
BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

Tongue wagging in the 70-degree heat, Calvin the 
corgi bounced along a nature trail alongside owner 
Sam Franks. The two were hiking in Crandic Park 

with a Sen. Elizabeth Warren campaign staffer and 
four others — a mix of recent college graduates and 
current UI students. 

Three days later, separate Warren organizers 
opened a box of Dunkin’ doughnuts and poured 
coffee on a pop-up table designed to interact with 

students passing by on their way to finals and group-
study sessions. Close by, a sign-up card and pen 
waited for students to record their contact informa-
tion and comment on their political beliefs.

BY JULIA SHANAHAN
julia-shanahan@uiowa.edu

With ongoing flooding in Iowa increasing the ur-
gency of disaster relief aid from Congress, Iowa sena-
tors say a package is still in the negotiating stage.

Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, said she hopes to see a bi-
partisan agreement on a disaster-relief bill for Iowa 
by Memorial Day weekend, and she is encouraged by 
the progress Democrats and Republicans have made 
in terms of negotiations. 

“Until we see a House version [of the disaster-relief 
bill] come up, I think a Senate bill is probably the path 
forward,” Ernst told reporters in a Wednesday confer-
ence call. A new bill has not yet been proposed in the 
Senate.

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds issued disaster proclama-
tions for more than half of Iowa’s counties. Last week, 
the flooding reached Davenport, causing the river to 
rise to 22.64 feet — a record for the city.

A disaster-relief package was voted down in the 

BY KATE PIXLEY
katherine-pixley@uiowa.edu

Members of the University of Iowa Staff 
Council voted on who would head the organi-
zation for the 2019-20 academic year at their 
meeting on Wednesday. 

Mike Weaver, who is the executive assistant 

to the vice president for research and manag-
er of office operations for the Office of the Vice 
President for Research, will serve as president 
during the upcoming academic year, taking 
over for current President Michael Hesseltine, 
an employee of UI Health Care.

BY SARAH STORTZ
sarah-stortz@uiowa.edu

Hancher on Wednesday re-
vealed its lineup of acts for the 
2019-20 season, garnering a 
wide variety of artists who will 
showcase their talents.

The lineup consists of mu-
sical acts such as Diana Ross, 

who will visit in celebration of 
her 75th birthday. Ross famous-
ly released songs such that have 
routinely hit the U.S. Billboard 
Hot 100, such as “Where Did Our 
Love Go” and “Stop in the Name 
of Love.”

Audra McDonald will give a 
musical-theater flair to the stage 
later in September. For more 

instrumental music, the Gram-
my-winning group Los Angeles 
Guitar Quartet will showcase 
its strings, featuring its latest 
music. Described as “the most 
in-demand string quartet to-
day,” according to Hancher’s 
website, the Danish String Quar-
tet will provide some classical 
delicacies later in May.

Dance shows will include 
Sankai Juku, the internationally 
traveling bukoh troupe native to 
Japan. In celebration of Dance 
Gala,  Urban Bush Women will 
tackle several issues in  Hair & 
Other Stories  related to individ-
uality this September. The RUB-

Senators from Iowa say a disaster-
relief package for Midwest flooding 
is still in the negotiation stage while 
flooding continues in the state.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

Damage from 
Iowa flooding 
continues

SEE COUNCIL, 2A

Staff Council elects 
2019-2020 leaders

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
Supporters of Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., gather at the Iowa City Pints and Persist event at Joe’s Place on April 2.
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Hancher has announced its 2019-20 season lineup, which includes three Broadway shows.

SEE FLOODING, 2A

Hancher unveils next season’s shows and performances

The UI Staff Council held its yearly elections on Wednesday 
afternoon for positions for the 2019-20 session. 

SEE HANCHER, 2A

IOWA POLITICS

Hannah Kinson/The Daily Iowan
Staff Council members listen to short speeches given by those running for various positions on Wednes-
day. The Staff Council held elections for the positions, including member at large and budget officer. 

Warren operation targets 
Iowa campuses early

SEE WARREN, 2A

Democratic presidential-nomination candidate Elizabeth Warren’s campaign is embedding early in 
Iowa college campuses. 

The Furry community 
growing locally, nationally
The Furry community is often mis-
understood and misrepresented 
by mass media. What does it really 
mean to be a Furry?
80 HOURS, 1B

Soon-to-be grad pursues 
grad school miles from 
home 
Jack Feng is more than 6,000 
miles away from his home of 
Lanzhou, China. Four years after 
he first came to the UI, the grad-
uating senior will take his newly 
found understanding of the human 
side of public health to Johns 
Hopkins in the fall for graduate 
school.

UI students can soon earn 
sustainability degree
During the next academic year, the 
UI will offer a degree in sustain-
ability science to undergraduate 
students, the only regent universi-
ty to do so.

Lee wins DI Male Athlete 
of the Year
Iowa wrestling’s Spencer Lee faced 
a lot of adversity on his way to his 
second national championship. 
But the sophomore 125-pounder 
posted a strong 23-3 record on the 
season, making him the DI’s Male 
Athlete of the Year.

Baseball entering final 
stretch, leaning on cap-
tains
The 2019 Big Ten Tournament is 
just seven games away for Iowa 
baseball. It’s a tough time of the 
year for any team to stay focused, 
but the Hawkeyes’ captains — Cole 
McDonald, Chris Whelan, Mitchell 
Boe, and Kyle Shimp — are keeping 
the team grounded.

The weekend in arts & entertainment

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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What do you think of when you think of Furries?
The Furry fandom is a wide community of those who are 

a fan of anthropomorphic animals, who create fan art or 
dress up in full size, fluffy costumes as animals of their own 
design, typically known as a Furry persona, or Fursona. Ac-
cording to Inverse.com, the community has been steadily 
on the rise since the ’90s. 

Ranker.com cites the conception of the Furry fandom be-
ginning in the 1980s, growing out of sci-fi and animé con-
ventions. The Furry community is similar to the cosplay 
community — one that also thrives at and grew out of con-
ventions — in many senses; people will buy or build their 
costumes and dive deep into the characters that they create.

Locally, the University of Iowa club Anthropomorphic 
Furry Friends has just finished its first year as a student 
organization. UI sophomores Nicole Lange and Bill Hollatz 
run the organization, and this past weekend, they hosted a 
Furry picnic in City Park, inviting friends of the fandom to 
eat and mingle. It was the first meet-up that the organiza-
tion has hosted.

For some members of Furry fandom, their interest in the 
community began in their early teen years and was sparked 
by animal-centric media.

“For me, it was really Pokémon that got me in to these an-
imal characters,” Lange said. “Also, I read a lot of animal 
stories as a kid, and seeing all the art that people made got 
me interested in it, and making my own suit seemed really 
cool.”

UI sophomore Shelby Hornaday, a member of the club, 
had similar beginnings.

“Mine also probably started when I found out about 
Pokémon,” Hornaday said. “I mean I didn’t really join the 
Furry fandom until I was like, 13.”

Hollatz cited the Disney film Zootopia and indie game Un-
dertale as what got him interested in the Furry community.

For Lange, building her own fursuit and bringing her Fur-
sona to life was a fairly recent endeavor, beginning early 
this year and spending two months crafting her costume. 
Her Furry alter-ego is Vixie Valentine, an Arctic fox with 
white and pink fur, large, green animé-like eyes, and a 

SEE FURRY. 3B

BY NAOMI HOFFERBER   | naomi-hofferber@uiowa.edu

Vixie Valentine (left) and Salted Caramel (right) pose for a portrait in College Green park in Iowa City on Monday.

Rise 
of the 
Furry

The Furry fandom is a growing community, nationally and locally.
 And there’s nothing fuzzy about it.
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 These local campaign 
events, sans the candidate, are 
part of Warren’s early sprawl-
ing Iowa caucuses field oper-
ation. Warren organizers are 
settling in deeper and earlier 
than any other campaign staffs 
on college campuses so far. 

Those early connections 
may pay dividends closer to 
the caucuses, as students may 
be more willing to volunteer 
for the campaign or commit to 
caucusing for Warren if they 
know someone from the cam-
paign, said former Iowa polit-
ical columnist David Yepsen.

He said it’s important for 
Warren to organize early be-
cause she has less name rec-
ognition off-the-bat in Iowa 
than hopefuls who have al-
ready campaigned in the state, 
such as Sen. Bernie Sanders 
and former Vice President Joe 
Biden. 

“It’s smart that she’s doing 
field work because it’s still ear-
ly, you can make an impres-
sion,” Yepsen said. “And come 
fall, geez, you’re going to be 
really crowded there, like a po-
litical traffic jam.”

Warren has more than 50 
staffers in Iowa, including 30 
on the organizing team. 

Near-campus events range 
from the free-doughnut pop-
up to a coffee-shop talk to grab-
bing a beer and organizing at 
a bar downtown, Joe’s Place. 

Contact information and feed-
back collected there helps staff-
ers follow up with attendees 
and plan future events. 

UI alum Angel Alicea, a 
Warren organizer in Johnson 
County, said campaign orga-
nizers often hold more casual 
events such as the nature walk 
to build relationships with 
students beyond policy discus-
sions.

 “Something like this [the 
hike] you see a fluctuation of 
both conversations about, you 
know, the student loan-debt 
crisis but also talking about 
things like ‘Game of Thrones’ 
and just random stuff like that, 
because people have interests 
beyond politics,” Alicea said.

