
BY KAYLI REESE
kayli-reese@uiowa.edu

The former Iowa Hillel director who was 
accused of sexually abusing a 9-year-old 
boy on Sept. 19 has pleaded not guilty to the 
charge of second-degree sexual abuse. 

David Weltman, 29, of Skokie, Illi-
nois, waived his right to an arraign-
ment, choosing instead to sign a written 
arraignment with his plea on Monday. 

He also waived his right to a speedy trial. 
A case-management conference will 

take place at 11 a.m. Dec. 6 at the John-
son County Courthouse. A jury trial has 
also been scheduled for 9 a.m. Jan. 28 in 
Johnson County Courthouse.

At the case-management hearing, 
Weltman may either reaffirm his not 
guilty plea or change the plea, according 
to court documents. 

According to the criminal complaint, 

Weltman allegedly sexually abused a 
9-year-old boy during Hebrew lessons 
at the Hillel House sometime between 
February and March. Weltman took the 
boy to a different room, the complaint 
said, and put his hands down the vic-
tim’s underwear.

Officers interviewed a former ac-
quaintance of Weltman’s, the complaint 
said, and the acquaintance said Welt-
man admitted to being sexually attract-

ed to boys ages 7 to 12. Weltman also 
confessed to watching films featuring 
nude children.

After Weltman was accused of sexual 
abuse, Matthew Berger, vice president 
of communications for Hllel Interna-
tional, confirmed in an email to The Dai-
ly Iowan that Weltman was no longer an 
employee of Iowa Hillel.

Second-degree sexual abuse is a 
Class-B felony.

BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

Vice President Mike Pence told 
a crowd of 500-people at a Waukee 
farm Wednesday that he was there 
to “turn up the heat” on House Dem-
ocrats to pass the U.S.-Mexico-Cana-
da-Agreement.

“I came to Iowa today to turn up the 
heat,” he said. “I came to Iowa today to 
say to the Democrats in Congress it’s 
time to do their job put politics aside, 
put politics aside and pass the USM-
CA this year.”  

He and other Republicans have 
accused Democrats — including Io-
wans in Congress — of holding up 
the USMCA deal, which is currently 
sitting in the Democratic-controlled 
U.S. House.

The USMCA, a renegotiated ver-
sion of  the North Atlantic Free Trade 
Agreement, is a trade agreement be-
tween the three biggest North Amer-
ican countries. In order to go into ef-
fect, the agreement has to be ratified 
by each country’s legislative branch. 
The three countries’ leaders signed 
the agreement in 2018, before Demo-
crats took control of the House. Mexi-
co lawmakers ratified the proposal in 

UI production shows 
community struggle in 
economic depression
UI’s upcoming production 
combines on-location research 
and historic headlines to bring its 
audience into the world of Sweat. 
The show, about a community’s 
struggle with economic downturn, 
premieres at 8 p.m. tonight.
80 Hours, 1B

NASA and Tippie partner 
on project
The Tippie College of Business 
announced its first NASA grant 
to research how astronauts can 
remain engaged while switching 
tasks. The fund is the first part-
nership between Tippie and NASA 
— one of many among the multiple 
partnerships between University 
of Iowa and NASA.

Public Library program 
brings books to retire-
ment communities
When the Iowa City Public Library 
realized retirement home resi-
dents did not have a clear pathway 
to access the library, they brought 
the library to them. The Lobby 
Stop program brings books and 
other materials to four retirement 
homes across Iowa City. 
NEWS, 3A

Bohannon continues to 
lead despite injury
Iowa guard Jordan Bohannon’s 
status for next season is still up in 
the air. Whether he plays or not, he 
will continue to serve as a leader 
for newcomers on the team, such 
as freshmen Joe Toussaint and 
Patrick McCaffery.

Hawkeye basketball leans 
on returners
The Iowa men’s basketball roster 
has gone through significant 
changes during the offseason. 
With Tyler Cook, Nicholas Baer, and 
Isaiah Moss no longer around, the 
Hawkeyes need their other players 
to step up.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.
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Former Iowa Hillel leader pleads not guilty to sexual abuse
David Weltman, the former Iowa Hillel director, pleaded not guilty to the charge of second-
degree sexual abuse in a written arraignment. His trial date is set for January.

‘I came to Iowa to turn up the heat’

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Vice President Mike Pence speaks during a during a farm visit hosted by America First Policies in Waukee on Wednesday.

BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

In a rural state such as Iowa, many resi-
dents face challenges when accessing ma-
ternal-health care because hospital locations 
may be spread out. A grant from the Health 
Resources & Services Administration will 
help the University of Iowa solve this prob-
lem. 

UI Health Care received a $10 million 
grant to conduct research in partnership 
with the Iowa Department of Public Health 
in an effort to improve maternal-health out-
comes in Iowa.

The five-year grant will allow researchers 
at UI Hospitals and Clinics to explore mak-
ing maternal-health care in rural areas more 
accessible to Iowans. 

The researchers will develop a system 
to easily collect and analyze data continu-

BY DI STAFF
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

DI: With the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Action 
Plan moving forward, there’s been a lot of talk from Pro-
vost Montserrat Fuentes and others about changes in the 
departments and in the colleges to move forward with 

that plan. How do you think that those things are going 
to trickle down to students? 

Shivers: I am really excited about the work that has 
started from April 4 of this year to present day. I have 

The UI received a $10 million 
grant aimed at improving 
maternal-health outcomes in 
the state. 

Grant aims 
to boost 
maternal 
health 

Shivers talks progress 
on campus inclusion

SEE GRANT, 2A

VP for Student Life Melissa Shivers spoke with The Daily Iowan Tuesday 
about efforts to advance diversity, equity, and inclusion in Student Life.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Vice President for Student Life Melissa Shivers sits down for an interview with The Daily Iowan on Tuesday.

SEE SHIVERS, 2A

3A

The weekend in arts & entertainment

wEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2019

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on Thursdays to 
hear about this weekend in arts & 
entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan and included in 
our online calendar? To submit a listing, visit dailyiowan.com/
pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Photos by Jenna Galligan
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Economic plight 
takes center stage

At an event in 
Waukee, Vice 
President Mike Pence 
encouraged attendees 
to pressure their 
representatives to 
ratify the USMCA as 
soon as possible.

SEE PENCE, 2A

NATIONAL POLITICS
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June, but the proposal has yet to 
be approved by Congress and 
Canadian lawmakers. 

Three of Iowa’s four repre-
sentatives are Democrats, and 
Pence called on attendees to 
reach out to their representa-
tives to ratify the USMCA — es-
pecially Rep. Cindy Axne in Io-
wa’s 3rd Congressional District, 
where Waukee is located. 

In the last month, Reps. Abby 
Finkenauer and Cindy Axne, both 
Democrats, have disputed that 
claim and expressed a positive 
outlook for passing the USMCA. 

In early September, Axne told 
Radio Iowa the USMCA was in a 
“good place” in bipartisan nego-
tiations. She said, however, that 
she had concerns about patents 
for prescription drugs and ex-
pressed she wanted to ensure 
fair labor standards in Mexico.

She’ll hold a roundtable Thurs-
day in Waukee as part of her 
16-county tour throughout Io-
wa’s 3rd Congressional District.

Canada and Mexico are Io-
wa’s two biggest trading part-

ners.
In an April study from the 

U.S. International Trade Com-
mission on the USMCA, it said 
the two elements that would 
have the most significant effects 
on the U.S. economy are the 
country of origin rules, mean-
ing an automobile has to have 

at least 75 percent of its com-
ponents manufactured in one 
of three countries to qualify for 
zero tariffs, and the digital-trade 
provisions, which would prohib-
it tariffs on things such as music 
and e-books. 

The study also found the new 
agreement would increase the 

U.S. GDP by $68 billion and cre-
ate 176,000 U.S. jobs. The manu-
facturing industry would see the 
largest increase in wages and em-
ployment, according to the report.

The Pence event was hosted 
by America First Policies, a non-
profit that supports President 
Trump, and held at Manning 

Farms in Waukee. 
It’s the sixth event in a series 

of events across the country 
hosted by the organization pro-
moting passage of the USMCA. 
The series, called “USMCA: A 
Better Deal for American Work-
ers,” features local agriculture 
specialists. 

Drake University student Jac-
que Murphy, 18, missed a class 
to see the vice president speak. 
She grew up on a family farm 
and said she could see her fam-
ily appreciated Trump policies 
relating to agriculture, such as 
a recent announcement of a 

15-billion-gallon ethanol blend-
ing requirement by the Trump 
administration.

Fellow Drake student, Gabri-
elle Prill, 19, said she liked seeing 
a Republican politician come to 
Iowa — because many Demo-
cratic presidential hopefuls are 
coming to the Hawkeye State 
ahead of the February caucuses. 

“A lot of people I talk to on a 
daily basis don’t agree with my 
politics,” she said.

ously, said Stephen Hunter, 
principal investigator for 
the research. The team will 
also develop and implement 
programs to overcome the 
problems Iowa faces when 
it comes to access to mater-
nal-health care, he said. 

The U.S. has a high mater-
nal-mortality rate compared 
with other developed coun-
tries, Hunter said. Although 
the U.S. maternal-mortality 
rate is decreasing, the rate in 
Iowa is rising, he said. 

According to America’s 
Health Rankings, maternal 

mortality in Iowa increased 
16 percent since 2016, lead-
ing to a total 17.9 deaths per 
100,000 live births. 

“Iowa has not escaped that. 
Our mortality rate doubled in 
the last three years,” Hunter 
said. “So, this is becoming a 
very important, national is-
sue. And Iowa — like I said 
— is not escaping that trend.” 

The American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecolo-
gists predicted a shortage of 
9,000 OB-GYNs in the nation 
by 2030, he said. 

