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Iowa City police Community Outreach Assistant Daisy Torres poses for a portrait in the Robert A. Lee Recreation Center on Wednesday. Torres was recently promoted to the position 
after interning with the Iowa City police.

BY SARAH STORTZ
sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

After Halloween ends, Witching Hour will 
strike on Iowa City’s clock. However, instead 
of inviting supernatural forces, the city will be 
filled with creative energy and ideas. 

From Friday to Saturday night, the Englert 
Theater and Little Village will host its annual 
Witching Hour Festival, continuing their mis-
sion to explore unknown work and discuss the 
creative process with the local community. 

The line-up has a total of 37 events, includ-
ing comedians, musicians, and visual artists. 

Vero Rose Smith, one of the programmers for 
Witching Hour, wanted to implement visual 
art and interactive media into the line-up this 
year, such as incorporating videos into dancer 
Christopher Rasheem-McMillain’s choreogra-
phy piece. 

Lauren Lessing, the director of the Univer-
sity of Iowa Stanley Museum of Art, will lead 
a discussion titled “Challenges, Opportunities, 
and Planning for the Future at the Universi-
ty of Iowa,” exploring the recent strides and 
drawbacks of Iowa City’s art community.

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

Iowa Democratic Party Chair Troy Price 
predicts the 2020 caucuses will be the best-at-
tended in the party’s history, he said in an in-
terview with The Daily Iowan Oct. 25.

With fewer than 100 days before the Iowa 
caucuses, the Iowa Democratic Party is work-
ing on ways to increase participation at the 
2020 caucuses and make them more acces-
sible, which Price expects to lead to higher 
turnout.

The Iowa caucuses have long faced crit-
icism that they aren’t accessible and dis-
courage participation. In 2008, the highest 
turnout year for the Democratic caucus, 16 
percent of eligible Iowa voters participated in 
the caucuses while 54 percent of New Hamp-
shire voters participated in the state’s prima-
ry elections the same year.

One major change coming to the 2020 cau-
cuses is the addition of satellite caucuses, or 
caucuses that will be held outside of the reg-
ular precinct sites, including out-of-state and 
international locations where there is a high 
number of Iowa residents. The Iowa Demo-
cratic Party opened applications, which are 
available on its website, for satellite caucuses 
Oct. 18.

The application asks for detailed informa-
tion about the potential site, including Wi-
Fi availability, numbers of tables and chairs, 

Making horror: A look 
into haunted house 
makeup
How do haunted houses take 
everyday people and transform 
them into creatures that haunt 
your dreams? The Daily Iowan 
spoke with makeup artists and ac-
tors from Scream Acres about the 
process of turning regular people 
and making them into monsters. 
80 HOURS, 3B

UISG and GPSG write 
postcards to drive change
UISG and GPSG have teamed-up 
with Hawkeye Caucus to launch a 
postcard campaign to emphasize 
the importance of student con-
cerns in the state Legislature.

Nationwide donates $1 
million to Tippie to honor 
retiring dean
In honor of its retiring CEO, 
Nationwide Insurance is donating 
$1 million to the UI Tippie College 
of Business. The fund will create 
scholarships for first-generation 
students and diversity initiatives 
within the college.  

Kemerer solidifies spot at 
174-pounds
After being sidelined in 2018-19 
with both knee and shoulder 
surgery, Michael Kemerer is ready 
to provide a spark for Iowa’s 
lineup in the weight class that has 
already brought him two All-Amer-
ican honors.

Spencer Lee gears up for 
both collegiate and inter-
national competition
Spencer Lee is throwing his hat in 
the ring for a chance to compete 
at the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Sum-
mer Games next August, and in-
stead of taking a redshirt, he will 
compete alongside his teammates 
for an NCAA team title. 

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

Connecting police
and the community

Hopes for high 
caucus turnout

SEE WITCHING HOUR, 2A

Witching Hour fest 
to strike Iowa City
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SEE CAUCUS, 2A

Inviting a plethora of artists for one weekend, the Witching Hour 
Festival will return to Iowa City for its fifth iteration.

BY RACHEL STEIL
rachel-steil@uiowa.edu

In her office between the gym and the ping-
pong tables, the new Iowa City police Commu-
nity Outreach Assistant Daisy Torres works in 
an office at the Robert A. Lee Community Rec 
Center behind a door covered in welcome deco-
rations.

The police recently revamped a previous posi-
tion as the community outreach assistant to im-

prove the department’s relationship with com-
munity members, including working closely with 
groups who may be apprehensive of the police. 
A little over a month ago, Torres joined the Iowa 
City police to build and refocus this position.

“[The new position] is more focused on com-
munity and organization collaboration,” Torres 
said.

Iowa City police public-information officer 
Sgt. Derek Frank said the position used to be a 
combination of a community service officer and 

a community outreach assistant. However, the 
department has since decided it’s time to rethink 
the purpose of the position.

“We wanted to really focus on making connec-
tions in the community, building relationships 
in the community, and the marketing of the po-
lice department,” Frank said.

As a nonsworn officer, Torres serves as a link 
between the police department and the Iowa 

UI alum Daisy Torres works in a role that the Iowa City police redesigned to better focus on 
community outreach and community connections.

SEE POLICE, 2A

After the applications for 
satellite caucuses were 
released this month, the Iowa 
Democratic Party Chair said 
the party is working to improve 
accessibility and increase 
participation.

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Here Lies Man performs at Gabe's as part of the Witching Hour Festival on Oct. 12, 2018. Former member of Afrobeat 
collective Antibalas Marcos Garcia released his first project for Here Lies Man in 2017. 
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For weekends 
during the month 
of October, 
everyday people 
transform into 
terrifying 
monsters of 
the night, for 
the sake of 
the scare.

THE WEEKEND IN ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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Get  updates about local arts & enter-
tainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on Thursdays to 
hear about this weekend in arts & 
entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan and included in 
our online calendar? To submit a listing, visit dailyiowan.com/
pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Photo by katie goodale/the daily iowan

80 HOURS

Making a monster

Page 3b

3A

5A

8A

8A



and parking availability. 
The form also includes a 
section affirming that the 
site meets Americans with 
Disabilities Act compliance 
requirements.

The state party original-
ly planned to have a virtu-
al-caucusing option where 
people could indicate their 
preference by phone, but 
the Democratic National 
Committee rejected those 
plans in August because of 
security concerns.

Price said the satellite 
caucuses will expand par-
ticipation and bring people 
usually unable to caucus in-
to the process.

“We don’t know exactly 
what the turnout is going to 
look like until we see what 
the applications are that 

are coming in,” Price said. 
“But I’m confident that this 
process will capture some 
of those folks that wouldn’t 
otherwise be able to get 
there.”

Anne Matte, the commu-
nication and voting-out-
reach coordinator for Dis-
ability Rights Iowa, said 
she has concerns around 
the efficacy of the satellite 
caucus in increasing partic-
ipation among people with 
disabilities.

Matte said the satel-
lite-caucus application is 
too vague and doesn’t clear-
ly outline expectations for 
hosting a caucus or what 
would disqualify an appli-
cant. The application itself 
can also be difficult to fill 
out for people with disabili-
ties, she said.

In the interview, Price 
said the factors that will in-
fluence a site’s approval are 
still in discussion.

“This is the first time 
we’ve done it, especially at 
this scale,” Price said. “And 
so we’re waiting. I think a 
lot of it will just depend on 
what the applications look 
like when they come in.”

Another major concern 
of Disability Rights Iowa 
is that the Iowa Democrat-
ic Party has not yet hired a 
DNC-mandated accessibil-
ity director or accessibility 
organizers. Price said the 
party is in the process of 
hiring the disability staff 
and will be involved in re-
viewing applications.

“Let’s get going. Let’s get 
this caucus accessibility 
director hired,” said Jane 
Hudson, the executive di-
rector of Disability Rights 
Iowa. “We’re now only 
three months to the cau-
cuses. And there really does 
need to be a written process 
for looking at the request 
for the satellite caucuses… 

We don’t know why they’re 
dragging their feet.”

Price said the party is in 
talks with public transit 
and other transportation 
organizations around the 
state to facilitate rides to 
caucus sites. The party is 
also ensuring each cau-
cus site is ADA accessible 
and makes changes when 
needed.

The party has a re-
quest-for-accommodation 
form available for people 
who need special requests 
as well, which will allow 
people to request resourc-
es such as American Sign 
Language interpreters and 
closed captions.

“We really do think these 
are going to be our best 
caucuses yet,” Price said. 
“Our highest turnout was 
239,000 back in 2008. Right 
now, I think we’ll exceed 
that. By how much, we 
don’t know yet.”

Lessing was asked to be a 
part of the program earlier 
in the year, leaping at the 
opportunity once she real-
ized she’ll be working with 
people who she greatly ad-

mires. Previously working 
at the Art Institute of Chi-
cago and the Nelson-Atkins 
Museum of Art before mov-
ing to Iowa City, Lessing 
said she enjoyed seeing how 
a younger generation has 
curated the festival. 

“It's been interesting for 
me as an educator to have 
watched the way that stu-

dents have changed over the 
last 25 years,” she said. “As 
the millennial generation 
has kind of come into its 
own and now is out in the 
world as professionals, they 
are breaking down disci-
plinary barriers in ways that 
I think are really great.”

Lessing said she’s inter-
ested in museums as col-

laborative spaces, with the 
work of the museum being 
depend on the audience's 
interest. 

“I hope that the really 
rich, engaging conversa-
tions that happen at Witch-
ing Hour every year are also 
happening in the space of 
the museum,” she said. “If 
I can begin to pave a road 
like that, that's what I would 
want to do.”

Aside from appearanc-
es by Iowa City residents, 
visiting artists will also be 
showcasing their work.

Aaron Mader, a producer 
for the rap group Shred-
ders, will make an appear-
ance with his bandmates at 
Gabe’s on Saturday. 

Before getting involved 
with the hip-hop project, 
Mader was in an indie-rock 
band The Plastic Constella-
tions during the ‘90s, fre-
quently playing gigs in Iowa 
City. 