Those who attend the Iowa 
caucuses have to vote physi-
cally, standing in a designated 
spot in a gym, living room, or 
other venue. The caucusing 
process often takes sever-
al hours, requiring more of 
a commitment than voting, 
Yepsen said, which is why 
campaigns try to make person-
al connections.

 UI student Omar Lopez 
went to a Warren event at Joe’s 
Place by himself, looking for 
someone to talk with. He’d seen 
Democratic presidential-nom-
ination candidates Andrew 
Yang and Beto O’Rourke when 
they visited campus, but said he 
preferred a more relaxed venue 
where he could talk with some-
one over a drink.

Now, he’s committed to War-
ren, and he continues to attend 
events while working three jobs 

and taking a full class load.
UI junior Austin Wu, who 

is leaning toward supporting 
Warren, said he saw Warren 
campaign organizers at a rally 
to protest the UI cutting fund-
ing from the Labor Center.

Brit Bender, the state direc-
tor of NextGen, a Democratic 
young-voter-centered organi-
zation, said that in research 
since 2014, staffers found that 
certain issues, such as educa-
tion, and organizing early will 
propel students to be engaged 
in the political process.

“If you engage and orga-
nize young people early, they’ll 
vote,” Bender said. “If you 
talk to people where they are, 
quite literally, by being on the 
ground with them or reaching 
out to them digitally … you can 
turn them out more easily and 
continue to make voting acces-
sible to students.” 

Other campaigns have host-
ed events on college campus 
events as well.

Campaign staffers for Sen. 
Kamala Harris, D-Calif., hosted 
training sessions at several col-
leges in Iowa called “Camp Ka-
mala” in which students learned 
about the Harris campaign and 
the caucus process in Iowa.

The campaign of Sen. Cory 
Booker, D-N.J., who has the 
second largest campaign op-
eration next to Warren, hired 
four former NextGen activists 
as campaign leaders.

But in interviews with cam-
pus activists across the state, 
Warren’s campaign has em-
bedded furthest so far in col-

lege campuses.
 Most candidates have vis-

ited Iowa City this spring, in-
cluding a trip by Warren her-
self to the IMU. On May 3, she 
visited the Memorial Union at 
Iowa State University, where 
she announced an online stu-
dent-debt-calculator for peo-
ple to calculate how much stu-
dent debt would be canceled 
under her proposed policy. 

 Having a large Iowa staff, 
however, doesn’t guarantee 
success, Yepsen said, and it 
could come at a cost. From Jan. 

1 through March 31, Warren 
raised $6 million and spent 
$5.2 million, a burn rate higher 
than other top-tier candidates. 
However, she did have nearly 
$11.2 million in cash on hand 
going into the next reporting 
period. The extra funds were 
boosted by transfers from her 
U.S. Senate campaign.

 “Your candidate has to 
manage their resources, and 
should fundraising dip for 
any reason, that can really be a 
burden,” Yepsen said. “It’s not 
good to be laying off staff. It 

doesn’t look good.”
Taylor Blair, the outgoing 

president of Iowa State Col-
lege Democrats, said he be-
lieved in-person conversations 
and meeting with staff will be 
vital to attracting student sup-
port because of how large the 
field is.

“Obviously, it’s a little bit 
of a gamble on her part, but I 
think it’s like what else are you 
going to spend money on, you 
know, besides putting people 
on the ground to make the case 
for you?” Blair said.

Senate in March because 
of disagreements between 
Democrats and Republicans 
over how much money to 
allocate to Puerto Rico in 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Maria. 

The current version in the 
House includes an amend-
ment to allocate some of 
the aid to Puerto Rico, but 

negotiations are ongoing 
to decide how much. The 
White House also proposed 
an amendment for the pack-
age to include $4.5 billion 
for border security along the 
U.S.-Mexico border.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Io-
wa, said allocating funding 
for border security could 
complicate negotiations. 
The politics surrounding the 
disaster relief package is un-
usual, he said, because typi-
cally, the appropriations bill 
was considered an “insurer 

of last resort” and that re-
plenishment funds were al-
most always voted on unan-
imously.

The Disaster Relief Appro-
priations Act of 2013 autho-
rized $60 billion for federal 
relief funds across the coun-
try. The act was passed in re-
sponse to Hurricane Sandy 
in 2013, and the act works to 
“improve and streamline di-
saster assistance.” 

“I’ve talked to senators 
— they’re in the negotia-
tion process, and all I get is 

that they’re in negotiation,” 
Grassley told reporters in a 
Wednesday conference call. 
“We usually get replenish-
ment with unanimous con-
sent, so this political dispute 
over disaster money, and 
particularly as it relates to 
Puerto Rico, is pretty sur-
prising to me.”

Kelcey Brackett, the Dem-
ocratic chair in Muscatine 
County, which received a 
state disaster proclamation 
from Reynolds, said until 
federal aid is allocated to Io-

wa, the damage is only going 
to get worse.

Brackett said officials in 
Muscatine County won’t 
know the extent of the dam-
age until the flood recedes. 
Right now, it is eroding roads 
and damaging businesses.

He said an urgent issue is 
the amount of grain that was 
destroyed by the floodwater 
and flooded small business 
downtown. He wants to see 
Democrats and Republi-
cans in Congress come to an 
agreement on aid to Puerto 

Rico so the disaster-relief 
package can move forward, 
he said.

“I understand why our 
disaster relief is being held 
up, and unfortunately, we’re 
seeing the results of that, but 
Puerto Rico has been waiting 
for how long at this point?” 
Brackett said. “My frustra-
tion is with the Republican 
rhetoric. They’re pushing 
their anti-outsider stance, 
and they seem to forget that 
Puerto Rico is actually part 
of [the U.S.].” 

Heather Mineart, organiza-
tion representative for the UI 
College of Liberal Arts & Sci-
ences, was elected vice pres-
ident of the council. She will 
replace Weaver as president in 
the 2020-21 academic year. 

Mineart, a UI employee for 
18 years, works as assistant to 
the department head of the 
Physics/Astronomy Depart-
ment. She cited that expe-
rience when discussing her 
qualifications for serving in a 

leadership position.
“If anyone has seen ‘The 

Big Bang Theory,’ they can 
imagine the personalities I 
work with day in and day out,” 
Mineart said. “I’ve learned and 
experienced so much and Staff 
Council has been an amazing 
conduit to serve as a positive 
influence.”

Two other candidates ran 
against Mineart for the posi-
tion of president-elect. Cur-
rent members of the Staff 
Council voted for the candi-
dates of their choice by ranked 
ballot.

Monica Madura, who ran 
against Mineart, works as the 

senior associate director of the 
College of Liberal Arts & Sci-
ences. She cited her experience 

working on the scholarship 
committee.

“I used to serve on Staff 
Council, I was an executive 
member at large for two 

years,” Madura said. “I want 
all our staff members to real-

ly find support. I want you to 
find your strengths. I think we 
really need to tell these stories 
to campus. My main goal is to 
keep expanding.”

Kevin Zihlman, an eight-
year staff member of the Ath-
letics Compliance Office, also 
ran for president-elect against 
Mineart.

“This past year was the start 
of my second year as org rep 
for intercollegiate athletics,” 
Zihlman said. “I want to take 
those various experiences and 
opportunities that I’ve had 
over the last 15 years and be a 
voice for people working here 
at the University of Iowa.”

Other positions filled in-
cluded budget officer and the 
executive committee at-large, 
which consists of four people.

Current secretary Brenda 
Van Dee ran against several 
other candidates for budget 
officer, citing a desire for per-
sonal growth and develop-
ment. 

Van Dee was elected budget 
officer, leaving the secretary 
position vacant.

“I like to try a little bit of ev-
erything. I’m not very good at 
being stagnant,” Van Dee said. 
“Just as in life, you jump in and 
put your own spin on it, and it 
usually works out.”
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Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
A supporter of Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., holds a sign in Joe’s Place on April 2.

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Christine and Molly Allen pack the car in the rain outside Hillcrest on Wednesday.

RAIN REIGNS

COUNCIL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

WARREN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BERBANDance Group will 
return in February — the 
2008 flood initially caused 
their first performance 
in Iowa City. They will 
show  Vic’s Mix,  which cel-
ebrates Victor Quijada’s 15 
years of creating dance.

The auditorium will 
welcome three Broadway 

shows this season, begin-
ning with the award-win-
ning musical RENT in 
October in part of its 20th 
anniversary tour. Bring-
ing the classical Ameri-
can novel to life, The Color 
Purple in January will tell 
its heartbreaking tale of 
a young woman living in 
the American South. The 
last musical of the season, 
BEAUTIFUL — The Carole 
King Musical, tells the true 

story of King and her jour-
ney to musical stardom.

Other acts such as co-
median  Negin Farsad  will 
take a more humorous 
approach to the crowd, 
known for her feminist 
style of tackling contro-
versial issues.

Hancher will also host 
free events during the fall, 
including a concert from 
singer Storm Large who 
will make a second ap-

pearance outside the facil-
ity in September. Follow-
ing shortly, Van Jones, the 
founder and president of 
the Dream Corps, will give 
a lecture titled “Protest 
& Politics in the Age of 
Twitter.” His previous en-
deavors included writing 
three New York Times non-
fiction bestsellers and 
acting as green-jobs ad-
viser to the Obama White 
House.

Hancher has previously 
invited a large number of 
significant artists since 
its reopening in 2016 after 
sustaining damages in the 

2008 flood. Transitioning 
into the facility’s third 
year, Hancher is keeping 
this tradition strong and 
alive.