Rural hospitals in Iowa 
have seen shortages in ob-
stetric doctors and nurses 
as well because of a drop in 
the number of people who 
choose to practice in the area, 

Hunter said. The hospitals al-
so cannot afford to keep facil-
ities open, he added. 

Through the grant, re-
searchers have discussed 
developing a rural OB-GYN 
residency program, a fel-
lowship for family-medicine 
physicians, and starting a 
nurse- and midwife-training 
program, Hunter said. 

There is also discussion of 
working to use telemedicine 
in a way that will give pa-
tients access to specialty care 
without needing to travel, he 
said. 

The Iowa Department of 
Public Health submitted the 
grant application and the 
money will go toward the 
department, but the UI is 

subcontracted to do the work 
and services, said Stephanie 
Trusty, a nurse clinician in 
the department. 

“We want to eliminate 
preventable maternal death 
and we want equal access to 
quality OB care, regardless 
of where women live,” Trusty 
said. 

According to the American 
College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, the number 
of OB-GYN professionals per 
women of reproductive age 
is among the lowest in the 
country, she said. 

Numbers from the Iowa 
Medical Society show the 
state of Iowa ranks last for 
the number of OB-GYNs per 
10,000 women. 

Iowa typically performed 
better in metrics related to 
maternal- and child-health 
outcomes in the past de-
cades, said Kimberly Leslie, 
UI Obstetrics and Gynecolo-
gy department chair. 

Any advantages the state 
held in these areas declined 
because of critical-access 
hospitals that closed, she 
said.

Hospitals receive less re-
imbursement from Medicaid 

and commercial insurance 
for maternal-health care, 
Leslie said, making it so hos-
pitals cannot take care of pa-
tients without losing money. 

“Only nine states were 
chosen to be a part of this 
program,” Leslie said. “And 
it was deemed that Iowa had 
significant need based upon 
what we presented, so I think 
it’s great we got the grant, but 
it also tells us that the state of 
Iowa is in significant need.” 
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Raquele Decker/The Daily Iowan
Ed Raines plays his saxophone in the Ped Mall on Wednesday. “I just want to enjoy the last of the good weather while I can,” Raines said.

MUSIC IN THE WALL

GRANT
FROM FRONT

PENCE
FROM FRONT

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Vice President Mike Pence answers questions during a during a farm visit hosted by America First Policies in 
Waukee on Wednesday.

been encouraged by the campus 
community’s continued com-
mitment to the implementation 
of that plan. As a part of that 
plan, the division of student life 
had a big role in and responsibil-
ity, quite frankly, in the student 
experience. 

Some of the things that we’ve 
already done that will directly 
impact students is that we hired 
Dr. Marina Bruno who was over 
in University Counseling Ser-
vices who is now serving as our 
executive director for belonging 
and inclusion. I’m sure that you 
all remember the important 
conversation that took place on 
our campus in the spring, the 
#DoesUIowaLoveMe move-
ment, and through that, if you’ve 
had an opportunity to read the 
quotes and the comments that 
were shared by members of our 
campus community, there was 
an overall sense of perhaps, ‘Do 
we belong here? Is this a place 
that is welcoming and inclusive 
to me and all of the identities 
that I hold?’ 

And, it felt to me that we 

needed to make sure that we 
continued to support our stu-
dent community in hiring an 
executive director for belonging 
and inclusion who, that is their 
primary job, is to work with our 
entire campus community to 
make sure that we are abreast 
and aware of issues and con-
cerns that exist … but also help-
ing to make sure that we are 
partnering across campus with 
other students, faculty, and staff 
to create that type of commu-
nity that increases that sense of 
belonging. 

…
I think it’s also really import-

ant to note that as we continue 
to focus on the recruitment of 
our students to campus, there’s 
a strong focus on retention as 
well … I would love a 100 per-
cent retention rate for all of our 
students … but what we know is 
what happens in between from 
the moment they choose us until 
it's time for them to walk across 
that stage, is an experience that 
we are helping to create for 
them. 

The work of Dr. Bruno, some 
of the conversations that I am 
now holding … I am calling 
them campus conversations or 
courageous conversations with 

the [vice president.] I’ve now 
had three of those, and they 
have been incredibly insightful 
for me in terms of students and 
their interests and wanting to 
know more about what the uni-
versity is doing in a myriad of 
areas of our campus … It allows 
me to be able to go back to the 
President’s Cabinet and talk a 
little bit about what I’m hear-
ing and then what we can do 
as a university to try and either 
celebrate some of the things we 
are doing really well, but also 
start to focus in on things that 
we could pay a lot more atten-
tion to… 

[Monday] night, I visited with 
the students who put forward 
[University of Iowa Students 
with Disabilities Advocacy and 
Awareness] … and one of the 
things that we continue to talk 
about is the relocation of Stu-
dent Disabilities Services. We 
had a really good conversation, 
and I think what you will all hear 
over the next few weeks is our 
plan to engage in a much larger 
campus conversation about the 
relocation of Student Disabili-
ties Services…

So, over the next few weeks, 
I am meeting with them once 
a week to talk specifically about 

how do we garner more feed-
back from our campus com-
munity with the hopes of being 
able to host a town hall closer 
to the end of November to get 
feedback from a large campus 
community about what should 
the location of SDS be. We want 
to take that approach because 
what we know is that we are 
getting ready to make a decision 
that will be a 50- to 75-year de-
cision, and a lot of the students 
who are currently here will grad-
uate and may not see this facility 
or this relocation come to be. 

…
I’m excited about that process 

because I think we’ve had some 
incredible advocates from UIS-
DAA ... Yet, we also know that a 
large number of students who 
have disabilities have not had 
an opportunity to participate in 
this conversation and we want 
to make sure that it’s an inclu-
sive one … 

DI: Going back to those cam-
pus conversations that you’ve 
been having with students, 
what are some other issues that 
you’ve been hearing a lot of stu-
dents talk about with you?

Shivers: So, it’s varied. They 

have a lot of conversations 
about the First Amendment ... 
A lot of them are really curious 
about my career path and how 
to work in student affairs, and 
I didn’t expect [that] … to sort 
of what things do I do for my 
own self-care to what things 
can they do as student leaders 
to be better engaged on cam-
pus, what they can do to better 
support the university, and, 
quite frankly, what I wanted to 
hear from them are what some 
things that we can do to better 
support [them]. 

…
They literally guide the con-

versation, and I answer any 
questions that they ask me. 
The great thing about those I 

think has been that students 
have felt really comfortable 
being very transparent and 
asking questions that are of 
interest to them … 

Some of them are Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion related, 
but a lot of them are just genu-
ine things that people want to 
know more about. 

SHIVERS
FROM FRONT

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Vice President Mike Pence speaks during a during a farm visit hosted by 
America First Policies in Waukee on Wednesday. 

Go to dailyiowan.com to 
see the full transcript.

Go to dailyiowan.com to 
see the photo slideshow.
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NASA, Tippie team up for astronaut study
Tippie College of Business Professor Daniel Newton received a NASA grant to study how astronauts switch through tasks.
BY KEXIN CHANG
kexin-chang@uiowa.edu

Space and business are col-
liding for the first time at the 
University of Iowa. 

The Tippie College of Busi-
ness recently announced its 
first official partnership with 
NASA for a new grant. UI As-
sistant Professor of Manage-
ment and Entrepreneurship 
Daniel Newton and a team of 
university researchers received 
a $900,000 grant from NASA to 
study how astronauts can stay 
engaged and motivated while 
in space and switch tasks often. 

The project is nearing its end 
as the grant reaches its fifth 
year.

“Most of the study has been in 
a habitat in Houston,” Newton 
said. “A habitat meaning an iso-
lation facility — where people 
live for 30 to 45 days and kind of 
in isolation. It’s very small.” 

Eleven crew members went 
to the habitat for the research, 
Newton said. The researchers 
looked at how the crews main-
tained their engagement in 
their specialty as time passed, 
Newton said. 

Another habitat is in Russia 
that researches many of the 
same methods as its Texan 
counterpart, such as how cli-
ents maintain their motiva-
tion, Newton said. However, 
the habitat in Houston is his 
main concern. 

“For Houston, I go down 
all the time. I usually go four 
times a year or so,” Newton 
said. “Usually in Houston 
there is a research conference 
every January where we share 
our research and collaboration 
with others.”

Crew members will report 
their motivation levels in Jan-
uary, Newton said, based on 
the surveys he designed. He 
will also debrief with astro-
nauts who recently come back 
to Earth and ask them about 
their expeirences when he goes 
to Houston.

Among the myriad of part-
nerships between the UI and 
NASA, the majority stem di-
rectly from the Department 
of Physics and Astronomy, 
said Craig Kletzing. Kletzing 
is a professor in the depart-
ment and a co-investigator 
on NASA’s multi-disciplinary 
mission. 

Newton’s grant from NASA 
is the first project the Tippie 
College of Business joined with 
NASA to work on, Senior As-
sociate Tippie Dean Amy Kris-
tof-Brown said.

“The College of Business 
has several grants, but the only 
grant we have with NASA is the 
one with Professor Newton,” 
Kristof-Brown said.

Newton said NASA’s part-
nership with Tippie allows for 
collaboration among different 
departments and an opportu-

nity for the astronauts to work 
more efficiently in space. 

Although the NASA grant 
and project is nearing the end, 
Newton will continue his work, 
he said. 

The UI and NASA have 

been partners for a long time 
— since the ‘50s and the days 
of legendary UI space scien-
tist James Van Allen, said UI 
Professor Philip Kaaret, di-
rector of research operations 
in the Physics and Astronomy 

Department.
As previously reported by 

The Daily Iowan, NASA Admin-
istrator Jim Bridenstine visited 
the UI in August to discuss the 
university’s involvement in a 
major $115 million research 

mission that aims to protect 
network systems such as GPS 
from solar flares.

