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Ahead of Iowa’s first-
in-the-nation caucuses, 

presidential candidates 
will have a platform 

at the Iowa 
State Fair.
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Shown above are the top-9 Democratic candidates from Real Clear Politics’ July 29 poll



A political guide to the Iowa State Fair
Along with the Butter Cow and food on a stick, the Iowa State Fair will feature a long list of speeches from presidential candidates. 

BY JULIA SHANAHAN 
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu

The annual Iowa State 
Fair is set to take place this 
year on Aug. 8-18 in Des 
Moines, where more than 
20 presidential-nomina-
tion candidates will make 
appearances and give 
20-minute speeches.

The Des Moines Regis-
ter Political Soapbox, a 
long-standing Iowa tradi-
tion, will give candidates 
a chance to speak on a 
raised platform on the fair-
ground’s Grand Concourse 
ahead of Iowa’s first-in-
the-nation caucuses.

Gary Slater, fair man-
ager and CEO, said that 
while visiting candidates 
draw large crowds, the fair 
doesn’t necessarily see a 
surge in attendees during 
election years. In 2018, 
the fair drew a crowd of 
around 1.1 million people, a 
record, Slater said.

“I would say, by and 
large, people in Iowa at-
tend the fair to get away 
from the daily grind of 
work or other things,” Slat-
er said. “Maybe to get away 
from the television, to get 
away from the news.”

However, Slater said, 
three years ago, Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, former 
Sen. Hillary Clinton, and 
President Trump made 
campaign stops at the 
fair on the same day, 
which turned out to be a 
record Saturday in terms 
of attendance. Slater 
noted that the weath-
er was also particularly 

nice that day.
“I definitely think it 

shows the relevance of 
the Iowa State Fair,” Slat-
er said. “I think it shows 
the fact that the Iowa 
State Fair is something 
that matters to Iowans 
… because of that, those 
politicians want to be 
a part of that, and they 
want to get to know these 
people.”

The first Iowa State Fair 
was held in Fairfield in 1854 
and moved to its present 
location at East 30th and 
East University in 1856, 
making the fairgrounds 
more than 160 years old. 

The 445-acre site was add-
ed to the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1987.

The fair has a long his-
tory of sitting presidents 
and hopefuls visiting the 
grounds. Calvin Coolidge 
spoke at the State Fair in 
1925, and in 1936, Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt and 
a handful of other politi-
cians met at the fair for 
a conference on the Mid-
western drought. Dwight 
D. Eisenhower gave a 
speech in 1954 that was 
considered overtly politi-
cal, and Jimmy Carter vis-
ited the fair in 1976 after 
winning the Democratic 

Roman Slabach/The Daily Iowan
Supporters of Sen. Kamala Harris gather outside the  Doubletree Hilton Hotel in Cedar Rapids on June 9. Nineteen Democrats spoke at the Iowa Democratic Party Hall of Fame.
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Scott Morgan/McClatchy DC/TNS
Visitors walk past food vendors on Aug. 13, 2015, at the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines.
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nomination.
Now, political cam-

paigns — from statewide 
campaigns to presidential 
— use the fair as a way to 
lobby Iowans to knock on 
doors for their candidates 
and get people signed up 
on an email list for cam-
paign updates and infor-
mation.

In between the bustle of 
politicians and die-hard 
activists, the fair features 
its well-known fried foods 
and 69 entrees on a stick. A 
long list of foods and bev-
erages $4 and under can 
be found on its website, 
as well as a Food Finder to 
locate fair favorites on the 
fairgrounds.

Another main feature 
of the fair is the Agricul-

ture Expo, with statewide 
farmers showing off cat-
tle and other livestock. In 
2017, five lambs, 13 calves, 
33 goats, 101 piglets, and 
172 chicks were born at 
the Animal Learning Cen-
ter, according to the State 
Fair website. The Avenue 
of Breeds, a location on 
the fairgrounds, rep-
resents 100 species, fea-
turing approximately 100 
to 120 animals.

Butter sculptures be-
came a part of the fair in 
1911, and the well-known 
Butter Cow consists of ap-
proximately 600 pounds of 
butter and takes nearly 16 
hours to create. Once it is 
sculpted, the butter cows 
can be stored and reused 
for up to 10 years.

In addition to the Butter 
Cow, an additional sculp-
ture or sculptures of butter 
stand in the Agriculture 
Building. This year, the 
companion sculpture will 
celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of “Sesame Street.” In 
2018, a replica of the Wa-
terloo Boy Tractor was cre-
ated to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of John Deere 
entering the tractor busi-
ness.

Attendees can buy ad-
vanced-admission tick-
ets — $8 for adults and 
$4 for children — online 
or at a participating Hy-
Vee, Price Chopper, or 
Cash Saver store. Other 
ticket packages that in-
clude games and rides 
are available online.

THURSDAY 09.8
•  12:45 P.M. —  STEVE BULLOCK,  GOVERNOR OF MONTANA

•  1:30 P.M. —  JOE BIDEN,  FORMER VICE PRESIDENT AND U.S. SENATOR FROM 

DELAWARE

FRIDAY 08.09
•  9:00 A.M. —  JULIÁN CASTRO,  SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT UNDER PRESIDENT OBAMA AND FORMER MAYOR OF SAN ANTONIO

•  10:30 A.M. —  ANDREW YANG,  BUSINESSMAN

•  11:15 A.M. —  BETO O’ROURKE,  FORMER U.S. REP. FROM TEXAS

•  12:00 P.M. —  JOHN DELANEY,  FORMER U.S. REP. FROM MARYLAND

•  1:30 P.M. —  MARIANNE WILLIAMSON,  AUTHOR AND ACTIVIST

•  2:15 P.M. —  TULSI GABBARD,  U.S. REP. FROM HAWAII

SATURDAY 08.10
•  9:00 A.M. —  JAY INSLEE,  GOVERNOR OF WASHINGTON

•  10:30 A.M. —  KAMALA HARRIS,  U.S. SENATOR FROM CALIFORNIA

•  11:15 A.M. —  TIM RYAN,  U.S. REP. FOR OHIO

•  12:00 P.M. —  AMY KLOBUCHAR,  U.S. SENATOR FROM MINNESOTA

•  1:30 P.M. —  JOE SESTAK,  FORMER U.S. REP. FROM PENNSYLVANIA

•  2:15 P.M. —  KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND,  U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW YORK

•  3:00 P.M. —  JOHN HICKENLOOPER,  FORMER GOVERNOR OF COLORADO

•  3:45 P.M. —  ELIZABETH WARREN,  U.S. SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS

•  4:30 P.M. —  CORY BOOKER,  U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW JERSEY

SUNDAY 08.11
•  11:15 A.M. —  BILL WELD, FORMER GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS

•  1:30 P.M. —  TOM STEYER,  BUSINESSMAN AND POLITICAL DONOR

•  3:00 P.M. —  MICHAEL BENNET,  U.S. SENATOR FROM COLORADO

•  3:45 P.M. —  BERNIE SANDERS,  U.S. SENATOR FROM VERMONT

TUESDAY 08.13
•  1:30 P.M. —  PETE BUTTIGIEG,  MAYOR OF SOUTH BEND, INDIANA

SATURDAY 08.17
•  1:30 P.M. —  SETH MOULTON,  U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FOR MASSACHUSETTS

DEMOCRATS BILL DE BLASIO, MIKE GRAVEL, AND WAYNE MESSAM AND REPUBLICAN 
DONALD TRUMP HAVE YET TO SCHEDULE APPEARENCES AT THE DES MOINES 
REGISTER POLITICAL SOAPBOX

Roman Slabach/The Daily Iowan
Posters for the 2020 Democratic presidential candidates are on display outside the Doubletree Hilton Hotel 
in Cedar Rapids on June 9. Nineteen Democrats spoke at the Iowa Democratic Party Hall of Fame.
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Across  
 1 Spanish newborn
 5 Store offering that can be 
 free
 8 Produce producers
13 Complete
14 Help around the house
16 Sans-serif font choice
17 Hebrews
19 “American ___ Warrior” 
 (NBC competition series)
20 Condescending sort
21 One of the first five inductees
  at Cooperstown
23 Break down 
24 Weaver
27 Flicked bit
29 Go after, in a way
30 Take it easy
31 “What chutzpah!”
34 “Cut that out!”
38 Big name in snow blowers
39 Paycheck abbr.
41 “Holy guacamole!”
42 Alfred Nobel and others
45 Top with spaghetti straps
48 Airing
50 Little bit
51 Sleep study stage
52 Sheriffs
57 Be behind
58 “Toy Story” boy
59 Oldest golfer to win a P.G.A. 

 Tour event (at 52 years 10 
 months)
61 Birthing
63 Irate
66 In need of a break, say
67 Come up short
68 Canine command usually 
 spoken slowly in a low voice
69 Compete in a no-blinking 
 contest
70 Down
71 Insignificant

Down
 1 Short cut
 2 Special holiday periods
 3 Empathetic comment
 3 What this clue’s number is
 5 College athlete, e.g.
 6 Land east of Iran: Abbr.
 7 One-___ (modest bathing 
 attire)
 8 Part of an auto engine
 9 Melber of MSNBC
10 Light wash
11 Something a college junior
  has that a freshman usually
  doesn’t
12 Big hunks
15 Whimsically witty
18 Clicking device
22 Bits of writing often
  accompanied by headshots

25 Group of quail
26 Some recurring YouTube
  journals
27 Figures on USA’s “Suits”:
  Abbr.
28 Third place
32 Help for pulling an all-nighter
33 And the like: Abbr.
35 What connoisseurs don’t 
 have, by definition
36 Key with a chain, maybe
37 The enemy
40 Help in supporting (or 
 refuting) a hunch
43 “Get ready!”
44 Knock for a loop
46 Shade akin to rust
47 ___ Menzel, Tony-winning
  actress for “Wicked”
49 Author of “Burr” and 
 “Lincoln”
52 Sudden shocks
53 Look forward to
54 Two-tone beast that sleeps
  standing up
55 Printed slips
56 Great shakes?
60 Precious
62 Contraction in “Jingle Bells”
64 Spot for a good cause, fo
  short
65 Whiskey choice
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BY ANDY MITCHELL
andrew-mitchell@uiowa.edu

From 2014-2016, when 
an Ebola outbreak rocked 
several countries in Af-
rica and made headlines 
worldwide, Sierra Leone 
was one of the hardest-hit 
places. The devastating 
effects of the disease 
made enough of an im-
pression on Brittany An-
derson to send her to the 
country for two summers, 
and today, she’s awaiting 
a third trip.

The University of Io-
wa Ph.D. candidate in 
anthropology will use a 
Fulbright award to con-
duct dissertation work in 
studying the long-term 
social and economic ef-
fects of the Ebola out-
break.

Anderson was an un-
dergraduate at Luther 
College when the out-
break hit, and when she 
did her senior thesis in 
biology working with an-
thropology and biology 
texts centered on Ebola, 
she found an important 
piece missing.

“I was reading anthro-
pology, I was reading bi-
ology, and I couldn’t find 
anyone’s voice from the 
actual countries,” Ander-
son said. “The actual lived 
experiences of it were not 
present.”

The Wisconsin native 
said this missing infor-
mation sparked her in-
terest in Sierra Leone and 
eventually prompted her 
first two summer visits 
there. Anderson worked 

with people who sur-
vived Ebola but are past 
the point of being able to 
transmit the disease.

In Sierra Leone, San-
tigie Bayo Dumbuya, the 
founder and director of 
the We Yone Child Foun-
dation, said in an email 
to The Daily Iowan that 
Anderson was his organi-

zation’s longest and most 
dedicated U.S. volunteer.

“Brittany has a very 
strong sense of cultural 

diversity and [is] capable 
of mixing together while 
working with different 
people from different 
cultures and disciplines,” 
Dumbuya said in the 
email.

Anderson said Sierra 
Leone was unique in its 
quarantine practices, the 
subject of her first proj-
ect. In the capital city 
of Freetown, there were 
home-by-home quaran-
tines instead of commu-
nity-based ones. She said 
home-by-home quaran-
tines bring attention to 
the afflicted individuals 
instead of the communi-
ty, and she wants to study 
the societal effects of 
those kinds of decisions.

“It is a country that 
needs a lot of help, but it’s 
not one we’re just going to 
go in and rescue,” Ander-
son said, in reference to 
the number of projects set 
up in Sierra Leone, such as 

secondary schools, to help 
bolster the communities.

Anderson’s mentor, UI 
anthropology Assistant 
Professor Ted Powers, said 
his student was fearless 
when engaging in field re-
search.

“What Brittany’s re-
search tries to help us un-
derstand better is how the 
aftermath of Ebola can be 
managed productively,” 
Powers said.

Outbreaks leave stig-
mas of shame and other 
social and economic con-
sequences for the afflict-
ed and those associated 
with them, he said. These 
social protocols make it 
difficult to conduct even 
essential research such as 

clinical trials and vaccine 
trials.

