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Chinese students 
grow wary as 

U.S.-China 
tensions grow

Life for Chinese international 
students is becoming more 

complicated as a result of tensions 
between the U.S. and China.
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36 Raise
38 He said “Just because a man
  lacks the use of his eyes 
 doesn’t mean he lacks 
 vision”
39 Big name in customer 
 satisfaction surveys
41 Stranded during the winter,
  say
43 Response to “Look!”
44 Mother of Calcutta
45 Gives some lip
47 Havens
48 Have a loan from
50 Three Stooges laugh sound
51 Counselor’s subject
52 “I love,” to a Latin lover
53 Like F.D.R.: Abbr.

BREAKING NEWS
Phone: (319) 335-6030

Email: daily-iowan@uiowa.edu 
Fax: 335-6297 

CORRECTIONS
Call: 335-6030

Policy: The Daily Iowan strives for 
accuracy and fairness in the reporting 
of news. If a report is wrong or 
misleading, a request for a correction 
or a clarification may be made.

PUBLISHING INFO
The Daily Iowan (USPS 143.360) is 
published by Student Publications 
Inc., E131 Adler Journalism Building, 
Iowa City, Iowa 52242-2004.                   
Periodicals postage paid at the Iowa 
City Post Office under the Act of 
Congress of March 2, 1879.

The Daily Iowan

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 16

New Donors
EARN $330 for 5 donations!

VOLUME 152  |  ISSUE 5

http://www.biotestplasma.com


BY ANDY MITCHELL
andrew-mitchell@uiowa.edu

From skateboarding and hip-hop 
to teaching English in Mexico, Uni-
versity of Iowa student Erik Ovrom’s 
unique story has led to his becoming 
one of this year’s Fulbright scholars.

Before heading to the UI, Ov-
rom hurtled through the competi-
tive-skateboarding scene in Califor-
nia. An injury forced him to choose a 
different path. Even though he hung 
up his helmet and knee pads, he still 
keeps his skateboard at home.

Ovrom, now 28, has just complet-
ed a B.A. in interdepartmental stud-
ies in the health-science track and a 
minor in Spanish, and he hopes to 
attend medical school. He will travel 
to Mexico City to teach English with 
his grant. For Ovrom, expectations 
are best tossed out the window.

Chasing dreams of skateboard-
ing and making hip-hop music in 
California sounds like the perfect 
setup for taking the path not beat-
en when looking at the Iowa City 
native’s family tree. His mother was 
the medical director of the Iowa City 
Free Medical Clinic, his father is a 
physician, his twin brother was a 
Fulbright scholar and Ph.D. student, 
his older brother is a practicing law-
yer, and his sister is a social worker.

“I was definitely the most differ-
ent in my family,” Ovrom said. “To 
see me experiment and find my sto-
ry as an individual and see that it 
led [to medicine] I think made them 
happy and taught them a little some-
thing.”

After returning to Iowa City, Ov-
rom enrolled at the UI and started 
volunteering at the clinic in which 
his mother worked, serving as a 
medical interpreter between physi-
cians and their patients, who were 

often immigrants from such places 
as Mexico and El Salvador.

He took his first step into the Ful-
bright world when one of his teach-
ers, Michael Zmolek, recommended 
he do so after Ovrom took his Inter-
national Studies course. Of course, 
Ovrom had his doubts about receiv-
ing the grant — they did not last for 
long.

“You just have to make the deci-
sion to believe in at least the possi-
bility of getting it, or else it’s impos-
sible to even start the groundwork,” 
Ovrom said.

Although his time in California 
was a far cry from what he plans to 
do in the future, he will be pulling 
from that past to bring a unique 
spin on teaching children English 
on his journey. His solution will be 
to teach the kids through hip-hop 
and rap. He will also volunteer at a 
primary-care clinic and conduct re-
search on the practice of traditional 
medicine.

“He has many diverse interests 
and has a passion for learning and 
doing things right,” UI Lecturer Ana 
Fernández said in an email to The 

Daily Iowan. “All these qualities make 
him an outstanding student and a 
well-rounded person.”

Fernández taught Ovrom in her 
course “Medical Spanish in Con-
temporary Society” in the 2017 fall 
semester, a course taught com-
pletely in Spanish for students 
heading for degrees in the health 
professions. What stuck out the 
most about Ovrom to her, she said, 
was his work ethic, his maturity, 
and his volunteer work in the com-
munity.

This year the program is focused 
more on cultural exchanges similar 
to what Ovrom hopes to bring to 
Mexico City.

Karen Wachsmuth, the associate 
director of international fellowships 
at International Programs, works 
with scholars through the Fulbright 
application process and beyond. She 
said there is no mold or one unique 
path for Fulbright.

“Recently, the program has un-
dergone a rebranding and a new 
mission statement,” Wachsmuth 
said.
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Skateboarder, hip-hop artist,
Fulbright scholar 

An Iowa City native’s journey through skateboarding and music led
to a path in medicine and a Fulbright Grant.

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan
Fulbright scholar Erik Ovrom poses for a portrait outside the Old Capitol on July 4. Ovrom 
will teach English in Mexico City. 
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BY JULIA SHANAHAN 
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu

Yao Wang, a Chinese student 
at the University of Iowa, said 
that while she likes studying 
computer science, she would 
rather study something such as 
cyber security.

