
BY CHARLES PECKMAN
charles-peckman@uiowa.edu 

With stacks of documents, books, volumes of poetry, 
and atlases, the organized chaos of Christopher Mer-
rill’s office on the second floor of the Shambaugh House 
holds almost as many stories as the man who inhabits 
the small, oblong room. Merrill’s rimless, rectangular 
glasses, slightly askew hair, and plain black vest layered 

over a ruffled blue dress shirt fit the bill of an Indiana 
Jones-esque character.

Although Merrill, the director of the International 
Writing Program, said he does not keep track of how 
many countries he has visited, he admits the number 
is more than 100. But long before covering war in the 
former Yugoslavia in the 1990s, the 62-year-old said his 
childhood consisted of two contrasting dreams. 

“When I was a kid, I wanted to be two things — a poet 

and a soccer player,” he said.
The latter may not have sparked a professional ca-

reer in the sport, but allowed the Massachusetts native 
to travel to Italy in 1990 to cover the FIFA World Cup 
— this adventure, however, was only the beginning of 
a globetrotting career. Since then, he has been appoint-
ed to President Obama’s National Council on the Arts 

BY CALEB MCCULLOUGH
caleb-mccullough@uiowa.edu

The Iowa City City Council took its first step 
with a consideration of the rezoning of the For-
est View mobile-home park on Tuesday.

Forest View sits south of Interstate 80 and 
west of North Dubuque Street. The new zoning 
plan will give the tenants of Forest View the op-
portunity to rent new, manufactured housing to 
the west of where the park is located. 

The council unanimously supported the ordi-
nance, with councilors expressing satisfaction 
with the compromises that had been reached 
with the developers. 

The total zoning ordinance covers 73.15 acres. 
In addition to manufactured housing for the For-
est View residents, the proposed development 
will include commercial area and a condo build-
ing.

The decision is the product of three years of ne-
gotiation between the tenants of Forest View and 
the developers of the land, Blackbird Investors.

BY SARAH WATSON
sarah-e-watson@uiowa.edu

Iowa Democratic Party Chair Troy Price 
plans to put a lot of miles on his car ahead of the 
2020 Democratic presidential caucuses. 

“During  the last week of the last election cy-

cle, I put 4,000 miles on my car,” Price said.
With the number of national Democrats pur-

suing the party nomination for president blow-
ing past 20 last week and a new “virtual” caucus-
ing option ahead of Iowa’s first-in-the nation 

BY KINSEY PHIPPS
kinsey-phipps@uiowa.edu

Mollie Tibbetts would have turned 21 
years old today. 

Around the U.S., people are commit-
ting 21 acts of kindness or donating $21 
today in University of Iowa student Tib-
betts’ honor. Donations will go toward 

the restoration of the 
Brooklyn Opera House 
or the Mollie Tibbetts 
Memorial Fund for 
Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry at the UI 
Stead Family Children’s 
Hospital. 

Tibbetts’ 21st birthday celebration 

will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. today at the 
Michael J. Manatt Community Center 
in Brooklyn, Iowa. The event is hosted 
by Mollie’s Movement: Paying Kindness 
Forward and the Brooklyn Opera House. 

Tibbetts went missing on July 18, and 
her body was found after more than a 
month of searching on Aug. 21. Cris-
thian Bahena Rivera was charged with 

first-degree murder in the case, and his 
trial is scheduled for Sept. 4.

This is the first year family and 
friends will celebrate her birthday with-
out her.

Mollie’s Movement was founded by 
Joy Vanlandschoot, the owner of a print 

After three years of negotiations, 
the Iowa City City Council moved 
to approve a first consideration to 
relocate the residents of the Forest 
View mobile-home park.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

City council 
approves Forest 
View rezoning

SEE CAUCUS, 2

Iowa Democratic head: Early 
training key to caucus changes

Charles Peckman/The Daily Iowan
Christopher Merrill, the director of the International Writing Program, makes a phone call at his desk on April 12. Merrill’s career began with covering the 1990 FIFA World Cup in Italy, 
and he has visited more than 100 countries.
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Mollie Tibbetts was born May 8, 1998. Family, friends, and the organization Mollie’s Movement are asking 
people to donate $21 toward the restoration of the Brooklyn Opera House or do 21 random acts of kindness.

SEE REZONING, 2

Organization honors memory of Mollie Tibbetts 

With changes to 2020 caucuses and high-turnout expectations, 
the Iowa Democratic Party is looking to start training earlier.

SEE TIBBETTS, 2

IOWA POLITICS

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa Democratic Party Chair Troy Price discusses the Iowa caucuses in an interview with The Daily Iowan 
at Prairie Lights on May 5.

Tibbetts

The world writes to Iowa

SEE MERRILL, 2

For Christopher Merrill, the director of the UI International Writing Program, the Hawkeye State is the 
final stop in a globetrotting career.

Pentacrest Museums tells 
grads not to litter with 
confetti 
As Hawkeyes take their end-of-
the-year photos, the UI Pentacrest 
Museums has a simple message 
for photo-hungry grads: Please 
do not litter. Museum officials are 
offering to Photoshop confetti into 
graduates’ photos for free instead.

UIHC joins lawsuit 
against liver-donation 
policy
A new U.S. Department of Health 
& Human Services policy would 
change how livers are donated to 
recipients in need of transplants, 
but UIHC has joined a lawsuit that 
claims the policy will put lives in 
danger.

Research: Eat breakfast 
for a healthy heart
A UI study has given the saying 
“breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day” a new meaning. 
Researchers found a potential 
connection between skipping 
breakfast and overall heart health. 

Bluder takes home Coach 
of the Year honors
After leading Iowa women’s 
basketball to a historic season 
and an Elite Eight appearance, Lisa 
Bluder earned the DI’s Coach of 
the Year Award. And next season, 
she’ll try to do the same thing she 
did in 2018-19.

Wieskamp wins DI 
Newcomer of the Year
Iowa men’s basketball freshman 
Joe Wieskamp was a walking buck-
et for the Hawkeyes last season. 
He played a key role in Iowa’s run 
to the NCAA Tournament, and he 
will serve as an even bigger key 
in 2019-20.

Go to dailyiowan.com 
for the full story.
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February caucuses, Price said, 
the party is mobilizing early in 
order to accommodate what he 
expects will be a high turnout 
and prevent confusion with 
new elements to Iowa’s caucus-
ing process.

“Our goal is to have everyone 
or as many people as possible 
walking in the doors on caucus 
night, or who participate in the 
virtual caucus, who understand 
what to expect,” Price said.

The changes include: 
• Six virtual caucus sessions 

in the days leading up to Feb. 3. 
• Caucus-goers will fill out a 

first-expression-of preference 
and changes in support will be 
documented

• Locking delegate results 
from caucus night until the na-
tional nominating convention

• Only supporters of candi-

dates that don’t meet the 15 per-
cent threshold can realign with 
another candidate.

While Price said officials 
didn’t yet have specific train-
ings planned since the final del-
egate-selection plan is techni-
cally still undergoing the review 
process, the party is hiring and 
organizing earlier than normal.

The Iowa Democratic Par-
ty hired district organizers in 
March, earlier than in recent 
years, and local Democratic or-
ganizers have picked precinct 
locations and are recruiting 
people to fill the 1,679 caucus 
chairs.

“We have to hire all of them 
between now and Feb. 1,” Price 
said.

He said once organizers are 
trained on the new caucus pro-
cess, party officials also want to 
implement training sessions 
across the state beginning in 
June.

While training locations 
aren’t set in stone, Price said, 

there will likely be trainings in 
areas such as college campuses, 
where first-time voters make up 
a large swath of the population. 
Unlike the nonpresidential-year 
primaries, which are held in 
June in Iowa, college students 
will be on campus for the Feb. 3 
caucuses.

