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Former Head of the Preservation and Conservation Department Nancy Kraft examines a book of documents from the Linn County Registrar affected by the 2008 flood in the middle 
stage of the preservation process at the University of Iowa Main Library on Nov. 7. Kraft oversaw the inclusion of new equipment to the preservation and conservation department, 
including a large digital device used to scan archival documents.

BY HANNAH ROVNER
hannah-rovner@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine and College of Dentistry recently re-
leased numbers that show their students see 
near-perfect employment placement within 
half a year of graduation.

Leadership at both graduate schools said 
their graduates have a 100 percent employ-
ment placement within six months of gradua-
tion, according to new data from the colleges.

College of Dentistry and Dental Clinics Dean 
David Johnsen spoke highly of his program and 
its students. Johnsen said approximately 80 
percent of the state of Iowa’s dentists are UI 
alums.

“We provide intense clinical experienc-
es, critical thinking situations and ability to 
adapt, and a sense of social responsibility,” 
Johnsen said.

The Carver College of Medicine saw 143 stu-
dents graduate in 2019, UI Health Care me-
dia-relations director Tom Moore said.

“The Carver College of Medicine has had ma-
ny successes with the national resident match-
ing program, with graduates obtaining first-
year positions after graduation [from Carver],” 
Moore said in an email to The Daily Iowan.

Forty-one percent of students in the class 
are entering primary care training, including 
15 students going into family medicine, 24 in 
internal medicine, three in obstetrics-gynecol-
ogy, and 17 in pediatrics, Moore said.

“[Carver students] receive strong mentoring 
and are often working in labs, allowing criti-
cal thinking skills,” Carver College of Medicine 
Executive Dean Patricia Winokur said in an 
email to The Daily Iowan.

With nationally recognized programs across 

BY KATIE ANN MCCARVER
katie-mccarver@uiowa.edu

The Johnson County Sheriff’s Office an-
nounced that the search for a missing per-
son, University of Iowa mechanical-engi-
neering student David Le, is still ongoing 
alongside UI police.

In a news release from Detective Sgt. Brad 
Kunkel, authorities said Le was last seen at 10:45 
p.m. Nov. 13 at Macbride Hall on the UI campus.

According to the Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Safety’s Missing 
Person Information Clearing-
house, Le — a native of Sioux 
City, Iowa — has turned 20 since 
his disappearance.

Le allegedly jumped into the 
Iowa River, but there are neither 

witnesses nor any video camera footage to prove 
that possibility, the release said.

A student located Le’s backpack containing 
his personal belongings and turned it over to 
a university employee early the next morning, 
the release said. Authorities previously said Le’s 
personal property was discovered on a nearby 
bridge and he was reported absent from class.

Multiple agencies began searching the Iowa 
River near the Iowa Avenue bridge Nov. 14, in-
cluding the county dive team, Salvation Army, 
local fire departments, and others. Initial search 
efforts in the river included dragging, divers, 
and cadaver dogs, according to an earlier John-
son County news release.

Johnson County authorities urge anyone with 
information about Le to contact the Joint Emer-
gency Communications Center at 319-356-6800.

UIHC patients to receive 
free parking 
Patients and patient visitors at 
University of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics will have the ability to 
obtain parking passes to lower 
parking ramp costs starting Dec. 
3. Patients will be able to receive 
free parking at the facility's 
ramps, and visitors will be able to 
have reduced parking costs. 

JoCo attorney finds 
officer used reasonable 
action in officer-involved 
shooting
After reviewing crime scene 
materials and results from an in-
vestigation by the Iowa Division of 
Criminal Investigations, Johnson 
County Attorney Janet Lyness 
has found Iowa City Police Officer 
Michael Clark was justified in 
firing his handgun at a shoplifting 
suspect.

UI students opt for 
second-hand, sustainable 
shopping
As the second-most polluting 
industry, clothing has become an 
increasing concern for environ-
mental sustainability. However, 
the growing popularity of second-
hand and vintage shopping among 
students could make a difference. 

Welch returns to round 
out senior season
After sitting out three games 
of his senior season, including 
the game in his home state of 
Wisconsin, Welch returned in a 
big way for Iowa’s win over No. 7 
Minnesota.

Brands legacy lives on
Redshirt freshman Nelson Brands 
made his Carver-Hawkeye Arena 
debut on Sunday against UT-Chat-
tanooga, giving Hawkeye fans a 
glimpse of the future. 

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

Turning the page

Authorities 
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UI student

SEE DEANS, 2

Deans tout post-grad success
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UI Carver College of Medicine and College of Dentistry graduates 
have had major successes after their academic careers, deans said.

BY ALEXANDRA SKORES
alexandra-skores@uiowa.edu 

While leading disaster recovery classes on how to 
save books damaged by floods, Nancy Kraft was any-
thing but dull.

Before class, Kraft would douse antique books from 
the thrift store with mud for faculty members taking 
her class to clean, and often, she'd hide a plastic snake 

between the pages to make the exercise just a little more 
real, and to let her participants have a little more fun.

A career of humor, mentorship, and, most of all, 
books would best describe the Kraft's 18 years of the 
head of preservation and conservation at the Univer-
sity of Iowa Libraries. Kraft has devoted her entire 
life to the preservation of a book and the UI Libraries. 
Now retired, Kraft is leaving behind her legacy for 
others to follow.

UI Libraries Conservator Giselle Simón frequently 
worked with Kraft on various projects involving the 
libraries, one of them being Kraft’s frequent recovery 
classes.

“I asked, ‘What are these for?’” Simón said of the 
plastic snakes. “She said, ‘To make it more real!’ But 
really, of course, just to have some fun with it. Every-

UI Libraries Head of Preservation and Conservation Nancy Kraft has retired after 
18 years of devoting her career to the preservation of books, from natural disasters

to mentoring young individuals on maintaining a good read.

SEE KRAFT, 5

Johnson County officials are 
searching for UI student David 
Le as a missing person.

Le

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Hyunok Jo washes dentures from the College of Denistry on April 11. The Carver College of Medicine and College of Dentist-
ry released numbers showing that students have a 100 percent employment placement within six months of graduation.

Resources
• University Counseling Services – (319) 335-7294
• Student Care and Assistance – (319) 335-1162
• UI Employee Assistance Program – (319) 335-2085
• CommUnity Crisis Services – (319) 351-0140

Go to dailyiowan.com 
for the full story.

Go to dailyiowan.com 
for the full story.
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the country, this has allowed 
a foot in the door for a ma-
jority of the Medical and 
Dental school graduates, 
Johnsen and Moore said.

In its 2020 edition of 
“Best Graduate Schools,” 
U.S. News ranked the Carv-
er College of Medicine as 
the No. 1 choice for physi-
cian-assistant candidates.

“Iowa [dental] students 
are in the top five nation-
ally for patient/clinical 
experiences in the DDS 
program.  We are regular-
ly above average on-Board 
scores,” Johnsen said.

UI dental graduates have 
landed jobs throughout the 
country, from California to 
New York and everywhere 
in between, as well as in 
Iowa, Johnsen said in an 
email.

Moore added that the 
most popular states after 
Iowa for first-year training 
were California, Illinois, 
and Wisconsin.

Johnsen referred to Io-
wa’s “dental economy,” or 
its need for dentists, noting 
that this area is extremely 
strong in its high need for 
dentists. So, he said, job 
opportunities are always 

present after a dental-stu-
dent graduates.

Winokur had a similar 
argument for the Carver 
College of Medicine.

“Employers and scien-
tists around the country 
have often come across 
University of Iowa faculty 
and students. They gain a 

breadth of experience [at 
Carver], and it serves stu-
dents well going out into 
the workforce after gradu-
ation,” Winokur said.

According to the Carver 
College of Medicine web-
site, 316 faculty are listed 
as Best Doctors in America, 
and 50 percent of the pro-

gram is made up of women.
Graduates from the UI Col-

lege of Dentistry take jobs in 
advanced programs or enter 
service programs which help 
serve identified communities 
such as underserved families, 
military families, and more, 
Johnsen said.

With high ratings for 

the medical school — the 
Carver College of Medicine 
ranked eighth in Business 
Insider’s Medical Schools 
in America — Johnsen and 
Winokur hope to keep up 
their trends of student suc-
cess and graduates transi-

tioning smoothly out into 
the field of their respective 
areas of study.

