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hannah-rovner@uiowa.edu

Women will dominate the Iowa City City Council after Laura 
Bergus and Janice Weiner secured at-large seats to the govern-
ing body Tuesday night.

Megan Alter, Bergus, and Weiner had vied for the two avail-
able at-large seats on City Council. Incumbents Pauline Taylor 
and John Thomas kept their seats on the City Council after both 
ran uncontested in their respective districts.

The newly elected candidates begin serving their four-year 
terms in January 2020. Mayor Jim Throgmorton will not return 
to City Hall at the start of the new year, leaving the new council 

to elect a new mayor.
Gathered with supporters and friends at Big Grove Brewery 

Tuesday evening, Bergus and Weiner chatted with supporters 
as the election results came in. 

After the results came in, Bergus said, “I’m very, very excited 
to serve the people of Iowa City, and can’t wait to congratulate 
my future colleague Janice.” 

The two victorious candidates embraced as Weiner held her 
young granddaughter, Alaska, in her arms. 

“I am excited to be out of the campaign phase, which is so 
go-go-go and ready to get to servicing my community,” Weiner 
said after her win.

With rooms separated by an industrial garage door, Big 

Grove Brewery bustled with voters young and old to show their 
support of Bergus and Weiner on Election Night. 

One supporter, University of Iowa Law Professor Christina 
Bohannan, has been a resident of Iowa City for 20 years and is 
running for the Iowa House District 85.

“Tonight is a celebration of three incredible women who are 
all very strong candidates,” Bohannan said at Big Grove. “... 
This election is also a milestone because … we will have a ma-
jority-female City Council. Women have the power to change 
things and create a sense of inclusivity. This will be good for 
Iowa City.” 

Iowa City School Board 
welcomes new members 
As the polls came to a close, four 
new board members were elected 
to the Iowa City School Board on 
Tuesday evening. Lisa Williams, 
Paul Roesler, Charlie Eastham, 
and Shawn Eyestone won the four 
available seats.

Hawkeye defense focused 
on Jonathan Taylor
Wisconsin running back Jonathan 
Taylor is one of the best players 
in college football, and he poses 
plenty of threats to the Hawkeye 
defense in what should be a very 
physical Big Ten West matchup.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.
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Milestone for women in local government
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Iowa City City Councilor-Elects Janice Weiner and Laura Bergus congratulate each other following the election results at a watch party in Big Grove Brewery on Tuesday. Bergus received 71 percent of the 
votes and Weiner received 73 percent, securing both a spot on the Iowa City City Council. Newly elected city councilors will begin their four-year terms in January 2020.

BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

The state Board of Regents on Nov. 14 will 
consider whether to prohibit members and 
office staff from participating in sports bet-
ting on events involving its institutions.

The policy would prohibit regents and of-
fice staff from betting on any regent NCAA 
team, student athlete, or coach. The policy 
applies at any regulated or licensed gam-
bling facility or regulated internet-betting 
sites.

Participation in fantasy sports contests 
on and off-line will not be affected by this 
policy, according to regents’ documents. 
The proposed policy will only apply to re-
gents and office staff during their terms as 
regents or employment with the regents’ 
office. 

Regents and office staff would not be al-
lowed to participate in sports gambling at 
any gambling facility licensed by the Iowa 
Racing and Gambling Commission, a com-
mission for a state outside of Iowa, and 

BY JULIA SHANAHAN
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu

Described as one of the University of Iowa’s most 
distinguished alums, Barry Jackson calls working at 
the White House the worst job he’s ever had, but said 
he would never give up his experience serving the 

president.
“When you walk through the gates for the first 

time, and you realize the importance of your job — it 
doesn't matter what job you are, the fact that you're 
there, serving the people and serving the president, 

The state Board of Regents 
will consider prohibiting 
regents and board office 
staff from participating in 
sports gambling on events 
in which its universities 
participate. 

Proposal 
would bar 
regents from 
sports betting 

Alum shares Congressional 
and White House careers

SEE BETTING, 2

UI alum Barry Jackson came back to campus and talked about his 
experiences working as a top aid to former U.S. House Speaker John 
Boehner and as a senior staff member to President George W. Bush.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Barry Jackson poses for a portrait in Poindexter Coffee on Oct. 23
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Laura Bergus and Janice Weiner won two at-large Iowa City City Council seats, paving the way for a female-majority council.
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it's amazing,” Jackson said.
Jackson, a longtime con-

servative and an Ohio native, 
worked as a senior staff mem-
ber for eight years to Presi-
dent George W. Bush as the 
assistant to the president for 
strategic initiatives. Before 
the White House, Jackson 
worked as chief of staff to 
former Speaker of the House 
John Boehner from 1991 to 
2001, and then again from 
2010 to 2012. 

Peter Rough, who worked 
under Jackson in the commu-
nications office for a year and 
a half starting in 2007, said 
Jackson was in the office so 
much, he and a colleague kept 
a running tab on the hours 
Jackson’s parked car was on 
the street outside the West 
Wing. 

“We always said, we just 
want to one time come into 
the office in the morning or 
leave at night and be there ei-
ther before his car gets there 
or after his car leaves,” Rough 
said. “But his car would al-
ways be there.” 

Jackson oversaw several 
offices in the West Wing, and 
Rough said his old team in the 
Office of Strategic Initiatives 
referred to themselves as be-
ing “citizens of Jacksonville.”

“Once you're a citizen of 
Jacksonville, it's really hard 
to be stripped of your citi-
zenship,” Rough said, saying 
Jackson did a good job being 
in tune with his staff. “He's 
the mayor of Jacksonville, and 
he looks after his subjects.”

A graduate of the UI School 
of Journalism and Mass Com-
munication, Jackson was 
recruited to the SJMC Pro-
fessional Advisory Board in 
the early 2000s by Jeff Lieb-
ermann, assistant vice presi-
dent at the UI Center for Ad-
vancement.

Jackson kept in contact 
with people he worked with 
at the University of Iowa as a 
student — sometimes from 
Air Force One.

David Dierks, former vice 
president of the UI Founda-
tion (now called the UI Cen-
ter for Advancement), said in 
an email to The Daily Iowan 
that during the Bush admin-
istration, he got a call in his 

UI office from Jackson on Air 
Force One. Dierks said no one 
believed him, until Jackson 
put Bush’s White House Press 
Secretary Dana Perino on the 
phone. 

“Those of us left in the or-
ganization — and who re-
member his days here — are 
so delighted and proud of 
the progress he has made in 
his career,” Dierks said in the 
email. 

Jackson played an instru-
mental role in 1994 in helping 
Republicans regain control 
of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives for the first time 
in 40 years. Jackson helped 
coordinate the Contract for 
America, a movement put 
in place by House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich in an effort 
to become the majority party 
in the House. The document, 
which outlined a Republican 
legislative agenda, was signed 
by Republicans in the House 
minority in 1994 under Ging-
rich, shortly before the House 
flipped red.

Former Chairman of the 
Republican National Com-
mittee, Jim Nicholson, said 
when he was elected chair-

man in 1997, he worked close-
ly with Jackson in translat-
ing and communicating the 
proposed policies laid out 
in the Contract for America 
document to Republican of-
ficeholders, candidates, and 
activists. During Bush’s first 
term, Nicholson served as 
the U.S. Ambassador to the 
Vatican in Rome, and then in 
Bush’s second term, he served 

as the Secretary for Veteran’s 
Affairs.

“And there’s Barry Jackson 
in the White House, as what 
I would call him the master 
convener …  making sure that 
all parts of the White House, 
and those out in the cabinet 
agencies, were in full part-
nership with advancing the 
president's agenda,” Nichol-
son said.