But, she said, the major is too 
“high risk.” The U.S. State De-
partment and FBI are urging 
universities to monitor Chinese 
students and implement policies 

to prevent those students from 
stealing U.S. technology.

Life for Chinese students is 
growing more complicated as a 
result of the tensions. Forcing 
students to apply for visas ev-
ery year creates a lot of pressure 
on students halfway across the 
world from home.

“If you’ve already spent two 
years here, and something goes 
wrong, it’s really hard for us to 
make that up,” said Wang, who 
is entering her senior year. “It’s 

a very frustrating process to go 
through if you have to go through 
it every year.”

As of last year, Chinese stu-
dents who are pursuing a degree 
deemed a “sensitive major” must 

renew their student visa every 
year and undergo a background 
check at the request of the State 
Department.

The State Department has not 
issued a list for what areas of 

study are considered sensitive 
and has not told the UI what the 
sensitive areas are and how many 
students are studying in them.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
is leading an investigation by 

Chinese students grow wary as 
U.S.-China tensions grow

 Life for Chinese international students is becoming more complicated as a result of tensions between the U.S. and China.

April 25, 2017

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
begins investigation into 
intellectual-property theft 
in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee.

March 2018

President Trump imposes tariffs on 
over 1,300 Chinese goods, including 
medical equipment, aircraft parts, 
weapons, and satellites. The tariffs 
were in response to trade practices the 
Trump administration deemed unfair, 
including intellectual-property theft.

July 2018

China imposes retaliatory tariffs 
on the U.S. The tariffs were 
largely applied to the automobile 
industry and agriculture goods, 
which had a great effect on 
Iowa’s economy.

Dec. 12, 2018

Grassley leads a Judiciary 
Committee hearing on “Chi-
na’s nontraditional espionage 
against the United States” in 
the U.S. Senate. 

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Chinese student Yao Wang plays with her dog, Bravo, in her apartment in Hawks Ridge on July 8. Wang is studying computer science 
and is in her final semester.

-30%

-20%

-10%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

International Student Growth U.S Citizen Growth

Undergraduate Growth rate by Demographic



the Senate Finance Committee 
into intellectual property theft 
by Chinese institutions from 
American research universities. 
Adding to international tension, 
the U.S. and China are in the 
midst of an ongoing trade/tariff 
dispute.

Lee Seedorf, the UI Interna-
tional Programs senior associate 
director, said she has not seen 
an unusual increase in the num-
ber of UI Chinese students being 
denied visas. She said the policy 
likely affects graduate students 
in STEM fields the most.

In 2015, 2,597 students from 
other countries were enrolled 
at the UI. In 2018, that number 
dropped to 1,768. A decline in in-
ternational students heading to 
the UI can have economic effects 

on the community.
In the beginning of the sum-

mer, the Chinese government 
issued study-abroad alerts via so-
cial media, saying that because of 
tensions between China and the 
U.S., students may have a hard 
time getting visas and might 
be mistreated by American visa 
officers. Seedorf said the alerts 
included other information that 
seemed to be more based on ru-
mors than facts.

“Other warnings included in-
formation making it sound like 
the U.S. is very unsafe, which 
you know there are degrees to 
that, but it made it sound like 
you would most certainly be shot 
if you came here,” Seedorf said. 
“It made [the U.S.] sound very 
scary.”

After seeing those alerts, See-
dorf said, she sent inquiries to 
Chinese students enrolled at the 
UI. Everyone had received visas.

“Some [students] even men-
tioned the visa officer was very 
friendly,” Seedorf said.

Wang said she received the 
alerts while she was already on 
campus, and they did not make 
her feel threatened in any way. 
However, she said, she had a 
friend who attended the UI for 
her undergraduate studies and 
planned on pursuing a graduate 
degree, but the alerts frightened 
her friend’s parents, who had her 
move to a university in Canada 
for graduate school.

Grassley started investigating 
foreign threats to taxpayer-fund-
ed research in the fall of 2018, 
and the investigation has con-
tinued. Grassley held hearings in 
the Senate Judiciary Committee 
in December 2018 on threats spe-
cifically posed by China. In April 
and June, Grassley led hearings 
in the Senate Finance Commit-
tee, where he is now the chair-
man, calling on a vetting pro-
cess on the recipients of federal 
funds.

Additionally, the FBI is urging 
research universities, which in-
clude the UI and Iowa State Uni-
versity, to monitor some Chinese 
students more closely. University 
officials are being asked by the 
FBI which labs the students work 
at and what information they are 
exposed to, according to a report 
from NPR.

In an interview with The Daily 
Iowan, Grassley said the UI and 
ISU should take the extra step 
in monitoring Chinese students 
and scholars because the re-
search facilities accept federal 
funds, which could put taxpay-
ers’ money at risk.

“You have got to know what 
they’re doing,” Grassley said 
about Chinese students. “It’s 
not only an intellectual-proper-
ty-theft issue, it’s a national- se-
curity issue, too.”

