5:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY 
• VARDA BY AGNES, 5:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL
• PAIN AND GLORY,  6:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL
• MADELINE’S MADELINE,  8 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY
• PARASITE,  9:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY

PARASITE

•  NEW HORIZONS BAND CONCERT,  2 P.M., IOWA CITY SENIOR CENTER, 
28 S. LINN
•  JAZZ COMBO CONCERT, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN MUSIC BUILDING
•  THE NADAS, 8 P.M., BIG GROVE BREWERY AND TAPROOM, 1225 S. 
GILBERT
•  ALL GUTS NO GLORY, NEVER KNOWS BEST, BAIN-MARIE, AND 
GOOD DEVILS, 8 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON

TODAY 12.05

The Hu — The Gereg

I never knew how much I needed The 
Hu in my life until I heard them for 
the first time. The band is a Mongo-
lian folk-metal genre band that uses a 
deep, throat style of singing. However, 
what will cause listeners to sit forward 
in their seat when listening is their use 
of traditional instruments in all of their 
songs. The album features many heavy 

thrashing songs such as “Wolf Totem,” a song that makes the listener feel 
like they are preparing for battle. The album also incorporates acous-
tic-heavy songs, as well, such as “The Legend of Mother Swan.” The Hu 
is a breath of fresh air for metal and rock fans alike, having recently been 
featured in Star Wars Jedi: Fallen Order. With The Gereg being their first 
full-length album, they are sure to make a name for themselves in only 
a matter of time.
 
Song Pick:  “The Great Chinggis Khaan”

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

Originally released last July, FilmScene visitors have the chance to 
see the life of Belgian film icon Agnes Varda and its spanning of six 
long, creative decades of the artist’s career through photography 
and film, all layered with a lovely sounding French audio. Subtitles 
for non-French speakers are included. Varda directed the movie in 
part herself before her death in March. Fellow directors Sandrine 
Bonnaire and Herve Chandes continued the work and will keep Var-
da alive an artistic spirit long into the future of cinema.

OPENING MOVIE
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MUSIC

MUSIC
•  BEAUSOLEIL AVEC MICHAEL DOUCET, 10 A.M., HANCHER 
AUDITORIUM
• CHRASH, 6 ODD RATS, EVAN STOCK BAND, PIECE OF CAKE, 8 
P.M., GABE’S

VARDA BY AGNES

ALBUM PICK
— Kyler Johnson

— Austin J. Yerington

• M. RANDAL O’WAIN, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

FILM
•  HOME ALONE, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY

THEATRE
• MATILDA THE MUSICAL, 7:30 P.M., THEATER CEDAR RAPIDS, 102 THIRD ST., CEDAR RAPIDS
• STRAIGHT WHITE MEN, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE THEATER, 213 N. GILBERT

SUNDAY 12.08

SATURDAY 12.07

Name: Sueking 
Liang

Year: Sophomore

What's your 
fashion style?:  
“I would describe 
it as a sporty style, 
because I go to 
dance practice af-
ter class, so I have 
my athletic clothes 
on underneath.” 

Where do you 
usually shop?: 
“I like Brandy 
Melville, and this 
jacket I have on 
today is Supreme. 
Although, 
Supreme is kind of 
expensive, so I only 
buy it on sale.” 

How has your 
style evolved?: 
“I like things that 
are convenient for 
daily activities, al-
though sometimes 
I do dress up. But 
I’ve dressed like 
that my whole life.”    Addie Bushnell/The Daily Iowan

STUDENT FASHION

BEAUSOLEIL

ART
• SKETCH NITE, 5 P.M., UI MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

• CODY JAMES, 7 P.M., WILD CULTURE KOMBUCHA TAPROOM, 210 N. LINN
• OBOE STUDIO RECITAL, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN
• JACK QUARTET CONCERT, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN
• KAREN MEAT, ELIZABETH MOEN, SINNER FRENZ, GOOD MORNING MINDIGHT, 8 P.M., 
TRUMPET BLOSSOM CAFÉ, 310 E. PRENTISS
• ANTHONY WORDEN AND THE ILLITERATI WITH PURPLE FRANK, 8:30 P.M., GABE’S

• COLLABORATIVE PERFORMANCE, 8 P.M., SPACE PLACE THEATER, 20 DAVENPORT
 

LITERATURE

LITERATURE

      DRINK OF THE WEEK
    Drink of the week: Adult Hot Chocolate

Cozy season is among us. There are three weeks left before 
winter break, and rather than going out to the bars, it’s time to 
hunker down, binge watch Disney+, study for finals, and get 
crunk off homemade hot chocolate.