September 11, 2001

Jackson was sitting in his 
West Wing office watching 
the TV when he saw the first 
plane hit the Twin Towers. 

“Most people in govern-
ment came to this recogni-
tion that not only were we 
unprepared for what oc-
curred, but we didn't have 
things in place to make sure 
it didn't happen again,” Jack-
son said. “Things that you 
just never would assume that 
you would have to do, all of 
a sudden became really im-
portant and critical, and you 
had to do it.”

Jackson arrived to work 
very early the day after the 
attacks and said the security 

detail that typically surrounds 
the White House extended to 
Constitution Avenue, where 
there were Humvees and se-
curity officers armed with 
machine guns.

“I was crying as I was driv-
ing in, because everything 
about Washington, every-
thing about government, 
everything about whoever — 
you knew had just changed,” 
Jackson said.

He said for Bush’s first 
term, dealing with the re-
percussions of what hap-
pened Sept. 11, 2001, became 
80 percent of what every-
one was doing in the White 
House. No matter if you 
were working on education 
policy or agriculture policy, 
he said, everyone had a sense 
that over all, the president’s 
most important question 
was, “How do I ensure this 
never happens again?”

Jackson said they worked 
with Congress to advocate 
legislative changes sur-
rounding the power of the 
executive in dealing with na-
tional security issues since a 
terrorist attack of this scale 
had never been seen before 
on U.S. soil.

Jackson has never been to 
the completed Ground Zero 
memorial and said he doesn’t 
plan to go in the future. 

Amplifying partisanship

With Trump’s nontradi-
tional presidency, Jackson 
said party polarization is 
much more amplified than 
when he worked as a top aid 
in Congress. 

He said the news media 
have become more interpre-
tive and said the increased 
access to information — and 
misinformation — can all be 
credited for today’s height-
ened political climate. 

“Any time you hear a pol-
itician whining about how 
unfair it is, I'm sorry, you 
know, you chose to put 

yourself out there,” Jackson 
said. “You knew the environ-
ment.” 

Jackson said when he 
worked in the White House 
and in Congress, he had a 
handful of journalists he 
could trust to paint a fair 
and objective version of a 
story. He said even if he 
knew a reporter might write 
something negative about 
him, he always presented 
a reporter with facts, and 
then would give his take on 
the situation and trusted 
the journalist to write from 
both sides.

With 24-hour news cover-
age and platforms for anon-
ymous stories to be repost-
ed, he said stories are being 
shared on a scale that never 
existed before.

“Sadly, most of that stuff is 
not policy-related,” Jackson 

said. “It's personal-related 
accusations of sexual miscon-
duct or financials, or whatev-
er it is.”

He acknowledged more 
polarization among Congres-
sional leaders today, and said 
the role of the House Speaker 
has always been to protect all 
435 members. He said he’s al-
ways had a lot of respect for 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
a Democrat, and said she’s 
everything a leader should be, 
even though he doesn’t agree 
with any of her policies.

“She’s an Italian grandma,” 
Jackson said. “She will stop, 
and she knows your name and 
says, ‘How are you?’ and it's 
not a phony politician thing.”

BY KATIE ANN MCCARVER
katie-mccarver@uiowa.edu

The state Board of Regents 
will consider approval of pro-
posed revisions to its univer-
sities’ current catastroph-
ic-leave policy, which would 
allow nonvacation-accruing 
faculty and staff to receive 
catastrophic leave donations, 
effective Jan. 1, 2020.

Faculty and staff who ac-
crue vacation at regent insti-
tutions are allowed to donate 
leave to eligible employees as 
sick leave during catastrophic 
illness or injury under the ex-
isting policy, according to re-
gents’ documents. Nonvaca-
tion-accruing employees are 
not eligible for catastrophic 
leave donations, the docu-
ments read.

Iowa’s public universities 
are requesting that the re-
gents expand eligibility for 
catastrophic-leave donations 
in its policy manual to include 
all faculty and staff members 
who hold a regular appoint-
ment that is 50 percent or 
greater and receive either va-
cation or sick-leave benefits. 
The regents will consider this 
policy at their Nov. 14 meet-
ing.

According to regents’ doc-
uments, a catastrophic illness 
or injury is defined as a re-
sultant medical condition for 
which a health-care provider 
has certified is likely to result 
in a loss of 30 or more work 
days.

The proposed revisions 
include a list of circum-
stances when catastrophic 
leave would become an op-
tion for faculty and staff at 
regent institutions, includ-
ing whether or not the eligi-
ble employee has yet to sat-
isfy the waiting period for 
long-term disability benefits 
or is in maternity or medical 
recovery.

The updated policy will 
require that eligible employ-
ees can receive contributed 

sick leave only if they have 
exhausted all other sick or 
vacation leave they are oth-
erwise entitled to and are not 
already receiving supplemen-
tal payments for long-term 
disability. 

“An Eligible Employee shall 
not receive contributions for 
Catastrophic Illness or Injury 
in excess of the amounts nec-
essary to cover the amount 
of leave permitted under this 
policy for the Catastrophic Ill-
ness or Injury,” the proposed 

policy change reads.
The University of Iowa 

Faculty Senate unanimously 
passed the proposed changes 
to catastrophic-leave policy in 
September. Faculty members 
began the initiative to make 
catastrophic-leave policy 
more inclusive last academic 
year, because the UI lacks a 
sick-leave bank — requiring 
individuals to request and re-
ceive donations directly.

Faculty Forward protest-
ed the current catastroph-

ic-leave policy and advocated 
for a sick-leave bank outside 
the Oct. 29 Faculty Senate 
meeting.

Faculty Senate President 
Sandy Daack-Hirsch said at 
the group’s October meet-
ing that the new policy, if 
approved, will widen the 
scope of eligibility while 
Faculty Senate works out 
more complex parts of the 
equation.

The proposed policy change 
already received approv-
al from UI President Bruce 
Harreld, she added, and said 
there’s positive momentum 
with Human Resources and 
the regents.

“I feel very strongly about 
the [catastrophic-leave] do-
nation policy,” Daack-Hirsch 
said. “I think this is an im-
portant issue for faculty on 
campus.”
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Rhetoric Lecturer Brittany Borghi reads a statement during a protest for a sick-leave bank at the Old Capitol Oct. 29.

JACKSON
FROM FRONT

Iowa regents to consider 
faculty catastrophic leave 

Following a unanimous vote by the University of Iowa Faculty Senate to move 
forward with a more inclusive catastrophic-leave policy, the state Board of Regents 

will consider approval of the revised policy at its meeting Nov. 14.

BETTING
FROM FRONT

those operating in accor-
dance to the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act, the docu-
ments read.

Regents and office staff 
would be prohibited from 
providing information about 
teams, athletes, and coaches 

that is not already available 
to the public to wagering en-
tities or individuals, accord-
ing to the proposed policy.

The act, which allowed 
sports waging and fantasy 
sports contests in Iowa, was 
enacted in May and took ef-
fect in August. 

University of Iowa Athletic 
Director Gary Barta told the 
Faculty Senate in October that 
the UI educated its student 

athletes on how to understand 
and combat ethical violation 
sports gambling and betting.

He said the department 
has made student athletes 
aware that innocent com-
ments or questions from 
peers about a teammate’s 
performance may be per-
ceived as sports wagering. 

UI Athletics is also aiming 
to educate students working 
in the department — in addi-

tion to athletes — to under-
stand how sports betting may 
affect them, Barta said. 

“We have continued to 
increase our education on 
[sports betting],” Barta said 
at the Faculty Senate meet-
ing. “We have 650 student 
athletes, and we certainly 
educate them. Our vulnera-
bility and risk probably exist 
greater outside of that. It is 
something we are concerned 

about, and we have spent a lot 
of time and energy to improve 
[sports-betting] education.”