“I have a huge soft spot 
for Iowa City, especially for 
Gabe’s,” he said. “It’s been a 
sweet ride. We never totally 
blew up, but it’s been really 
cool to make this music.”

As opposed to his last 
band, Shredders has al-
lowed Mader to create fast-
er-paced, up-tempo rap 
music. Feeling that most 
hip-hop music is too slow, 

Mader wanted to create 
songs where his listeners 
could freely dance and enjoy 
the vibes of his sound. 

Returning to Gabe’s after 
several years, Mader said 
he’s excited to see how the 
building changed since his 
last visit, recalling how it 
used to have rickety stairs 
covered in ice whenever his 
band moved their equip-
ment during the winter. 

“I anticipate a su-
per-sweaty, dark rager, 
probably with some drinks 
involved,” Mader said. 

Smith said the festival 
will be worthwhile for any-

one considering attending, 
helping them further un-
derstand the artistic pro-
cess.

“It’s got something for 
everybody,” Smith said. 
“It’s focused on the process 
rather than specific perfor-
mances. I think absolutely 
anybody can benefit from 
thinking through their 
work, whatever it may be.”

City community. Torres’ re-
sponsibilities include rep-
resenting the department 
at community events and 
meetings, managing social 
media, and developing con-
nections and trust between 
police and civilians.

“They have given me the 
go-ahead to make the po-
sition what I want,” Torres 
said. “I always try to fill [the 
day] up with different com-
munity events or meeting 
with different people.”

Torres said sometimes 
people are more receptive 
to a nonsworn officer who is 
out of uniform — which can 
make the concept of police 
less intimidating.

“I try to highlight the dif-
ferent services the [police 
department] has,” Torres 
said. “I will get [the commu-
nity’s] information back to 
the people who need to see it 
and hear about it.”

Torres said she is com-
mitted to clearing up any 
uncertainty about what the 
police department provides 
for Iowa City. Torres said 
various communities can 
perceive the department in 

different ways.
“There is still this hesita-

tion toward police,” Torres 
said. “I have gotten to work 
with a few immigrant com-
munities now, and some of 
them have past experiences 
with the police or law en-
forcement in their countries 
where they are more sol-
dier-like or militaristic.”

Before assuming the role 
of community outreach as-
sistant for the Iowa City 
police, Torres attended 
the University of Iowa and 
worked as a student securi-
ty officer with the UI Pub-
lic Safety Department. She 
also interned with the Iowa 

City police.
“[Torres] was a very good 

leader, great work ethic,” UI 
Public Safety Department 
Security Supervisor Beau 
Hartsock said. “We knew she 
was going to do something 
special when her college ca-
reer was done.”

Torres said her time as a 
student security officer at 
the UI prepared her for her 
new position with the Iowa 
City police.

“A lot of the experiences I 
got [at the UI] really helped,” 
Torres said. “I worked a lot 
on my people skills and net-
working in general.”

Frank said Torres brings 

connections and a diverse 
perspective to the table. He 
added that Torres will help 
the police department fos-
ter healthy relationships 
within Iowa City’s diverse 
population.

“The thing that really 
jumped out to me and to 
[the Iowa City police] when 
we did the interview process 
and things that we learned 
when she was an intern 
[with the Iowa City police] 

was all the connections that 
she already has in the com-
munity and with the school,” 
Frank said.

Both Frank and Hartsock 
expressed pride in Torres’ 
accomplishments. Frank 
said Torres has hit the 
ground running, and Hart-
sock said it has been reward-
ing to see Torres grow.

“[The position] has been 
fun,” Torres said. “It is defi-
nitely fulfilling so far.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF
STORM WATER DISCHARGE

Ryan Companies plans to submit a Notice of Intent to the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources to be covered under the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit No.2 "Storm Water 
Discharge Associated with Industrial Activity for Construction Activities." 
The storm water discharge will be from construction activities at 2500 
Heinz Road, Iowa City, Ia.  Construction will include grading, paving, and 
on-site utilities for additional parking lots at noted address. The Public 
Lands Survey location is Township T79N, Range R6W, Section 24, SW in 
Johnson County. Storm water will be discharged from 1 point source and 
will be discharged into the following streams: unnamed tributaries of 
Snyder Creeek.

Comments may be submitted to the Storm Water Discharge Coordinator, 
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, Environmental Protection 
Division, 502 East 9th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319-0034. The public may 
review the Notice of Intent from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the above address after it has been received by the Department.

NO COVER
9PM - 1AM

• • • THURSDAY • • •

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Artifacts owner Todd Thelen is seen folding vintage carpets in Artifacts in Iowa City on Wednesday. Artifacts is a local thrift store where people bring 
in unwanted goods to be refurbished and resold. 

FOLDED UP MEMORIES

POLICE             
FROM FRONT

WITCHING HOUR            
FROM FRONT

CAUCUS            
FROM FRONT

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Models walk for the Unique 3 Alley Fashion show behind the Englert Theater during the Witching Hour Festival 
on Oct. 12, 2018. The local brand Born Leaders United, created by Andre Wright, debuted its new streetwear line 
"Unseen.”



BY GRETCHEN LENTH
gretchen-lenth@uiowa.edu

Iowa organizations are look-
ing to become leaders in new 
forms of education such as 
artificial intelligence and aug-
mented reality with innovative 
techniques such as “EdTech,” or 
Education Technology.

Adam Keune, co-founder of 
educational software company 
Higher Learning Technology, 
said he sees “Iowa nice” as a 
double-edged sword. While the 
down-to-earth, helpful nature 
of Iowans is what helped his 
company take off years ago, he 
said it has also been the state’s 
downfall.

“People from Iowa tend to be 
very humble, so they aren’t the 
type to brag about being good 
at stuff. But at the same time, 
we need to make people aware 
that there is a great ecosystem 
here for startups that are inter-
ested in changing education,” 
Keune said.

To shine a light on Iowa’s 
hidden advantages, the Iowa 
Economic Development Au-
thority recently funded a report 
by research company TECon-
omy. The report supplied four 
strategies that could add up-
wards of 1,000 EdTech sector 
jobs in Iowa, if implemented.

The first goal emphasizes 
collaboration and networking. 

In an effort to fulfill this goal, 
the Iowa Innovation Coun-
cil was created, co-chaired by 
Keune. Members of the coun-
cil include state universities, 
the Department of Education, 
businesses such as the ACT 
and several younger technology 
startups.

“[The Iowa Innovation 
Council] helps us to come to-
gether and share assets, share 
insights, and ultimately work 
together to advance this partic-
ular initiative,” said Tom Banta, 
director of strategic growth for 
the Iowa City Area Develop-
ment Group.

A primary focus of the coun-
cil is the creation of an EdTech 
incubator — the Iowa Educa-
tion Technology Startup Accel-
erator. Ada Woo, senior direc-
tor of strategy implementation 
for ACTNext, said this startup 
is one way the council hopes to 
grow the EdTech ecosystem.

“Anyone that has a good idea 
about EdTech, or a new tech 
company, is eligible to apply to 
the startup accelerator,” Woo 
said.

As the other co-chair of the 
council, Woo and a group of 
other leaders in the incubation 
process will go on to evaluate 
what technologies are most 
promising or could use the help 
of the incubator the most.

“There’s no shortage of 

technologies out there, but 
how many of them actually 
work, and what kind of rigor 
or process can we put around 
the evaluation of these kind of 
technologies?” Banta said.

That’s where the incubator’s 
job comes in, Banta added.

Depending on their im-
plementation, new educa-
tion technologies developed 
through the incubator hold the 
potential to create personalized 
education experiences, Woo 
said.

“In classroom learning, of-
ten times you see one teacher 
teaching a class full of kids, 
and [they] will only be able to 
tailor [their] content for the 
kids in the middle,” Woo said. 
“Kids who are doing really well 
or lagging behind may not get 
the personalized attention that 
they need.”

But the startup is still in its 
early stages, Woo said, and new 
technologies aren’t quite ready 
for the classroom. The council 
is currently reviewing applica-
tions to create a cohort of the 
most promising applicants by 
early 2020.

There is no “one size fits all” 
when it comes to education, 
Keune said, adding that the 
future of individualized educa-
tion begins with the diversity of 
perspectives involved in devel-
oping it. The Iowa Innovation 

Council is invaluable for this 
very reason, he said.

“Education is always a prior-
ity for the state of Iowa,” Keune 
said. “Once we get this initia-
tive off the ground and rolling, 
we’re going to keep the tradi-
tion going of creating great 
places for students to learn.”
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Sunday,
November 3

3:00 pm

Shambaugh
Auditorium

125 W Washington St.
Iowa City

Understanding and Responding
to Our Polarized Politics:
A Christian Perspecive

Geneva Campus Ministry 
presents University of 
Iowa Associate Professor 
Cary Covington. Join us 
for a lecture on how the 
church and Christians can 
engage amid strife and 
con�ict in our culture.  

Students write postcards to drive legislative change
University of Iowa Student Government and Graduate and Professional Student Government partnered with Hawkeye 

Caucus to send postcards to state legislators to voice student concerns of higher-education funding and medical amnesty.

BY RACHEL STEIL
rachel-steil@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa Stu-
dent Government and 
Graduate and Professional 
Student Government part-
nered with Hawkeye Caucus 
this fall to launch a postcard 
campaign advocating for 
legislation that benefits stu-
dents.

Each year, UISG and 
GPSG take advantage of the 
increased effectiveness of 
sending postcards rather 
than emails before lawmak-
ers head to Des Moines for 
the January legislative ses-
sion, GPSG President Dex-
ter Golinghorst said.

“The postcard campaign 
is a long-standing tradition 
in student government,” 
Golinghorst said. “It is an 
opportunity for students 
to engage with [legislators] 
and kind of get an early feel 
for advocacy and govern-
ment relations.”

GPSG Government Rela-
tions Chair Paul Esker said 
it’s important for lawmak-
ers to recognize the UI stu-
dents’ voices.

“We want to share stu-
dents’ firsthand stories 
with members of the Iowa 
Legislature,” Esker said in 
an email to The Daily Iowan. 
“We’re hoping to demon-
strate how important the 
University of Iowa is for the 
state of Iowa.”