Ingredients:
1/2 cup cocoa powder
Pinch of salt
1 cup sugar
8 cups milk
Splash of vanilla
2/3 cups water
1/2 cup butterscotch 
Schnapps
1/2 cup Irish cream — we 
recommend Baileys

— Naomi Hofferber

MUSIC

FILM

•  HOME ALONE, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY
•  THE EYE OPENER, 4 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY

FILM

DANCE

• COLIN HAMILTON, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE

Mix cocoa powder, water, salt, and sugar in a pot over high heat 
and bring to a boil. Turn down to medium heat and add in milk 
and vanilla. Let simmer over medium heat, stirring regularly, 
for 10 minutes. Remove from heat, let cool slightly, add in 
the alcohol, and serve topped with whipped cream and mini 
marshmallows.

• ANTIGONE, 7 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• STRAIGHT WHITE MEN, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• MATILDA THE MUSICAL, 7:30 P.M., THEATER CEDAR RAPIDS
• ANNIE, 7:30 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS, 1301 FIFTH
•  FALL’S EVE, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING

THEATRE

HOME ALON
E

FRIDAY 12.06

ART
• IOWA CITY EASTSIDE ARTISTS HOLIDAY SHOW AND SALE, 10 
A.M., MASONIC LODGE, 312 COLLEGE

•  THE NUTCRACKER, 7:30 P.M., ENGLERT THEATER, 221 E. WASHINGTON
•  COLLABORATIVE PERFORMANCE, 8 P.M., SPACE PLACE THEATER 

DANCE

ART
• NOT YOUR MOTHER’S CRAFT FAIR, 9 A.M., MERGE, 136 S. 
DUBUQUE
• ARTS AND CRAFTS BAZAAR, 10 A.M., IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
123 S. LINN

• ANTIGONE, 7 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• STRAIGHT WHITE MEN, 7:30 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• ANNIE, 7:30 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
• FALL’S EVE, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING

THEATRE

•  THE NUTCRACKER, 2 P.M., ENGLERT

DANCE

MUSIC
• JAZZ REPERTORY ENSEMBLE, 3 P.M., VOXMAN
• IOWA CITY CLARINET CHOIR, 8 P.M., GABE’S

• ANTIGONE, 2 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• STRAIGHT WHITE MEN, 2 P.M., RIVERSIDE
• ANNIE, 2 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
• MATILDA THE MUSICAL, 2:30 P.M., THEATER CEDAR RAPIDS

THEATRE

•  THE NUTCRACKER, 2 P.M., ENGLERT

DANCE
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ACROSS
 1 Sofa feature
 4 Vent
10 Nasty campaign accusations
13 Mauna ___
14 Lincoln ___, creator of the comic strip “Big Nate”
15 Small-scale
16 Abbr. that’s almost always preceded by a comma
17 They get kicked around a lot
19 Ceremonial goblets
21 Against expectations, say
22 Another go
23 Basic cable channel
24 Travelers from afar, for short
25 Rural shindigs
30 Co. milestone
31 Brouhaha
32 Train to a plane
36 Remove abruptly
38 English county that’s the setting for Agatha 

 Christie’s “And Then There Were None”
39 Money in Istanbul
40 Not to mention
41 One-named supermodel of the 1970s-’80s
42 German article
43 “You flabbergast me”
48 Fill (up)
51 Prefix with tourism
52 Digs up some dirt
53 Profile persona
55 Mélanges
59 Kind of experiment … or a hint to 10 Down
  answers in this puzzle
61 Trouble
62 Takes responsibility for
63 You’re out of it if you’re in it
64 Wiliness
65 ID checker
66 Something with a movable feast
67 “Absolutely!”