Price said the party was also 
looking at how to send out in-
formation digitally, noting that 
this year is the first in nearly a 
decade the Democratic Party of 
Iowa has had a full-time digital 
director on staff.

Because the changed Dem-
ocratic caucusing rules will be 
new to everyone, Price said, he 
foresees some challenges get-
ting the old guard to be active in 
learning about the new process.

“Leaders within the process 
of people who say, well, we’ve 
been doing this this way since 
1972,” Price said. “And I’ve been 
a caucus chair since 1972. And 
I’m not going to do anything 
different.”

But with the new changes 
and challenges of a close result 
in the 2016 caucuses, Price said, 
many party organizers are pay-
ing attention.

Changes may alleviate 
some disgruntlement 
from 2016

He said in addition to educa-
tion — he believed the change 
of documenting a caucus-goer’s 
first expression of preference 
and preventing caucus-goers 
from realigning if they pledge 
for a candidate that meets the 15 
percent threshold if implement-
ed properly will help assuage 
2016 concerns about fairness in 
the Iowa caucuses.

“We’ve done some things de-
signed to improve — hopefully, 
speed the process along, make 
the registration process easier,” 
Price said.

Inaccuracies combined with 
a surge of first-time caucus-go-
ers in 2016 contributed to what 

the Des Moines Register Editorial 
Board called a “debacle, period.”

When will virtual caucuses 
be set in stone?

Price said the final stamp of 
approval for the new plan could 
come as soon as July, but the 
plan will have to be implement-
ed beginning in early Septem-
ber. At this point in the process, 
changes await approval or revi-
sions from the Democratic Na-
tional Committee.

The State Central Commit-
tee, which is made of party 
members from each congres-
sional district in Iowa and oth-

ers, approved the plan unani-
mously April 6.

After a 30-day comment pe-
riod that began in February, 
Price said, the most discussed 
part of the plan was the allo-
cation of delegates the virtual 
caucus-goers would get. In the 
plan, those who don’t attend in 
person to caucus will account 
for 10 percent of the delegates 
sent to the national convention 
from Iowa.

“Some people thought it [10 
percent] was too high, but some 
people thought it was too low,” 
Price said. “Some people didn’t 
like the virtual caucus, but that 
was a very small minority.”
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UI students study for finals in the Voxman Music Building on Tuesday.

FINALS FEVER
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and received a Chevalier from 
the French government (which 
is similar to an English knight-
hood.)

In April, Merrill was also 
awarded a John Simon Gug-
genheim Fellowship for general 
nonfiction. He was selected as 
one of 168 fellows for 2019 (out of 
more than 3,000 applicants,) and 
will receive 12 months of funding 
to write a book titled The Trials of 
Roger Williams: A Biography. 

The book will cover the life 
of Williams, a 17th-century Pu-
ritan minister who fought for 
religious freedom and the fair 
treatment of Native Americans 
and helped establish the state of 
Rhode Island.

The final stop on this jour-
ney, however, took Merrill to the 
Hawkeye State. Even though 
Iowa City has now cemented it-
self as one of the two UNESCO 
Cities of Literature in the United 
States, the certification was not 
always on the city’s radar.

“Then-Provost Michael Ho-
gan put together a task force on 
‘the writing university,’ which I 
co-chaired,” Merrill said. “In the 
process of collecting the white 

papers for that task force, we 
stumbled upon the then new 
UNESCO Creative Cities Net-
work, and I wrote an email to 
UNESCO in Paris saying, ‘Would 
you entertain the idea of having 
Iowa City in the network?’ and 
they replied in minutes, saying 
‘We’ve been waiting for Iowa 
City to apply.’ ”

Over the next few years, Mer-
rill worked with Hogan to com-
pile an 80-page dossier with 
works that had been completed 
in Iowa City. Finally, in Novem-
ber 2008, Iowa City became the 
first City of Literature in North 
America. (It has since been 
joined by Seattle and Québec 
City.)

“I remember bringing the 
dossier to the City Council and 
thinking about what we all knew 
anecdotally about Iowa City, but 
once we had assembled it in a 
single document, it became clear 
that this really is the writing city 
and writing university,” he said. 
“And that became the basis for a 
lot of the programs that would be 
carried out once we had the des-
ignation.”

The certification also came on 
the heels of the IWP undergoing 
a massive restoration — prior to 
Merrill’s arrival, John Kenyon, 
the executive director of Iowa 
City UNESCO City of Literature, 

said the program was in a state of 
disarray.

“When Chris got here, the 
program was on life-support,” he 
said. “It was not in a good place 
organizationally, and there were 
parts of the university that were 
looking into shutting it down. 
There were administrators who 
saw [Merrill] as someone who 
could come in, and take things 
over, and help to rebuild them.”

The revamping, Kenyon said, 
was fraught with challenges 
and obstacles, but more than a 
decade later, the program has 
worked its way from three offices 
in the English-Philosophy Build-
ing to its current home on North 
Clinton Street, right across from 
the famed Writers’ Workshop 
Dey House.

“My first year we had 13 
writers,” Merrill said. “I had to 
rebuild every possible relation-
ship both on campus and with 
funding sources. In those days, 
our program consisted of a Fall 
Residency — but because of our 
very close relationship with the 
U.S. State Department, we have 
a myriad of programs now.”

The core program, the Fall 
Residency, has seen more than 
1,500 writers from more than 150 
countries since its inception in 
1967, but newer additions, such 
as the Summer Institute, aim to 

bring a different feel to Iowa’s 
international writing commu-
nity — the latter is an intensive 
two-week exchange that brings 
18- to 22-year-olds from India, 
Pakistan, and the United States.

Although Kenyon said Merrill 
was instrumental in “writing 
the history of Iowa City,” Merrill 
said he had a difficult time writ-
ing his own story. When he was 
approached by Trinity University 
Press to contribute to an anthol-
ogy of writers’ lives connecting 
them to specific species of trees, 
he said “without even thinking” 
he jumped at the opportunity to 
write about dogwood trees.

Although the series — which 
planned on marrying personal 
anecdotes with scientific fact 
and folklore surrounding the 
species — was scrapped, Trinity 
told Merrill the staff still wished 
to publish his section in book 
form. This, he said, allowed him 
to deeply explore formative mo-
ments in his life.

“As I started to write, on the 
one hand trying to write as clear-
ly as I could, but on the other 
hand telling interesting and elu-
cidating stories, I began to real-
ize that at so many important 
moments in my life there was a 
dogwood tree around,” he said.

Some stories, such as tending 
the estate and large garden of an 

affluent couple spark fond mem-
ories. Others, like watching a 
close high-school friend struggle 
with mental illness, recount dark-
er moments in the writer’s life.

“Seared into my memory was 
an image of him on a freezing 
winter morning with the win-
dows open saying ‘good morn-
ing trees,’ and they were dog-
woods,” he said. “I found stories 
that fit into that narrative and 
compiled them into what be-
came Dogwood.”

Although Merrill said some-
what facetiously that he didn’t 
plan to write a memoir when 
initially approached by Trinity, 
he said writing about his life 
through the context of the spe-
cies helped him more clearly 
form a cohesive narrative.

To help others from across the 
globe form their own narratives, 
Merrill has begun the process of 
selecting the 2019 IWP residents. 
Despite a politically charged 
landscape that is at “the forefront 
of many of our conversations,” 
Merrill said gathering early to 
mid-career writers from around 
the globe has never been more 
important.

“The thing that we find in this 
program is that there’s often 
more that unites us than divides 
us,” he said. “Israeli and Palestin-
ian writers will never agree on 

political ideology, but they share 
the same general landscape and 
light; we find that having the 
writers in residence for a consid-
erable time, you reveal who you 
are, and that becomes produc-
tive on an intellectual level.”