“… Space touches all of our 
lives in so many ways that peo-
ple don’t realize,” Bridenstine 
said during his visit.

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Assistant Professor of management Daniel Newton poses for a portrait at the Tippie College of Business on Wednesday. 

Library makes ‘lobby stop’ in retirement communities
The mobile Lobby Stop program brings books, magazines, and other materials to four retirement homes in the Iowa City area.
BY RYLEE WILSON
rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City Public Li-
brary’s bookmobile pro-
gram brings books to the 
community — but when 
retirement-home residents 
struggled to make it to the 
bookmobile in the parking lot, 
the library brought books to 
their lobbies.

The Iowa City Public Li-
brary Lobby Stop program 
brings a mobile library of 
books, magazines, and more 
to residents of four retire-
ment homes across the Iowa 
City area. 

Heidi Kuchta, an outreach 
assistant for the library, said 
the idea for lobby stops orig-
inated when the staff realized 
not all residents could ac-
cess the library’s bookmobile 
stops. 

“Some retirement homes 
we were serving with the 
bookmobile — the less mobile 
residents were unable to make 
it to the bookmobile on time, 
or with a winter storm, they 
just weren’t willing to leave 
the front doors,” she said. 

On Wednesdays, Kuchta 
brings materials that retire-
ment home residents spe-
cifically request, along with 
large-print books and popular 
titles, she said.

Kuchta visits Legacy Retire-
ment Community, Bickford 
Senior Living, Walden Place, 
and Emerson Point retire-
ment communities. 

Leah Colbert, life-enrichment 
coordinator for Bickford Senior 
Living, said a familiar program 
such as the lobby stop can be a 
comforting resource for people 
living with dementia. She said 
she has seen residents with no 
interest in the bookmobile stop 
use the lobby-stop program. 

“Bringing it inside takes a 
lot of the unknown out of it 

— especially for our residents 
with dementia,” she said. “An 
unfamiliar face or place may 
overwhelm them.”

Kara Logsden, the library’s 
community and access services 
coordinator, said the lobby 
brings the feeling of a commu-

nity fostered inside a library 
into retirement homes.

“We’re seeing that the use of 
lobby stops is growing, as peo-
ple find out about it, as people 
create a rapport with our staff. 
They really look forward to lob-
by stops,” Logsden said. “What 
we see is some people, they 
don’t always come to the library 
for the materials. They come 

to the library because we’re a 
community center.” 

Kuchta said her programs 
typically draw five to eight 
regulars, and other residents 
drop by occasionally. 

“Lately, I’ve seen a lot more 
people who I’ve never seen 
before who are getting new 
cards and might be new to 
the area or recently moved 
into that retirement home, so 
it’s good to see some growth 
there,” she said. 

Kuchta said Iowa City re-
tirement homes often draw 
residents who are not from 
the Iowa City area and are 
searching for health-care and 
social services. Providing a 
sense of community for these 
residents can be helpful, she 
said.

“We have a lot of great re-
tirement services for people — 
I didn’t realize this going into 
this library work. There are 
a lot of people in retirement 
homes in Iowa City who aren’t 
from Iowa City,” she said. 

Colbert said the lobby-stop 
program helps engage res-
idents with magazines and 
books, even if it’s only for a 
short while. 

“Even if they don’t end up 
checking it out it’s something 
that engages them in the mo-
ment,” Colbert said. “That’s 
a big thing with dementia. 
They don’t remember past or 
future moments. Focusing on 
their happiness in the present 
moment is a big thing that the 
lobby stop helps with.” 

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa City Public Library is seen on Sept. 16. The library is bringing books to residents of Iowa City retirement homes as part of a new program.

‘Bringing it inside takes a lot of the unknown 
out of it.’

— Leah Colbert, life-enrichment coordinator

http://www.handsjewelers.com


Amid our tumultuous po-
litical news, it’s often said 
that the only real way to fix 
things is to vote. It’s a sim-
ple, tangible solution to our 
complex, abstract issues in 
government. The only prob-
lem is that voting isn’t that 
simple. 

Fifth District Judge Joseph 
Seidlin gave a mixed ruling 
Sept. 30 on Iowa’s controver-
sial 2017 voter-ID law. While 
the court overturned sever-
al problematic components 
of the law, such as signa-
ture-matching checks on IDs, 
it upheld the legality of Iowa’s 
requirement that voters pres-
ent one of six forms of identi-
fication, all of which include a 
photo, signature, and expira-
tion date.

The ruling leaves Iowa one 
of 17 states with strict vot-
er-ID requirements, meaning 
that ballots are not counted 
unless they are presented 
alongside an accepted form of 
identification. Of those 17, Io-
wa is one of just seven states 
that doesn’t allow student IDs 
for this purpose.

Voter-ID laws are meant to 
secure elections, but such laws 
are a solution to the nonexis-
tent problem of voter fraud. 
A comprehensive Washington 
Post study found only four 
cases nationwide in 2016. In 
contrast, September’s court 

case found nearly 10 percent 
of eligible Iowans lacked the 
listed identifications.

If policymakers really want 
to protect against this non-
problem despite the data, the 
least they could do is make it 
less exclusionary by adding 
student IDs to the list of ac-
ceptable forms of recognition.

Iowa students — especially 
those in their dorm-dwelling 
years — are disproportion-
ately affected by voter-ID 
laws. These largely out-of-
state newcomers tend to 
have no Iowa driver’s license, 
no documentation in Iowa’s 
legal system, and no incen-
tive to acquire either of those 
things. The result is that stu-
dents are discouraged from 
democratic participation 
from the moment they move 
on campus.

The main legal argument 
against student IDs is that they 
don’t have an expiration date, 
so there’s no way to verify that 
the individual is still an Iowa 
resident. This predicament 
is a relatively easy fix, and it’s 
already been done elsewhere. 
Iowa State University IDs, as of 
this academic year, are allowed 
to be used to vote because they 
have expiration dates.

Asked if the University of 
Iowa planned to follow suit 
earlier this year, UI officials 
told The Daily Iowan that the 
cost of reprinting the IDs 
would be in the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. With 
more than 40,000 IowaOne 

cards out there, the cost of 
remaking everyone’s card — 
especially if the switch were 
to happen all at once — would 
be expensive. 

Additionally, student IDs 
are easier to replace than 
standalone voter IDs, so los-
ing them is less of a prob-
lem. An IowaOne card may 
be replaced without leaving 
campus by presenting any 
government-issued ID from 
within the U.S. rather than an 
arbitrary list of six that can be 
issued. 

The state of Iowa at least 
offers a free voter ID in the 
mail to those who don’t have 
one, which is helpful but isn’t 
convenient for students who 
sometimes move every year 
and would have to update 
their addresses in the vot-
er-registration system. But 

the original point still stands: 
the current voter-registration 
system is too large of a hurdle 
to have in a fair democracy. 
Voting must be accessible, 
and it should not be the uni-
versities’ responsibility to pay 
so their students can cast a 
ballot.

Students in dorms, the 
ones with the lowest likeli-
hood of carrying other IDs, 
are conveniently the most 
likely to keep track of their 
UI-issued cards, as they serve 
multiple nonvoting purposes. 
Dual-use cards such as these 
are the ideal forms of voter 
ID because they’re less like-
ly to get lost and more likely 
to be carried. This means no 
scrambling to find voting cre-
dentials the hour before the 
polls close, which for many 
students is enough of a hassle 
to make the endeavor of vot-
ing not worthwhile.

Iowa could effortlessly piv-
ot from a policy that restricts 
voters to one that enables 
them. Besides suppressing 
turnout, there’s no reason not 
to make that change.
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Many feel hesitant to be 
alone. After all, humans are 
social creatures, and it can feel 
awkward to be out in public 
without a companion. In re-
gard to social events, this is 
a hesitation that needs to be 
banished. Going out alone can 
sometimes be even more enjoy-
able than going with friends.

Last month, there was a band 
coming to Iowa City that I had 
known about for a while and 
was interested in hearing live. 
I asked many people I know if 
they wanted to go but no one 
seemed interested. I ques-
tioned whether I should go or 
not — after all, I didn’t want 
to be that one odd guy in the 
room with no one, just looking 
around. But I wanted to see this 
band, and I would be damned if 
I didn’t go.

It was one of the best nights 
I’ve had in college.

The venue was overflowing 
with people. The air was thick 
with evaporated sweat, but not 
nearly as weighty as the antici-
pation that held the crowd. For 
whatever reason, the band was 
late to start and the crowd was 
not having it, but the wait was 
worth it.  Had I let the stigma 
of going out alone hold me 
back, I never would have expe-
rienced it.

When I informed my friends 
afterwards that I had gone to a 
show alone, they were incredu-

lous. They found it bizarre that 
anyone would bother to go out 
alone, yet I know I made the 
right decision.

Had I dragged one of my 
friends to come, I would have 
felt horrible. Concertgoers 
had to wait in the rain to get 
in, only to wait another hour 
in a cramped bar with little 
air flow before anything hap-
pened without a guarantee 
that the band would put on a 
good performance.

This goes for any event, 
whether it be a movie showing, 
a meal out, or trying a new club. 
There is always the general anx-
iety of, “Oh, are they not enjoy-
ing themselves?” and, “Are they 
just here because I asked them 
to be?” Even if your friend as-
sures you, the anxiety remains.

But when you’re alone, you 
have no such constraints or 
anxieties. All you must do is 
concern yourself with how 
you’re feeling. If you’re not en-
joying yourself, you can just get 
up and leave. You don’t have 
to worry about anyone else’s 
desires or opinions. By being 
alone, you have more freedom 
to decide how to act.

I am not saying that you 
should go anywhere, anytime 
without fear of having a com-
panion. As much as I wish it 
were otherwise, you do still 
have to worry about your safety. 
While going somewhere alone 
can be extremely rewarding, 
you should always make sure 
that you’re doing so safely.