Although Sierra Leone 
no longer suffers an Ebo-
la outbreak, other African 
countries including the 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo are experienc-
ing ones.

Powers said Anderson’s 
research could play an im-
portant role in address-
ing how the global health 
community can better 
manage the “long tail” of 
infectious-disease out-
breaks.

“It becomes incredibly 
difficult to talk openly, to 
work openly on this issue, 
and that in turn fuels fu-
ture disease outbreaks,” 
Powers said.
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UI Fulbright scholar to study Ebola aftershocks 
Brittany Anderson will use her Fulbright grant to return to Sierra Leone to research the aftermath of Ebola outbreaks.

‘It is a country that needs a lot of help, but it’s 
not one we’re just going to go in and rescue.’

— Brittany Anderson, Fulbright scholar

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
Fulbright scholar Brittany Anderson poses on July 19. Anderson will travel to Sierra Leone to examine 
how Ebola survivors navigate social, economic, and medical hardships.

QUICK FACTS

The average Ebola case fatality 
rate averages 50% but can vary 
from 25% to 90% depending on 
the severity of the outbreak.!
The suspected deaths related to 
Ebola in Sierra Leone, Liberia, and 
Guinea in the 2014-16 outbreak totals 
around 11,300 people.!
The 2014-16 outbreak was influenced 
by many factors, including damaged 
public-health infrastructure and 
shortage of health-care workers.!

Source: WHO



A political guide to the Iowa State Fair
Along with the Butter Cow and food on a stick, the Iowa State Fair will feature a long list of speeches from presidential candidates. 

BY JULIA SHANAHAN 
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu

The annual Iowa State 
Fair is set to take place this 
year on Aug. 8-18 in Des 
Moines, where more than 
20 presidential-nomina-
tion candidates will make 
appearances and give 
20-minute speeches.

The Des Moines Regis-
ter Political Soapbox, a 
long-standing Iowa tradi-
tion, will give candidates 
a chance to speak on a 
raised platform on the fair-
ground’s Grand Concourse 
ahead of Iowa’s first-in-
the-nation caucuses.

Gary Slater, fair man-
ager and CEO, said that 
while visiting candidates 
draw large crowds, the fair 
doesn’t necessarily see a 
surge in attendees during 
election years. In 2018, 
the fair drew a crowd of 
around 1.1 million people, a 
record, Slater said.

“I would say, by and 
large, people in Iowa at-
tend the fair to get away 
from the daily grind of 
work or other things,” Slat-
er said. “Maybe to get away 
from the television, to get 
away from the news.”

However, Slater said, 
three years ago, Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, former 
Sen. Hillary Clinton, and 
President Trump made 
campaign stops at the 
fair on the same day, 
which turned out to be a 
record Saturday in terms 
of attendance. Slater 
noted that the weath-
er was also particularly 

nice that day.
“I definitely think it 

shows the relevance of 
the Iowa State Fair,” Slat-
er said. “I think it shows 
the fact that the Iowa 
State Fair is something 
that matters to Iowans 
… because of that, those 
politicians want to be 
a part of that, and they 
want to get to know these 
people.”

The first Iowa State Fair 
was held in Fairfield in 1854 
and moved to its present 
location at East 30th and 
East University in 1856, 
making the fairgrounds 
more than 160 years old. 

The 445-acre site was add-
ed to the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1987.

The fair has a long his-
tory of sitting presidents 
and hopefuls visiting the 
grounds. Calvin Coolidge 
spoke at the State Fair in 
1925, and in 1936, Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt and 
a handful of other politi-
cians met at the fair for 
a conference on the Mid-
western drought. Dwight 
D. Eisenhower gave a 
speech in 1954 that was 
considered overtly politi-
cal, and Jimmy Carter vis-
ited the fair in 1976 after 
winning the Democratic 

Roman Slabach/The Daily Iowan
Supporters of Sen. Kamala Harris gather outside the  Doubletree Hilton Hotel in Cedar Rapids on June 9. Nineteen Democrats spoke at the Iowa Democratic Party Hall of Fame.
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Scott Morgan/McClatchy DC/TNS
Visitors walk past food vendors on Aug. 13, 2015, at the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines.
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nomination.
Now, political cam-

paigns — from statewide 
campaigns to presidential 
— use the fair as a way to 
lobby Iowans to knock on 
doors for their candidates 
and get people signed up 
on an email list for cam-
paign updates and infor-
mation.

In between the bustle of 
politicians and die-hard 
activists, the fair features 
its well-known fried foods 
and 69 entrees on a stick. A 
long list of foods and bev-
erages $4 and under can 
be found on its website, 
as well as a Food Finder to 
locate fair favorites on the 
fairgrounds.

Another main feature 
of the fair is the Agricul-

ture Expo, with statewide 
farmers showing off cat-
tle and other livestock. In 
2017, five lambs, 13 calves, 
33 goats, 101 piglets, and 
172 chicks were born at 
the Animal Learning Cen-
ter, according to the State 
Fair website. The Avenue 
of Breeds, a location on 
the fairgrounds, rep-
resents 100 species, fea-
turing approximately 100 
to 120 animals.

Butter sculptures be-
came a part of the fair in 
1911, and the well-known 
Butter Cow consists of ap-
proximately 600 pounds of 
butter and takes nearly 16 
hours to create. Once it is 
sculpted, the butter cows 
can be stored and reused 
for up to 10 years.

In addition to the Butter 
Cow, an additional sculp-
ture or sculptures of butter 
stand in the Agriculture 
Building. This year, the 
companion sculpture will 
celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of “Sesame Street.” In 
2018, a replica of the Wa-
terloo Boy Tractor was cre-
ated to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of John Deere 
entering the tractor busi-
ness.

Attendees can buy ad-
vanced-admission tick-
ets — $8 for adults and 
$4 for children — online 
or at a participating Hy-
Vee, Price Chopper, or 
Cash Saver store. Other 
ticket packages that in-
clude games and rides 
are available online.