The tone of those conversa-
tions, he said, can become con-
tentious at times — but when 
gathered under the guise of the 
written word, that contentious-
ness does not come from a po-
sition of hatred or bigotry but of 
curiosity and a “desire to learn.”

“Having different perspec-
tives means that we step outside 
our comfort zones or stereo-
types about different places,” 
he said. “From those conversa-
tions, hopefully new ideas can 
be sparked — it’s the vibrancy of 
those conversations that makes 
it such a magical experience.”

Merrill said the future of the 
IWP is both certain and ambig-
uous; it continues to grow but 
in ways he has not even thought 
of yet.

“The scope of what we do has 
expanded a lot over the past 15 
years, and where that will lead 
is anybody’s guess,” he said. “We 
want to make possible more 
interesting and enduring con-
nections between writers from 
this country and writers from 
abroad.”

MERRILL
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shop in Tibbetts’ hometown of 
Brooklyn, Iowa. Her print shop 
created missing posters during 
the search effort. 

Mollie’s Movement now 
serves to spread awareness 
and help find other missing 
adolescents across the country 
and sponsors the social-media 
hashtag #MilesforMollie. Run-
ners dedicate miles completed 
to Tibbetts, who was a runner. 

Around a month ago, Van-
landschoot reached out to the 
Tibbetts family to speak about 
having a celebration for her 21st 
birthday. She knew about Tib-
betts’ love for the arts, and with 
a view of the Brooklyn Opera 
House restoration right outside 
her window, Vanlandschoot de-
cided it was the perfect way to 
get the community involved in 
keeping Tibbetts’ memory alive. 

Tibbetts’ cousins organized 
an effort in Iowa City. Select 

businesses in eastern Iowa 
with a Mollie’s Movement 
poster up agreed to donate 10 
percent of profits on her birth-
day to the Tibbetts Memorial 
Fund for Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry.

“I feel like it’s necessary to 
remember someone for all they 
are,” Vanlandschoot said. “We 
should remember her faith, 
kindness, and love of the arts. 
This is a great time to honor 
that.”

Brian Manatt, the president 
of Brooklyn Community De-
velopment, oversees the resto-
ration project. He agreed to the 
idea with one condition: It’s a 
celebration of Tibbetts’ life, not a 
fundraiser for the Brooklyn Op-
era House. 

Manatt spoke with the father 
of Tibbetts, Rob Tibbetts, about 
the idea. Manatt was sold on the 
celebration idea after hearing 
Rob Tibbetts speak about his 
wish to ensure his daughter is 
remembered as a positive light 
rather than as a victim. 

“He can say he raised a won-

derful young woman,” Manatt 
said. “We are proud to be part of 
remembering how Mollie was a 
person.”

Restoration for the Brooklyn 
Opera House began in 2014. 
Officials have raised more than 
$2 million and are expected to 
reopen the facility at the end of 
this year. 

Rob Tibbetts remembered his 
daughter in a press release for 
her birthday celebration.

“Mollie was extraordinary 
in so many ways, but her gift 
was her genuine interest in the 
people she met,” Rob Tibbetts 
said. “She saw in us all our best 
qualities and characteristics — 
our most heartfelt desires and 
aspirations and all the things we 
love about the world. Mollie took 
those things and made them her 
own, in her own distinct way. In 
doing so, her life was an evolv-
ing tapestry of the very best of 
us. Mollie was an irresistible 
reflection of everything we love 
in ourselves and why we will all 
love her so dearly for the rest of 
our lives.”

TIBBETTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Councilor Pauline Tay-
lor said in an interview 
with The Daily Iowan that 
when the land was pur-
chased in 2016, relocating 
the Forest View residents 
was not on the table.

“The community and the 
city weren’t really aware of 
any potential of rezoning,” 
Taylor said. “The tenants 
of those mobile homes 
were just told that the land 
was being sold, and they 
would just have to find a 
place to live.”

Instead, the tenants of 
Forest View formed a ten-
ants’ association to nego-
tiate with the developers, 
Taylor said, and officials 
eventually decided to pro-
vide the residents of Forest 
View with manufactured 
housing. 

The official zoning de-

cision was originally pro-
posed at the City Council 
meeting on April 2. Sev-
eral residents of Forest 
View were present to ad-
vocate for the rezoning, 
but residents of the sur-
rounding neighborhoods 
presented objections. 

A major point of conten-
tion for the community 
and the council was a pro-
posed gas station located 
near the interstate that 
would drastically increase 
traffic in the area. Addi-
tionally, the zoning would 
have removed much of the 
trees in the area. 

The developers pre-
sented a new conditional 
zoning plan at Tuesday’s 
meeting that addressed 
the concerns presented at 
previous meetings. 

“It’s our shared goal 
with the residents of For-
est View to commence 
construction as quickly as 
possible,” project devel-
oper Jimmy Becker said at 

the meeting.
The updated plan re-

moves the gas station and 
instead devotes the lot 
to be used as public open 
space for the city. The plan 
also requires that the land-
scaping preserve the trees 
along Dubuque Street and 
add an additional 40-foot 
buffer of trees between 
the street and any build-
ings in the development to 
make up for the trees that 
will be cut down. 

Speaking with the aid 
of a translator, Margarita 
Baltavaz, the president of 
the  Forest View Tenants’ 
Association, urged the 
council to move forward 
with the decision quickly. 

“The only thing that 
we ask is that you please 
move forward with the 
project,” she said. “… be-
cause kids are asking in 
the neighborhood, ‘When 
are we going to have our 
home?’ It’s been three 
years waiting for homes.”

REZONING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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IOWA CITY
DOWNTOWN DISTRICT

Now that spring is finally here,
summer will soon be upon us.
Let us make sure your car is

ready for summer travel.

An enchanting historic district
just steps away from downtown IC.

BY JOSIE FISCHELS
josie-fischels@uiowa.edu

A new policy from the 
U.S. Department of Health 
& Human Services and the 
United Network for Organ 
Sharing would ship liver or-
gan donations from Iowa to 
locations where officials have 
determined they are needed 
most, but the University of 
Iowa Hospitals & Clinics has 
joined a lawsuit that claims 
the policy puts lives at risk.

Currently, donated organs 
in Iowa are typically received 
by patients in the area. How-
ever, if the new policy goes 
into effect on May 14, how 
livers are given to patients in 
need will be redefined.

“The new [policy] would 
give priority to patients who 
are within 150 miles of the do-
nor hospital,” said Suzanne 
Conrad, the CEO of the Iowa 
Donor Network. “If there is 
no one who is more sick, then 
250 [miles], then 500.”

For the UI, issues arise 
when those new radius 
boundaries are expanded to 
patients out of state.

“For instance, in Dav-
enport, the sickest person 
within 150 miles of a donor 
hospital in Davenport would 

probably be in Iowa City,” 
Conrad said. “But if you move 
out to the next concentric cir-
cle at 250, the sickest person 
would probably be listed at a 
transplant center in Chicago. 
Omaha would come up be-
fore Des Moines would.”

According to a statement 
from CEO Brian Shepard on 
the United Network for Or-
gan Sharing website, “The 
new policy improves upon 
the previous system to make 
it fairer by providing more 
equitable access to a trans-
plant for the benefit of all 
patients based on medical 
need.”

Shepard said the prior 
system developed geograph-
ic disparities for patients in 
need. However, Alan Reed, 
the director of the UI Hos-
pitals & Clinics organ-trans-
plant center, believes the sys-
tem change will only increase 
disparity for Iowans.

Iowa ranked ninth in the 
nation for the number of 
designated organ donors in 
2017, according to statista.
com. Other states, such as 
New York, Mississippi, and 
New Jersey, have larger pop-
ulations but a lower percent-
age of registered donors, cre-
ating a high dependency on 

organs from other states.
While Reed said the new 

policy sounds good on the 
surface for efficiently allocat-
ing livers, there isn’t enough 
supply to meet demands un-
der either policy.