Venturing out alone can be 
awkward and there are valid rea-
sons for wanting to be with peo-
ple you know. But when there is 
an opportunity to try something 
by yourself in a safe environ-
ment, it is well worth it. You can 
be rewarded in ways you would 
never expect by going solo.

Student Disability Services needs to be accessible to all
The facility’s location at the bottom of a staircase in Burge Hall makes it difficult for some students to access needed resources.
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Attending events 
alone is worthwhile
Going out alone can be more fun than 
being with a group and is worth trying.

Hundreds of University of 
Iowa students live with disabil-
ities. Many of them are regis-
tered with Student Disability 
Services. This is one of the most 
important resources for UI stu-
dents. Whether it’s a mental or 
physical disability, the UI offers 
much-needed assistance. How-
ever, the office isn’t accessible 
to everyone, especially those it 
serves — it’s at the bottom of a 
staircase.

How do students with limit-
ed mobility handle this obsta-
cle? What if someone can’t see 
the stairs? How can they access 
Student Disability Services if 
they experience shortness of 
breath when using stairs? How 
can they get up and down the 
stairs if they use a wheelchair?

As the The Daily Iowan report-
ed in 2018, the UI Students for 
Disability Advocacy and Aware-

ness petitioned for the office to 
be moved by 2020. The student 
group’s treasurer Andrea Court-
ney said the petition received a 
total of 3,361 signatures from 
2,543 undergraduate students, 
603 graduate students, and 306 
faculty and alums.

Burge Hall has an elevator 
students with physical dis-
abilities can use to get down 
to Student Disability Services. 
However, having gone on a trip 
to the office using the route 
students in wheelchairs use, 
I know they have to go in the 
back door of the office because 
there is no elevator that goes to 
the front. 

UI Vice President for Stu-
dent Life Melissa Shivers spoke 
with the DI Tuesday about the 
less-than-ideal location of the 
office. She said there is an idea 
to have a town hall in the near 
future to discuss the future of 
Student Disability Services. 
She also said there was recently 
an external program review of 
the service to further inform 
the future steps UI officials 
take with it. 

“We have more data about 
what [Student Disability Ser-
vices] will be focusing on and 
what the scope of their work 
will be, and that can then help 

to inform what a space might 
look like and the timeliness of 
that space,” Shivers said.

A town hall that includes UI 
community members is a great 
idea and can possibly be a mod-
el for solving similar problems 
in the future.

Regardless of what the UI de-
cides to do in the future, there 
are thousands of Hawkeyes 
who need a solution sooner. I 
realize moving the office will 
require the UI to address ques-
tions to which they currently 
might not have answers. For 
example, where exactly would 
the service be moved? It should 
be placed on the first floor of a 
building and integrated with 
the rest of our students, but 
there isn’t an obvious location. 
Of course, it’s not as easy as 
upping the current office and 
moving it elsewhere, as Shivers 
acknowledged.

“I’m really interested in, do 
we want a short-term reloca-
tion or do we actually prefer to 
wait for an ideal location and 
move once or move twice?” 
Shivers said. “And so, that’s go-
ing to be the conversation that 
we have. The students have 
said we want to make sure it’s 
the right move and that we’re 
not settling… You want to make 

sure it moves into a location 
that is accessible, but also one 
that can help to meet the needs 
of the community. “

UI Students for Disability 
Advocacy and Awareness Pres-
ident Kaydee Ecker had two 
suggestions. There is an empty 
lot across from the Pappajohn 
Business Building. Ecker said 
another option is to have Stu-
dent Disability Services put in 

place of the Communications 
Center, which is slated to be 
demolished.

There are reasons beyond 
safety and practicality for mov-
ing Student Disability Services. 
During On Iowa, I was told “all 
are welcome” at the UI. Stu-
dents with disabilities would 
feel more welcomed if the peo-
ple and resources they need 
weren’t in a basement. 

The UI must find a way to 
move Student Disability Ser-
vices so students with physical 
disabilities can access the office 
easier. The UI should pay for 
moving it if it will make students 
with all types of disabilities feel 
more welcomed and receive 
more services. Students with 
disabilities pay as much tuition   
as other students and deserve to 
get their money’s worth.

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
The outside of the UI Student Disability Services office is seen June 5.

‘The result is that students are discouraged from 
democratic participation from the moment they 

move on campus.’

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Voters fill out their ballots at a polling location in the Historic Dubuque 
Federal Building in Dubuque on Nov. 6, 2018.
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game and second with 4.9 re-
bounds.

Now, Wieskamp will be 
looked at as a key piece in the 
leadership game.

“[Vocal leadership] has 
been a big emphasis for me all 
throughout the summer and 
into the fall,” Wieskamp said. 
“I think just saying I’m going 
to be a vocal leader is a little 

bit too broad, so one thing I’ve 
been working on every day 
is just setting goals for my-
self, whether that be saying 
something every time down 
the floor, saying something 
during a huddle.”

Expectations were high 
for Wieskamp entering last 
season, but they will be even 
higher this time around. 

That’s what happens when 
a player ranks second in the 
Big Ten with a 42.4 percent 
clip from 3-point range and 
scores at least 15 points on 10 

occasions.
Because of his success on 

the court, his leadership ex-
pectations will also grow off 
of it.

“I think Joe does need to be 
more vocal. He wants to be 
more vocal,” Iowa head coach 
Fran McCaffery said. “He’s al-
ways led by example with his 
work ethic and his productiv-
ity, but he has to understand 
that he has a voice that in the 
locker room, at crunch time, 
people are going to listen. 

“As you become a veteran, 

the communication that you 
exhibit on the floor is also 
something everyone is going 
to listen to because they know 
you know what you’re talking 
about, and he’s got to be that 
guy, as well.”

After his impressive fresh-
man campaign, Wieskamp 
decided to put his name into 
the NBA Draft to get feedback 
from team officials at the next 
level. 

Following the decision to 
return for his sophomore sea-
son, Wieskamp found himself 

getting pushed to reach that 
level.

“Great experience for me 
just learning what it takes to 
be at that level,” Wieskamp 
said. “I think for the most 
part, it’s provided a lot of mo-
tivation for me this summer, 
realizing that that’s where I 
want to be one day and know-
ing that if I put the work in, 
that’s something I can get to.”

Although he hasn’t had a lot 
of time to incorporate chang-
es, Wieskamp has put in the 
work over the summer. His 

teammates have already taken 
notice.

“Joe has taken leaps and 
bounds off his stellar fresh-
man year, and that’s why he’s 
Preseason All-Big Ten,” Iowa 
forward Ryan Kriener said. 
“Last year, he was phenome-
nal. Just knock down shots, 
shot fake, drive it, finish at 
the hoop, rebound, defend. 
Now, it’s throw it to him, and 
he can isolate a guy, he can get 
you a really good look off the 
dribble, make a play off the 
bounce.”

Garza, and forwards Ryan 
Kriener and Joe Wieskamp. 

Aside from that core group, 
many Hawkeyes will see sig-
nificant playing time for the 
first time this season.

“I was looking around [at 
practice], and people say that 
we’re a veteran team, and 
we only have the three new-
comers, but we were looking 
around, and there wasn’t a lot 
of guys that were playing last 
year,” Kriener said. “I was sit-
ting out [of practice], Jordan 
was sitting out. The only guys 
on the court who played last 
year were Luka, [Wieskamp], 
and maybe someone else, but 
it was a whole different team.”

With all the newcomers to 

the program expected to see 
time on the court this season, 
it’s important that those who 
have been around Iowa bas-
ketball for several years help 
lead the way.

Garza was Iowa’s sec-
ond-leading scorer and 
third-leading rebounder last 
season. He saw his play on 
the court improve in his sec-
ond year as a Hawkeye and 
wants to make another jump 
as a junior.

“After last year I felt like it 
was time for me to step into 
that new role as a vocal lead-
er in the locker room that 
guys could go to,” Garza said. 
“Which is kind of what Tyler 
and Nicholas were, and that’s 
what Jordan still is for us. 
Whether he plays or not, he is 
a good presence in our locker 
room.

“Guys like me, Jordan, Ry-

an, and even Joe Wieskamp 
can just try and step up in 
that way, and I’ve definitely 
taken it upon myself to make 
sure I do.”

True freshmen Patrick Mc-
Caffery and Joe Toussaint are 
among the new faces within 
the program, as is graduate 
transfer Bakari Evelyn. Those 
three players haven’t spent 
much time donning the Black 
and Gold, but they have al-
ready made an impact.

“I love our freshmen,” Gar-
za said. “Joe and Patrick have 
done so well over the summer 
and the spring and the fall. 
They’re really fitting right in. 
Bakari brings so much expe-
rience from the schools he 
has been at. He’s a shooter, 
and he can handle the ball as 
well. All of those guys have a 
lot to give us this year, and 
they will.”

SPORTS 5A

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6A

BY ANNA KAYSER
anna-kayser@uiowa.edu

After giving up eight sacks 
for a loss of 65 yards, Iowa’s 
offense tallied only one rush-
ing yard in 60 minutes of play 
against Michigan on Oct. 5.

To take down No. 10 Penn 
State in Kinnick Stadium on 
Saturday, the offensive line, the 
running backs, and Nate Stan-
ley will all have to command the 
run game to find the success 
they saw just two weeks ago 
against Middle Tennessee. 

Toren Young had the major-
ity of the carries against Michi-
gan with eight, and he gained a 
team-high 40 yards. Freshman 
Tyler Goodson, who is now 

listed on the depth chart as the 
third running back, posted six 
carries for 17 yards. 

The mindset, specifically in 
the running back room, is to get 
back out there and play football 
the way they know they can.

“We felt that we did some 
things that we could have im-
proved on, but the approach 
doesn’t really change,” Young 
said. “Just little things, detailed 
things, small details that they 
may not seem big, but they’re 
important things. This week 
in practice, we’re just going to 
continue to hit on those things.”

