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Iowa City police respond to the scene of JoEllen Browning’s death April 7 at her residence, 114 Green Mountain Drive. Her husband, Roy C. Browning Jr., was charged with her first-de-
gree murder Monday evening.

BY HANNAH ROVNER
hannah-rovner@uiowa.edu

Iowa City native Laura Bergus is throwing her 
hat into the ring for one of the two Iowa City City 
Council at-large seats up for grabs Nov. 5.

In high school, Bergus worked as a City Council 
intern and taped the group’s meetings. She went 
on to become the telecommunications director for 
the City of North Liberty. Now, Bergus serves as 
an attorney in her hometown of Iowa City.

“I am running due to previous experiences with 
municipal governance throughout Iowa City and 
North Liberty,” Bergus told The Daily Iowan. “These 
reasons are why I am returning [from law school] 
to run as an elected official.”

Bergus attributed her interest in running for an 
elected position to her background in local gov-
ernment and explained how that weaves into the 
issues she cares about most. 

BY MARISSA PAYNE
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu

The U.S. House Education and Labor Commit-
tee will markup a bill today that Democrats say 
is aimed at removing barriers to accessing an af-
fordable higher education, encouraging states to 
invest in their public institutions amid a trend of 
dwindling funding and skyrocketing costs.

Committee Democrats’ College Affordability 
Act is the latest in a string of proposals to amend 
the Higher Education Act, which has not been 
reauthorized since 2008, as lawmakers on both 
sides of the aisle in the U.S. House and Senate fail 
to see eye to eye on efforts to overhaul the feder-
al higher-education law. The law governs federal 
programs including student loans, accreditation, 
and Title IX regulations affecting institutions’ 
handling of sexual assault.

The Democrats’ legislation emphasizes low-
ering the cost of college, improving quality, and 
expanding opportunity to students from under-
represented backgrounds. It places a particular 
emphasis on increasing funding for the feder-
al Pell grant, a form of financial aid provided to 
those who demonstrate the highest financial need 
on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 
The bill also looks to make it easier for students 
who have incurred debt to finance their degree to 

Local cyclists say it’s too 
soon to decide between 
RAGBRAI and Iowa’s Ride
As controversies surrounding 
RAGBRAI are making headlines, 
some Iowa City cyclists say there 
is a sense of disappointment and 
confusion regarding RAGBRAI’s 
future. Cyclists are now faced 
with a choice: RAGBRAI or the new 
Iowa’s Ride. 

Stanley Art Museum 
brings art to seniors
Over the last two years, the 
Stanley Museum of Art Senior 
Living Communities program has 
expanded its reach to more senior 
centers than ever before, sharing 
a love of art with residents. The 
program has expanded through 
word of mouth alone.

UI introduces honors 
study-abroad trip to 
Greece
A new University of Iowa study 
abroad opportunity aims to 
attract Honors students, who will 
travel to Greece over the summer. 
The first “Ancient Perspectives, 
Modern Eyes” will take place in 
the summer of 2020. 

Golston, Epenesa take 
advantage of snap in-
crease
A.J. Epenesa and Chauncey 

Golston only 
played in certain 
situations last 
season behind 
defensive ends 
Parker Hesse and 
Anthony Nelson. 
Now, they’re 
playing upwards 
of 60 snaps a 

game and taking advantage of 
their opportunities.
SPORTS, 8

Evelyn guides McCaffery, 
Toussaint with previous 
experience
Bakari Evelyn might be new to the 
Iowa basketball program, but he 
brings a lot of experience with 
him. That veteran leadership plays 
a key role for newcomers Patrick 
McCaffery and Joe Toussaint.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

JoEllen Browning’s husband 
charged with her murder

House Dems 
weigh higher-ed 
overhaul bill

SEE BERGUS, 2

Iowa City native Laura 
Bergus vies for council
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SEE HIGHER ED, 2

Life-long Iowa City resident Laura Bergus promotes fighting 
climate change and advancing diversity, equity, and inclusion.

BY DI STAFF
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

The husband of University of Iowa Health Care 
budget official JoEllen Browning, Roy C. Browning 
Jr., 67, was charged Monday with first-degree mur-
der of his wife a little more than six months after 
her death, according to Johnson County Sheriff's 
Office booking information.

JoEllen Browning, 65, died April 5 in her home at 
114 Green Mountain Drive. Authorities said Iowa 
City police responded to a call for a welfare check 
at 6:59 a.m. that day and found her unresponsive. 

Final autopsy results released April 10 showed Jo-

Ellen Browning died of sharp-force 
injuries, though her death was de-
termined to be homicide early in the 
investigation, Iowa City public-in-
formation officer Sgt. Derek Frank 
previously told The Daily Iowan.

Investigators have not named 
any suspects in her murder until 
now. The Iowa Division of Criminal 

Investigation, Iowa City police, Johnson County 
County Attorney’s Office, and the Johnson County 
Medical Examiner’s Office all worked on the case. 
The Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation later 
took over.

“We called in the DCI because our investigation 
division was swamped,” Frank told the DI in Au-
gust. “We’ve been trying to assist them. It hasn’t 
been put on the back burner; they are still actively 
investigating it.”

Iowa City police couldn’t be immediately reached 
for comment Monday night. 

Iowa City attorney Leon Spies is representing 
Roy C. Browning Jr. Spies has previously represent-
ed John Bloomfield and UI lecturer Jeffrey Nock, 
who were accused of first-degree murder and sexu-
al assault, respectively. 

A little more than six months after the death of UI Health Care budget official JoEllen Browning,
her husband Roy Browning was charged with her murder Monday.

SEE BROWNING, 2

The U.S. House will markup a 
Democratic proposal to rewrite 
the Higher Education Act.

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
City Council candidate Laura Bergus sits down for an interview with The Daily Iowan in the Adler Journalism Building 
on Oct. 21.
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repay their loans.
“The rising cost of college 

has put an affordable, quali-
ty degree out of reach for too 
many Americans, and as a 
result, a growing number of 
students are regrettably ques-
tioning the value of higher ed-
ucation,” Committee Chair-
man Bobby Scott, a Virginia 
Democrat, said in a press call 
with student journalists from 
around the U.S. “The research 
makes it clear that a college 
education remains the surest 
path to financial security and 
awarding in a rewarding ca-
reer.”

Committee member Rep. 
Jahanah Hayes, D-Conn., told 
reporters during the call that 
given her experiences as a 
former educator, many of the 
provisions included in this bill 
are things she’s experienced 
firsthand herself or through 
working with students.

“This bill will open access to 
opportunity for so many peo-
ple who seek college or sec-
ondary education as a path-
way to that,” she said. “It will 
help ... our first-generation 
college-educated students 
to navigate their pathway 
through college and not be 
burdened with debt that they 
can't understand or unable to 
get out of.”

Scott said his committee is 
working with the Ways and 
Means Committee to find 
$400 billion to fund the bill 

without cutting other educa-
tion programs. 

“Taxes are always going 
up and down, but we would 
want them to find at least 
$400 billion to pay for this 
… so it would be within the 
revenue stream and not cut-
ting up other education pro-
grams,” he said, adding that 
Congress ought to be able 
to fund this bill if members 
could fund the GOP tax-cut 
package, which the Congres-
sional Budget Office projects 
would cost $1.9 trillion over 
the next 10 years.

The Republican-backed re-

write of the Higher Education 
Act — the Promoting Real 
Opportunity, Success, and 
Prosperity through Education 
Reform Act, introduced in 
2017 — emphasizes stream-
lining student-loan programs 
and would eliminate the Pub-
lic Service Loan Forgiveness 
Program. 