Grassley wrote letters to the 
Justice Department and the De-
fense Department looking for de-
tails on how those departments 
identify foreign threats. He also 
asked the National Science Foun-
dation and the National Insti-
tutes of Health about their vet-
ting processes.

Grassley said that before com-
menting on any questions about 
the vetting from the DI, he wants 
to wait until he gets answers 
from his letters.
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Feb. 1, 2019

White House says progress 
has been made and more 
work needs to be done 
in terms of negotiating a 
trade deal, and threatens 
to raise tariffs by March 1. 
China agreed to increase 
some imports of U.S. prod-
ucts, including agriculture.

Feb. 24

Trump tweeted that 
March 1 deadline 
for a deal has been 
delayed and will 
not increase tariffs 
on China.

April 2

Grassley, now chair of the Senate 
Finance Committee, writes letters 
to the Defense Department in 
which he inquired about the 
vetting process into recipients 
of federal funds and steps the 
departments takes to identify 
foreign threats.

June 4

The Chinese government 
issues study abroad and 
travel alerts, saying that 
U.S. officials have used 
immigration checks to 
harass Chinese citizens.

June 4

Grassley holds 
hearings in the 
Senate Finance 
Committee on 
Chinese intellectu-
al-property theft 
from research 
institutions.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Chinese student Yao Wang sits in her apartment in Hawks Ridge on July 8. Wang is 
studying computer science and is in her final semester.

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, speaks with The Daily Iowan at Mercy Hospital on July 2.
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BY RYLEE WILSON
rylee-wilson@uiowa.edu

One of the nation’s old-
est theater departments 
has produced new and in-
novative work for almost 
100 years — in Iowa City.

As the University of Io-
wa Theater Department 
prepares for its 100th an-
niversary in 2020, the de-
partment is crowdfunding 
a documentary commem-
orating a century of histo-
ry, titled Shouting from the 
Prairie.

The documentary will be 
directed by Kevin Kelley, 
who won an Emmy for his 
work on Mural, a UI-pro-
duced documentary about 
Jackson Pollock’s painting 
of the same name. Kelley 
volunteered to direct and 
produce the film.

To cover the rest of the 
costs of the documentary, 
the department will try to 
raise $10,000 on Goldrush, 
the UI’s online crowd-
funding platform.

UI Professor of acting 
John Cameron, who leads 
the fundraising, said the 
opportunity for Kelley to 
direct the documentary 
was too good to pass up.

“You have an Emmy 
Award winning director 
who wants to put together 
a documentary for you, you 
need to do something about 
that — so we decided to 
pursue this,” he said.

The documentary will be 
shown on Iowa Public TV 
stations and submitted to 
film festivals.

Cameron said the doc-
umentary will feature 
several notable UI alumni 
working as playwrights, 
TV writers, and actors — 
the department’s focus 
has always been on creat-
ing new works.

“We are known national-
ly as a center for new work. 
We turn out more new 
plays and more new writ-
ers than any other program 
in the U.S.,” he said. “There 
is a laser focus to this pro-
gram, and that makes us 
unique.”

The department (with 
a slightly different name) 
was created in 1920 by 
Professor E.C. Mabie, who 

pushed for the construc-
tion of a theater building. 
Cameron said that at the 
time (the facility opened 
in 1935), the UI Theater 
Building was considered 
the most advanced theater 
west of the Mississippi.

“E.C. Mabie was really 
important because he re-
ally helped to find the em-

phasis or the personality 
of this department,” Cam-
eron said. “He felt it was 
important that a theater 
department create new 
work — develop this na-
tion’s culture and the cul-
ture of the world. And so 
ever since E.C. Mabie, that 
has been the emphasis at 
the UI.”

The fundraising cam-
paign has raised around 
half of the $10,000 goal so 
far. Cameron said the de-
partment has been taking 
time every day to reach out 
to alums personally.

Theresa Jubert, senior 
digital fundraising strat-
egist at the UI Center for 
Advancement, said most 
donations to crowdfund-
ing campaigns are the re-
sult of emails sent directly 
to people.

“What drives crowd-
funding are personal con-
nections and contacts,” she 
said in an email to The Dai-
ly Iowan. “Each campaign 
needs a team of individuals 

who are willing to solicit 
their personal networks for 
donations.”

Jubert said most student 
campaigns on the Gol-
drush platform bring in 
around $3,000, although it 
is not uncommon for fac-
ulty-led campaigns to raise 
$5,000 to $10,000.

Rebecca Tritten, the ad-
ministrator for the UI Divi-
sion of World Languages, 
Literatures, and Cultures 
and a theater alum, has as-
sisted Cameron in the fund-
raising and planning efforts 
for the 100th anniversary.

“Most of the outreach 
has been connecting with 
alums, encouraging them 
not only to give but to hear 
more about this exciting 
opportunity that we have 
to celebrate our 100 years 
and try to document a lot 
of the history of the depart-
ment,” she said.

The UI department has 
made a national impact, 
Tritten said, and the new 
documentary can show-
case its accomplishments 
to a wider audience.

“I hope that people see 
that even though Iowa 
City might be a smaller 
town in comparison to 
the bigger cities across the 
country and the universi-
ties established there, the 
Department of Theater 
Arts actually has a huge 
impact on the progression 
of theater across the coun-
try and the way that they 
train students,” she said. 
“I want people to be able to 
see that.”

