
BY MEGAN CONROY
megan-conroy@uiowa.edu

During a high-school hockey game, Shane Cas-
sidy’s eyes opened to fluorescent rink lights shin-
ing brighter than the sun and a blur of coaches 
standing over his head. Moments earlier, in goal, 
Cassidy had been charged by an opposing player 
at a speed fast enough to not only take him off his 
feet but smash the back of his head against the 
crossbar of the goal on the way down. He could not 
remember the play that had just occurred in front 
of him.

This was not his first concussion, but when he 
woke up, he knew his next few weeks would be full 
of doctors’ visits, lying in a dark room, and no elec-
tronics. After regaining his composure, Cassidy 
was taken to be medically evaluated.  Now, three 
years after the incident, Cassidy feels well-versed 
on the subject of concussions. The benefit, he said, 
is that he can notice possible concussions in his 
teammates on the bench after they have been hit 
on the ice.

“If they aren’t acting right, if they’re very out of 
it, and they’ve just been hit, it’s easy to spot,” he 
said. 

Now 18 years old and a freshman at the Uni-
versity of Iowa, Cassidy plays for the Division 2 
hockey club. The team, comprising 26 members, 
practices two times a week during the year and 

BY KATIE ANN MCCARVER
katie-mccarver@uiowa.edu

It’s that time of the year when students repeatedly 
receive emails reminding them to fill out their ACE 
Course Evaluations, which allow them the opportunity 
to respond to the professors, TAs, and other instruc-
tors they’ve spent time with during the last semester.

Kenneth Brown, the co-chair of a University of Iowa 
special task force created to assess the Assessments of 

Classroom Environments Course Eval-
uations, said the goal of his committee 
is to improve examination of faculty to 
facilitate the improvement of teaching.

“One of the primary motivations that 
students have for filling out course 
evaluations is just that the teacher gets 
better,” Brown said. “To tell people that 

it’s used to hire and fire instructors seems secondary.”
While student feedback could certainly lead to a 

new hiring or the firing of a faculty member, Brown 
said, it is more helpful for faculty members to under-
stand the effect of how they teach or for a department 
head to move teachers in and out of courses.

Brown said response rates have gone down in course 
evaluations since the UI transitioned from paper to 
online evaluations. As a result, the ACE Task Force 

BY JULIA DIGIACOMO
julia-digiacomo@uiowa.edu

In contrast to the stump speeches and loud 
crowds at traditional presidential-campaign 
rallies, a unique type of political event is 
emerging for Democratic presidential-nom-
ination hopefuls attempting to spread their 

messages across Iowa. More and more can-
didates are opting to join the hosts of the 
Iowa-based podcast “Political Party Live” for 
a recorded conversation in front of a live au-
dience.

Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., was the 

As the school year comes to a close 
and students are reminded to 
complete their course evaluations, 
the UI has created an ACE Task 
Force to determine why they aren’t 
responding.

UI forms search commit-
tee for engineering-col-
lege dean

Interim UI Provost Sue Curry 
has selected College of Education 
Dean Daniel Clay and engineering 
Professor Keri Hornbuckle as 
co-chairs of the search committee 
for a new dean of the College of 
Engineering. Current Dean Alec 
Scranton announced in January 
he will step down from the role on 
June 30, 2020.

“I am pleased that Dan and 
Keri have agreed to serve in this 
capacity and feel confident that 
they will find excellent candi-
dates,” Curry said in a statement. 
“The leadership experience and 
long history with the College of 
Engineering that they bring to the 
committee will be invaluable.”

UI theater named to hon-
or professor
After 28 years of leadership, UI 
Theater Department Chair Alan 
MacVey has been honored with a 
theater-name dedication.

Young seeks to take back 
3rd District
David Young has announced his 
campaign to seek re-election to 
Iowa’s 3rd Congressional District. 
He lost to current Rep. Cindy Axne 
in the November midterm election.

Women’s basketball wins DI’s 
Women’s Team of the Year
After a stellar season that saw the 
Hawkeye women’s basketball team 
reach the Elite Eight, the DI voted 
it the Women’s Team of the Year 
for 2018-19. In addition to an NCAA 
Tournament run, Iowa’s Megan 
Gustafson and Lisa Bluder swept 
the Naismith Awards in what will 
go down as a historic season.

I N S I D E

Tune in for LIVE updates
Watch for campus and city news, 
weather, and Hawkeye sports 
coverage every day at 8:30 a.m. 
at dailyiowan.com.

ACE Task Force 
evaluates course 
evaluations

SEE PODCAST, 2

‘Political Party Live’ 
changes campaigns 

Megan Conroy/The Daily Iowan
TOP: Jake Venetti takes the puck toward the Maryville goal on Nov. 30, 2018. BOTTOM LEFT: Shane Cassidy poses for 
a portrait on April 10. BOTTOM RIGHT: Jake Venetti poses for a portrait on April 10.
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A podcast with just under 400 followers on Twitter lands 
interviews with presidential-nomination candidates.

IOWA POLITICS

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Julián Castro, the former secretary of Housing and Urban Development and current candidate for the  
Democratic presidential nomination, appears on the Political Party Live podcast at the Mill on April 14.

Brown

beware the pain
Concussions can be lifelong, 
devastating injuries, but the 
thought of not returning to 
hockey can be even more 
devastating for some lovers of 
the game. But what draws Iowa’s 
hockey-club players to the sport 
despite the risks?

SEE CONCUSSION, 2

Love the game 

5

8

Go to dailyiowan.com 
for the full story.



first candidate to kick-start 
the trend of appearing on 
the podcast on Feb. 24. Since 
then, former Rep. of Texas Be-
to O’Rourke, former Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Julián Castro, and en-
trepreneur Andrew Yang have 
joined the podcast in the last 
several months.

“Political Party Live” host 
and Linn County Supervisor 
Stacey Walker said the pod-
cast began in 2016 as a way to 
draw in younger generations 
on topics such as politics, cul-
ture, and current events. 

The unique atmosphere of 
the live podcast recordings 
helps the audience to see can-
didates in a more casual, con-

versational setting, he said. 
The podcast’s Twitter has 

approximately 400 followers 
and 1,400 likes on Facebook 
in contrast to national-media 
outlets such as CNN, which 
has 31 million Facebook likes. 
CNN has hosted several tele-
vised town halls with Dem-
ocratic presidential-nomi-
nation hopefuls. However, 
candidates still choose to ap-
pear on the podcast, which 
offers a nontraditional event 
format a chance to connect 
with local Iowa media.

The recent interviews with 
presidential candidates have 
significantly boosted the pod-
cast’s audience, Walker said, 
and helped it to gain fame in 
the Iowa political sphere.

The liberal-leaning podcast, 
which is funded primarily by 
private donors, features hosts 
from a range of disciplines. 

Walker is the only involved 
elected official, although pod-
cast host and Yotopia owner 
Veronica Tessler considered a 
run for Congress before with-
drawing her name as a candi-
date last week.