The UI’s Big Ten peer 
institutions have also ex-
pressed concern over the al-
lowance of sports wagering 
and proposed policy chang-
es to minimize conflicts of 
interest, Barta said, but the 
UI will not follow suit. Stu-
dents, faculty, and staff will 
not be banned from partici-

pating in sports betting, he 
added. 

The Big Ten hired an in-
tegrity-service company 
that will follow games on a 
moment-by-moment basis 
to keep the legitimacy of the 
sport in light of betting le-
galization, he said. 

“I would love it if sports 
wagering was not legal in 
our state,” Barta said, “espe-
cially on collegiate students.”

‘Any time you hear a politician whining about 
how unfair it is, I'm sorry, you know, you chose 

to put yourself out there. You 
knew the environment.’

— Barry Jackson, UI alum Go to dailyiowan.com to 
listen to the one-on-one 
podcast.

http://www.copyworks.com
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BY RYLEE WILSON
rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City Public Li-
brary is joining libraries 
across the country in efforts 
to call for greater e-book ac-
cessibility.

Macmillan, one of five ma-
jor publishers in the United 
States, announced that li-
braries will only be allowed 
to purchase one e-book copy 
of Macmillan titles for the 
first two months after pub-
lication. The embargo went 
into effect Nov. 1.

The Iowa City Public Li-
brary, Coralville Public Li-
brary, and North Liberty Li-
brary pool their resources for 
e-book purchasing through 
the Digital Johnson County 
initiative. Only one copy of 
an e-book can be purchased 
from Macmillan between the 
three libraries.

The American Library As-
sociation delivered a petition 
with more than 160,000 sig-
natures to Macmillan in pro-
test of the policy. In a news 
release, the Des Moines Pub-
lic Library announced it will 
boycott Macmillan e-books. 
The Iowa City Public Library 
team confirmed it currently 
has no plans to boycott the 
publisher.

Jennie Garner, library 
director at North Liberty 
Community Library, said 
boycotting is not something 
the library is currently inter-
ested in pursuing, although 
it can send a message to pub-
lishers.

“It’s a Catch-22. We pur-
chase one copy, we have one 
to offer. If we boycott, we 
have none to offer,” she said. 
“We’ve certainly discussed 
it, but at this time it’s not 
something we want to do for 
our patrons, because they 
don’t know what’s going on 
behind the scenes.”

Iowa City Public Library 
librarian Melody Dworak 
said people are concerned 
other e-book publishers will 
follow Macmillan’s lead by 
implementing similar poli-
cies.

“If you value a book high-
ly, you can charge us money 
to buy that book, but when 
you tell us you can’t buy it all, 
or only have this one copy for 

eight weeks to share among 
the 300 people waiting, it’s 
something where you have 
to put your foot down and 
say no more,” Dworak said. 

Although the embar-
go from Macmillan raises 
concerns among librarians 
involving even tighter fu-
ture restrictions, providing 
e-books has always been an 
expensive endeavor, said 
Laura Crossett, adult ser-
vices coordinator for the 
Coralville Public Library.

Crossett said the cost of 
an e-book can range from 
$30 to $50, and the books 
must often be repurchased 
after a certain number of 
checkouts.

“It’s very expensive in 
terms of money, but also 
expensive in terms of your 
time,” she said. “Especially 
since we are a consortium, 
we’ve got multiple people 
buying e-books … it’s a lot 
of staff time we put into 
[e-books] that doesn’t exist 
in that degree for our phys-
ical collection.”

Ellen Hampe Alexander, 
associate director for the 
Coralville Public Library, 
said budgets were stretched 

tight trying to accommodate 
the demand for e-books, 
even before the embargo 
from Macmillan.

Six-month wait times are 
not uncommon for popular 
titles, Alexander said.

Alexander said 9,700 
unique users used Digital 
Johnson County’s e-book 
services in the last year. 
E-books allow users to cus-
tomize the font and display 
in a way that can make them 
more accessible than a typi-
cal print copy, she added.

Alexander said a library 
patron told her he was able 
to read his first novel at age 
64 thanks to the accommo-
dations an e-book provided.

“He realized he was dys-
lexic — he hadn’t known 
that. He knew that he strug-
gled and couldn’t make it 
through a book, and when 
his grandson was diagnosed 
with dyslexia, he found out 
that he was, too,” Alexander 
said. “There’s a great dys-
lexic font that you can set 
to read books in:  Overdrive. 
You can make the print larg-
er, you can change the back-
ground, so that it’s easier for 
you personally to read.”

Public library urges e-book accessibility
As Macmillan Publishers implements the strictest requirements on library e-book lending to date, Johnson County libraries 
are struggling to minimize wait times for e-books.

Photo Illustration by Emily Wangen.
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Seasonal depression is 
more than just the winter 
blues, and it’s important that 
people who navigate it during 
these fall and winter months 
make strides in taking care of 
themselves.

Seasonal depression, also 
known as Seasonal Affective 
Disorder, is a modifier of de-
pression — meaning it’s still 
depression, just with a season-
al pattern.

“For folks who suffer or 
struggle with it, it’s pretty sig-
nificant for them,” University 
Counseling Service Director 
Barry Schreier said. “And peo-
ple who have it know it’s com-

ing and feel helpless to do any-
thing about it in some ways.”

People who grapple with 
seasonal depression recognize 
that at the same time every 
year, they are going to expe-
rience depression, and at the 
same time every year, they will 
reach full remission.

The symptoms are the same 
as depression — and accord-
ing to the Mayo Clinic, they 
can appear as sluggishness, 
feeling unmotivated, being 
tearful, or feeling hopeless 
nearly every day.

Along with that, people can 
find that they’re experiencing 
a loss of interest in things they 
once enjoyed, having difficul-
ty concentrating or trouble 
sleeping.

While people can experi-
ence many of these signs and 
symptoms, that doesn’t mean 
you need to experience all of 
these symptoms listed above 
in order to take your mental 
health seriously.

If you’re even experiencing 
just a few of these, it’s import-

ant to take steps to care for 
your mental health — espe-
cially when there are resources 
readily available to you.

One of the first places Sch-
reier will point students to-
ward when seeking help with 
seasonal depression, apart 
from University Counseling 
Service, is to light-therapy 
boxes.

While the free short-term 
counseling services offered to 
students are helpful in strate-
gizing goals, verbally process-
ing, and sitting with someone 
who’s both experienced and an 
expert, the light-therapy box-

es provoke a different sort of 
change and healing in people.

Because of the signifi-
cant lack of sunlight that re-
sults from shorter days and 

overcast weather, there’s a 
lack of Vitamin D in peo-
ple which can be a common 

cause of seasonal depression. 
Light-therapy boxes work to 
activate Vitamin D in people 
by giving off a light that mim-
ics natural light.

Students can check out 
light-therapy boxes from the 
University Counseling Service 
and Student Wellness loca-
tions.

“For some people, it makes 
such a difference for them,” 
Schreier said. “Some students 
kept them and bought them 
from us.”

Apart from light therapy 
and traditional counseling, 
there is a handful of other 
ways to be intentional about 
maintaining mental health 
that Schreier described. He 

said factors such as regular 
eating, sleep, and exercise are 
vital, along with good social 
connections.

Regardless of whether tra-
ditional counseling, light ther-
apy, or the basics of good brain 
health are avenues you want to 
intentionally pursue, it’s im-
portant to take steps toward 
that direction and remain con-
sistent in doing them.

This winter is not a time 
to be passive in taking care 
of yourself; it is a time to be 
proactive.
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Seasonal depression is back. 
Here’s what to do about it.
There are plenty of resources available for those struggling.
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During a speaking engage-
ment with his foundation in 
Chicago last week, President 
Obama denounced wokeness 
and cancel culture.