A century in UI theater innovation
As one of the oldest theater programs in the U.S., the UI Theater Department has a reputation for producing new and 

notable works. Faculty and alums work on a documentary to celebrate the department’s 100-year history.

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
Actors rehearse in the Theater Building on April 25.

‘We turn out more new plays and more new 
writers than any other program in the U.S. 
There is a laser focus to this program, and 

that makes us unique.’
— John Cameron, UI professor of acting
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“What is feminism?” 
This question seems to 
run through my head 
frequently. Since I have 
started college, my views 
on identifying as a female 
and what comes with that 
have changed in many 
more ways than one. Fem-
inism’s definition has be-
come so misinterpreted in 
recent years that it makes 
me even more compelled 
to begin to explain it on 
a college campus, as even 
now women are saying 
they are against feminism 
and do not need it.

Being a woman in col-
lege, I found I needed to 
understand feminism 
more than ever. It affects 
my campus in a major 
way and my own life. Col-
lege students should un-
derstand what feminism 
means to them. In the 
words of the Daily Beast, 
“You don’t hate it. You just 
don’t understand it.”

We have all heard the 
stereotypes of feminists. 
Women who hate men. 
Women who do not shave 
and have short hair. Wom-

en who just want to fight 
about everything. If you 
believe any of these, you 
would find you are kindly 
mistaken as to what femi-
nism is.

Feminism is the idea of 
equality for all people, not 
just women.

In college, I have found 
that by realizing what fem-
inism means to me, I have 
been able to use it to my 
advantage by being more 
aware of numerous situ-

ations. I have been more 
aware of prejudices that 
lie on campus toward indi-
viduals and how I can use 

my understanding of femi-
nism to not buy into every-
thing I hear. I have learned 
to overcome expectations 

for women in certain ma-
jors and not being treated 
as complex and unique as 
male students.

Culture swarms on col-
lege campuses, leading to 
stereotypes. It can be hard 
to push past a stereotype 

that someone else wrote 
about you on a college cam-
pus because it is a place of 
growth and development, 
but it is the most liberating 
when you put feminism in-
to context. Realizing that 
equality can come to all can 
help people feel confident in 
their future job endeavors, 
finding a group of friends, 
and getting an A in class. 
Feminism can make anyone 
realize that the world does 
not revolve around you. You 

may feel that you do not 
“need” feminism, but loads 
of other people do.

As a pre-law student, I en-
counter a number of males 
in my classes compared 
to females. I am sure I am 
not the only one who finds 
themselves in this situation. 
I used to be scared to speak 
in my classes based on what 
others would think of my 
intelligence, how I looked 
not wearing makeup that 
day, and simply about being 
a girl. Once I realized that 
everyone in the classroom 
has the same goal as me and 
none of what I was worried 
about should matter toward 
my success, I was relieved 
and a bit ashamed to assume 
anyone even cared what I 
had anguished over.

At the end of the day, col-
lege is a place of confusion, 
growth, gains, losses, firsts, 
and everything after them. 
Whether you realize it or 
not, we are all in school for 
many reasons but essential-
ly have the same end goal of 
succeeding in whatever it is 
we do. Feminism goes a long 
way for all if you let it. By re-
alizing this in college, I “sud-
denly” became aware of my 
goals and capabilities. If we 
all support each other in this 
confusing time in college, 
we can begin to accomplish 
our best selves, which will 
benefit us as a whole.

That is what feminism 
means to me.

Understanding feminism in college
Properly defining feminism can have many benefits on college students because the term is not about women hating men; 

it’s about equality for all. 

Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Attendees listen to a speech during the Women’s March downtown on Jan. 19.

KASEY BALLER
kasey-baller@uiowa.edu

‘Being a woman in college, I found I needed 
to understand feminism more than ever. 
It affects my campus in a major way and 

my own life.’
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BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

Megan Gustafson cemented her-
self as a Hawkeye legend during her 
historic senior season in the Black and 
Gold. The consensus national Player 
of the Year took the court at Carv-
er-Hawkeye and not only rewrote the 
Iowa women’s basketball record book, 
she created her own chapter. Now a 
professional, Gustafson has faced ob-
stacle after obstacle, but rather than 
let that stop her, she instead used the 
adversity as motivation.

The logical next step for Gustafson 
after graduation was the WNBA, 
where projections had her off the 
board toward the end of the 12-pick 
first round on April 10.

Then the first round ended. Gus-
tafson still waited.

The camera routinely focused its 
glare on Gustafson, who anxiously 
awaited the moment her name would 
be announced to the world. Simulta-
neously, Iowa Twitter-users took 
turns informing each passing team 
how wrong they all were for overlook-
ing their beloved Hawkeye.

By the 17th overall pick, the Dallas 
Wings finally selected Gustafson. 
Later than she likely would have liked, 
the now-professional player stayed 
positive during her time on the stage 
and said how she will use this draft 
slide as motivation.

The chip on Gustafson’s shoulder 
then only grew larger.