Iowa’s Republicans in the 
upper chamber Chuck Grass-
ley and Joni Ernst in March 
introduced bills focused on 
boosting transparency sur-
rounding student loans and 
the cost of pursuing higher 
education rather than trim-

ming the costs associated 
with earning a degree.

Representatives for Io-
wa House Democrats Abby 
Finkenauer and Cindy Axne 
did not respond to requests 
for comment by the time of 
publication.

Finkenauer has previous-
ly shared her experiences 
as a recent college graduate 
saddled with student-loan 
debt in an interview with 
The Daily Iowan, which she 
said has informed her per-
spective when considering 
legislation that addresses 
college affordability. 

Axne supported passage 
of a fiscal 2020 House ap-
propriations package that 
included funding for federal 
student-aid programs and 
would have increased the 
maximum Pell grant award 
to keep pace with inflation. 
Additionally, Axne voted 
to secure funding for more 
workforce development op-
portunities and apprentice-
ship programs.

Joe Hand, communications 
director for Rep. Dave Loeb-
sack, D-Iowa, said in a state-

ment that Loebsack will mon-
itor the process as the House 
Education and Labor Com-
mittee marks up the bill be-
fore deciding what he thinks 
of the legislation.

“Congressman Loebsack 
is in the process of reviewing 
the legislation and meeting 
with stakeholders to discuss 
the implications for Iowa’s 
colleges and universities,” 
Hand said. “He is encouraged 
that the bill does include an 
increase in funding for year-
round Pell grants."

“My top issues are substan-
tive, as in the majority of the 
council already agrees upon 
these issues — those [issues] 
being affordable housing, re-
gional transportation, and cli-
mate change and the climate 
crisis that the city recently ad-
opted,” Bergus said.

Bergus said she would stay 
focused on implementing the 
city’s strategic plan and policy 
level issues if elected.

“I hope to build consen-
sus on the council and tak-
ing the strength of this to act 
more decisively and quickly 
on these issues I care about,” 
Bergus said.

Bergus said she would use 
her position as a city coun-
cilor to fight climate change 
and ensure the city’s Climate 
Action Plan is implement-
ed in all aspects. This issue 
shouldn’t be singled out, Ber-
gus said, because it requires 
expediency. 

“It needs to be across the 
board — if there is a policy 
or proposal, there should be 
some type of analysis as to 
how it can affect the environ-
ment,” Bergus said. 

Public education and public 
communication are integral 
to Iowa City’s climate crisis, 
Bergus added, and so is de-
livering information about it 
to every person who lives or 

interacts in the city. 
“We should be [providing] 

this information so citizens 
know how they can make an 
impact in the fight against 
climate change,” Bergus said. 

Bergus’ campaign promis-
es to honor “diversity, equity 
and inclusion,” according to 
its website. 

 “[Diversity, equity, and in-
clusion] has to lay into every 
single thing the city considers 
and decisions the city makes,” 
Bergus said.

She referenced the exist-
ing Social Justice and Racial 
Equity Toolkit in Iowa City 
— toolkits that help city staff 
in different departments to 
effectively collect data, am-
plify community voices, and 
prioritize racial equity in de-
cision-making.

“It has been applied in ev-
ery department [the city has] 
one at a time, but we need to 
make sure this continues,” 
Bergus said. 

Bergus added that the city 
needs to better explain the 
toolkit’s role to the communi-
ty and emphasized the need 

for more communication with 
citizens on this pressing issue.

Bergus also addressed con-
cerns about off-campus hous-
ing for university students 
and the current development 
of luxury student housing, 
which she said is not afford-
able.

“[Considering] the densi-
ty with the city core and the 
compliance with the Afford-
able Housing Action Plan, this 
should be lowering rents in 
outer areas,” Bergus said.

If vacancy rates go up, there 
will be a downward pressure 
on rents, Bergus said. The 
Iowa City Tenants Union is 
working to advocate for ten-
ants and can help in the are-
na of affordable housing, she 
added. 

Bergus emphasized that 
she ultimately would like to 
see voters turn out at the polls 
on Election Day Nov. 5. 
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Understanding and Responding
to Our Polarized Politics:
A Christian Perspecive

Geneva Campus Ministry 
presents University of 
Iowa Associate Professor 
Cary Covington. Join us 
for a lecture on how the 
church and Christians can 
engage amid strife and 
con�ict in our culture.  

Nichole Harris/The Daily Iowan
Hazel Rosenblum-Sellers hands out flyers on the Pentacrest to remind people passing by that local elections are coming up on Monday. Rosen-
blum-Sellers was handing out flyers as part of California Sen. Kamala Harris' bid to secure the Democratic presidential nomination. Other groups 
were also present for entrepeneur Andrew Yang's election campaign and to bring awareness to an upcoming fitness screening.

PAMPHLETS ON THE PENTACREST

BERGUS            
FROM FRONT

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
City Council candidate Laura Bergus sits down for an interview with The Daily Iowan in the Adler Journalism 
Building on Oct. 21.

Alex Edelman/CNP/Zuma Press/TNS
The U.S. Capitol Building is seen at dusk on Jan. 20, 2018, in Washington.

According to an obituary 
published by the Lensing Fu-
neral & Cremation Service, 
Browning grew up in Iowa 
City. She graduated from 

West Branch 
High School 
in 1972 and the 
UI in 1976.

The director 
of operating 
budgets at UI 
Health Care 
for 42 years, a 
neighbor de-

scribed JoEllen Browning as 
“the nicest person you could 
ever know,” The Daily Iowan 
previously reported. She was 
planning on retiring in Feb-
ruary 2020. She was also a 
Eucharistic minister at the 
Newman Catholic Student 
Center. 

“[She was] an outstanding 

senior-level finance leader,” 
UI spokesman Tom Moore 
said in an April statement. 
“We are deeply saddened by 
this loss.”

Browning is survived by 
her two children and four 
siblings. 

Kayli Reese and Brooklyn 
Draisey contributed to this article.

BROWNING           
FROM FRONT

HIGHER ED           
FROM FRONT

JoEllen
Browning
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Local cyclists weigh RAGBRAI controversy effects
Following the resignation of the entire RAGBRAI staff, some longtime riders in the Iowa City community say

there is concern about the future of the traditional bike ride across the state of Iowa.

BY RYLEE WILSON
rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu

As cyclists are faced with a 
choice between participating in 
long-standing Iowa tradition 
RAGBRAI and the new Iowa’s 
Ride, some Iowa City residents 
said the event is creating divi-
sions within the cycling com-
munity.

As previously reported by 
The Daily Iowan, the entire 
RAGBRAI staff announced its 
resignation earlier this month. 
The organization attributed its 
decision to leave to a disagree-
ment with The Des Moines Regis-
ter’s response to concern about 
a racist tweet from Altoona 
man Carson King that resur-
faced.

The former RAGBRAI staff 
recently announced in a so-
cial-media statement that it 
will host “Iowa’s Ride,” which 
is a ride across the state of Iowa 
taking place the same week as 
RAGBRAI. 

The Iowa Bicycle Coalition, 
the largest biking advocacy 
group in the state, endorsed 
Iowa’s Ride. However, other 

members of the cycling com-
munity said they will wait to see 
which ride to support. 