“You know, this idea of 
purity and you’re never com-
promised and you’re always 
politically woke and all that 
stuff, you should get over that 
quickly,” Obama said.

He was right to say that 
canceling people is not activ-
ism, and it doesn’t bring about 
change in any meaningful 
way. It’s an intolerant regres-
sion to the times when the 
Catholic Church persecuted 
Galileo for his unconvention-
al view that Earth was not the 
center of the universe.

Fortunately, I have encoun-
tered nothing close to that 
because of my conservative 
identity during my time at 
the University of Iowa. Turn-
ing Point USA Founder Char-
lie Kirk, a very controversial 
right-wing speaker, held an 
event here Oct. 23 without 
much apparent disruption.

Like Pope Urban VII, the 
self-righteous wokescolds seek 
to impose their questionable 
views and shifty standards on 
the rest of society by silencing 
dissenters with labels. They 
are a truly miserable bunch, 
perpetually indignant and 
constantly seeking out new 
reasons to be offended. In 
1633, those who disagreed were 
shunned as heretics. Puritans 

in the modern West shut down 
their opponents with dishonest 
labels such as “racist” and “fas-
cist.” The lax use of these terms 
has rendered them almost 
meaningless.

In late June, certain oppo-
nents chastised former Vice 
President Joe Biden for having 
friendly working relationships 
with segregationist senators 
throughout his career. Biden 
did his part to advance civil 
rights as a politician. What 
else was he supposed to do 
— scream “racist!” and throw 
milkshakes when he saw them 
in the cafeteria?

The political issues that di-
vide Americans are serious. 
On rare occasions these top-
ics, such as abortion or illegal 
immigration, are worth yell-
ing about when debates get 
heated.

What Obama got right last 
week was crucial: Closing one’s 
ears to different viewpoints or 

arbitrarily labeling political op-
ponents as racist hinders dis-
cussions that lead to workable 
solutions. Ruining careers over 
dusty college yearbook photos 
or feigning explosive outrage 
over events that happened 
more than a decade agao is 
counterproductive and bene-
fits no one — except perhaps 
the losers at Media Matters 
who dig them up.

Defending the informal cul-
tural freedom of expression, 
particularly on college cam-
puses, is just as important as 
guarding our legal rights in 
the First Amendment.

Four years ago while speak-
ing in Des Moines, Obama 
said college students shouldn’t 
be sheltered from conserva-
tive speakers or literature that 
might be offensive to certain 
groups. He was again correct 
— college should be a place 
where students have their 
ideas challenged rigorously. 

As a conservative, I don’t seek 
to silence those who disagree 
with me. I want to hear to the 
best version of their argu-
ments and allow them a proper 
chance to change my mind.

This is the freest country on 
earth experiencing the most 
affluent period of human his-
tory, and the UI is an excep-
tional university. Yet there is 
probably someone walking 
across campus right now glar-
ing at their high-speed hand-
held computer phone, angry 
about a tweet that someone 
they’ve never met and have no 
real connection to posted.

It was so refreshing to hear 
a prominent Democrat artic-
ulately dismantle cancel cul-
ture, which is nothing more 
than insipid virtue signaling. 
I’ll leave you with another 
pearl of wisdom from Obama: 
“If you’re tired of arguing with 
strangers on the internet, try 
to talk with one in real life.”

Obama isn’t feeling ‘woke’
Democrats should embrace Obama’s classical liberal views on free expression and reject 
the political correctness of radical leftists who want to shut down the First Amendment. 

Amy Andrews/The Daily Iowan
Then-President Barack Obama discusses energy plans during his visit to Newton, Iowa, on April 22, 2009.
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Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., speaks during the 2019 Liberty and Justice 
Celebration at the Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines on Nov. 1.

I had the privilege of at-
tending the Liberty and Jus-
tice Celebration on my first 
trip to Iowa. It is a fine exam-
ple of democracy where com-
peting candidates and their 
supporters gather to listen 
to ideas in a peaceful, festive 
gathering.

I listened carefully to the 
Democratic presidential can-
didates. By the end of the 
night, I was unwaveringly 
resolute in my decision to 
support Minnesota Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar for the nomination.

In the spirit of former 
President Abraham Lincoln’s 
famous quote, “A house di-
vided against itself cannot 
stand,” she spoke of an in-
clusive campaign to heal the 
country, make progress on 
important issues, and reject 

the division fostered by the 
far right of the Republican 
Party.

Klobuchar understands the 
importance of not just eking 
out a win to restore integri-
ty to the White House but of 
winning with broad support. 
This will allow lawmakers to 

move the country in a rational 
and tolerant direction.

I would like to thank the 
Iowa Democratic Party for 
hosting such a fine event. I 
would also like to encourage 
the voters of Iowa to look 
at Klobuchar’s progressive 
policy proposals and her 
history of success in the 
Senate and support her in 
the caucuses.

— Terrence Curran
Cranford, New Jersey resident

Klobuchar makes 
progress possible
A presidential-primary voter describes 
what they see in the Minnesota senator.

COLUMN

TAYLOR NEWBY
taylor-newby@uiowa.edu

JASON O’DAY
jason-oday@uiowa.edu

‘Klobuchar understands the importance of not just 
eking out a win to restore integrity to the White 

House but of winning with broad support.’

Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
The University Counseling Service is seen Oct. 17.

‘If you’re even experiencing just a few of these, 
it’s important to take steps to care for your 

mental health.’



Big Grove Brewery was in 
sharp contrast to Alter’s watch 
party at the Mill as jubilation 
from Weiner and Bergus’ 
supporters was met with qui-
et conversation across town 
from Alter’s cohorts — among 
them Iowa City Mayor Jim 
Throgmorton.

Over the past few months, 
the three candidates vying for 
City Council seats campaigned 
throughout Iowa City, hosting 
events on the UI campus at the 
IMU and around town at plac-
es such as the Dandy Lion and 
the farmer’s market to discuss 
their platforms with prospec-
tive voters.

All three women competing 
for the two available at-large 
seats sat down with The Daily 
Iowan in October to expand 
upon their platforms, elabo-
rating on the issues salient to 

Iowa City voters — emphasiz-
ing affordable housing, public 
transportation, and diversi-
ty-related issues.

Weiner has stood on her 
“public service matters” plat-
form all throughout the cam-
paign season, touting her dip-
lomatic background for giving 
her experiences she said would 
benefit her as a city councilor. 

Bergus, a lifelong Iowa City 
resident, credits her roots and 
municipal background as a 
motivation for her City Coun-
cil bid. As a city councilor, Ber-
gus said she will make sure the 
government is fair and held 
accountable. 

Zach Johnston, a consultant 
for Weiner, discussed how 
Weiner’s prior experience ben-
efited her on Election Day.

“Her name is recognizable 
for a lot of Iowa City citizens 
due to her state Senate run,” 
Johnston said of her 2018 bid 
for the Iowa Senate District 
37 seat that state Sen. Zach 
Wahls now occupies.

Bergus supporters Erin 
Pottebaum and Robin Kopel-
man discussed their support 
for the city councilor-elect 
over tacos and cheesy fries.

“Her experience as a me-
diator and strong commu-
nication skills make her a 
standout candidate, especially 
when a lot of the policy issues 
don’t vary too much,” Potte-
baum said.

Although Alter said that 
Tuesday’s result “was not 
what [my supporters and I] 
wanted,” she took the Mill’s 
stage to thank her supporters 
and reiterate points from her 
campaign.

“... It’s so hard. I want to give 
a big shout out to those who 
have done it, and I want to give 
a big shout out to Laura and 
Janice,” Alter said. “We showed 
up, put the work in, and this is 
a really big win for Iowa City… 
I’m not going anywhere; you’re 
going to see me again.”