Having Goodson incorporat-
ed more into the running back 
rotation has been helpful in get-
ting Iowa going. 

A true freshman, he brings a 
familiar style of running back 
to the Iowa program, one that 
Akrum Wadley cemented so 
well in the Iowa football pro-
gram during his time leading 
the running game. 

With Goodson showing pro-
duction and his addition to the 
depth chart, Ivory Kelly-Martin 
is no longer listed. Now, Iowa’s 
four running backs has turned 

to a main three: Goodson, 
Young, and Mekhi Sargent. 

“It’s probably tough to rotate 
four guys, or at least have them 
do the kinds of things we want 
them to do,” head coach Kirk 
Ferentz said. “I think right now, 
we are probably more focused 
on those top three and kind of 
play it week-by-week.”

To get the running game 
going; however, the offensive 
line has to be more dominant 
than it was against Michigan, 
especially against a tough Penn 
State defensive line that leads 
the Big Ten with an average of 
five sacks per game. 

“It all stems through the of-
fensive line,” Stanley said. “Ob-
viously, I don’t want to run dead 

plays, so getting into the right 
play, reading the defense cor-
rectly, giving our offensive line 
that advantage as far as run-
ning into good looks.”

Following the Michigan 
game, the offensive line put 
the loss on itself and looks to 
improve this week. With an-
other week of practice for Alaric 
Jackson and watching tape to 
see where it can specifically im-
prove, a little more production 
should be seen in Kinnick this 
weekend. 

“It starts early,” center Tyler 
Linderbaum said. “You’ve got 
to set the tempo, set a pace, and 
that run game will open a lot of 
other things up. You’ve just got 
to start off strong, start fast, 
and be ready to go.”

Toward the end of the game 
against Michigan, Stanley was 
forced to throw the ball more to 
create big plays. With the offen-
sive line fixing its mistakes and 
the running game finding a way 
to roll, that will allow Stanley to 
do more with the ball and make 
bigger plays happen, whether 
it’s on the ground or through 
the air. 

RBs, O-Line look for more production
The Hawkeyes’ running game production will stem from the offensive line this weekend. 

WIESKAMP
CONTINUED FROM 6A

ly, then seeing the guys collec-
tively practicing, it makes me 
want to be out there and try to 
contribute as much as possible,” 
Bohannon said. “That’s kind of 
my mindset — I want to be able 
to help the team as much as 
possible, and if I’m able to play, 
I’m going to try to play.” 

Bohannon said he was bed-
ridden and couldn’t walk for 

the first two weeks after his 
surgery. 

When Bohannon started 
running with athletic trainer 
Brad Floy, he said he felt a sense 
of relief. Bohannon noted that 
he’s progressed more these past 
three weeks than he has in his 
entire recovery time.

Bohannon said he knew 
something wasn’t right with his 
hip before last season started, 
but he still played on it without 
mentioning the pain to Floy 
or the coaching staff until the 
Hawkeyes played Ohio State in 

Columbus on Feb. 26.
Bohannon took injections 

for the rest of the season. Now, 
he’ll have a chance to potential-
ly play his senior season at full 
health. 

“I’ve known him for six-plus 
years, and that kid’s a warrior,” 
Iowa forward Ryan Kriener 
said. “I think he’s playing. But 
that just all depends on how his 
hip goes. If he gets into some 
games and it’s not good enough 
for him, he’ll have to shut it 
down. 

“But personally, I know how 

much of a warrior he is. I know 
how much it weighs on him to 
go through rehab and not have 
to just sit on the side and not 
do practice. He’s a competitor. 
I think once the season gets 
going and the competitive 
juices start flowing, he’ll have 
to play.”

Although Bohannon can’t 
do everything he needs to do 
on the court at this point in his 
recovery, he can do one thing 
he’s been doing on the floor for 
years: lead. 

Bohannon has been through 

a lot in his time in Iowa City, 
finishing in the team’s top 
three in scoring each of the 
past three seasons, and his 
knowledge and experiences 
have already helped his new 
teammates.

“He helps me with every-
thing, to be honest,” freshman 
point guard Joe Toussaint said. 
“Whenever I have a question I 
just go up to him… Just getting 
basic points about coach [Fran 
McCaffery], what he likes, what 
he doesn’t like, stuff to take up-
on myself.”

Whether he plays this sea-
son or not, the job of teacher is 
something Bohannon will con-
tinue to embrace. 

“That’s definitely a big role 
that I need to play if I end up 
not playing this year, especially 
with Joe T coming in and Pat-
rick [McCaffery],” Bohannon 
said. “I can kind of use my ex-
perience and my expertise to 
try to help them out as much as 
possible throughout the year, 
because I’ve had a lot of expe-
rience under my belt the last 
three years.”

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Riley Till interviews guard Joe Wieskamp during Basketball Media Day at Carver-
Hawkeye Arena on Wednesday.

BOHANNON
CONTINUED FROM 6A

Top: Iowa running back Tyler Goodson carries the ball during a football game between Iowa and Michigan in Ann Arbor on Oct. 5. The Wolverines 
celebrated homecoming and defeated the Hawkeyes, 10-3. (Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan) Bottom: Iowa running back Tyler Goodson completes a 
catch during a football game between Iowa and Michigan in Ann Arbor on Oct. 5. (Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan)

‘Obviously, I don’t want to run dead plays, 
so getting into the right play, reading the 

defense correctly, giving our offensive line that 
advantage as far as running into good looks’.’

— Nate Stanley, Iowa quarterback
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Jordan Bohannon is a man entering a new stage 
of his life. He even has a new dark beard growing on 
his face as proof, but the changes go far beyond facial 
hair.

For the first time in his Hawkeye career, Bohannon 
could embark on a season without basketball. 

Iowa’s star combo guard, known for his clutch in-
game antics and buzzer-beating 3-pointers, under-
went hip surgery in May, putting a question mark by 
his availability for 2019-20 because of the expected 

five- to-nine-month recovery period. 
Bohannon’s getting closer to a comeback, though. 

He was shooting and running at practice, although 
he’s still unable to do a lot of cutting.

“Being on the sideline and working out individual-

Allaf falls at ITAs
Iowa senior Kareem Allaf was 

the lone Hawkeye standing at the 
International Tennis Association 
All-American Men’s Tennis 

Championship 
until he lost 
his Main Draw 
match to No. 11 
John McNally of 
Ohio State on 
Wednesday. 

McNally won 
in two sets after 
winning the first 

set by tiebreaker. 
No. 69 Allaf is the second 

Hawkeye in history to make the 
top 64 in the tournament and the 
first since Marc Bruche in 2011. 

QUOTE OF THE DAY

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Look up and down Iowa men’s basketball’s 
team photo with its new white uniforms with 
the gold stripe on the left side, and one thing 
becomes clear: this is a new Hawkeye team.

Gone are the days of Tyler Cook and Isaiah 
Moss, forcing others to step up in the leadership 
department.

A big part of that includes Joe Wieskamp.
As a freshman during the 2018-19 season, 

Wieskamp lived up to the hype that surround-
ed him when he entered the Hawkeye program, 
ranking fourth on the team with 11.1 points per 

“He definitely put 
some dye in that. It 
wasn’t looking like 
that yesterday.”
 

— Iowa 
basketball 
guard Joe 
Wieskamp 
on Jordan 
Bohannon’s 
beard at 
Media Day on 
Wednesday

HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

Iowa men’s basketball 
has had

Sports
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Katina Kentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Ryan Kriener poses for a portrait during Basketball Media Day at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Wednesday.
The Hawkeyes will open their season on Nov. 4 against Lindsey Wilson College in their exhibition game. 

New season, new faces 
for Hawkeye basketball

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

Iowa men’s basketball is back, but many of the 
team’s key contributors from last season are not. 
Tyler Cook, Isaiah Moss, and Nicholas Baer won’t 
be running out of the tunnel at Carver-Hawkeye 
this season after all three players departed the 
program.

Jordan Bohannon is also recovering from hip 
surgery, and his status for this season is still up 
in the air.

The Hawkeyes were an overtime period away 
from a Sweet 16 berth to end the 2018-19 season, 

and they will need new playmakers to step up to 
build off that success.

“It’s a much different team than I think we had 
thought it might be,” Iowa head coach Fran Mc-
Caffery said. “I kind of thought we’d lose Cook, 
knew we were going to lose Baer, expected to 
have Jordan. Felt like we had enough depth with 
Isaiah’s departure. But you have essentially three 
new players and three players sitting out, so six 
new bodies.”

Among Iowa’s key returning players are guards 
Bohannon and Connor McCaffrey, center Luka 

SEE WIESKAMP, 5A

Wieskamp 
working to lead 

SEE BASKETBALL,  5A

With the Hawkeyes fielding 
a new team, sophomore Joe 
Wieskamp will be viewed at as 
a key vocal leader.

Iowa men’s basketball lost several key contributors from last 
season’s team over the offseason. Luckily for Iowa, its returning 
players are ready to step up.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Jordan Bohannon poses for a portrait during Basketball Media Day at Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Wednesday. The Hawkeyes will open their season Nov. 4 against Lindsey 
Wilson College in their exhibition game. 

Iowa guard Jordan Bohannon could be facing a season without basketball,
but that has not kept him from being a leader off the court.

SEE BOHANNON, 5A

A.J. Epenesa named 
defensive award quarter-
finalist

Iowa defensive end A.J. Epenesa 
was named a quarterfinalist for 
the 2019 Lott IMPACT Trophy on 
Wednesday. 

The award is given to the 
nation’s best 
defensive 
IMPACT player, 
something that 
the Hawkeye 
program is privy 
to. Last year, 
senior defensive 
end Anthony 
Nelson was 

named to the watch list, and Iowa 
had a winner of the trophy with 
Josey Jewell in 2019. 