“We have a demand that 
exceeds supply everywhere. 
There are always more peo-
ple waiting than we have 
organs available,” Reed said. 
“What is the best way to al-
locate organs in a system 
when you are [already] sup-
ply-constrained? These are 
just symptoms of a bigger 
problem.”

The new boundaries that 
the policy will implement al-
so puts Iowans at a disadvan-

tage based on population, in 
Reed’s view.

“There’s always going to be 
somebody sicker in a bigger 
city than there is out here in 
a rural area,” he said. “Trans-
planting the sickest person 
first doesn’t always make 
the most sense from an out-
comes or value point of view.”

Patients in the area are 
concerned, as well, Reed not-
ed.

“We’ve gotten a lot of calls 
from patients in Iowa who 
are very worried about what 
this might mean,” he said. 
“I’m very concerned that if 
this new policy goes through, 
then patients in rural states 
like ours will really suffer.”

The UI Hospitals & Clinics has joined 
a lawsuit against a policy that changes 
how liver donations are distributed to 
patients in need of transplants.

UIHC joins 
lawsuit against 
new liver-
donation policy

Joseph Cress/The Daily Iowan
The UI Hospitals & Clinics is shown on Nov. 8, 2017. The hospital has joined a lawsuit against a new policy that changes liver donations.
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Everyone says it’s import-
ant to get involved in college. 
Joining organizations and 
clubs helps college students 
feel more connected to their 
schools, build résumés, learn 
important life skills that may 
not be gleaned in lecture halls, 
and potentially meet some of 
their best friends.

The minute I walked on 
campus to begin my fresh-
man year, I knew I had to get 
involved in as many orga-
nizations as I could. I went 
through fall recruitment and 
joined a sorority, which then 
helped me get involved in 
other organizations on cam-
pus such as Dance Marathon, 
UI Wishmakers and even The 
Daily Iowan. A year later, I was 

nominated by members of 
my chapter to become the in-
ternal sisterhood director for 
the spring and fall semester 
of 2019.

In January, I began my 
position as sisterhood di-
rector, which entailed plan-
ning events for my chapter, 
whether that is at our own 
chapter or out in the Iowa 
City community. I’ve hosted 
events such as essential-oil 
DIY parties, yoga classes at 
Hothouse, movie nights and 
senior send-off celebrations 
for our chapter members. I 
was very excited about the 
opportunity, and I knew that 
my previous leadership expe-
riences would help me out.

However, my perspective 
on what it means to be a leader 
among my peers has definite-
ly changed after a semester of 
holding the position.

There are three main com-
ponents that I have learned 
through leadership: commu-
nication, organization, and 
delegation. I’ve learned that 
no matter how many times or 
in how many different ways 
you communicate a message, 
it will not get across to every-
one, and that is OK.

People value transparency 
and sometimes need to be 
told exactly what you expect 

of them. There are people 
who are so on top of sched-
ules that they could tell you 
what’s going on six months 
from now, but there are also 
people who need constant 
reminders and do not keep 
track of their schedules. 
There is a gap in commu-
nication between these two 
types of people that can lead 
to frustration and disorgani-
zation on both ends.

This past semester I have 
worked to bridge that gap 
between types of communi-
cators, and that is one of the 
most valuable things I have 
learned from my position.

It’s important to appreci-
ate the time it takes for every 
aspect of an event to plan and 
to take place; some tasks can 
take months to put together, 
and those should not involve 
procrastination. But some 
are OK to sort out the day of.   
Some of my best work was 
done with hours to spare, and 
if that’s when you work best, 
why avoid it? Procrastination, 
when paired with an orga-
nized plan, can turn out to be 
successful.

One of the strongest quali-
ties a good leader can have is 
the ability to delegate. It’s a 
misconception that as a lead-
er, you must do and be a part 
of every step of a project. Del-
egating tasks to members of a 
committee, in my case, was a 
lifesaver and what made my 
job so worthwhile. I got to 
work with so many different 
talents, and this way, they all 
feel as if they’re contributing 
in a way that is specific to 
their talents.

What I’ve learned through 
mistakes and successes in my 
position has led me to be more 
knowledgeable, not only about 
planning events and about the 
members of my chapter but 
about communicating, orga-
nizing, modeling roles, and 
involving the community.

I feel so grateful to be in a 
position that has encouraged 
me to learn more about my-
self and these skills that I’ve 
had to acquire. I feel so fortu-
nate to have had this position 
so far, and it has made me 
reflect on the kind of leader I 
hope to be in my future career. 
Having a leadership position 
in college is vital to be able 
to discover how you commu-
nicate with others and what 
skills you have and lack before 
you go off into the real world.
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‘There are three main components that I have 
learned through leadership: communication, 

organization, and delegation.’

CAELY TIETZ
caely-tietz@uiowa.edu

If you thought Beto O’Rourke 
is an under-qualified candidate, 
get a load of these guys.

Yeah, there might be a lot 
of no-name white dudes run-
ning for the Democratic pres-
idential nomination, but that 
doesn’t mean they should be 
entirely ignored, at least for 
right now.

In this edition of 20 Out 
of 20, we’re looking at three 
longshot candidates: Reps. 
Tim Ryan, Eric Swalwell and 
Seth Moulton of Ohio, Cali-
fornia, and Massachusetts, 
respectively — and their 
pitches for why they should 
be their party’s choice to take 
back the White House from 
President Trump.

Tim Ryan
Of these three, Ryan prob-

ably has the best shot of 
making some noise. Among 
political junkies, he has a 
reputation of being some-
what of a disrupter, albeit 
not a very successful one. In 
2016, he challenged then-Mi-
nority Leader Nancy Pelosi 
for her spot atop the House 
Democratic leadership, but 
received less than one-third 
of the party’s vote.

His challenge to Pelosi seems 
to be in the same vein as his 
presidential campaign; the 
Democrats need to stay in the 
middle to appeal to purple 
constituencies similar to his 
northeastern Ohio district. The 
nine-term congressman comes 
in with a long record of moder-
ation on most issues, including 
abortion and trade.

But if the centrist lane 
turns out to be the winning 
one in this nomination race, 
it isn’t going to be because 
of primary voters’ sudden in-
fatuation with Ryan (though 
he gives a fiery anti-Trump 
speech). Former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Minneso-
ta Sen. Amy Klobuchar seem 
to have much more potential 
to lead the moderate flank of 
the party, even if he picks up 
some percentage points in 
the polls. It’s hard to see him 
gaining enough momentum 
to carry him to the top of the 
ticket.

Eric Swalwell
The young Californian was 

actually born in our great state 
of Iowa, and the Sac City na-
tive is leaning heavily on his 
connection to the Hawkeye 
State for his prospective suc-
cess in the first-in-the-nation 
caucuses.

But unlike Ryan, Swalwell 
doesn’t have much of record 

outside of a vague narrative 
about his background. First 
elected to Congress in 2013, 
he has done some work on the 
House Intelligence and Judi-
ciary Committees, but that 
doesn’t seem to be the center-
piece of his campaign.

As The Daily Iowan covered 
in April, the issue Swalwell 
latches on to is gun control. “As 
a prosecutor, I saw what hap-
pens when the most dangerous 
weapons ended up in the hands 
of the most dangerous people,” 
he said. “I will be a president 
who makes ending gun vio-
lence a priority.” It’s conceiv-
able that one or more major 
mass shootings could propel 
him up the polls a little, but 
it’s much more likely firearm 
reform will just become re-em-
phasized on the Democratic 
platform rather than elevate a 
virtually unknown candidate.

Seth Moulton
Moulton has even less po-

litical experience than Swal-

well, but in his defense, he 
was busy fighting in the Iraq 
War. As a captain in the Ma-
rines, Moulton has received 
two Bronze Stars with valor. 
He joined the Corps shortly 
after the 9/11 attacks and be-
gan serving overseas shortly 
thereafter.