Charles Peckman contributed 
to this report.
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In the first combined Io-
wa City City Council and Io-
wa City Community School 
District Board elections 
in history on Tuesday, Li-
sa Williams, Paul Roesler, 
Charlie Eastham, and Shawn 
Eyestone won the four avail-
able seats on the Iowa City 
School Board.

According to the district 
website, the school board’s 
role is to “act to establish 
policies that govern the 
operation of the Iowa City 
Community School Dis-
trict.” School Board mem-
bers serve four-year terms 
and are elected at-large.

As previously reported 
by The Daily Iowan, the four 
available School Board seats 
are the result of expired 
terms of current members 
Roesler, Eyestone, Lori Ro-
etlin, and Phil Hemingway.

Eight candidates had 
vied for the seats, including 

Stephanie Van Housen, Mi-
chael Tilley, Julie VanDyke, 
and Matthew Getz, all of 
whom did not secure a seat 
Tuesday.

Williams is a former at-
torney with the U.S. Army 
and a current prosecutor 
at the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice in Cedar Rapids. Wil-
liams is married to a high-
school teacher and their 
children attend Iowa City 
schools.

Roesler was one of two 
incumbents running in the 
School Board election. The 
University of Iowa gradu-
ate was elected to the board 
during a special election in 
2016. His wife is a teacher 
in the Iowa City Commu-
nity School District and his 
children attend Iowa City 
schools.

Incumbent candidate 
Shawn Eyestone ran for 
re-election this cycle for a 
seat he has held since 2017. 
Eyestone currently sings 
in a choir at Zion Lutheran 

church and volunteers at his 
sons’ schools.

The North Liberty na-

tive focuses on the need for 
programming for all stu-
dents including English as 

a Second Language, above-
grade-level programming 
such as Advanced Placement 

options, and programming 
services for students with 
disabilities.

Joining Iowa City City 
Council candidate Megan 
Alter at the Mill for her 
watch party on Election 
Night, Eastham took the 
stage to thank supporters 
and congratulate Alter on a 
“campaign well-run” after 
City Council candidates Jan-
ice Weiner and Laura Ber-
gus won the two available 
at-large seats.

This is Eastham’s sec-
ond bid for the Iowa City 
School Board. His efforts 
focus on racial and eco-
nomic justice within the 
district, and he received 
the Isabel Turner Award 
from the Iowa City Human 
Rights Commission for his 
work to advance the rights 
of individuals to “fair and 
ethical treatment.”

“Thank you all so much,” 
Eastham said. “Megan, this 
isn’t the end — I’ll see you in 
two years.”

Kaitie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City City Council Candidate Megan Alter speaks with supporters during her watch party at the Mill on 
Tuesday. Alter lost to Janice Weiner and Laura Bergus for two at-large City Council seats. Alter received 55 
percent of the votes.

4 elected to serve Iowa City schools 
After the polls came to a close Tuesday night, two new members won seats

and two incumbents retained theirs on the Iowa City School District board.

MILESTONE
FROM FRONT

Hayden Froehlich/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa City Community School District sign is seen on Nov. 5, 2018. 

BY ALEXANDRA SKORES
alexandra-skores@uiowa.edu

The Johnson County au-
ditor said voter turnout was 
slightly lower than expected 
Tuesday for the first-ever 
combined Iowa City City 
Council and Iowa City Com-
munity School Board elec-
tions.

According to the city/
school election document on 
the Johnson County auditor 
website, 14.10 percent of the 
total 95,175 registered voters 
turned out for this year’s 
election. 

Johnson County voters 
cast their ballots for two 

available at-large City Coun-
cil seats and two separate 
uncontested district seats as 
well as the Iowa City Com-
munity School Board seats. 
Polls remained open until 8 
p.m. as opposed to the Gen-
eral Election cycle poll-clos-
ing time of 9 p.m.

The Iowa Legislature re-
vised Iowa’s local election 
schedule in 2017 to combine 
city and school elections in 
odd-numbered years. Law-
makers sought to dimin-
ish the need for a separate 
school election in Septem-
ber on odd-numbered years, 
according to the Johnson 
County Auditor’s website.

Johnson County Auditor 
Travis Weipert said this year’s 
election brought about low-
er numbers than expected in 
Iowa City. He said rural ar-
eas such as Solon, Tiffin, and 
Lone Tree all saw incredibly 
high turnouts. 

“Some of [the turnout] is 
probably with it being a com-
bined election, and some of 
it has to deal with hot topics 
the voters were voting on,” 
Weipert said. 

Turnout is typically 
around 10 to 15 percent for 
local elections, Weipert said. 

In a previous inter-
view with The Daily Iowan, 
Weipert said voter turnout 

has decreased in local elec-
tions over a span of near-
ly 50 years. Local officials 
hoped the turnout would hit 
around 15 percent for this 
particular election, meaning 
they fell less than 1 percent 
short of their goal.

As previously reported by 
the DI, Weipert said more 
than 3,000 early-voting bal-
lots were requested this 
election season, and almost 
2,500 were returned by Mon-
day morning.

In the 2018 midterm elec-
tions, 61.26 percent of regis-
tered Johnson County voters 
turned out to cast their bal-
lots. 

Weipert added that an 
increased number of voters 
turned out at the student pre-
cinct located in the IMU. 

The University of Iowa be-
gan issuing temporary and 
free Iowa One cards last week 
to get students to the polls. 
The temporary IDs have an 
expiration date to meet state 
requirements at the polls and 
are part of an effort to accom-
modate students who may not 
have valid identification to 
bring to the polls, UI Student 
Government Governmental 
Relations Director Connor 
Wooff previously told the DI.

Voter turnout increased by 
16 percent on the UI campus 

in approximately four years, 
as previously reported by the 
DI. In 2014, around 28.9 per-
cent of students turned out to 
vote in elections — a number 
that increased to 44.9 percent 
by 2018.

“That kind of surprised 
us,” Weipert said. “It’s my 
understanding that Hawk 
the Vote was trying to get 
students to vote in the city 
election today, and I don’t 
know if it is because of their 
work or the students actually 
interested, but we did see a 
slight uptick. For us, getting 
50 or 60 students to vote in 
the city election is pretty 
good.”

Voters turned out less than local officials expected in Tuesday’s combined City Council and school board elections.

County voter turnout lower than expected for local elections

http://www.dance.uiowa.edu
http://www.theatre.uiowa.edu
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ACROSS
 1 Data stores
 7 Value which for Apple stock is $0.00001
10 Large chunk of cash
13 Not having wrinkles
15 “True Detective” channel
16 Email address ending
17 Gist
18 Plate umpire’s call
20 Mythical places
21 1999 rom-com �with Julia Roberts and Hugh Grant
23 Fam. tree member
24 “I guess you missed the ___”
25 Loved ___
26 Pablo Neruda’s “___ to Sadness”
28 Pasta shape
31 Like the 70s �vis-à-vis the 60s or 50s, say
34 Bad person to do a deal with

35 Honorific for 69-Acro 
38 Board game with black-and-white pieces
40 Units of cookies
42 Rock subgenre
43 Part of a sword
45 State capital founded during a gold rush
46 Tricky situations
47 N.Y.C. subway inits.
48 Superfood sometimes called “purple gold”
51 Mother, in Mumbai
53 “Darn!”
57 What a civilization like India or Egypt has
60 Pre-photocopy copy
61 Info for a bibliophile
62 Act as if
64 Dream stage
65 Deuce, e.g.
66 Chip away at

67 Number of colors on the
  Italian flag
68 On the ___
69 Icon born 10/2/1869 … with a hint to three
  squares in this puzzle