DOWN
 1 A Baldwin brother
 2 Kind of I.R.A.
 3 Colorful French cookies
 4 Good potential
 5 Former liberal, maybe
 6 Whopper
 7 Surgery sites, for short
 8 Star pitcher
 9 Mockery
10 Get the lead out?
11 Foot, fathom or furlong
12 Playing pieces in Othello
15 Who said “Where there is oppression,
 there is resistance”
18 Scottish hillside
20 Court cry
23 Japanese noodle dish
25 “Hey there!”
26 Bud
27 Returning to the original speed, on scores
28 Fertilization targets
29 The Blues of the N.H.L., on scoreboards
33 Goes off into the sunset, say
34 Is for two?
35 Damage
37 Swimmer in an ornamental pond
38 Separate
44 What corn can be ground into
45 Orange Monopoly card
46 One kneeling with the ball in a field
 goal attempt
47 Relay part
48 Gal in “Wonder Woman”
49 Swears
50 Hot spot
54 TV channel with the slogan “We’re comedy”
55 [Sigh]
56 Huge fortune
57 What a glutton always wants
58 Makeup of a match
60 Provider of support

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 2A

 

BY BROOKLYN DRAISEY
brooklyn-draisey@uiowa.edu

There’s a weird feeling 
that comes with knowing 
you’re about to willingly 
put yourself through pain. 
There’s plenty of excitement 
at the thought of incorpo-
rating beautiful artwork on 
your body, but there’s also 
the thought of, “Am I seri-
ously about to just sit there 
while someone sticks a 
needle in my skin for three 
hours?”

That someone — the tat-
too artist — might be some-
one who knew they wanted 
to ink people’s bodies for 
their entire life. Or else they 
may have discovered their 
passion and abilities later 
on. Here in Iowa City, we 
tattoo lovers have a number 
of places to go for a tattoo. 
We also have a number of 
artists to choose from who 
have taken a variety of paths 
to reach the same destina-
tion. 

I always forget the exact 
feeling of the tattoo needle 
dragging against my skin 
until I hear the machine 
buzzing. Then, as the first 
line is drawn, it all comes 
rushing back. The artist hov-
ered beside me. I relaxed 
into the chair as much as I 
could, and we began. 

For my fourth tattoo, I 
chose a red and yellow chry-
santhemum. About the size 
of my hand, it would be laid 
atop my left shoulder. Every 
year since I turned 18, I have 
treated myself to a tattoo, 
and three tattoos in, I was 
not about to stop now.  

Anne Marsh, an artist at 
Iowa City Tattoo, would be 
inking her second tattoo on 
my body. Like me, she keeps 
her hair short and wears a 
stocking hat. And like me, 
she has tattoos. But unlike 
me, Anne has been at the 
other end of the needle for 
almost 10 years. Was this the 
career she ever considered 
while attending the Univer-
sity of Iowa? No. 

Marsh studied biology and 
painting at the UI with the 
goal of doing medical illus-
tration as a career. She later 
lost interest in the program, 
she said, because of the large 

amount of computer graphics 
involved. She ended up doing 
research at the UI for a couple 
years after graduating. 

But attending the UI pro-
vided her a perspective on 
a different kind of artwork 
than medical illustrations. 
Not having grown up sur-
rounded by people who 
sported ink, she said she fell 
in love with the craft when 
she saw inked work on oth-
ers’ bodies and started get-
ting her own tattoos. After 
receiving an apprenticeship 
from the woman tattooing 
her and moving back to Iowa 
City for a second apprentice-
ship, she became a full-time 
tattoo artist. 

Like Marsh, UI senior Ca-
sey Gartlan won’t jump into 
tattooing right away. Gart-
lan is studying to become a 
nurse, which she’s planning 
on doing alongside tattoo-
ing, because she said the 
schedule will be flexible. 
She sells prints of her art 
at local store White Rabbit 
and online through Etsy, 
and has drawn around 50 
tattoo designs for people. 

Much of her art is anato-
my-focused, a blend of her 
studies and her creative 
process.  