“We have terrific stu-
dents eager to learn and 
to serve,” Johnsen said. “I 
hope we can keep up with 
them.”

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

Democratic presidential 
hopeful Pete Buttigieg re-
leased a plan Monday that 
would commit billions of fed-
eral dollars to public colleges 
and universities and work-
force-training programs, aim-
ing to lower the price of college 
and allow more options for ed-
ucation beyond high school. 

The plan proposes substan-
tial funding to offset college 
tuition and lower student-loan 
debt, but it doesn’t go as far as 
some of Buttigieg’s opponents 
in the Democratic-nomina-
tion race in eliminating tui-
tion costs and student debt 
entirely. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Mass., and Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, I-Vt., have both pro-
posed universal free tuition for 
public four-year institutions. 
Warren has proposed cancel-
ing up to $50,000 of debt for 
individuals with a household 
income of $100,000 or less, 
while Sanders has introduced 
legislation to eliminate all of 
the $1.6 trillion in student-loan 
debt in the United States.

Buttigieg’s higher-educa-

tion plan builds on a proposal 
the campaign released Nov. 8 
that would make college tui-
tion-free for families earning 
up to $100,000 a year. The plan 
released Monday adds subsi-
dies for families of students 
earning up to $150,000. 

“A college degree has long 
been a ticket to well-paying 
jobs and fulfilling post-grad-
uate opportunities — and for 
many Americans, a pathway 
to the middle class,” the cam-
paign said in a press release 
with the plan. “But today, col-
lege costs students and their 
families more than ever be-
fore.”

Other changes to college 
funding in the new plan in-
clude expanding the free-
and-reduced-lunch program 
to community colleges and 
dedicating $50 billion toward 
historically black colleges and 
universities, tribal colleges, 
and minority-serving institu-
tions.

Buttigieg's proposal also 
calls for expanding the Pell 
Grant — a form of aid that 
benefits those who demon-
strate the most financial 
need on the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid — by 

$120 billion. The plan would 
allow for a $1,000 increase 
in the maximum Pell Grant, 
which is currently $6,195, to 
cover food and living costs. 
It would also make Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arriv-
als recipients and incarcer-
ated people eligible for Pell 
Grants.

The plan comes on the 
heels of Buttigieg’s ascent 
to the top of the Nov. 16 Des 
Moines Register/CNN/Media-
com Iowa poll. Twenty-five 
percent of poll respondents 
said Buttigieg was their first 
choice, an increase of 16 
percentage points from the 
same poll in September. 

The poll, conducted by Des 
Moines-based pollster Selzer 
and Co. between Nov. 8 and 13, 
surveyed 500 likely caucusgo-
ers and has a margin of error 
of 4.4 percentage points.

Buttigieg joins Sen. Cory 
Booker, D-N.J., in advocating 
for legislation similar to Cal-
ifornia’s Fair Pay to Play Act, 
which allows college athletes 
to hire agents and profit off 
their image through advertise-
ments and endorsements. 

When it comes to stu-
dent-loan debt, Buttigieg 

would strengthen the af-
fordability of loan-repay-
ment plans and offer full 
debt cancelation for public 
servants after 10 years of 
employment. The plan would 
get rid of debt for students 
who attended “unaffordable 
for-profit programs” that 
don’t leave students with 
good job prospects. 

Another segment of the plan 
focuses on workforce-training 
initiatives. The plan would put 
$50 billion toward various pro-
grams including increasing 
career education programs in 
high schools and colleges and 
increasing apprenticeship 
programs.

Buttigieg would form a 
“Skills Cabinet” that would 
develop a skilled and diverse 
workforce by increasing 
funding to worker retraining 
programs and strengthening 
training and career counsel-
ing services, including in pris-
ons.

“Pete knows that as import-
ant as it is to make college af-
fordable, it must also be possi-
ble to get a well-paying job and 
launch or advance a career in 
more ways than one,” the re-
lease said.
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Mike Rauner reads in the space between two natural history exhibits in Macbride Hall on Monday during some downtime in between classes.

A GRIPPING READ

DEANS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
South Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg speaks during the Liberty and 
Justice Celebration at the Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines on Nov. 1.

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
The UI College of Dentistry and Dental Clinics building is seen on July 17.

Buttigieg higher-ed plan targets tuition costs 
Democratic presidential hopeful Pete Buttigieg announced plans to lower tuition costs, increase federal student aid, and put more 
money into workforce training.

NATIONAL POLITICS
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Looking into lack of supervision at home
University of Iowa researchers led a recent study on social workers' determinations of cases when a child is left at home alone.

BY KEXIN CHENG
kexin-cheng@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa re-
searchers recently led a new 
study that surveyed how 
social workers think cogni-
tively about the age a child 
must be for it to be con-
sidered child neglect when 
their parent leaves them 
home alone.

The study focuses on ask-
ing social workers through-
out the United States to 
consider different cases 

of children in varying age 
groups up to the age of 14. 
The survey asked social 
workers if young children 
left at home alone for four 
or more hours with or with-
out injury is considered 
child neglect.

“Even for kids were 8 years 
of age and younger, over 
four-fifths of them [social 
workers], even the child is 
at 8 years of age, felt this is 
child neglect if they are be-
ing left at home alone,” said 
the primary investigator of 

the study Charles Jennis-
sen, the UI Carver College of 
Medicine Clinical Professor 
of Emergency Medicine.

Fifty-one percent of social 
workers felt that leaving a 
child home alone at 10 years 
of age was child neglect, 
Jennissen said, but that 
number jumps up to 82 per-
cent if the child was injured.

The primary reason chil-
dren being at home may 
result in injury and the 
most important preventa-
tive measure for injuries in 

children is lack of supervi-
sion, Jennissen said.

There are very few stud-
ies that have looked at what 
social workers think about 
a child being left at home 
alone, Jennissen said.

UI Emergency Depart-
ment Social Worker and 
collaborator on the study 
Alycia Karsjens said that if 
a child comes to the emer-
gency room because they 
were injured due to lack of 
supervision, she would need 
a big picture understanding 
of the situation the child 
was in and what exactly 
happened for context before 
assessing what to do.

Once she’s collected that 
information, Karsjens said, 
she can share it with the 
medical team. If the team 
feels that the situation war-
rants a mandatory report, 
she will contact the Depart-
ment of Human Services 
within 24 hours doing a 
verbal report and a written 
report within 48 hours.

The cases of children 
injured when they are 
left at home alone are ra-
re, added Karsjens. There 
will be approximately five 
such cases in a year at the 
UI Hospitals and Clinics 
emergency room.

“The thing that puts 

them at risk, though, is just 
because it’s not frequent 
doesn’t mean that there 
aren’t cases [of] kids being 
left at home alone,” Kars-
jens said.

The risk for a child who 
was left at home alone but 
did not injure themselves 
is at the same level of risk 
as a child who is injured, 
Jennissen said. Children 
are being left at home alone 
with a total lack of supervi-
sion, so the risk in such an 
environment is the same 
regardless if they actually 
end up injured.

Of 4,933 surveys sent out 
through the National Asso-
ciation of Social Workers, 

approximately 500 in the 
field participated and re-
sponded, said UI Emergen-
cy Medicine Doctor Erin 
Evans, one of the main in-
vestigators of the study. 

Jennissen said he hopes 
the study can attract more 
attention to the risks of 
leaving a child home alone, 
and there could be some 
laws or guidelines about 
the minimum age a child 
should be left at home alone 
in the future, because Iowa 
doesn’t have minimum age 
law.

“We would like to compare 
the child neglect in states 
that have law and states that 
don’t have law,” Evans said.

Music series draws experimental artists

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
The Carver College of Medicine is seen on Monday.

Graphic by Katina Zentz

ARTS & CULTURE

In a partnership with the UI Stanley Museum of Art, Feed Me Weird Things is half live music and half art expedition. 
BY AUSTIN J. YERINGTON
austin-yerington@uiowa.edu

There was a warmth to 
the lights that clashed with 
the chilly wind blowing 
through the door at Trum-
pet Blossom Cafe. A quiet 
but sizable audience took in 
the sound of sitar-electron-
ica music played by Balti-
more-based musician Ami 
Dang. The unique perfor-
mance on Sunday marked 
the 47th concert in the Feed 
Me Weird Things listening 
series.