While his heroism may have 
been enough to win him three 
terms in Congress, he doesn’t 
offer much else as a presiden-
tial candidate. He’s pretty bor-
ing on policy, neither left nor 
center. He has a pretty bipar-
tisan voting record, however, 
so he might be similar to Ryan 
with attempts to win over the 
center.

But he’s no Eisenhower. 
Moulton won’t be able to 
spin enough of a war-hero 
story to get much of anyone 
to support him, especially 
with South Bend, Indiana, 
Mayor Pete Buttigieg already 
claiming the label of the mil-
lennial veteran. As with Ry-
an and Swalwell, he’ll prob-
ably drop out after Iowa.

20 0UT 0F 20

Ryan and Swalwell and Moulton, oh my
These three basically unknown congressmen are also in the race (for some reason).

ELIJAH HELTON
elijah-helton@uiowa.edu

BY SUCHAETA HEGDE
suchaeta-hedge@uiowa.edu

I have lived in Iowa for my 
entire life. Besides a childhood 
spent traveling, I have grown 
accustomed to joking about 
being surrounded by corn and 
making sure to smile at every 
person I pass on the street. 
Even while I dreamed of the 
grass on the other side — in my 
case, the skyscraping big cities 
on either coast of the U.S. — 
the Midwest managed to dig 
its way into my heart at some 
point in the last few years. Re-
flecting upon Iowa as I prepare 
to leave for a coast in the fall, 
I find it strange that I never 
stopped to reflect how lucky I 
was to call it my home. 

In 2018, U.S. News ranked 
Iowa the best place to live. 
The ranking was based on nu-
merous internal and external 
factors; somewhere between 
exemplary infrastructure and 
over-satisfactory health care, 
Iowa became the ideal place 
to settle down. Some of Iowa’s 

highest rankings were in edu-
cation and opportunity. Coin-
cidentally, the University of Io-
wa is one of the best examples 
of the superior education and 
opportunities that those in Io-
wa are privy to.

Spring is my favorite time 
to be a Hawkeye, because it 
is when the charisma of the 
university is best showcased. 
Without the distraction of 
wind chills below zero, every-
one can truly appreciate every-
thing the UI campus has to of-
fer. For example, one can note 
that the thriving local business-
es (not actually on campus) 
contain the same uplifting en-
ergy as the opportunistic stu-
dents walking past them.

Or perhaps, the fact that the 
UI isn’t known for just one thing. 
There are many award-winning 
attributes to this quirky campus, 
from student writers and ath-
letes to globally recognized grad-
uate programs and a top-notch 

hospital. Similarly, the students 
you meet on campus dabble in a 
variety of activities and academ-
ic focuses; to be well-rounded is 
less a personality and more a life-
style at Iowa. 

Yes, the university has room 
to change. The #DoesUIow-
aLoveMe movement that arose 
earlier this year displays just 
how much Iowa needs to grow 
to meet the basic needs of its 
people of color. However, it 
is the bravery of the students 

who stepped up to appeal for 
change that displayed to me 
that the driving force of the 
university are those in it who 
demand what they deserve.

Looking back, Iowa was my 
home through my struggles 
and triumphs. Both the uni-
versity and the state is where I 
have met some of the most in-
spiring mentors and compas-
sionate friends. Growing up in 
the Midwest, it is easy to take 
the small things for granted 
and get lost in dreams of “big-
ger places.” However, the thing 
I never took time to consider is 
that Iowa provided me with the 
steppingstones to reach a point 
where I knew I could face the 
world outside of it.

Of course, I have acknowl-
edged that many new oppor-
tunities wait for me outside of 
Iowa: new school, new people, 
new job. However, regard-
less of the wealth of colorful 
experiences that await me, I 
will make sure to remember 
that there is no richer shade 
of yellow than Hawkeye Gold.

Saying goodbye to the Hawkeye 
State is harder than I first thought
I have never appreciated Iowa more now that I know I’m going to be leaving soon.

‘Even while I dreamed of the grass on the 
other side — in my case, the skyscraping big 
cities on either coast of the U.S. — the Midwest 
managed to dig its way into my heart at some 

point in the last few years.’

Alyson Kuennen/The Daily Iowan
Rep. Eric Swalwell, D-Calif., speaks at a house party in North Liberty on April 28. 
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BY JOSIE FISCHELS
josie-fischels@uiowa.edu

Thanks to a four-year, 
$1.52 million grant from the 
U.S. Defense Department, 
University of Iowa scientists 
will be able to conduct re-
search based on their predic-
tion that anti-CD24 antibod-
ies could eliminate multiple 
myeloma tumor-initiating 
cells, which would potential-
ly result in a cure or delayed 
mortality.

Multiple myeloma, a B-cell 
blood cancer caused by plasma 
cells that become cancerous 
and grow out of control, is rare 
but fatal and without a cure, 
said Fenghuang Zhan, a UI 
professor of hematology and 
oncology.

However, Zhan and his re-
search partner, Gail Bishop, 
a professor of microbiology, 
believe that anti-CD24 anti-
bodies could be the answer to 
decreasing the rapid spread of 
the cancer. Their research is 
the first to predict that CD24, 
a molecular protein, may be a 
factor of myeloma cancer cells.

Although there is still plenty 
of paperwork to be filled out 
before the Defense Depart-
ment officially releases funds, 

Zhan and his research team 
are excited to begin develop-
ing a new treatment.

“Once we provide all the in-
formation, we can get started 
on Aug. 1,” he said.

For Bishop, the grant is 
important because there has 
been no increase in funding 
from the National Institutes of 
Health and the National Can-
cer Institute, despite a surge 
of interest in the study of im-
mune-cell-based therapies and 
the immune system’s interac-
tion with cancer.

“In fact, President Trump 
has proposed massively slash-
ing the NIH budget overall for 
the past two years,” Bishop 
said. “It is increasingly difficult 
for any individual researcher 
or research project to be fund-
ed by the NCI.”

The Defense Department 
recently announced its in-
terest in focusing in on very 
specific types of research, she 
said.

“In the past year, they an-
nounced that they were inter-
ested in B-cell cancers, which 
are the most common blood-
cell cancers in people,” she 
said.

Bishop believes the increase 
in B-cell cancers has increased 

the most in veterans, probably 
because of chemical exposure 
during their time in service. 
Finding a reliable treatment 
for the increase in patients 
with myeloma is the top pri-

ority.
“Our discovery may have a 

bigger [impact] in the cancer 
society,” Zhan said.

UI assistant research sci-
entist Ivana Frech, the man-

ager of Zhan’s lab, will work 
alongside Zhan and Bishop in 
the next step of the research 
process, where the team will 
test anti-CD24 antibodies in 
mouse models.

“We will inject tumor cells 
and treat it with the antibody 
to make sure that the tumor 
does not progress,” Frech said. 
“We can see over time if we can 
increase the survival rate.”

With the assistance of a grant from the U.S. Defense Department, UI researchers will begin working to find a treatment for 
multiple myeloma.

Grant funds UI research on myeloma

Katie Goodale/The Daily Iowan
The UI Hospitals & Clinics is shown on Sept 17, 2018.

BY KELSEY HARRELL
kelsey-harrell@uiowa.edu

The saying “breakfast is 
the most important meal of 
the day” has been given a new 
meaning after researchers in 
the University of Iowa College 
of Public Health found a con-
nection between not eating 
breakfast and cardiovascu-
lar-health issues.

The study looked at data 
collected by the Centers for 
Disease Control & Prevention 
in a cross-sectional health 
survey on adults in the U.S., 
said Wei Bao, a UI assistant 
professor of epidemiology.