The Port Wing, Wisconsin, na-
tive was released by Dallas before 
the beginning of the regular season. 
Gustafson only played 23 minutes 
in three preseason games for Dallas, 

never having been given a significant 
stretch to prove her worth.

Before she could get her feet wet in 
the WNBA, the reigning First Team 
All-American, Big Ten Player of the 
Year, and Big Ten Female Athlete of 
the Year found herself unemployed. 
Draft analysts had questioned Gus-
tafson’s height and defensive capabil-
ities prior to the Wings selecting her, 
and despite all the awards attached 
to her name, it appears Dallas agreed 
with those critiques.

While Gustafson maintained a 
positive public attitude through the 
ordeal, her fans did not.

People across the state of Iowa 
took the release of one of their favor-
ite athletes poorly. It was as if Dallas 
had personally offended every per-
son who called the Hawkeye State 
home. Gustafson had become a fan 

favorite for her humble demeanor 
and unmatched production on the 
court, so Iowa fans did not pull any 
punches when letting Dallas know 
how they felt.

As she awaited her next opportunity 
in the WNBA, Gustafson announced 
plans to participate in The Basketball 
Tournament. She was invited to join 
the Iowa United, a team headlined by 
former Hawkeyes Peter Jok and Nich-
olas Baer.

That opportunity never came to fru-
ition, however — the Wings brought 
Gustafson back on June 13 after the 
team stumbled out to an 0-5 start. Gus-
tafson was a WNBA free agent while 
she was preparing to work with Iowa 
United, and she did not waste any time 
getting back into the league when Dal-
las approached her for the second time.

The team has fared better since 

bringing Gustafson and her un-
matched talent in the Mikan drill back, 
which Iowa fans will say is no coinci-
dence. She averages 5.4 points and 3.8 
rebounds per game in her second stint 
for the Wings.

Gustafson seems to be settled in 
Dallas at the moment, but that does 
not mean she does not have different 
news to share. To begin the month of 
July, Gustafson announced on Twit-
ter that the next step of her career 
will be playing for NKE-Csata in Bu-
dapest, Hungary, during the WNBA 
offseason.

The road for Gustafson as a pro-
fessional to this point has been full of 
twists and turns. However, if the pro-
cess has proven one thing, it is that no 
matter the team, no matter the uni-
form, the state of Iowa will always be 
there for Gustafson, cheering her on.

The road hasn’t been easy so far in Megan Gustafson’s professional basketball career, but much like in 
her career at Iowa, she is not going to let any roadblocks get in her way.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan

Sports

Gustafson’s 
grind
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BY PETE RUDEN 
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

When Billy Taylor accepted Fran Mc-
Caffery’s job offer to become an assistant 
coach at Iowa, he knew it would allow him to 
see his godson more often.

That’s because incoming freshman and 
son of head coach Fran McCaffery, Patrick, 
is that godson.

Taylor and the McCaffery family have 
been close since McCaffery coached Taylor 
at Notre Dame from 1992-95. Now, Taylor is 
connected with the family in his profession-
al life for the third time.

“Patrick is my godson, so that was kind of 
another draw for me,” Taylor said. “I’ve got 
Patrick coming to the Hawkeyes, and he’ll 
be on the team, I’ve got Connor [McCaffery], 
who I’ve known since he was a year old. Just 
that relationship, and being able to come 
back here, and be a part of something spe-
cial with my godson, with Connor, with Fran 
and [wife] Margaret was really just too much 
to turn down.”

The first time Taylor worked with Mc-
Caffery was at Notre Dame, where the two 
served as assistants under head coach John 
MacLeod for the 1998-99 season. Taylor 
jumped into the thick of college coaching 
quickly, preparing opponent scouting re-
ports, taking care of game preparations, 
and creating preseason and postseason 
player skill-development programs.

McCaffery then took the head-coach gig 
at North Carolina-Greensboro, and he hired 
Taylor to be his top assistant in 1999. The duo 
had some success in Greensboro, winning 
the Southern Conference Championship 
and advancing to the NCAA Tournament in 
the 2000-01 campaign.

After his stint with the Spartans, Taylor 
received his first head coaching job at Le-
high. He succeeded.

In his first of five seasons, Taylor earned 
Patriot League Coach of the Year honors af-
ter improving on the Mountain Hawks’ pre-
vious win total by 11.

In the 2003-04 season, Taylor helped 

Lehigh to a Patriot League regular season 
and tournament title, once again earning 
the conference’s Coach of the Year award.

He then coached Ball State for six sea-
sons beginning in 2007. The Cardinals 
finished either first or second in the MAC 
three times during Taylor’s tenure, show-
ing a trait of consistency he had devel-
oped.

After that coaching stop, Taylor was re-
united with McCaffery once again in 2014 
as Iowa’s director of basketball operations. 
He stayed in the role for three seasons, giv-
ing him a sense of familiarity with Carv-
er-Hawkeye and Iowa City.

Most recently Taylor served at the helm at 
Division-2 Belmont Abbey, where he helped 
three players to all-conference honors in the 
past three seasons.

Now, Taylor, 46, works on a staff with 
McCaffery, Kirk Speraw, Sherman Dillard, 
and Al Seibert — a group with more than 
140 years of combined head-coach experi-
ence.