HANCHER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

FLOODING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

‘I wanted to take those various experiences and 
opportunities that I’ve had over the last 15 years 

and be a voice for people working here at the 
University of Iowa.’

—Kevin Zihlman, staff member



BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

After three years of de-
velopment, the Univer-
sity of Iowa has received 
approval from the state 
Board of Regents to of-
fer a bachelor of science 
degree in sustainability 
science beginning in the 
fall. 

It will be an interdisci-
plinary degree involving 
different UI departments, 
allowing for connections 
a m o n g 
each area 
of focus 
to under-
stand the 
b r o a d e r 
idea of 
s u s t a i n -
ability. In 
each dis-
c i p l i n e , 
the focus 
tends to 
not be on 
i n t e r c o n -
n e c t e d -
ness but 
on the in-
dividual area itself. The 
new degree will focus on 
the interactions of hu-
mans with the environ-
ment around them, said 
Professor David Bennett, 
the Geographical & Sus-
tainability Sciences De-
partment chair. 

The degree will connect 
environmental issues 
with economic issues, al-
lowing students to have a 
better understanding of 
how changes in econom-
ics can affect the environ-
ment, Bennett said. There 
will be courses offered in 
the major focusing on the 
environment, analytical 
skills, and communica-
tion, he said. 

Being able to commu-
nicate the complexity of 
the issue of sustainability 
to the public in effective 
way is an important skill 
for students in the major 
to have, he said. The ma-
jor also gives students the 
flexibility to specialize in 

human, natural, analyt-
ical, or science issues in 
sustainability, he said. 

“Many of the most im-
portant problems that 
we’re facing right now 
can be, and are often 
bundled, in that concept 
of sustainability and re-
silience more generally,” 
Bennett said. 

The UI offers a certifi-
cate in sustainability, but 
it is very broad. The new 
degree will have differ-
ent focuses for students 

to choose from, Bennett 
said, and it will be rigor-
ous with all the require-
ments in numerous areas 
of focus. 

A major in sustainabil-
ity science is offered at 
only one other university 
in the state, and the UI 
will be the only regent 
university to offer a de-
gree in sustainability for 
undergraduate students, 
said Helena Dettmer, 
the liberal-arts associate 
dean for undergraduate 
programs and curricu-
lum. 

“I think one of the ben-
efits of doing this degree 
is because of the com-
plexity of global warm-
ing,” Dettmer said. “The 
broader more interdisci-
plinary the degree is, the 
better prepared a per-
son’s going to be to try to 
see all the picture and the 
consequences of actions.” 

During the three-year 
process of developing the 

degree, the departments 
involved wanted to create 
a degree that was rigor-
ous and would prepare 
students for a career in 
the field once they gradu-
ated, Dettmer said. 

With the expertise in 
sustainability the UI fac-
ulty have, it puts the uni-
versity in a place where it 
can be one of the first to 
offer a degree in that ar-
ea, said Andrew Forbes, 
an associate professor of 
biology.  

C o m p a r e d 
with environ-
mental sci-
ence, which 
focuses on the 
natural world, 
sustainability 
science focus-
es on social 
systems, ag-
riculture, and 
urban sys-
tems, Forbes 
said. There’s 
more of a so-
cial concept 
to the sustain-
a b i l i t y - s c i -

ence degree that sets it 
apart from environmen-
tal science, he said. 

“We’re so strong in 
these environmental and 
sustainability fields, the 
university is a great place 
to study if you have any 
interest in those things at 
all,” Forbes said. 
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Senior Jack Feng reflects on time at the UI
For graduating senior Jack Feng, the experience he has gained at the UI can only be outmaneuvered by the friends and 
memories he has made.
BY CHARLES PECKMAN
charles-peckman@uiowa.edu

Although Lanzhou, Chi-
na, is about as far away 
from Iowa City as a person 
can travel — 6,975 miles, 
to be exact — that dis-
tance did not stop gradu-
ating senior Zhiting “Jack” 
Feng from traveling to the 
UI to study biochemistry 
and ethics & public poli-
cy (along with a minor in 
chemistry and certificate 
in clinical & translational 
science).

With graduation mere 
days away and a few 
months left before starting 
a master’s degree at the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, 
Feng said a simple reason 
brought him to the UI.

“I have been interested 
in health sciences since 
high school, and I chose to 

come to the university be-
cause of its incredible aca-
demic reputation,” he said. 
“Not only did they have the 
tools I needed to succeed 
but an excellent curricu-
lum in health sciences.”

The program, he said, al-
lowed him to work as an in-
tern for Integrated Testing 

Services Program, where 
he delivered HIV screen-
ing services to the com-
munity. He also helped the 
services’ community-need 
assessment.

“From this experience, 
I learned a lot more about 
the human side of public 
health and the importance 
of resource allocation and 
data utilization to deter-
mine barriers to care in 
underserved communi-
ties,” he said.

Feng said he was also able 
to travel to Mexico with 
a team from the Colleges 
of Dentistry and of Public 
Health to learn about the 
obesity epidemic. 

Gonzalo Campillo-Al-
varado, a graduate student 
Feng has worked with for 
two years in chemistry 
Professor Leonard MacGil-
livray’s lab, said Feng’s te-
nacity and vibrant person-

ality will be sorely missed.
“Jack is a very motivat-

ed person,” Campillo-Al-
varado said. “When he 
joined the research group, 
I found he was a dedicated 
student and his energy was 
contagious. Even when the 
work became overwhelm-
ing, he was never afraid 

to learn new concepts and 
apply them.”

Along with Feng’s en-
gagement in the classroom 
and commitment to aca-
demics, he has also served 
as a UI Student Govern-
ment senator on the Stu-
dent Life and Health & 
Safety Committees. For-
mer UISG President Hi-
ra Mustafa said she has 
long been impressed with 
Feng’s proclivity to go 
above and beyond what is 

asked of him.
“If Jack says ‘yes’ to be-

ing part of something, he 
puts forth his best effort 
every day to make that 
something the best it can 
be,” Mustafa said. “For 
UISG, this meant he would 
make posts about how he 
voted on bills to educate 
students on legislation 
and be transparent about 
his beliefs.”

This advocacy, Mustafa 
said, is not limited to the 

confines of student gov-
ernment.

“He has been a fierce ad-
vocate for others both in-
side and outside of UISG,” 
she said. “You can always 
count on him to have your 
back and celebrate your 
successes with you. He 
gives everyone so much 
love, and Iowa is better be-
cause he has been here.”

Looking back on his 
soon-to-be finished under-
graduate UI career, Feng 

said there were challeng-
ing and incredibly taxing 
moments. Overall, howev-
er, he said the memories 
and friends he has made at 
the UI are irreplaceable.

“I think in general, the 
people that I have built con-
nections with are so caring 
and willing to help,” he said. 
“Learning about American 
values, culture, and social 
norms has been a rewarding 
process … and something I 
will never forget.”

Contributed

University of Iowa to offer sustainability degree
Beginning in the fall, the University of Iowa will offer a Bachelor’s of Science in sustainability science, focusing on human, 
environmental, and social issues involving sustainability. 

‘I think in general, the people that I have built 
connections with are so caring and willing to help.’

—Jack Feng, graduating senior

‘I think one of the benefits of doing this degree is 
because of the complexity of global warming.’

— Helena Dettmer, liberal-arts associate dean

http://www.sharplessauctions.com


Fame strikes again by play-
ing into the role of education. 
The college scandal from ce-
lebrities that had everyone 
talking is now taking anoth-
er turn. Kim Kardashian re-
cently announced her plan 
to become a lawyer in the 
state of California. Although 
she did not fake being a stu-
dent-athlete, she gets to take 
a different course for law 
school than most, perhaps a 
more convenient one.

Kardashian will take four 
years to study under the su-
pervision of an attorney in 
San Francisco to earn her 
degree. Not everyone can 
be so privileged as to make 

millions while not physically 
going into a law school five 
days a week and finding an 
attorney willing to do this 
with them.

California is one of the four 
states that allow individuals 
other options to take the bar 
exam other than physically at-
tending law school. Normally, 
law school is three years and 
requires internships during 
the summers and roughly 
three months of studying for 
the bar exam afterward.

Attending law school isn’t 
the only way to become a law-
yer. There are four options 
that individuals can do as an 
alternative to law school. They 
are four years of study at a 
state bar-registered, fixed-fa-
cility law school, four years 
of study with a minimum of 
864 hours of preparation at a 
registered unaccredited dis-
tance-learning or correspon-
dence law school, four years 
of study under the supervi-
sion of a state judge or attor-
ney, or a combination of these 
four programs. 

As a pre-law student myself, 
currently working on a bach-
elor’s degree and studying 
for the Law School Admission 
Test to then move on to three 
years of law school and accu-
mulating debt to obtain a law 

degree, this alternative option 
seems to be a privilege not 
available to all. Not to mention 
the expenses involved with 
applying to law schools and 
the expenses involved to even 
sit for the LSAT. Not everyone 

can make millions while hav-
ing the freedom of studying 
on the weekends. Not every-
one can even find an attorney 
willing to do this program 
with them.

Kim Kardashian’s father, 
Robert Kardashian, was one 
of O.J. Simpson’s defense at-
torneys during Simpon’s 1995 
homicide trial — which goes 
without saying, is important 
to Kim Kardashian’s journey. 
This alternative journey is 
not easy for anyone doing it, 
but it is more convenient and 
something that those who are 
known can gain more atten-
tion and afford the necessary 
resources.