 Feed Me Weird Things is 
a series that prides itself on 
bringing experimental and 
avant-garde artists to Iowa 
City with the hope that it 
will incite a level of empathy 
and deep thinking that is 
not normally found in other 
musical performances, ac-
cording to Feed Me Weird 
Things founder and co-di-
rector Chris Wiersema.

 “The music that we bring 
is not necessarily easy listen-
ing. It’s not something you 
would put on to get ready 
to go out, but is in of itself 

a unique piece of art that is 
rarely offered to audience 
members,” Wiersema said. 

Each artist’s performance 
is paired with a visual mix-
tape curated specifically 
for them. The exhibitions 
are intended, to be visual 
inspiration the artist can 
draw from for their music, 
said Vero Rose Smith, co-di-
rector of Feed Me Weird 
Things and associate cura-
tor of special projects at the 
University of Iowa Stanley 
Museum of Art. 

The collections and per-

formances are an explora-
tion into the music, unspo-
ken dialogue many artists 
have with each other, and 
emotional response that 
such mediums can offer to 
listeners and viewers, said 
Smith.

“Another factor that [Chris] 
and I agree and connected on 
over is the idea that art can 
foster empathy,” Smith said. 
“So in having this artistic 
experience communally to-
gether in real time is import-
ant, and that’s not something 
museums traditionally have 
done very well.”

The visual mixtape is cu-
rated by Smith, who listens 
to the artists and researches 
aspects of their work and life 
that Feed Me Weird Things 
would like to present.

“It’s not always expres-
sionistic. It sometimes has 
to do with the literal struc-
ture of the music, the theory 
behind the music,” Smith 
said. “I’ll listen to the music 
deeply and will just open up 
our data base in the back-
end at the museum. Then 
I just start going through a 
couple parameters.”

The curated visual mix-
tapes can be found at the UI 
Stanley Museum of Art for a 
short time, but are also pre-
sented on the website for 
easier and long-term public 
viewing.

 Feed Me Weird Things 
has grown a substantial fol-
lowing in Iowa City since 
its creation in early 2016, 
Wiersema said. The most 
recent show nearly filled up 

the entire venue. 
“I enjoy listening to weird 

music. I make some weird 
music,” Feed Me Weird 
Things concert attend-
ee Andy Perdod said. “It’s 
something different from 
pop music, rock music, or 
even jazz or classical. I don’t 
know how to classify it real-
ly; it’s just different sound-
ing.”

Feed Me Weird Things 
might not sell out clubs and 
large concert venues like 
other live music program-
ming, but that was never 
the goal, Wiersema said.

“In where we [Feed Me 
Weird Things] may not have 
in size what large markets 
do, we do have an extremely 
thoughtful and participating 
audience,” Wiersema said.

Reba Zatz/The Daily Iowan
Sitarist Ami Dang performs at Trumpet Blossom Cafe on Sunday.



Social media has become a 
social market “liked” around 
the globe.

Instagram is a nearly de-
cade-old platform that has 
1 billion monthly users, in-
cluding actress Jennifer 
Aniston, President Obama, 
and your ex-girlfriend. Us-
ers have successfully evolved 
Instagram’s design from a 
personal digital gallery to a 
Times Square of advertise-
ment and promotion.

Through this economy, the 
Instagram community earns 
millions of dollars monthly. 
However, this economy of 
“likes” can undervalue the 
image itself.

Instagram seems to ac-
knowledge this. In a number 
of countries, including the 
U.S., the company has been 
testing hiding images’ likes 
on users’ feeds. The user can 
see the response to what they 
share, but it’s not public so the 
image or video stands alone.

Generally, the public has 
recognized how social media 
can be used with bad inten-
tions. Like-chasing content 
may appeal to a broad audi-
ence, but it can be damaging 
to the art itself.

The art community has used 
this platform to share their 
skills in graphic design, make-
up, fashion, and of course, 
photography. These creatives 
include students, established 
artists, and “influencers.”

Influencers, both small 
and large, are split on Insta-
gram’s removal of likes. Big 
influencers argue that likes 
not being invisible in Insta-
gram’s feed may discourage 

audiences from interacting 
with content.

Head of Instagram Adam 
Mosseri defends the compa-
ny’s decision with this new 
feature. Mosseri believes the 
removal of likes will “give 
people more space to focus 
on connecting with the peo-
ple they love and things that 
inspire them.’’

Mosseri is right in that the 
space Instagram provides 
should be used for connec-
tion and not necessarily for 
profit.

This is not to say it’s an 
abuse of the platform to use 
Instagram to create earn-
ings. It’s very much the oppo-
site — creatives need to use 
digital resources to support 
themselves and their portfo-
lios. However, an economy of 
likes should not be incentive 
for sharing art.

The value of an image 
should be the image itself, 
like a portrait in a museum of 
art. The work is not valuable 
primarily because of how 
many people view it; the val-
ue comes from the artwork 
itself. The Mona Lisa’s worth 
is not the 6 million people 
that see it every year at the 
Louvre.

It’s the same with a 
well-composed picture up-
loaded to Instagram. The 
worth of that photo should 
not be how many people liked 
it. It should be how much you 
like what that image shows.

Having likes be invisible to 
users other than yourself is 
a benefit everyone should be 
open to. It will emphasize the 
quality of work being shared 
by creatives. To depend on 
the monetary meaning of a 
number of tiny red hearts 
under a picture is a gamble.

After all, what’s shared on 
the internet is forever in one 
way or another. Likes may 
become receipts of an image 
that will expire, but the im-
ages on Instagram we choose 
to share won’t. So, choose 
your likes wisely.

As Duckie from Pretty in 
Pink said, “Whether or not you 
face the future, it happens.”

John Hughes is an iconic 
name in the world of 1980s 
cinema — irrevocably syn-
onymous with the decade of 
rock music, side ponytails, 
and Princess Diana — and he 
has become a point of scruti-
ny as modern eyes look back 
on his work.

Molly Ringwald — star of 
Hughes’ hits such as Pretty in 
Pink, The Breakfast Club, and 
Sixteen Candles — wrote an ar-
ticle in The New Yorker on how 
his films don’t work anymore 
in the #MeToo era. From im-
plied sexual assault under a 
library table to the profiting 
off used women’s underwear, 
Hughes seems to be on the 
wrong side of history.

Is there room in a time of 
call-out culture for someone 
to recognize the offenses of 
Hughes’ bigotry while also 
listing his films as their favor-
ite? Well, I sure hope so, since 
the laptop I use to type this 
article boasts stickers with 
his name and the characters 
he created.

The Breakfast Club is my fa-
vorite movie. As many films 
as I watch and adore, I al-
ways come back to rewatch 
this one. I even remember 
a time when I had a searing 
earache, and my family put 
the anniversary edition into 
the DVD player to accom-
pany my tears and vulgarity 
from the pain.

It’s a source of comfort. A 
time capsule of a period when 
movies were so well-written 
that an entire scene could 
just be five strangers sitting 
on the floor. It has to be more 
than a vehicle for systemic 
sexism, right? Or can a me-
dium that dives into mental 
health, abuse, and teenage 
peer pressure be summed up 
into yet another movie that 
fails to be “woke”?

I certainly don’t have the 
definitive answer. Admit-

tedly, I don’t feel a burning 
conflict between my identi-
ty as a feminist and my love 
for 1980s cinema. I believe 
it comes down to media 
literacy and the ability to 
recognize when to address 
instances that threaten the 
existence and identity of an-
other human being.

Judgment cannot be as 
simple as completely ostra-
cizing any and all people and 
mediums that don’t meet the 
standards of today. I mean, 
would any of us be able to 
make the cut?

As a society, it’s crucial to 
point out how Hughes so ca-
sually implemented scenes of 
unwanted physical attention 
and the pressure to do some-
thing (such as giving away 
one’s underwear) that made 
the character feel icky and 
uncomfortable.

But The Breakfast Club con-
tinues to flash across the 
screen as you flip through 
channels because of its time-
less ability to connect with 
each new wave of audience 
members. At the film’s heart, 
it’s really just five people 
who have been placed in-
to a superficial category by 

the world around them. The 
movie works to break this 
apart, unpeeling characters 
that are so layered and com-
plex that a single day in de-
tention changes their lives 
forever.

I’m not calling for blanket 
exceptions. I’m not asking for 

us to look past Hughes’ work 
simply because his movies 
are so revered in pop culture. 
I don’t want society to pick 
up a defense system because 
our favorite films are under 
attack.