“We have these various 
backgrounds that span arts, 
culture, entertainment, pol-
itics, and activism,” Walker 
said. “So we’re trying to fuse 
all of that together to create 
interesting programming to 
keep young folks engaged in 
the issues that matter.”

Miryam Lipper, the Iowa 
communications director for 
Harris, said the campaign 
connected with the podcast 
in part because it reaches a 
young, progressive audience 
in the Cedar Rapids area. 

“It was a great experience 
— the audience was able to 
ask questions along with the 

hosts,” Lipper said. “And it 
gave Sen. Harris an oppor-
tunity to not only talk about 
her vision for Iowa but also 
to hear directly from Iowans 
in the room about the issues 
that were at the top of their 
minds.”

Cynthia Sebian-Lander, 
the Iowa state director for the 
Castro campaign, said his ses-
sion with the podcast focused 
largely on his immigration 
policy plans and opinions on 
current immigration-related 
issues in the U.S.

“People were really engaged 
and wanted to talk about pol-
icy on housing, and health 
care, and student debt,” she 
said. “Folks were really in-
terested in the conversation, 
and I know [Castro] really ap-
preciated everyone spending 
Sunday evening with him at 
the Mill.”

was created in the spring 
of 2018, and Brown said the 
members hope to pilot solu-
tions to the problems they’ve 
found by the spring of 2020.

“I think we would like a 
name change just to signify a 
break from the past,” Brown 
said. “We’re going to nar-
row the number of items, we 
want students to know that 

we’re taking this a little bit 
more systematically, and se-
riously, across college units.”

He said the current pro-
posal includes working with 
the Provost Office to bud-
get for education videos 
that teach students what 
the course evaluations ac-
complish, request for new 
software, and look toward 
engaging with the associate 
deans in each college unit.

Brown said the task force 
is quite interested in the 
thoughts of students, espe-

cially in helping them iden-
tify certain needs on the 
current state of course eval-
uations. Tristan Schmidt, the 
outgoing UI Student Govern-
ment director of academic 
affairs, has facilitated focus 
groups to survey students.

“A lot of students believe 
that ACE evaluations are not 
valuable, that they serve on-
ly the instructor and not the 
student,” Schmidt said. “It 
actually helps to determine if 
tenured faculty get pay raises 
or promotions … and whether 

instructors are competent in 
their programs.”

Schmidt said ACE course 
evaluations can show ad-
ministration how facul-
ty and students should be 
treated. There are many 
students who know what the 
evaluations do, he conced-
ed, but even those students 
don’t believe their answers 
will have any effect.

“Students want to know 
how instructors are going to 
be reading them,” Schmidt 
said. “We have to remember 

the questions being asked, 
who answers the questions, 
and who they are evaluating. 
It’s really hard to determine 
how evaluations are equita-
ble in treating instructors.”

For example, he said, the 
evaluation of a white, male 
instructor might look dif-
ferent depending on the 
student from the evaluation 
of an African American, fe-
male instructor. Primarily, 
Schmidt said students need 
teachers to encourage com-
pletion of course evaluations 

in class.
Annette Beck, the co-chair 

of the ACE Task Force, said 
she wants to make evalua-
tions easier, less time-con-
suming, and more meaning-
ful to students and faculty 
alike.

“Time, brevity, and know-
ing what happens with the 
results were key comments 
from students,” she said. 
“We listened and are try-
ing to change the system to 
accommodate this for stu-
dents.”
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Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Bar manager Emily Mueller walks down the stairs at the Dublin Underground on Monday. “So we have this wolf-man figurine as our mascot,” Mueller 
said. “Someone came in and stole it around 15 years ago and returned it eight years ago by putting it behind a booth. Now we have him behind the 
bar, and he’s our mascot.”

DUBLIN DOWN

currently plays games at the 
Coral Ridge Mall. Cassidy has 
played hockey since age 2 and 
started playing goalie at 5. In 
his hockey career, he has dealt 
with three concussions, none 
this past season.

“It’s hard to tell if I still feel 
the effects of my concussions, 
but in high school, it was hard-
er to focus immediately after,” 
Cassidy said. “I adapted to the 
symptoms and noticed as they 
had dissipated.”

This story, and many like it, 
are almost as popular as pen-
alty minutes and seemingly 
as prevalent as goals in high-
school hockey. According to 
Complete Concussion Man-
agement, an organization 
focused on the  treatment of 
traumatic brain injuries, con-
cussions account for 23 per-
cent of the injuries sustained 
in high-school hockey, and 
almost 50 percent of hockey 
concussions go unreported. 
As in other sports, after one 
concussion, athletes are more 
susceptible to additional 
concussions. The majority of 
hockey players develop a love 
for the game at a young age 
and play throughout child-
hood and into college. 

From the moment he 
stepped onto the ice from the 
first time, Cassidy knew that 
he would do this for as long 
as he could. He played hock-
ey and baseball until high 
school, but he truly found 
his passion in hockey. He has 
played for 16 years, meaning 
16 years with the possibil-
ity of concussion. He, and 
all players, plays the game 
knowing the risks.

Cassidy’s teammate, Iowa 
left-wing Jake Venetti, 20, has 
experienced four concussions 
in his career. He sustained 
two of them in the past two 
years playing at the univer-
sity. Venetti said he’s lucky 
none of these concussions 
were very serious, but he al-
so went through the proper 
treatment.

For most players, treat-
ment is frustrating and anx-
iety-ridden. A darkness falls 
over the players, literally and 
figuratively. The boys are in-
structed to sit in just about 
complete darkness for a week 
or longer to ensure the brain 
gets rest during recovery; they 
go screenless and definitely 
hockey-less. Medically, the 
darkness is to maintain min-
imal cognitive activity while 
healing. The urge to be on the 
ice is difficult to fight, making 
it even more difficult not to go 
back to the game before being 
fully recovered.

The D-2 hockey club has a 
protocol for traumatic brain 
injuries. Head coach Kevin 
Brooks, 36, said the team has a 
full-time trainer who handles 
all injuries.

“The kids must pass their 
tests,” he said. “Then be 
cleared by a university doctor 
before returning to game or 
practice.”

Brooks, a former Cedar 
Rapids Rough Rider, is no 
stranger to life-altering trau-
matic brain injuries. In his 
career, he experienced 10 doc-
umented concussions.

“I knew I was concussed 
if I was knocked out, experi-
enced blurred vision, and if 
the trainers told me I was,” he 
said.

During a Rough Rider 
game, Brooks looked up to the 
scoreboard from the bench. 
He saw 1 point for the home 
team, 0 points for their oppo-
nents.

“Who scored?” he asked a 
teammate. 

“You did.” 
He couldn’t believe it, so he 

laughed along with his team-
mate. 

“I don’t remember a whole 
lot,” he said. “Just that I scored 
apparently.” 