Gaining attention for Kar-
dashian was not hard to do 
— she received the attention 
of President Trump in June 
2018 to gain the release of Al-
ice Marie Johnson from pris-
on, who was incarcerated on 
a drug conviction. Not just 
any law student, or student in 
general, could reach out to the 
president and ask for a second 
chance for someone who had 

been convicted. Kardashian 
was able to do this even with-
out a law degree, which am-
plifies the fact that her fame, 
regardless of what some may 
say, does help to get her ahead 
in the legal field.

Not to mention, Kar-
dashian has been able to re-
lease 17 people from prison in 
the last 90 days even without 
being an official attorney. 
She is a part of the 90 Days of 
Freedom Campaign, which is 
due to President Trump sign-
ing the First Step Act. The act 
allows certain people impris-
oned on federal drug offens-
es to have potential sentence 
reductions, especially those 
serving life terms. This is a 
great thing that was done 
for those who had potentially 
unfair sentences, but not ev-
eryone could gather the presi-
dent’s eye like this.

At the end of the day, some-
thing as important as obtain-
ing a law degree should hold 
everyone to the same stan-
dards of education regardless 
of someone’s money or fame.
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The rapper’s rise to fame is a sign that what 
people want from artists and their music is 
changing, and this change is for the better.

Rico Nasty is making 
music for the people

Maria-Cecilia Simone Kelly, 
better known by her moniker 
Rico Nasty, is an up-and-com-
ing music phenomenon in the 
trap game. With seven mix-
tapes since 2014, her work has 
evolved through the time to 
encapsulate a raw type of ag-
gression and energy that few 
other artists with her sway 
have achieved.

Each “KENNY” that pierces 
the beginning of her songs, ref-
erencing her producer Kenny 
Beats, has become an anthem 
to listeners across the world, a 
battle cry for people who need 
outlets for the aggression that 
has been cultivated by the 
modern cultural and political 
landscapes.

Following the drop of her 
highly anticipated mixtape 
Anger Management, Rico’s pop-
ularity in pop culture has sky-
rocketed. Her sound is loud and 
furious, underscored by strong 
beats and trap sounds. In ma-
ny ways, her success is striking. 
Black women, especially loud 
and empowered black women 
such as Rico, rarely get the at-
tention or praise they deserve in 
the music industry. Stigmas and 
stereotypes surrounding what 
their sound should be like in 
order to maintain a false sense 
of propriety or correctness have 
seriously damaged the music 
community. But, even though 
Rico’s success is impressive, it is 
not entirely unfounded.

Everything about Rico’s look 
and sound is frenzied energy 
that, in many ways, mimics 
what people are looking for 
right now. The instability of 
our world — one that is often 

violent, loud, and confusing — 
is incorporated into her work, 
but reimagined. Rico may be 
loud and aggressive, but she is 
not negative or mean-spirit-
ed. Instead, she’s simply bold. 
Her originality speaks louder 
than anything else she does; we 
know Rico because we haven’t 
heard Rico in the mainstream 
in the same way.

Anger Management features 
tracks such as “Hatin” and re-
imagines violent lyrics into 
sounds of empowerment and 
energy. There is an undeni-
able strength in her music that 
seems to be lacking in con-
ventional music played on the 
radio. Women rarely get the 
opportunity to be loud on the 
level that she is — her success 
spits in the face of all of those 
who would doubt her.

Rico is proud to be who she 
is, and she doesn’t change that 
about her in any of her mix-
tapes. Even though her sound 
has strongly evolved and grown 
in the five or so years she has 
been on the scene, the Rico 
energy remains. Her collabora-
tions with artists such as Doja 

Cat (of “Mooo!” fame) are sim-
ilarly powerful. Women and 
their strengths are brought 
to the fore with such lyrics as 
“They said, ‘Rico, you so nasty,’ 
I said, ‘Thank you very much.’ ” 
Rico is nasty, and she knows it.

Her music may not be for-
mally perfect, and some of it 
does not fully hit the mark, but 
more often than not, it depicts 
an artist who wants to try to 
achieve something new with 
her sound. People receive it 
well because something about 
her work strikes a chord in us. 
We recognize her anger and 
energy in ourselves and want 
to return it to the world.

Instead of complacently fol-
lowing rap trends, Rico’s music 
is hard, strong, and bold, and it is 
exactly what we need on the mu-
sic scene. Rico proves that trap 
music made by black women 
has a space in major music cir-
cles just as much as other genres.

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

16-year-olds deserve a voice
Let’s get something out of 

the way first.
Lowering the voting age 

is objectively an electoral ad-
vantage for Democrats, who 
have stronger support among 
younger people. And of course, 
Republicans have an incentive 
to fight any change that would 
make it harder for them to win 
elections. But let’s put all that 
aside and consider this topic in 
good faith.

Most objections I hear about 
lowering the voting age to 16 
relate to perceptions that they 
aren’t smart enough to make 
good voting decisions. But is 
that really a fair thing to say? 
There are plenty of stupid peo-
ple in the world. I know people 
who think vaccines cause au-
tism and that former President 
Obama is a communist Mus-
lim. If we’re actually concerned 

with having an intelligent and 
discerning electorate, arbitrari-
ly excluding some young people 
isn’t going to do much to help.

A related counterargument 
is that these potential new vot-
ers will just vote the same way 
as their parents because they 
don’t know better. Again, this 
insults the intelligence of these 
people who are capable enough 
to drive and even buy a rifle in 
some states. What’s more is 
that voters already tend to vote 

the same way as their parents. 
In general, the political ideolo-
gy of one’s parents will greatly 
influence one’s own politics.

Things are even worse if you 
consider a tax-paying citizen 
who happens to be under the 
current voting age.

How unfair is it that a soph-
omore in high school pays taxes 
on a part-time job and doesn’t 
have a say in how those taxes 
are used? If you can pay into 
the government, you should 

have a voice in the government. 
An American 18 and over can 
vote while doing as little as they 
want to contribute to society, 
but a high-schooler who works 
20 hours a week, volunteers, 
and is engaged in the commu-
nity has no official say in how 
our government is run.

If we’re going to have a coun-
try of and by the people, we need 
to include all the people, not just 
those who remember dial-up 
internet and the Taco Bell dog.

Becoming a lawyer, sans law school?
Kim Kardashian’s fame and fortune play a big role in completing her journey to join the bar. 
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Two DI columnists debate the recent calls to make voting available for 16- and 17-year-olds.

Should the voting age be lowered to 16?

‘Rico is proud to be who she is, and she doesn’t 
change that about her in any of her mixtapes.’

ELIJAH HELTON
elijah-helton@uiowa.edu

ANNA BANERJEE
anna-banerjee@uiowa.edu

Voting requires maturity
There has been a lot of en-

ergy put behind the consider-
ation of lowering the voting 
age in recent months. Rep. 
Ayanna Pressley, D-Mass., is 
pushing for the voting age to 
be 16 years old, instead of the 
18 in place. She said young 
people are the trailblazers of 

current issues in the nation, 
leading the way in gun-vi-
olence and climate-change 
movements and calls to ac-
tion from government offi-
cials and politicians. Thus, 
she argues, she believes they 
should have a say in who rep-
resents them in office.

I disagree.
It is true that in recent 

years, younger individuals 
such as those involved and 
leading the March for Our 
Lives Movement have been 
making significant headway 
in gun-control reform and 
calling attention to serious 
issues such as gun violence. 
They have done their research 
and are prepped and ready to 
talk to real government offi-
cials and politicians to make 

a change in the nation. But 
consider this — their brains 
are still at the antepenultimate 
stage of development in life.

“The development and mat-
uration of the prefrontal cor-
tex occurs primarily during 
adolescence and is fully ac-
complished at the age of 25 
years,” according to the Na-
tional Center for Biotechnology 
Information.

Their brains are still on the 
fast track to develop, and they 
are increasingly susceptible to 
influence from those people 
they see who hold authority. 
So yes, they are putting an 
amazing amount of energy 
behind serious conversations 
about gun control and cli-
mate change, and that energy 
should continue. However, 

what concerns me about low-
ering the voting age is the in-
herent influence their parents, 
teachers, and others have on 
their candidate support.

Think about it. When I was 
16, almost everyone I knew at 
school had the same political 
views as their parents, still 
unable to come up with a com-
plete original thought about 
why they supported a candi-
date who was running for of-
fice. For that, I’m thankful that 
I, along with my peers, were 
unable to vote, as understand-
ing your true alignment with 
a party and the policies you 
want to see carried out by our 
government is of the utmost 
importance, rather than sup-
porting someone just because 
mommy and daddy said so.

KASEY BALLER
kasey-baller@uiowa.edu

Jb Autissier/Zuma Press/TNS
Kanye West and Kim Kardashian arrive at Balmain Fashion Show during 
Paris Fashion Week on March 5, 2015, in Paris.

‘As a pre-law student myself ... this alternative 
option seems to be a privilege not available to all.’

NICHOLE SHAW
nichole-shaw@uiowa.edu

Megan Nagorzanski/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City voters cast their ballots at the Main Library on Nov. 6, 2018.



BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

Iowa track and field has 
prepared the entire season 
to get to this moment. The 
Big Ten Outdoor Champion-
ships are rapidly approach-
ing, and they will be run in 
the Hawkeyes’ backyard, the 
Cretzmeyer Track.