“I was doing a study guide 
for myself with all the bones, 
and I ended up doing it su-
per detailed and cute… and I 
made prints out of that, and 
then people really liked it,” 
Gartlan said. 

She is hoping to practice 
tattooing while working 
with the hope of gaining an 
apprenticeship.

“With the flexibility of 
nursing, [balancing tattoo-
ing and nursing] wouldn’t be 
that difficult, and I always 
have to have a project go-
ing,” she said. 

Zoë Butler, who graduated 
from City High, said a sum-
mer class at the Robert A. 
Lee Recreation Center made 
her fall in love with art. Now, 
being a tattoo artist is high 
on her list of goals.

“I really like the idea of 
mixing ... art and putting it 
on humans,” Butler said. “I 
think that’s what I think is 
the most meaningful.”

Now living in Brooklyn, 

New York, and working 
full-time in retail, Butler 
said it’s been hard trying 
to launch that dream and 
find an apprenticeship. She 
hopes to establish a rapport 
with an artist who is work-
ing on her body and then 
going the next step to an 
apprenticeship, which she 
said helps to build a con-
nection with an artist so 
they are willing to take a 
chance on them.

Marsh echoed that senti-
ment, saying the relation-
ship she had with her artist 
helped her in getting her 
first apprenticeship.

“So when it came to con-
sidering tattooing as a liv-
ing, there’s somebody that 
kind of gave me a blueprint 
for how I could also do 
that…” Marsh said. “It was 
easier to imagine myself in 
this job that way, but also 
that we had a little bit of a 
connection … it set the bar-
rier a little lower in terms of 
anxiety over even asking for 
an apprenticeship.”

As we drew closer to the 
finish line, I started to won-

der if the pain was worth the 
end result. Marsh scratched 
green along my collar bone 
and over the back of my 
shoulder blade, holding me 
steady when I unconscious-
ly started to scoot away. Red 
ink mixed with blood as she 
made the petals pop. Three 

hours in, and I had decided 
that I might never get anoth-
er color tattoo.

All those thoughts slipped 
away when the needle came 
off my skin and I was able to 
look in the mirror. Despite 
the angry puffiness of my 
skin, the chrysanthemum 
looked like it was growing 
out of my body, ready to 
spring up toward the sun at 
any given moment. Petals 
curled daintily and leaves 
rested gently, settling per-
fectly into the shape of my 
shoulder. I loved it. I wanted 
to get another one immedi-
ately (though not as big). 

The most important piec-
es of advice Marsh could 
give to aspiring tattoo art-
ists is to get tattooed and 
have a portfolio. Getting 
tattooed allows people to 
see how a real shop works 
and meet a tattoo artist who 
could be a connection in 
the future. With portfolios, 
Marsh said it’s not as para-
mount to show that one can 
draw classic images as it 
was in the past. 

“And I would say prob-
ably at this point all art is 
valid art...” Marsh said. “So 
just showing that you can 
do something innovative or 
that you’re going to bring 
something else to the party 
is probably as important as 
being able to draw a Sailor 
Jerry rose as well as anybody 
else.”

Artists take winding paths to tattoo shops
Every tattoo artist has a backstory, but for some, the paths they started on was very different from where it end.

A Daily Iowan editor spoke to artists about their journeys while going through her own tattoo experience.  

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Daily Iowan Managing Editor Brooklyn Draisey shows off her tattoo of a chrysanthemum in the Adler Journalism Building on Tuesday.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Daily Iowan Managing Editor Brooklyn Draisey looks in a mirror at Iowa City 
Tattoo on Nov. 22.
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I N I T I A T I V E

T H E  D A I L Y  I O W A N

POLITICS

LEGISLATIVE
FORUM

on education and
other topics

ahead of the 2020
legislative session

Con�rmed
                           Attendees:

Zach Wahls, D
Senate District 37

Mary Mascher, D
House District 86

Joe Bolkcom, D
Senate District 43

Amy Nielsen, D
House District 77

Free and open
to the public

hosted by

Sunday, Dec. 8
3:30 pm-5 pm

Iowa City
Public Library

Meeting Room A

An artist of many mediums
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

UI student Reanna Lewis specializes in several artistic mediums, including poetry, dancing, singing and painting. 

BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

Although many artists pri-
marily focus on one art form, 
University of Iowa senior Rean-
na Lewis dabbles in a variety of 
mediums as a songwriter, poet, 
dancer/choreographer, painter, 
and multi-artist.

Lewis paints human eyes 
while not conforming to how 
eyes are traditionally seen. In-
stead, she adds a detailed twist 
to them, with flowers growing 
out of the pupils and crowns 
protruding from the eyelashes. 

Like her father, who paints 
intricate, abstract objects, Lewis 
traveled down an artistic path 
early in her life. As a child, Lewis’ 
father would set up an easel and 
have her paint all day. Some-
times, the two would switch 
between the pieces they were 
working on. 

“That was the way that we 
bonded, but it also became 
something that I was attached 
to personally,” she said. “It’s 
kind of difficult to explain what 
exactly I paint because I never 
really know what I’m going to 
paint until it happens.” 

Lewis’ prose and spo-
ken-word poetry pieces are 
deeply embedded with emo-
tion and dive into themes of 
transformation of the self, love, 
and spiritual connections. She 
wrote and performed her first 

spoken-word poetry piece, titled 
“What’s My Name?” in response 
to a man who tried to say that 
she was “out there.” 

"I realized there was a lot 
of pain that needed to be ex-
pressed, especially after I start-
ed performing the pieces,” she 
said. “With this specific piece, I 
started to get a lot of feedback 
from females who could res-

onate. They told me they felt 
empowered, wished they could 
recite the piece themselves to 
some of the 'man boys' they've 
interacted with at this univer-
sity. This motivated me to delve 
into the topic and discussion 
of what defines a woman as a 
"harlot. "I wanted to continue 
empowering women.” 

To Lewis, spoken-word po-
etry performances allow for a 
community to gather and show 
their vulnerability to one anoth-

er.
“These people come together 

and pour their hearts out,” she 
said. “They are both a separate 
space and they allow themselves 
to be vulnerable and express it. 
Sometimes with spoken word 
you find certain themes, but it’s 
typically just a toss of a coin, you 
never know what kind of artists 
are going to come into a space.”  

Lewis began dancing in 
praise dance and drill teams, 
eventually immersing her way 

into practicing hip-hop and 
multicultural styles such as the 
Bhangra, Raas, and Bollywood 
with the help of the campus 
dance organization Andhi. 

“The hip-hop dance style is 
like something that’s apart of 
black culture, so that’s some-
thing I naturally inherited, espe-
cially with starting my dancing 
career in drill teams,” she said.  

For Lewis, the art of writ-
ing music comes sporadically 
throughout the day, and she 

sings about heartbreak and love. 
She first emerged in the hip-hop 
and rock scene with highly polit-
ically driven lyrics, however.

“I wrote my first real song 
after … seeing a video of police 
brutality and, for the first time, 
not being able to control my 
need to respond in some way,” 
she said. “Reflecting on that re-
sponse is what motivated me to 
continue to write more music 
and lyrics on all forms of injus-
tice.” 

Graduating this spring, Lew-
is said she has been taking her 
several artistic talents much 
more seriously and networking 
with artists who use their talent 
as their everyday occupations. 
Last year, she also served as the 
Editor-in-Chief of Black Art; Real 
Stories, and met many artists by 
hosting and being present at 
events.  

“Being around individuals 
who are advancing as poets, 
writers, and artists is really im-
portant to me. I was able to view 
creativity as a career and pro-
fession, not just a hobby. I was 
able to see this is a possibility 
as a career,” Lewis said. “I didn’t 
have to wait years and years and 
years. Shortly after going public, 
I started getting featured and 
paid gigs.”