“Previous studies focused 
on what we eat and what are 
the contents of everyday eat-
ing, but there are not many 
guidelines to tell you when 
to eat,” Bao said. “We noticed 
that skipping breakfast is a 
common practice between 
some people, so we are very 
curious about how such a 
common eating habit will be 
related to long-term health 
outcomes.”

They found through the 
data that not eating break-
fast was associated with a 
high risk of death because of 

cardiovascular disease after 
eliminating all other factors, 
Bao said.

The researchers say people 
who skipped breakfast every 
day had an 87 percent higher 
risk for developing cardiovas-
cular disease compared with 
people who ate breakfast on a 
regular basis.

The study was observa-

tional, but Bao hopes in the 
future to conduct a study to 
determine whether not eating 
breakfast is actually causal in 
the risk of cardiovascular dis-
ease or if it is just an indica-
tor, he said.

Prior studies have indicat-
ed that skipping meals is also 
associated with a higher risk 
of diabetes, hypertension, 

dyslipidemia (an abnormal 
amount of lipids), and car-
diovascular disease, postdoc 
research scholar Buyun Liu, 
a co-author of the study, said 
in an email to The Daily Iowan.

“It is well-known that CVD 
is a serious health issue. It is 
the leading cause of death in 
the United States. However, 
the prevention of CVD re-

mains a challenge,” Liu said. 
“Although healthy eating has 
long been considered a major 
player in CVD, studies about 
the health effects of eating 
behaviors, including eating 
breakfast, are limited.”

Compared with other risk 
factors of cardiovascular dis-
ease, eating breakfast is eas-
ier to implement, Liu said. 
Increasing awareness of the 
importance of eating breakfast 
will consist of using the studies 
conducted as a foundation to 
remind people, Liu said.

The study is one of the first 
times eating breakfast has been 
looked at in comparison to car-
diovascular health, said Linda 
Snetselaar, a co-author of the 
study and professor and chair 
of preventive nutrition educa-
tion.

People sometimes don’t eat 
breakfast because they don’t 
have or don’t like traditional 
breakfast food, Snetselaar said. 
It can be difficult to make time 
to eat the meal when rushing in 
the morning, she said.

If regular eating habits are 
established early in life, Snet-
selaar said, cardiovascular dis-
ease can be prevented. There 
are some studies that have 

suggested eating breakfast is 
not important; however, other 
studies have emphasized the 
importance of eating breakfast 
in childhood development, she 
said.

“What happens in child-
hood can then influence what 
happens in adulthood, and so 
a finding like this tells us there 
may be some merit in looking 
at what we’re doing in child-
hood relative to that first meal,” 
Snetselaar said.

Researchers in the College of Public Health have found that not eating breakfast is associated with a higher risk of 
cardiovascular disease.

UI scientists find dangers in not eating breakfast

Photo Illustration by Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
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WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
DITV Crossover  8:45-9am
Makran Time  11am-12pm

We Still Here Radio  2-3pm
Joke Local  5-6pm

Descent Into Radness  7-8pm
Amalgamorium Emporium  9:30-10:30pm

Single Synopsis  11pm-12am
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Call Letters: KRUI  |  Frequency: 89.7MHz
Hours of Operations: 24 Hours a day

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 5

• Donate Don’t Dump, all day, UI Housing & Dining

• Spotlight: Veterans Rural Health Resource
   Center, 12:30 p.m., C217 Public Health Building

• Wild Prairie Winds, 5:30 p.m.,
    Voxman Recital Hall

• Iowa Bibliophiles, “Walt Whitman: A
   Bicentennial Celebration,” Stephanie Blalock
   and Brandon James O'Neil,
   6:30 p.m., Main Library Gallery

• Spring Mozart and Things, 7:30 p.m., 
    Voxman Stark Opera Studio

• Hui-Hsuan Su Cello Recital, 7:30 p.m.,
   Voxman Recital Hall

WHAT’S HAPPENING
• • • • • TODAY • • • • •

SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your special event appear here? 

Email dicalendar@uiowa.edu with details.

  Across
 1 Goof
 4 Mexican resort area, for short
 8 Car body option
13 Bets everything one’s got
16 Bond wore a white one in “Goldfinger”
17 Commercial holiday mailing
18 Strands at a ski lodge, say
19 *Louis Pasteur, 1885
21 Losing poker player’s declaration
24 U2 can call it home
25 *Roald Amundsen, 1906
33 Street cleaning day event
34 “Stat!”
35 Where Apia is found
36 Queens’s Arthur ___ Stadium
38 *William Herschel, 1781
42 Half of square dance participants, typically
43 One-named Latin singer
45 “I’ll do that job”
47 Letter above a sleeping toon
48 *Howard Carter, 1922
53 Heart and ___
54 Ver-r-ry small
55 Google returns … or the answers
 to the four starred clues
62 Partner of part
63 Enhances, as an original recording
67 Old British biplanes with an apt name
68 Home of the Titans
69 Pick on
70 Unwanted blanket
71 Chicken ___

  Down
  1 Goose ___
 2 Reine’s husband
 3 One issuing red cards, for short
 4 The “C” of F.C. Barcelona
 5 Others, in a Latin list
 6 Wait
 7 Length of a quick tennis match
 8 Favorable outcome
 9 Prez or veep
10 Lucy’s man
11 Deuce follower
12 Abstainer’s portion
14 Peacock’s walk
15 Annual mystery writer’s award
16 Pageant topper
20 ___ access
21 Still in one piece
22 Kind of pork on a Chinese menu
23 “… am I right?!”
26 Sch. system with campuses in
 Pullman and Spokane
27 Big part of an elephant
28 Aromatherapy spot
29 Droop
30 Seattle-based retail giant
31 Magic creatures of Jewish lore
32 Pass slowly and carefully
37 Time to remember
39 Bit of Oscar recognition, informally
40 French article
41 Something to confess at a confessional
44 Where’s it’s happening
46 Kind of fly
49 Competitor of Target
50 “Ben-___”
51 Bells and whistles, maybe
52 Exams
55 Dust-up
56 Overhang
57 Verdi’s “La �donna è mobile,” for one
58 Some HDTVs
59 Appear
60 “Let me think … huh-uh”
61 Helmut of fashion
64 Topic in parapsychology, for short
65 Vintage car inits.
66 Possible reason for an R rating

New Donors
EARN $330 for 5 donations!

gers in the Big Ten Tourna-
ment. “They don’t want to let 
each other down, and that’s 
the best motivation that you 
can have. That’s why we were 
hard in practice every single 
day, because they don’t want to 
let each other down, and that’s 
what’s made them a really, re-
ally good basketball team.”

None of it really means any-
thing without a positive culture 
as a foundation. Bluder has 
reiterated time and again that 

the special nature of the bonds 
among the Hawkeyes drove 
them through the Big Ten cham-
pionship and the Elite Eight.

After the season, the acco-
lades came in droves. Bluder 
took Iowa’s first Naismith 
Coach of the Year Trophy 
since C. Vivian Stringer in 
1993, while being part of the 
10th coach-player tandem to 
sweep the Naismith awards 
with Megan Gustafson. It was 
the team’s first Big Ten Cham-
pionship title since 2001, and 
the NCAA Tournament run 
marked its deepest since 1993.

But it feels as if there is un-
finished business for Bluder. 
Surely, promising a conference 

championship and a national 
quarterfinals appearance at 
the beginning of the season 
would spark much excitement. 
But after the loss to No. 1 Bay-
lor on April 1 to end the season, 
a residual feeling of desire re-
mained in the program.

Bluder has much more she 
wants to accomplish. She is in 
elite company, as one of only 10 
active Division-1 head coaches 
with more than 700 wins. But 
this year’s excellent season drove 
many top players to commit to 
Iowa. She has proved everything 
this season yet still stretches her 
program to be elite, making her 
the best candidate for the DI’s 
Coach of the Year.