Golinghorst mentioned 
that the postcards are a low-

cost, low-commitment way 
to give UI students a face 
and a voice in the state Leg-
islature. He also noted that 
the postcards create a more 
personal connection be-
tween the students and leg-
islators, while emails tend 
to get lost in inboxes.

“If we are sending them 
a physical postcard, they 
are grabbing it out of 
their mailbox, and it is in 
their hand,” Golinghorst 
said.

Golinghorst and Esker 
both said one of the main 
points GPSG is advocating 
for is funding. Golinghorst 
said GPSG is asking for 
the appropriations that the 
state Board of Regents re-
quested.

“By sharing stories about 
the impact that a [UI] edu-
cation has on its students, 
we hope legislators feel ex-
cited about voting to appro-
priate funds to the Univer-
sity of Iowa during the 2020 
legislative session,” Esker 
said.

Golinghorst also said 
GPSG is working to high-
light the importance of re-
tention in areas such as the 
health sciences.

“An issue that we are try-
ing to work with legislators 
on is the retention of some 
of our graduate/profession-
al students in needed short-
age areas,” Golinghorst 
said.

UISG Governmental Re-
lations Director Connor 

Wooff said UISG is focusing 
its postcard campaign on 
medical amnesty.

“It is really a pivotal year 
for medical amnesty and 
whether we pass it or not,” 
Wooff said.

Wooff said medical am-
nesty has been on the UISG 
legislative agenda for about 

five years.
“Essentially, [medical am-

nesty] is a law that would 
grant limited legal immuni-
ty to underage people in al-
cohol related emergencies,” 
Wooff said.

The medical amnesty law 
exists in 41 states, and Iowa 
is one of the nine that hav-

en’t yet adopted the legis-
lation. Wooff said Iowa is 
the only state in the Mid-
west that has not approved 
medical amnesty. At the UI, 
medical amnesty exists for 
on-campus incidents, but 
not for off-campus situa-
tions, Wooff said.

Golinghorst emphasized 

the importance of UI stu-
dent-government bodies 
keeping the postcard cam-
paigns and issues advocated 
for as nonpartisan as possi-
ble.

“Our agendas are always 
fairly nonpartisan,” Goling-
horst said. “We are just ad-
vocating for student needs.”

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
A postcard sits on a table outside the Old Capitol Senate Chambers on Tuesday. During a Faculty Senate meeting, members were given cards and encouraged to 
write to elected officials about the importance of higher-education funding.

Iowa organizations look 
to innovate in EdTech

Iowa universities, government organizations, and tech businesses alike have 
banded together as members of the Iowa Innovation Council — a group formed 

with the mission of advancing Iowa as a landmark EdTech state. 

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
The ACT sign is seen outside of the ACT Headquarters on March 5, 2018. 
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COLUMN

In our political landscape, 
climate change is the most 
critical issue, yet it is the 
most neglected.

Iowa City is home to a 
major university and has a 
front-row seat to presiden-
tial campaigns. Knowing 
this, we should be an extraor-
dinary example of activism. 
However, University of Io-
wa students and faculty are 
heavily lacking in their ef-
forts against climate change, 
and we need to recognize the 
inaction.

When Swedish climate ac-
tivist Greta Thunberg came 
to Iowa City Oct. 4 to lead a 
climate strike with City High 
students, the UI communi-
ty gladly took to downtown 
streets alongside City High 
students to welcome this 16 
year old, who is a globally 
recognized figure in the con-
versation on climate action.

Massimo Biggers, a key 
leader to the Iowa City Cli-
mate Strikers, and I have 
remained consistently in 
communication about the 
UI’s lack of response to the 
climate strikes since Thun-
berg’s visit.

“We have to strike. Our 
house is on fire,” Biggers 
said. “If you’re a UI student 
leader or faculty, and you’re 
still sitting at your panels 
and committees and not con-

fronting the UI’s burning of 
coal, then you’re probably 
part of the problem, too.”

He emphasized the need 
for continued public pres-
sure and demonstration 
from individuals in the 
community.

“Our students, whether 
they be in college or in high 
school, will have no future 
if they don’t act to save our 
planet,” Biggers said.

Since that particular 
strike, I expected Thunberg’s 
presence in Iowa City to not 
only give momentum to the 
climate-strike movement 
within City High, but also 
within the UI community. 
When I spoke with UI stu-
dent Maddie Patterson, an 
activist working with the Io-
wa City climate strikers, she 
said that impact is almost 
nonexistent.

“Obviously, college stu-
dents know how to talk about 
climate change and want to, 
but they won’t show up,” Pat-
terson said.

When I asked her about 
the UI students who are and 
have been involved with the 
Iowa City climate strikes, she 
gave me a weak smile.

“It’s actually just me,” she 
said. “I share information 
about the strikes with as ma-
ny friends as I can, as often 
I can, but when Friday morn-
ings come, I’m the only UI 
student present.”

As a student myself, I found 
this incredibly surprising and 
a little embarrassing.

Of course, some groups at 
the UI have made meaning-
ful progress. The joint reso-
lution UI Student and Gradu-
ate and Professional Student 
Governments declaring a 
climate emergency shows the 

student body wants action to 
address the urgency of the is-
sue. And it’s not as if the UI 
has been completely silent. 
Senior Vice President of UI 
Finance and Operations Rod 
Lehnertz told The Daily Iowan 
that the UI is committed to 
ending its coal use by 2025 
and is exploring ways to pos-
sibly end its use of coal soon-
er. However, these actions 
are too passive in light of the 
climate crisis Iowa City and 
the world face.

Wanting to connect with 
an adult leader, I also spoke 

with Sheila Zeithamel. She’s 
a UI alum working with the 
Iowa City climate strikers as 
well as the Sunrise Movement 
in Cedar Rapids, a group that 
has pushed for local legisla-
tive changes to fight climate 
change for years.

We talked about the absence 
of the UI’s voice in these orga-
nized campaigns. While both 
the Iowa City City Council and 
City High have declared a cli-
mate emergency, the UI has 
chosen to remain silent.

“There seems to be no in-
ternal motivation within the 

university to take the oppor-
tunity to lead these conversa-
tions and these changes with 
climate change,” Zeithamel 
said. “The university’s moti-
vation is meant to be the fu-
ture of their students.”

She also said the UI has a 
responsibility to use its role 
in the Iowa City community 
to promote climate action.

“I would want to give the 
university the floor, because 
they need to speak for them-
selves. They have the largest 
floor in this conversation. 
It’s disheartening for them 

to do nothing,” Zeithamel 
said.

This lack of an internal 
motivation is apparent in the 
UI community, not just the 
administrative heads. Partic-
ularly in comparison with the 
achievements of City High, 
the UI community — students 
and faculty alike — is largely 
absent in open conversation 
and public demonstration.

We have to be willing to 
physically act in saving our 
planet from climate change. 
If you do not and I do not, 
then we all fail.

UI community needs more climate action
The loudest voices in the conversation about climate change should be Iowa City’s college students and professors — but it’s not.
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I came to the Universi-
ty of Iowa because I loved 
how embedded the school 
is within the Iowa City com-
munity. As a born and bred 
Iowan, I liked the idea of 
staying close to home and 
attending a public univer-
sity dedicated to improving 
the lives of Iowans such as 
myself. But nearly two-and-
a-half years into my under-
graduate education, I worry 
that the school I attend is 
not reaching its full poten-
tial for giving back to the 
community I love.

The UI is a Research-1 
institution and massive 
employer, contributing $6 
billion annually to the Iowa 
economy and providing one 
in 30 jobs statewide. This is 

not insignificant. Undeni-
ably, the state is better be-
cause of our school. But late-
ly, it seems the UI is focused 
solely on cutting budgets 
and eliminating programs 
not netting a profit. 

This need not be the case. 
Disinvestment in communi-
ty-oriented programs may 
have an adverse effect and 
end up costing more in the 
long run.

The UI has just announced 
the closure of the Office of 
Outreach and Engagement, 
an entity which provided 
up to 4,000 students the op-
portunity to participate in 
more than 100 applied ser-
vice projects. It also housed 
the Iowa Initiative for Sus-
tainable Communities grant 

program, which brought 
economic development and 
planning tools to localities 
across the state. 

While the closure is said 
to come in a way that ex-
pands overall outreach by 
transitioning responsibility 
to the colleges and deans, I 
fear that having no central-
ized location or specified 
funding to continue ser-
vice learning or experien-
tial opportunities will leave 
community outreach and 

engagement efforts on the 
back-burner.

And this isn’t the only 
example of such efforts by 

the administration to pivot 
from community service to 
save money — remember the 
battle for the Labor Center? 
Failure to prioritize centers 
and offices focused on ser-
vice and engagement harms 
not only Iowans who benefit 
from the programs across 
the state, but also students 
wishing to learn and grow 

through experiential learn-
ing, and the university’s 
statewide reputation. Civic 
engagement makes for ex-
cellent public relations. 

By serving Iowa commu-
nities, the UI gets its name 
and mission out across the 
state. It attracts funding 
from state legislators and 
attention from high school-
ers making decisions about 
where to come for school. 
With a looming enrollment 
cliff, the administration 
must prioritize departments 
and offices that maximize 
statewide impact and attrac-
tiveness to future Hawkeyes 
in order to keep up with fu-
ture budget shortfalls.

The UI must be a place 
where each student is in-

stilled with the principle of 
civic engagement and en-
couraged to actively partic-
ipate and serve in the com-
munities in which we reside. 
As the work of community 
outreach and engagement 
transitions to the colleges, 
the administration and Path 
Forward committee must 
be transparent and relent-
less in the promotion of this 
work as vital to our universi-
ty’s mission. 

The UI is indispensable to 
this state I love, and its full 
potential for civic engage-
ment should be recognized 
and prioritized.

— Jocelyn Roof
UI junior
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Citizens participate in the Iowa City climate strike protest on Sept. 20.

The lack of focused efforts dedicated to community involvement and outreach may hurt the UI’s effectiveness in Iowa City.

‘Disinvestment in community-oriented programs 
may have an adverse effect and end up costing 

more in the long run.’