Both the Iowa men and 
women will seek to bring 
home conference crowns this 
weekend, and they will have 
a strong crowd full of Black 
and Gold behind them to 
cheer them on.

The large crowd will be a 
key aspect for the Hawkeyes, 
and it will also be unique 
compared with a typical out-
door season.

“In the past years, we’ve 
only had indoor meets and 
the Musco Twilight, which 
Musco is arguably not a huge 
meet, so having something 
like the Big Ten Champion-
ships here at home will be 
great,” hurdler Chris Doug-
las said. “We’ll have everyone 
who’s an Iowa fan out there 
cheering for us, so it will be 
good to have some energy be-
hind us that we don’t usually 
have. I’m really looking for-
ward to it.”

Iowa has experienced elec-
tric atmospheres this season, 
but this weekend, things are 
expected to go to an entirely 

different level. In particular 
Jaylan McConico, who in his 
first year competing for Io-
wa after transferring from 
Illinois State, anticipates the 
big stage and hopes it will 
give him a boost.

“It’s going to be a really 
good experience,” McConico 
said. “The Big Ten is a Power 
5 conference, and I’m com-
ing from the [Missouri Valley 
Conference] so it’s a com-
pletely new atmosphere, but 
I’m really looking forward to 
it. I love going up against the 
great competition, because 
I feel like it just elevates my 
own performance.”

Going in as the favorites

Both the men’s and wom-
en’s teams are ranked toward 
the top of the Big Ten, ac-
cording to the coaches’ poll. 
The men are ranked first in 
the conference ahead of Ne-
braska and Purdue, and the 
women occupy the No. 2 spot 
behind Ohio State and ahead 
of Minnesota.

Being the hunted rather 
than the hunter is a slightly 
different position than the 
Hawkeyes are accustomed 
to, but Director of Track 
and Field Joey Woody wants 
his athletes to maintain the 
same mindset as usual.

“We always want to go 
into every season and every 

competition being one of 
the best teams in the confer-
ence,” Woody said. “That is 
why we’re here: to compete 
for championships. We defi-
nitely feel confident about 
where we are at right now, 
and we expect to be one of 
the top teams in the country 
as well. That doesn’t change 
from where our mindset has 
always been; we’re trying to 
beat everybody.”

Middle-distance runner 
Taylor Arco shares Woody’s 
mindset, and she is ready to 
take the track with what she 
believes to be one of the best 
squads Iowa has had in re-
cent memory.

“I think this is the stron-
gest team we’ve had in a few 
years,” Arco said. “We just 
have a lot of depth in all of 
the events. I think we have 
one or two people that could 
score in every event, and 
that’s awesome.”

McConico interviewing 
Woody

McConico has been in the 
spotlight all season long for 
Iowa track. As a Big Ten 
champion in the indoor 
60-meter hurdles, he has 
fielded questions all season 
long, but in preparation for 
outdoor championships, he 
asked a question of his own.

With a piece of paper in 

his hands that displayed a 
picture of Woody celebrat-
ing after the men’s team 
won the conference cham-
pionship on the home track 
in 2011, McConico asked his 
head coach what was going 

through his mind at that 
moment.

“That moment right 
there, that was like we had 
finally accomplished every-
thing we had been setting 
our minds to for a long 

time,” Woody said. “I start-
ed here in 2006, and this 
was five years after that, 
and now I’ve been the head 
coach for the last five years, 
so I’m hoping to have that 
kind of feeling again.”

first period of his first 
match at Big Tens, then 
went on to defeat Minne-
sota’s Sean Russell, 8-0, 
to earn himself a rematch 
with Rivera.

Rivera was victorious in 
the rematch, turning a Lee 
shot into a takedown in 
sudden victory. Following 
the loss, Iowa head coach 
Tom Brands said Lee need-
ed to focus on wrestling 
his match his style.

“Spencer scores a take-
down in the third period, 
it’s over,” Brands said. 
“When I say ‘over,’ I don’t 
mean the clock would 
stop, and he’d get his hand 
raised. I’m talking about 
if he scores a takedown in 
the third period, we don’t 
have to do all the hands-
to-the-face stuff and the 
things that derailed us. 
We just have to wrestle our 
match, and Spencer knows 
that, and when he wrestles 
his match, he’s dynamite.”

That was Lee’s last loss 
of the season. After fac-

ing three tough losses 
throughout his sophomore 
season, he finished on top 
when it counted most.

Throughout the NCAAs, 
he dominated his weight 
class, outscoring oppo-
nents, 55-7, while never 
trailing. He finished the 
year scoring bonus points 
in 19 of his 23 wins with 8 
pins and 7 technical falls.

Although he is still on 
track to becoming Iowa’s 
first-ever four-time nation-
al champ, Lee plans to focus 
on the next thing in front of 
him: summer wrestling.

“I’m focused on what’s 
next,” he said after win-
ning his second national 
title. “That’s going to be 
summer wrestling, and 
we’ll see how that goes. 
And [I] got to get healthy 
and everything, whatever, 
you know how it is. Big-
time big national tourna-
ment, everyone’s a little 
tweaked up, getting ready 
to finish the summer off 
strong.

“Can’t worry about being 
a four-time national champ 
because you can’t win four 
if you don’t win three, and I 
haven’t won three yet.”

something … That’s all they 
call him, so it just catches on. I 
don’t call him Meat Patty; I just 
call him Patty.”

The nickname, however, al-
so describes Fullard’s play on 
the field. Sometimes opposing 
pitchers bite off more than 
they can chew, and that’s ex-
actly what happened on May 3.

With Cal-Irvine and start-
ing pitcher Andre Pallante in 
town, Fullard went deep twice, 
upping Pallante’s ERA, which 
had registered 2.62 entering 
the series.

By the end of the series on 
Sunday, Fullard had raised his 
batting average to the .300 mark. 
He doesn’t slump often. He has 
only been held hitless eight times 
in 43 games this season.

Fullard also ranks second 
on the team with 5 home runs, 
flashing Jake Adams-like pow-
er at times. Of course, he’s not 
there yet. Few are. But with the 
tools he possesses, the sopho-
more will be a weapon for the 
Hawkeyes for years to come.

“He’s really stepped in and 
filled a void left from the guys 
last year in the middle of the 
lineup,” Heller said. “The real 
positive thing is that we knew 
Izaya was a really good hitter, 

but his power, the pull-side 
power, is starting to blossom, 
and that’s a good sign not just 
for this year but for next year.”

In addition to his prowess at 
the plate, Fullard has displayed 
his versatility in the field. He 
started at second base on May 
4 after Mitchell Boe’s injury, 
and he could continue to see 
time there.

Given Boe’s ability as one 

of the best defensive second 
basemen in the conference, 
whoever steps up, whether it’s 
Fullard or freshman Brendan 
Sher, will have big shoes to fill.

While the situation at second 
base might throw some for a loop, 
Iowa can still count on something 
consistent: Fullard’s bat.

With two regular-season se-
ries remaining, against Mich-
igan State and Maryland, the 

Hawkeyes need to hold the po-
sition they have for an at-large 
bid to the NCAA Tournament.

Fullard is intent on keeping 
his streak going.

“Batting average is some-
thing you can’t control,” Ful-
lard said. “All you can control 
is that you put a good swing 
on it, swing at good pitches, 
and the rest kind of takes 
care of itself.”

seniors make up the bulk of 
the Hawkeyes’ experience. 
There are just seven seniors 
on the Iowa roster; and the 
core quartet has been through 
this before. According to their 
coach, their composure and 
focus during a week of dis-
traction provides the glue to 
hold things together.

“They’re super important. 
That’s why this team is where 
it is right now,” Heller said. 
“[They’ve] all been to the places 
this team wants to go. They’ve 
been able … to make sure guys 
are focused on all the right 
things.”

A sizable chunk of the Iowa 
roster consists of athletes who 
haven’t played more than two 
seasons with the team, and for 
them, this part of the season is 
new.

Izaya Fullard is one of those 
Hawkeyes, and he chalked up 
this final week’s extra focus to 
the captains’ leadership.

“Our captains are great,” he 
said. “They do a great job of 
communicating well with us. 
Especially during this week, 
they’ve told us to get our stud-
ies in — if we have to be late 
to practice or something like 
that, just communicate and 

always come in and get your 
work done.”

That concentration isn’t asso-
ciated with just this week, how-
ever.

McDonald, Iowa’s Friday 
night starter on the mound, 
thinks that his — and the rest of 
the veterans’ — job of instilling 
focus before the season began is 
a major reason the emphasis re-
mains strong at this point, with 
just three games left until the 
Big Ten Tournament.

“It started right away in the 
fall, when everyone got to cam-
pus,” McDonald said. “We just 
made sure how everyone knew 
how it was going to be done this 
year and the expectations and 
effort.”

After starting 0-3 in Big Ten 
play, the Hawkeyes are 11-4 in 
the conference since, and thanks 
to their steady performances, 
have positioned themselves in a 
prime shot for another postsea-
son run.

But the key to keeping the 
momentum of six series wins in 
a row (and adding to that with 
Michigan State this weekend) 
lies in consistency, both physi-
cally and mentally.

“It’s the focus you need to have 
every single game,” McDonald 
said. “You can’t be up and down 
with focus — it doesn’t matter 
if you’re on the mound, in the 
field. You’ve got to come to the 
ballpark each day and be ready 
to put your work in.”

Ben Allan Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Chris Douglas finishes first in the 200 meters (21.79) during the 19th-annual Musco Twilight at the Cretz-
meyer Track on April 12, 2018.