We need to be critical 
thinkers about the media we 

consume. We should be able 
to recognize the discrimina-
tory flaws of iconic cinema 
while also appreciating it.

Duckie was right; “Wheth-
er or not you face the future, 
it happens.” But just because 
the future is here, we don’t 
have to burn the past.
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Weighing problematic nostalgia in film
What do we do with films such as The Breakfast Club that don’t meet today’s standards?
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There are rallies on the 
Pentacrest, mobs of people 
traipsing through downtown 
Iowa City, and conversations 
unfolding within classroom 
walls — all in response to the 
decline of our planet’s health.

There is a shift happen-
ing — with a white-knuck-
led grip on policy and ad-
vocacy efforts in regards to 
our changing environment 
something must be done. But 
what about the devastation 
we’ve already seen?

This year, the Midwest has 
seen a surge of flooding and 
tornadoes, heat waves that 
are hotter and lasting longer, 
heavy rains that have amped 
up frequency and intensi-
ty, and the polar vortex that 
gripped this span of states at 
the beginning of the year.

It took only two days in 
January for 340 cold records 
to be set across the Midwest 
due to the polar vortex, with 
record lows tied across Ce-
dar Rapids, Moline, Illinois, 
and many other cities in the 
region.

February ushered in re-
cord snowfall — with Des 
Moines seeing 25.1 inches.

When the piles of snow be-
gan melting in March, there 
was record flooding across 
the Midwest. According to 
the Weather Channel, 42 lo-
cations across the Midwest 
set historic river levels.

Roads, bridges, levees, and 
dams crumbled, caved, or 
were completely destroyed 
because of the floodwaters. 
According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the Midwest 

has topped $1 billion in dam-
age from floods and ice jams.

April began with a re-
cord-breaking, three-day 
snowstorm in South Dako-
ta, and ended with the most 
tornado reports crammed in 
one day in the country. There 
were more than 350 reports of 
tornadoes across the country 
in a two-week span during 
May. The month a whole saw 

556 reports of tornadoes — 
which more than tripled the 
170 tornadoes seen in May 
2018. And with the abundance 
of tornadoes, the month of 
May also saw the longest-last-
ing floods in the Midwest.

This month, predicted 
temperature patterns from 
the Weather Channel appear 
much below average. After a 
summer crowded with heat 
waves and heat indexes, win-
ter will cover the Midwest 
with its unwavering chill.

The extreme weather we 
have been bracing for has al-
ready landed in our laps. We’re 
experiencing the shell-shock-

ing reality of the state of the 
earth. And this devastation 
isn’t far from us — there ar-
en’t years separating us from 
the effects of climate change, 
they’re happening now.

This weather is causing 
our infrastructure to crum-
ble and our crops to suffer 
consistently. There are pub-
lic-health risks as a result of 
sullied air quality and de-
clining water quality. There 
is little to no aspect of our 
day-to-day life that remains 
untouched. This is an emer-
gency that effects all of us in 
the Midwest and the rest of 
the country.

It’s important that as we 
talk about the future of our 
globe, our country, and our 
communities, we also con-
sider what we’ve already ex-
perienced as a result of ex-
treme weather — even in this 
last year.

Rising severe weather in Iowa 
needs more action on climate
The effects of climate change are happening now with more severe weather in Iowa.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Cornstalks lean against one another in a flooded cornfield south of Iowa City on June 12.
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Instagram unliking 
likes is right move
The decision to hide likes on images may 
encourage users to prioritize quality art.
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‘The extreme weather we have been bracing for 
has already landed in our laps. We’re experiencing 
the shell-shocking reality of the state of the earth.’
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one would always enjoy finding 
the snake or the frog in their 
mud bucket as they learned to 
salvage books from Nancy’s 
fake flood.”

Since her start at the UI 
Libraries in 2001, Kraft has 
worked as a mentor to serve 
students and staff on the pres-
ervation of books from all over. 
Kraft has focused primarily 
on cultural heritage emergen-
cy response. She has worked 
with many distinguished di-
saster-response teams, includ-
ing the American Institute 
for Conservation Collections 
Emergency Response Team 
and the State Historical Society 
of Iowa.

She also coordinated disas-
ter response for the African 
American Museum of Iowa and 
the National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library in 2008. 
Since then, Kraft has worked all 
over the state of Iowa and at the 
UI to preserve what she loves 
most: books.

Adapting to a digital era 

At the time of Kraft’s entry 
to her new role with the UI, 
Kraft said her generation was 
at a transition with regard to 
the digital era.

“We came in with comput-
ers just starting to be used 
within the libraries for cata-
loging,” Kraft said. “We were 
pretty much still paper, the 
original artifact oriented.”

By 2003, Kraft said mate-
rials were in the beginning 
stages of being digitized rap-
idly. She felt as though the 
profession developed hesitan-
cy in embracing digitization. 
At that point, there would be 
no way of preserving a digital 
image with complete confi-
dence. 

“That has really evolved — 
but that was a huge challenge 
for my profession,” Kraft said. 
“We’re digitizing this stuff so 
that people can have access to 
it. If it is on a 78 or 16 mm film 
or older AV format, there was 
no way for people to see them. 
Digital was the only way of 
providing access. As the world 
became more adept at digi-
tizing and providing access, 
there became more pressure.”

Kraft said one of the larg-
est challenges she faced as 
department head was transi-
tioning her department from 
the original format to digital. 

In order to adapt to the ev-
er-changing world of technol-
ogy, Kraft brought in a Dig-
ital Processing Coordinator 
Librarian Bethany Davis to 
work on the demand for more 
accessibility to library materi-
als online.

Davis had taken on her 
first professional job under 
Kraft’s wing. She said having 
Kraft as a mentor allowed 
her to fully explore the dig-
ital era and take risks within 
her profession. 

“Nancy is an incredible 
mentor to the people she 
hires in her department and 
the colleagues,” Davis said. 
“With her encouragement, I 
could do kind of risky things 
that I could get the freedom 
and support to excel in these 
things that I wanted to do.”

Kraft worked to handle AV 
materials — called eumatic 
— used prior to VHS tapes. 
There were many that desired 
to use these materials, but the 
machines to view them were 
so out of date that there was 
no possibility to use them. 

“I felt that I needed a co-
ordinator,” Kraft said. “She 
ended up working on digitiz-
ing paper and photographs to 
follow current practices.” 

Alongside Davis’ position, 
Kraft advocated for the need 
for a larger digitally minded 
staff within preservation — 
one of them being the hire of 
Daniel Johnson, a digital pres-
ervation librarian.  The hope 
was for the libraries to be able 
to use the digital materials for 
years to come. 

“What attracted me so 
much to the digital era was 
not only being able to touch 
the item, but being able to 
have access to it,” Kraft said. 

Preserving the reads 
destroyed within Iowa’s 
natural disasters

Kraft arrived at the UI Librar-
ies in the fall of 2001 to address 
the damage resulting from a fire 
that engulfed the Old Capitol on 
Nov. 20, 2001, destroying the cu-
pola, bell, and dome within the 
building. The fire, smoke, and 
tons of water that were used to 
extinguish the flames were left 
to damage furniture and other 
items — including the books the 
libraries contained. 

“Some of my staff advised the 
Old Capitol staff on how to deal 
with the aftermath of a disaster 
like that,” Kraft said. 

Kraft would continue to pro-
vide consultation to the Old 
Capitol workers to address the 
aftermath.

Among Kraft’s many projects 
within her career, Kraft said 
the 2008 Iowa flood is one she 
would never forget.

In 2008, Kraft played an ac-
tive role in the flood preparation 
and response work. She would 
also serve to assist the evacu-
ation of the collections in the 
basement of the of the UI Main 
Library. The disaster would 
come as a way for Kraft to advo-
cate for the need to enhance the 
disaster-recovery technology for 
the preservation of books.

“I was able to use [the flood] 
as a reason,” Kraft said. “I had 
been wanting to form an Iowa 
response team for disasters and 
museums — we used that as the 
backdrop to do a formal group.”

During this time, Kraft also 
coordinated disaster response 
for the African American Mu-
seum of Iowa and the Nation-
al Czech and Slovak Museum 
and Library, working to re-
trieve the supplies needed for 
the flood and assisted in deci-
sion making. 

In response to the 2008 flood 
and other natural disasters in 
Iowa that did permanent dam-
age to libraries and museums, 
Kraft and her team decided to 
form Iowa Museums, Archives, 
Libraries, and Emergency Re-
sponse Team. 