BY AJ BOULUND

BECCA BRIGHT
rebecca-bright@uiowa.edu



BY ANNIE FITZPATRICK 
anne-fitzpatrick@uiowa.edu

“Comigo,” or the Portuguese 
phrase for “with me,” is a new 
web platform made for college 
students to find cross-campus 
collaborators and aims to make 
creative projects an easier feat 
for the University of Iowa stu-
dent body.

The idea for the platform 
came to its creator and spring 
2018 UI graduate Isabel Reed 
after using the dating app Tin-
der in an attempt to organize 
a group of actors for her short-
film series. As a former UI psy-
chology student, Reed said she 
found herself surrounded by 
the same people in her major, 
which made it hard to find col-
laborators for her creative pas-
sions in film.

After failed attempts to reach 
out to the theater department 
and various film professors, 
Reed said she eventually turned 
to Tinder.

“In the last few short at-
tempts to kind of solve that 
problem and still be able to 
move forward with my proj-
ect, I actually made a Tinder 
account and tried to recruit 
students through that — and it 
worked,” Reed said.

Reed said she was kicked off 
of Tinder after using the app 
too much for networking and 
fundraising reasons. But her 
initial need for the app led her 
to realize that a creative-net-
working outlet for students was 
missing on campus, making it 

difficult to collaborate with stu-
dents outside of their own pro-
grams of study. With that, she 
began to create Comigo.

From passion projects to side 
hustles or anything in between, 
Reed said the web platform 
is catered to projects ranging 
from ideas to full-blown start-
ups years in the making. No 
matter the current state of a 
project, she said, Comigo can 
help its users find collaborators 
and grow an idea.

“Basically, the idea is when 
you join Comigo, you join as a 
collaborator, so you can browse 
around to find projects that in-
terest you,” Reed said. “And if 
nothing interests you, no prob-
lem. But if you find something 
you can reach out to them and 
join their project.”

Isabelle teDuits, busi-
ness-development strategist 
for Comigo, joined the startup 
through an internship posting 
on HandShake. She helps Reed 

with social-media organization 
and community and campus 
engagement. This, Reed and 
teDuits said, is currently the 
most important part of Comi-
go.

While marketing Comigo 
has proven to be challenging, 
teDuits said, it is important 
to make students aware of 
the platform and how diverse 
teams expand the possibilities 
of projects.

“We need to have diverse 

teams, and diverse groups of 
people with different ideas, dif-
ferent backgrounds, everything 
like that to be able to come to-
gether and really work, and 
Comigo allows for that to hap-
pen,” teDuits said.

Reed said she created Comi-
go in a way that allows students 
and collaborators to form 
teams and network in a more 
casual and approachable way.

“Where LinkedIn really suc-
ceeds in professionalism, being 

serious, and formality … we 
value coming as you are, being 
authentic, being creative, build-
ing things, breaking things, 
working together,” Reed said.

UI senior Jade Peterson was 
connected to Comigo after 
meeting Reed at the John Pap-
pajohn Entrepreneurial Cen-
ter’s founders club. Peterson 
said, like Reed, she started her 
own business creating comedy 
shows for kids.

After hearing about Comigo, 
Peterson posted job opportuni-
ties for students across campus 
to participate in her shows. 
Peterson said finding the right 
people has been the biggest 
struggle for her business, so 
she is looking forward to how 
Comigo can help.

Peterson said beyond just 
her own project, Comigo is a 
great opportunity for the UI 
student body.

“As a business student, I 
have a lot of interests outside 
business ... and I never really 
had the opportunity to expand 
outside my business focus ...  so 
this platform is a great oppor-
tunity to provide you better col-
laboration across campus and 
departments,” she said.

Without taking a risk, Pe-
terson added, she would have 
never started her own business, 
so Comigo helps students make 
that leap and challenge them-
selves creatively.

“The biggest thing is peo-
ple have to put themselves out 
there, take risks, and be un-
comfortable,” Peterson said.

THE DAILY IOWAN  |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2019 NEWS 5A 

Nationwide donates to Tippie to create scholarship
Nationwide Insurance recently donated $1 million to the University of Iowa Tippie College of Business

in honor of the organization’s retiring CEO Steve Rasmussen, a UI alum.

BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

Nationwide Insurance 
aims to give back to students 
seeking careers in finance and 
insurance through a major 
donation to the University of 
Iowa Tippie College of Busi-
ness.

To honor retiring CEO 
Steve Rasmussen, a UI alum, 
Nationwide recently gifted 
Tippie $1 million to create a 
scholarship in his name.

Rasmussen announced his 
retirement at a reception in 
Des Moines in August, the 
same time that the Nation-
wide Board of Directors an-
nounced its donation to Tip-
pie in his name.

The fund will provide finan-
cial support for aspiring busi-
ness students in Tippie, and 

the Tippie Society will induct 
Rasmussen as recognition for 
the gift, Nationwide associate 
vice president Joe Case wrote 
in an email to The Daily Iowan.

“He and Nationwide feel 
strongly about giving back to 
the communities and institu-
tions where we live and work,” 
Case said.

The Board of Directors al-
lowed Rasmussen to decide 
how the money is used at the 
university, Senior Associate 
Dean Amy Kristof-Brown 
said. The funds will go toward 
scholarships for first-gener-
ation and underrepresented 
students, she added.

Once Rasmussen official-
ly retires, he will take more 
charge of the funding and 
criteria and may decide to 
specify the scholarship go to 
students studying finance 

and insurance, Kristof-Brown 
said.

The scholarships will be 
available to undergraduate 
students, but the college may 
discuss the possibility of ex-
panding it to graduate stu-
dents with Rasmussen, Kris-
tof-Brown said. The funds 
may also be used for diversity 

initiatives within Tippie in-
volving the development of 
programming and mentor-
ship, she said.

“Anytime we have [alums] 
who want to give back and 
find a way to be appreciative 
of the educational experienc-
es that they received at Tippie, 
it’s a wonderful way for them 

to pay that forward so that 
new students can have some 
of those same advantages,” 
Kristof-Brown said.

There’s been a recent push 
to bring new people into the 
insurance industry, she said. 
Nationwide has worked on its 
own diversity initiatives, Kris-
tof-Brown said, so this scholar-
ship might be seen as a way to 
do that at the collegiate level.

While Rasmussen was a 
student, one of his mentors 
was Emmett Vaughan — ep-
onym of the Vaughan In-
stitute, a Tippie insurance 
risk-management group — 
said Shelly Mott, UI Center 
for Advancement director of 
development.

Nationwide has been sup-
portive of the Vaughan In-
stitute in the past, and Mott 
has worked with them in the 

gifting process, she said. The 
organization has previously 
supported faculty within the 
Vaughan Institute, she added.

The relationship Tippie has 
with Nationwide is beneficial 
for students since they could 
hire graduates of the college, 
she said.

Even though Rasmussen 
is not directly donating the 
money, he will be able to 
participate like other donors 
and meet with students who 
receive the scholarship, Mott 
said.

“Having that relationship, 
having that support, that con-
nection with people within 
a lot of the insurance com-
panies, is very important be-
cause that’s ultimately where 
students are needing to be 
employed within the indus-
try,” Mott said.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
The Pappajohn Business Building is seen on March 11.

Alum’s web platform aims to foster creativity
Comigo, a web platform created by University of Iowa graduate Isabel Reed, is now live on campus.

The platform encourages creative collaboration among students and allows them to work outside their areas of study.

Photo illustration by Emily Wangen

‘Having that relationship, having that support, 
that connection with people within a lot of the 

insurance companies, is very important because 
that’s ultimately where students are needing to 

be employed within the industry.’
— Shelly Mott, UI Center of Advancement 

director of development



Offense — Wide Receivers

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu 

What was once the weakest 
link of the Iowa offense now is 
its deepest and most impact-
ful unit.

Receiving corps under head 
coach Kirk Ferentz have — in 
most cases — not been the 
go-to threats on offense. Typ-
ically, those would include a 
dominant ground attack or an 

NFL-caliber tight end to target.
Now, Iowa’s wide receivers are 

the standouts on what has been 
a struggling Hawkeye offense.

Juniors Brandon Smith and 
Ihmir Smith-Marsette are the 
best of the very deep position 
group. Smith has proven him-
self as one of quarterback Na-
te Stanley’s favorite targets. 
Standing at 6-2 and possessing 
the ability to go up and over 
any defender, Smith is always a 
threat in the passing game.

Smith-Marsette is a big play 
waiting to happen. Whether 
it be a one-handed catch or 
blazing by the defense for a 
long touchdown reception, 
Smith-Marsette brings an 
electricity to the Iowa offense 
that the rest of the unit has 
lacked at times.

Younger players in the re-

ceiving corps also contribute 
to the group’s depth and over-
all talent.

Redshirt freshman Nico 
Ragaini and Tyrone Tracy have 
each made plays when their 
numbers have been called upon 
this season. Ragaini has emerged 
as a security blanket over the 
middle of the field for Stanley, 
while Tracy showcased the dan-
ger he presents opposing de-
fenses with on his elusive 50-yard 
catch-and-run for a touchdown 
against Northwestern.

Throw in Michigan transfer 
and Iowa City native Oliver 
Martin — who has been pro-
ductive in his limited action 
on the field this season — and 
Iowa’s wide receivers are deep, 
talented, and the most dan-
gerous unit on the Hawkeye 
offense.

Defense - Secondary

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

If I could choose the whole 
defense, I would. After all, Iowa 
ranks third in the nation, giving 
up just 10.1 points per game.

But I can’t. 
So instead, I’ll go with a unit 

that has been a huge key for 
the Hawkeyes in recent years 
and continues to be in 2019: the 
secondary.

While the entire Iowa defense 
has impressed this season, the 
secondary has stood out over the 
stacked defensive line and con-
sistent linebacker corps.

The Hawkeyes currently sit at 
No. 12 in passing defense in col-
lege football, allowing only 178.1 
passing yards per game.

Iowa has held opposing 
teams to under 150 passing 
yards in five of its eight games 
this season, including 47 
against Rutgers on Sept. 7.