Ryan Baker, owner of World 
of Bikes in Iowa City, does not 
participate in RAGBRAI but 
said there is a sense of con-
fusion as to which ride local 
cyclists should support. Baker 
said he wants to see a ride like 
RAGBRAI continue. 

“We found it to be an ex-
tremely surprising … turn of 
events,” Baker said. “For us, 
we’re waiting for more of the 
storyline to develop to see what 
the direction of the future of 
both rides is going to be.” 

“Think Bicycles of Johnson 
County” President Elizabeth 
Hubing said most cyclists she’s 
heard from are disappointed 
over the divisions the two rides 
created.

“I think that’s a common 
theme for most people, espe-
cially in the Iowa City commu-
nity,” Hubing said. “RAGBRAI 
is the biggest cycling event in 
the U.S., so trying to compete 
against that is sort of petty, in 
my opinion.” 

Geoff’s Bike & Ski owner 

Geoff Perrell began riding in 
RAGBRAI 30 years ago. He said 
the recent controversy around 
the ride has polarized a ride 
that aims to bring cyclists of all 
abilities together. 

“People tie a lot of emotions 
to RAGBRAI and the experi-
ences they have riding across 
the state,” he said. “People feel 
it’s hanging in the balance, and 
it weighs on a lot of people’s 
minds.”

Perrell added that a ride with 
only two or 3,000 riders may 
not be sustainable — small 
towns paying the expense of 
hosting a ride such as RAGB-
RAI will want to see full rider-
ship numbers. 

Hubing also raised the con-
cern that two rides instead of 
one will hurt ridership num-
bers. 

“RAGBRAI has been such 
a big economic driver for our 
state, seeing that go would be 
really sad,” she said. “I feel like 
having two rides will only hurt 
both of them.” 

RAGBRAI is limited to 
around 8,500 weekly riders 
that officially register, although 

many cyclists complete the ride 
without paying the official reg-
istration fee. 

In a statement published Oct. 
15, former RAGBRAI Director T.J 
Juskiewicz said he could “no lon-
ger be an effective leader when 

[his] principles are compromised 
by the leadership of Gannett and 
the Des Moines Register.”

Hubing said she is hopeful 
that Juskiewicz and his team 
can come to some kind of rec-
onciliation with the Register.

“RAGBRAI, in my opinion, 
has never been about the orga-
nizers; it’s been about the peo-
ple who do the ride,” she said. 
“Seeing the team make it about 
themselves has been a little bit 
disappointing.”

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
Cyclists ride during the Big Rove bicycle event on June 29. The route, which is part of the RAGBRAI training 
series, was 36 miles long starting in Iowa City with stops in North Liberty and Solon.

BY GRETCHEN LENTH
gretchen-lenth@uiowa.edu

When the Stanley Museum of 
Art lost its building in the 2008 
Iowa flood, the community 
raised concern over the loss of 
art and space for exhibits. How-
ever, the loss of a university con-
nection to the greater artistic 
community slipped the minds 
of many.

The lack of a building necessi-
tated the creation of various out-
reach programs, said UI Stanley 
Museum of Art Senior Living 
Communities Program Coor-
dinator Amanda Lensing. This 
initiative ultimately led the mu-
seum to develop its Senior Living 
Community Outreach Program 
in 2011.

Over the last eight years, the 
program has undergone a series 
of changes, Lensing said. It has 
expanded its reach significantly 
since Lensing took her position 
as coordinator in 2017, she added.

Lensing assembles art pro-
grams to present to senior-liv-
ing communities and senior 
groups. Because of the variety 
of abilities and experiences 
the event participants possess, 
Lensing said, her activities take 
on a variety of forms. For exam-
ple, a range of PowerPoints and 
open discussions to hands-on 
activities and interactions with 
art pieces from Stanley’s school 

collection are available for peo-
ple to partake in.

Lensing said her program 
has succeeded when people who 
showcase every level of ability 
get something out of it, even if 
she must adjust her activities to 
suit specific needs.

“When I’m doing a hands-on 
activity for some residents, they 
may not be able to create the 
origami or whatever I’m doing, 
but I can sit in front of them and 
show them the colors and tell 
them the history,” Lensing said.

Despite a lack of marketing, 
Lensing said the program has 
successfully expanded through 
word of mouth. In 2017, only 
seven programs were offered in 
three different counties. Now, 
Lensing runs 23 different pro-
grams for seven communities 
within four counties. This ex-
pansion has allowed Lensing to 
present to her grandfather in 
Marion.

Expansion was funded in 
part through grant money 
awarded by the Community 
Foundation of Johnson County, 
Lensing said.

Thanks to the resources pro-
vided for her program, Lensing 
said she has been able to exper-
iment with new events — in-
cluding the Art of Show and 
Tell, where activity participants 
gather in a circle and share the 
stories behind their own per-

sonal art.
“I saw a need, especially in 

senior-living communities, for 
them to share what they have 
and what they’ve brought into 
the community,” Lensing said.

By listening to the stories that 
residents have to tell, Lensing 
said she learns more from her 
events than the participants 
themselves likely do.

Melrose Meadows Retire-
ment Community Wellness 
Coordinator April Marvin said 
there’s a reason she’s helped co-
ordinate events with Lensing for 
as long as she can remember.

“A lot of times, if residents are 
only around the other residents 
here, everyone’s in the same 
boat,” Marvin said. “They’ve all 
got aches and pains and the 

things that go along with ag-
ing. I think these programs help 
[residents] stay young.”

Melrose Meadows resident 
Marilyn Wilson has a minor in 
art and said she finds great value 
in what the program has to offer.

“I think art is a wonderful 
form of the fine things in life,” 
Wilson said. “The more we’re 
exposed to it, the more we ap-

preciate it.”
Through social engagement 

in art-movement discussions to 
activities she can reflect on over 
a cup of coffee, Wilson said she 
deeply appreciates what Lens-
ing and her program bring to 
Melrose Meadows every month.

“It makes me feel like a child 
waiting for Christmas,” Wilson 
said.

Stanley Museum program brings art to local seniors 
While the Stanley Museum of Art lacks a permanent building, the museum’s Senior Living Communities Program 

Coordinator Amanda Lensing has brought art activities directly to senior centers and senior groups through outreach.

Hayden Froehlich/The Daily Iowan
Stanley Museum of Art Senior Living Communities Program Coordinator Amanda Lensing discusses Francis R. White’s Cedar Rapids Murals with 
senior citizens at Melrose Meadows Retirement Community on Oct. 24.
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http://www.copyworks.com


Local governance works 
best when local governments 
work together. 

The Iowa City Community 
School District serves stu-
dents who reside under the 
jurisdiction of many local-gov-
ernment entities. The Iowa 

City City Council is an import-
ant government partner. 

Since moving back to the 
area after a distinguished 
career in service to our 
country working with the 
State Department, Janice 
Weiner has demonstrated a 
commitment to serving our 
communities in a number of 
capacities. I believe that as 
a member of the Iowa City 
City Council, she will work 
with the school district on 

issues important to both the 
city and the schools. Her fo-
cus and passion for promot-
ing and supporting mental 
health provides one example 
of her commitment to the 
families who are a part of the 
school-district community. 

Issues such as mental 
health do not exist in any 
particular governmental si-
lo, and require cooperation 
and collaboration in order 
to make the most positive 
impact. I support and en-
courage people to vote for 
Weiner for an at-large seat 
on the Iowa City City Council 
on Nov. 5.