Fellow Hawkeye Isaiah 
Moss put it simply after the 
game: “Supreme confidence. 
That’s something Wieskamp’s 
had all year.”

Wieskamp sure didn’t look 
like a freshman when he nearly 
led Iowa in scoring against a 
Cincinnati defense that held 
teams to just 62.2 points per 
game on 40.6 percent shooting 
during the regular season.

“Composure, poise — those 
are the things you have to have 
in the NCAA Tournament,” 
Wieskamp said after the game. 
“You can’t get tentative, you 
can’t get nervous out there.”

And for that reason, Wi-
eskamp earned The Daily Iowan 
Newcomer of the Year Award.

Plenty of hype surrounded 
the four-star prospect from 
Muscatine before he set foot 
on campus for his first offi-

cial practice, and he lived up 
to the cheers.

Wieskamp played and start-
ed in all 35 games this season, 
one of just three Hawkeyes to 
do so. In the process, he aver-
aged 11.1 points, 4.9 rebounds, 
and 1.1 assists per game with 
48.8 percent shooting.

He made his mark from be-
yond the 3-point line, too. The 
freshman made 42.4 percent of 
his attempts from downtown, 
which ranks as the best mark 
among Hawkeyes who played 
more than 20 minutes in the 
entire season and second in 
the Big Ten behind Michigan’s 
Isaiah Livers.

When Iowa hosted Illinois on 
Jan. 20, Wieskamp’s smooth stroke 
was on display for all to see. Mak-
ing all six (yes, six) of his 3-point 
attempts en route to a 24-point 
outing, he earned Big Ten Fresh-
man of the Week honors.

Wieskamp’s game is (and 
was, that day) so tantaliz-
ing that Illini head coach 
Brad Underwood needed to 
take a look during pregame 

shoot-around.
“He’s an elite, elite shooter,” 

Underwood said. “I went out 
just to watch him shoot warm-
ups. I never go out to watch 
pregame warm-ups. His balls 
don’t hit the rim … I just heard 
he’s a terrific shooter, and I’m 
fascinated with guys who can 
make baskets. I sat out there 
and watched him at the free-
throw line hit jump shots. He 
hit 19 in a row, and I don’t think 
any of them hit the rim. Then I 
said, ‘I’m going to make my-
self sick,’ because he’s on the 
opposing team, and I went to 
the locker room … Wieskamp, 
that kid is going to make a lot 
of money some day.”

After his first campaign in 
the Black and Gold came to 
a conclusion in the second 
round of the NCAA Tourna-
ment, Wieskamp was named 
an All-Big Ten Freshman Team 
honoree, and he also earned 
the Hawkeye program award 
for Newcomer of the Year — 
great minds award alike, it 
appears.

State last year when we were in 
the 12 spot, so we are motivat-
ed to try to do that again.”

Learning from mistakes

Last season’s upset victory 
isn’t the only thing that is feed-
ing Iowa’s confidence as it pre-
pares for Thursday’s game.

Being able to learn from its 
mistakes last time out against 
Wisconsin, along with a new 
and improved lineup, is also 
something to draw confidence 
from.

“We’ve been looking at the 
old film from that series,” head 
coach Renee Gillispie said. “I 
thought we weren’t playing 
our best game during that 
time. We have a very different 
lineup right now than we did 

when we first played Wiscon-
sin.”

Because of the short season 
for Big Ten softball, Iowa could 
have drawn a team it hadn’t 
seen yet this year. Instead, the 
Hawkeyes got a team it had 
faced. That’s an opportunity 
Gillispie and her team relish.

“I like the idea of going 
against someone who we’ve 
already played,” she said. “We 
have a little bit of an idea of 
what we’re going against. 
It’s tough to win four games 
against any team, so that may 
help us.”

Patience is key

The Badgers’ pitching staff 
is anchored by two who tossed 
the ball in 264 of the 321.2 total 
innings for Wisconsin.

Those pitchers are Haley 
Hesteki and Kaitlyn Menz. 
Menz has an ERA of 2.04 and 
a 17-7 record, and Hesekin 
has tossed a 2.36 ERA with a 

17-4 mark.
Both went up against Iowa 

last time the teams played, 
and both had great outings. 
Hesekin totaled 10 innings 
in the series, giving up 6 
hits and no earned runs, and 
Hestekin went nine innings, 
allowing 8 hits and 3 earned 
runs while striking out 13.

“They’ve got two great 
pitchers who we went up 
against last time,” Gillispie 
said. “They’re smart and 
very, very tough athletes. We 
know we know we have to be 
smart around her. We can’t 
let them beat us.”

In order to avoid once 
again being vexed by either 
pitcher, Iowa will have to 
wait for a chance at the plate.

“Being patient at the plate 
[is key],” Gillispie said. “Both 
pitchers are very good at 
throwing change ups. We 
were just a little overly ag-
gressive last time [we faced 
them].”

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa head coach Lisa Bluder watches a play during the NCAA Sweet 16 game against NC State in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, on March 30. 

WIESKAMP
CONTINUED FROM 8

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

BLUDER
CONTINUED FROM 8

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Lea Thompson listens to head coach Renee Gillispie after striking out at Pearl Field on March 29.
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The fact that Naomi Viss-
er is a freshman on the Iowa 
rowing team competing in 
one of the Varsity 1 boats is 
unique. That she is more than 
4,000 miles from home, how-
ever, is not.

Visser and junior Eve 
Stewart are both from Am-
sterdam, and they both have 
helped the 1V8 boat to a suc-
cessful regular season. The 
two Hawkeyes didn’t row for 
the same club back home, but 
different clubs in Nether-
lands often practice together.

And when it came to decid-
ing where Visser would go to 
college, Stewart helped her 
get connected with Iowa.

“Well, the coaches came 
to Amsterdam a lot to re-
cruit people, and they came 
to practice, and that’s when 
I started talking to them,” 
Visser said. “I knew Eve very 
well, and she made me get in 
contact, and that’s how we 
started Skyping. I liked these 
coaches the most so that’s 
why I chose Iowa.”

Visser’s favorite thing 
about Iowa in her first year as 
a Hawkeye has been the cam-
pus, while her least favorite 
was the frigid Iowa winter.

“The weather is definitely 

my least favorite,” she said. 
“I didn’t know when I signed 
that the winter could be that 
bad. I think my favorite, I 
really how like the campus is 
because it is really different 
from the campuses at home. 
I like how everything is really 
close and the dorm life.”

Visser started rowing 
when she was 15. Rowing in 
the 8 boat has been an ad-
justment for her, because she 
used to compete in singles 
or quads in the Netherlands. 
The returning talent in the 
1V8 has pushed her to per-
form at a high level.

 “It’s really different, be-
cause I used to row in quads 
or singles at home, so it was 
kind of hard at the beginning 
to keep up with them,” Visser 
said. “I felt like I needed to 
work really hard to keep up 
with them, but it was good 
motivation. I saw the Varsity 
first 8, and I knew I wanted to 
be in there.”

Hawkeye Paige Schlap-
kohl, a senior in the 1V8 boat, 
believes Visser has been a 
great addition to the squad.

“I think she brought a fun 
new personality,” Schlapkohl 
said. “Our boat talks all the 
time even when we’re not at 
practice. We’re constantly 
texting, and so I think Naomi 
brought a fun new group at-

mosphere to it.”
Schlapkohl has decided it is 

her turn to leave the country 
that she was born in to attend 
school and row; she plans to 
attend Oxford Brookes Uni-
versity in England for grad-
uate school and will continue 

rowing next year.
Visser and Schlapkohl are 

now focused on their first 
and last postseasons. Iowa 
will travel to Devils Lake, 
Wisconsin, for the Big Ten 
Championships on May 19.

For the tournament, the 

Hawkeyes have focused on 
improving technique and 
rowing together while get-
ting that little bit of extra 
needed speed.