The only times the Hawkeyes 
didn’t keep teams under that 
mark came in the season-open-
er against Miami (Ohio) and 
against pass-heavy Iowa State 
and Purdue squads.

A lot of that is thanks to safety 
Geno Stone and cornerback Mi-
chael Ojemudia.

In the early part of the sea-

son — when the secondary was 
riddled with injury — Stone and 
Ojemudia served as anchors 
when the Hawkeyes desperately 
needed them.

Ojemudia has racked up two 
interceptions this season, and 
Stone has one while stringing 
together plenty of NFL-caliber 
plays over the past few weeks.

Even when starting corner-
back Matt Hankins was forced 
out of the lineup with an inju-
ry, D.J. Johnson grew up fast to 
help the secondary keep things 
under control.

And when Riley Moss came 
back from injury against Purdue, 
he picked off a pass on his second 
play in the game.

The secondary is full of play-
makers, and it’s shown that 
throughout the season, no mat-
ter the external circumstances.
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DI Pregame Editor Pete Ruden and Assistant Sports Editor Robert Read discuss Iowa’s most productive position groups.

 Wide receivers, secondary 
lead the way for the Hawkeyes 

ACROSS
 1 Cos. with many connections
 5 Bother persistently
11 Penn on screen
14 Dermatological problem
15 Ornamental shrub
16 Lupino with a 47-year film career
17 Employs
19 Catch in the act
20 Not in feet, say
21 1985 Phil Collins hit with an improvised title
23 However, briefly
25 “Yellow Submarine” vocalist
26 Not hidden
31 Discouraging words
32 Extremely awkward
34 Unlock, in poetry
37 Carrier with a blue-striped fleet

38 Singers Evans and Bareilles
40 Risk territory that borders Siberia
41 ___ Moines
42 Exerts one’s clout
44 Luau entertainment
48 Where chops are shown off
49 Couple
52 ___-Way (major manufacturer of plows)
53 Mid-March shout
55 Band with the 1970s-’80s hits “Sexy Eyes” and
  “Only Sixteen”
60 Sack in a tent
61 It’s usually presented in a small box, as seen six 
 times in this puzzle’s answer
63 Walnut or almond, say
64 Smitten one
65 The “N” of TV’s NPH
66 Symphony score abbr.

67 Modern engraving tools
68 Wedding invitation courtesy, briefly

DOWN
  1 Titan II, e.g.
 2 Hypodermic
 3 “Hey!”
 4 Kindle
 5 Ones sitting on eggs
 6 ___ dye
 7 Freestyles, say
 8 Seductive
 9 Late spring through early fall, for weddings
10 Claims something
11 “… in a sense, I guess”
12 Famed firefighter Red
13 Line on an auto repair bill
18 Fuel for funny cars
22 Rival of a Pac-12 Cougar
24 Draft classification?
26 Scored 100 on
27 Snack in a stack
28 Old-fashioned launcher
29 Cobbler’s tool
30 Pluck idly, as a harp
33 Common locks
35 Discarded parts of apples and potatoes
36 “What ___ is there?”
39 Defames
40 Sch. whose mascot is a horse named Traveler
43 Marvel hero who manipulates the weather
45 ___ port
46 World’s largest cosmetics company
47 Actress Peet
49 Ones called after crashes
50 Dry, as a washcloth
51 Items placed in a toaster
54 Fabled slacker
56 Ones sitting on eggs
57 Seat for a priority boarder, maybe
58 Singer Redding
59 Noted Kris
62 E.U. member: Abbr.

americaneedsjournalists.com
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POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Iowa swim/dive prepares for Big Tens, 
NCAAs in dual meet season

The swimming and diving team has many dual meets on its schedule that are key to preparing Iowa for its toughest 
competition during championship season.

BY CHRIS WERNER
christopher-werner@uiowa.edu

The goal for Iowa during a 
long swimming and diving sea-
son is to use its invitationals and 
dual meets as an advantage to 
prepare for the season’s top mo-
ments at the Big Ten Champion-
ships and NCAAs. 

Coming up, both the men 
and women will compete in 
Minneapolis at the Minnesota 
Invitational from Dec. 4-7, but 
the Hawkeyes are also already 
gearing up for the Big Ten 
Championships. Iowa will host 
the women’s side of the tourna-
ment from Feb. 19-22, while the 
men will travel to Indiana from 
Feb. 26-29.

“[The preparations] are quite 
a bit different depending on 

what time of year [the invita-
tionals are],” head coach Marc 
Long said. “The one in Decem-
ber is not one that we go fully for; 
we’ll certainly be ready to swim 
fast and dive well, but we’re re-
ally gearing up for that February 
meet.”

The preparations for these 
bigger events include varying 
intensities at practices and what 
the athletes focus on while train-
ing.

“We start fine-tuning our 
strokes, starts, turns, breakouts, 
underwaters, really make each 
practice work on something 
specific. Yardage comes down a 
little bit, too,” senior captain For-
rest White said.

The actual competition of the 
dual meets throughout the sea-
son also serve as training for the 

bigger meets. The swimmers 
change their suits to allow for 
less drag in the water and shave 
their body hair to swim just a lit-
tle faster. 

“Dual meets are awesome, 
because they’re like a dry run,” 
junior captain Sage Ohlensehlen 
said. “It’s just a chance to swim 
your race at least every week or 
every other week so you know 
what you need to change and 
what you need to work on so 
that when we are in a good suit, 
have a few days off, and then are 
shaved — we’re ready to go.”

Success in the dual meets 
throughout the season are usu-
ally a good indicator of things 
to come in the invitationals and 
championships. 

“Dual meets give you that 
confidence for the end of the 

season and the championship 
season,” White said. “[The dual 
meets] help you figure out dif-
ferent race strategies what you 
like, what you don’t like. Then, 
you can fine tune those during 
championship season.”

The invitationals also yield 
faster times simply because of 
the time in between races. At 
a dual meet, a swimmer may 
compete in three or four events 
in a short time span, whereas at 
an invitational they may com-
pete in less events with more of a 
break between their swims. 

“Dual meets, they’re just 
head-to-head with. Probably 
one other team and the line-
up is a little bit different with 
the events and an athlete. The 
amount of events they can swim 
and then what they swim could 

be quite a bit different.” Long 
said. “Whereas at the invitation-
als, more than likely they swim 
their primary events. At a peak-

meet, you might only do one 
event in the morning, and then 
you’ve got five hours or more, six 
hours before you swim again.”

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Swimmers compete during the women’s 1000 freestyle during a swim 
meet between Iowa and Minnesota at the Campus Recreation and 
Wellness Center Oct. 26.
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think it’s more so, not saying 
the other teams didn’t have 
that kind of a bond, but this 
team is different. We’re all 

going to try and raise each 
other’s levels to the best that 
it can be, and the goal like it 
is every year is to win a team 
title, so that’s the plan.”

With Lee’s plan to juggle 
both collegiate wresting and 
the training and meets he 
needs to go through to qual-

ify in April for the Olympics, 
the big meets against NCAA 
Tournament-caliber teams 
will serve two purposes. By 
participating, Lee both helps 
the team move forward in its 
search for a team title and 
puts in valuable training time 
for the Olympic team. 

“We’re going to need him, 
and the thing is his best 
preparation for what he’s try-
ing to accomplish in Tokyo, he 
knows that it’s through those 
seven-minute matches,” head 
coach Tom Brands said. “Not 
because the styles are similar 
or not similar; however, you 

want to get into that debate, 
but because there’s a certain 
amount of toughness that 
goes into an extra minute and 
riding time and overtime. So, 
you’ve got to be conditioned to 
wrestle 11-, 12-minute match-
es, and that helps Spencer Lee. 
That’s what he needs.”

As of right now, his exact 
schedule is up in the air, but 
he’ll play a big role in the team 
come postseason and in some 
of the big meets. 

“I’m just going to wres-
tle when they tell me to, and 
that’s pretty much it,” Lee 
said. 

really care about rankings. We 
don’t really care about rank-
ings. All that matters at the end 
of the day is how you finish.”

Iowa is looking up at only 
one team in the polls: Penn 
State. This is nothing new. The 
Nittany Lions have won seven 
of the last eight NCAA titles.

“Just because the media or 
the pundits put us in a close 
second-ranked category with 

Penn State doesn’t mean that 
I put us there,” head coach 
Tom Brands said. “I know 
what I think of our guys, and 
I wouldn’t trade our team for 
any other team. I love our guys. 
We have the personnel.”

Brands is not the only one 
that believes he has the per-
sonnel to win a national cham-
pionship. His team also has 
tremendous belief in its abil-
ities. Two-time All-American 
Michael Kemerer thinks he 
and his fellow Hawkeyes have 
what it takes to extinguish the 
Nittany Lions.

“[The excitement for this 
season] is definitely a little el-
evated just because we know 
about the expectations and the 
hype,” Kemerer said. “We’re 
really excited because people 
have been talking about this 
year for a long time. You’re 
looking to knock off a team like 
[Penn State], so we’re really ex-
cited for that. We go into every 
year to win a national title.”

The expectations for Iowa 
in 2019-20 are certainly high. 
Hawkeye fans always have high 
expectations for their team giv-
en the pedigree of the program. 

Dethroning a high-powered 
super-team like Penn State and 
winning a national title along 
the way is no small task.

“That’s what fans are wait-
ing for,” All-American Alex 
Marinelli said. “They’re sick of 
other people winning. We got 
a lot of great fans around here, 
and it’s important to them. It’s 
a culture; it’s different. Every 
single day, I can tell it eats at 
people. We want to be on top. 
We’re Iowa Wrestling. That’s 
who we are. [The fans] fuel us. 
If you’re from Iowa, you know 
how tough it is to wrestle.”

Throughout the season Io-
wa will have a multitude of 
opportunities to justify the 
expectations placed on it. 
The Hawkeyes have six of the 
nation’s top seven teams not 
named Iowa on their sched-
ule. Penn State, Ohio State, 
Oklahoma State, Nebraska, 
Wisconsin, and Minnesota will 
all visit Carver-Hawkeye Arena 
this season.