To this day, Brooks sees a 
neurologist and therapists 
monthly and annually. In ad-
dition, he does exercises for 
memory throughout the day. 
He said he lives through the 
effects every day.

“Memory loss, confusion, 
difficulty in simple tasks,” 
Brooks said. “And I have bat-
tled things like depression on 
the mental side.”

Struggles with mental ill-
ness and in some cases addic-
tion are commonly associated 
with post-concussion living.

A concussion ended 
Brooks’ career in hockey in 
2004, which raises the ques-
tion, Why return to the game 

to coach this team? Why does 
any player return to the ice af-
ter a concussion? Why do they 
continue this, risking their 
health? The answer is simple: 
the love of the game. 

“My biggest advice would 
be to the high-school player: 
Don’t rush back over a concus-
sion because you think a scout 
is there or a college coach,” he 
said. “If you’re good enough, 
they will find you, and you will 
get your shot. Your health is 
most important.”

CONCUSSION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Megan Conroy/The Daily Iowan
Nathan Springberg battles for the puck during the game against St. Louis University on Jan. 26. Iowa 
won, 5-2.

Megan Conroy/The Daily Iowan
The Hawkeyes celebrate after a goal against St. Louis University on 
Jan. 26. Iowa won, 5-2.

50%
of hockey concussions 

go unreported

23%
of high-school hockey 

injuries are concussions

PODCAST
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

David Harmantas/The Daily Iowan
Volunteers talk to audience members before the taping of the 
“Political Party Live” podcast at the Mill on April 14.
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BY ALEXANDRA SKORES
alexandra-skores@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
Department of Communi-
cation Sciences and Disor-
ders is ranked as one of the 
top programs in the coun-
try consistently by US News 
& World Reports. And its 
success lies in the hands-on 
opportunities for students. 

Clinical Associate Pro-
fessor Anu Subramanian, 
the director of clinical ed-
ucation, said one of the 
key opportunities graduate 
students are involved with 
the program is through 
course work, including a 
class called Language Dis-
orders in Children: Birth 
to 5, which involves early 

classroom collaboration.
“It started off as a proj-

ect with collaboration in 
the Neighborhood Centers 
of Johnson County to work 
with teachers in the cen-
ters to give them language 
strategies,” Subramanian 
said. 

Neighborhood Centers 
Child Care Director Jana 
Garrelts said the program 

has brought a lot of focus 
on language acquisition in 
classrooms.

“It allows us to have an 
individual focus on kids 
who may need a little bit 
more attention,” she said. 
“They see the teachers over 
a few times in the semes-
ter, which gives the teach-
ers valuable professional 

development and skills so 
they can continue to build 
language for the child 
throughout the year.”

Subramanian stressed a 
few key purposes behind 
the structure of the pro-
gram.

“The goal of early inter-
vention is that you coach 
parents,” Subramanian 
said. “You put them in nat-
ural environments. It does 
not just mean go to your 
own home, but also use 
toys and activities that are 
already a part of the culture 
of the family and incorpo-
rate language into that.”

The program takes into 
account peer institutions 
in which they have writ-
ten various accounts on 
the Teach-Model-Coach-
Review methodology from 
Assistant Professor Megan 
Roberts of Northwestern 
University.

“At the Neighborhood 
Centers, we use that same 
methodology where we first 
teach an hour and a half 
in-service with the teach-
ers and aides about topics 
that they are interested in,” 
Subramanian said. “The 
centers have mostly bilin-
gual kids, so these topics 

can include bilingualism, 
language stipulation strat-
egies, or routines.”

Upon finishing the Teach 
element, the Neighborhood 
Centers assigns three or 
four classrooms to get in-
volved and allows teachers 
to choose a few children 
they have concerns with 
about language for the 
Model stage, Subramanian 
said. 

“UI students are able 
to physically go to these 
classrooms and observe 
and interact with kids and 
see what kinds of concerns 
there are,” Subramanian 
said.

Following the Model por-
tion, students are able to 
follow up with teachers and 
give them ideas, Subrama-

nian said. 
“The neighborhood cen-

ters are great because the 
aides are usually similar 
cultures where the children 
are from,” Subramanian 
said. “They work with who-
ever wants to be coached 
to try to incorporate these 
ideas into their daily rou-
tines.”

The last part is Review, 
Subramanian said, in 
which everyone talks about 
the experience. 

The program takes stu-
dents to 3- and 4-year-old 
classrooms and identifies 
kids who are having issues 
with speaking, Subramani-
an said. 

“It gives the students an 
opportunity to work with 
bilingual kids, kids of low 

socioeconomic status, and 
different backgrounds that 
we don’t often see in our 
department clinic,” Subra-
manian said. 

UI graduate student in 
speech pathology Benjamin 
Kost has taken a variety of 
courses and clinical experi-
ences.

“We work on different 
teams with varieties of 
populations,” he said. “I 
think the hands-on experi-
ence is absolutely valuable. 
We learn a lot in our aca-
demic courses and theories 
behind language develop-
ment, but really — the most 
important part is being 
able to go into the Neigh-
borhood Center and get-
ting hands-on experience 
with these populations.”

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
UI students Audrey Wood, Kenzie Busch, Jordyn Meyer, Paige Kehrli, and Samantha Reed pose for a photo in 
the Wendell Johnson Speech & Hearing Clinic on Monday.

First words to full 
sentences at the UI
The Communication Sciences and Disorders Department pro-
vides graduate students with hands-on experiences to engage 
in early childhood development in classroom settings.

‘It allows us to have an individual focus on kids 
who may need a little bit more attention.’

— Jana Garrelts, Neighborhood Centers child care director
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How Warren 
won me over
A UI student writes why he chose to 
support Elizabeth Warren for Democratic 
presidential nomination.

COLUMN

‘13 Reasons Why’ is an example of harmful exploitation of mental illness in the 
name of ‘awareness.’ The show needs to stop if it actually wants to aid viewers.

“13 Reasons Why” was re-
leased two years ago and was 
quickly met with controversy. 
The TV show deals with such 
heavy topics as suicide, sexual 
assault, and depression. Ma-
ny mental-health educators 
and psychologists warned the 
creators that so-called “copy-
cat” suicides were likely to 
occur. These warnings ended 
up coming to light just as the 
experts predicted they would: 
suicide rates among teenag-
ers spiked after the release of 
the show. 

According to a study funded 
by the National Institutes of 
Health, there was a 28.7 per-
cent increase in suicide among 
youths ages 10-17 after March 

2017, when the show first 
aired. In the five-year period 
examined by researchers, the 
number of suicides was great-
er than was previously seen in 
a single month. There were 195 
more youth suicides than was 
previously expected based on 
past trends. 

While I don’t think people 
watching shows about suicide 
are necessarily going to kill 
themself, I do think writing 
about these touchy topics can 
cause a lot of harm if not han-
dled well.