Every year that Schlapkohl 
has rowed, the team has im-
proved at the Big Tens, and 

she hopes to continue that 
and leave Wisconsin with a 
1V8 victory.

“Every year, we’ve im-
proved by one, so that would 
be my goal,” she said. “But re-
ally, I think our boat goal is to 
win Big Tens this year.”

With Dutch connection, rowing faces Big Tens 
The Hawkeye rowing team now commands a pair of rowers from Amsterdam in its dominant 1V8 boat.

Michael Guhin/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa varsity 8 crew looks to their supporters on the shore as they row back to the dock at the end of the first session of a women’s rowing meet 
on Lake MacBride on April 13.



Iowa basketball misses out 
on three transfers

In the last few weeks, the Hawkeye 
basketball program found itself in 
the running for some high-quality 
transfers. Marquette’s Sam and Joey 
Hauser were looking for new homes, 
as was Notre Dame’s D.J. Harvey. 

With three players leaving the 
program, a move 
would have helped 
ease the pain. But 
it didn’t happen.

Harvey 
announced he will 
take his talents to 
Jerry Stackhouse’s 
Vanderbilt team, 
and the Hauser 
brothers have 

narrowed their options to Virginia, 
Michigan State, and Wisconsin, 
according to Stadium’s Jeff Goodman. 

Harvey started 29 games for the 
Fighting Irish last season, averaging 
10.7 points per game to go along with 
4.2 rebounds and 0.7 assists.

After losing starting shooting 
guard Isaiah Moss to transfer, Harvey 
would’ve been a welcome addition for 
the Hawkeyes.

Sam Hauser ranked second on the 
Golden Eagles in 
scoring, dropping 
14.9 points per 
game, only trailing 
one of the best 
scorers in the 
country in Markus 
Howard. He also 
led Marquette with 
7.2 rebounds a 
game.

Joey Hauser 
finished third in 
scoring with 9.7 
points per game, 
along with 5.4 
rebounds, and 2.4 
assists. 

The Hauser 
brothers could 
have helped Fran 

McCaffery’s squad after it lost Tyler 
Cook to the NBA Draft, but the head 
Hawkeye will instead have to find 
someone else to fill the void.

BY PETE MILLS
peter-mills@uiowa.edu

In the weeks leading up to this year’s Big Ten Tour-
nament, Iowa women’s basketball head coach Lisa 
Bluder had her team practice taking down the nets to 
gain the full feeling of being a championship basketball 
team.

“I just wanted to give them the experience of what it 
feels like to be a champion and put that visual in their 
minds,” Bluder said on March 6. “It’s something I’ve 
done in the past, and I just felt like this team is a team 
that has the potential to cut down a net … They need to 
know how to do it and how good it feels.”

This is one example of what it takes to be a good 
coach at the college level. Readying players for 
high-pressure situations ensures success on one of 
women’s basketball’s biggest stages.

A great coach, though, stretches beyond that. On 
March 10, Iowa cut down the nets — for real this time 
— after taking down No. 8 Maryland in the Big Ten 
Tournament title game. Bluder did her job and put the 
team in the championship mindset, but landing the 
plane was a different beast altogether.

That was not the result of a few practice sessions 
of postgame celebrations, it took years of hard-fought 
recruiting and painstaking planning.

Underlying all of this was a great culture. Hawkeye 
fans understood that it was special in a variety of ways 
to watch the cast of players match the program’s re-
cord in wins in a single season.

“They want to play — this team cares about each 
other so much,” Bluder said after the team beat Rut-

“I like the idea 
of going against 
someone who we’ve 
already played.

— Iowa softball 
head coach 
Renee Gillispie on 
facing Wisconsin 
Thursday
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Iowa men’s basketball 
has three open 
scholarships.
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3
open scholarships for men’s hoops

CBS Sports puts Epe-
nesa, Wirfs in top 10 of 
mock draft

A.J. Epenesa and Tristan 
Wirfs will have bright futures 
next year, according to CBS 
Sports. It put both Hawkeyes 
in the top 10 of its 2020 mock 

draft, with Wirfs 
going to the 
Jacksonville 
Jaguars at No. 
6 and Epenesa 
getting picked 
up at No. 7 by 
the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers.

Wirfs was 
ranked as CBS Sports’ eighth-
best offensive lineman.

“Wirfs would need a big 
season to ultimately land in 
the top 10, but a handful of 
players fly up draft boards 
every year,” CBS Sports’ Chris 
Trapasso wrote. “Wirfs was 
an overpowering blocker as a 
sophomore in 2018.”

Epenesa tied for first in the 
Big Ten with 11 sacks in 2018. 

He also racked 
up 37 tackles 
and forced four 
fumbles.

“Another 
power player 
from Iowa, 
Epenesa often 
overshadowed 
Anthony Nelson 

last season on the edge,” 
Trapasso wrote. “While not a 
speed-predicated defensive 
lineman, Epenesa moves well 
for his listed weight of 280 
pounds at 6-foot-6.”

BY ADAM HENSLEY
adam-hensley@uiowa.edu

In Iowa men’s basketball’s first game of the 
NCAA Tournament — a battle with Cincinnati in 
Columbus, Ohio — Joe Wieskamp scored 19 points, 
making six of his eight shots.

The Hawkeyes battled back in that game, and 
Wieskamp led the charge. With Iowa down by 5 

points, Wieskamp drained a pair of free throws, 
and then he canned a 3-pointer moments later to 
tie the game.

In the closing minutes, he added another triple 
— this one to boost Iowa’s lead to 6 — and just like 
that, Wieskamp had his handprints all over his first 
NCAA Tournament game.

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa head coach Lisa Bluder shouts during the Big Ten Tournament game against Rutgers in Indianapolis on March 9. 

The Bluder Brand

Shivansh Ahuja/The Daily Iowan
Iowa guard Joe Wieskamp gets set to pass against Ohio State at Carver-Hawkeye on Jan. 12.

Wieskamp earns 
Newcomer of the Year

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

A late-season surge pushed the Iowa softball 
team into the last spot in the Big Ten Tourna-
ment.

The Hawkeyes will play Wisconsin on Thurs-
day at 10 a.m. in Bloomington, Indiana, in the 
first round. A few Hawkeyes spoke to the media 
Tuesday about the game.

Iowa embraces underdog role

Being a No. 12 seed in the Big Ten Tournament 
generally means playing the role of underdog.

That is especially true for the Hawkeyes in this 
tournament, because the Badgers have played 

them three times. In that three-
game series, Iowa was outscored 
21-3.

However, if Wisconsin ex-
pects a team that is emotionally 
sour about having a chance, they 
would be a mistaken batch of 
Badgers.

Many Hawkeyes were a part of 
last year’s Iowa squad that won 

its first game in the Big Ten Tournament as the 
No. 12 seed.

“It proves the postseason is open for anyone,” 
pitcher Allison Doocy said about last season’s up-
set. “We are excited to play again. We beat Ohio 

SEE SOFTBALL, 6

Softball 
gets second 
chance

SEE WIESKAMP, 6

Iowa softball eyes its 
upcoming matchup against 
Wisconsin in the Big Ten 
Tournament.

Joe Wieskamp was a walking bucket this season, and the DI took note.

Doocy

Joey Hauser

SEE BLUDER, 6

Lisa Bluder earned The Daily Iowan Coach of the Year award for the second time in as many seasons.

Daily Iowan Sports Awards Newcomer of the Year: Joe Wieskamp

Daily Iowan Sports Awards Coach of the Year: Lisa Bluder

Lisa Bluder’s 2018-19 
Accomplishments

- 29-7 regular season record

- 14-4 conference record

- 9-3 record vs. top-25 teams

- Trip to the Elite Eight

- Naismith Coach of the Year

Harvey

Sam Hauser

Wirfs

Epenesa
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