THURSDAY 09.8
•  12:45 P.M. —  STEVE BULLOCK,  GOVERNOR OF MONTANA
•  1:30 P.M. —  JOE BIDEN,  FORMER VICE PRESIDENT AND U.S. SENATOR FROM DELAWARE

FRIDAY 08.09
•  9:00 A.M. —  JULIÁN CASTRO,  SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
    UNDER PRESIDENT OBAMA AND FORMER MAYOR OF SAN ANTONIO
•  10:30 A.M. —  ANDREW YANG,  BUSINESSMAN
•  11:15 A.M. —  BETO O’ROURKE,  FORMER U.S. REP. FROM TEXAS
•  12:00 P.M. —  JOHN DELANEY,  FORMER U.S. REP. FROM MARYLAND
•  1:30 P.M. —  MARIANNE WILLIAMSON,  AUTHOR AND ACTIVIST
•  2:15 P.M. —  TULSI GABBARD,  U.S. REP. FROM HAWAII

SATURDAY 08.10
•  9:00 A.M. —  JAY INSLEE,  GOVERNOR OF WASHINGTON
•  10:30 A.M. —  KAMALA HARRIS,  U.S. SENATOR FROM CALIFORNIA
•  11:15 A.M. —  TIM RYAN,  U.S. REP. FOR OHIO
•  12:00 P.M. —  AMY KLOBUCHAR,  U.S. SENATOR FROM MINNESOTA
•  1:30 P.M. —  JOE SESTAK,  FORMER U.S. REP. FROM PENNSYLVANIA
•  2:15 P.M. —  KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND,  U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW YORK
•  3:00 P.M. —  JOHN HICKENLOOPER,  FORMER GOVERNOR OF COLORADO
•  3:45 P.M. —  ELIZABETH WARREN,  U.S. SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS
•  4:30 P.M. —  CORY BOOKER,  U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW JERSEY

SUNDAY 08.11
•  11:15 A.M. —  BILL WELD, FORMER GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS
•  1:30 P.M. —  TOM STEYER,  BUSINESSMAN AND POLITICAL DONOR
•  3:00 P.M. —  MICHAEL BENNET,  U.S. SENATOR FROM COLORADO
•  3:45 P.M. —  BERNIE SANDERS,  U.S. SENATOR FROM VERMONT

TUESDAY 08.13
•  1:30 P.M. —  PETE BUTTIGIEG,  MAYOR OF SOUTH BEND, INDIANA

SATURDAY 08.17
•  1:30 P.M. —  SETH MOULTON,  U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FOR MASSACHUSETTS

DEMOCRATS BILL DE BLASIO, MIKE GRAVEL, AND WAYNE MESSAM AND REPUBLICAN DONALD TRUMP HAVE YET 
TO SCHEDULE APPEARENCES AT THE DES MOINES REGISTER POLITICAL SOAPBOX

Roman Slabach/The Daily Iowan
Posters for the 2020 Democratic presidential candidates are on display outside the Doubletree Hilton Hotel 
in Cedar Rapids on June 9. Nineteen Democrats spoke at the Iowa Democratic Party Hall of Fame.

http://www.copyworks.com
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BY JULIA DIGIACOMO
julia-digiacomo@uiowa.edu

A University of Iowa 
graduate and 9/11 firefight-
er is running for Congress 
to represent New York’s 
3rd Congressional District, 
which includes parts of 
Queens and parts of Long 
Island. 

If elected, Michael Wein-
stock said he will be the first 
9/11 firefighter in Congress 
and the first openly-gay 
person to represent New 
York City. 

Although Weinstock is 
pursuing his first seat in 
public office, he was for-
merly an assistant district 
attorney.  He also volun-
teered for the Special Vic-
tim’s Bureau, in which he 
said, he helped protect men 
and women affected by sex-
ual assault and domestic 
abuse.

Weinstock, a Democrat, 
said he was persuaded to 
run in part as an alternative 
to corrupt New York poli-
ticians. He said too many 
politicians have been ar-
rested or stood up for their 
convicted peers in the last 
few years. 

“The first thing I’d like 
to do is provide New York-
ers a fresh voice and a little 
inspiration that they can 
have elected leaders who 
don’t come from the club-
house or don’t come from 
very wealthy families,” he 
said.

He said one reason he 
was motivated to join the 

race is his Jewish faith and 
the concept of doing mitz-
vot, which he described as 
the importance of doing 
good deeds in Judaism. 

Weinstock credits Pro-
fessor Jay Holstein, the UI 
teaching chair of Judaic 
Studies, as being the UI 
faculty member who taught 
him about mitzvot. The two 
have stayed in touch over 
the years, and Weinstock 
has returned to Holstein’s 
classroom to give a lecture. 
Holstein said he wouldn’t 

be surprised if he wins this 
election and goes on to big-

ger things. 
“I’ve taught 60,000 stu-

dents over 50 years, and 
some of them stand out, 

some of them don’t,” Hol-
stein said. “He stands out, 

and it’s always a pleasure to 
hear from him.”

As a volunteer firefighter 
who was on duty at Ground 
Zero after the terrorist at-
tacks on the World Trade 
Center, Weinstock said 
expanding the 9/11 Vic-
tims Compensation Fund 
is something that has been 
important to him for a long 
time. Weinstock benefits 
from the fund, which, he 
said, pays for his annual 
cancer screenings. Stud-
ies show that 9/11 first re-

sponders are put at a higher 
risk for developing cancer.

“[The 9/11 Victim Com-
pensation Fund] takes care 
of rescue workers who de-
velop cancer or another 
grave illness as a result of 
their work at Ground Zero,” 
he said. “It speaks to me 
because I know quite a few 
people who are struggling 
with cancer.”

Legislation extending the 
9/11 Victims Compensation 
Fund was approved in bi-
partisan landslides by both 
the U.S. House and Senate 
earlier this month. Presi-
dent Trump signed the act 
into law on July 29, autho-
rizing money to the fund 
through 2092. 

Rep. Abby Finkenauer, 
D-Iowa, cosponsored the 
“Never Forget the Heroes 
Act” in the U.S. House. She 
said she was honored to 
vote yes and look up at the 
9/11 first responders in the 
House Gallery. 

“These are our firefight-
ers, rescue workers, and 
police officers who ran in-
to the World Trade Center 
and searched for survivors 
at Ground Zero,” she said 
in a July 12 press release. 
“We can never repay them 
for their incredible sacri-
fice, but we can ensure that 
survivors and their families 
are not left wondering how 
they’re going to afford their 
medical bills or keep their 
house after their loved one 
is no longer able to work 
because of a 9/11-related ill-
ness.”

UI grad seeks congressional seat in NY
UI graduate Michael Weinstock is running for Congress to represent New York’s 3rd Congressional District.

Contributed

‘The first thing I’d like to do is provide New 
Yorkers a fresh voice and a little inspiration 

that they can have elected leaders who 
don’t come from the clubhouse...’