Epenesa currently has two 
sacks, two pass break-ups, and five 
quarterback hurries this season. 
Iowa’s defense as a whole rank 
third in the country in scoring 
defense with eight points per 
game and fifth in total defense 
(254.2). 

The recipient of the trophy will 
be announced at a gala on Dec. 15.

5 
20-win seasons since Fran 
McCaffery became head 
coach in 2010

Bohannon continues 
to lead off the court

Epenesa

Allaf

Swimming takes Big Ten 
honors

The Iowa swimming and 
diving program took five of six 
Big Ten weekly honors after its 
performance against Michigan 
State and Northern Iowa in the 

first weekend of 
competition. 

On the men’s 
side, sophomore 
Anze Fers Erzen 
was named 
Swimmer of 
the Week after 
winning three 
events on Oct. 4. 

Junior Anton 
Hoherz was 
named the Diver 
of the Week for 
the second time 
in his career 
with a 3-meter 
springboard title 
score of 341.60, 
an NCAA Zone 
Standard score. 

Diver Michael 
Huebner won 
Freshman 
of the Week 
after winning 
the 1-meter 
springboard 
competition.

For the women’s team, 
sophomore Sam Tamborski won 
Diver of the Week and Millie 
Sansome took home Freshman of 
the Week. 

Tamborski had two NCAA Zone 
Diving standard scores on the 
3-meter, which she won with a 
316.45, and the 1-meter (279.55). 

Sansome had two personal 
victories and was part of two 
winning relay swims over Michigan 
State and Northern Iowa. In the 
1,000-free, she finished in 10:10.49 
which ranks close to the top 10 
times in school history. 

Erzen

Hohertz

Tamborski

Katina Kentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Joe Wieskamp passes the ball around Ten-
nessee guard Yves Pons during the NCAA game against 
Tennessee at Nationwide Arena on March 24.



The weekend in arts & entertainment

Thursday, OCTOBER 10, 2019

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on Thursdays to 
hear about this weekend in arts & 
entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan and included in 
our online calendar? To submit a listing, visit dailyiowan.com/
pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar

Photos by Jenna Galligan
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Economic plight 
takes center stage
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TODAY 10.10
JOKER

The White Stripes - The White Stripes

The Detroit garage band that changed 
modern rock is celebrates its 20th anni-
versary since releasing its début album. 
The White Stripes’ self-titled first record 
showcases a band that plays with genres. 
The band melds early 1900s blues and 
minimalistic punk-rock sounds. This al-
bum covers a wide variety of music, such 
as songs from Bob Dylan and blues icon 

Robert Johnson. This album also shows the songwriting chops of mem-
bers Meg and Jack White with songs such as “When I Hear My Name” 
and “Screwdriver.” Other songs such as “The Big Three Killed My Baby” 
showcase the raw sound this two-piece band executes so well. “Astro” 
is a prime example of hearing not just the band’s experimentations, but 
the desire to involve the listener in a way other groups do not. This band 
would go on to make many more albums, with Jack White also diversify-
ing his portfolio with other bands and solo work. This album has held up 
over two decades, so it’s easy to see why this duo helped create a new 
sound for rock in the 21st Century. 

Song Pick - “Sugar Never Tasted So Good”

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

The struggle of David Crosby in his journey through rehab brings a 
particularly modern theme of drug abuse to the cinematic table. The 
media often gushes over a celebrity’s life, so to show the complexity 
that comes with any human life, particularly those often thrown into 
those extreme good and bad judgments, will hopefully bring Crosby’s 
wish into reality — his name shall be remembered.

OPENING MOVIE

    THE DAILY IOWAN   |  DAILYIOWAN.COM  |  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2019

MUSIC
• BARON TYMAS AND STEVE GRISMORE, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN
• ANTONIO POMPA-BALDI, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN
• CHICK COREA, “TRILOGY,”  7:30 P.M., HANCHER AUDITORIUM
• MAGIC CITY HIPPIES WITH LUTHI, 8 P.M., GABE’S 
• ORCHARD FIRE: FLEETWOOD MAC TRIBUTE, 8:30 P.M., WILDWOOD 
SMOKEHOUSE AND SALOON, 4919 WALLEYE 
• RACHEL BROWN, 10 P.M., POINDEXTER COFFEE, 210 S. DUBUQUE

MUSIC
• SOMETHING IN YOUR TEETH, 7 P.M., UPTOWN BILL’S COFFEE HOUSE, 
730 S. DUBUQUE
• MERSIV,  8 P.M., GABE’S
• THE IOWA MUSIC PROJECT BENEFIT, 8 P.M., TRUMPET BLOSSOM CAFÉ, 
310 E. PRENTISS
• OVERTIME, 8 P.M., WILDWOOD SMOKEHOUSE AND SALOON
• TATSUYA NAKATANI, 8:30 P.M., PUBLIC SPACE ONE, 229 N. GILBERT
• STRAY BOLTS WITH 6 ODD RATS, 9 P.M., IOWA CITY YACHT CLUB
• DROP DEAD DANGEROUS, 9 P.M., IOWA CITY YACHT CLUB

DAVID CROSBY: REMEMBER MY NAME

ALBUM PICK
— Kyler Johnson

— Austin J. Yerington

• WRITERS OPEN MIC, 4 P.M., IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY

MAGIC CITY HIPPIES

SUNDAY 10.13

SATURDAY 10.12

Name: Ellie 
Chouinard

Year: Freshman

What's your 
fashion style?: 
I like to dress com-
fy, but I don’t like 
to look like I just 
rolled out of bed, 
so I always try to 
dress up jeans. 

Where do you 
usually shop?: 
American Eagle, 
Marshalls, and 
Target because 
they’re cheap.

How has your 
fashion changed 
over the years?: I 
used to try to wear 
what everyone 
else was wearing 
but I never could, 
so I guess that’s 
why I dress like 
this now — like 
everyone else, but 
in my own way.

Ashley Dawson/The Daily Iowan

STUDENT FASHION

TRIPMASTER MON
K

EY

DOWNTON ABBEY

LITERATURE
• ART CULLEN,  7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 S. DUBUQUE
• CODY-ROSE CLEVIDENCE AND ALEXIA ARTHURS,  8 P.M., GLENN 
SCHAEFFER LIBRARY

FILM

•  SUSAN STEINBERG, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS

FILM
• TURNADOT, 1:55 A.M., MARCUS SYCAMORE CINEMA, 1602 SYCAMORE
• THE NIGHT OF THE HUNTER, 10 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY

THEATER
• THE TRAGEDY OF CARMEN, 7:30 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS
• SWEAT, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING

LITERATURE

      DRINK OF THE WEEK
   Drink of the week: Hot Toddy

While the temperature outside starts to drop and the cold season is 
among us, nothing quite hits the spot like a hot toddy. Hot toddies 
are traditionally used to help colds and are a solid warm and cozy 
cocktail. Feel free to use whatever spices you like and mix up the 
liquor if you prefer one over the other — we recommend bourbon.

THEATER
•  SWEAT, 2 P.M., THEATER BUILDING
•  THE TRAGEDY OF CARMEN, 2 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR  THE 
PERFORMING ARTS

Recipe:
¼ cup hot water
½ lemon
1 tbsp honey
1 shot bourbon —Jim 
Beam or Makers Mark are 
recommended
Cinnamon stick
 
Dissolve honey into the 
hot water, add a shot of 
bourbon, and mix in a few 
lemon slices and whatever 
spices you prefer. 

— Naomi Hofferber

FILM
• AQUARELA, 2:30 P.M., 8:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY, 404 E. 
COLLEGE
• JOKER, 3 P.M., 6 P.M., 9 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY
• DAVID CROSBY: REMEMBER MY NAME, 3 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED 
MALL, 118 E. COLLEGE
• THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING, 3:15 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL
•  WAR AND PEACE - CHAPTER III, 5:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL
• DOWNTON ABBEY, 5:30 P.M., FILMSCENE — THE CHAUNCEY
• WAR AND PEACE - CHAPTER IV,  6 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL

FRIDAY 10.11

THE W

OLF M
A

N

LITERATURE

• CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF LINCOLN CENTER, “NEW 
WORLD EXPERIENCE,” 3 P.M., HANCHER AUDITORIUM
• JAZZY JAMBOREE, 3 P.M., THE ENGLERT THEATER, 221 E. 
WASHINGTON
• KOO KOO KANGA ROO, 6 P.M., WILDWOOD SMOKEHOUSE 
AND SALOON

• ALIEN, 4 P.M., MARCUS SYCAMORE CINEMA
• THE WOLF MAN, 8 P.M., FILMSCENE — PED MALL

MUSIC

JAZZY JAMBOREE

THEATER
• SWEAT, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING

ART
• SQUEAK CARNWATH, 7:30 P.M., VISUAL ARTS BUILDING

MUSIC
• ANTONIO POMPA-BALDI, 1:30 P.M., VOXMAN MUSIC BUILDING
• UI SYMPHONY AND CONCERT BANDS, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN
• THE INSOMNIACS, 8 P.M., GABE’S, 330 E. WASHINGTON
• PORCH FIRE WITH ROSEMASK,  8 P.M., IOWA CITY YACHT CLUB, 13 S. 
LINN
• SMITH + LODURR & BEARDTHUG, 9 P.M., GABE’S

MISCELLANEOUSDI
• QUEERATION, 5 P.M., IOWA MEMORIAL UNION 

THEATER
• THE TRAGEDY OF CARMEN, 7:30 P.M., CORALVILLE CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS, 1301 FIFTH, CORALVILLE
• GLOBAL EXPRESS: STORIES ON STAGE, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING
• SWEAT, 8 P.M., THEATER BUILDING