Through each stop, though, Taylor’s 
connection with McCaffery was not far 
away.

“I love being a head coach,” Taylor 
said. “And again, I have Fran to thank for 
that. I was 28 years old as his assistant at 
UNC-Greensboro, and he was the one that 
pushed me to go for my first head-coach job, 
and he helped me get the Lehigh job.”

Because he already has experience at Io-
wa, Taylor knows the players who came in-
to the program together when he was still 
around — Jordan Bohannon, Cordell Pemsl, 
and Ryan Kriener.

That familiarity — with the team, Mc-
Caffery family, and city — will help in his 
next chapter. 

“Usually when you take over, you don’t 
know any of the players, you’re starting 
from scratch — everything is new to you,” 
Taylor said. “You’re just trying to figure out 
which way to get to the nearest hotel and 
nearest restaurant. But to know like, ‘Hey, 
I can go to Graze and get dinner.’ It’s so 
much easier.”

Billy Taylor returns to familiar Iowa job
Billy Taylor knows Iowa basketball’s McCaffery family well. Now, he’s back in his comfort zone.

Contributed

•	 Notre	Dame	(Assistant	coach),	1998-1999
•	 UNC	Greensboro	(Assistant	coach),	1999-2002
•	 Lehigh	(Head	coach),	2002-2007
•	 Ball	State	(Head	coach),	2007-2013
•	 Iowa	(Director	of	basketball	ops),	2014-2016
•	 Belmont	Abbey	(Head	coach),	2016-2019

BILLY TAYLOR’S PREVIOUS COACHING STOPS
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BY PETE MILLS 
peter-mills@uiowa.edu

On Oct. 24, 2009, on 
a darkly televised game 
on the Big Ten Network, 
then-Iowa football quar-
terback Ricky Stanzi 
marched his offense down 
the field through a gritty 
Michigan State defense 
to set his team up with a 
last-second passing touch-
down to Marvin McNutt.

Poised, comfortable, fo-
cused.

Iowa veteran quarter-
backs have displayed a 
long history of excellence 
in college play, with their 
years of experience help-
ing them on the national 
stage. Many fans thought 
last year would be quarter-
back Nate Stanley’s chance 
to continue the trend.

But while the team was 
strong, nothing especial-
ly memorable occurred. 
Is a signature season on 
the national stage yet to 
come? Perhaps in look-
ing at the history of Iowa 
veteran quarterbacks, the 
future of Stanley and his 
supporting cast becomes 
clearer.

1985 — Chuck Long 

Most would agree 
Chuck Long was the most 
dominant quarterback in 
Iowa football history. Even 
now, 34 years after he took 
snaps in a Hawkeye uni-
form, Long owns program 
records in career touch-

downs (70) and passing 
yards (9,671).

While he flourished 
throughout his college 
career, the quarterback’s 
biggest moments came in 
his senior season, where 
he thrived on the national 
stage.

Long was under cen-
ter in then-No. 1 Iowa’s 
matchup with No. 2 Mich-
igan at Kinnick Stadium 
on Oct. 19, 1985. Iowa re-
gained the ball with just 
over five minutes left in 

the game, 
losing by 
a single 
point. Long 
showed off 
his strong 
d e m e a n -

or and presence, driving 
Iowa down the field and 
setting up kicker Rob 
Houghtlin to nail the 
last-second field goal.

Nothing flashy. Iowa 
went on to win the Big Ten 
Championship that sea-
son, earning a ticket to the 
Rose Bowl.

2009 — Ricky Stanzi
 
Stanzi was a frustrating 

quarterback 
to watch 
much of the 
time, but he 
s o m e h o w 
managed to 
dig himself 
out of holes 

and win games, hardly ev-
er panicking in testy situ-
ations.

On Oct. 31, 2009, Indi-
ana was poised to upset 
Iowa at Kinnick after a 
struggling Stanzi threw 
5 interceptions. But the 
then-junior rallied. A 
92-yard touchdown pass to 
McNutt kicked off a mas-
sive fourth quarter from 
the Iowa offense, which 
scored 28 unanswered 
points to thwart the upset.

The win helped to 
push Iowa into the Or-
ange Bowl, where the 
Hawkeyes took down No. 
9 Georgia Tech — argu-
ably the best bowl win in 
the tenure of head coach 
Kirk Ferentz.

Stanzi finished third 
in Iowa history in pass-
ing touchdowns (56) and 
third in passing yards 
(7,377).

2015 — C.J. 
Beathard 

In Iowa’s most suc-
cessful season of the 21st 

c e n t u r y , 
veteran ju-
nior quar-
terback C.J. 
B e a t h a r d 
took snaps 
for Ferentz.

On Dec. 5, 
2015, Beathard lobbed up a 
monster pass in Lucas Oil 
Stadium in Indianapolis. 
Then-No. 4 Iowa trailed 
No. 5 Michigan State in 
the Big Ten Champion-
ship, 9-6. No touchdowns 
had been scored.

Receiver Tevaun Smith 

caught the ball on his fin-
gertips 50 yards down-
field from Beathard and 
pranced into the end zone 
to give Iowa the lead.