— Michael Weinstock, congressional candidate

NATIONAL POLITICS
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COLUMN

Opinions

Moving to and from 
apartments in Iowa City 
is much less than ideal. As 
if transporting furniture 
from place to place and 
finding somewhere to live 
every year is not enough, 
now add to the equation 
having a three-day gap pe-
riod between leases. Mov-
ing into a new living space 
is exciting, but just like any 
major life decision, there 
are challenges. But this sort 
of ubiquitous challenge in 
our town — not-so-affec-
tionately known as “home-
less week” — is an unnec-
essary burden.

According to data from 
the University of Iowa, 
more than 32,000 stu-
dents are enrolled and 72 
percent of them live in 
apartments and houses 
near campus that is not 
university property. Most 
Iowa City leases have dif-
ferent start and end dates, 
which leaves individuals 
homeless while they wait 
for their next leases to 
start. Most rental compa-
nies are not willing to ne-

gotiate move-in dates be-
cause maintenance tasks 
are performed during the 
three-day-or-longer span.

It is unacceptable to 
leave many without an op-
tion for living situations 
between leases. This is es-
pecially true as many more 
issues come into play be-
sides not having a place to 
sleep at night.

One of these issues is 
storage. Some pay for a 
rental storage pod, which 
are expensive and cause a 
lot more work than neces-
sary. Students sometimes 
find themselves living out 
of their car because they 
have to keep all of their 
items in their car until 
their new leases start. 
There is the concern about 
burglary of cars when hav-
ing this much stuff visi-
ble. It is also all around 
not ideal in order to have 
access to your belongings 
because they are stuffed in 
a car.

To avoid all of this, 
some students may sim-
ply go back home, but this 
requires sacrificing com-
mitments in Iowa City un-
til their next leases start. 
The students who choose 
to stay in Iowa City while 
their leases are not yet 
active have the expensive 
option of paying to stay in 
a hotel if no other options 
are available. Most young 

people cannot easily af-
ford this even for a few 
days, let alone more than 
a week.

And it’s not as if those 
facing temporary home-
lessness can just stay with a 
friend since the aforemen-
tioned 72 percent of Iowa 
students are dealing with 
the same inconvenience.

At the end of the day, 
there is no one simple 

solution to this problem. 
Landlords could allow 

those who do not have 
overlapping leases to 

move in when needed but 
have their unit skip the 

company cleaning. Per-
haps a more suitable op-

tion would be something 
available for on-campus 
residents: a daily fee to 
move into new housing 
early.

This is not an unsolv-
able problem. It’s simply 
a matter of will to make 
moving fair for all rent-
ers. But until a reasonable 
solution is reached, good 
luck to all those without 
places to stay for a week.

Lease gaps harm Iowa City renters
The perennial problem of college students left homeless for multiple days during gaps between leases is an 

unnecessary burden and an unacceptable situation.

Tian Liu/The Daily Iowan
Boxes are seen at UI senior Yao Wang’s house in Coralville on July 29.

‘It is unacceptable to leave many without an 
option for living situations between leases. 
This is especially true as many more issues 

come into play besides not having a place to 
sleep at night.’

KASEY BALLER
kasey-baller@uiowa.edu
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BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

With Iowa aiming to make a trip 
to Indianapolis (and the Big Ten title 
game) for the first time since 2015, 
Nebraska trying to improve on its 4-8 
season in 2018, and Northwestern at-
tempting to defend its West Division 
title, anything could happen.

The Daily Iowan has re-engaged its 
crystal ball in an effort to solve the 
mystery.

Iowa — 9-3 (6-3 Big Ten)

With a three-year starter taking 
snaps behind an offensive line with 
two potential first-round NFL Draft 
picks and A.J. Epenesa and Geno 
Stone holding down the fort on de-

fense, the Hawkeyes boast plenty of 
talent to be reckoned with.

Iowa’s schedule could hold it back, 
though. The Hawkeyes face a five-
game stretch starting Oct. 5 in which 
they face Michigan, Penn State, Pur-
due, Northwestern, and Wisconsin.

Nebraska — 8-4 (5-4)

The Huskers will undoubtedly be 
better than they were last year. With a 
quarterback who can be the face of the 
program in Adrian Martinez leading 
a solid offense, the Nebraska defense 
will be its biggest weakness in games 
against high-powered offenses. The 
Huskers ranked 11th in the conference 
in scoring defense last season, giving 
up 31.3 points per game, ahead only of 
Illinois and Rutgers.

Wisconsin — 8-4 (5-4)

Wisconsin’s schedule is brutal. 
With crossover games against Mich-
igan State, Michigan, and Ohio State, 
the Badgers will go up against some 
of the best teams the Big Ten has to 
offer. Alex Hornibrook will also be 
gone, so the Badgers need to find a 
quarterback fast. The Badgers previ-
ously held the spot as the go-to pick to 
win the West, but that’s not the case 
this time around.

Purdue — 7-5 (5-4)

The Boilermakers’ high-power of-
fense led by head coach Jeff Brohm 
and electrifying wide receiver Rondale 
Moore will be fun to watch. Still, Purdue 

doesn’t boast all the pieces to take the 
Big Ten by storm — its defense gave up 
30.0 points per game last season, which 
ranked 10th in the conference.

Northwestern — 7-5 (5-4)

Long-time leader at quarterback 
Clayton Thorson is gone after a 
lengthy career with the Wildcats. But 
if former five-star recruit and Clem-
son transfer Hunter Johnson can 
come in and make some magic hap-
pen, Northwestern has the chance 
to surprise people. The Wildcats are 
the defending West champs, so they 
have experience and confidence on 
their side.

Minnesota — 6-6 (3-6)

Minnesota’s schedule starts off 
with the Gophers looking like a legiti-
mate contender for the West title, but 
a four-game stretch to end the season 
with Penn State, Iowa, Northwest-
ern, and Wisconsin won’t do the Go-
phers any favors. While Minnesota’s 
ground game could impress some 
people, it won’t be enough to take it to 
the next level.

Illinois — 2-10 (0-9)

The football schedule on Illinois’ 
website has the Big Ten Champion-
ship at the bottom, but the Illini won’t 
see Lucas Oil Stadium anytime soon. 
Every team Illinois plays this season 
is simply better. With another year of 
Lovie Smith, the Illini could pick up a 
Big Ten victory, but it’s unlikely.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz discusses the fine points of officiating with the line judge during Iowa’s game against Nebraska at Kinnick on Nov. 23, 2018. The Hawkeyes defeated the Huskers, 31-28. 

Big Ten West crystal ball: 
 Hawkeyes triumph

Prediction season is here, and the wide-open 
Big Ten West makes it even more interesting.