Reanna Lewis

Hometown: Los Angeles 
Year in school: Senior
Age: 25
Top artist you listen to: 
Masego/ J Cole/OSHUN
Dream place to live: New 
Zealand/The Caribbean 
Islands
Dream place to work: 
Freelance overseas
Favorite place for a 
to hangout: Any rooftop or 
creative event
Favorite movie: Deathproof 
Last song stuck inside 
your head: Midnight Mis-
chief — Jordan Rakei
Instagram: N/A

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
UI Senior Reanna Lewis paints in City Park on Tuesday. Lewis is a painter, rapper, poet, and dancer. Lewis said that 
painting outside helps her to connect to her spirituality.

Spreading holiday cheer with Cajun music 
Louisiana-based band BeauSoleil will visit Hancher Auditorium to perform their show, “A Cajun Christmas.”   

BY SAMANTHA MURRAY 
samantha-l-murray@uiowa.edu

Famous Louisiana-based 
group BeauSoleil is coming 
to Hancher Auditorium to 
perform their show, “A Ca-
jun Christmas,” on Saturday. 

The band continues the tra-
dition of Cajun music and the 
spirit of Louisiana, including 
the many cultures that influ-
enced it. Even the origin of 
the band’s name is embedded 
in the state’s history.

“Joseph Broussard, nick-
named BeauSoleil, was an 
Acadian pioneer who resist-
ed the British army,” Univer-
sity of Iowa professor Michel 
Laronde said in an email to 
The Daily Iowan. “In 1764, 
he led 193 exiles to Saint-
Domingue (today Haiti), and 
the following year, he took 
more exiles to Southern Lou-
isiana where he continued to 
be the leader of the Acadian 
community.”

Micheal Ducet, the front-
man of BeauSoleil, said he 
embraces the traditions of 
Cajun people and their mu-
sic through the crafting of his 
own music, taking up what 
many have left behind.

“I formed BeauSoleil about 
44 years ago, and it was at a 
time that people weren’t lis-
tening to the traditional mu-

sic down in Southwest Louisi-
ana,” Ducet said. “It was being 
put down as being forgotten 
because the music is tradi-
tional, so it’s handed down 
through older generations.”

Ducet said he had to 
learn about the music, so 
he sought out older genera-
tions of artists familiar with 
the genre. According to Du-
cet, they created a founda-
tion and allowed him and 
his band to expand with the 
music, expanding into their 
own ideas.

UI alum Jason Theriot 
stressed the importance of 
this transference of gen-
erational knowledge and 
growth of music in an email 
to the DI.

“Cajun music is one of the 
pillars that supports the per-
petuation and celebration 
of the Cajun culture, along 
with the cuisine, the joy of 
living, and the language,” 
Theriot said. “The music is 
what connects our people 
at home and abroad. Each 
generation of new Cajun 
musicians bring in a differ-
ent sound and style, yet they 
all maintain the core ballads, 
melodies, and instruments 
of the original musicians 
from decades past.” 

Ducet said he was deter-
mined to keep with this tradi-

tion, adding he did not have 
to look much outside of Lou-
isiana to find his influences; 
he found more inspiration in 
Creole-speaking areas. 

“I was always interested 
in the island connection like 
Cuba, Haiti, and Guadalupe 
and Martinique because they 
speak Creole in those plac-
es,” he said. “There’s a com-
munity of civil parishes in 
Louisiana that speaks Creole 
too. It’s a Creole specific to 
African and French as was 
also spoken in New Orleans.”

More than ready for the 
role of passing down the mu-
sic, Ducet originally stayed 
within his home state to 
craft a resurgence of Cajun 
music. 

“Mostly I was just con-
cerned with playing around 
Louisiana and getting this 
music out to the kids and the 
schools,” he said. “I won a cou-
ple of national grants from 
the National Endowment to 
bring this music to schools 
which I did, public schools.”

Eventually, the band went 
from playing on weekends 
and during special events to 
full-time performers in 1986, 
Ducet said. Although they 
have played in other coun-
tries, including France, the 
group decided to make the 
United States its main tour-

ing space.
“We decided we really got 

to do this,” Ducet said. “Let’s 
change the eyes of Amer-

ica. Let’s go to every state 
in the union, and we were 
lucky enough to do that. 
We’ve played in every state 

in the union more than three 
times. I love to bring this 
music and turn people on to 
this music.”

Go to dailyiowan.com to 
see the full video.
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