Another bid to the Rose 
Bowl — the program’s 
first appearance in the 
game since 1985 — fol-
lowed.

Beathard finished his 
career in the top 10 in Io-
wa history in most pass-
ing categories, with 5,562 
passing yards and 40 
passing touchdowns.

Stanley is already 
among the leaders in Iowa 

history in passing statis-
tics, with his senior sea-
son yet to play. He’s not 
the same as any of these 
players, but in a lot of ways 
he carries some of the best 
characteristics of all of 
them — just in different 
moments.

He has proven he can 
move out of the pocket and 
throw on the run like Stan-
zi. He has proven he can 
throw bullets like Long 
and Beathard. Pulling all 
of these things together 
can make Stanley one of 
the best quarterbacks in 

the country, as Colin Cow-
herd predicted before last 
season.

Now, Stanley could 
benefit greatly from 
pass-catchers stepping 
up. Stanley’s three lead-
ing targets from last sea-
son — T.J. Hockenson, 
Noah Fant, and Nick Eas-
ley — have all gone on to 
the next level. But Stanley 
is capable.

A history of excellent 
veteran quarterbacks pre-
cedes him, but a strong 
season could be in the 
cards for the senior.

Stanley looking to match veteran QBs
Iowa football quarterback Nate Stanley is in his third year as a starter for the program — the 

latest in a long history of veteran QBs.

Nick Rohlman/The Daily Iowan
Iowa quarterback Nate Stanley throws a pass during the Outback Bowl game between Iowa and 
Mississippi State at Raymond James Stadium in Tampa, Florida, on Jan. 1.

Beathard

Long

Stanzi
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Arts & Culture

Emily Wangen/The Daily Iowan

SEE FILMSCENE, 16

Since 2014, Iowa City’s own indie theater has drawn a community of families and film lovers to 
its unique cinema experience. 

BY AUSTIN J. YERINGTON 
austin-yerington@uiowa.edu

On the rooftop of FilmScene, Ryan Gos-
ling croons about stars while playing a piano 

on the screen. Wispy light from the projec-
tor hangs above a silent crowd. The sold-out 
showing of La La Land is one of many movies 
played on the roof patio in the heart of down-
town Iowa City as part of FilmScene’s outdoor 

screenings.
FilmScene has hosted these outdoor 

screenings for five years now, said Emily Sal-
monson, the director of operations, and since 

Watching cinema stars under the stars 
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WEDNESDAY 07.10
•  ALLRIGHT/BASKETBALL DIVORCE COURT/ADVENTURE MEDICAL KIT., 
8:30 P.M., TRUMPET BLOSSOM CAFE, 310 E. PRENTISS
•  HIGH ON THE HOG (2019), 10 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 E. COLLEGE

THIS WEEK IN IOWA CITY

THURSDAY 07.11
•  HOLY FAWN, 8 P.M., THE MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
•  THE LAST BLACK MAN IN SAN FRANCISCO (2019), 3, 5:30, 8 P.M., 
FILMSCENE

Live in London
Flight of the Conchords

Flight of the Conchords was one 
of the top names in music and 
comedy almost a decade ago, 
but after ending its hit HBO 
show, the band took a break 
from music and focused on other 

creative endeavours. But this new live album, Live in London, 
is a homecoming for a great comedic band that breaks new 
ground with some fresh material. The album, while filled 
with laugh-out-loud moments, also has a deep musicality that 
will keep the listener coming back long after they hear all 
the punchlines. This album shows musicians who have aged, 
something they point out up front in the album, but with 
this age comes a new sense of both comedy and sound. Songs 
such as Iain and Deanna tell a story of an office romance with 
hilarious lyrics and catchy phrases that will run around the 
listener’s head all day. But between the songs is another 
beautiful aspect of this band, the banter. With stories of rock 
n’ roll lifestyles with complimentary muffins or tales of being 
trapped in an elevator with a poo in it, the banter tracks will 
have the listener smiling and singing along as the guys move 
from track to track. With an album of some of the group’s 
most famous songs such as Robots and Carol Brown, there 
are also new tracks like Summer of 1353 and Bus Driver  that 
still showcase Flight of The Conchords as the prime example 
of comedic musicians.

ALBUM PICK

— Austin J. Yerington

FRIDAY 07.12
•  KEVIN BF BURT & BIG MEDICINE, 6:30 P.M., PEDESTRIAN MALL
•  CRAWL (2019), 10 A.M., 12:25, 2:50, 5:15, 7:40, 10:05 P.M., SYCAMORE 
CINEMA, 1602 SYCAMORE

SATURDAY 07.13
•  THADEUS GONZALES,  6:30 P.M., GABE’S, 330 WASHINGTON
•  THE LEGO MOVIE 2: THE SECOND PART (2019), 10 A.M., FILMSCENE

SUNDAY 07.14
•  SASAMI, 6 P.M., GABE’S
•  ANBESSA (2019),  7 P.M., FILMSCENE

THE LAST BLACK MAN IN SAN 
FR

A
N

CISCO 

TH

ADEUS GONZALES

THE 
LE

G
O M

OVIE 2: THE SECO
N

D PART (2

Song Pick: “Bowie”

http://www.thewedgepizza.com
http://www.summerofthearts.org
http://www.quintonsbaranddeli.com
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Photos: Iowa City Jazz Festival
The Iowa City Jazz Festival was held July 5-7 in Iowa City with performances by local and international musicians.