BY ROBERT READ 
robert-read@uiowa.edu

Iowa football is well 
aware of the roster turn-
over it faces on both the 
offense and defense. But 
significant changes on the 
Hawkeye special teams 
seem to fly under the radar.

The Hawkeyes will trot 
out a new starting kicker 
for the 2019-20 season, and 
they could possibly do the 
same at punter.

The third facet of the 
game proved to be critical 
for Iowa down the stretch 
of many games last season, 
both in a triumphant fash-
ion, such as the game-win-
ning field goal against Ne-
braska, or in an agonizing 
one, such as a muffed punt 
against Wisconsin.

Special teams will no 
doubt play a large role in 
any success Iowa has this 
season. It is just a matter of 
who will be out on the field.

Former Hawkeye kick-
er Miguel Recinos will no 
longer be roaming the 
Iowa sideline after gradu-
ating, and the absence of 
his cool head and reliable 
leg leaves Iowa with the 
task of finding his replace-
ment.

The next starting Iowa 
kicker will be one of a pair 
of redshirt juniors in Caleb 
Shudak and Keith Duncan. 
The two are locked into a 
position battle, and while 
Duncan has not seen any 
in-game kicking action 
since 2016, he still has the 
edge on Shudak (who has 
1 point to his name as a 
Hawkeye).

Duncan was a true fresh-
man in 2016 when he took 
the main kicking responsi-
bilities. He grabbed hold of 
the lead on short-distance 
field goals, while Recinos 

attempted the kicks from 
long range.

The Widdington, North 
Carolina, native con-
verted 9-of-11 field goals 
and 38-of-39 PATs in that 
freshman campaign, 
highlighted by a 33-yard 
game-ending kick that ce-
mented Iowa’s 14-13 upset 
victory against then-No. 2 
Michigan.

The following season, 
Recinos beat out Duncan 
for as full-time kicker, 
prompting Duncan to take 
a redshirt year.

Now in another kicking 
competition, Duncan aims 
to come out on top this 
time around.

Moving from a position 
that has been the source 
of great production recent-
ly to one that has been a 
source of great frustration, 
Iowa also has a competi-
tion at punter.

Last season, starting 
punter Colten Rastetter 
ranked dead last in yards-
per-punt (38.9) among the 
13 Big Ten punters who at-
tempted at least 2.5 punts 
per game.

Rastetter could see his 
starting spot disappear 
with the arrival of grad-
uate transfer Michael 
Sleep-Dalton. After spend-
ing the past two seasons 
as the starting punter at 
Arizona State, Sleep-Dal-
ton will suit up in the Black 
and Gold for his final col-
lege season.

The Geelong, Australia, 
native (who can punt with 
either foot) averaged 43.8 
yards-per-punt last season, 
a mark that would have 
ranked third in the Big 
Ten.

Both the punting and 
kicking positions will have 
questions surrounding 
them until the regular sea-

son is underway Aug. 31 
(and perhaps after that), 
but the person who will re-

turn punts and kicks this 
season is not under debate.

Ihmir Smith-Marsette 

proved himself to be one 
of the most electrifying 
players in the conference 
last season, and he now has 
a place on the preseason 
watch list for the Paul Hor-
nung Award.

The honor goes to the 
most versatile player in 
college football, and after 
ranking second in the na-
tion with 29.5 yards per 
kick return last season 
— and the threat he pro-
vides in both the passing 
and running games — 
Smith-Marsette could cer-
tainly stake a claim to that 
title.

Special-teams coordina-
tor LeVar Woods has the 
grueling task of complet-
ing his depth chart before 
the season kicks into gear. 
The kicking, punting, and 
return units will be imper-
ative in deciding games — 
so now, it’s just a matter of 
who will be on the field in 
those moments.
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Iowa special teams finding its footing
After losing Miguel Recinos and acquiring a graduate-transfer at punter, coaches will have to make important decisions about Iowa’s special teams.

• Miguel Recinos 
(2015-2018)
29-of-38 FG
93-of-93 XP
180 points

• Keith Duncan 
(2016-Present)

9-of-11 FG
38-of-39 XP
65 points

• Caleb Shudak 
(2017-Present)

1-for-1 XP
1 point

IOWA’S
RECENT

Margaret Kispert/The Daily Iowan
Iowa kicker Keith Duncan kicks the game-winning field goal with no time left 
in the Iowa-Michigan game at Kinnick on Nov. 12, 2016. The Hawkeyes defeated 
No. 2 Michigan, 14-13.

KICKING STATS

http://www.lebeda.com
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BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu

The Big Ten West is set to 
have one of its most competi-
tive seasons in modern history 
this year.

While Michigan is the clear 
favorite in the East, the West 
features several different pro-
grams that could make a run 
at the title. With veteran quar-
terbacks at Iowa and Nebras-
ka, those two are dominating 
the conversation.

But while the preseason talk 
is largely centered on those 
two teams, Northwestern 
head coach Pat Fitzgerald has 
trouble understanding why 
his team — the defending di-
vision champion — is absent 
from the conversation.

“We’re not great clickbait, I 
guess, so picking us first isn’t 
sexy,” Fitzgerald said. “It’s al-
ways fun to read this time of 

year how we stink. I should ac-
tually get better at golf because 
I don’t know why I coach.”

He has a point. Northwest-
ern went undefeated against 
other Big Ten West teams last 
season, and the program has 
posted a 26-9 record in the last 
four years. What was once a 
backstop in the conference is 
now a perennial powerhouse.

Fitzgerald lost some key 
pieces from last year’s team, 
but the program could make 
greater strides this season. 
Northwestern graduated its 
quarterback with the most all-
time wins — four-year starter 
Clayton Thorson went to the 
Philadelphia Eagles in the fifth 
round of the NFL Draft. That 
absence will be felt.

But this could make way  for 
even brighter years in Evan-
ston: Clemson transfer Hunt-
er Johnson is eligible to take 

snaps for the Wildcats this fall. 
The five-star recruit ranked as 
the No. 2 quarterback in the 
2017 recruiting class, accord-
ing to Rivals. He’s fast, and he 
has a big arm.

The Wildcats’ schedule will 
give them an edge in Big Ten 
play as well. Northwestern 
takes on Stanford right off the 
bat this fall, and the Cardinal 
are expected to be a strong 
contender in the Pac-12. 
While ESPN’s Football Power 
Index gives Stanford a 74.6 
percent chance to take down 
Northwestern in Week 1, 
gaining top-notch experience 
right away could be a differ-
ence-maker for Fitzgerald and 
Company.