The show was under scruti-
ny from its first season when it 
graphically depicts the suicide 
of a character named Hannah. 
The American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention warned 
that showing such a graphic 
image of suicide might lead to 
a sort of “sensationalization” 
of the act and might be partic-
ularly damaging to those who 
are already at-risk or have sui-
cidal ideations.

Aside from this, the show 
graphically depicts sexual 
assault in its second season. 
This is extremely triggering 

for survivors of sexual assault, 
but the show does nothing for 
those who’ve gone through 
that trauma. 

The target audience for “13 
Reasons Why” appears to me to 
be those between the ages of 12-
16. Kids in this age bracket are 
extremely impressionable, and 
the message the show sends 
out is very toxic. The message 
is that suicide is an answer to 
your problems and that recov-
ery isn’t an option to even con-
sider, as depicted by Hannah in 
the show. 

It also romanticizes such is-
sues as depression and suicide, 
making them seem much more 
beautiful and poetic than they 
really are. This is particularly 
harmful to younger viewers, 
especially those who might 
struggle with mental-health 
issues or suicidal ideation. See-
ing suicide being shown as a 
viable option is a terrible thing 
for young, impressionable 
minds because they’re going 
to internalize that. They might 
begin to think that suicide is an 
option for them, which it abso-
lutely never should be. 

Raising awareness of mental 
health shouldn’t include graph-
ic images of suicide and sexual 
assault or glamorizing mental 
illness. Mental-health aware-
ness is showing what mental 
illness looks like in a safe, smart 
way without purposefully trig-
gering those affected or spread-
ing misconceptions about men-
tal illness. Raising awareness 
is bringing up difficult topics 
tactfully and with precision, 
while showing respect to those 
who are or have been affected 
by these issues. Writing about 
delicate topics such as this re-
quires tact and care, which 
doesn’t seem to be the case in 
“13 Reasons Why.” As said in the 
warning message given by the 
National Association of School 
Psychologists: “Suicide is not a 
solution to problems.” 

If you or someone you know 
may be considering suicide, 
contact the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-
273-8255 (En Español: 1-888-
628-9454; Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing: 1-800-799-4889) or 
the Crisis Text Line by texting 
HOME to 741741.

I was excited when Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., 
announced her presidential 
exploratory committee on 
New Year’s Eve, but I wasn’t 
persuaded yet.

I loved that the first ma-
jor candidate to throw a 
hat in the ring was a smart, 
progressive woman with a 
story to tell about how to 
rebuild the middle class and 
end the corruption that has 
captured our government. 
But I also knew a whole 
bunch of qualified candi-
dates were certain to jump 
into the race after her, and 
each would bring some-
thing to the table for me to 
review and consider before 
making a decision.

Well, now it’s May, the 
field has grown to 20 [-plus] 
candidates, and I know ex-
actly where I stand: I’m back-
ing Warren for president.

What got me there? It 
started with Warren’s 
wealth tax — the plan she 
rolled out in January to levy 
a new 2 percent tax on for-
tunes of more than $50 mil-
lion. The tax would ask the 
75,000 wealthiest families 
in the United States to give 
just a little more back to 
the country that has given 
them so much. This would 
provide a huge resource 
to pay for high-quality, af-
fordable, universal child 
care, universal free pub-
lic higher education, and 
broad-based student-debt 
cancellation. And even with 
all those proposals fully 
paid, the wealth tax would 
still generate another $1 
trillion for funding mean-
ingful programs and ser-
vices to ensure opportunity 
for everyone.

So, the wealth tax got my 
attention and persuaded me 
I needed to listen closely to 
what Warren had to say. I 
had the privilege of meet-
ing many candidates in the 
field, and during her visit to 
Iowa City, I met Warren in 
person, and that’s what won 
me over.

Warren is a real person 
(I call her “Elizabeth”), and 
she has devoted her life to 
the issues she’s fighting 
for now as a candidate for 
president. She’s kind, she’s 
genuine, she listens, she 
cares, and she’s smart as 
hell. She grew up in a mid-
dle-class family in Oklaho-
ma, built her life with grit, 
determination, and public 
education. She then became 
a special-education teacher, 
a law professor, a U.S. sen-
ator, and she’s now one of 
the strongest, most inspir-
ing candidates for president 
that I’ve ever seen.

She came to electoral pol-
itics under a decade ago. In 
the Senate, she has built a 

strong record of defending 
the middle class, holding 
the powerful accountable 
and working across the aisle 
when she can. Already in 
this nomination race, she’s 
distinguished herself as the 
candidate with progressive 
plans that would make a real 
difference in people’s lives.

Warren knows why she’s 
in this fight. The problems 
she wants to solve are prob-
lems she has experienced 
firsthand. The opportunity 
she wants to provide are op-
portunities that she received 
and that helped her get 
where she is today.

I wasn’t planning on put-
ting my money, effort, and 
time into one candidate 
this early in the primary. 
But after watching the way 
Warren has run her cam-
paign — on substance, em-
pathy, and policy — I know 
she’s the best candidate for 
students, for Americans fac-
ing economic hardship, for 
people with marginalized 
identities, and for those who 
care about the moral future 
of the United States. She 
checks every box.

I’m committed. I’m all in 
for Warren. I think we all 
should be.

— Herbert Meisner
UI senior
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The difference between romanticizing 
mental illness and helping survivors 

Beth Dubber/Netflix/TNS
Katherine Langford plays Hannah Baker in “13 Reasons Why.”

Dear Doc Grammar:
Where you been? I didn’t miss 

you but couldn’t help but notice 
you weren’t around. What’s up? 
Visiting your old Grammer?

Dear Missing:
Ha-ha. We’ve been around, 

because the alternative seems 
to be being a square. Or a 
rhombus. The problem with a 
rhombus is that it’s always late.

We’ve spent a bit of time 
looking into a BBC Radio report 

that there’s a species of fly in 
Scotland that is in danger of 
going extinct because of the 
development of a golf course/
resort. We’re not necessarily 
against golf courses, though 
at first glance, it hardly seems 
that building yet another golf 
course in Scotland (birthplace 
of golf) hardly seems worth the 
trouble of exterminating a spe-
cies. Flies or not. Yes, flies are 
pesky, but not nearly so much 
as older white males knocking 
golf balls around everywhere in 
the visible landscape except in 
the holes.

What’s up, Doc:
So what do you liberals think 

about the Mueller Report now? 
Exoneration. Ha-ha-ha-ha all 
the way to the bank.

Dear Banker:
Well, we see that you’ve got 

the geographic location right. 

It’s hard to run into geograph-
ic knowledge with Americans 
these days. Especially because 
Americans tend to run head-
long into geography and can-
yon-out in some place such as 
Delaware. Which is curious, 
because Delaware doen’t have 
canyons. It does have Joe Biden 
as some sort of recompense.