“It’s awesome,” sophomore 
Jacob Warner said. “We proba-
bly have the best home sched-
ule out of any sports team in 
the country. Alabama football 

doesn’t have as good a home 
schedule. I mean, UNC basket-
ball doesn’t have as good a home 
schedule as us. We have the best 
home schedule, and there’s no 
other way to win a national ti-
tle than beating all those teams 
at home. We’re going to have 
15,000 fans every single dual 
meet so it’ll be exciting.”

Iowa’s heroic quest to re-es-
tablish itself as the nation’s 
best wrestling program begins 
on Nov. 17. The Hawkeyes will 
host Tennessee at Chattanooga 
at Carver-Hawkeye Arena to 
start their 2019-20 campaign.

the lineup effected Iowa 
overall, with that weight 
significantly missing from 
the group of NCAA quali-
fiers and All-Americans in 
2019. 

“You know you want to 
go out there, whether it’s a 
dual meet you’re losing or at 
nationals, you see we’re be-
hind on the scoreboard, you 
want to be out there helping 
out, and you just can’t do 
anything about it,” Kemerer 
said. “You’ve got to watch 
someone else go out there 
and win your Big Ten title, 
win your national title, win 
that stuff, and that’s tough 
because we’re competitors, 
and we’re selfish. We want 
to win everything.”

After spending a year 
off the mat, working on 
his mentality and im-
proving himself every day 
while helping coach up his 
teammates, he’s back and 
is exactly where he wants 

to be: in Iowa’s lineup at 
174-pounds.

Not only does his return 
bring a spark back to Iowa’s 
lineup for competition but 
being able to spar off against 
his teammates during 
workouts is something that 
makes everyone better.

“I missed going with him, 
because he’s got a different 
style,” Alex Marinelli said. 
“I think a lot of people that 
watch him know that he’s 
not the typical Iowa style, 
so he’s in-and-out. If you’re 
not moving your feet, he’s 
going to pick your ankle and 
maybe turn you up in 30 sec-
onds. It’s really nice to have 
a guy that’s different style 
in there.”

As Iowa comes into this 
season ranked No. 2 in the 
country and is set to face 
off in regular-season dual 
meets against Penn State, 
Ohio State, and Oklahoma 
State in Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena in 2020, adding Ke-
merer back into the lineup 
gives Iowa a major edge for 
bonus points and an anchor 
at 174. 

LEE
CONTINUED FROM 8A

WRESTLING
CONTINUED FROM 8A

KEMERER 
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s No. 2 157-pound Michael Kemerer wrestles Michigan State’s Jake Tucker during an Iowa/Michigan State wrestling matchup in Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena Jan. 5, 2018. 



BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

After sitting out all of the 2018-19 season 
with corrective surgeries on both his shoulder 
and knee, two-time All-American Michael Ke-
merer has returned to the mat with a goal and a 
new outlook on his career. 

After bumping up a weight and tweaking his 
knee in practice with the injury persisting, Ke-
merer underwent season-ending ACL surgery 
at the end of November and later had surgery 

on his shoulder. 
“I’ve never really missed a significant amount 

of time like I did last year, so it was something 
that was new for me,” he said. “It makes me 
more excited to wrestle this year than I’ve ever 
been before and more appreciative of it.”

Now, after finally getting back to full wres-
tling action in June, Kemerer is ready to go for 
Iowa at his normal 174-pound spot. 

“People ask me who looks good, if you had 
to say one guy, the guy that comes to mind 
for me is Michael Kemerer,” head coach Tom 

Brands said. “He’s healthy, he’s strong. He’s a 
74-pounder.”

His freshman and sophomore years, Kemerer 
placed third and fourth, respectively, at NCAAs 
in the 174-pound spot.

He has only lost six matches in his career, one 
in a Big Ten dual meet. Forty of his 60 total wins 
came with bonus points, 16 by major decision, 
10 by technical fall, and 14 by pin. 

It’s no doubt that losing Kemerer from 

BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu 

Spencer Lee’s sights are set on an NCAA team 
title and an Olympic gold medal. In 2020, he’ll go 
for both. 

As was with his second NCAA title in 2019, his 
team plays a big factor in his journey to the Olym-
pics and was part of the reason he chose not to take 
an Olympic redshirt this year.

“This is a group effort,” Lee said. “No one ever 
makes the Olympic team on their own. It’s not pos-
sible, unless you’re just not human in my opinion. 
You’ve got to have a coach, you’ve got to have a sup-
port network, you’ve got to have people who believe 
in you and love you and want the best for you.”

Iowa enters the season ranked No. 2 in the Na-
tional Wrestling Coaches Association poll, behind 
Penn State. This season is also a big one for the 
Hawkeyes, with the Nittany Lions, Ohio State, 

and Oklahoma State — the top three team finish-
ers at NCAAs earlier this year  — all visiting Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena in 2020. 

“Obviously I want to help the team out and help 
win a national title, but I have to focus on myself 
first,” Lee said. “I think wrestling during the sea-
son is a great idea and helps keep me accountable 
and in shape and ready to rock and roll.”

The expectations surrounding this season has 
been heightened more than in years past, with 
two-time All-American Michael Kemerer return-
ing from injury and six 2019 All-Americans back in 
Iowa’s lineup. 

With the massive expectations comes excite-
ment for Iowa’s entire team. 

“I just think that we have such a great team 
bond. We’re all very confident in each other, and 
we all want the best for each other,” Lee said. “I 

“He’s a 74-pounder, 
and so if anybody 
looks good, he looks 
good from where he 
came from. You’re in 
a sling and you’re on 
crutches at the same 
time, there’s been a lot 
of progress since that, 
right?”

— Iowa wrestling 
head coach 
Tom Brands on 
Michael Kemerer 
returning from 
both knee and 
shoulder surgery

Iowa named No. 5 seed for 
Big Ten Women’s Soccer 
Tournament

The Hawkeyes have officially 
been named the No. 5 seed in 
the 2019 Big Ten Women’s Soccer 
Tournament and are set to play No. 
4-seeded Penn State on Sunday.

Coming in at the top spot in the 
bracket is Wisconsin, which will 
host eighth-seeded Purdue. Rut-
gers comes in at No. 2 after tying 
in the conference standings with 
No. 3-seeded Michigan. Rutgers will 
play no. 7 Indiana and Michigan will 
play No. 6 Maryland. 

All quarterfinal matches are 
scheduled for either 11 a.m. or noon 
CT on Sunday. 

Hawkeye action on BTN
The Big Ten Network announced 

on Wednesday that it will stream 
the women’s soccer tournament, 
the field hockey tournament, and 
both the men’s and women’s cross 
country championships beginning 
this weekend. 

Iowa cross country, field hockey, 
and women’s soccer are all into 
their respective Big Ten events. 

The Iowa men’s cross country 
team can be watched on Nov. 3 on 
FloSports and BTN+ at 9:45 a.m. 
with the women’s team following 
an hour later. The race will also be 
televised at 7 p.m. on Nov. 4. 

The semifinals and finals of the 
Big Ten Field Hockey Tournament 
will be live on BTN on Nov. 8 and 
Nov. 10, respectively. The final 
bracket will be released once the 
regular season has concluded this 
weekend.

As for women’s soccer, BTN will 
have live coverage of No. 1-seed 
Wisconsin hosting No.8-seed 
Purdue on Nov. 3 at noon. Both 
semifinal games will be covered 
on Nov. 8, with the finals at 11 a.m. 
on Nov. 10. 

BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu 

King of the hill   — it’s what most people strive 
to be, and few people actually are. In its histo-
ry, Iowa’s wrestling program has been both the 
former and the latter.

Currently, the Hawkeyes are trying to climb 
their way back to the top of the hill. They ranked 
2nd in the nation on their Oct. 29 debut on the 
National Wrestling Coaches Association pre-
season poll. “We want to be number one,” two-
time national champion Spencer Lee said. “I don’t 
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

Kemerer back at 174

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Michael Kemerer addresses the media during Iowa wrestling’s media day in Mount Vernon on Wednesday.

Lee set for NCAA 
and Olympic runs
Iowa’s reigning 125-pound national champion Spencer Lee will 
wrestle for the Hawkeyes on his way to the 2020 Olympic games. 

As Hawkeye wrestling season 
draws even closer. Iowa has 
one goal in mind for 2019-20: 
break the Nittany Lions.

SEE LEE,  7A SEE WRESTLING, 7A

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Spencer Lee answers questions to the press during Iowa wrestling’s media day in Mt. Vernon on Wednesday.

STAT OF THE DAY

Iowa ready to 
re-establish 
dominance

AVCA TOP-25 BIG TEN 
TEAMS

4. WISCONSIN
6. MINNESOTA
7. PENN STATE
8. NEBRASKA
16. PURDUE
19. ILLINOIS
RV. MICHIGAN

SEE KEMERER, 7A

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s 125-pound Spencer Lee wrestles Virginia’s Jack 
Mueller during the final session of the 2019 NCAA 
D1 Wrestling Championships at PPG Paints Arena in 
Pittsburgh March 23. 

The two-time All-American rerturns to Iowa’s lineup as an anchor at 174 pounds.

NCAA RPI VOLLEYBALL 
RANKINGS

3. WISCONSIN
7. NEBRASKA
9. MINNESOTA
12. PENN STATE
18. PURDUE
36. ILLINOIS
40. MICHIGAN
50. OHIO STATE
53. MICHIGAN STATE
58. IOWA

2010
Iowa wrestling won its last team 

NCAA championship in



For weekends 
during the month 
of October, 
everyday people 
transform into 
terrifying 
monsters of 
the night for 
the sake of 
the scare.