“It’s nothing new,” Fitzger-
ald said. “Last year, I stood up 
here, and we had to go on the 
road and play Purdue [in Week 
1]. It’s nothing new for us to 

have a challenge in the opener.”
Iowa will head to Evanston 

on Oct. 26 to take on North-
western this year. The Wild-
cats clinched the Big Ten West 
title at Kinnick Stadium a year 
ago, a fact Iowa fans would 
like to forget. A few costly mis-
takes — fumbles on the final 
two drives of the game — cost 
Iowa in the 14-10 loss. While 
the Hawkeyes need to move 
on from last season’s upset-
ting moments, it would be a 
mistake to dismiss Northwest-
ern this season.

“We’re not where we want 
to be yet,” Fitzgerald said. 
“Getting to Indianapolis was 
the next natural step for our 
program … But to step into 
Lucas Oil for the first time 
was exactly what I had hoped 
it would be for our guys. And 
obviously, the goal is to even-
tually win it.”

Lily Smith/The Daily Iowan
Northwestern running back Isaiah Bowser is tackled by the Iowa defense Kinnick on Nov. 10, 2018. The Wildcats defeated the Hawkeyes, 14-10.

Wild Wildcat West
Forget Iowa and Nebraska. Northwestern is the team to beat in the West.

http://www.tech-assoc.com
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BY RYLEE WILSON
rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu

With an odd name and a 
passionate DIY-ethic, punk 
band Basketball Divorce 
Court has been gaining pop-
ularity in the Iowa City mu-
sic scene. 

The band is made up of 
vocalist Katy Kelly, guitarist 
Evan Bittner, bassist Adrian 
Amjadi,   Derek Bolser, and 

manager Jess Roy. 
The members of Iowa 

City-based band describe 
their sound as punk — al-
though Kelly says it’s been 
listed as a different genre at 
every show it’s played.

“Just because we’re a 
punk band doesn’t mean we 
can’t play with other more 
diverse genres, which is re-
ally nice,” she said.

With the help of the 

group’s funny and irrever-
ent Twitter presence, the 
band has built up a following 
in Iowa City, even though it 
has only been playing shows 
since April. 

 Kelly said her vocals are 
influenced by Zach de la 
Rocha of Rage Against the 
Machine, while the rest of 
the musicians find it harder 
to point to their specific in-
fluences. 

“Every single song has a 
different influence — that’s 
why it’s hard to pin down a 
genre,” Bittner said.

The first single, “My Hid-
den Feelings are Crying 
Out in Pain,” is available 
on streaming services. The 
track features Kelly’s intense 
vocals, somewhere between 
singing and screaming, over 
distorted guitar riffs. 

“I don’t need nobody to 

tell me, I’ve hidden all my 
feelings,” Kelly cries out in 
the song. 

The band has a six-song 
EP currently in the works. 

The members take a DIY 
approach to recording, pro-
ducing songs in Bittner and 
Aamajadi’s apartment. 

While the group has a 
limited number of original 
songs at the moment, Kelly 
says each show has a unique 

energy despite using the 
same setlist. 

“I think at every show we 
bring the same vibe but dif-
ferent energy — kind of how 
we’re all feeling. I’ve had dif-
ferent feelings even though 
it’s the same set every time. 
I think there will be a song 
that everyone can get into 
on the EP,” Kelly said. 

Iowa City punk band Basketball Divorce Court has been playing shows around Iowa City since forming as a band in April of 
this year. The members plan to release an EP in the coming months. 

Arts & Culture

SEE BAND, 15

Tian Lu/The Daily Iowan

Basketball Divorce Court scores in IC
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WEDNESDAY 07.31
•  PAUL CARY,  8 P.M., GABE’S, 330 WASHINGTON
•  DREAM STALKER (1991), 10 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 E. COLLEGE

THIS WEEK IN IOWA CITY

THURSDAY 08.01
•  PAVAROTTI (2019),  6 P.M., FILMSCENE
• POSSESSED BY PAUL JAMES, 8 P.M., TRUMPET BLOSSOM CAFE , 310 E. 
PRENTISS

No Strange Cats ... P.A.W 
Radkey

Radkey scratches that punk-rock itch 
that many feel this time of the year 
with the album No Strange Cats...P.A.W. 
The band melds the core strengths 
of punk while also being a new band 
out of Missouri that’s bringing 

something new to the genre. With the classic chocolate 
peanut butter punk rock combinations of power guitars and 
anti establishment themes, Radkey stands out. The band 
expresses a side one doesn’t often hear in punk rock: the 
nerdy side. The aspect that many of this generation will love 
is the inspirations from early 2000s rock, punk, and grunge 
that comes out with each song. The first track, “P.A.W,” feels 
more like the conventional early punk-rock sound, but with 
“Spiders” and “Junes” coming right after, the sound changes 
to something inspired by The Offspring and Dookie era 
Green Day.  The worlds of The Misfits is blended with the 
sounds of bands such as Weezer in tracks like “Not Smart.” 
The album shows not just a modern punk band showing love 
for what came before, it also twists the conversation with 
Radkey’s own distinct voice.

Song Pick: “P.A.W”

ALBUM PICK

— Austin J. Yerington

FRIDAY 08.02
•  HOBBS & SHAW (2019), 10 A.M., 1:10, 4:20, 7:30, 10:40 P.M., SYCAMORE 
CINNEMA, 1602 SYCAMORE
•  DJ FREEZE AND MR. DJ ICE,  5 P.M., SOUL & BLUES FESTIVAL MAIN 
STAGE, 2 N. DUBUQUE 

SATURDAY 08.03
•  DO THE RIGHT THING (1989),  6 P.M., FILMSCENE
•  DAN BAIRD & HOMEMADE SIN, 7 P.M., WILDWOOD SMOKEHOUSE & 
SALOON, 4919 WALLEYE

SUNDAY 08.04
•  THE MENZINGERS, 6:30 P.M., GABE’S
•  FIGHT CLUB (1999),  8 P.M., FILMSCENE (ROOFTOP SCREENING)

http://www.quintonsbaranddeli.com
http://www.summerofthearts.org
http://www.thewedgepizza.com
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A day in the life: Art and food
Daily Iowan photojournalists follow an IC artist and restauranteur through their crafts as part of a summer workshop.