What we think about the 
Mueller Report: It seems as 
though AG William Barr clearly 
carried water for the president 
instead of acting as an attorney 
general. Thus Mueller’s letter to 
Barr complaining that the lat-
ter had confused the matter for 
the public by ignoring the con-
text and allegations. There are 
at least 10 instances in which 
Trump clearly attempted to 
obstruct justice, though none 
came to fruition, reportedly. 
But as a former U.S. DA for the 

Southern District of New York 
pointed out, even if the attempt 
to obstruct justice didn’t pan 
out, he would still prosecute be-
cause the attempt is illegal.

What we wonder about 
is this: If nothing was going 
on, why are so many  former  
Trump aides guilty and facing 
(or serving) time, in part be-
cause they lied to the FBI about 
what was going on?

One of the lessons of Water-
gate was it was not so much the 
crime as it was the cover-up.

Just by the way. On Dec. 24, 
1992, President George H.W. 
Bush pardoned (with then-AG 
William Barr’s reported sup-
port) six people facing prosecu-
tion in the Iran-Contra affair. 
One was Elliott Abrams, now 
the U.S. point man in whatever 
the U.S. policy is vis-à-vis what-
ever is going on in Venezuela. 

Gives a whole new meaning 
to what goes around comes 
around.

Dear Doc:
Don’t you have anything nice 

to say about President Trump? 
I mean, any little thing? 

Dear Any Little Thing:
Of course we have some-

thing nice to say. 
Hmm.
Well, he seems to be a cheer-

ful enough bigot. Comfortable, 
you know? 

In his defense, it seems he 
grew up in a bigoted house-
hold. His father, Fred C. 
Trump, reportedly was arrest-
ed in the 1920s at a KKK rally in 
Brooklyn, and in the late-1940s, 
Fred C. was notorious for not 
renting to blacks in a P3 hous-
ing project the elder Trump 
had built in Brooklyn. So much 
so that Woody Gutherie wrote 

a song about him and his big-
otry. (Gutherie was a tenant in 
the project. The lesson might 
be, beware of renting to fa-
mous songwriters. If your in-
clination is to engage in rental 
practices that you might not 
want pubic.)

And Donald himself was 
part of the Trump Empire 
when it agreed in the 1970s to 
pay a fine to the Justice Depart-
ment and cease illegal discrim-
inatory rental practices against 
blacks. Without admitting any 
guilt, mind you.

And he always seemed angry 
that a brown-skin man could 
win the presidency and live in 
the White House. You’ll note 
that he led the so-called birther 
movement against President 
Obama for some time.

But he seems quite OK with 
all that. Y’all get to judge in 2020.

Flies and golf: It’s a wonderful world
COLUMN

With pesky insects, even peskier golfers, and the occasional bigot, who could not love this life.

MALEAHA BRINGS PLENTY
maleaha-bringsplenty@uiowa.edu

‘In the Senate, she has built a strong record 
of defending the middle class, holding the 
powerful accountable and working across the 

aisle when she can.’

BEAU ELLIOT
beauelliot@gmail.com
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While dancers perform, mu-
sic is produced based on their 
movements. A meditation head-
band analyzes brain frequencies 
to create sound. These are some 
of the inventions of University 
of Iowa graduate Jason Snell.

Right after graduation from 
the UI in 1999, Snell was living 
on his aunt’s couch in San Fran-
cisco, struggling to find work. 
Now, he spends his time among 
Los Angeles, Cedar Rapids, and 
Berlin, engaged in projects com-
bining technology and the arts.

While at the UI, Snell split 
his time between the art and 
journalism schools. Interested 
in graphic design, he went into 
journalism. He worked at The 
Daily Iowan his senior year as an 
illustrator, he said. 

“The people around me as 
an artist never recommended 
taking computer classes,” Snell 
said. “I learned through expe-
rience and interactive develop-
ment on the job.”

When he eventually moved 
to San Francisco, he strug-
gled for eight months looking 
for work. Then he got a job in 
Minnesota, where he worked 
in both programming develop-
ment and electronic music, he 
said. 

In 2000, Snell moved to New 
York City. He lived there for 
nine years, doing everything 
from video-game development 
to website design to making 

and producing music, he said. 
Snell also worked off-and-on 
with Condé Nast for more than 
a decade. When the economy 
crashed in 2008-09, he began 
experimenting with app devel-
opment.

He developed an app called 
Refraktions, a music synthesiz-
er. Noticing he had the data for 
how many times users chose 
which instruments and notes, 
he developed an artificial-intel-
ligence component that devel-
oped sequences based on the 
individual user, Snell said. He 
made 50 minutes of material 
with the synthesizer that he 
turned into an album, Ant-Zen.

Snell attended a wedding in 
Berkeley, California, in 2016, 
where he met a dancer from 
Berlin, he said. She expressed 
her desire to have music made 
from her motions rather than 
moving to the beat of a song al-
ready produced. Snell realized 
that because of his previous 
work, he could create exactly 
what she imagined.

He began traveling to Berlin 
and working with the dancer, 
choosing sounds for various 
movements, he said. The proj-
ect continued to Los Angeles 
with dancer Ty Wells, who has 
worked with such artists as 
P!nk, Lorde, and Katy Perry.

In late December 2018, Snell 
had a dream about creating 
music based on DNA sequenc-
es. Immediately, he started 
making the dream a reality. 
He discovered the Muse Head-

band used for meditation. 
He decided to take what he 

learned from the motion-sen-
sored dance project and use 
brain data with the Muse 
Headband, he said. The result 
is music produced from brain 
waves.

Through these projects, 
Snell has found himself back 
in partnership with the UI. The 
Stanley Museum and Iowa City 
have funded grants for Snell to 
continue developing and per-
forming his projects, he said. 
Vero Rose Smith, Stanley’s as-
sociate curator for the Legacies 
for Iowa Collections-Sharing 
Project, reached out to Snell to 
do a project.

“Jason is a really fantastic 
collaborator,” Smith said. 
“He is so good at listening 
and working with other peo-
ple to figure out shared col-
laborative vision.” 

Snell also started a New-
bo Synth Group through the 
Czech-Slovak Protective So-
ciety in Cedar Rapids. 

“It is great to have such 
passionate and competent 
musician-technologists in 
the area,” said Jean-François 
Charles, a UI assistant pro-
fessor of digital arts and 
composition.

Snell is impressed with 
the creative community in 
eastern Iowa, he said. 

“If people want to or need 
to stay here, they can be suc-
cessful,” he said. “There’s a 
lot of talented people here.”

UI alum shines as innovator 
in arts and engineering
Jason Snell graduated from the UI in 1999 and struggled to 
find a job. Twenty years later, he is known for his innovations 
in the arts and engineering. 

Theater chair honored 
in theater naming
The faculty of the UI Theater Department presented Alan-
MacVey with a proclamation naming Theater B after him. 

BY ANDY MITCHELL
andrew-mitchell@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa 
Theater Building’s Theater 
B has been renamed after 
Professor Alan MacVey, 
who will step down as the 
chair of the Theater De-
partment after 28 years. 