AQUARELA 
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ACROSS
 1 More than a bird, but less than a facial
  expression
 5 More than a symptom, but less than a jerk
10 More than a card, but less than a track bet
14 Lawn measure
15 ___ Gebrselassie, two-time Olympic running gold
  medalist
16 “Don’t worry about me”
17 Bud, e.g.
18 Laura of “ER”
19 Number of worlds connected by Yggdrasil in
  Norse myth
20 More than a snake, but less than a bodily organ
22 What filler necks connect to
24 Classic auto with a so-called “floating
  speedometer”
25 Last words before starting
26 Winter coat
28 Tee off

30 The new girl of Fox’s “New Girl”  
33 Annoyance for an oyster eater
36 More than a British islander, but less than a 
 team symbol
38 Breakfast bit
39 More than a court filing, but less than a status 
 change
41 Hoppy brew
42 More than a bagel, but less than a walk
44 It’s verboten
45 Calif. school that’s home to the Aztecs
46 Tartan pattern
48 Smart
50 Shoulder piece
53 Doing dishes, e.g.
57 Grass with prickly burs
59 More than a color, but less than a trade
  occupation
60 Henry who founded Life
61 Waiting in the wings

63 Gain
64 Tax-advantaged investment tools, for short
65 Kind of chip
66 One of a Latin trio
67 More than a boat, but less than an idea
68 More than a weather forecast, but less than
 a muscle injury
69 More than an insect, but less than a U.S. 
 president

DOWN
 1 Monthly charge
 2 Mountain nymph
 3 Complexities, metaphorically
 4 Pantries
 5 What rotors do
 6 Actor McKellen
 7 Slightly influence
 8 Pre-defibrillation cry
 9 Some bygone service stations
10 Measures of newspaper ad space
11 Peptide part
12 Crown
13 Squeezes (out)
21 The “E” of Ransom E. Olds 
23 Saturn’s largest moon
25 Relative of a spoonbill
27 Big inits. in casinos
29 Cleans (up)
30 Take (down)
31 1946 role for Fonda or 1994 role for Costner
32 Joyrider’s ride
34 Midori on the ice
35 Lightly dye
37 ___ particle
39 ___ Sports Bureau (stats record keeper)
40 “Isn’t this fancy?!”
43 Portable writing surface
45 Bagel topper
47 Big employer in Delaware
49 Post-op locale
51 Kind of calendar
52 Flowering plant that’s also a woman’s name
54 2009 Nobel laureate
55 Printed again
56 Big name in accounting
57 Prelude to a fall
58 Spiritual energy
59 Revolutionary Trotsky
62 Spiritual energy

americaneedsjournalists.com
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BY JENNA POST
jenna-post@uiowa.edu

Upon first glance, a relative-
ly blank set with only a desk 
and two chairs may seem un-
derwhelming, but much like 
the play itself, there’s more to 
Sweat’s set than initially meets 
the eye. 

After the opening scene, the 
set rotates to reveal a bar that 
was modeled after a real bar in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, where 
the show takes place.

Sweat follows the story of a 
group of friends in Reading 
whose lives are forever changed 
by the economic downturn of 
2008. The show explores how 
deindustrialization affected ev-
ery aspect of working-class lives, 
not just their paychecks. Jobs 
and homes were lost, friend-
ships were torn apart, and rela-
tionships crumbled.

To ensure that the story was 
told correctly, director Sarah 
Hamilton and dramaturg Mor-
gan Grambo took a three-day 
trip to Reading to see some key 
locations in the show and to speak 
with members of the community.

“That was a challenge we tried 
to take on for ourselves, to be 
like, ‘OK, [Playwright Lynn Not-
tage] was really specific about 
where this is, so I think we need 
to acknowledge that and go 
there,” Grambo said.

Grambo said the decision to 
visit Reading not only helped the 
team create a more realistic set-
ting, but also allowed the group 
to learn about the people who 
live there. 

The locals that Grambo and 
Hamilton spoke with said Sweat 
has benefited their communi-
ty by bringing their economic 
struggle to the forefront. 

In addition to their on-lo-
cation research, Grambo and 
Hamilton used articles from 
Reading’s newspaper, The Read-
ing Eagle, as well as headlines 
from national newspapers such 
as The New York Times to under-
stand the political climate of 
Reading at that time. 

Nottage included these piec-
es of information within the 
script itself. They can be found 
in the stage directions that pre-
cede each scene. 

The Sweat team projects im-

ages of the headlines onto the 
set during scene changes so the 
audience can see which political 
events affect the characters’ lives 
at the time. The team also proj-
ects the date of each scene onto 
the set so the audience knows 
how much time has passed be-
tween them.

“Our research kind of relied 
on using those points to base 
our conversations around,” 
Grambo said. “What do the 
transitions look like, moving 
date to date, and what does the 
audience have to understand 
about this moment in order to 
understand how it affects our 
characters?” 

Grambo said the characters 
are what truly drive the story. 

“I think Lynn Nottage does 
everyone a service by showing 
their angle of a very complicated 
story,” said Steven Willis, who 
plays Chris.

Willis said Nottage doesn’t 
try to convince the audience of 
which characters are right and 
which ones are wrong. She al-
lows the audience to see every-

one’s point of view and draw 
their own conclusions. 

Keri Eastridge, who plays 
Tracey, said all the characters 
are victims of circumstance, 
with none of them being entire-
ly right or entirely wrong.

“I would hope that the audi-
ence leaves with sympathy for 
every character,” Willis said. 

Both Willis and Eastridge 
initially found it somewhat 
difficult to get into character 
because Sweat presents several 
morally ambiguous situations.

“I think it’s uncomfortable 
because the things I have to con-
sider are things that I believe are 
wrong,” Eastridge said.

However, the actors said they 
understand why their characters 
think the way they do, even when 
they don’t agree with them. 

“I always try to find the ‘why,’ 
” Wills said. “Why would you do 
this? Why would you say this? 
Why would you feel this way? I 
try to live in that space when I’m 
performing.”

Willis and Eastridge said 
audiences want to see complex 

character motivations, citing 
Joker as an example. 

The Joker has been Batman’s 
nemesis since the 1970s and has 
been portrayed as evil since his 
début. Joker creates an origin 
story that forces its audience to 
re-evaluate whether The Joker is 
truly evil or simply a man who’s 
been driven to madness.

“No one’s necessarily good or 
bad,” Willis said.

“It’s a spectrum,” Eastridge 
added.

The pair said Sweat’s value 
isn’t only found in its characters 
and their morality — it’s in the 
reality of the story.

“It’s grounded in a real town 
that really went through this,” 
Eastridge said.

Despite being set in a spe-
cific place, Sweat represents 
more than just the Reading 
community, Grambo said. The 
Sweat team uses the things they 
learned from the show to try to 
help the Iowa City community.

“Reading is different than 
Iowa City, but in a variety of 
small ways, people can rec-
ognize [Iowa City] onstage,” 
Grambo said. “We have more 
factories in this area of the state 
than people realize. It’s definite-
ly an industry that affects a lot of 
people’s lives.”

The Sweat team had a discus-
sion with the assistant director’s 
aunt, who’s worked at a Whirl-
pool factory in Cedar Rapids for 
more than 20 years, to talk about 
manufacturing jobs in Iowa. 

The team asked her a series 
of questions that related to the 
storylines of various characters 
in the show and found that her 
experiences were similar to 
theirs, despite her job being in 
Cedar Rapids.

The discussion doesn’t end 
there. After Sweat’s Oct. 13 mat-
inee, the cast and artistic team 
will host a post-show discus-
sion in which to explore the 
themes and ideas presented in 
the show. Grambo hopes this 
discussion will lead to new ideas 
that can benefit factory workers 
in the community.

“We’re still trying to figure out 
how all that information we took 
from Reading can be a reciprocal 
relationship, but we know one 
way to do it is to turn it towards 
Iowa City,” Grambo said.

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Britny Horton (Cynthia) delivers lines to Brandon Shaw (Brucie) during a dress rehearsal of Sweat in the David Thayer Theatre on Tuesday. The play is centered 
around the struggles of patrons of a bar in Reading, Pennsylvania. Directed by Sarah Lacy Hamilton, the show will open Thursday and run through Oct. 19.

Sweat shares community’s struggle 
after 2008 economic downturn

The cast of the Theater Arts Department’s production of Sweat share how they plan on putting lessons from the show to use.

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Benjamin Sulzberger performs with character makeup as Jason during a 
dress rehearsal of Sweat in the David Thayer Theatre on Tuesday.
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UI author honored nationally for short-story collection
What began as a passion project over a decade ago is now a career-defining achievement for UI Press author Ashley Wurzbacher. 
BY CORY TAYS
cory-tays@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa Press author 
Ashley Wurzbacher’s upcoming fic-
tion book about the trials and tri-
umphs of various professional women 
— a decade-long project — garnered 
her national recognition.

Wurzbacher’s début book earned 
her a spot on the National Book Foun-
dation’s “5 Under 35” honoree list. The 
collection of short stories, called Happy 
Like This, won the 2019 John Simmons 
Short Fiction Award and is set to re-
lease Oct. 15 through the UI Press. 

 “In 2006, the National Book Foun-
dation established the ‘5 Under 35’ 
prize to recognize young, début fic-
tion writers whose work promised to 
leave a lasting impression on the lit-
erary landscape,” said National Book 
Foundation Communications and 
Marketing Director Beverly Rivero in 
an email to The Daily Iowan.

Through her progress as a writer 
and appearance in various publica-
tions, Wurzbacher said she is looking 
forward to making more impres-
sions in her career and more impact 
through her writing. 

“I was overjoyed to publish this 
book, but I never imagined that it 
would garner much critical atten-
tion,” Wurzbacher said. “And now all 
of a sudden, this recognition is a very 

public and high-profile endorsement 
of my work and an expression of be-
lief in me as a writer.”  