Track & field ready for Big Tens
With the conference championships coming to Iowa City this weekend, Iowa track anxiously awaits its chance to bring 
home a pair of conference titles in front of the home crowd.
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FULLARD
CONTINUED FROM 6

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 6

LEE
CONTINUED FROM 6

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Spencer Lee runs onto the mat before the 125-pound final at the NCAA Wrestling Championships in Pittsburgh on March 23. 

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Izaya Fullard dashes to third base against Cal-Irvine at Banks Field on May 3. Fullard went 3-for-3 with 
a homer and 3 RBIs as the Hawkeyes beat the Anteaters, 6-3.



Softball to take on 
Wisconsin in Big Ten 
Tournament

Iowa softball sneaked into the 
No. 12 spot in the conference after 
taking down Ohio State on May 3, 
locking up the last spot in the Big 
Ten Tournament. It will take on No. 
5 seed Wisconsin today at 10 a.m. in 
Bloomington, Indiana.

“You play all season long for 
this moment, this moment to play 

in the Big Ten 
Tournament, this 
moment to be 
able to go on to 
regionals,” head 
coach Renee 
Gillispie said.

An interesting 
opportunity 
awaits the team 
this weekend. 

With a fringe record for the 
conference tournament, a bid 
to the NCAA postseason seems 
unlikely. However, a strong showing 
in this tournament could bring 
the Hawkeyes some unexpected 
chances.

“Whoever wants it is going to 
take it, that’s the nice thing about 
these tournaments,” Gillispie said. 
“Winner has an automatic bid 
into the regionals. That’ll be our 
only opportunity to get into the 
regionals, so we’ve got a lot of fight 
in us wanting to get back [there].”

There is some historic success 
for the program in postseason play. 
Iowa ranks No. 5 in conference 
history in winning percentage in 
the tournament (.480) and has won 
it all twice.

BY SARAH ALTEMEIER
sarah-altemeier@uiowa.edu

In March, Spencer Lee became Iowa’s 17th 
two-time national champion after defeating 
Virginia’s Jack Mueller, 5-0 ,in the 125-pound 
NCAA title match. Defending his national ti-
tle didn’t come easily, though, and Lee didn’t 
dominate the entire season.

The Hawkeye went 23-3 during the course 
of the year, falling to Northwestern’s Sebas-
tian Rivera twice and Oklahoma State’s Nick 
Piccininni once.

Lee went into Midlands Championships 
5-0, finishing four matches with technical 
falls. But the Hawkeye was upset, 7-3, by Ri-

vera and had to settle for second place.
The loss drove Lee to treat each match as 

the biggest one.
“Spencer, his mindset is a lot different,” 

165-pounder Alex Marinelli said after Mid-
lands. “He approaches matches a lot differ-
ent. He treats each match like it’s the biggest 
one now — not that he didn’t do that before, 
but it’s more evident now. In practice, he 
wants to get better, and he knows that he 
can.”

Following this loss, Lee went on an eight-
match winning streak, with 5 pins. But then, 
Hawkeye fans were shocked again. The 2018 
national champion was pinned by Piccininni 
in Iowa’s last dual meet of the season.

It was the first time Lee had been pinned 
since he was 9. There was no time to dwell 
on the loss, because the Hawkeye had to get 
ready for the Big Tens.

“I remember losing to Oklahoma State and 
freaking,” Lee said after his national cham-
pionship match. “I had the whole team gr-
ab me and telling me they loved me, and we 
were a family, and we’re going to be in this 
together. And I know that moment there is 
when I got to move on. I’ve got to be the bet-
ter version of myself.”

Lee pinned Indiana’s Elijah Oliver in the 

“I think this is the 
strongest team 
we’ve had in a few 
years.

— Iowa track and 
field’s Taylor Arco 
on the team’s 
potential

HAWKEYE UPDATES

STAT OF THE DAY

QUOTE OF THE DAY

”

Wrestling’s Spencer 
Lee went 23-3 this 
season.

Sports
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23-3
Spencer Lee’s record last season

Doocy named sec-
ond-team All-Big Ten

Iowa softball pitcher Allison 
Doocy was named a member 
of the Big Ten’s second team, 

the conference 
announced 
Wednesday.

The right-
hander has 
been Iowa’s 
go-to starter 
all season. The 
junior pitched 
in 37 of Iowa’s 
50 games this 

season, with a 14-15 record and 
a 2.73 ERA. Her 192 strikeouts 
this season put her at No. 4 in 
the conference.

It’s not the first time she’s 
been honored at the conference 
level. She was given the same 
honor in 2018 after a strong 
season in the circle as a 
sophomore. Earlier this season, 
on March 11, she was named the 
conference Pitcher of the Week 
after striking out 19 through 
two games.

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Izaya Fullard has been on such a roll with his bat 
in recent weeks that it’s hard to remember he also 
boasts one of the best nicknames in Hawkeye sports.

Fullard goes by “Meat Patty,” and whether he likes 
it or not, it’s going to keep happening.

“It came from my roommate [Lorenzo Elion],” 
Fullard said. “I got a haircut one time, and I guess 
he said my head looked like a meat patty. It kind of 

stuck. The team loved it, and I guess even the coach-
es started to like it.”

The nickname even spread to the team’s high-
er-ups. Hawkeye head coach Rick Heller, who re-
cently collected his 200th win at the helm of the 
Hawkeyes, is prone to use the nickname from time 
to time.

“It’s a groovy nickname,” Heller said and laughed. 
“There are nicknames every year, but that one’s 

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s 125-pounder Spencer Lee wrestles Minnesota’s Sean Russell during the second session of the 2019 Big Ten Wrestling Championships in Minneapolis on March 9.

Effortless-Lee

Ryan Adams/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Izaya Fullard hits against Cal-Irvine at Banks Field on May 3. Fullard went 3-for-3 with a home run and 3 RBIs as 
the Hawkeyes beat the Anteaters, 6-3. 

Meat Patty Man

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

Iowa baseball doesn’t want a repeat of its 2018 
Big Ten Tournament — the Hawkeyes went from 
tournament champs to the first team eliminated.

With this season’s Big Ten Tournament on the 
horizon, Iowa is gearing up for a refreshed run in 
the postseason. But the current week can’t be over-
looked.

No midweek games, finals, and a three-game 
weekend series against Michigan State sit on the 
docket for this week.

“It’s a challenging week for everyone — you’ve 
got finals, we’re out of our routine,” Iowa head 

coach Rick Heller said. “You’ve got 
graduation, Alumni Day, Senior 
Day — you’ve got all these things 
you don’t deal with very often, and 
it’s just another test for our team. 
If you can’t handle those tests, then 
you don’t go to the postseason. It’s 
just one of the tests a team has to 
pass, and that’s my message, that’s 
the reality of it.”

In the midst of it all, Iowa’s four captains — Cole 
McDonald, Chris Whelan, Mitchell Boe, and Kyle 
Shimp — have played a major part in keeping ev-
eryone focused.

Shimp (a redshirt junior) and the other three 

SEE BASEBALL, 5A

Baseball 
captains anchor 
Hawkeyes 

SEE FULLARD, 5A

No midweek games, finals, 
and one last series remain 
until the Big Ten Tournament, 
but the captains have 
Hawkeye baseball focused.

Izaya Fullard has been on a tear recently, all while boasting one 
of the best nicknames in Iowa sports.

Heller

Big Ten
Baseball Standings

1) Michigan (35-11, 14-3)

2) Indiana (31-17, 12-6)

3) Nebraska (24-18, 13-8)

4) Iowa (29-17, 11-7)

5) Minnesota (22-23, 11-7) 

6) Illinois (31-16, 10-8) 

7) Rutgers (19-26, 8-9) 

8) Maryland (23-25, 8-10) 

9) Northwestern (21-23, 8-10) 

10) Purdue (19-28, 7-10)

11) Ohio State (24-23, 7-11) 

12) Michigan State (16-30, 5-12) 

13) Penn State (20-21, 3-16) 

SEE LEE, 5A

As he won a second national title, Spencer Lee picked up The DI’s Male Athlete of the Year Award.

Daily Iowan Sports Awards Male Athlete of the Year: Spencer Lee

Gillispie

Doocy

To read the full 
story, go to 
dailyiowan.com



The weekend in arts & entertainment

Get  updates about local arts & 
entertainment events on Twitter 
@DailyIowanArts

Tune in to KRUI 89.7 FM at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays to hear about this weekend 
in arts & entertainment.

Want your event to be printed in The Daily Iowan 
and included in our online calendar? To submit a 
listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.

On the web On the air Events calendar
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What do you think of when you think of Furries?
The Furry fandom is a wide community of those who are 

a fan of anthropomorphic animals, who create fan art or 
dress up in full size, fluffy costumes as animals of their own 
design, typically known as a Furry persona, or Fursona. Ac-
cording to Inverse.com, the community has been steadily 
on the rise since the ’90s. 

Ranker.com cites the conception of the Furry fandom be-
ginning in the 1980s, growing out of sci-fi and animé con-
ventions. The Furry community is similar to the cosplay 
community — one that also thrives at and grew out of con-
ventions — in many senses; people will buy or build their 
costumes and dive deep into the characters that they create.

Locally, the University of Iowa club Anthropomorphic 
Furry Friends has just finished its first year as a student 
organization. UI sophomores Nicole Lange and Bill Hollatz 
run the organization, and this past weekend, they hosted a 
Furry picnic in City Park, inviting friends of the fandom to 
eat and mingle. It was the first meet-up that the organiza-
tion has hosted.