DOWN
 1 No longer ill
 2 One end of a battery
 3 What a crossword has that a sudoku doesn’t
 4 It’s taxed at the maximum rate
 5 Quashes
 6 “Didn’t I tell you?”
 7 Negative space?
 8 Border
 9 Indian flatbread
10 Prefight ritual
11 Confuse
12 Argument settlers of old
14 One with possible Viking ancestry
19 Feature of the Himalayas
22 Divine message, for some
24 King Arthur’s magician
27 Indian city of 28+ million
29 Preserver : Vishnu :: Creator : ___
30 Eightsome
31 Misfortune
32 Device required by law to be outfitted with Braille
33 Density symbol
35 “That’s all ___ wrote”
36 Stimpy’s TV pal
37 “There ___ God!”
39 Inherited wealth
41 Popular allergy medicine
44 Emperor of Russia
46 Mega-success
48 Having perked-up ears
49 Tech worker
50 Japanese art genre
52 Genre
54 Tweak, say
55 Sophomore’s grade
56 “Yes from me, too”
58 Poses
59 Work hard
60 Prefix with tarsal
63 Tease, with “on” americaneedsjournalists.com
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BY CHLOE O'CONNOR
chloe-oconnor@uiowa.edu

Iowa City resident and 
leader of the Iowa chapter of 
the National Stuttering Asso-
ciation Maggie Votroubek be-
gan stuttering when she was 
8 years old. Votroubek said 
she grew up feeling insecure 
about her stutter, and even-
tually sought help at the local 
Wendell Johnson Speech and 
Hearing Clinic.

Stuttering is a speech im-
pediment characterized by 
the unwanted repetition of 
sounds or syllables, extended 
sounds, or what is known as 
“blocks” — a word or sound 
that is difficult for the person 
who stutters to say result-
ing in a pause, according to 
the American Speech-Lan-
guage-Hearing Association.

“I’ve stuttered since I was a 
young kid, that’s always just 
been how I talked,” UI student 
Michael Steffen said.

The University of Iowa 
will host a screening of the 
award-winning documentary 
My Beautiful Stutter on Nov. 
13, followed by a panel dis-
cussion featuring clinical and 
research stuttering experts. 
The UI Division of Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion and the 

Communications Sciences 
and Disorders Department 
will co-sponsor the event.

Votroubek said she often 
internalizes her thoughts and 
avoids conversation or eye 
contact with others because 
she worries about how they 
will view her. She wonders if 
people think she’s not intel-
ligent if she’s not necessarily 
speaking fluently, Votroubek 
said.

“It’s been a variable disor-
der for me,” Votroubek said. 
“At certain times, I’ll be more 
fluent, and other times I’ll 
be more disfluent … It’s easy 
to hide my stuttering by not 
changing words when I block. 
But it’s OK to stutter, hiding 
doesn’t help anything.”

Steffen said there is no “one 
size fits all” trope to fit every 
person who stutters into, but 
many who stutter do feel the 
same burden of stereotyping.

“Until recently, I thought if 
I stuttered, I wouldn’t be tak-
en seriously,” Steffen said. “I 
thought I couldn’t get certain 
jobs I wanted, I couldn’t meet 
the sort of people I wanted, 
and I couldn’t do the things I 
wanted to do.”

Steffen emphasized the 
need for representation of 
people who stutter in media 

and in the community, so 
that others who stutter can 
understand that their expe-
riences and feelings about 
stuttering are echoed by their 
peers, and it’s OK to share 
that with others.

Center for Diversity and 
Enrichment Assistant Direc-
tor Nicholas Creary said the 
Diversity Equity and Inclu-
sion Division is sponsoring 
the event for similar reasons.

“We are trying to increase 
our support for students with 
different abilities,” Crea-
ry said. “We want to make 
sure their interests and their 
needs are met. We wanted 
to provide support for this 
event because it supports our 
mission of uplifting students 
with physical or invisible 
challenges.” 

Anu Subramanian, clini-
cal associate professor at the 
Wendell Johnson Speech and 
Hearing Clinic associated 
with the UI, said that stut-
tering treatments are often 
multifaceted.

“For stuttering, the focus 
is not only on the stuttering 
behavior itself, but also the 
emotional effects of stutter-
ing,” Subramanian said. “As 
we think about [Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion], the 

idea is that a lot of adults 
who stutter don’t necessarily 
think about how to eliminate 
the stutter but how to elimi-
nate the stigma around stut-
tering so they can be more 
comfortable speaking.”

Steffen said working with 
Subramanian and the Wen-
dell Johnson Clinic is em-
powering, because both con-
nect people who stutter with 
one another and help them 
towards accepting their voice 

for what it is.
“We need environments 

like that,” Subramanian said. 
“…Where people who speak 
differently have the time to 
say what they want to say are 
accepted for that.”

Offering support for students who stutter
Through a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiative, the University of Iowa will host an event

to raise awareness and build community for people who stutter.

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City resident Maggie Votroubek, a leader of the Iowa chapter of the National Stuttering Association, 
poses for a portrait in Cortado in downtown Iowa City on Tuesday. The UI Division for Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion is screening a documentary on childhood stuttering.

BY RIN SWANN
corinne-swann@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa re-
cently launched the Iowa In-
novation Challenge, a contest 
aimed at providing support 
and funding to different start-
ups, ideas, and entrepreneur-
ial projects on campus — no 
matter where an applicant is 
in their degree or professional 
career.

The Iowa Innovation Chal-
lenge is a school-wide contest 
and open to all UI affiliates, 
from undergraduate students 
to faculty. The initiative offers 
contestants a total of $225,000 
in prize money.

The four organizations 
partnering in the project will 

fund the contest: John Pappa-
john Entrepreneurial Center, 
UI Ventures, the UI Research 
Foundation, and the Office 
of the Vice President for Re-
search. Certain teams may be 
eligible for additional funding 
through a National Science 
Foundation grant.

The contest will be held in 
two phases between the fall 
and spring. The fall session is 
styled as an “elevator pitch” 
where contestants will have 
two minutes to pitch their 
ideas followed by five minutes 
of questions, John Pappajohn 
Entrepreneurial Center Direc-
tor Lynn Allendorf said in an 
email to  The Daily Iowan.

Senior Associate Vice Pres-
ident for Research and Eco-

nomic Development in the UI 
Office of the Vice President for 
Research Richard Hichwa dis-
cussed his hope for the project 
and how to move forward in 
an email to the  DI.

“The Iowa Innovation Chal-
lenge provides a positive in-
centive for our faculty and stu-
dents to translate their ideas 
and inventions from concept 
to reality, from the lab to the 
marketplace,” Hichwa said. 
“The Challenge not only show-
cases entrepreneurs at Iowa, 
it also brings UI innovations 
to industry, the home, and be-
yond.”

The two phases of the con-
test have been divided into 
two entry sections — one for 
undergraduate students and 

another for graduate students, 
incubator startups, and UI fac-
ulty or staff. The contest will 
take place  Nov. 18 for all appli-
cants, except for undergradu-
ate students who will compete 
Nov. 19 and Nov. 20, said Kris-
ten Tobert, a communications 
specialist in the John Pappa-
john Entrepreneurial Center.

“The main goal here was to 
bring together everyone across 
campus because innovation 
isn’t just something that is for 
students or for faculty or for 
individuals in business or engi-
neering,” Tobert said. “We’ve re-
ally seen how an individual from 
any field of study or department 
can bring a great idea to the ta-
ble and really advance it.”

Undergraduates will be 

awarded $25,000, and other 
winners will receive $50,000, 
according to the contest’s 
website. The money will be 
divided into different sub-cat-
egories with varying amounts 
based on placement.