— J.P. Claussen
Iowa City resident

THE DAILY IOWAN  |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2019

Opinions

EDITORIAL POLICYSTAFF
THE DAILY IOWAN is a multifaceted news-media orga-
nization that provides fair and accurate coverage of events and 
issues pertaining to the University of Iowa, Iowa City, Johnson 
County, and the state of Iowa. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR may be submitted via email to 
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu (as text, not attachments). Each letter 
must be signed and include an address and phone number for veri-
fication. Letters should not exceed 300 words and may be edited for 
clarity, length, style, and space limitations, including headlines. The 
DI will only publish one letter per author per month. Letters will be 
chosen for publication by the editors according to space consider-
ations. No advertisements or mass mailings, please.

GUEST OPINIONS that exceed 300 words in length must 
be arranged with the Opinions editor at least three days prior 
to the desired date of publication. Guest opinions are selected 
in accordance with length, subject relevance, and space consid-
erations. Guest opinions may be edited for length, clarity, style, 
and space limitations.

READER COMMENTS that may appear were originally 
posted on dailyiowan.com or on the DI’s social media platforms 
in response to published material. They will be chosen for print 
publication when they are deemed to be well-written and to for-
ward public discussion. They may be edited for length and style. 

GUEST OPINION

Janice Weiner best 
for our community
An Iowa City resident writes on why he 
thinks Weiner best addresses key issues.

Marissa Payne  Editor-in-Chief 

Elijah Helton  Opinions Editor

Taylor Newby, Krystin Langer, Jason O’Day, Peyton Downing, Emily Creery, Becca Bright, 
Ally Pronina, Kalen McCain, Conner Hanke, Mariana Garces  Columnists

Lucee Laursen, Madison Lotenschtein, Anna Banerjee  Contributors

Haley Triem, AJ Boulund  Cartoonists

COLUMNS, CARTOONS, and OTHER OPINIONS CONTENT reflect the opinions of the authors and are not 
necessarily those of the Editorial Board, The Daily Iowan, or other organizations in which the author may be involved.

Marissa Payne, Brooklyn Draisey, Elijah Helton, Taylor Newby, Jason O’Day  Editorial Board 

EDITORIALS reflect the majority opinion of the DI Editorial Board and not the opinion of the publisher, Student Publications Inc., 
or the University of Iowa. 

4

Would you ever dress up 
as a fictional character with 
a disability? Back in 2016, a 
popular costume was Hazel 
Grace from The Fault in Our 
Stars. Teenagers dressed up 
as the character by wearing 
a nasal cannula attached to 
nothing. Similar to racist 
costumes that come around 
every Halloween, dressing 
up with a disability is also 
offensive.

If people living with such 
conditions do not want dis-
abilities to be used as Hal-
loween costumes, we should 
respect that to avoid hurting 
and offending anyone. Dis-
abilities and equipment are 
more than just a costume for 
people living with certain 
conditions.

Also, using a disability as a 
Halloween costume contrib-
utes to the stigma by making 
disabilities seem to be scary 
or something to be feared. 
It can make people who are 
already worried about oth-
ers being afraid of them 
even more self-conscious. 
Imagine being labeled as a 
“monster” because of a facial 
deformity or mental illness. 
How would you feel if some-

one decided to dress up as a 
person with your disability 
for Halloween?

Besides not using disabil-
ities as Halloween costumes, 
we can also show respect 
for people with disabilities 
by being culturally aware of 
them. For example, kids with 
communication disorders, 
cognitive impairments, and 
social anxiety might not say 
“thank you” after receiving 

candy, but they don’t do so 
with the intention of being 
rude. They may not be able to 
communicate verbally, be too 
nervous around strangers to 
do so, or not be able to under-
stand they should thank the 
person handing out candy. 

Children who have a hard 
time paying attention to 
you as you hand them can-
dy also may not be doing it 
to be rude. They might have 

ADHD or some other condi-
tion that makes social inter-
actions difficult.

Also, some kids with dis-
abilities may need help with 
getting the candy. If some-
one has a hard time grab-
bing a piece of candy, he or 
she might have a disability 
that affects motor function. 
Sometimes it can make all 
the difference by just giving 
a kid a piece of candy.

Think before laughing at 
someone who is afraid of 
your costume. What if that 
fear is caused by post-trau-
matic stress disorder or a 
serious psychological pho-
bia? A fear of spiders may 
seem funny to you, but not 
for someone who has PTSD 
from being abused by the 
creatures in the past. 

Someone who is “taking 
forever” to open the door 
might have a physical dis-
ability, and that is why they 
need some time to get the 
basket of candy and answer 
the door. Remember some-
one who answers the door 
and doesn’t follow social 
norms may do so because of 
a disability.

Of course, I’m not say-
ing that in all the situations 
mentioned above, the person 
is doing something because 
of a disability. I’m saying it 
is possible so be open-heart-
ed and open-minded. Don’t 
make conclusions about 
people before learning their 
stories. 

It’s up to all of us to make 
Halloween a fun and festive 
time for everyone.

Facebook needs to be a bastion of free speech
Mark Zuckerberg is moving in the right direction with his company’s decisions regarding the First Amendment freedom.

COLUMN

COLUMN

Don’t overlook disabilities on Halloween
There are many issues to consider regarding the holiday for those with disabilities.

Facebook is probably the 
most ubiquitous space for 
sharing information in mod-
ern society. 
F o r t u n a t e -
ly, Zucker-
berg’s recent 
speech at 
Georgetown 
U n i v e r s i t y 
seems to in-
dicate that 
he generally understands 
the importance of provid-
ing everyone a fair shake at 
making their views heard.

“More people across 
the spectrum believe that 
achieving the political out-
comes they think matter is 
more important than ev-
ery person having a voice,” 
Zuckerberg said. “I think 
that’s dangerous.”

He’s exactly right. It is al-
ways better to have too much 
free expression than not 
enough. Social-media plat-
forms should be just that — 
platforms. Cell-phone com-
panies do not regulate texts 

or group-texts for fake news, 
conspiracies, or so-called hate 
speech. This should be the 
same with Facebook. The au-
thority and power that Face-
book currently bestows upon 
its fact checkers is morally 
illegitimate.

Even the most prominent 
news sources in America are 
not immune to error. News-
papers from The Daily Iowan 
to the Wall Street Journal issue 
corrections and retractions 
to their own mistakes when 

necessary. No group of fact 
checkers possesses the col-
lective omniscience to objec-
tively determine the accuracy 
of claims in every single Face-
book advertisement.

There is a spontaneous or-
der on social media. People 
fact check each other. It’s 
almost impossible to fairly 
distinguish between satire, 
hate speech, and authentic 
news.

About a week before the 
2018 midterm election I post-
ed a Facebook status encour-
aging Republicans to vote on 
Tuesday and Democrats to 
vote on Wednesday. It was 

a joke and my friends knew 
that. But someone reported 
the post, then Facebook de-
leted it and sent a notification 
scolding me for spreading 
disinformation.

Rep. Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez, D-N.Y., grilled 
Zuckerberg during a hear-
ing last week. During the 
hearing, the indignant con-
gresswoman smeared The 
Daily Caller, a right-leaning 
news site co-founded by 
Tucker Carlson, calling the 

site “white 
supremacist.” 
The angry 
29-year old 
is not qual-
ified to dic-
tate how an 
e x t r e m e l y 
complex mul-

tinational tech corporation 
should conduct its business.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Mass., is on a populist cru-
sade to break up Facebook and 
prevent it from owning sub-
sidiaries such as Instagram 
or Whatsapp. Such despotic 
regulation runs anathema to 
American values. Earlier this 
month, leaked audio revealed 
that Zuckerberg justifiably 
labeled her as an existential 
threat to his company.