The short stories in Happy Like This 
explore the identities, roles, and expec-
tations of women from several profes-
sional backgrounds, she said. Wurz-
bacher said she drew inspiration from 
her own academic and professional ca-
reers and sought to create a consistent 
collection of stories that connects with 
readers on a personal level. 

“The stories are concerned with 
women that are trying to find happi-
ness and figure out who they are and 
how they fit into this world where 
roles seem to be pre-made and script-
ed,” Wurzbacher said. “I think the 
stories offer some ways that women 
can find fulfillment outside of the 
usual roles we’re taught to believe it 
will be found.” 

Now an assistant professor at the 
University of Montevallo, Wurzbach-
er writes stories touching on the same 
subjects she confronted in her book — 
which she began doing as an under-
graduate at Allegheny College. 

At that time, Wurzbacher said, she 
was unaware that her writing con-
tent would appear in her début book. 
As the years went by, the concentra-
tion of her writing began to narrow 
and the opportunity to compile her 
stories into a full-length book pre-
sented itself, she said. 

In an email to the DI, UI Press Di-
rector James McCoy expressed his 
appreciation of short-story writing 
and noted how Wurzbacher’s work 
embodies the values of the press. 

“Short fiction is an underserved 
genre in American letters,” McCoy 
said. “It’s not commercial enough 
for most large presses yet as Ashley’s 
collection illustrates it can make a 
major cultural impact. And that’s 
always what this university press is 
attempting to do: advance culture, 
society, and scholarship through its 
publications.”

Happy Like This is the second UI 
Press publication recognized by the 
National Book Foundation. The first 
was Susan Wheeler’s 2012 poetry book 
Meme, which was a finalist for the Na-
tional Book Award in Poetry and edit-
ed by Iowa Writers’ Workshop faculty 
member and UI Associate Professor 
Mark Levine.

“That experience signaled to me 
that the Press, despite being ex-
tremely small, could play with the big 
kids in the publishing world,” McCoy 
said. “By working with great edito-
rial minds … and being extremely 
discerning in our creative-writing 
publication program we could com-
pete for the most prestigious literary 
awards in the world including the 
National Book Awards. Happy Like 
This has reinforced that belief.”

Contributed



BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

Large hunks of decaying tree 
bark lay across a table while wa-
tercolor paintings hung on Julie 
Fiscella’s corner of the graduate 
student sculpture commons in 
the Visual Arts Building. Fiscel-
la, a first-year M.F.A student, is 
in the midst of creating a med-
itation space from the bark of a 
dead tree. 

Fiscella brought the bark 
back to her studio, shredded 
some old fabrics, and set to 
work on molding them into 
paper pulp, a material that is 
often used to construct paper. 

“I am going to create an 
installation with it, with 
light played in a rhythm 
shining through it,” Fiscel-
la said. “My goal is to create 
something which facilitates 
breath meditation.” 

Fiscella’s meditation spac-
es are all sculpted through 
the use of reused objects. 

“A value that I find in re-
claimed objects is that they 
have been discarded or for-
gotten,” she said. “And I think 
that is a description a lot of 
people feel, including many 
who are struggling with their 
mental health.”

As a University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign under-
graduate, Fiscella learned how 
to use the concept of empathy 
in research. Staking her inter-
est in the idea, Fiscella now 
uses empathy as a platform for 
her work at the UI.

“One of the central goals in 
my work is to encourage peo-
ple to empathize with other 
people, with the environ-
ment, and even with them-
selves, too,” Fiscella said. 

While constructing med-
itation spaces, Fiscella ex-
plores ideas of mental health 
or more specifically anxiety. 
Three years ago, Fiscella 
began meditating to help 
cope with her own anxieties. 
When she decided to apply 
to graduate school, Fiscella 

thought long and hard on 
what piece could represent 
herself as an artist. 

“I made my first medita-
tion space, and I felt like it 
was a really successful piece,” 
she said. “So I continued to 
work from that.”

Her first meditation space 
piece is called “Cathedral Lan-
tern,” a 30-foot tall structure 
that Fiscella conjured through 
old, abandoned windows that 
are stained with colors of the 
sunset. When Fiscella started 

working on “Cathedral Lan-
tern,” winter came and forced 
her indoors. However, this 
didn’t stop Fiscella from cre-
ating a similar indoor medita-
tion space, called “Sun Cloud.”

“I created ‘Sun Cloud’ with 
Seasonal Affective Disorder 
in mind,” Fiscella said. “We 
create buildings to shelter 
ourselves from the harsh el-
ements of winter, but in the 
process, we often find our-
selves separated from the 
sunlight and sensory expe-

riences needed to regulate 
healthy minds.” 

Along with her sculpture 
work, Fiscella dabbles in wa-
tercolor painting and teach-
es Elements of Sculpture, a 
basic sculpture course for 
nonart majors. 

“That’s one of the biggest 
reasons why I chose to come 

to Iowa,” she said. “This is the 
one [school] that offered me a 
teaching contract for my first 
semester, and that was ex-
tremely exciting to me because 
that is what I want to do. I want 
to become a professor to teach 
and work with a lot of people 
who are excited about art, and 
excited about learning.” 
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IS HIRING!
You don’t need any prior experience in journalism to work at 

the UI’s paper of record — just a desire to work with our 
student staff to share the community’s stories.

Undergraduate and graduate students are welcome on staff.

We are looking to fill the following positions:
• News reporters on beats including:
     -UI and Iowa City communities
     -Student Life
     -Health care
     -Research
     -Sustainability
     -Multicultural organizations
• Opinions columnists
• Photojournalists
• Graphics producers
• Arts & Culture reporters

Contact Editor-in-Chief Marissa Payne at 
marissa-payne@uiowa.edu to learn about 

opportunities available at the DI.

BY AUSTIN J. YERINGTON
austin-yerington@uiowa.edu

I am one of those people 
who loves to find an escape. I 
love finding a movie or a tele-
vision show that will let me 
forget about global politics, 
school stress,  and anxieties 
— but nothing compares to 
the escapism that comes with 
taking the white-feathered 
reins of a goose and becom-
ing a honking terror on the 
population of a small town in 
Untitled Goose Game. 

The game lets players ex-
plore a quaint town as an 
average, everyday goose. 
The game begins simply, 
zooming in on the silent, 
innocent bird. Once you 
press the honk button the 
first time, you are taken on 
a tour de force of shenani-
gans and all forms of goose 
tomfoolery. 

The object of the game 
is to move from one area 
to the next by completing 
a list of tasks. Players are 
instructed to do everything 
from dragging the garden-
er’s rake from the shed to 

the middle of the lake, to 
stealing the eyewear of in-
nocent civilians and run-
ning away with it.

The game is light and fun, 
offering no real consequenc-
es if you are caught and 
chased away by one of the vil-
lagers. Untitled Goose Game 
can be described as a stealth 
game, and many of the mis-
sions involve the goose slowly 
crouching to sneak past un-
assuming villagers. However, 
the  game can also be played 
at a faster pace, with your 
goose’s wings spread out, 
tapping your honk button as 
fast as you can.

The game’s ridiculous 
premise is juxtaposed by 
the amazing complemen-
tary soundtrack and stellar 
in-game design and art-
work. The way this game 
works with the lack of sound 
makes for a somber and 
unique experience. You may 
go minutes with only the 
tapping of quiet geese feet, 
but suddenly launch your-
self into a violent outpour of 
honking and people chasing 
after you. 

The game uses a dynamic 
piano soundtrack, mean-
ing that it will only come 
in when the goose is about 
to be discovered, or it will 
spike in speed and volume 
when you are being chased. 
Because of this, the game 
creates a continuous feeling 
of playful excitement. 

The glee you feel when 
stealing the keys from vil-
lagers and locking them out 
of their own lawns, hearing 
the pitter-patter of your or-
ange webbed feet along with 
the crescendo of the piano 
score, is truly fulfilling. Un-
titled Goose Game allows us 
to indulge in a world where 
there are rewards for caus-
ing mischief. 

The game does have some 
shortcomings as well. With a 
price tag of $19.99, the game 
comes at a steep price for 
only a weekend’s worth of 
content. The experience can 
quickly become repetitive 
with only a handful of areas 
to roam around. Hopefully, 
with the renowned praise 
and online love from fans, 
we will soon get a full Goose 

Game in the near future. 
This game has definite-

ly gained a following and 
is currently the best-sell-
ing game on the Nintendo 
Switch in the U.S., where 
one of the publishers tweet-
ed an announcement for the 
achievement.

In a time when some 
games take more than 40 
hours to finish the story and 
many more hours to com-
plete every side objective, 
Untitled Goose Game finds 
incredible depth in its sim-
plicity. 

Goosin’ around in a virtual world
Untitled Goose Game is a subtle and absurd game that lets players play as one of 
nature’s most chaotic birds, causing all sorts of shenanigans in a peaceful village. 

Creating meditation spaces through objects 
Julie Fiscella assembles abandoned objects into meditation spaces while exploring ideas of mental health and empathy.

• Hometown: Macomb, Illinois
• Year in school: First-year M.F.A. sculpture
• Age: 28
• Top artist you listen to: Queen
• Dream place to live: “Cape Tribulation — 

where the Daintree Rainforest meets the 
Great Barrier Reef.”

• Dream place to work: “Right now, it is right 
here. I am thrilled to be teaching and creating 
artwork in a supportive environment.”

• Favorite place for a late-night bite: Molly’s 
Cupcakes

• Favorite movie: Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home
• Last song stuck inside your head: “Dancing 

in the Street” by Mick Jagger and David Bowie
• Instagram: @juliesuefiscella

ABOUT JULIA

Megan Conroy/The Daily Iowan
Julie Fiscella poses for a portrait with her piece entitled “Breathe” on Tuesday in the Installation Lab of the 
Visual Arts Building. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

AUSTIN'S ARCADE

http://www.theatre.uiowa.edu
http://www.thekonnexion.com
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