THE WEEKEND IN ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31 2019

Get  updates about local arts & enter-
tainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on Thursdays to 
hear about this weekend in arts & 
entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan and included in 
our online calendar? To submit a listing, visit dailyiowan.com/
pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Photo by katie goodale/the daily iowan
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MUSIC
• TOMEKA REID QUARTET, 6:30 P.M., HANCHER AUDITORIUM
• MIKE AND THE MOONPIES, 8 P.M., FIRST AVENUE CLUB, 1550 S. FIRST
• OBNOX, 10 P.M., GABE’S

MUSIC
•  MFK TRIO FEATURING ANNIE KEMBLE, WITH ROSS CLOWSER,    
4 P.M., IOWA CITY YACHT CLUB, 13 S. LINN
• BEN SCHMIDT WITH RYAN BERNEMANN, 7 P.M., UPTOWN BILL’S 
COFFEE HOUSE, 730 S. DUBUQUE
• UI JAZZ FACULTY SHOWCASE, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN
• JUSTIN GOODCHILD, 9 P.M., IOWA CITY YACHT CLUB
• SHREDDERS AND CARRIER WAVES, 10:30 P.M., GABE’S

FILM
• MY NEIGHBOR TOTORO, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY
• IWP CINEMATHEQUE, 7 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL

• CINEMATIC ARTS COLLOQUIUM: A CONVERSATION WITH 
CHARLES BURNETT, 3:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL

SUNDAY 11.03 
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LITERATURE

•  JENNIE CAPO CRUCET, 1 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE

ART
• STANLEY MUSEUM OF ART 50TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION,  11 
A.M., MEDICAL EDUCATION RESEARCH FACILITY COURTYARD
• DEL HARROW, 7 P.M., VISUAL ARTS BUILDING

MUSIC
•  TUBA/EUPHONIUM STUDIO RECITAL, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN MUSIC 
BUILDING
• PETER MAYER, BRENDON MAYER, 7:30 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• RATIONAL ANTHEM, TV COP, BAIN-MARIE, AND THE GENTLE,   
8 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON
• AARON KAMM AND THE ONE DROPS, 9 P.M., GABE’S

DANCE
•  WORDS DANCE: AN IWP & UI DANCE COLLABORATION,   8 P.M., 
SPACE PLACE THEATER, 20 DAVENPORT

FILM
• MY NEIGHBOR TOTORO, 10 A.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY
• LYNCH: A HISTORY, 1 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY
• HIGH LIFE, 1:45, 4:15, & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE

•  SONGS FOR SILT,  7 P.M., UNIVERSITY OF IOWA ENVIRONMENTAL COALITION
•  BUBBA SPARXXX, ALEXANDER KING, CRUCIFIX, 7 P.M., WILDWOOD SMOKEHOUSE AND SALOON, 
4919 WALLEYE
•  THAT 1 GUY, 8 P.M., GABE’S

MUSIC

FILM
•  JOKER, 5:30 P.M., 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY, 404 E. COLLEGE
• LINDA RONSTADT: THE SOUND OF MY VOICE, 5:30 P.M., 8 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL, 
118 E. COLLEGE
• KILLER OF SHEEP, 6 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY
• RAISE HELL: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF MOLLY IVINS, 6 P.M., 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED 
MALL
• DOLEMITE IS MY NAME, 9 P.M., FILMSCENE — CHAUNCEY
• TERROR ON THE TERRACE ROOFTOP MOVIE SERIES, 10 P.M., VUE ROOFTOP, 328 S. 
CLINTON

DI MISCELLANEOUS
• JAPANESE CULTURE FESTIVAL, 4:30 P.M., IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY, 123 S. LINN

FILM

OPENING MOVIE

A journalist with a fine yet cuttingly abrasive attitude, Texas native Molly 
Ivins’ life hits the big screen at FilmScene this weekend. Ivins was not 
afraid to express her opinion, and she used her education to try and en-
lighten others too — even in an often polarized and generalized system. 
Through an ending struggle with cancer — a voracious spirit against 
sexism, class, and ignorance shows how at the end of the day, we have 
the choice to submit or to subvert and, by doing so, we can raise a little 
hell.

RAISE HELL

— Kyler Johnson

Big Thief’s Two Hands

Big Thief brings a big sound while 
also keeping that intimate vibe of a 
living-room concert. Two Hands is the 
group’s second album this year and 
itsfourth in total. The album contains 
connective songs such as “Forgotten 
Eyes,” and “Not.” Big Thief is a folk-in-
die rock band that isn’t breaking the 
formula for an indie band necessarily, 

but it seems to have found a way to deepen the well it draws from. 
The folk sound that this band produces seems to come from sing-
er-songwriter Adrianne Lenker’s deeply personal lyrics. Now hav-
ing released two albums in one year, it’ll be interesting to see what 
this Brooklyn, New York, native band will conjure next.

Song Pick: “Habit”

— Austin J. Yerington

ALBUM PICK

Name: Lisa Truong

Grade: Freshman

What's your 
fashion style?:  I 
don’t try to be artsy, 
but it just kind of 
happens. I’m not 
confident enough to 
wear artsy clothes, 
but I’m working on 
that.

Where do you 
usually shop?: 
Thrift stores, Forever 
21, H&M, basically 
fast fashion.

How has your 
fashion changed 
over the years?: 
I’d say chic. I used to 
be more casual and 
comfortable, but 
now I actually try to 
look nice.

Ashley Dawson/The Daily Iowan

STUDENT FASHION

wEEKEND EVENTS 

ART
• DENISE BETESH FALL SHOW, 10 A.M., HANDS JEWELERS, 109 E. WASHINGTON
• BLACKSHEEP BIKE: FROM & FUNCTION, 7 P.M., VISUAL ARTS BUILDING

THEATER
• EVIL DEAD: THE MUSICAL, 7:30 P.M., IOWA CITY COMMUNITY 
THEATER
• WE ALL WERE SUNFLOWERS, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING

THEATER
• EVIL DEAD: THE MUSICAL, 7:30 P.M., IOWA CITY COMMUNITY 
THEATER
• WE ALL WERE SUNFLOWERS, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING

SATURDAY 11.02
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http://www.thekonnexion.com
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IOWA C ITY COMMUNITY THEATRE

Johnson Co. Fairgrounds
Exhibit Hall A

4261 Oak Crest Hill Rd, Iowa City, IA 52246

319-338-0443
MORE INFO AT:

www.iowacitycommunitytheatre.com

The artist beyond the monster
During October nights, artists leave day jobs to spend hours on 

meticulous makeup to create houses of haunts.

BY NAOMI HOFFERBER
naomi-hofferber@uiowa.edu

In a large farm shed at 
Scream Acres in Atkins, 
Iowa, everyday people are 
transformed into terrifying 
creatures, ready to haunt 
the grounds at night. The 
light of the late afternoon 
spills through the windows 
as actors in the process of 
becoming more terrifying 
laugh and mingle with one 
another over the hum of air 
compressors and the hiss of 
airbrush paint. 

Actor Bob Lattimer, a ma-
chinist during the week and 
the Butcher by the weekend, 
sits in a chair facing a mir-
ror running along the wall. 
Makeup and special effects 
artist Brent Edgett stands 
in front of him, carefully 
spraying red paint onto his 
face. 

Edgett has spent six years 
with Scream Acres, devel-
oping his skills as a horror 
effects artist from online 
tutorials and haunter con-
ventions, where haunting 
aficionados meet to learn 
new skills and see the newest 
tools in the industry.  

The haunted house indus-
try, while operating in the 
small window of October, 
generates between $300 mil-
lion and $500 million, ac-
cording to AmericaHaunts.
com. 

Each character is given 
their own look, some with 
immense detail through 
the use of waterproof air-
brush paints, fleshy stick-
on prosthetics, and cos-
tuming.

“We try to make up differ-
ent looks for different zom-
bies to fit a character bet-
ter, but sometimes if we’re 
running short on makeup 
artists, we’ll do everything 
as simple as we can,” Edgett 
said. “Otherwise we try to 
keep certain things for cer-
tain people; like Bob here, 
he has an exit wound on his 
head from a bullet that’ll be 
going in and just blowing his 
brains out.”

Lattimer, after being 
painted, will don a bloody 
apron and a machete to be-
come the Butcher.

“I come at them real hard, 
and I have a loud voice. So, I 
scream at them, YOU’RE ALL 
GONNA DIE!” he boomed in 
a voice that filled the shed.

Lattimer and his wife have 
been scaring at the farm to-
gether for around five or six 
years.

Next to Lattimer, Brian 
Smith, who plays the zombie 
sheriff, applies a wet pros-
thetic to his face. While his 
day job is at Collins Aero-
space in Cedar Rapids, his 
weekends in October for 
the past 10 years have been 
spent as a scarer. 

“It’s one of those things 

you can actually use your 
talents,” he said. “I do like 
scaring people, and I like 
using my creativity in the 
different costumes you can 
put on. I also like when I 
come out here, because ev-
eryone here is like a fam-
ily. You don’t have to feel 
weird when you talk about 
Halloween or scaring or 
going someplace or watch-
ing horror movies. You’re 
around family who under-
stands it.”

Along with realistic facial 
prosthetics that make the 
skin look rippled, torn, or 
rotten, Smith wears colored 
contacts and a sheriff’s uni-
form to complete his zombie 
look. 

Sarah Hinds, a makeup 
artist who has been with 
Scream Acres for the past 
three years, prepped Smith’s 
prosthetics for painting af-
ter they had been securely 
attached to his face. The 
University of Iowa art school 
alum joined the Scream 
Acres team after having done 
theater makeup throughout 
high school and said she had 
missed doing it.

“I wondered if I would be 
good enough to do it here, 
and I did an audition and 
they took me,” she said. 
“They said I could only do 
acting or makeup, and I’m 
like, ‘Makeup, done.’ ”

Her audition was an ulti-
mate special-effects battle. 

“For the makeup, they 
don’t do an audition ev-
ery year, but they did it my 
year,” she said. “They did it 
like Face Off,: they had two of 
us on Brian, and we each got 
half his face for 15 minutes, 
and they said, ‘Make your 
zombie look.’ ”  

While Hinds said she likes 

doing delicate face work, 
she mostly does parts work, 
transforming body parts 
into something cohesive 
with the look.

“If they say, we need dirty 
hands, this person needs a 
neck, this person just needs 
black eyes under their mask, 
I do a lot of that,” she said. 
“It is not my favorite, but I’m 
very good at it.”

Hinds said different ele-
ments can make a look more 
terrifying, such as adding 

blood where it would real-
istically be, changing some-
one’s teeth, or calling atten-
tion to their eyes. 