“With any pitch, the hope 
is that there is passion behind 
the idea and someone that is 
just looking to really bring 
their idea to the next level,” 
Tobert said. “Another really 
important thing to bring up 
in your pitch is how you would 
use the funding … A lot of peo-
ple walk up the elevator pitch 
with just an idea, but it is re-
ally having the knowledge and 
the answers to what you need 
to do next.”

The second phase of the 

contest is a business model 
competition held in spring 
2020 with $150,000 in fund-
ing. While Tobert stated that 
the spring contest would 
ideally help advance appli-
cants who entered in the fall, 
a spring applicant does not 
have to be a previous contes-
tant.

“I think it’s a good idea to 
try to really get kids to really 
get into the entrepreneur-
ship industry and try to really 
make an idea come true for 
them,” said UI freshman Pey-
ton Williams, a  business ma-
jor. “And with an award like 
that, it will make people try 
really hard to find something 
that could actually become a 
product or business.”

Challenge looks to boost campus innovation
Four UI organizations have come together to create the Iowa Innovation Challenge,
a new contest with $225,000 in funding for innovation and entrepreneurial projects.
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outcome of Saturday’s matchup.
“He’s a big fast, physical 

back,” Iowa safety Jack Koerner 
said. “He makes good first con-
tact, and you’ve got to be able to 
take him down. Solo tackles are 
going to be tough on him this 
week, so we need to make sure 
we’re running to the ball… We 
got to get as many hats to the 
ball as we can. If he’s going to 
be able to have one-on-one sit-
uations all day, it’s not exactly 
what we want.”

Heading home

Quarterback Nate Stanley 
and running back Toren Young 
get to go back to their home 
state to play a game once every 
two years, and their final op-
portunity to do so comes Sat-
urday.

Young wasn’t heavily recruit-
ed by the Badgers, which has 
given the Madison native some 
motivation in the past two years.

“It’s old news, but ever since 
I’ve been here, I’ve tried to keep 
a chip on my shoulder, because 
I only had one scholarship of-
fer,” Young said. “I’m happy 
where I’m at, but I definitely 
use that as a chip on my shoul-
der — just try to go out there 
and prove myself.”

Stanley grew up in Menom-
onie with Badger fullback Ma-
son Stokke, who was one of his 
good friends growing up. 

While most of the people 
he knows may be cheering for 
Wisconsin, he said he knows 
they’re also rooting for him.

“Whenever somebody from 
back home that’s Wisconsin 
fans, whenever we’re playing 
them, they always tell me, ‘Hey, 
we’re cheering for you, as well,’” 
Stanley said. “I have a lot of sup-
port from friends and family and 
people from where I’m from.”

A classic Big Ten matchup

The annual Iowa-Wisconsin 
matchup is always predicated 
on physicality, and it will con-
tinue this year.

The Badgers rank second in 

the conference with 216.3 rush-
ing yards per game this season, 
while the Hawkeyes slide in at 
No. 9 with 145.8.

Iowa’s ground attack has 
been slow to get going at times 
this season, but it knows that 
needs to change if it wants to 

keep up with Wisconsin.
“We’re going to have to start 

off fast with the run game,” Io-
wa center Tyler Linderbaum 
said. “We know that; they know 
that. It’s just going to be who 
shows up ready to play at 3 
o’clock.”

a victory over a top-10 Wis-
consin team just a few weeks 
ago. With a win this weekend, 
the program could qualify for 
a bowl game for the first time 
since 2014 and earn its first 
four-game conference win 
streak since 2001. The im-
portance of Saturday’s game 
against Michigan State is not 
being understated.

“This is the biggest game 
we’ve had since I’ve been here,” 
Smith said. “I told the team 
that today, and that will con-
tinue the be the message… The 
guys that have been around. 
They know that. I don’t have to 
tell them how big this game is.”

Illinois demolished Rutgers 
38-10 in a convincing perfor-
mance last weekend. Illini line-
backer Dele Harding earned 
Big Ten Defensive Player of the 
Week honors after the win, as 
he posted 12 tackles, 2 tackles 
for loss, one forced fumble, 
and a pick-six.

The Illini defense has given 
up a lot of points, but it leads 
the country in forcing turn-
overs and defensive scoring. 
The unit leads in the country in 
defensive touchdowns, forced 
fumbles, fumble recoveries, 
and ranks second in the nation 
in points off turnovers

Indiana wins fourth-
straight

Indiana only won two con-
ference games a year ago, 
finishing sixth in the Big Ten 
East, but Allen has his program 
on one of its best runs in the 
last decade.

It’s 2019 now, and the Hoo-
siers already have seven wins 
heading into its second bye 
week after the team went 

undefeated through Octo-
ber. Most recently, Indiana 
dismantled Northwestern at 
home, 34-3, outgaining the 
Wildcats in total yards by 215.

Indiana’s lone two losses — 
to Ohio State on Sept. 14 and to 
Michigan State on Sept. 28 — 
are the team’s only blemishes 
heading into a tough ending 
of the season in which it fac-
es Penn State, Michigan, and 
Purdue.

Its convincing win over 
Northwestern earned a lot of 
respect from voters in the AP 
Poll; the Hoosiers were the 
third team just outside of the 
AP Top-25 this week. Allen said 
a national ranking — which the 
program hasn’t had since 1994 
— is certainly something the 
Hoosiers are keeping an eye on.

“Whatever we have done in 
the last nine games, we have 
obviously done a lot of positive 
things,” Allen said. “[We’ve] 
got a lot of things to keep get-
ting better at, but that’s kind 
of where you want to be as a 
program.”

Fleck extends contract 
with Minnesota

Just a few days ahead of No. 
13 Minnesota’s bout with No. 5 
Penn State, Fleck signed a sev-
en-year contract extension.

“I’m thankful for the support 
of the university and our com-
munity,” Fleck said. “They’ve 
accepted Heather and I and 
our family with open arms, 
as well as our staff members. 
… This contract is really just a 
result of the tireless effort of 
so many people — it’s not just 
about the head coach.”

The contract keeps Fleck at 
Minnesota through the 2026 
season. The Golden Gophers 
are 8-0 for the first time since 
1941, and the team’s 10-game 
win streak is the third-longest 
in the nation.

This is not Allaf’s first time 
making the trip west for ITA 
Fall Nationals. Last season, Al-
laf traveled to Sunrise, Arizo-
na, for the tournament. Allaf 
became the first Hawkeye to 
make Fall Nationals in 19 years.

In addition to Allaf, two Iowa 
doubles tandems qualified for Fall 
Nationals. Teammates Matt Clegg 
and Nikita Snezhko comprise the 
first team. Junior Will Davies and 
sophomore Oliver Okonkwo make 
up the second team.

Clegg and Snezhko’s re-
markable résumé led them to 

Newport this fall. The duo is 6-2 
on the season. They advanced 
to the semifinals at ITA Region-
als, where they would finish in a 
tie for fourth.

Davies’ and Okonkwo’s path 
to California is similar to that of 
Clegg and Snezhko. At ITA Re-
gionals, Okonkwo and Davies 
made the doubles division cham-
pionship. While the pair did not 
win, being runners-up at any ITA 
event is nothing to frown about.

The Hawkeyes’ doubles 
teams deserve to be classified 
in an elite category this season. 
Iowa is one of three programs 
to have multiple doubles dyads 
competing at the ITA Oracle 
National Fall Championships. 

Baylor and Oklahoma State 

are the only other schools to have 
multiple doubles teams compete 
this season. The feat is especially 
impressive, considering the 
field is made up of 32 regularly 
elite teams. Clegg and Snezhko, 
as well as Okonkwo and Davies 
are the first Hawkeyes to quali-
fy for the Fall Nationals doubles 
bracket in 20 years.