The program aims to assess 
damage to collection materials, 
make recommendations for 
collection recovery, assist with 
decisions on drying out build-
ings, demonstration of salvage 
techniques, and/or initial orga-
nization of salvage operations, 
according to the IMALERT web-
site. 

Just this spring, Kraft was 
involved in the aiding of the 
southwest Iowa floods. She said 
her team went to respond to the 
Union Pacific Railroad Museum 
that had been under nearly 10 

feet of water for six weeks.
“We did what we call a rough 

cleaning,” Kraft said. “You rinse 
the bulk of the mud off, but it 
is not clean. It is just to a point 
where you can stabilize it until 
you can go back.”

Kraft said she was always in-
terested in disaster response her 
whole life but was unsure why 
or how to navigate through her 
particular interest. 

A life of libraries

The South Dakota native was 
never aware that there was a 
preservation field in the library 
work. It was fairly new when she 
began her career. She was only 
planning to stay with the librar-
ies for a few years and ultimately 
had her entire library career in 
Iowa.

“Part of it was my philosophy 
to look for my openings,” Kraft 
said. “During my generation, 
you could get married, be a sec-
retary — I didn’t want to be a 
secretary. I didn’t want to be a 
teacher, and I didn’t just want 
to stay home. I discovered you 
could be a librarian.”

Kraft worked as a cataloger 
for the state of Iowa State His-
torical Society from June 1981 
to December 1984. She said she 
loved her moment of her time 
there and had then decided to 
move on to a different area with-
in her work in the department. 

“I had an awareness of pro-
tecting an item for the longevity 
and use,” Kraft said. “[During 
my time of discovery] there 
started to be a training in pres-
ervation, and I was able to go to 
workshops. I just like the idea of 
being able to preserve material 
so that people could continue 
to use them for however long 
something could last.”

In 1993, Kraft took on an op-
portunity with a team during 
a time of frequent Iowa flood-
ing. She looked at areas and 
during the flood and spoke to 
individuals within the field — 
sparking her initial interest in 
preservation.

“I actually worked with the 
UI Libraries first preservation 
libraries,” Kraft said. “We decid-
ed to work together and put to-
gether a flood recovery booklet 
to be distributed around Iowa.”

‘A library love story’

Kraft’s love story is one for the 
books.

“I’m married to a librarian. 
We met at a library conference,” 
she said with a smile from ear to 
ear. “We got married in a library. 
It’s such a library love story.”

She reconnected with her 
husband during her years at li-
brary school.

“He was going part time 
year round, and I was going 
summers,” Kraft said. “I was 
working at the University of 
Dubuque library that had a 
beautiful glass stained window. 
So we got married in that library 
— and the reference librarian 
was my matron of honor.”

Having established a pro-
fessional career, Kraft decided 
that she would keep her name to 
preserve her and her husband’s 
professional identities. 

Years later, there would be an 
opening at the UI Libraries for a 
head of cataloging.

“I went to the person in 
charge at the time and said, ‘I 
know someone who would be 
really good at that, but I’m mar-
ried to him’ — and they hired 
him,” she said.

For around 10 years the cou-
ple commuted to the UI and sat 
two offices down from one an-
other, enjoying every second of 
their library love. 

“We talked work on the way 
home, and as soon as we got 
home we stopped talking work,” 
Kraft said. 

A gallery for the UI

On the first floor of the UI 
Main Library stands the UI Ex-
hibit Gallery — a project pio-
neered by Kraft in her time with 
the libraries. Kraft suggests to 
“take a peek.”

Simón, Independent Con-
tractor Elizabeth Kidera, Direc-
tor of Collections in the Folger 
Shakespeare Library Greg Prick-
man, and Kraft had worked with 
contractors and consultants to 
draw up the aspects within the 
design of the project. 

Currently, the libraries use the 
space to house historical literature 
and materials of various eras. 

Kraft laughed as she ex-
plained one of her prized mo-
ments of creating the design, 
choosing the floor plan.

“We had to fight over the 
floor  — they wanted to place tile 
in the exhibit,” Kraft said. “I said, 
‘No, no, no, it needs to be wood,’ 
” she said.

Leaving a legacy to 
protect the book

As she leaves the career in 
preservation, Nancy hopes to 
continue the educational aspect 
of teaching the average citizen 
how to properly preserve a book. 

Early in her career, there 
were no opportunities to sug-
gest ideas for preservation to 
folks that were interested in pre-
serving household items, Kraft 

desired to change that and still 
continues that same momen-
tum today. 

“For example, if someone 
wants to preserve their family 
Bible, I have provided a lot of 
outreach for that,” Kraft said. 
“To say, ‘If you want to, you can 
do it at your home, you don’t 
need to come to a conservation 
lab — but here is the times when 
you need to.” 

Throughout her career, Kraft 
has been recognized  her work 
with disaster recovery. In 2009, 
Kraft received the Midwest Ar-
chives Conference Presidents’ 
Award for extraordinary work 
following the Iowa flood. In 
2018, Kraft would win the 2018 
Paul Banks and Carolyn Har-
ris Preservation Award for her 
leadership and advocacy to pres-
ervation education.

She believes it was a service to 
the world — a world she want-
ed to see the people around her 
successful in. 

She plans to keep her work 
with occasionally training oth-
ers in terms of disaster response 
and recreating books that have 
been damaged in natural di-
sasters. However, Kraft is very 
much ready for a well-deserved 
retirement full of new faces and 
places she has never been be-
fore, all with the love of her life 
by her side.

“We’ve got an extended fam-
ily, we like to travel, and we’re 
ballroom dancers,” Kraft smiled. 
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KRAFT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

August 1974 - August 1980
Kraft is hired at Sioux Empire College as a librarian. 

August 1980-June 1981
Kraft is hired as an assistant librarian for technical 
services at the University of Dubuque at the Ficke-
Laird Library.

Nancy Kraft: A career with the UI 

Preservation and Conservation Department

June 1981-December 1984
Kraft is hired as a cataloger for the State Historical 
Society of Iowa.

December 1984-October 1986
Kraft is hired as the head librarian for the State 
Historical Society of Iowa.

October 1986-November 1993
Kraft is hired as library program director within 
the Department of Cultural Affairs in the State 
Historical Society of Iowa.

November 1993-April 2001
Kraft is hired as a preservation librarian within 
the Department of Cultural Affairs in the State 
Historical Society of Iowa.

November 2001
Kraft assists in directing the Old Capitol fire 
recovery.

2006
Kraft was awarded the UI President’s Award 
for State Outreach and Public Engagement 
for the many interrelated contributions to the 
preservation and accessibility of historical sources 
in Iowa.

2008
Kraft was awarded the Cedar Rapids Baha’i 
Community “Outstanding Public Service in Cedar 
Rapids Award.”

June 2008
Kraft focuses on the Iowa flood recovery.

2009
Kraft was awarded the Midwest Archives 
Conference President’s Award for extraordinary 
work following the historic levels of flooding that 
struck Iowa in the summer of 2008.

2018
Kraft was awarded the Paul Banks and Carolyn 
Harris Preservation Award by the Preservation and 
Reformatting Section of the Association for Library 
Collections & Technical Services for consistent 
leadership, service, advocacy, and dedication to 
preservation education.

October 2019
Kraft officially retires from the UI Libraries.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Former Head of the Preservation and Conservation Department Nancy Kraft holds one of the books used as a 
study tool for bookmakers at the university at the University of Iowa Main Library on Nov. 7.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Former Head of the Preservation and Conservation Department Nancy Kraft displays a piece of equipment 
used for handling materials in a quarantined environment at the University of Iowa Main Library on Nov. 7.