Senators such as Josh Haw-
ley, R-Mo., and Ted Cruz, 
R-Tex., seem eager to regulate 
supposed viewpoint discrimi-
nation against conservatives 

by social-media companies, 
which is equally wrong. They 
seem short-sighted to the po-
tential of their new regulato-
ry structures being abused 
when Democrats are in pow-
er. Facebook is a private cor-
poration and should be legally 
free to regulate content as it 
sees fit.

That said, I believe the plat-
form was wrong to ban Alex 
Jones, Milo Yiannopoulos, 
and Louis Farakhan among 
other provocative individu-

als from the site last spring. 
It creates the potential for a 
slippery slope. Their speech 
may be abhorrent, but as a 
general matter it was not di-
rectly harming anyone.

That’s not to say Facebook 
should be a jungle where any-
thing goes. If someone ex-
plicitly incites violence, then 
platforms would be justified 
to censor or ban that person. 
The problem with the bans 
against Jones and others like 
him is that Facebook failed to 

provide clear standards as to 
what policies were violated 
and how other users could 
avoid similar penalties. Life-
time bans are unforgiving 
and wrong because people are 
capable of change.

Protecting free speech is 
paramount for a free society. 
If Facebook is truly commit-
ted to fostering freedom of 
expression, then its policies 
should reflect the sentiments 
of Zuckerberg’s Georgetown 
speech.

Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/TNS
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg testifies before the Senate Judiciary and Commerce Committees on Capitol Hill 
over a social-media data breach on April 10, 2018, in Washington.

JASON O’DAY
jason-oday@uiowa.edu

‘No group of fact checkers possesses the 
collective omniscience to objectively determine 
the accuracy of claims in every single Facebook 

advertisement.’

‘If people living with such conditions do not want 
disabilities to be used as Halloween costumes, 
we should respect that to avoid hurting and 

offending anyone.’

‘Janice Weiner has demonstrated a commitment 
to serving our communities in a number of 

capacities.’

ALLY PRONINA
aleona-pronina@uiowa.edu
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ARTS & CULTURE

BY ASHLEY DAWSON
ashley-dawson@uiowa.edu

Cowboys and cowgirls are 
a thing of the past — a band 
whose namesake is the gen-
der-neutral term “Cowpoke” 
is making strides in Iowa 
City’s music scene.

Consisting of vocalist and 
instrumentalist Elli Bands-
tra and guitarist Aaron Lon-
goria, the former internet 
friends teamed up in the 
spring after Longoria picked 
up Bandstra’s guitar during 
a mutual friend’s wine night.

Once the two began to har-
monize together with Lon-
goria’s guitar and Bandstra’s 

voice, Cowpoke jumped into 
existence with five simple 
words from Bandstra: “We 
should start a band.”

Despite this, starting a 
band came with its challeng-
es. During their very first 
jam session, the duo did not 
have any guitar picks, so the 
two used their University of 
Iowa student IDs. By the end 
of the session, Bandstra and 
Longoria had written four 
songs.

Now, donning their cow-
boy hats during their sets, 
the duo plays at house shows 
and small venues around 
Iowa City. Bandstra, a UI se-
nior majoring in cinematic 

arts, stunts her brown hat 
over her cascading brunette 
locks, while Longoria, who 
graduated from the UI in 
May, wears his black hat 
over his long, dark hair.

Before forming Cowpoke, 
Bandstra played piano and 
guitar throughout her child-
hood. Although she had 
quit playing for a while, she 
brought her guitar to college 
and began picking the in-
strument back up. She also 
plays the ukulele and is try-
ing to teach herself how to 
play the banjo. Longoria, on 
the other hand, only plays 
his guitar in the band.

The majority of Cowpoke’s 

songs are originals, although 
the two have not yet record-
ed any songs together. With 
hopes to release their first 
recorded set by the end of 
November, the only place 
to hear Cowpoke’s music is 
at live performances, which 
they often play alongside big-
ger names around Iowa City.

Though they started out 
small, only playing gigs 
landed through mutual 
friends, Cowpoke’s most re-
cent performance was with 
Dog Dave and Lazy Twitch at 
the River City Housing Col-
lective’s Halloween Party on 
Oct. 26. Their next perfor-
mance will be Nov. 3 at The 

Mill for the “Songs for SILT” 
event, alongside Truffle Pig, 
Not Jupiter, and Scamper.

At these events, a crowd 
member is likely to hear 
some of Cowpoke’s original 
songs, written by both Band-
stra and Longoria, such as 
“Space Cowboy,” “Chardon-
nay,” and “Bloom Jam.”

“Aaron will have a chord 
progression, and I’ll just 
kind of throw some words on 
there,” Bandstra said. “Our 
process is very open-ended.”

The band’s tendency to 
perform varying styles is 
just as unique as its song-
writing process. Including 
selections from country, 

western, indie, alternative, 
and grungy sounds, Lon-
goria describes Cowpoke’s 
overall sound as “cowboy 
crunch.” Its various styles 
play into the group’s goal to 
move away from genre la-
bels, as well.

“What is genre? What is 
genre outside of how people 
are going to label our music?” 
Longoria said. “We go more 
for an energy or a vibe.”

The male-female duo also 
named its band Cowpoke 
to eliminate the gendered 
terms “cowboy” and “cow-
girl.”

As Longoria said, “Anyone 
can be a cowpoke.”

All-inclusive duo Cowpoke starts musical career 
With songs that experiment with different genres, members Elli Bandstra and Aaron Longoria perform

in newly formed band Cowpoke, which will next perform at The Mill on Nov. 3.

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Cowpoke performs at River City Housing Collective on Sunday. As part of a Halloween celebration, River City Collective Housing hosted various local bands along with a costume contest.

Study Abroad launches honors trip to Greece
A new University of Iowa opportunity to study abroad is available exclusively to honors students.

The trip to Greece is a summer program, and the first honors study-abroad trip the UI has offered. 

BY LAUREN WHITE
lauren-white@uiowa.edu

Through a new study-
abroad program titled “An-
cient Perspectives, Modern 
Eyes,” Honors students can 
now travel to Greece for the 
summer in the University of 
Iowa’s first opportunity of 
this kind.

Based in Athens, Greece, 
the new UI Honors study-
abroad program allows stu-
dents to travel to various an-
cient sites in Greece. The first 
trip will take place from early 
to mid-June in summer 2020, 
and students in attendance 
are required to take an hon-
ors course in which they gain 
knowledge to prepare them 
for the trip.  

Limited to 25 students, the 
estimated costs for each indi-
vidual on the trip is between 
$7,000 and $8,000 to cover all 
fees and purchases. 

To apply for the program, 
the trip was set apart from 
others because interested 
students were required to 
answer questions explain-
ing how the trip would affect 
them, as well as their pre-
vious academic experience 
with Greece, according to 
honors documents.

UI Honors Program Direc-
tor Art Spisak said the first 
few spots on the trip are of-
fered to students in the hon-
ors program, and the remain-
der are offered to students 
studying classical languages, 
ancient civilizations, history, 
art history, religion, or an-
thropology.  

“This is not the first trip to 
Greece through the universi-
ty, but this is the first honors 
study-abroad course,” Spisak 

said. “This trip will have a 
completely new itinerary and 
curriculum [compared with] 
any of the previous trips.” 

Spisak said it is important 
for students to travel and get 
in touch with ancient civi-
lization, because it makes 
them more culturally literate. 