One might believe a single 
tournament outing makes a 
team busy enough for one week. 
It appears as if Hawkeye tennis 
disagrees with this notion. 

Junior Morgan Lohan will 
also be competing this week. 
Lohan will be competing in a 
tournament separate than that 
of his teammates. In fact, he 
will be playing on the opposite 

coast. Lohan will find himself 
in Annapolis, Maryland, for the 
Navy and Gold Invitational.

The ITA Oracle National Fall 
Championships begin tomor-
row. The Navy and Gold Invita-
tional will start play on Friday.

This week presents the op-
portunity for the Hawkeyes to 
establish themselves as nation-
al contenders. In California, 
Iowa will see the toughest and 
most talented competition of 
the fall session. 

If Iowa finds success at such 
a prestigious event, NCAA Na-
tional Championship thoughts 
might deserve some legitimate 
real estate in the minds of 
Hawkeye tennis fans, coaches, 
and players.

IOWA
CONTINUED FROM 8

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Chauncey Golston tackles Wisconsin’s Jonathan Taylor during a 
football game between Iowa and Wisconsin on Sept. 22, 2018.

TENNIS
CONTINUED FROM 8

BIG TEN
CONTINUED FROM 8



BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

On every Wisconsin football highlight reel, No. 23 
can be found flying around the field.

Jonathan Taylor ranks ninth in the country with 
1,009 total rushing yards, and his average of 126.1 
yards per game ranks fifth. He’s also tied for fourth 
nationally with 14 touchdowns.

He’s the best running back Iowa has faced this sea-
son, and it isn’t particularly close. 

“They’ve got as good a running back as we’ve seen 
during my time here,” Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz 
said. “We’ve played against some pretty good players, 
[Saquon] Barkley, [Christian] McCaffrey — two who 
are doing pretty good right now. This guy’s really a 
tremendous football player.”

Taylor has rushed for over 100 yards in six of his 

eight games this season, and he’s scored multiple 
touchdowns in five.

In his last matchup against the Hawkeyes, Taylor 
ran for 113 yards on 25 carries but didn’t find his way 
into the end zone. 

Iowa knows what it takes to somewhat limit Taylor, 
and doing it again will be a key factor in deciding the 

BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu 

Among the best-performing teams in the Big Ten 
at the moment are three surprising names: Indiana, 
Illinois, and Minnesota.

Indiana has notched seven wins already this sea-
son and is on the verge of the program’s first top-
25 ranking of the 2000s, just as Illinois needs only 
one more win to book its first bowl game bid in five 
years. Meanwhile, Minnesota is 8-0 for the first 
time in nearly eight decades and has the chance to 
win the Big Ten West in the coming weeks.

Neither Illinois’ Lovie Smith, Indiana’s Tom Al-
len, or Minnesota’s P.J. Fleck have been head coach-
es in the Big Ten for more than four years, but each 
has their programs in good spots heading into the 
latter part of the 2019 season. 

Illini taste bowl eligibility

Smith is describing his program’s next few weeks 
as the most important since he’s been at the helm.

Illinois has won three-straight games, including 

“Scout team running 
backs really have their 
work set up for this 
week, the way we are 
coming and hitting 
them. Sometimes you 
feel bad for them, but 
they’re just doing their 
job and helping us 
out.”

— Cornerback 
Michael 
Ojemudia on 
preparing for 
Jonathan Taylor

Ohio State, Purdue share 
Wrestler of the Week 
honors

Ohio State’s Luke Pletcher and 
Purdue’s Kendall Coleman shared 
this week’s Big Ten Wrestler of 

the Week honor, 
the conference 
announced on 
Tuesday.

Pletcher opened 
his senior cam-
paign with a 5-0 
record — including 
a pair of ranked 
wins — and the 

141-pound crown at the Michigan 
State Open. He dethroned No. 1 Dom 
Demas of Oklahoma in the cham-
pionship match with an escape on 
his turn in the referee’s position 
before riding 
Demas for the 
complete 30 
seconds and 
secruding a 2-1 
win.

Pletcher 
posted a 15-5 
major decision 
over the 12th-
ranked 133-pounder in the country 
— Dylan Duncan of Illinois — in the 
semifinals.

Coleman also competed at the 
Michigan State Open, making his 
collegiate debut. He earned 19 
takedowns in five matches en route 
to the 157-pound title.

Coleman took out a pair of ranked 
opponents, defeating No. 15 Eric 
Barone of Illinois and Penn’s No. 9 
Anthony Artalona in the finals to 
become one of three freshmen to 
earn titles in the open division.

This is the first Wrestler of the 
Week honor of both Pletcher’s and 
Coleman’s careers.

Leal Montero to compete 
in Spirit Amateur Golf 
Championship

Iowa sophomore golfer Gon-
zalo Leal Montero will compete 
unattached for Spain at the 2019 
Spirit International Amateur Golf 
Championship Thursday through 
Sunday at Whisperings Pines Golf 
Club in Trinity, Texas.

The international, Olympic-style 
event will pair two male and two 
female amateurs from 19 different 
countries for a chance at gold. It 
is a 54-hole, four-ball stroke play 
competition with three concurrent 
categories: international team, 
men’s team, and women’s team.

Gold, silver, and bronze medals 
are awarded to the top finishers in 
each competition.

A native of Seville, Spain, Leal 
Montero will represent his home 
country with three other Spaniards. 
Previous Spirit International com-
petitors who now are professionals 
on the LPGA and PGA Tour include 
Jordan Spieth, Jason Day, and 
Maria Fassi.

BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu 

For most collegiate tennis programs, the fall 
season is about getting a high volume of repeti-
tions in. As it turns out, this fall session has be-
come something more for Iowa men’s tennis.

The Hawkeyes have certainly logged a fair 
amount of matches this fall. In doing so, five 

Hawkeyes managed to navigate 
their way out to Newport Beach, 
California, for the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association’s Oracle Na-
tional Fall Championships.

“Every fall, it’s just really im-
portant for the guys to get a ton 
of matches in,” head coach Ross 
Wilson said. “Guys are compet-

ing at a high level, making sure they get them-
selves back into shape for the season.”

Kareem Allaf qualified for the tournament as 
an individual. Allaf earned his spot after a stellar 
performance at ITA Regionals. In Norman, Okla-
homa, Allaf advanced to the singles round of four. 
He finished the tournament tied for fourth.
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Iowa trying 
to tackle Taylor

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Wisconsin’s Jonathan Taylor evades tackles during a football game between Iowa and Wisconsin on Sept. 22, 2018. The Badgers defeated the Hawkeyes, 28-17.

Newer coaches no problem 
for these 3 Big Ten teams
Minnesota, Illinois, and Indiana each are on some of their 
program’s best runs in the last decade right now, and all are 
shocking the Big Ten landscape.

This fall, Hawkeyes have 
produced many memorable 
moments. With success this 
week, the Hawkeyes may post 
the greatest fall season in the 
history of Iowa tennis.

SEE BIG TEN,  7 SEE TENNIS, 7

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Minnesota head coach P.J. Fleck addresses the media during the Big Ten Football Media Day in Chicago on July 18.

STAT OF THE DAY

Hawkeye 
men’s 
tennis on 
historic run

SEE IOWA, 7

Wisconsin running back Jonathan Taylor is one of the best in the country,
and he poses plenty of threats to the Hawkeye defense.

19
Kareem Allaf became the 
first Hawkeye to make Fall 

Nationals in 

years

IOWA FOOTBALL CAPTAINS 
AGAINST WISCONSIN

NATE STANLEY
TOREN YOUNG
KRISTIAN WELCH
BRADY ROSS

Pletcher

Coleman

Wilson
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