Contributed
Nancy Kraft and her husband Randy Roeder pose after a Christmas 
ballroom dance event in 2018.
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ACROSS
 1 The limit when there’s no limit
 4 Old rocket stage
 9 Penne, say
14 Clear weeds, say
15 In good, playable condition, as a piano
16 Stephen ___, Justin Trudeau’s 
 predecessor as Canadian P.M.
17 Accept as a loss, informally
18 Frank discussion, perhaps
20 Nobelist Wiesel
22 Same old, same old
23 Caper
24 Courses without letter grades
28 Baltimore or Las Vegas newspaper
29 “Don’t Bring Me Down” grp., 1979
30 Classic sci-fi film with a sequel 28
  years later
32 Armed guard, maybe
35 Loosen, as laces

38 Order in a pub
39 Fish-to-be
40 Road Runner’s call
43 Animal that grazes
44 The Spouter in “Moby-Dick,” for one
45 “Ugh!”
46 Pessimist’s “optimally”
48 Small criticisms
50 Fleur-de-___
52 God, in Italy
53 By whatever means
60 Taste that is neither sweet nor salty
  nor sour nor bitter
61 Sashimi fish
62 Collect, with “in”
63 1970 W.W. II drama with a repetitive
  name
67 Kitten’s plaint
68 Things doctors see when patients say
  “aah”

69 Animal in a Shakespearean title
70 Building wing
71 Animal in some ancient cave art
72 Choice in a coin flip
73 Put (down)

DOWN
  1 Animal in an insomniac’s count
 2 Animal in old Qantas ads
 3 Abominable Snowmen
 4 Convenience at a convenience store
 5 Something you should get in writing
 6 Boredom
 7 Stinging weed
 8 Big fuss
 9 What a belt holds up
10 Klee or Klimt
11 Cold War competition
12 Address book no.
13 Holder of the contents of the shaded
  squares?
16 Mandlikova of tennis
19 “Cheers” bartender Sam
21 “Put a tiger in your tank” brand
25 Late 1990s “must-have” toy
26 Elks ___
27 Some concert pieces
31 Animal in a creek
32 CNN anchor Burnett
33 Hedgehog of video games
34 Constellation with the body of a horse
36 Pooped
37 Of the eyes
41 Oblong pastry
42 Some college Greeks
47 Physics Nobelist Niels
49 Walled city on the coast of France
51 Lash into
54 Trading board game with “settlers”
55 Med. care providers
56 Now, in Nogales
57 Animal on a cigarette pack
58 Wolf in “The Jungle Book”
59 Just now
63 Spot for a soak
64 Egg: Prefix
65 Sturdy hardwood
66 Reactions to puppy videos

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 2

 

New Donors
EARN $330 for 5 donations!

Class encourages Cy-Hawk space exploration
University of Iowa students can now work alongside Iowa State University students to understand how NASA 
implements their missions and instruments in a new Physics and Astronomy Department course. 
BY LAUREN WHITE
lauren-white@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa stu-
dents will have the op-
portunity in spring 2020 
to learn how missions are 
proposed and implement-
ed at NASA and how basic 
types of space-based in-
struments work in a new 
hands-on course called 
The Edge of Space: Mis-
sion and Instrument De-
sign for Spaceflight.

Alongside a team at Iowa 
State University, UI Physics 
and Astronomy Assistant 
Professor David Miles  said 
the course will be hands-on 
in experimental space phys-
ics and instrumentation.

“Our modern technology 
is increasingly dependent on 
services that we deliver from 
satellites, making it import-
ant that we understand and 
can predict the challenges 
posed by near-Earth space,” 

Miles said.
Students will have owner-

ship of their instrument, in-
cluding initially proposing 
what they want to measure, 
completing the design, test-
ing, and finally physically 
attaching it to the balloon 
for launch, Miles said.

UI Physics and Astron-
omy Assistant Professor 
Allison Jaynes  said the 
course primarily involves 
small student groups 
proposing, building, and 
testing a sensor that will 
ultimately fly on a high-al-
titude balloon at the end of 
the semester.

The balloons will fly to 
an altitude of 20-plus miles 
above the surface, going 
through the bulk of Earth's 
atmosphere to the “edge of 
space,” Jaynes said.

In addition to working in 
small groups of fellow UI 
students, the class will col-
laborate with students at 

ISU and work to build upon 
each class member’s skills, 
Jaynes said.

“In the course, we'll go 
over the basics of how mis-
sions get proposed and 
implemented at NASA and 
also how basic types of 
space-based instruments 
work,” Jaynes said. “Iowa 
State University supplies 

the balloon flights, so it's 
a true partnership with 
another student group, as 
well. Our students will help 
with the launch and analyze 
their own data afterwards.”

The course is also open 
to those who may not be 
considering a field in astro-
physics, because space mis-
sions are inherently multi-

disciplinary, Miles said.
“We hope that stu-

dents from a variety of 
backgrounds will enroll 
and help us form diverse 
teams that can build many 
different types of instru-
ments and experiments,” 
Miles said.

The UI Physics and As-
tronomy Department is 
experiencing a renewed in-
terest in space exploration 
as burgeoning private com-
panies are fundamentally 
transforming how people 
access space, Miles said. 
Similarly, the UI has made 
a significant investment in 
new faculty and facilities to 
revitalize its role in future 
space missions.

First-year UI physics ma-
jor Kaelan Lloyd said he 
enjoys getting to talk about 
recent astrophysical discov-
eries as a physics student 
and is glad the UI is taking 
the initiative of making ad-

vancements.
“I think it’s important 

for us to keep our eyes 
up,” Lloyd said. “It’s great 
that we can learn more 
about these things and 
that there is a lot of future 
for discovery.”

Jaynes said the depart-
ment thinks this is a good 
chance for students to 
have autonomy over their 
project beyond the expe-
riential benefit, see how 
problems arise in a real 
system, and practice find-
ing solutions to mitigate 
those problems.

“This really mirrors the 
experience that profession-
al researchers have when 
building an instrument or 
experiment,” Jaynes said. 
“Sometimes those experi-
ments fail, or you don't get 
exactly what you wanted 
out of it, and this is a good 
lesson to learn early in ex-
perimental science.”

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Van Allen Hall is seen on Monday. Van Allen is the home of the Physics 
and Astronomy Department.

Shoppers opt for sustainable secondhand stores
Iowa City shoppers and patrons are turning to more vintage and secondhand shopping to lead to more sustainability 
in the textile industry. Some critique the industry as contributing vast amounts of waste to the environment. 
BY ANNIE FITZPATRICK 
anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu

Despite fast fashion's pop-
ularity on a macro scale, a 
growing number of shop 
owners — and their patrons 
— in Iowa City are choos-
ing to purchase clothing and 
household goods second-
hand in an effort to reduce 
the waste of these industries.

Iowa State University De-
partment of Apparel Pro-
fessor Elena Karpova said 
clothing consumption has 
increased dramatically in the 
last 10 to 20 years, and the 
textile industry is undeniably 
one the most polluting indus-
tries, second only to oil. Since 
at least 1980, clothing prices 
have steadily decreased, she 
said, leading to higher con-
sumption and lower quality.

A report from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy indicates that 16.9 million 
tons of textiles were pro-
duced in 2017, and landfills 
received 11.2 million tons of 
municipal solid waste tex-
tiles that same year.

Though this rise in fast 

fashion and cheap clothing 
has created hyper-consump-
tion and more waste, there 
are ways to mitigate this, Kar-
pova said. Secondhand shop-
ping and “thrifting” have in-
creased in popularity, which 
Karpova hopes will make an 
impact for the future.

“I am hoping, and there is 
some sign that there will be 
a big change in the industry 
… it is just a matter of time,” 
Karpova said. “It is the same 
question as with climate 
change … sooner or later, we 
need to do something.”

With numerous second-
hand locations in downtown 
Iowa City, many students 
participate as sustainable 
consumers.

In an email to The Daily 
Iowan, Cortnie Widen, the 
owner of White Rabbit in 
Iowa City, said the store’s 
vintage selection draws in 
a considerable audience 
from Iowa City residents. 
White Rabbit works with 
a small number of vintage 
pickers to obtain their 
unique selection, she said, 
which draws in a consis-

tent group of customers.
With large business and 

fast fashion producers such 
as Target coming to Iowa 
City in the near future, a con-
cern for secondhand shop-
ping’s prominence is rele-
vant. However, Widen said 
that White Rabbit will still 
have many customers seek-
ing their vintage options.

“There are still many people 
interested in shopping local 
and shopping vintage. White 
Rabbit offers something so 
different than any of our com-
petitors,” Widen said.

UI third-year student 
Jiselle Ramos said she began 
secondhand shopping in her 
junior year of high school. 
After a Savers opened in her 
town of Crystal Lake, Illinois, 
Ramos said that she and 
some of her friends began to 
shop secondhand.

Ramos said she wasn’t 
very knowledgeable of envi-
ronmental sustainability and 
began shopping secondhand 
for the uniqueness of cloth-
ing and low prices. However, 
as she began school at the 
UI, Ramos said secondhand 

shopping became more of a 
conscious effort to be a sus-
tainable consumer by not 
participating in fast fashion.