UI Study Abroad Pro-
grams Senior Associate Di-
rector Elizabeth Wildenberg 
de Hernandez said students 
on the trip can learn about 

things that textbooks cannot 
teach them. Students can 
get real-world experiences 
in places they would other-
wise only see in textbooks, 
she said. 

“Students can actual-
ly look at and walk around 
ancient sites that they are 
reading about in texts,” 
Wildenberg de Hernandez 
said. “They will observe and 
touch ancient artifacts and 
talk to scholars based in the 

location, using a more holis-
tic learning format.”

Students also learn a lot 
about themselves while 
studying overseas, Wilden-
berg de Hernandez added.

“They learn how to work 
with people that are different 
from themselves and how to 
slow down and appreciate 
different aspects of life that 
they may not have noticed 
before,” she said. 

UI Classics Department 

Undergraduate Studies Di-
rector Debra Trusty created 
the new study-abroad course. 
She said traveling has always 
been an important part of her 
life and has benefited her so 
much that it motivated her 
to create the course with stu-
dents in mind. 

While most of the tour is 
structured, the students will 
have a few free days in Ath-
ens throughout the trip. This 
will allow the group to safely 

explore the city at their lei-
sure, Trusty said. 

“I think it’s impossible 
to learn who you are as a 
person if you don’t travel. 
I want my students to feel 
the self-sufficiency and in-
dependence that a study-
abroad experience brought 
to me,” Trusty said. “Travel-
ing in any foreign country is 
an amazing experience be-
cause a student learns their 
limits and abilities.”

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
The University of Iowa Study Abroad office is seen on Oct. 21. The study abroad office is offering its first honors trip to Greece this summer.



BY BEN PALYA
benjamin-palya@uiowa.edu 

A preseason tradition 
regardless of the sport is 
looking ahead at the up-
coming season’s schedule. 
The same applies to the 
Iowa women’s basketball 
team, who has a challeng-
ing slate of opponents in 
front of it this season.

After Iowa’s Elite Eight 
run last season, the 
Hawkeyes will be a target 
for opponents this season, 
regardless of the players 
the team lost from that 
team. Iowa faces a solid 
nonconference schedule 
again this season, paired 
with an always difficult Big 
Ten schedule.

Iowa begins the season with 
multiple home games, in-
cluding an exhibition against 
Winona State on Nov. 3. That 
matchup will be a much-need-
ed warm-up heading into the 
regular season. 

“Every team has to have 
a couple of games to learn 
from,” sophomore forward 
Monika Czinano said. “We 
go against our grey squad 
in practice, but that’s not 
exactly the same as going 
against other basketball 
players.”

The team will be eased 
into the season with some 
winnable matches before 
traveling to Cedar Falls 
to take on in-state rival 
Northern Iowa. The Pan-
thers return several start-
ers, including guard Karli 
Rucker, who lead the team 

in scoring with 15 points 
per game.

A trip to Puerto Rico will 
be a nice break from the 
Iowa winter, with three 
winnable games against 
Cincinnati, Towson, and 
Washington. Cincinna-
ti will be the most diffi-
cult opponent for Iowa on 
the trip, but the Hawkeyes 
should shoot for a reason-

able 7-0 start to the season. 
After the Puerto Rico 

classic is where the com-
petition begins to heat up. 
This stretch of nonconfer-
ence play will be important 
in setting expectations for 
the season.

After Thanksgiving 
break, the Hawkeyes will 
welcome a hungry Clem-
son team that made its 

first NCAA tournament 
appearance in 17 years last 
season. Although the Tigers 
lost two starters, the team’s 
leading scorer Keli Thorn-
ton returned and will be a 
difficult game for Iowa. 

Another wrinkle in the 
game is now graduated Ta-
nia Davis’s return to Carv-
er-Hawkeye Arena, after 
Davis joined the Tigers’ 

coaching staff during the 
offseason.

After the game against 
the Tigers, the Hawkeyes 
will travel to Ames for 
the annual Cy-Hawk ri-
valry game against Iowa 
State. The Cyclones will 
be a tough out as the team 
finished 17th in the final 
coaches poll. The team re-
turns two starters and will 

look to replicate an offense 
that finished ranked 13th in 
the nation in points scored 
per game. 

After the big game 
against the Cyclones, the 
Hawkeyes finish up the 
nonconference slate at 
home against North Caro-
lina Central and Drake, the 
latter of which head coach 
Lisa Bluder had high praise.

“Drake’s expected to have 
one of their best teams in a 
long time, so we’re excited 
to bring them in and we’re 
glad we don’t have to play 
them in Des Moines,” she 
said.

The Bulldogs will be an-
other difficult opponent to 
round out nonconference 
play, with the team return-
ing many impact players 
of a team that made it to 
the NCAA Tournament and 
dominated the Missouri 
Valley Conference. Seniors 
Becca Hittner and Sara 
Rhine return, averaging 
a combined 38 points per 
game. 

The Bulldogs averaged 
80.5 points per game last 
season, good for 10th, the 
team also finished with a 
top-10 field goal percentage 
in the country.

The Hawkeyes will re-
ceive their fair share of 
challenges during noncon-
ference play. Games against 
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Iowa will have a new identity this season after losing key players from last season’s squad.
The team will look to find that identity through a tough nonconference schedule.

Nonconference schedule
poses challenge for Hawkeyes

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Kathleen Doyle dribbles the ball by Baylor guard Didi Richards during the NCAA Elite 8 game against Baylor at the Greensboro Coliseum 
Complex on April 1. 

ACROSS
 1 Shelter grp.
 5 Taj Mahal city
 9 Rabbit’s foot
12 With 50-Down, home of Goodyear
13 Modern-day Persia
14 Kismet
15 Protective garments worn for dental X-rays
17 Let the host know
18 Project’s windup
19 90° on a compass
20 India ___
21 Not stereo
22 Hefty lexical ref.
23 Competitor of Petro-Canada
25 Grated food flavorer used in baking
29 “Not on your life!”
32 Holder of a collateral loan

33 Aromatic shrubs yielding an essential oil
36 It’s “read” during a reprimand
37 Fowl with a showy mate
38 Temporary tattoo dye
39 About half of a regular-season schedule
41 Gold-coated
45 Snorters’ quarters
46 Galleria display
48 It’s fixed when it’s flat
49 Capital of Qatar
51 Religious symbol resembling a plus sign … or a
  hint to the three groups of shaded squares in
  this puzzle
54 “That makes sense now”
55 Set in direct opposition to
56 It’s fixed when it’s flat
57 Spanish liqueur
58 Hollows between hills

59 Thor, to Odin
60 Cabinet position: Abbr.
61 Kirk ___, first actor to play Superman on the
 big screen

DOWN
  1 Balls of yarn
 2 April 1 activities
 3 End of a concerto
 4 Fussy to excess
 5 What jars with fireflies need
 6 “I started a boat-building business in my attic
  … Now sails are going through the roof,” e.g.
 7 Price of freedom
 8 Addie’s husband in “As I Lay Dying”
 9 Annual parade locale since 1890
10 Rugged four-wheelers, for short
11 Openly mourned
12 Title role for Michael Caine or Jude Law
14 Playground game with teams
16 Pollutant concentration meas.
22 Burger topper
24 Accepting bribes
26 Lena of “Havana”
27 Jiffy
28 Vietnamese holiday
30 Mournful poem
31 With 52-Down, passage to the heart
33 Letters on a speedometer
34 Naval petty officer: Abbr.
35 What a shofar is typically made from
36 Be worry-free
38 One at risk of ex- communication
40 Leatherneck
42 “Wouldn’t that be nice!”
43 Mitigate
44 Trials and tribulations
47 Heart chart, briefly
49 They might be connected by children … or
  detectives
50 See 12-Across
51 College application figs.
52 See 31-Down
53 Currency on the Arabian Peninsula

americaneedsjournalists.com
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Iowa State, Drake, Clemson, 
and Princeton will be par-
ticularly testing, but Iowa 
can use the balanced sched-
ule to figure out its new 
team identity.

situations, how to get through 
things in practice — I think 
definitely makes us have a real 
good relationship.”