TOP LEFT: Yi Zhang 
writes a check to his 
contractor on July 23. 
Zhang is the co-owner 
of JiangHu Asian Street 
Food and plans to open 
a new restaurant, Lark & 
Owl soon. (Tian Liu/The 
Daily Iowan)

TOP RIGHT: Artist Katie 
Gallegos takes photos at 
a photoshoot outside of 
Soapy Waters Laundro-
mat in Coralville on July 
22. Gallegos sells her 
jewlery, thrift clothes, 
and stickers at vari-
ous stores throughout 
Iowa and online. (Katie 
Goodale/The Daily Io-
wan)

CENTER LEFT: Artist Ka-
tie Gallegos cuts chain 
links to add to a neck-
lace at her apartment 
in Coralville on July 22. 
(Katie Goodale/The Daily 
Iowan)

TOP CENTER RIGHT:  Art-
ist Katie Gallegos in her 
office at her apartment 
in Coralville on July 22. 
(Katie Goodale/The Daily 
Iowan)

BOTTOM CENTER RIGHT: 
Yi Zhang checks equip-
ment at Lark & Owl on 
July 23. (Tian Liu/The 
Daily Iowan)

BOTTOM LEFT: Yi Zhang 
picks decoration mate-
rials at Lowe’s on July 
23. (Tian Liu/The Daily 
Iowan)

BOTTOM RIGHT: Yi Zhang 
smokes outside of Lark 
& Owl on July 25. (Tian 
Liu/The Daily Iowan) 
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BY LAUREN ARZBAECHER
 lauren-arzbaecher@uiowa.edu

University of Iowa alumnus 
Scottie Long recently released his 
first album, Acoustic Rewind, in 
April. The seven-song collection 
features easygoing guitar and ex-
pressive lyrics.

Long became 
interested in mu-
sic while in Iowa 
City, playing at 
local restaurants 
and venues around 
downtown during 

his time at the University of Iowa.
“My music roots are in Iowa 

City, even though I grew up in Il-
linois,” he said. “Iowa City is where 
I really learned music, mainly 
through meeting other musicians, 
playing live shows — with a band 
and sometimes solo gigs — but I 
did take some music classes at the 
university while I was there.”

After graduating in 2006, Long 
took some time away from music. 
He moved back to his hometown 
of Elmhurst, Illinois, and went in-
to professional sales. Long realized 
after several years away from per-
forming that he still had a desire to 
create music, and he began to work 
on the album.

“During school at Iowa and the 

year after, I really pursued original 
music and performing cover mu-
sic most intensely,” he said. “I got 
away from it in 2007 and basically 
had a 12-year hiatus. Then this past 
winter, I really got the itch, even 
more so in the spring, to re-record 
some of that older material that I 
wrote in Iowa City and put some 
new material with it.”

Though it has been more than 10 
years since Long actively studied at 
the UI, he said revisiting songs he 
wrote from that time brought back 
memories of his years as a Hawk-
eye. The album conjured memories 
of the past not just for Long but 
for other musicians he performed 
with, such as Pat Timson, who 
played bass in a band with Long 
while they were in college.

“A lot of the songs on that al-
bum I was surprised to hear were 
ones he wrote and we performed 
when we were in college,” Timson 
said. “When I heard that album, it 
immediately brought me back to 
the Yacht Club, College Street Bil-
liards, and all the places we played. 
It was good reminiscing.”

Most of the tracks on Acoustic 
Rewind are made up of guitar and 
evocative vocals, the entire album 
encompassing a bare-bones style. 
Long shows a range of guitar skills, 
some songs containing hearty 

chord progressions while others 
bounce along with intricate riffs. 
He croons about past loves, mem-
ories, and home with an easy, soul-
ful voice.

“I treated this album like a way to 
start over, a fresh start,” Long said. 
“That’s why I 
kept most of it 
stripped as a de-
mo. Basically, 
what you hear 
recorded is what 
you’ll hear live. 
There’s no effects 
on the vocals, 
and there’s a lit-
tle reverb on the 
electric guitar in 
the last song, ‘Un-
known Love,’ but 
most of the other 
songs are just on 
acoustic guitar.”

As Long re-
turned to per-
forming, his 
technique has 
changed a bit. 
He has become 
better at sing-
ing, he said, and 
performing cov-
er gigs helped 
him to learn to 
play in a variety 

of musical genres. Even though 
his style has evolved, Long said his 
favorite things about music have 
stayed relatively constant.

“Connecting with people is defi-
nitely my favorite thing about per-
forming,” he said. “In the moment 

of playing music, getting to see 
someone’s emotions change from 
music is always fascinating for me. 
There’s so much connection and so 
much we can all share around mu-
sic, and it’s fun to hear everyone 
else’s music stories.”

Kelly had never written music 
before she was asked to be the vo-
calist. 

Kelly said the song “Classic” is a 
particular favorite of hers, which 
she wrote about her relationship 
with her mother. 

“It talks about staying up all day 
and all night and feeling alone — 

but you have your most important 
person there for you, and in the 
end, you figure it out with their 
help,” she said. “That song does 
mean a lot to me because it’s one of 
the ones that I first wrote — with 
[Amjadi’s help.]”

While not performing onstage, 
manager Jess Roy is an integral 
part of the group, handling pho-
tography and promotion for the 
band. 

“I see us as a fun band. I try to 

make our Twitter fun with lots of 
jokes and things like that — me 
crafting memes. I want people 
to enjoy thinking about us — not 
just our music but as people,” Roy 
said. 

Basketball Divorce Court plays 
frequently around Iowa City, with 
occasional shows in Des Moines 
and Ames. Roy said booking shows 
outside of Iowa and touring is a 
goal for the band in the future. 

While the band originally 

planned to break up in July as Bit-
tner and Amjadi are preparing to 
move to Minneapolis, the success 
of the band led the members to de-
cide to continue on as a long-dis-
tance band. 

Roy said the band plans to re-
locate to Minneapolis as a group 
eventually — with Kelly adding 
that the band is shifting into “ca-
reer-mode.” 

Bittner added that the first focus 
for the band is releasing the first EP. 

“It’s good to not tour until you 
have music out — when people will 
show up at your shows,” Bittner 
said. 

Despite only playing together 
for a few months, the band is a 
tightly knit group. 

“It helps that we’re all really 
good friends. It helps the flow of 
writing and the process of being 
a band in and of itself,” Kelly said. 

Basketball Divorce Court plays 
its next show July 31 at the Mill. 
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BAND
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Scottie Long, a University of Iowa alumnus, released his first album, Acoustic Rewind, in April with a bright, easy sound.

Long

UI alum travels back to musical roots

http://www.herteenandstockerjewelers.com
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http://www.hancher.uiowa.edu
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