“Since I came to the Uni-
versity of Iowa, I've really 
gotten into thrifting because 
of the good luck that I've had 
… when you find a good piece 
it makes you want to keep go-
ing back,” she said.

Goodwill, Salvation Army, 
Savers, Revival, White Rab-
bit, and Vice are among some 
of Ramos’ favorite second-
hand locations in Iowa City.

“They’re local, and I know it's 
not going to some big corpora-
tion out of greed,” she said.

Producers of fast fashion 
for companies big and small 
and their use of sweatshops 
and cheap labor is also a 
reason that she chooses to 
shop secondhand, Ramos 
said. The idea of support-
ing a brand that mistreats 
and underpays its workers 
is something she does not 
support, Ramos said, and 
led her to thrifting and 
shopping secondhand.

“Sometimes I have friends 
that will say ‘Oh, you're so 

trendy,’ and I don't take that as 
a compliment,” Ramos said. “I 
don’t really like that because, 
when you think of trendy, you 
do think of like fast fashion 
and what's ‘in’ now.”

Ramos said that she does 
not find fast fashion to be 
tasteful. She also said that 
there is really no reason that 
fast fashion is more con-
venient than secondhand 
shopping because both can 

be cheap, although fast fash-
ion is clearly made from low-
er-quality materials.

“I feel like a lot of people 
do fast fashion because it's 
inexpensive, and I don't like 
that argument because you 
can easily go to any thrift 
shop and pay the same 
amount,” she said. “And a 
lot of the time you’re going 
to get something that's bet-
ter quality, honestly.” 

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa junior Jiselle Ramos poses for a portrait in the 
Blank Honors Center on Nov. 14.
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come in ready. They’re com-
plete players. They can pretty 
much do everything, not the 
least of which is their incredi-
ble 3-point shooting — which 
they’ve always been able to 
do — but their versatility and 
their basketball intellect is re-
ally impressive.”

Josh Ogundele

Ogundele, a London, En-
gland, native, stands at 6-11 
and weighs 245 pounds. He’s 
a two-year starter for the 
Worcester Academy in Mas-
sachusetts.

Ogundele was born in En-
gland before moving to the 
United States from London 
at the age of 16. He played for 
the English National Team in 
2015 and won a silver medal 
on the 2016 Great Britain Na-
tional Team.

“What attracted me to the 
University of Iowa was not 
only the coaches, but the 
team’s reputation of play-
ers, and how well they play 
and compete in the Big Ten,” 
Ogundele said in a release. “I 
also liked how the program 
has produced players in the 
NBA.”

McCaffery saw Ogundele 
this summer, and also traveled 
to watch the three-star recruit 
play at Worcester this fall.

“I fell in love with him,” 
McCaffery said. “He’s got 
athletic power. He does play 
sometimes below the rim, but 
he’ll go up and dunk it on you, 
block shots above the rim. He 
can do both. He can play in 
transition, which is import-
ant for us.”

Tony Perkins

Perkins is a 6-4 guard out 
of Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
is a three-star recruit accord-

ing to 247Sports. He averaged 
15.9 points, 4.8 rebounds, 
and three assists at Lawrence 
North High last season.

Perkins is a two-time Most 
Valuable Player and Defensive 
Player of the Year for Law-
rence North, while making an 
impact as a two-time confer-
ence selection as well.

“Tony is an athletic, at-
tack-minded guard that can 
play either spot,” McCaffery 
said. “He has length and 
can guard anybody from 
5-foot-10 to 6-foot-8. He has 
tremendous athletic power 
and competitive instincts. He 
has great feel for how to play.”

Ahron Ulis

Ahron Ulis is the brother 
of one of McCaffery’s most 
sought after recruits since he 
has been at Iowa — Tyler Ulis.

Tyler Ulis ultimately chose 
Kentucky over Iowa and 
Michigan State, but the rela-
tionship McCaffery built with 
the Ulis family helped him 
this time around.

“I think the relationship 
was important, because ob-
viously, I knew his mom and 
dad really well,” McCaffery 
said. “But he did this on his 
own. We went hard after Ty-
ler, and I love Tyler’s game, 
but Ahron earned this schol-
arship on his own.”

Ahron earned a three-star 
ranking from 247Sports, 
standing at 6-2. He is the No. 
6 ranked 2020 senior in the 
state of Illinois and was a sec-
ond-team all-state selection 
as a junior.

“I have always dreamed 
about playing college basket-
ball at the highest level, and 
the University of Iowa is the 
right place and right fit for 
me,” Ulis said in a release. 
“Coach McCaffery knows my 
family, and I like the play-
ers and coaching staff. I’ve 
watched Iowa for a while and 
believe its style of play suits 
me extremely well.”

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

for the player, because they’re 
sitting there watching that 
clock tick on their career,” Iowa 

head coach Kirk Ferentz said. 
“That’s hard. You hate to lose 
a veteran guy, but to get one 
back is a real benefit. … Kristian 
is a veteran guy who has been 
playing his best football. That’s 
what you hope with a guy that’s 
a senior, to get him back. Just 

really happy about that.”
Although he got injured 

against Penn State and 
couldn’t play against Wiscon-
sin, Welch’s return ended ex-
actly how he wanted it to: car-
rying Floyd of Rosedale off the 
field after ending Minnesota’s 

perfect season.
“I just wanted to make sure 

we were all on the same page 
going out there [to get the tro-
phy] — I didn’t want to be the 
only one,” Welch said. “But 
when Brady [Reiff] started go-
ing, I started chasing.”

“It was a surreal mo-
ment,” Nelson Brands said. “I 
watched them since I was a 
toddler, and by them I mean 
us. It was something else. I 
never expected the fans to be 
like that — so loud. You can 
definitely hear it. You can feel 
the vibrations.”

Nelson Brands competed 
against the most formidable 
foe Tennessee at Chattanooga 
had to offer. Sophomore Mat-

thew Waddell came into the 
match 5-1 and left 5-2. Nelson 
defeated Waddell 8-4.

“I like when guys go out and 
score points,” Tom Brands said. 
“I think [Nelson] could proba-
bly stay in there more [during] 
the middle of [his] match. It 
was a good first time out.”

Nelson Brands grew up 
around Hawkeye wrestling. 
Despite having some famil-
iarity, the nerves were still 
present. 

“Nervous is an understate-
ment,” Nelson Brands said. 
“[I was] peeing every five min-
utes upstairs. It was fun. I got 

those nerves out.”
“You have no idea what it’s 

like until you’re out on that 
mat. It was something crazy.”

Nelson’s début does not 
appear to signify a cement-
ed spot at 184 pounds. Se-
nior Cash Wilcke started 
at 184 pounds for Iowa last 
season and was listed on the 
probable lineup earlier in 
the week.

“We’re going to keep getting 
guys ready to go,” Tom Brands 
said. “[It was] our best team 
today, because Wilcke wres-
tled yesterday. We’ve got work 
to do to get all our guys ready 

to go. There’s a reason why 
Wilcke went to [a different 
event] this weekend.”

Regardless of how the 
Hawkeyes’ lineup shakes 
out this season, the future is 
bright for the redshirt fresh-
man. With coaches like his 
father and uncle, there is no 
telling what the young Hawk-
eye’s ceiling may be.

 “Now [I] have to strive to 
be somebody like Michael Ke-
merer,” Nelson Brands said. “I 
get to drill with him and Mari-
nelli. I get to drill with the best 
in the nation. I can’t ask to be 
anywhere else.” 

WELCH
CONTINUED FROM 8

BRANDS
CONTINUED FROM 8

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s 184-pound Nelson Brands wrestles UTC’s Matthew Waddell during a wrestling dual meet between Iowa and Tennessee-Chattanooga at Carver-
Hawkeye Arena on Sunday. 



Epenesa named Big Ten 
Defensive Player of the 
Week

Iowa defensive end A.J. Epenesa 
has been named the Big Ten’s 
Defensive Player of the Week after 
he helped the Hawkeyes take down 
No. 7 Minnesota 23-19 on Nov. 16, 
the conference announced Monday. 
Epenesa recorded 2.5 sacks, four 
tackles, and a forced fumble, as 
Iowa ended the Gophers’ perfect 
season.