For some members of Furry fandom, their interest in the 
community began in their early teen years and was sparked 
by animal-centric media.

“For me, it was really Pokémon that got me in to these an-
imal characters,” Lange said. “Also, I read a lot of animal 
stories as a kid, and seeing all the art that people made got 
me interested in it, and making my own suit seemed really 
cool.”

UI sophomore Shelby Hornaday, a member of the club, 
had similar beginnings.

“Mine also probably started when I found out about 
Pokémon,” Hornaday said. “I mean I didn’t really join the 
Furry fandom until I was like, 13.”

Hollatz cited the Disney film Zootopia and indie game Un-
dertale as what got him interested in the Furry community.

For Lange, building her own fursuit and bringing her Fur-
sona to life was a fairly recent endeavor, beginning early 
this year and spending two months crafting her costume. 
Her Furry alter-ego is Vixie Valentine, an Arctic fox with 
white and pink fur, large, green animé-like eyes, and a 

SEE FURRY. 3B

BY NAOMI HOFFERBER   | naomi-hofferber@uiowa.edu

Vixie Valentine (left) and Salted Caramel (right) pose for a portrait in College Green park in Iowa City on Monday.

Rise 
of the 
Furry

The Furry fandom is a growing community, nationally and locally.
 And there’s nothing fuzzy about it.
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Still Woozy’s Lately

With lush beats, gentle vocals, and 
playful synth sounds, Still Woozy’s 
recent EP Lately grants listeners a de-
lightful soundscape. The Oakland, 
California, one-man show marries 
light electronic delights with trappy 
rhythms for easy listening, ideal for 
finals studying, or having an existen-
tial crisis on the Pentacrest post-finals. 

Lately is Still Woozy’s first EP, consisting of only five songs, but it 
marks a solid presentation with serious potential. 

Song Pick: “Habit”

2B 80 HOURS

WEEKEND EVENTS

FRIDAY 05.10

Remake of Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (1988), The Hustle follows Josephine 
(Anne Hathaway) an established con artist who takes Lonnie (Rebel 
Wilson) under her wing. The two are seemingly opposites but must 
mend their differences to avenge those who have wronged them.

OPENING MOVIE
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FILM
• AMAZING GRACE, 2:30, 4:45, & 7 P.M., FILMSCENE, 118 COLLEGE
• HIGH LIFE, 3, 5:30, & 8 P.M., FILMSCENE
• HER SMELL, 9:15 P.M., FILMSCENE

MUSIC
• MAIA THOMPSON,  5:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL
• BUCKETHEAD AT WILDWOOD, 8 P.M., GABE’S
• KIND COUNTRY, HALFLOVES,  8 P.M., GABE’S 
• TOUGH OLD BIRD, WITH LILLY ALINE, 8:30 P.M., TRUMPET BLOSSOM
• DEAD COAST PRESENTS: LUKE WINSLOW-KING, 9 P.M., MILL

MUSIC
• MANY VOICES/ONE VOICE: WE ARE ONE COMMUNITY, 2:30 P.M., 
ENGLERT, 221 WASHINGTON
• HOT PINK SATAN, PRECIOUS CHILD, DJ DARK INQ, 6 P.M., IOWA 
CITY YACHT CLUB, 13 S LINN
• FLASH IN A PAN, PORCHBURNER, MEMPHIS DIVES, HUMDINGER, 
8:30 P.M., GABE’S 
• SCAMPER., THE UNICORPORATED, FRIENDLY FIRE ON, LEFTHAND 
LOVER, 9 P.M., IOWA CITY YACHT CLUB

THE HUSTLE

ALBUM PICK

— Joshua Balicki

— Naomi Hofferber

FILM
• SCENESTERS SELECTS: BRAZIL, 2 P.M., FILMSCENE
• SPECIAL EVENT: M.F.A. THESIS SCREENING, 7:30 P.M., FILMSCENE

SUNDAY05.12 

SATURDAY 05.11

Name: Tony Hop

Grade: Sophomore

What's your fashion 
style?:  I really like loud 
pieces, things that 
kind of scream that I’m 
different than other 
people. I guess I really 
like to stand out, I love 
being noticed. Standing 
out, being different, and 
showing everyone that I 
am my own individual is 
really important to me.

Where do you usually 
shop?: Ragstock. I love 
Ragstock, Goodwill is 
always fun. And honestly 
I really like Old Navy 
because  it’s cheap.

How has your fashion 
changed over the 
years?: 
I used to have to wear 
a school uniform, so I 
wasn’t able to express 
myself through clothes. 
So it’s become a part of 
my personality because I 
can express myself from 
my clothes. Josie Fischels/The Daily Iowan

STUDENT FASHION

HALFLOVES

SCAMPER

BRAZIL

HER SMELL

MUSIC
• GEORGE ROBERTS-OAKLAND, 11 A.M., VOXMAN CONCERT HALL
• PETER MAYER, BRENDON MAYER, 7:30 P.M., MILL, 120 E. BURLINGTON
• WEI XUE VOCAL RECITAL, 7:30 P.M., VOXMAN RECITAL HALL 
• NADAH EL SHAZLY, 8:30 P.M., TRUMPET BLOSSOM, 310 E. PRENTISS
• DANDU, GLASS FEMUR, 9 P.M., GABE’S 330 WASHINGTON  

FILM
• ASK DR. RUTH, 11 A.M., 1:15, 3:30, 5:45, 8 P.M., FILMSCENE
• AMAZING GRACE, 11:30 A.M. & 6:45 P.M., FILMSCENE 
• HIGH LIFE, 1:45, 4:15, & 9 P.M., FILMSCENE

• SUMMER CHAMBER MUSIC TOUR,  7:30 P.M., VOXMAN CONCERT 
HALL 

MUSIC

LITERATURE
• “LIVE FROM PRAIRIE LIGHTS,” MARIANNE MAILI, 7 P.M., PRAIRIE LIGHTS, 15 
S. DUBUQUE

LITERATURE
• CERTIFICATE IN WRITING CAPSTONE READING & RECEPTION, 5 P.M., 
PRAIRIE LIGHTS

DinnerDrinksDiversions• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

$5 OFF
1st online order $20+

www.thewedgepizza.com
Gluten free crust &

Vegan cheese available

517 S. Riverside Dr.  |  Iowa City  |  337-6677

THUR: 1/2 Price Drinks
FRI: $4 Big Girl Margaritas

$2 Shots of Fireball
SATURDAY:

$1 OFF Signature Cocktails
$5 Double Wells

215 E Washington St | Iowa City
quintonsbaranddeli.com

FILM
• SPECIAL EVENT: INTIMATE REALITY, 1 P.M., FILMSCENE
• SPECIAL EVENT: RUTH-TOP TONIC HOUR, 5 P.M., FILMSCENE

http://www.iwantwood.com
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fluffy tail.
“I settled with Vixie … I’ve 

had her in my head, just a 
fox character, for years and 
I actually got her down on 
paper just last summer, and 
then made her,” she said. “I 
picked an Arctic fox because 
I like foxes, and I like Arctic 
foxes more because I feel 
like I connect to them. She 
has a Valentine theme be-
cause my birthday is right 
next to Valentine’s Day.”

While Lange and Horna-
day both have fursuits, they 
are not required for some-
one to be considered a Fur-
ry, Lange said. Fursuits are 
typically crafted out of faux 
fur, fabrics, plastic, and 
foam.

Hollatz said one of the 
major mis-
conceptions 
about the 
c o m m u n i t y 
was that ev-
eryone who 
is a Furry 
has a fur-
suit. Hollatz 
himself does 
not own a 
fursuit of 
his own, but 
does have 
the Fursona 
of Lokahi, a 
red panda.

According to the Anthro-
pomorphic Research Proj-
ect, a team of researchers 
examining the Furry com-

munity, only 15 percent of 
Furries surveyed had their 
own fursuits. Many wear 
partial pieces or just Furry 
accessories, such as a tail or 
paws.

“Fursuits are very expen-
sive, and they can be tough 
to maintain,” Hornaday 
said.

Prices range for fursuits, 
and partial pieces, depend-
ing on the maker. For pop-
ular manufacturers such 
as Lemonbrat, partial piec-
es typically go for nearly 
$1,000, and full suits can 
range into the thousands.

“I personally made mine 
just because I didn’t want 
to spend a lot of money,” 
Lange said. “You can either 
buy a full suit from someone 
or even just a head or just 
paws.”

Lange and Hornaday both 
said they typically wear their 
suits to conventions, either 

Furry cons, such as Midwest 
Fur Fest, the world’s largest 
Furry convention that takes 
place outside of Chicago, or 

to animé cons.
“Sometimes I throw her 

on at home to get pictures 
if I have something I want 
to get a picture of her with,” 
Lange said. “I’d say usually I 
don’t just throw her on for 
funsies, because especially 
if I try to put on full suit, 
that takes a bit to get into 
because I have padding to 
put in.”

Similarly to cosplay, cos-
tumes are typically worn by 
members of the fandom at 
conventions or for personal 
photos and social media.

“I usually wear mine to 
cons, or on Halloween, or 
at home, for just like pic-
tures,” Hornaday said. She 
also wears them to post on 
the social-media app tiktok, 
under the user @saltedcara-
melfen.