TOP LEFT: A child hits a balloon 
during the 2019 Iowa City Jazz Fes-
tival in downtown on July 5.  Jazz 
Fest is a three-day extravaganza 
with stages on Iowa Avenue, Clinton 
Street, and the Pentacrest. (Wyatt 
Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan) TOP RIGHT: 
The Bad Plus performs at The Mill on 
July 7. The jazz trio from Minneapolis 
is composed of pianist Orrin Evans, 
bassist Reid Anderson, and drummer 
Dave King. (Emily Wangen/The Daily 
Iowan) MIDDLE LEFT: Dave Hagedorn 
performs a vibraphone solo with Rit-
mocano during the third day of Jazz 
Festival on July 7. (Emily Wangen/The 
Daily Iowan) MIDDLE RIGHT: Craig 
Taborn Daylight Ghosts Quartet per-
forms during the second night of the 
Iowa City Jazz Festival in downtown 
on July 6.  (Katie Goodale/The Daily 
Iowan) BOTTOM LEFT: Camila Meza of 
Ryan Keberle’s Catharsis performs 
during the second night of the Iowa 
City Jazz Festival in downtown on 
July 6.  (Katie Goodale/The Daily Io-
wan) BOTTOM RIGHT: Yolanda’s BBQ 
staff prepare food during the 2019 
Iowa City Jazz Festival in downtown 
on July 5.  Jazz Fest is a three-day 
extravaganza with stages on Iowa 
Avenue, Clinton Street, and the Pen-
tacrest. The last performance com-
menced at 9 p.m. on Sunday. (Wyatt 
Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan)
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the first screening, the event has 
created a life of its own, growing 
with each outing.

“The first rooftop was [in the] 
spring of 2014, and that was Wet 
Hot American Summer,” Salmon-
son said. “It was a good one to 
start with; it was perfect weath-
er. It was a lot of fun. Ever since 
then, it’s just kind of been selling 
out naturally.”

The screenings are called 
back again and again with 
showings selling out fast be-
cause of the popular films that 
are presented in an outside-re-
treat fashion. The rooftop’s 
programming can range from 

popular modern pieces to the 
more beloved cult classics, with 
upcoming showings of The Ma-
trix, the Back to the Future trilo-
gy, and Fight Club.

“It’s a little deviation of what 
we program the other 365 days 
a year,” said Rebecca Fons, the 
FilmScene programming direc-
tor. “The cult classics, anniversa-
ry years, or a movie you’ve seen a 
million times and you’ll watch a 
million more times.”

The screenings are special be-
cause of the community that is 
created by FilmScene and the at-
tendees, Fons said. Many of the 
screenings bring in cosplayers 
and kitschy, movie-referencing 
gifts. For example, the recent 
rooftop showing of 1984’s The Ter-
minato had free sunglasses with 

one red dot on a lense in refer-
ence to the famous poster for the 
film.

But the gifts can be more of 
a deep cut from the screened 
movie, with the recent screen-
ing of Say Anything having free 
cobbler in a reference to the 
main character’s last name, 
Dobler. This environment of 
cheesiness and movie nerdorm 
is the bread and butter for the 
community-drawing event.

“[The rooftop screenings] can 
be a little bit cheesy in a way,” 
Salmonson said. “I think people 
really like that about them, too.”

Screenings start on a Sunday 
in late spring and run all the way 
through November, with the an-
nual tradition of showing Fargo on 
the coldest Sunday of the month 

with the bonus of bottomless hot 
chocolate and coffee.

The showings attract a wide 
range of moviegoers, with 
crowds filled with both new-
comers and regulars. Will Valet 
comes from Tipton, Iowa, to see 
the unique cinema series, with La 
La Land being his fourth time on 
the rooftop.

“You can get a drink, they 
have the music, and it’s always 
a really good crowd,” Valet said. 
“FilmScene really goes out of 
their way to make it an experi-
ence and not just a movie.”

The backdrop of downtown 
setting the scene not just makes 
for an open and free feeling com-
pared to what indoor theaters 
offer. But the surroundings can 
also add to the depth you feel 

while watching the films, with 
films such as Alien or La La Land, 
which have large star-lit scenes, 
meld really well with the night 
sky, almost making a fully sur-
rounding 3D experience.

With the event tied to the 
outside, it can be challenging 
because of weather and technol-
ogy, but to FilmScene and the 
fans it is well worth the effort, 
Fons said.

“I know putting the projector 
and the screen up there takes 
some work, but I think our whole 
staff really like [rooftop screen-
ings]. They are this sort of this 
special thing,” Fons said. “They 
are this sort of this special thing, 
it’s a nice way to spend a Sunday 
evening.”
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FILMSCENE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

THE MATRIX (1999)
 JULY 21

FIGHT CLUB
 AUG. 4

JURASSIC PARK 
AUG. 18

UPCOMING 
SUMMER
ROOFTOP 
SERIES

SHOWINGS
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