Evelyn’s previous experi-
ence speaks for itself.

In his best season with the 
Crusaders in 2017-18, Evelyn 
averaged 12.6 points per game 

on 38.3 percent shooting from 
deep to go along with 3.1 re-
bounds, 2.9 assists, and 1.4 
steals per game.

McCaffery and Toussaint; 
however, don’t have any col-
lege experience.

McCaffery is Iowa City West 
High’s all-time leading scorer 
and was the 60th-best pros-
pect in the nation, according 
to ESPN. Toussaint was a fi-
nalist for Mr. Basketball in 
the state of New York and the 

fifth-best recruit in the state, 
according to 247Sports.

Now, all three of them are 
beginning a new journey in 
Iowa City.

“[Evelyn] adds a lot of col-
legiate experience, more so 
than me and Joe,” McCaffery 
said. “We’ve kind of bonded 
together just because we’re 
all newcomers. We’re always 
with Bakari. He’s just some-
body that everybody obvious-
ly really enjoys to be around. 

Just somebody who’s fit in 
pretty seamlessly with the 
rest of our group.”

As someone who’s been 
through the grind of col-
lege basketball before, Eve-
lyn can help McCaffery and 
Toussaint in many ways, 
whether it’s showing them 
how to get through a three-
hour practice or providing 
an example of how to act 
when things aren’t going 
well in practice.

Sharing the unique bond 
of being newcomers with an 
experienced college player 
is rare in the Hawkeye pro-
gram, but Toussaint and Mc-
Caffery have already benefit-
ed from it. 

“We talk a lot about this 
upcoming season,” Toussaint 
said. “He’s a veteran. He’s 
just a grad transfer; I’m a 
freshman. So, I just tell him 
like, ‘Can you teach me some 
points of how to score, how to 

pass the ball, how to get into 
the lane?’”

And when McCaffery and 
Toussaint miss the bus as 
they adjust to the campus and 
transit system in Iowa City, 
they know they can count on 
Evelyn to pick them up.

“I’ve been their little Uber 
driver a little bit,” Evelyn 
said. “If the bus isn’t open, I 
definitely get a call from Pat. 
That’s my guy. I can get them 
anytime.”

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8



of the season. 
“I was like, ‘Mmm, golden 

opportunity,’” Golston said. 
“Get the offense on the field 
right now.” 

Epenesa also posted a solid 
performance on Saturday, re-
cording five tackles with 0.5 
sacks, combining with red-
shirt freshman Joe Evans.

Through eight games last 
season, Epenesa had already 
registered eight sacks on his 
way to leading the Big Ten 
with 10.5.

While his production has 
dwindled this season, Epenesa’s 
still finding ways to get to the 
quarterback while facing double 
teams, and his teammates are 
getting in on the action, as well.

“I guess if they’re going to 
double or triple-team me, we’re 
going to have multiple one-on-
ones on the field,” Epenesa 
said. “No matter who it is, we 
got guys that can win one-one 
one situations, and we got guys 
that should win… If they’re 

going to do that, if they think 
that’s necessary, then we’re go-
ing to take advantage of it with 
the other guys.” 

Iowa has been on both sides 
of close games this season.

It fell to Michigan 10-3 and 
lost to Penn State 17-12 in a 
two-week stretch earlier in the 
month before picking up a 26-
20 win over Purdue on Oct. 19, 
as the Boilermakers made it a 
game late.

In all of those games, Io-
wa’s defense — which hasn’t 
allowed more than 20 points 
in a game this season — kept 
the Hawkeyes within striking 
distance.

The defense will need to 
keep up that level of play as the 
Hawkeyes look to get back to In-
dianapolis for the Big Ten Cham-
pionship with Wisconsin and 
Minnesota standing in the way. 

“[On Saturday] our defense 
did a great job, and they’ve 
been playing pretty darn 
good,” Iowa head coach Kirk 
Ferentz said. “In any sport, if 
you can play defense, you’ve 
got a chance to win games, so 
I’m OK with that. And I’m OK 
if we score points, too.”

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8
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Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive end A.J. Epenesa pursues the quarterback during a football game between Iowa and Rutgers at Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 7. 

Sixteen. Five of eight total 
Hawkeyes competing in the 
singles round of 64 also man-
aged to advance.

“Clutch doubles play from 
both of our teams today to pull 
out tiebreakers,” Iowa head 
coach Ross Wilson said. “It 
was the best doubles I’ve seen 
from Nikita and Matt this sea-
son. I really liked the way Matt 
competed today. He was able 

to win two very close sets after 
losing the first set. He showed 
a lot of mental toughness to be 
down a set to come back and 
win, 7-5, 7-6.”

On Oct. 26 it became evi-
dent that nothing was going 
to slow Iowa down.

Both Hawkeye doubles 
pairs qualified for the quar-
terfinals. In addition, two 
Hawkeyes navigated their 
way into the singles round of 
16. Iowa’s Kareem Allaf even 
managed to move on to the 
singles round of eight.

“The competition will get 

a lot tougher for Kareem to-
morrow,” Wilson said. “He will 
need everything in the tank 
for his matches on Sunday.”

Allaf did an admirable job 
on Sunday. He came up just 
shy of defending the cham-
pionship title he won at last 
year’s ITA Regional Tourna-
ment. Allaf defeated Oklaho-
ma’s Mark Mandlik in straight 
sets in the round of eight. 
Shortly after his victory, Allaf 
was dispatched in the semifi-
nals by Kody Pearson of Tulsa.

“Kareem had a great tourna-
ment,” Wilson said. “I thought 

he played at a high level but ran 
into a tough match against his 
opponent from Tulsa.”

Iowa’s double tandems also 
had a strong showing. The duo 
of freshman Matt Clegg and ju-
nior Nikita Snezhko was extin-
guished in straight sets in the 
semifinals. However, the dyad 
of sophomore Oliver Okonkwo 
and junior Will Davies waltzed 
into the doubles championship. 

Unfortunately for Davies 
and Okonkwo, Oklahoma 
State’s Luke Hammond and 
Emile Hudd came to play on 
Sunday. Hammond and Hudd 

handled Davies and Okonkwo 
in straight sets.

“Nice win in the semifinals 
for Will and Oliver coming 
back from a set down,” Wilson 
said. “They played at a high 
level to finish the match in 
the tiebreaker. Unfortunately, 
in the finals, they could not 
hold onto their 4-1 lead in the 
first set and the momentum 
changed and they were unable 
to recover.”

The Hawkeyes did not take 
home any championship hard-
ware last weekend. None-
theless, the Hawkeyes were 

impressive on all four days of 
tournament play, going 19-14 
across 33 matches. The weekend 
will likely provide Iowa with a 
viable source of momentum 
going forward this fall.