It’s the third conference honor 
of Epenesa’s career. He earned the 
award twice last season for his 
performances in wins over Iowa 
State and Illinois.

Epenesa leads the Hawkeyes with 
seven sacks and 
nine quarterback 
pressures, and 
he ranks second 
with seven 
tackles for a loss. 
He’s also tied for 
the team lead 
with two forced 
fumbles.

The Glen Carbon, Illinois, native 
led the Big Ten with 10.5 sacks last 
season, which also ranked ninth in 
the nation.

Iowa will close its home schedule 
against Illinois 11 a.m. Saturday at 
Kinnick Stadium. 

Epenesa racked up 1.5 sacks 
against the Illini last season to go 
along with a forced fumble, a fum-
ble recovery, and a blocked punt.

Iowa field hockey lands 
seven recruits for 2020

After losing to North Carolina 2-1 
in the Elite Eight of the NCAA Tour-
nament, Iowa field hockey quickly 
looked toward the future.

Head coach Lisa Cellucci and her 
staff signed seven recruits for the 
2020 season to replace the team’s 
six departing seniors. Midfielders 
Katie Birch and Sophie Sunder-
land as well as goalkeeper Leslie 
Speight are the most notable of 
this senior class. Birch and Speight 
were both starters during Iowa’s 
NCAA Tournament run.

The most pressing hole Iowa 
needs to fill was the one left by 
Speight. In her final two years as 
a Hawkeye, Speight recorded 11 
shutouts in goal.

The only goalkeeper Iowa signed 
for 2020 is Amelia Williams. 
Williams is a Houston, Texas, native. 
Williams was named to MAX Field 
Hockey’s 2020 Watch List and 2018 
Top-100 Players.

Four 2020 midfielders signed 
with the Hawkeyes: Harper Dunne, 
Sammy Freeman, Sophia Mackrella 
and Kelly Rose.

Notably, none of Iowa’s 2020 
recruits hail from international 
lands. This past season, Cellucci’s 
team was rich with international 
talent, boasting eight players from 
overseas.

“We are so excited to welcome 
Alex, Sophia, Amelia, Sammy, 
Harper, Kelly, and MJ to the Iowa 
field hockey program,” Cellucci said 
in a release. “They are wonderful 
people, students, and field hockey 
players. This is an outstanding 
class that will 
add depth to 
every line on 
the field. Their 
athleticism, 
speed, skill, 
competitive-
ness, and desire 
to compete at 
the highest level 
will allow them to make an impact 
immediately. We can’t wait for 
them to get on campus and help us 
build on the tradition of excellence 
within our program.”

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

When Iowa linebacker Kristian Welch traveled to 
where it all started for his final game in his home 
state, he couldn’t do anything.

Welch, an Iola, Wisconsin, native, was forced to 
watch from the side as the sea of red at Camp Ran-
dall Stadium shook the structure of the building, 
waiting for the Badgers to pull off a 24-22 win over 
Iowa on Nov. 9.

It was the third game in a row Welch missed with 
a stinger, a neck and shoulder nerve injury, relegat-
ed to the sideline while redshirt freshman Dillon 
Doyle and true freshman Jack Campbell shared reps 
in his place. 

But Welch finally returned against Minnesota on 
Nov. 16, and he made his presence felt.

Welch led the Hawkeyes with 11 tackles and post-

ed one sack, 1.5 tackles for a loss, and a pass break-
up, providing the defensive unit with a sense of se-
nior leadership.

“It’s been very frustrating being a senior and 
wanting to be out there and play with your guys,” 
Welch said. “The whole experience has been frus-
trating, but I just tried to stay mentally into it.”

The mental reps Welch put in when he sat out 
paid off. That was evident when Welch imitated 
teammate A.J. Epenesa for a sack that set Minneso-
ta up with a second-and-18 after converting a fourth 
down, eventually forcing a punt. 

Welch blitzed right away, found his way around 
the Gophers’ left tackle untouched, and demolished 
quarterback Tanner Morgan in the backfield with 
time to spare.

The play proved to be a warm welcome back for 
Welch, who wasted no time in showing his con-
fidence  to the fans and his teammates  on the big 

stage.
“I think [Welch’s return] brought some confi-

dence back,” Epenesa said. “I know Dillon Doyle and 
Jack — they do a really good job — but sometimes 
they struggle with confidence with making calls, 
and being loud, and talking confidently. But Kris-
tian really brings this senior vibe where he knows 
what he’s doing, he makes the right calls, and he’s 
confident about them.”

Welch has taken after former Hawkeye middle line-
backer Josey Jewell in becoming a tackling machine.

Despite missing three games, Welch leads Iowa 
with 57 total tackles.

Having Welch back can only help Iowa moving 
forward with two regular-season games and a bowl 
game remaining in his career.

“Always hate to lose a veteran player — it’s harder 

BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu 

Iowa wrestling is synonymous with two last 
names: Gable and Brands. Dan Gable has been re-
tired from coaching since 1997, and, since 2006, the 
Brands family has helped carry the Hawkeye legacy.

In 1989, Gable recruited brothers Tom and Ter-
ry Brands. With Gable’s tutelage, Tom Brands won 
three national titles, three Big Ten titles, and post-
ed a 158-7-2 career record at Iowa.

Terry Brands also found a great deal of success 
as a Hawkeye, winning two national titles, three 
Big Ten titles, and earning a 137-7 record.

After their playing days, the Brands brothers 
coached in assisting roles at Iowa. Terry Brands 
assisted up until 2000, and Tom assisted from 1993 
to 2004.

Despite going their separate ways for a number of 
years, Tom and Terry returned to take coaching posi-
tions at Iowa. Tom took over as head coach in 2006, 
and Terry joined him as associate head coach 2008.

Last Sunday, the newest chapter of the book 
of Brands was written. Terry Brands’ son, Nelson 
Brands, took the mat for the first time at Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena. 

“It was crazy. I 
wasn’t even in the 
swarm. Freshman 
year, being in that 
swarm was pretty 
tough. Everybody’s 
grabbing on you and 
stuff. I just made 
sure I stayed on the 
sidelines.”

— Wide receiver 
Ihmir Smith-
Marsette on fans 
storming the 
field

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu 

Iowa head basketball coach Fran McCaffery 
announced on Monday the signing of five prep 
athletes. Keegan Murray, Kris Murray, Josh 
Ogundele, Tony Perkins, and Ahron Ulis all 
signed with the Hawkeyes.

Each player brings something unique to 
this recruiting class, and The Daily Iowan pro-
filed all five of them.

Keegan Murray and Kris Murray

Both of these twin brothers stand at 
6-foot-8 and graduated from Cedar Rapids 
Prairie in 2019. The past year, they attended 
DME Sports Academy in Dayton Beach.

They are the sons of former Hawkeye Ken-
yon Murray, who attended Iowa from 1993-96.

Kenyon Murray named Kris as a tribute to 
former teammate Chris Street, who died in an 
auto accident midway through his junior sea-
son in 1993.

Keegan Murray was named Metro Player of 
the Year and first-team all-state by Pro Hoops 
IA and IBCA following his senior season. Kris 
Murray was named second-team all-state and 
unanimous first-team all-metro as a senior.

“They just kept getting better,” McCaffery 
said. “Kept getting bigger and stronger, kept 
working on their game. They’re both going to 
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It’s a ‘senior vibe’

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa linebacker Kristian Welch dives for a tackle during a football game between Iowa and Minnesota at Kinnick Stadium Nov. 16. The Hawkeyes defeated the Gophers, 23-19.

Brands family legacy 
drives Iowa wrestling
Redshirt freshman Nelson Brands now has his chance to continue 
his family legacy and compete in the black and gold singlet. Iowa head coach Fran 

McCaffery announced the 
addition of five new faces to 
the Hawkeyes program on 
Monday.

SEE BRANDS,  7 SEE BASKETBALL, 7

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Nelson Brands is introduced during a wrestling dual-meet between Iowa and Tennessee-Chattanooga at Carver-
Hawkeye Arena on Sunday. The Hawkeyes defeated the Mocs, 39-0.

Men’s hoops 
signs five 
prep athletes

SEE WELCH, 7

Kristian Welch may have missed three games after sustaining a stinger against Penn State, but he 
showed he’s still the confident senior he was when he returned against Minnesota on Nov. 16.

1,021
Iowa volleyball has averaged

attendees per home game this 
season

Epenesa

Cellucci

STAT OF THE DAY
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