Along with every Furry 
having a suit, a common 
misconception perpetuated 

in the media is 
that the Furry 
c o m m u n i t y 
is rooted in 
s o m e t h i n g 
sexual. How-
ever, Lange 
said, this is 
not the case.

“It’s defi-
nitely not 
[sexual] for 
everyone. I 
mean it’s a 
thing, but it’s 
not any more 
of a thing 

than it is in any other com-
munity I would say,” she 
said. “It’s something people 
do, obviously it’s going to 

bleed into their interests, 
but it’s definitely not some-
thing everyone does.”

An article debunking 
Furry myths by Vox cited 
an episode of the televi-
sion show “30 Rock” and a 
2007 article by Vanity Fair 
as examples of the media 
oversexualizing the Furry 
community.

“I feel like the reason that 
misconception exists is that 
Furries are more OK with that 
kind of stuff, even if they’re 
not into it, so it’s just more 
visible than in other commu-
nities, maybe,” Hollatz said.

Hollatz and Lange both 
said the Furry community was 
a welcoming one, which made 
them feel less anxious.

“Putting on a big animal 
costume lets me feel a little 

less anxious around other 
people. It helped me open up,” 
Lange said. “I’ve made a lot of 
friends — I would still have 
no friends in college if I didn’t 
have Furry, I don’t think, be-
cause I met [Hollatz] through 
the ‘Furry trash’ pin on my 
backpack. It’s a nice, friendly, 
safe space.”

Hollatz agreed.
“I don’t even have a suit, 

and I still feel less anxious 
around Furries,” he said.

Hornaday noted the in-
clusiveness that comes with 
the Furry community.

“It’s a very inclusive and 
free kind of community,” 
Hornaday said. “There are 
a lot of LGBT people in 
the furry community, so 
there’s a lot of acceptance 
of that.”

According to furscience.
com, the website run by 
the Anthropomorphic 
Research Project, only 
around one-third of Fur-
ries identify as exclusively 
heterosexual. The website 
also states that Furries use 
the community to bolster 
social interaction, as well 
as creativity, something 
Lange indicated was a big 
draw to the fandom.

“I like how creative it is, 
seeing people make these 
characters and then bring-
ing them to life, either 
with their art or by actu-
ally building them is real-
ly cool,” she said. “You can 
have just a regular animal; 
you can also just combine 
animals and have whatever 
you want.” 

FURRY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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‘I like how creative it is, seeing people make 
these characters and then bringing them to life, 
either with their art or by actually building them 

is really cool.’
— Nicole Lange, UI sophomore

MONDAY’S SCHEDULE
DITV Crossover  8:45-9am

Debatebabble 2-3pm
The Ozone  3-4pm
News  4-4:30pm

Science for Sixty  5-6pm
It’s a Date!  8-9pm

Soul Sample  11pm-12am

THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
DITV Crossover  8:45-9am

MERGE: Homeland to Heartland  12-1pm
Four Star Show  2-3pm

DJ Training  3:30-4:30pm
A Moment with Diviin  5-6pm

The 606  6-7pm
Stereocilia  9-11pm

Take Five! 11pm-12am

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
ON PAGE 3

• • • WHAT’S HAPPENING TODAY • • •

SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your special event appear here?  Email dicalendar@uiowa.edu with details.

• College of Pharmacy Doctor of Pharmacy Commencement, 10 a.m., Hancher

• College of Education Commencement and Teacher Education Program Recognition,
   4 p.m., Hancher

• “Procrastinating with Percussion: Music You Won’t Be Tested On,” 5:30 p.m., 
    Voxman Stark Opera Studio

• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Marianne Maili, fiction, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights,
    15 S. Dubuque

• Visiting Scholar Wei Xue Vocal Recital, Soprano, 7:30 p.m., Voxman Recital Hall

  Across
 1 Showy accessories
 5 Invitation stipulation
 9 Goddess in a chariot pulled by peacocks
13 ___ Duncan, Obama education secretary
14 Place where beads are made
15 So-called universal donor type, for short
16 Saying suggesting that worldly possessions
 should be enjoyed
19 Beloved, in Bologna
20 Division of a hacienda
21 Actress Scala
22 Like Bill Clinton’s presidency
25 Iconic introduction in cinema
27 Batman co-creator Bob
28 Longtime Mississippi politico Trent
31 Father of the American Cartoon
32 What one gets after many years of work
33 2008 political catchphrase
36 Instructor’s remark after making a mistake
40 Like a sleeper cell?
41 Power ___
43 Head: Ger.
46 Actress Blanchett
47 “A forest bird never wants a ___”: Ibsen
48 Insistent refusal
51 Agreed to, in a way
53 Part of some Hebrew men’s names
54 Preceder of Edison
57 What goes above and beyond?
58 Where you go for a fresh start … or a hint for
 four answers in this puzzle
63 It’s a two-hour drive north of Pittsburgh
64 Noggin
65 European capital
66 Tony and Emmy winner Tyne
67 Length
68 Give an appointment to

  Down
 1 Feature of Cajun Country
 2 Goblinlike creature
 3 Rain forest menace
 4 House rules may not apply here
 5 Bucolic call
 6 Just for ___
 7 ___ Day (supplement)
 8 One way to get out of jail
 9 The way
10 Puzzle
11 Adjusts, as laces
12 Dumbstruck
14 Like an overcast night sky
17 Number of sides on a triangolo
18 ___ Express (Delhi-to-Agra train)
22 Ring finish, briefly
23 “Where’s ___?”
24 Common artwork in New York City subways
26 Fashion editor Wintour
29 First name in dance
30 Convictions
33 The dark side
34 One of a 1970s TV family
35 Court V.I.P.: Abbr.
37 Sleeper that never dreams
38 Quack remedy
39 Literary character who says “I will wear my
 heart upon my sleeve”
42 French politico Marine Le ___
43 Gnarly, as a tree trunk
44 Mark ___, 1998 P.G.A. Player of the Year
45 What a doodle might be in
47 Subs (for)
49 Man’s nickname that sounds like a pest
50 Trying tasks
52 Nautical propeller
55 Cognac age indicator
56 Cool shade
59 What makes a tumbler spin
60 Samovar
61 Doctors Without Borders or Oxfam, in brief
62 “Let’s ___!”

@THEDAILYIOWAN
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Wyatt Dlouhy/The Daily Iowan
Vixie Valentine (left) and Salted Caramel (right) pose for a portrait in College Green park in Iowa City on 
Monday.

http://www.summerofthearts.org
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Wood you please buy my art?
University of Iowa graduate student N.E. Brown uses the versatility of wood, painting, and lithography to create her art.

BY MADISON LOTENSCHTEIN
madison-lotenschtein@uiowa.edu

Tucked in the back corner 
of the painting and draw-
ing section of the Visual 
Arts Building, artist N.E. 
Brown’s studio boasts an ar-
ray of woodwork, paintings, 
and prints. A giant wooden 
spoon with wood flowers 
atop it rests on the floor, 
and paintings and prints 
hang from the white walls 
of her tiny studio.

Along with wooden 
spoons, Brown’s workspace 
is home to a few wooden 
arches that resemble the 
high ceiling of a church.

“I grew up Episcopalian, 
so I use the arches of a 
church through woodwork,” 
Brown said. “But a lot of my 
work is about identity. Be-
ing human is complex, and 
I like to articulate where I’m 
at in life through my art.”

Working with wood re-
quires many techniques, 
and she uses two of them 
frequently: wood joinery 
and wood bending.

“For wood joinery, you 

don’t use any screws,” she 
said. “It’s all about bringing 
wood apart and together. 
Working with wood is so 
versatile. You can draw on 
it, paint on it, and it’s re-
plenishable.”

On the latter end, wood 
bending is how to bend and 
manipulate the wood.

“The petals are accom-
plished by a wood-bending 
process using water and 
heat,” Brown said.

The Pittsburgh native em-
barks on her artistic process 
through the several strokes 
of a pencil and a blank sheet 
of sketchbook paper.

“I try to figure out how to 
lose control without a de-
finitive image,” Brown said. 
“Though I do make a lot of 
defined things [spoons, for 
instance]. I also think that 
having a shared dialogue 
within your art is import-
ant.”

Despite the beautifully 
finished pieces in her stu-
dio, Brown said, the num-
ber of failures outweighs 
the positive outcomes.

“I am always experiment-

ing,” she said. “When I go 
in to work on a piece, the 
question of whether or not 
it’s going to work is always 
there.”

Brown’s love for art stems 
back to the fourth grade, 
when she began drawing.

“You never stop growing, 
as an artist,” Brown said. 
“I think that’s the best part 
about it.”

After graduating from 
Temple University, she de-
cided that graduate school 
was the best route for her 
to take. Not only has she 
taught students, she has al-
so diligently worked at the 
Office of Graduate Inclu-
sion.

“I can see myself doing 
work for diversity, equity, 
and inclusion,” Brown said.

Graduating from the UI 
this month, she mulls over 
what path to take in regard 
to her future career. She is 
held back by only one thing: 
the physical size of her art.

“Please, someone buy my 
art, it’s too large and heavy 
for me to move with,” she 
said and laughed.

Hometown: Pittsburgh

Year in School: Senior

Age: 31

Top artist she listens to: Emeli Sande 

Dream place to live: Where I am with loved ones 

Dream place to work: In my studio making work 

Favorite place for a late-night bite: “I do not have one.”

Favorite movie:  Forrest Gump 

Last song stuck in her head: “Contigo ” (Chocquibtown)

Instagram: N/A

FAST FACTS
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