“Hopefully our results are 
good enough from this past 
week to earn a couple at-large 
spots in singles and doubles 
at fall nationals in California,” 
Wilson said.

Iowa’s next chance to im-
prove its résumé for fall na-
tionals will come at the Big 
Ten Indoor Championships 
on Nov. 1.

TENNIS
CONTINUED FROM 8



BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

In 2018, A.J. Epenesa and Chauncey Golston 
weren’t starters on what was possibly Iowa’s single 
strongest position group.

Instead, Golston saw around 25 snaps per game 
on the defensive line, and Epenesa was mainly 
thrust into action on passing downs. Parker Hesse 
and Anthony Nelson held down the fort for the ma-
jority of the game. 

That’s hard to believe when looking at their pro-
duction this season. Although the stats — especial-
ly Epenesa’s — aren’t as eye-popping as they were 

last season, each defensive end still finds ways to 
impact the game.

Now, Golston and Epenesa are playing upwards 
of 60 snaps a game, and they’re taking advantage 
of the extra time on the field.

“Coming from last year, I was at like 25 snaps 
a game. Now I’m like 60-plus,” Golston said. “The 
first game, it was kind of shocking, because I’ve 
seen Anthony do it and Parker, but to be out there 
and experience it yourself, it takes a second to get 
used to.”

Epenesa and Golston rank first and third on 
the Hawkeyes in sacks, respectively, with Epenesa 
racking up 3.5 so far and Golston taking opposing 

quarterbacks down 2.5 times.
They’ve both made impacts in the passing game 

as well.
Epenesa has batted down three passes this sea-

son, and Golston intercepted a pass against North-
western on Oct. 26. 

The pass from Wildcat quarterback Aidan Smith 
was tipped by Hawkeye defensive tackle Brady 
Reiff. From there, it fell into Golston’s arms.

Although the turnover only yielded a missed 
field goal, it set the tone for Iowa defensively, as the 
Hawkeyes recorded their second Big Ten shutout 

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu 

Drive around Iowa City at any time, and three 
new but familiar faces might cruise right by.

Those three faces would belong to new Hawk-
eye basketball players Bakari Evelyn, Patrick Mc-
Caffery, and Joe Toussaint.

The three teammates are entering the Iowa pro-
gram at the same time  — McCaffery and Toussaint 
as true freshmen and Evelyn as a graduate transfer 
from Valparaiso.

Because of Evelyn’s previous college basketball 
experience — he previously played a season at Ne-
braska before heading to Valpo — he has served as 
a leader for the other two entering the college-bas-
ketball world for the first time. 

“I feel like I’m one of them, like I’m [Toussaint] 
or Patrick sometimes, like I’m a freshman as well,” 
Evelyn said. “Both coming in and both having to 
adjust to a lot of things and me being around be-
fore — being able to tell them how to work through 

“I’ve been their little 
Uber driver a little bit. 
If the bus isn’t open, 
I definitely get a call 
from Pat. That’s my 
guy. I can get them 
anytime.”

— Bakari Evelyn 
on driving 
around the 
freshman 
basketball 
players

Ohio State, Penn State 
earn weekly football 
honors
Ohio State’s J.K. Dobbins and Chase 
Young and Penn State’s Blake Gil-
likin earned weekly Big Ten Football 
honors, the conference announced 
on Monday.

Dobbins was 
named Offensive 
Player of the 
Week after 
totaling 221 
all-purpose yards 
and two touch-
downs in Ohio 
State’s victory 
against Wiscon-

sin. Dobbins rushed for 163 yards, 
averaging 8.1 yards per carry. He is 
the first Buckeye to top 1,000 yards 
rushing as a freshman, sophomore, 
and junior.

Young also con-
tributed to Ohio 
State’s victory 
over the Badgers 
and was named 
conference 
Defensive Player 
of the Week for 
his performance. 
Young tied school 

records with four sacks and five 
tackles for loss against Wisconsin. 
He also forced two fumbles and 
tallied a personal best six solo 
tackles.
Young became the second Buckeye 
ever to record at least 10 sacks in 
two seasons and the first since 
Mike Vrabel in 1994 and 1995.

Gillikin earned 
Special Teams 
Player of the 
Week after 
punting eight 
times for 354 
yards in Penn 
State’s victory 
over Michigan 
State. He landed 

five yards inside the 20-yard line, 
including three punts inside the 
10. Gillikin booted a 58-yard punt 
in the first quarter, his 50th career 
punt over 50 yards.
   This was the second weekly con-
ference honor of each player’s career.

Purdue’s Cleveland earns 
Volleyball Player of the 
Week

Purdue sophomore Grace 
Cleveland was named Big Ten 
Player of the Week, the conference 

announced on 
Monday.

She posted 31 
kills over the 
weekend, averag-
ing 3.44 kills per 
set and a team-
best .431 hitting 
percentage in 
No. 20 Purdue’s 

victories against Iowa and No. 5 
Nebraska.

Cleveland averaged 4.5 points 
per set, 1.22 blocks per set, and a 
career-best four aces in the Boiler-
makers’ upset over No. 5 Nebraska. 
She also tallied a team-best 18 
kills with only one error for a .680 
hitting percentage in Purdue’s win 
over Iowa.

This is the second Player of the 
Week honor of Cleveland’s career.

BY AUSTIN HANSON
austin-hanson@uiowa.edu 

Last season, the Iowa men’s tennis team 
missed the NCAA tournament by one spot. In 
2019-20, the Hawkeyes have proven that they 
are one of the nation’s elite tennis programs.

Iowa competed in the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association’s Regional Tennis Tournament last 
weekend. The outing in Norman, Oklahoma, 
was extremely telling in regard to the quality of 
this Hawkeye team.

The Hawkeyes immediately asserted their 
dominance on the tournament’s first day. Iowa 
went 5-2 on the day, posting a 3-0 record in sin-
gles play. 

The Hawkeyes’ success continued the sec-
ond day of play. Both of Iowa’s doubles pairs 
reigned victorious in the tournament’s Sweet 
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

QUOTE OF THE DAY

More snaps, fewer problems 
Golston and Epenesa are seeing an increase in snaps this season, and they’re taking advantage of it.

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive end Chauncey Golston tackles Northwestern quarterback Aidan Smith during a game against Northwestern at Ryan Field on Oct. 26.

Men’s hoops sees 
three new amigos
Valparaiso transfer Bakari Evelyn’s previous college basketball 
experience helps gives guidance to the freshmen Hawkeyes. Hawkeyes found success at 

the ITAs including Kareem 
Allaf who advanced to the 
semifinals.

SEE BASKETBALL,  6 SEE TENNIS, 7

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Bakari Evelyn poses for a portrait during Basketball Media Day at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Oct. 9. The 
Hawkeyes will open their season Nov. 4 against Lindsey Wilson College in their exhibition game.

STAT OF THE DAY

7
Big Ten schools have clinched 
bowl berths by reaching six 

victories on the season

Hawkeyes 
impress at 
tourney

BIG TEN WEST 
STANDINGS

MINNESOTA (8-0, 5-0 BIG 
TEN)
WISCONSIN (6-2, 3-2)
IOWA (6-2, 3-2)
NEBRASKA (4-4, 2-3)
ILLINOIS (4-4, 2-3)
PURDUE (2-6, 1-4)
NORTHWESTERN (1-6, 0-5)

Dobbins

Young

Gillikin

Cleveland

SEE FOOTBALL, 7

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Kareem Allaf plays a point during a men’s 
tennis match between Iowa and Western Michigan on 
Jan. 19.
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