On April 17, MacVey was 
called into Theater B to re-
solve a routine issue but 
instead was surprised by 
his colleagues, who read 
for him the proclamation 
to rename the theater in his 
honor. MacVey now joins 
the ranks of E.C. Mabie 
and David Thayer to be im-
mortalized in the Theater 
Building. 

“I’ve taken it as a token of 
great honor,” MacVey said, 
who originally wanted the 
theater to be named after a 
generous donor family. “It 
was a total surprise.”

Professor Kim Marra, 
who teaches theater histo-
ry and serves as director 
of graduate studies in the 
department, said the stabil-
ity of MacVey’s leadership 
made for a positive work-
ing atmosphere and the de-
partment has been lucky to 
have him.

“He’s been a wonderful 
leader,” Marra said. “He’s 
extremely hardworking and 
very conscientious. He has 
a big heart and tries to do 
the best by everyone in the 
department.”

Marra, who has worked 
with MacVey since his ar-
rival in 1991, said he has 
a gift for leadership. His 
background as a theater 
director, which involves 
vision and collaboration in 
running a complex orga-
nization, primed him for 
running the department, 
she said.

“I’ve tried hard to set a 
positive tone and support-
ive tone for this depart-
ment,” MacVey said. “And 

it’s not just me — the entire 
faculty here should take 
credit for that than just the 
person who sets the agenda 
and gets people talking.”

After the 2008 flood rav-
aged the university’s build-
ings for theater, perform-
ing arts, and the museum, 
Marra said MacVey led 
the recovery and rebuild-
ing process for the past 10 
years. MacVey credited his 
colleagues, such as Pro-
fessor Emeritus Eric For-
sythe, Associate Professor 
Kate Conrad, and Professor 
Bryon Winn for their lead-
ership when the flood hit. 
While the basement of the 
Theater Building was ren-
dered unusable because of 
the flood, MacVey said, the 
first floor was inches from 
being flooded and seeing 
the same fate as Hanch-
er and the previous music 
building. 

MacVey said the last 
thing he wants to see done 
as chair of the department 
is to see UI complete a plan 
for a future flood, in case 
the Theater Building is not 
so lucky next time. 

Professor John Camer-
on said MacVey’s 28-year 
run as department chair is 
an anomaly, because most 
chairs don’t hold their po-
sitions that long. He called 

it a testament to MacVey’s 
success.

“He’s maintained a fa-
milial atmosphere; our 
students feel comfortable. 
There’s a very low attri-
tion rate,” Cameron said. 
“I think students here feel 
supported.”

In addition to leading 
the department through 
the natural disaster, Mar-
ra said, MacVey initiated a 
number of creative endeav-
ors, such as the Partnership 
in the Arts program, which 
brings professional artists 
to campus to work with 
Iowa students in creating 
new plays. 

MacVey also led the ini-
tiative to build digital arts 
on campus through a suc-
cessful multi-department 
cluster-hiring of new fac-
ulty and the creation of a 
digital-arts certificate.

MacVey said while he’s 
stepping down as chair, 
he will not retire and will 
continue to be on faculty 
as a professor and direc-
tor of the Division of Per-
forming Arts. He said he 
has worked with the next 
chair of the department, 
Associate Professor Mary 
Beth Easley, to aid in the 
transition, and he expects 
his work as chair to end in 
June. 

Tate Hildyard/The Daily Iowan
UI Professor Alan MacVey poses for a portrait  in the Theater Building on 
Monday. The department will rename Theater B in MacVey’s honor. 
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Who will step up on defense?
Iowa had a lot of departures on the defensive side of the ball, and it needs someone to step up.

Geno Stone
One of Iowa’s best defen-

sive players of 2018 won’t 
be on the team this season. 
Amani Hooker was select-
ed in the fourth round of 
the 2019 NFL Draft by the 
Tennessee Titans, leaving 
a void in the Hawkeye sec-
ondary.

Luckily for Iowa, and 

not so luckily for opposing 
quarterbacks, the position 
will be filled by Geno Stone. 

Stone possesses impres-
sive ball skills that can turn 
a game around, and he 
made his mark when Hook-
er shuffled around the field 
to play a safety-linebacker 
hybrid.

Stone finished the 2018 
season tied for the team 
lead with 4 interceptions 
and scored his first touch-
down with a Pick-6 against 
Penn State on a 24-yard re-
turn on Oct. 27.

He also made 39 stops, de-
fended 3 passes, and forced 
a fumble. Now, imagine his 
production in a full season 
in defensive coordinator 
Phil Parker’s scheme.

Iowa will be perfectly 

fine at corner next season. 
Starters Michael Ojemudia 
and Matt Hankins both re-
turn, and Riley Moss and 
Julius Brents — who both 
impressed observers when 
thrust into action — will al-
so come back as more expe-
rienced sophomores. 

Safety is where the Hawk-
eye secondary should get if-
fier, but it doesn’t because 
of Stone. Hooker and fellow 
starter Jake Gervase might 
be gone, but they are being 
replaced by their prodigy. 

Stone will become the 
quarterback of the defense. 

Entering his junior sea-
son, Stone finally has the 
experience — and the 
chance — to make the sec-
ondary his. He won’t miss 
his opportunity.

Kristian Welch
The Iowa defense is going 

to have a new look when it 
swarms Kinnick for the first 
time in September.

The entire starting defen-
sive line from last season 
either graduated, or in An-
thony Nelson’s case, declared 
for the NFL Draft. Amani 
Hooker and Jake Gervase 

will no longer be patrolling 
the secondary and making 
game-changing plays.

At the second level of the 
defense, Jack Hockaday has 
put on the Black and Gold for 
the last time but leaves be-
hind an experienced and ver-
satile group of linebackers.

Among that group is Kris-
tian Welch, who is ready to 
shine in his senior season.

Last spring, Welch was 
seen by many as the succes-
sor to Josey Jewell at mid-
dle linebacker in the Iowa 
defense. Amani Jones then 
went on a tear to earn the 
starting spot in the middle 
over Welch, and then Hocka-
day took over for Jones in the 
first game.

In the meantime, Welch 
started at weak-side line-

backer for three games and 
displayed an impressive 
combination of strength in 
the running game and ath-
leticism in the passing game, 
specifically in nickel packag-
es.

Welch eventually got his 
time in the middle when 
Hockaday went down with an 
injury, and Jones got ejected 
for targeting, continuing to 
show his versatility for the 
Hawkeyes. Welch totaled 49 
tackles for the Hawkeyes in 
2018 while also picking off a 
pass against Illinois.

Going into the 2019 sea-
son, Welch is again slotted to 
start in the middle, and this 
time, he should have a full 
season’s worth of reps to dis-
play his talent and lead the 
Iowa defense.

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa defensive back Geno Stone tackles Indiana wide receiver Nick Timian at Memorial Stadium in Bloomington on Oct. 13, 2018. The Hawkeyes beat the Hoosiers, 42-16.

PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu



performances in California 
at both the Mount Sac Relays 
and the Beach Invitational, 
where she broke the school 
record in all three throwing 
events.

Tausaga threw 62.28 me-
ters in the discus and 18.02 
meters in the shot put to 
extend the school records 
she had previously held. If 
that wasn’t enough, she then 
claimed the hammer-throw 
record for herself (61.34 me-
ters).

The marks in the shot put 
and discus lead the Big Ten 
and come in at second-best 
in the NCAA. Tausaga’s ham-
mer throw record is fifth in 
the conference.

Tausaga has added to her 

résumé all season, as has Na-
than Mylenek on the men’s 
side.

Mylenek does not have the 
quantity of broken records 
that Tausaga has — which is 
not a negative, because few 
do — but the 3,000-meter 
steeplechase record he broke 
at the Mount Sac Relays was 
one that had been brewing 
for a long time.

When Mylenek crossed 
the finish line with a time of 
8:38.53, he broke a 63-year-
old school record. The record 
previously belonged to Dea-
con Jones, who set the record 
in 1956.

Mylenek flew right by 
Jones’ time and set the mark 
by nearly 10 seconds.

In another noteworthy 
performance, Mylenek won 
the men’s Wieczorek 1,500 
meters at the 20th-annual 
Musco Twilight. The event is 

named after Iowa’s former 
Hall of Fame head coach, and 
Mylenek did the title justice 
by bringing home gold.

He finished with a time of 
3:52.06, breezing by the rest 
of the competition.

His times in both the 
events rank among the 
top in the conference. The 
school-record time in the 
steeplechase slots Mylenek 
at second-fastest in the Big 
Ten and third-fastest in the 
nation. In the 1,500, Mylenek 
ranks ninth in the confer-
ence.

Tausaga and Mylenek 
have both been at the cen-
ter of remarkable seasons 
for both Iowa track squads. 
They, along with the rest of 
the talented team, will move 
to their next challenge when 
Iowa hosts the Big Ten Out-
door Championships, begin-
ning Friday.
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going to go play second,’ 
but the angles, and the piv-
ots, and covering first base 
on bunts — all that stuff is 
way different for guys who 
have never played there in 
a game.”

Another option for Iowa 
is Izaya Fullard, who started 
at second in the Hawkeyes’ 
1-0 win on May 4.

At 5-10, 235 pounds, Full-
ard is built more like a full-
back in Kinnick than the 
prototypical second base-

men, but he has shown the 
ability to make outs in the 
middle.

It also doesn’t hurt to 
have his bat in the lineup. 
Fullard clubbed 2 home 
runs against the Anteaters 
in Game 1, and he raised his 
average to the .300 mark on 
Sunday.

“I’ve been practicing be-
hind Mitch all year, and he’s 
really helped me out a lot 
and really made me com-
fortable in that position,” 
Fullard said. “He kind of 
helped me gain the confi-
dence to play over there.”

Heller also noted that 
Matthew Sosa can play sec-

ond, so if anyone needs a 
day off, he will be ready to 
fill in.

Of course, it’s also possi-
ble Boe will make a return. 
While he was expected to 
be out for two weeks at the 
minimum, Boe told Heller 
he’ll be ready to go before 
then.

“Mitch is telling me he’s 
going to be back; [May 10] 
is what he’s telling me,” 
Heller said and laughed. “… 
When he told me that [May 
3], I’m not ever going to 
count it out because I think 
it’s going to be a situation 
of how much Mitch wants 
to risk.”

ly lived up to what Bluder 
thought it capable of.

One major goal going into 
the season was winning a Big 
Ten Championship. Original-
ly, the Hawkeyes’ sights were 
set on winning a regular-sea-
son championship.

“That’s definitely one of 
our goals this season,” center 
Megan Gustafson said at the 
team’s media day.

Throughout the Big Ten 

season, it certainly seemed 
like the Hawkeyes had a shot 
to claim an outright title.

Iowa played then-Big 
Ten leader Rutgers in Carv-
er-Hawkeye on Jan. 23 
and won, 72-66, to put the 
Hawkeyes as one of the main 
contenders for the title.

They proceeded to win five 
of their next six games before 
coming head-to-head once 
again with the leaders in the 
Big Ten.

This time it was Maryland, 
and instead of being in third 
place, the Hawkeyes were just 
one game behind the Terra-

pins for a share of the title.
Once again, Iowa rode its 

home-court momentum to an 
86-73 win to tie Maryland for 
the first-place slot in the Big 
Ten.

Winning at home was axi-
omatic for the Hawkeyes this 
season. They finished with an 
unblemished 17-0 record in 
Carver, which includes two 
NCAA Tournament games 
and two games against first-
place opponents.

Iowa lost its share of the 
lead in the Big Ten standings 
after a heartbreaking 75-73 
loss to Indiana.

Instead of moping, Iowa 
soared through the rest of the 
regular season, stomping Ne-
braska and Northwestern in 
its final two games before the 
Big Ten Tournament.

In the first game of the 
tournament, Iowa got re-
venge on Indiana, beating it 
in a hard-fought game, 70-61.

The Hawkeyes proceeded 
to yet again topple Rutgers 
and Maryland on their way to 
a tournament championship.

In the championship game, 
they beat Maryland — which 
stole Iowa’s goal of winning a 
Big Ten regular-season title — 

with a bit of vengeance, 90-76.
“We really wanted a regu-

lar-season title,” Bluder said. 
“But in some ways, this is even 
better.”

For its regular season and 
tournament success, Iowa 
earned a No. 2 seed in the 
NCAA Tournament and host-
ed the first two rounds.

True to the Hawkeyes’ 
home prowess, they won both 
games — first against Mercer, 
then Missouri — and earned a 
spot in the Greensboro, North 
Carolina, regional.

There, they ran wild over 
NC State, winning 79-61. That 

gave Iowa its first Elite Eight 
berth since 1993 and the first 
of Bluder’s career.

Iowa’s swan song was 
against eventual national 
champion Baylor in the Elite 
Eight.

Still, the Hawkeyes made 
their impact on postseason 
awards, with Gustafson and 
Bluder sweeping the Na-
ismith Awards.

Gustafson, who became 
the fourth women’s player to 
score 1,000 points in a season, 
also won AP Player of the Year 
honors, and she will see her 
number retired at a later date.

Jenna Galligan/The Daily Iowan
Iowa distance runner Nathan Mylenek leads the pack in the 1,500 meters at the Musco Twilight Invita-
tional on the Cretzmeyer Track on April 13. Mylenek won with a time 3:52:06.

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM 8

AWARDS
CONTINUED FROM 8

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM 8

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa infielder Mitchell Boe runs home during a baseball game against Nebraska at Duane Banks Field on April 20.



Sher wins second Fresh-
man of the Week honor

For the second week in a row, 
Iowa infielder Brendan Sher 
earned the Big Ten Freshman of 
the Week honor, the conference 
announced Monday.