Edgett agreed, saying that 
the eyes can really transform 
someone. 

“People wear contacts in 
their eyes, and it basically 
sells a character right away. 
It’s differentiating from 
the normal look,” he said. 
“That’s why clowns are scary, 
because they have extend-
ed features — bigger eyes, 

bigger mouths. People love 
blood splatter, dark around 
the eyes so their eyes stand 
out.”

While Hinds credits the 
scaring to the actors, she 
said the makeup’s role is to 
assist in selling the charac-
ter’s aesthetic. 

“The experience in there, 
in my opinion, is so real 
feeling, because every detail 
is paid attention to, kind of 
like Disney World,” she said. 
“If you’re that type of person 

who can suspend disbelief, 
it feels like you’re in it, and 
it’s very scary, and you’re 
trapped in there, so when 
you see a bloody face, you’re 
like, ‘Holy crap, they’re go-
ing to hurt me.’ I don’t think 
it’s the makeup that does it, 
but if it wasn’t done right, it 
would not suspend disbelief, 
it would be like, ‘Oh, that 
makeup looks really cartoon-
ish.’ ”

Makeup artist Zoe Har-
rison, who started with 
Scream Acres last year, said 
attention to detail was key.

“Stuff that is the most re-
alistic and most detail work 
probably is what impresses 
people the most,” she said. 
“Detailed work is really what 
gets people, because any-
body can slap on black and 
white and be a skull face, so 
we really do try to go above 
and beyond and impress the 
crowd and try to put our-
selves above the rest.”

While Harrison went 
to Capri College in Ce-
dar Rapids, she said she 
learned a lot of special-ef-
fects makeup from exper-
imenting on her own and 
from watching YouTube 
tutorials. While she usual-
ly does traditional make-
up at a salon in Indepen-
dence, she said this is her 
fun time of year.

“I definitely get to be cre-
ative here,” she said. “A lot of 
it I do the same characters, 
but we change it up. It’s a 
creative outlet for me. It’s 
just a lot of fun, we’re kind 
of like a big family here.”

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Sarah Hinds does Brian Smith’s make-up at Scream Acres in Cedar Rapids on Oct. 19. Smith frequently plays a zombie at Scream Acres.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Makeup artist Sarah Hind applies prosthetics to Amber Treece at Scream Acres in Cedar Rapids on Oct. 19.

http://www.iowacitycommunitytheatre.com
http://www.handsjewelers.com
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Using art to highlight female power
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

When Adrianna Elgatian first arrived in Iowa, she was a music-therapy major. After taking a graphic design class,
everything changed. Her dormant artistic abilities rose, taking flight through digital art and art curated by hand. 

BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

Adrianna Elgatian entered 
the coffee shop with her arms 
full of drawings, many of which 
were elegantly sketched figures 
of nude women. 

“I’ve always found women 
easier to draw for myself,” El-
gatian said. “Ever since I was 
young, I would only draw wom-
en, like I never drew men. I 
tried to venture over there, but 
it’s not that fun for me.” 

As a third-year graphic-de-
sign major at the University of 
Iowa, art and its various dis-
ciplines have always been an 
important part of Elgatian’s 
life. Inspired by women, Roy 
Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol, 
and a tattoo artist that goes 
by the name of Bailey Illustra-
tions, Elgatian creates her pop-
art pieces through computer 
programs and by her own artis-
tic hand. 

“I call myself a pop artist,” 
she said. “I really love pop art 
and kind of like, comic-book-
style art.” 

Pulling out her laptop, Elga-
tian revealed artwork she did 
for her cousin’s business, called 
the Fed Fox. Among her collec-
tion of digital art lies a portrait 
of Danny DeVito, along with 
other class projects. However, 
the bulk of the coffee shop ta-
ble was taken up by her printed 
design works; one print was 
eye-catching with its pink and 
orange coloring and depiction 
of two women kissing. 

“I’m [a] lesbian, so I really love 
women and I consider myself to 
be a feminist,” Elgatian said. “So 
that kind of goes together. Like 
I’m really inspired by women, but 
I also think that women are prob-
ably the most beautiful people 
to have graced the earth. They’re 
really powerful people, and I feel 
like men get too much credit. 
So I want to make women more 
prominent through my art.”  

For Elgatian, the art bug 
hit in middle school, but after 
being forced to join choir by 
her mother, the aspiring artist 
turned toward the music scene, 
eventually coming into the UI 
as a music-therapy major. 

“I hated music after a couple 
of months,” she said. “I was like, 
‘This is something I love and 
enjoy but not something I want 
to be graded on and do for the 

rest of my life. This is more of a 
leisure for me.” 

While living on an Arts Liv-
ing Learning Community in 
the dorms, one of Elgatian’s 
friends insisted she would be 
great at graphic design. Taking 
her friend’s advice, Elgatian en-
rolled in an introductory course 
for non-majors. 

“I was like, ‘This is what I 
want to do, I want to keep do-

ing this,’ ” Elgatian said. “So 
after my sophomore year, ac-
tually, I decided to switch to 
graphic design.” 

After graduating, Elgatian 
plans on working for a compa-
ny, eventually making enough 
money to start her own T-shirt 
line. But for now, she continues 
to express herself and her ev-
eryday struggles through draw-
ing and design. 

“A lot of my art expresses my 
frustration with not being ac-
cepted by my family,” Elgatian 
said. “It’s kind of hard for view-
ers to see to that when I make 
my own stuff. I wish I could be 
like this in front of my parents, 
but I can’t. I think a lot of my 
stuff is based on me as a person 
and not really outside. It’s kind 
of my bubble, like a safe place 
for me.”

Adrianna Elgatian

Hometown: Muscatine, Iowa
Year in school: Junior
Age: 21
Top artist you listen to: 
Frank Ocean
Dream place to live: Nor-
mandy, France
Dream place to work: 
Working as a cartoon artist 
for a TV show
Favorite place for a 
late-night bite: Nodo
Favorite movie: Creep 2
Last song stuck inside 
your head: “Gotta Get Up” 
by Harry Nilsson
Instagram: @adrianna_
azad @art.blacksheep

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Adrianna Elgatian poses with her artwork in the Visual Arts Building on Monday. Adrianna is a painter/printmaker who works under the pseudonym Blacksheep. 

Play centers plight of the Punjabi 
A century after one of the most brutal massacres in Punjabi history, the University of Iowa Theatre Department is 

premiering an original play that brings their story to the stage. We All Were Sunflowers opens today and runs through Nov. 3.

BY JENNA POST 
jenna-post@uiowa.edu

In 1919, hundreds of Punja-
bi people were killed by British 
imperialists in the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre. One hundred 
years later, the University of 
Iowa Theater Department is 
bringing their story to life in 
an original play called We All 
Were Sunflowers.

The play, written by Ikram 
Basra, is based on the true sto-
ry of a survivor who, after 20 
years of fighting against im-
perialism, would kill the gen-
eral that ordered the slaugh-
ter of his people and become 
instrumental in the effort to 
free India and Pakistan from 
British rule.

“In my opinion, he played 
a more significant role than 
even Gandhi,” Basra said.

Basra is currently living 
in Iowa to participate in the 
Iowa Playwrights Workshop, 
but he grew up only 100 miles 
from where the massacre oc-
curred. He learned about it 
from his grandparents and 
the elders of his village, who 
lived through the imperialist 
rule. 

“I grew up in the same 
dirt, in the same seasons, 
but when I was writing it, I 
distanced myself as a Pun-
jabi,” Basra said. “I thought 
if I wanted to have a neutral 
look on this, I should view it 

as a third party.”
The play, which originated 

from a poem that Basra had 
written, took him about 10 
months to write, and he said 
he’s thrilled to see it adapted 
to the stage.

“It’s important for this 
part of the world to know 
this history,” Basra said. 
“There’s a very cliché quote, 
but I think it’s really rele-
vant: ‘Those who do not learn 
from history are doomed to 
repeat it.’ I think what’s hap-
pening in the Middle East 
right now isn’t different 
from what was happening 
100 years ago in India.”

The play’s lead, Brandon 
Treviño, said he feels a great 
responsibility to represent 
history and his character ac-
curately and respectfully.

“I think I can speak for all of 
us when I say we’re more than 
excited to bring this story to 
life,” Treviño said. “We know 
that our identities within 
our cast don’t represent the 
identities of the people in the 
story, so it’s an honor to have 
someone who does represent 
their identity come to us and 
trust us to represent their his-
tory.”

None of the cast members 
are of Punjabi descent, but 
that’s not the only casting 
challenge they faced. There 
are 32 characters in the show, 
but there are only 11 actors to 

play them.
Director Brad Pickhinke 

said costuming played a part 
in differentiating characters 
played by the same actor, 
but the team worked hard to 
make them not only look dif-
ferent, but feel different.

“We worked with the actors 
on where to place the energy 
in their bodies,” Pickhinke 
said. “We did a lot of move-
ment workshops and voice 
workshops to deal with that 
challenge.”

Another challenge the team 
faced was incorporating spe-
cial effects into the perfor-
mance while working under 
the constraints of a budget. 

“Sometimes, it can be 
frustrating because you go 
in there with these big ideas, 
and you kind of have to back-
pedal a little bit, but I think 
great theater comes from 
those moments,” Pickhinke 
said. “When you have to make 
these tough choices, it pushes 
your imagination and cre-
ativity. It’s a really wonderful 
experience, even if it can be 
frustrating at times.”

We All Were Sunflowers 
opens today and closes on 
Nov. 3. Treviño hopes that 
the audience will take away 
this lesson: “Life isn’t fair, 
but the people in it can be,” 
and that there needs to be 
more love for one another in 
the world.

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Actors perform during a dress rehearsal of “We All Were Sunflowers” at the Alan MacVey Theater on Tuesday. The play, 
directed by Brad Pickhinke, will open today and run through Nov. 3.

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Actors perform during a dress rehearsal of “We All Were Sunflowers” at the Alan MacVey theater on Tuesday, October 29, 
2019. The play, directed by Brad Pickhinke, will open today and run through Nov. 3.

http://www.theatre.uiowa.edu
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