He’s the first Iowa baseball 
player to win back-to-back 

Freshman of the 
Week awards in 
program history.

Sher hit .538 
(7-for-13) over the 
past week with a 
triple and 4 runs 
scored in Iowa’s 
four games. 

The Indianola, 
Iowa, native posted two multihit 
games during the four-game span, 
going 3-for-4 against Western 
Illinois on May 1 and posting the 
same stat line in the series finale 
against Cal-Irvine on Sunday.

Sher leads the Hawkeyes in the 
last two weeks with a slash line of 
.464/.516/.679. 

He has raised his average from 
.200 to .339 in the last month with 
his hot streak stemming from a 
3-for-5 effort against Milwaukee 
on April 23.

“Just a level of comfort [and] 
confidence,” Sher said. “I’m seeing 
it pretty well. Feel good every 
time. Always want to get up in any 
situation.”

BY PETE RUDEN
peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

When Mitchell Boe went down and Iowa 
found out he needed to have surgery for facial 
fractures, it wasn’t easy for the team to handle.

After all, Boe serves as a senior captain and 
is arguably one of the best defensive second 
basemen in the Big Ten. 

“It was hard for all of us,” Iowa head coach 
Rick Heller said. “Mitch has meant so much to 
our program. He’s seen so much, he’s a leader, 
he’s gritty. He kind of epitomizes our team. 
Heart and soul-type guy of our team. To see 
him go down and have to have surgery [last] 

week, it was pretty tough on everybody.”
The timing doesn’t help, either. Iowa sits 

in the thick of the race for an at-large bid to 
the NCAA Tournament with two crucial series 
against Michigan State and Maryland coming 
up. 

While the matchups don’t appear tough on 
paper, the Hawkeyes need consistent produc-
tion to keep their bubble from bursting, which 
is what Boe brings when he’s on the field.

Since his injury, Heller has had to act fast to 
find a replacement at second base. 

First, it was freshman Brendan Sher, who 
started at second in Iowa’s 6-3 win over Cal-Ir-
vine on May 3.

Sher has been one of the hottest hitters on 
the team recently, but he doesn’t have much 
experience in the middle infield. Instead, he 
has spent most of his playing time at third.

“When I see my name in the lineup or not, 
I’m going to come out to the ballpark with the 
same energy,” he said. “Whatever number for a 
position I’m at, I’m going to do the same thing 
I always do and just play the game.”

But it’s not always that simple, his coach 
said.

“A lot of plays at second require some savvy,” 
Heller said. “Most people think, ‘Oh, you’re just 

“For me as his 
coach, it made me 
cry to think that 
we’ve seen his last 
inning.

— Iowa baseball 
head coach Rick 
Heller on Mitchell 
Boe’s injury

HAWKEYE UPDATES
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Iowa thrower Laulauga 
Tausaga ranks first 
in the Big Ten in two 
events (shot put and 
discus).

Sports
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1st
in shot put and discus

Stanley invited to Man-
ning Passing Academy

Iowa quarterback Nate 
Stanley has been invited to 
the Manning Passing Academy, 
Stanley announced on 

Instagram on 
Monday.

“A huge 
thank you to 
Archie, Cooper, 
Peyton, Eli, 
and [Manning 
Passing 
Academy] for 
the invitation to 

the Manning Passing Academy,” 
Stanley wrote. “Can’t wait for 
this opportunity to work with 
the best in the business.”

Stanley finished last 
season with 2,852 yards and 
26 touchdowns, which ranked 
second in the Big Ten. He 
completed 59.3 percent of 
his passes in 2018, and his 
quarterback rating of 136.5 
was good for fifth-best in the 
conference.

BY JORDAN ZUNIGA
jordan-zuniga@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s basketball team had its best 
run in nearly a quarter of a century this past sea-
son, finishing with a 29-7 record.

More importantly, the Hawkeyes captured 
their third Big Ten Tournament title and fourth 
Elite Eight appearance in school history.

It was a season that started with wild expecta-
tions; head coach Lisa Bluder suggested that the 
team had “all the capabilities” to be her best team 
at Iowa.

Considering it went further than any of the 
other teams she has had in her tenure, it certain-

Michael Guhin/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Izaya Fullard snares a throw for an out against Western Illinois at Banks Field 
on May 1. The Hawkeyes beat the Leathernecks, 8-7. 

Baseball searches for 
Boe replacement

Katina Zentz/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Megan Gustafson shoots against Maryland  during the Big Ten Championship game in Indianapolis on March 10. 
The Hawkeyes defeated the Terrapins, 90-76, to take the title.

Hoops takes Women’s 
Team of the Year

BY ROBERT READ
robert-read@uiowa.edu

The outdoor track and field campaign has 
seen Iowa soar to new heights. 

The men and women each reached their 
highest rankings last week since the coaches’ 
poll started tracking them.

The women won their first ever Hy-Vee Cup 
at the Drake Relays, and school records are in 

jeopardy of being broken on an 
event-to-event basis.

Behind these accomplish-
ments for the Hawkeyes is a 
deep pool of talent across the 
board, but each squad has seen 
a competitor rise above the rest.

For the women’s squad, 
thrower Laulauga Tausaga con-

tinues to put her name in the conversation for 
greatest athlete in program history.

Three times this season, Tausaga has been 
named Big Ten Field Athlete of the Week by 
the conference, while also bringing home a 
National Field Athlete of the Week honor for 
her to add to her trophy case.

The national honor came after Tausaga’s 

SEE TRACK, 7

Tausaga, 
Mylenek 
highlight 
track season

SEE AWARDS, 7

In a season for the Iowa 
record book, Laulauga 
Tausaga and Nathan Mylenek 
have led the way.

The Iowa women’s basketball team is the DI’s pick for 
Women’s Team of the Year for the 2018-19 season.

Tausaga

Sher

SEE BASEBALL, 7

With Mitchell Boe out, Iowa has a few options when it comes to replacing the captain at second base.

Daily Iowan Sports Awards Women’s Team of the Year: Basketball

Michael Guhin/The Daily Iowan
Iowa infielder Brandon Sher tags out Cal-Irvine catcher Jacob Castro at Banks Field on Sun-
day. The Hawkeyes lost the final game of the series after winning the first two, 15-4.

Iowa baseball ranked in 
D1Baseball poll

Thanks to six-straight series 
wins and four series victories 
over top-30 opponents, the 
Hawkeye baseball team has 
appeared at No. 24 in the 
D1Baseball.com poll.

It marked the first time Iowa 
has been ranked by D1Baseball 
since 2015, when the Hawkeyes 
reached No. 14. 

It’s also the first time 
Iowa has been ranked since 
Collegiate Baseball put the 
Hawkeyes at No. 28 after it 
collected a Big Ten Tournament 
title in 2017.

Illinois, which sits at No. 25, 
joins Iowa in the rankings after 
taking two games from Indiana 
to keep it out of the top 25.

Stanley
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